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preliminary  iHatter^ 


OF  THE  TRANSLATOR. 


William  Paintkr  was,  probably,  descended  from  some  branch 
of  the  tamily  of  thai  name  which  resided  in  Kent.  Except  a  few 
official  dates  there  is  little  else  of  his  personal  history  known. 
Neither  the  time  nor  place  of  his  birth  has  been  discovered. 
All  the  heralds  in  their  Visitations  are  uniformly  content  with 
making  him  the  root  of  the  pedigree.*  His  liberal  education  is, 
in  part,  a  testimony  of  the  respectability  of  his  family,  and,  it  may 
be  observed,  he  was  enabled  to  make  purchaseti  of  landed  pro- 
perty in  Kent,  but  whether  from  an  hereditary  fortune  is  uncer- 
tain. 

The  materials  for  his  life  are  so  scanty,  that  a  chronological 
notice  of  his  Writings  may  be  admitted,  without  being  deemed  to 
interrupt  a  narrative,  of  which  it  must  form  the  principal  con- 
tents. 

He  himself  furnishes  us  with  a  circumstaace,f  from  whence 
we  may  fix  a  date  of  some  importance  in  ascertaining  both  the 
lime  of  the  publication  and  of  his  own  appearance  as  an  author. 
He  translated  from  the  Latin  of  Nicholas  MutTan,  (a  soldier  serv- 
ing under  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  Turks)  J 
the  Relation  of  the  Murder  which  Sultan  Solyman  caused  to  be 

>  The  Visitation  Book  of  l6ig,  in  the  Heralds  College,  supplied  n]t5tr<l  wiih 
hi»  account.    There  may  also  be  cotuulteil  Harl.  MSS.  1 106. 1^30  and  6l38. 

t  Paiace  of  Pleasure,  Vol.  II.  p.  663. 

X  Tbe  mtuUtion  is  reprinted  in  tlic  second  volume.  Of  the  origiaal  edition 
there  is  Dot  any  notice  in  Herberu  * 


perpetrated  on  bis  eldest  Son  Afiistapha.  •  This  was  6rst  dedicated 
to  Sir  William  Cobliam  Knight,  afterwards  Lord  Cobham,  War- 
den of  the  Cinque  Ports;  and  it  is  material  to  remark,  (hat  that 
Dobleman  succeeded  to  the  title  Sept.  the  29th,  1558  ;t  and  from 
the  author  being  a  prisoner  until  Sept.  1555,  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  Translation  was  finished  earlier  than  circa  1557-8. 

In  15G0  the  learned  William  Fulke,  D.  I),  attacked  some  incon- 
sistent, iliougb  popular,  opinions,  in  a  small  Latin  tract  called 
"  Anliprognosticon  contra  invtilcs  astrologorvm  prxdictiones 
Nostrodami,  &c,"  and  at  the  back  of  the  title  arc  Verses,  J  by 
friends  of  the  author,  the  first  being  cnrjllod  "  Guliilmi  Paiiiteri 
ludimagisiriSeuenochensisTeirasticon."  This  has  been  considered 
by  Tanner  as  our  authorj§  nor  does  there  appear  any  reason 
for  attempting  to  controvert  that  opinion;  and  a  translation  of 
Fulkc's  'I'ract  also  seems  to  identify  nur  author  with  the  master 
of  Sevenoaks  School.  The  title  is  "  Antiprognosticon,  that 
is  to  Mive,  an  Inuectiue  agaynst  ihc  vayne  and  vnprufi  table 
predictions  of  the  Astrologians  as  Nostrodimic,  &,c.  Translated 
out  of  Latine  into  Englishe.  Wberevnio  is  added  by  the  author 
a  shorte  Treatise  in  Englyshe  as  well  for  ilie  vtier  suhuersion  of 
that  fained  arte,  as  also  for  the  better  vndcrstandyngeof  the  com- 
mon people,  vnto  whom  the  fyrst  labour  seuietb  not  sufficient. 
Habet  6f  nntsca  tpUnem  Siformice  ma  hitis  mat,  156(>"  12mo.  At 
the  back  of  the  title  is  a  sonnet  by  Henry  Uennet :  followed  in  the 
next  page  by  Painter*s  Address.  On  the  reverse  of  this  last  page 
is  a  prose  address  "  to  his  louyng  frende  W.  F,"  dated  "  From 
Seuenoke  xxii  of  Octobre,"  and  signed  "  Your  familiar  frende 
WillyamPaynier/'l 

•  This  happened  in  t55tf.  anJ  Moffan  remained  a  captive  unlil  Sept.  IbSS, 

-f  Biydge»'s  Peerage,  Vol.  IX.  |>.  406.  Banks's  Dormant  Pecragf,  Vol.  11- 
p.  108. 

J  These  ver»e»  were  answered  \rv  anoihcr  Kentith  wriier.  ••  In  conuersiuro 
Polenj^nii  Ifomab*  Gogae  caimcii  1^  l^crin^e  Canliani,"  prefixed  lo  thrjirtu 
fixe  lokes  of  the  tnoonU  chrutian  pott  MarcelluM  PalingmMs,  cn.lrd  the  ZuihaKe 
ttftife-  Tramlaled  by  Barnabc  Cooge.  loCl.  12roo.  Sec  Ccns.  Lit.  Vol.  II. 
p.  21£.  Where  ii  appears  that  Bamaby  Googc  was  conneiied  with  several 
Kentish  fiinuUcs.     He  married  a  Darell.     His  grandmother  wai  Lady  Hal». 

§  liiilto/heca,  p.  bJO. 

I)  M.  S.  Athiiwlc,  302.    Mr.  H.  Ellis  has  kindly  fumi&hcd  mc  with  the  above. 


By  the  regulations  of  tbe  school,  as  gram mar-m aster,  he  must 
have  been  a  bachelor  of  arts,  and  approved  hy  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and  to  the  appointment  was  attached  a  bouse 
and  sulnry  of  50l.  per  annum.* 

Of  the  appointment  to  the  School  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  particulars.  Tliat  situation  -f  was  probably  left 
for  one  under  government,  of  less  labour,  as  he  was  appointed  by 
ktters  patent  of  the  yth  of  Feb.  in  the  2d  of  Eliz.  (15()0-1)  to 
succeed  John  Rogers,  deceased,  hs  CJerk  of  the  Ordinance  in  the 
Tower,  with  (he  official  stipend  of  eightpence  per  diem,  which 
place  be  retained  during  life. 

In  15(52  there  wa*  a  license  obtnincd  by  William  Jones  to  print 
"  The  Cytic  of  Cyvelite,  translated  into  Engleashe  by  william 
paynter."  Probably  this  was  intended  for  the  present  work,  and 
entered  iu  the  Stationers  Register  as  soon  as  the  translation  was 
commenced,  to  secure  an  undoubted  copy-right  to  the  Publisher. 
Neither  of  tlir>  stories  bear  such  a  title,  nor  contain  incidents  in 
charBcier  with  it.  The  interlocutory  mode  of  delivery,  after  the 
manner  of  some  of  the  originaU,  might  have  been  at  first  intended, 
and  of  the  conversiition  introducing  or  ending  some  of  those  taken 
from  the  collection  of  the  Queen  of  Navarre,  a  part  is  even  now, 
though  incongruously,  retained.}:  Uy  rejecting  the  gallant  speeches 
of  the  courtiers  and  sprightly  replies  ofthcladiirs,  and  making  them 
unconnected  siorie*t,  the  ideaof  civility  was  no  longer  appropriate, 
and  therefore  gave  place  to  a  title  erjuully  alliterative  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Palace  of  Pleasure. 

Under  this  conjecture  Painter   was  three  years  perfecting  the 


ilunng  a  lair  visit  to  Oxford,  uul  utnerve*  that  the  reference  in  Tanocr  is  wrongly 
stated,  the  article  being  in  Ashmate's  study. 

•   Ha*tcd's  Hist,  t^f  Kent,  Vol.  III.  p.  yS. 

t  jr  Paiiuer  laid  in  this  School  the  fnundatiun  of  that  furttinct  which  he  tiAer- 
winU  aiiiM.-ar»  to  have  re^iliscfl  iit  l.ind,  lie  did  no  more  than  was  done  by  a 
cclehnile<l  »ucce**«ir,  Thonia-t  Farnaby,  a  well-known  annotaior  on  Horace,  who 
tarttlcd  hi-  male  jxijicrity  at  Kep(iingion  in  the  juirith  of  ScvcnoaJis,  where  they 
icutuinc*!  in  rank  and  opulfnci-,  till  the  late  Sir  Charles  Famuhy,  Biirt.  wlio  ai 
one  time  in  the  present  retiin  repre?<ntPil  the  County  of  Kent,  sold  that  seal  and 
atUe  to  Francis  Motley  Aiwten,  EAr|.  the  present  owner. 

J  George  Whetstone  has  J»  Ufptamcron  of  Ciuill  Ditcour»f$,  &c.  I58«. 


Translation  ot*  the  tirdt  7olumc  of  tbe  Palace  of  Pleasure.  He 
subscribes  the  dedicatory  Epistle  "  nere  the  Tower  of  London  the 
first  of  Januarie  I56t>,"  using  ihe  new  style,  a  fashion  recently 
imported  from  France.*  It  mu$t  be  read  as  1565-6  to  explain  a 
passage  in  another  Epistle  before  the  second  volume,  where  he 
speaks  of  his  histories  "  parte  wherof,  two  j'cares  past  (almost)  wer 
made  commune  in  a  former  boke/'  concluding  "from  my  poore 
house  besides  theToure  of  London,  the  fuurthe  of  Nouember, 
1 567-"  The  two  volumes  were  al'terwartls  enlarged  with  additional 
novels,  as  will  be  described  under  a  future  head,  and  with  tbe 
completion  of  this  (ask  ends  all  knowledge  of  his  literary  pro- 
ductions. 

It  no  where  appears  in  the  Palace  of  Pleasure  that  Painter  either 
travelled  for  informaliun,  or  experienced,  like  many  a  genius  of 
that  age,  the  inclination  to  roam  expressed  by  his  couiemporary 
Churchyard, 

"  Of  running  leather  were  his  shucs,  his  fecte  no  where  could  reste."  f 

Had  he  visited  the  Continent,  it  is  probable,  that  in  the  course 
of  translating  so  many  novels,  abounding  with  foreign  manners  and 
scenery,  there  would  have  been  some  observation  or  allusion  to 
vouch  his  knowledge  of  tbe  faithfulness  of  the  representation,  as, 
in  a  few  instances,  he  has  introduced  events  common  in  our  own 
history. 

He  probably  escaped  the  military  fury  of  the  age  by  being 
appointed  "  Clerk  to  the  great  Ordinance,"  contentedly  hearing 
the  loud  peals  upon  days  of  revelry,  without  wishing  to  adventure 
further  in  "a  game,"  which,  "  were  subject*  wise,  kings  would  not 
play  at,'*  In  the  possession  of  some  competence  he  might  pru- 
dently adjust  his  pursuits  out  of  office,  to  the  rational  and  not 
unimportant  indulgence  of  htcrature,  J  seeking  in   the  retirement 

•   In  France  the  style  was  altered  in  1564.      Ciavis  Calmdaha.  Vol.  I.  p.  64. 

f  Bibliographical  MucrllanicM,  1613.  p.  S. 

I  This  a  continned  by  his  making  the  following  obserriiiion:  •*  When 
Ubour  reateth  him  «elfc  in  me,  and  leisure  refre»heth  other  affairs,  nothing  delights 
more  that  vacant  tyme  than  readiitge  of  Histories  in  such  vulgar  spcache, 
wherein  my  small  knowledge  tiiketh  repast."     Epiittr  Dedicalary^  Vol.  II.  p.  4. 


of  the  study,  of  the  vales  of  Kent,  and  of  domestic  »ooi?fy7 that 
equantniity  of  the  pa;isions  and  happiness  which  must  overflow 
from  rational  amuseinet*,  from  contracted  desires,  and  acts  of 
virtue;  and  which  the  successive  demands  for  his  favourite  work 
might  serve  to  cheer  and  cnhveo. 

Aa  the  founder  of  the  family*  his  money  must  be  presumed  to 
have  been  gained  by  hims^>lf,and  not  acquired  by  descent.  Ft  would 
be  pleasing  to  believe  some  part  of  it  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  labours  of  his  pen.  But  his  productions  were  not  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  conuuand  it,  although  he  must  rank  as  one  of  the 
£rst  writers  who  introduced  novels  into  our  language,  since  so 
widely  lucrative  to— priuters.  Yet  less  could  there  accrue  » 
saving  from  his  office  to  enable  hiui  to  complete  the  purchases  of 
land  made  at  Gillinghnm,  co.  Kent. 

At  what  period  he  murriod  cannot  be  staled.  His  wife  was 
Dorothy  Bonham  of  Cowling,  born  about  the  year  1537,  and 
their  six  children  were  all  nearly  adults,  and  one  married,  at  the 
time  of  bis  death  in  1594.  We  may  therefore  conclu<le  that  event 
could  nut  be  later  than  \565  ;  •^tid  if  he  obtained  any  portion  with 
his  wife  the  siamc  date  allows  of  a  disposition  of  it  as  now  re- 
quired. 

It  is  certain  that  he  purchased  of  Thomas  and  Christopher  Webb 
the  manor  of  East-Court  in  the  parish  of  Oillingham,  where  his 
son  Anthony  P.  resided  during  his  father's  lifetime.  He  also  pur- 
chased of  Christopher  Sampson  the  manor  of  Twidall  in  the  same 
parish  with  its  appurtenances,  and  a  fine  was  levied  for  that  purpose 

*  Some  of  the  following  noiicrs,  probnbly,  relate  to  branches  of  the  £iniily/— 
WiUiani  Paynter  **  de  Vkefield/'  paifics««d  Undi  at  Hor»cinoml<.!n,  Benyiiilen* 
■odMcrdcn,  ai.  Knit.  He  left  three  sons^  Alexander,  Johnand  Roliert.  His  will 
dated  ^inh  Feb.  '24.  Hen.  7di.  (1509)  and  pruved  in  Nnvrniher  following. — 
John  P.  Ciilien  and  Freemason  of  London,  by  Will  dated  gOih  Nov.  1532, 
proved  lA37f  gave  to  the  children  of  his  late  hrother  Richard  P.  laicof  Litllcportp 
CO.  Kent,  (k,  8d.  each.  He  was  to  be  buried  at  St.  Albnns,  W«kkI  Street,  where 
on  imjuiry  I  am  informed  the  Registers  of  that  j»eri<id  do  not  exist. — John  P. 
twice  Ma)-or  of  Dover,  died  14th  July,  1540,  buried  at  Hainham,  same  co.  See 
Weever'«  Funeral  Monummti. — Edmnnde  P.  Steward  to  the  Bt»hop  ofKly.held 
a  patent  place,  and  by  his  will  dated  7th  Sept.  14  Eliz.  (1573)  gave  to  hi»  brother'! 
dao^ter  "  Jobane"  forty  pounds.     Probably  the  eldest  daughter  of  our  Author. 


8 

in  Easier  Term  \6  Eliz.  Both  the  miuiors  remained  in  ttit.- family, 
and  passed  by  direct  line  from  tlie  above  named  Aruhotiy,  through 
William  and  AJIington,  his  son  and  grandson,  to  his  great  grandson 
Robert,  who  resided  at  Wesierham,  in  the  same  county,  and  ob- 
tained an  Act  of  Parliament,  7  Geo.  I.  "  to  enable  him  to  sell 
the  manors  of  Twydaland  East-Court."* 


*  Hasietl'ft  IFtttor^  of  Kent.  arL  Gillivgham.     The  followiog  pedigree  of 
the  fomilyis  collected  from  Hasted  and  ihe  Harlciui  MSS. 


Willum  Painter/, 
of  Twedall,  parish  of 
Gillingham,  the  author. 
Ob.  1594. 


,t'=  Dorothy,  daiighier 

oi Bonlutn, 

cif  Ciiu'Iing.    Ob. 
Oct.  19,  1617, 
^l.  80. 


Dorothy>^ohn     Helcna=siohri     AmlioDy=7Catbcrinc,    Cnherine-*'    Cbampt    Aniu.| 


Bigflnhal] 


Hotnby 


Nathaniel^  Joanna-^  Joho 
Pinrich  OfwcU 


cohetreu  of 
RobcHarris, 

Master  io 

Chancery. 


Co.  Suff. 


Wiluam,  oi^Rliubcth,  daughter 
Gillinghati))(licilt  of  Walter  Hickmaiii 
about  the  time  of  I  of  K  cw,  Co.  Surrej', 
the  Rcftorationl  Esq.  relict  urGeorge 
ofCharlet  II.      I  Aiungton.jun. 


AHinsto 


— T 1 

Eliubeth.§        Anoa.$ 


t,»£lein<irajyoungeflt  daughter 
wbo  obtained  an  act       cf  Sir  Thomas  Seyliard, 
of  parliamem  to  all-       Bart,  buried  it  Wcuer- 
enate  the  manors  of       ham. 
Twedall    and   East 
Court. 


t5*  Arms.  Gvlet,  a  chtvron  between  three  grins' keadt  erased  or,  on  a  chi^ 
of  the  necond  an  helmet  table  leticcen  two  pellets.  CitBST.  A  litard  (as  «up- 
potcd)  oert,  eicaping  from  the  trunk  of  an  old  treff  proper. 

t  Alio  spett  Paynier  and  PaynMcr ;  but  neithtr  u»«d  by  the  above-named  WOlian 
Painter,  IT  we  may  rely  upon  the  repetition  of  ten  printed  authorities. 

t  That  Anna  was  the  youngest  child,  ii  doubtful,  from  ber  father  only  nimins  hcr>  be- 
tides Heleiu,  as  entitled  to  a  portion.    She  resided  wtth  her  mother,  tinmarriedi  ]617> 

§  One  of  the**  married  William  Wlsaman,  a  civilian. 


Not  any  part  of  the  real  Estate  was  affected  by  the  will  of 
William  Painter,  whoappears,  fromits  being  nuncupative,  to  have 
deferred  making  it,  until  a  speedy  dissolution  was  expected.  It 
ia  as  follows: 

*•  In  thtname  of  God,  Amen.  Thr  nineteenth  day  of  February  in  the  Year  of 
cnir  Lord  God  one  thoiuand  5ve  hundred  ninety  four,  in  the  seven  3nd  thirtieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lsuly  Elitabcth,  &c.  Williani  Painter  ihen 
Clerk  ofhcrMaj.  Great  Ordinance  of  the  Tower  of  London,  being  of  perfect 
mind  and  memoiy,  declared  and  entcrred  his  mind  meaning  and  last  Will  and 
Testament,  noncupativv.  by  word  of  mouth  in  eflect  as  followethi  viz.  Being 
then  very  sick  and  asked  by  his  wife  who  should  pay  his  son  in  law  John 
Hornbrc  the  portion  which  was  promised  him  with  hb  wife  in  marriage,  and  who 
should  pay  tn  his  daughter  Anne  Painter  her  portion,  and  to  the  others  his 
diildren  which  had  nothing;*  and  whether  his  said  wife  should  j>ay  them  the 
same,  the  said  William  Painter  answered,  Yea.  And  being  further  asked  whether 
he  would  give  and  bequeath  anto  his  said  wife  all  his  said  goods  to  pay  them  as  he 
in  former  times  used  to  say  he  would,  to  whom  he  answered  also,  yea.  In  the 
presence  of  William  Peitila,  John  Pennington,  and  Kdward  Songer.  Anon  after 
in  the  same  day  confirming  the  premises;  the  said  Williain  Painter  being  very 
sick,  yet  of  perfect  memory,  William  Raynolds  asking  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Painter 
whether  he  had  taken  order  for  the  disposing  of  his  Goods  to  his  wife  and  children, 
and  whether  he  had  put  all  in  his  wives  hands  to  deal  and  dispose  of  and  to  |»bj 
his  son  Hornby  his  portion,  f  and  whether  he  would  make  his  said  wife  lu  be  his 
whole  Executrix,  or  to  that  effect,  to  whose  demand  the  said  Testator  Mr.  William 
Painter  then  manifesting  his  will  and  true  meaning  therein  willingly  answered, 
yea,  in  the  presence  of  William  Raynolds,  John  Hombie  and  Edward  Songer."t 

He  probably  died  immediately  after  the  date  of  the  will. 
Among  the  quarterly  payments  at  the  ordinance  office  at  Cliristmaa 
J594  is  entered  to  "  Mr.  Painter  Gierke  of  thodince  xvij'b,  xv*-" 
and  upon  Lady  Day  or  New  Year's  Day  1595.  "To  VViUin 
Painter  and  to  S'.  Stephen  Ridleston  %  Clarke  of  tliordncefor  the 

*  Dorothy  P.  (the  Executrix)  by  her  will,  dated  3d  July,  l6t7>  gave  a  specific 
l^acy  to  her  gmnddaughter  Thomasine  Hornby,  which  was  to  be  void  if  she  sued 
or  imploded  her  executor,  relative  to  any  gift,  li^acy  or  bequest,  under  the  above 
will  i  from  which  it  may  be  concluded  the  portion  of  John  Homby'i  wife  waa 
never  properly  adjusted. 

f  Proved  in  the  Prcrog;itive  Court  of  Canterbury,  3d  Feb.  15^. 

X  His  |>atent,  dated  SIst  June  IdQd,  gives  all  emoluments  from  theday  of  the 
death  of  William  Painter. 

VOL.  I.  C 
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like  quarter  also  warranted  xvij"*.  xv'*"  He  was  buried  in  London.* 
After  his  death  the  widow  retired  to  Gillingham,  where  she  died 
Oct.  I9lh  1617.  -*ii.  80,  and  where  she  was  buricd.f 

•  In  ihe  Will  of  Dorothy  P.,  already  noticed,  is  ihc  follon^ng  direction.  "  In 
caie  I  dye  or  deparie  thui  life  ia  the  Citie  of  London,  to  be  burycd  in  the  same 
parish  in  London  where  my  late  loving  husband  Mr.  VViltiam  Paynter,  Gierke  of 
the  grcalOrdinance  of  the  Tower  of  London,  was  buryed,  and  u  necre  to  the 
place  where  he  was  buried  as  conuenyentHe  may  be,  wilhsome  memoriall  ilicreto 
be  engraven  scit  vp  or  placed  as  shalbc  devised  and  oppoyuicd  by  my  cxecutur  and 
OTCiMers  hereafter  named ;  yf  elsewhere  then  allso  at  theire  like  dtscrciions  and 
with  the  like  memoriall."  Had  she  set  up  nich  a  memorial  for  her  husband,  the 
name  would  probably  have  been  found  in  Stowc's  Survey  of  London,  It  docs  not 
occur  in  theR^stersof  the  Tower  Chapel  j  AUhallows  Barking;  St.  Catherine's; 
or  Aldgate.  At  St.  Dunstan's,  Tower  Street,  the  register  has  been  destroyed,  and 
also  at  St.  Alban's,  Wood  Street,  where  there  was  probably  a  family  vault, 
and  not  being  the  church  frequented  when  he  lived  by  the  Tower,  the  name 
might  have  been  forgotten  by  the  widow. 

f  Her  Will  was  not  proved  until  July  l6S0.  It  is  unusually  lon^  and  the 
bequests  arc  trifling.  She  particularizes  all  her  grand-children,  whom,  in  the 
language  then  used,  she  calls  nephews  and  nieces.  There  had  probably  been 
some  diflerence  in  the  family  to  occasion  the  following  passage,  whereby  she 
bequeaths  the  only  memorial  mentioned  of  our  author.  *'  Item,  whereas  my 
rery  wclbcloucd  nciphue  William  Payntcr,  and  I,  and  all  my  children,  riowe  are 
and  I  tnut  in  God  so  shall  continue  loving  hartie  and  inward  frends,  whereof  I 
receyue  great  ioye  and  contentment,  vnto  the  which  my  saied  neiphuc,  for  a  gentle 
remembraunce,  I  give  and  bequeethe  my  ublet  of  gould  with  a  pearle  to  yt  which 
Bometymes  was  his  graund father's,  beyug  nowe  all  readie  in  his  owne  keeping  and 
possession."  The  will  b  subscribed  with  a  cross,  which  the  feebleness  of  age 
might  rexxler  necessary. 


BIBLIOGRJPHICAL  NOTICES. 


Of  the  first  volume  of  the  palacb  of  pleasure  there  were 
three  editions,  but  ot*  the  ficcood  only  two  are  known.  Each  of 
these,  all  uncommonly  fair  and  perfect,  through  the  liberal 
indulgence  of  their  respective  owners,  are  now  before  me;  a 
combination  which  has  scarcely  been  seen  by  any  collector,  how- 
ever distinguished  for  ardour  of  pursuit  and  extensivcness  of 
research,  since  the  age  of  Q.  Elizabeth.  Their  rarity  in  a  per- 
fect state  may  render  an  accurate  description,  though  lengthened 
by  miuutenes9,orsomc  value  to  the  bibliograplier.  The  account 
of  them  will  be  given  in  their  chronological  order. 

The  Palace  of  Pleasure  \  Beautified,  adorned  and  |  torll 
fumiSiStd,  Yuitfi  |plea=  |  saunt  Histories  and  excellent  \ 
jfioiitllc0,  0clectcD  out  of  I  diuers  good  and  commen-  ( 
dabk  flutfior^.  |  ^  By  IViUiarn   Painter  Clarke  of  the  \ 
Ordinaume    and  Armarie.  \  [Wood-cut   of  a   Bear   and 
ragged  Staff,  the  crest  of  Ambrose  Earl  of  Warwick, 
central  of  a  garter,  whereon  is  the  usual  motto  |  honi: 
soit:  avi:   kal:  y:   pense.  |  1566.  \JMPRINTED 
AT\  Hondon,  bp  t^cnrp  ^cngatn,  |  for  Richard  Tottell 
and  William  lones.*—  4to.  Extends  to  sig.  Nnnij.  besides 
introduction,  and  is  folded  in  fours. 

This  title  is  within  a  narrow  fancy  metal  border,  and  on  the 
backoftheleaf  arethe  Armsof  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  which  fill  the 
page.  With  signature  •  '2  commences  the  dedication,  and  at  5[  8 
is  "  a  recapiiulacioD  or  briefe  rchersal  of  the  Arguments  of  euery 
Nouell,  with  the  places  noted,  in  what  author  euery  of  the  same  or 
the  effect  be  rcade  and  contayned."  These  articles  occupy  four 
leaues  each,  and  6ve  more  occupy  the  address  *'  to  the  reader,** 

•  Herbert  h»  this  edition  entered  asprintwJbj- Thomas  Mor^hc,  tipontheau* 
thority  of  Mr.  William  White,  p.  856.  Il  was  licensed  to  Jones  as  "  ccrlcn  his- 
toryei  collected  out  of  dyuera  Ryght  good  and  profitable  autboun  by  William 
Pnynter."  ib.  13  ig. 


followt'd  by  die  muiies  of  the  Authors  from  whom  the"  nouels  be 
selected;"  timking  the  whole  inlroductiou,  with  title,  14  leuvea. 
The  nouels  btring  Ix.  in  numbt-r,  conclude  with  t'uho  345j  but 
there  are  only  2S0  teavesy  aa  a  c&stratioD  appears  of  56.*  On  the 
ffvorac  (if  the  last  folio  are  "  faultes  escaped  in  the  printing ;"  and 
besides  lliose  corrected,  there  ajc  **  other  faultes  [tliai]  by  small 
aduise  and  lesse  payne  may  by  waying  the  discourse  be  easely 
aTnende<l  ur  lightly  passed  ouer."  A  distinct  leaf  has  the  following 
colophon: 

Imprinted  at  Lon-  |  tlou,  by  Henry  Denham,  |  for 
IKtCJgarO  'CottcH  anb  J  SQilliam  3one0  |  Anno  Domini. 
\56Q  I  lanuarij  ^z6.  \  Cgrcte  tooKrd  are  to  be  0olOr  at  t^r 
long  0boppe  i  at  t&c  ^Uapt  cuHt  of  pauUd. 

This  volume  is  rarely  discovered  perfect.  The  above  was  pur- 
chased ut  the  late  sale  of  Col,  Stanley's  library  for  901,  by  Six 
Mark  Mastennun  Sykes,  Bt. 

The  second  Tome  |  of  the  Palace  of  Pleasure,  |  ton- 
ttpniiig  manifoltir  ^rort  of  goodlp  |  Histories^  Tragicall 
matters  ;uk1  {  ot{icr  ^^orall  argument,  |  vcrtf  requisite  for 
tk'  I  Ug^t  9  profit.  |  Chmtn  and  sekctcd  out  qf\  diuers 
^ood  and  cotnnicri-  |  dabic  Authors,  |  By  William  Painter, 
Clarke  of  the  |  Ordinance  and  Armarie.  |  axno.  1567.  | 
Imprinted  at  London,  in  |  Pater  Xoster  Rowe,  by  Henrie 

I  Uynucman,  for  Nicholas  |  England.f  4to.  JElxtends, 
w-ithout  introduction,  to  signature  P.  P.  P.  P,  p.  jiij, 
and  is  folded  in  fours. 

A  broad  metal  border,  of  fancy  [>aitem,  adorns  the  title  page. 
At  Mgnature  a.  ij.  begins  the  Epistle  to  Sir  George  Howard. 
which  the  author  subscribes  from  hia"  poore  house  beskies  the 
Toure  of  Londoo,  the  fourihe  of  Nouember  1567:**  and  that  is 

*  Tbrrc  i»  akpwof  Mfmatiiratboai  Oo.j.  to  Asa.  j.  and  of  fblm  ftoa  140* 
(iMpiiimil  ias>toSOI.  Whmwiiwiaiiil  ihc  c«innioo  it  i«  impniiith  t»  ctm- 
JtCtW^lh*  vohNKMCcrtNitlj  perfect,  u  ibr  tiblr  of  Coomho  hat  no  attidc  iv 

t  HvWn.  907.    £Mct«d  in  ibe  SntWw>tn'  Regbtsr  (wlilr.G. 
t)  m  lsa6-7»  ••  wNjchoaai  Ewftjuailr  * 


IS 

^  a  Bommary  of  tbc  contents  and  auilioriiies,  tnaktng. 
^tle,  10  ieavM.  There  are xxxiiij  novels,  aiidthcy  end 
L  Ttvo  leaves  in  continuatiun  have  "  the  concluiiion/* 
ters  fauUes  escaped  in  priatyng,"  and  on  the  reverse  of 
I  the  printer's  culftphon. 

ited  at   London  |  by    Henry   Bynnenian  |  for 
j  Englande  |  anvo  m.d.lxvu.  |  NoncmbrU  8. 
pf  this  volume  was  lately  in  the  possession  of  Messrs. 
>omhill,  Bouksellera>  with  a   genuine  title,  though  dif 
Tanged  from    the  above,  and   varied  in    the  spilling.^ 
tipared,  some  unimportant  alterations  were  founds  as 
Tied  commas  on  the  margin  of  one  of  the  pugcs  in  the 
with  the  correction  of  m  fault  in  printing  more  in  one 
the  other,  though  the  same  edition.f . 
allacc  I  of  10lea0ure  SSeauriffeD,  |  adorned  and  wd 
with  I  Pleasaunt    Ilistorycs   an<I     excellent  | 
selected  outof  diuers  {  good  and  comtnenOa-  | 
mrf.  I  f  Dy   William  Painter  Clarke  [  of  the 
ce  and  |  Armaric.  |  1569.  I  Jntprhited  at  London 
nreate   ncarc   to    S.   Dunstoncs  |  C^ttrcfa    bp 
%X$f^tt — 4to.  Extends  to  K  k.  viij,  &  i»  folded 
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ihM  i  Tile  second  Tome  |  of  the  Pilare  of  Plcasare,  |  eonteyning 
I  Histories  j  Tngicall  manen  and  other  mo-  j  rail  aliment,  very 
r  dtlight?  I  uid  profit.  |  Chown  and  »elccie(l  out  of  |  dirers  good 
Idsblc  authors.  |  By  Willtnm  Painter,  Gierke  of  the  )  Ordtoance 
Anno.  1567-  |  Imprinted  Sec." 

rencen  are  foumi  in  the  earlieil  stage  of  llie  EngUth  preu.    Thui 
""p**  Cato,  1483,  in  poiseMion  of  the  Duke  of  Doooshire,  ha*  ihe 

kbegynneth  the  prologue  or  prohemyc  of  the  book  callid : 
'  belonging  to  the  Library  of  Lee  Priory,  it  ttnnds 
bcgjniteth  the  prologue  or  prohemye  of  the  booke  callyd. 
d  volume  U  undoubtedly  the  rarest  nf  the  two.    The  industrious 
i  oot  appear  to  have  Kca  it,  as  in  the  Account  of  the  Engliih  Dra- 

11,  he  lefcTs  more  than  once  to  the  ori{^ab  for  stories  conuiued 
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The  title  is  in  the  compartment  frequently  used  by  Marsh, 
having  the  stationers*  arms  at  the  top,  his  own  initials  at  the 
bottom^  and  pedestals  of  a  Satyr  and  Diana,  surmounted  with 
flowers  and  snakes,  on  the  sides.  It  is  a  reprint  of  the  Srst  volume 
without  alteration,  except  closer  types.  The  introduction  con- 
cludes on  the  recto  of  the  eleventh  leaf,  and  on  the  reverse  of  fo. 
264  is  the  colophon.  Jmprinted  at  London  in  Flete  \ 
streate  neart  vnto  Sainct  Dumtones  \  Churche  by  Thomas 
Marshe  |  /4mio  Domi/iL  I56y.* 

THE  PALACE  |  of  Pleasure  Beautified  (  aOorneH  and 
toell  funniSlgeti  |  with  plcasaunt  Histories  and  |  tXttWtnt 
if^outltt,  0elrcrtd  out  {  of  tiiutx$  gooti  an&  rommrn-  | 
OabU  Zutf^outn.  KBp  GSRilUam  ^atmrt  Clskfht  \  of  the 
Ordinauuce  |  and  Amiarie.  |  Eftsones  perused  corrected 
I  and  augmented.  (  1375.  |  Imprinted  at  London  |  by 
Thomas  Alarshe. — 4to.  Extends  to  signature  O  o,  iiij. 
and  is  folded  in  eights. t 

Title  in  same  compartment  as  the  last.  The  introduction  it 
given  in  nine  leaves,  and  the  novels  commence  the  folio,  and  end 
at  279.  The  arguments  of  every  novel,  transposed  from  the 
beginning,  continue  for  three  leaves  to  reverse  of  O  o  iiij,  having 
for  colophon. 

Imprinted  at  London  by  |  C|^oma0  t)9ar0{ie. 

Seven  novels  were  added  10  the  former  number,  and  the  lan- 
guage improved, 

■  Dr.  Fumer's  copy  wu  Vol.  I.  idCi),  and  Vol.  II.  156?.  Purchased  at  the 
sole  by  Mr.  Payne  for  fifteen  guineas.  [Bibl.  Farm.  No.  5993.]  The  opinion 
Dr.  Fanner  entertained  of  their  rarity  may  be  given  in  his  own  words  :  *'  The 
Two  Tomei,  which  Tom  Rawlinson  would  have  called  Juj/a  voluminay  are 
almost  annihilated.  Mr.  Ames,  who  searched  after  books  of  this  sort  with  the 
utmost  avidity,  most  certainly  had  not  seen  them,  when  he  published  hts  TypogrO' 
pkical  AntiquitUSf  as  appears  from  his  blunders  alwut  them  ;  uiid  possibly  1  my- 
self might  have  remained  in  the  same  predicament,  had  I  not  been  favoured  with 
a  copy  by  my  generous  friend,  Mr.  Lort."   Enuy  on  the  Learning  afShttkrsprare, 

^  Hence  Tanner  and  others  have  been  erroneously  supposed  to  describe  an 
edition  in  Octavo,  and  I  have  seen  copies  where  the  margin,  cropped  by  (he 
intolerable  plough  of  the  binder,  might  have  been  »bown  in  proof  of  the  con* 
jectuxe. 


ECOND  I  Tome  of  the  Palace  of  [  pira0urr 
110    0tQrt    of    oooDlpr  |  ^i0rorir0,    Cragital 

9    otfter  I  Morall   argumcntes,    very    requi-  | 
.delight  and    |   profptc.    |   Chose  and  selected 
jbtcrs  good  and  cotnmendablc  au-  \  thors,  and  tiaw 
M     correC'  \  ted   and    encreased.  |  By     Wiliant 
Gierke   of  the  |  Ordinance  and  Annarie.  \  Im- 
t  London  |  In  Fleatstrcte  by  Thomas  |  marsub. 
B8  signature  Z  z  4,  and  is  folded  in  eights, 
the  cointmrtmeni  last  described.    Tl>e  loirtxluctioti  haa 
fes,  and  the  "  conclusion"  is  at  to.  360.*    The  summary 
L  which  stand  as  part  of  the  introduciion  In  the  former 
Wows,  making  four  leaves  after  diseontinuing  the  folio. 
b  printer's  colophon,and  the  type  throughout  is  smaller 
bed  before.    The  translator  added  one  historic  tale,  and 
^rial  alterations  in  the  text. 

Iipect  to  the  date  the  3'ear  1582  has  been   several  times 

litis  doabtful  if  I  have  discovered  the  source  of  the  au- 

ndys,  among   the   manuscript  notes   upon    Langbainc, 

'  W.  PflinUT*s  Palace  of  Pleasure,  &c.  4to.  \oGOf  and  in 

5,  and  1582:"  and  Mr.  Bindley,  whose  friendly   assjst- 

.Iways gratifying  to  record, pointed  out  tomy  ationtioD 

ne  of  the  library  of  the  Honorable  Bryan   Fairfaxyf 

olnmes  are  increased  in  number,  and  with  only  a  single 

inds  thus,  Lot  *'  336,  Painter's  Palace  of  Pleasure,   3 

.  1582:"  again  in  the  Osterley  catalogue,  p.  B7j  is  No. 

and  6  arc  repeated,  and  several  olhen  arc  crroneoiHly  numbered, 
lor  lale  by  auction  by  Mr.  Prcftta^^ofSarile  Row«  in  Apiil,  1766. 
rate  cootnct  to  Mr.  Child.    It  forms  the  principal  port  of  the 
ieyPkrk. 

e  expected  that  the  third  ro) ume  was  formed  by  adding  the  loferior 
George  P^uie,  wlw  itnitalnl  our  author's  title  ;  bui  that  wu  the 
succeeding  lot.  Pettir't  work  i»  called  :  A  petite  Pallace  )  of 
are:  [  contaynini^  many  preiie  Histories  |  by  him  Mt  fitorth  in 
I  and  most  delightfully  di<^^X]ursecl.  j  Omne  tulit  punctum,  |  ^i 
'c*.  I  Col.  Printed  at  Loudon,  by  R[icbaid]  W[atkinii].  n.  d.  but 
laiioncn'  books  1576-    Again  by  Wolfe,  n.  d.  and  other  editioni 
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"  26,  Palace  of  Pleasure,  1582."*  Todecide  positively  on  such  an 
unexpected  repetitioa  of  the  date  made  it  desirable  to  obtain  a 
sight  of  the  copy,  f  That,  with  some  difficulty,  has  been  effected. 
On  I'isiting  Osierley,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  1  found  the  two 
volumes  bound  in  one,  the  same  editions  as  those  now  printed 
from,  and  bnth  wanting  title  pages!! 

There  is  not  much  temerity  in  decisively  pronouncing  that  there 
□ever  was  an  edition  in  three  volumes;  that  the  date  of  1^82  was 
intended  by  Oldys  to  be  only  applied  to  the  second  volume ;  and 
that  that  date  was  founded  on  an  erroneous  conjecture.  Two  of 
these  points  are  already  disposed  of,  and  the  last  can  require  but 
few  words.  The  translation  of  the  t^ile  of  Sultan  Soliman,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  dedication  to  Sir  William  Cobham,  as 
shewn  in  a  former  page,  must  have  been  finished  about  1557-8, 
and  Painter,  on  the  reprinting,  mentions  that  fact  as  "  twenty- 
two  yeares  past  or  thereabouts,"  which  decides  that  the  printing 
the  above  volume  could  not  be  later  than  1560. 

I*98»  l608,  and  l6l3.  The  conif  n(s  of  the  volume  are  described  in  an  article 
by  Mr.  Utteraon  in  ihc  British  Bibliograpkcr ,  Vol.  II.  p.  3yS.  For  an  Account 
of  the  author  see  Wood's  Ath.  Ox»n.  by  Bliss,  1B13,  Vol.  I.  col.  559. 

*  Clflu  (or  rathercaie,  the  library  not  being  civsrd)  IX  ;  divbior  S;  thelf  7; 
book  s6.     Thii  cxpUins  Lhcoumerals  uicd  in  thcOsiericy  Cat. 

+  To  the  unequalled  store  of  bibliography,  possessed  by  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Dtbdin, 
iheru  has  lately  been  added  a  copy  of  the  Fairfax  c.italogue,  priced  according  to 
thepriratcvnluauon.  There  may  be  found  Caxlon's  Prince  Arthur  rated  at  only 
Af^y-fivcshiUing«,andlot336  (the  P.  of  Pleasure)  at /our  ^inm* ;  undoabtedly* 
from  the  above  description  in  the  catalogue,  the  copy  was  supposed  oviauB. 


NOTES  ON  THE  NOVELS. 


fOLUME  THE  FIRST* 


Novel  I.  The  Horatii  and  Curiatii. — In  the  recapitulation  of  con- 
tents in  the  first  edition  this  and  the  four  following 
novels  are  said  tu  be  taken  fioni  Livy. 

2.  Tarquio  and  Lucrece. — ^Though  the  translator  noticed 

theoriginal  source  for  his  histories,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  he  sometimes  wa»  content  with  intermediate 
translations,  either  in  the  French  or  Italian  languages ; 
and  from  his  familiar  knowledge  of  Bandello's  Novels, 
a^  presently  appears,  he  might  here  abbreviate  the 
Biory  inihai  writer,  Part  IL  Nov. 21,  asio  the  original 
Lucca  edition,  reprinted  by  Harding,  London,  1740, 
4  Vols.  4to.  and  at  Leghorn^  under  the  date  of  London, 
in  1792,  9  Vola.Svo.  The  other  editions  are  castrated, 
and  want  about  sixty  novelti.  Shakespeare  has  a  long 
poem  on  tin*  R4ipe  of  Lucrece ^  first  printed  1594. 

3.  Mulius  Sc£vola. 

4.  Martins  Coriolanus. 

5.  Appius  and  Virginia. — In  the  Pecorone  of  Set.  Giovanni 

FiorentiDO,  written  in  1378,  thi«  story  fortns  the  second 
novel  of  the  twentieth  day.  See  also  Gower's  Con- 
Jemone  Amantis,  1554.  lib.  7,  fol.  cxxxi.  and  the 
Doctour's  Tale  in  the   Canlcrburtf  Tales  of  Chaucer, 

*  In  the  Bnt  edition  ofthis  volume,  the  names  of  the  authors  are  inMrted  in 
ihe  table  of  contenti  from  whose  works  the  noveli  were  selected.  That  distinct 
reference  ii  not  aftcrwardi  repealed,  only  the  general  lut  of  authorities  after  the 
dedtcationft- — The  noveU  added  in  the  last  edition,  are  56,  60,  6),  6S,  63, 64,  and 
66,  and  diitinguiftbcd  by  an  aatcri«k  against  the  number. — 
VOL.    I.  d 
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6. 

7- 

8. 

9. 
12. 
11. 


12. 
IS. 

14. 

15, 
16. 
17. 
18, 
19. 
fiO. 
21. 
22, 


23, 
24. 


It  was  early  dramatised  for  our  stage  in  a  rare  piece 
entitled,  ji  new  tragical  comedy  of  j^pim  and  I'ir- 
ginia,  wherein  is  expressed  a  /hr/y  ei  ample  of  the 
virtue  of  Chastitie  by  Virginians  tunstancy  in  wiih' 
trig  rather  to  be  shin  other  own  father's  hands  then 
to  he  deflowered  by  the  xcicked  Judge  Apim,  by  R,  B, 
Imprinted  by  W,  How.  1375.  4to.  See  also  the 
names  of  W^ebster,  Betterion,  Denni»,  Crisp,  Mon- 
creif}',  Brooke,  Bidluke^  &c.  iutbe  Biographia  Drama- 
tica. 

Gygesand  the  Ring.     From  Herodotus, 

Craesusnnd  SoUm.     From  the  same. 

The  Father  that  sought  justice  against  his  son.  From 
J£liaD. 

Artaxcrxes  and  Sinetas.     From  tlie  same. 

Chariton  and  Menalippus.     From  the  same. 

Cyrus  and  Panthca.  From  Xenophon,  according  to 
the  reference  given  by  the  translator,  but  more  pro- 
bably taken  from  Bandello,  Part  III.  Nov.  9.  The 
same  story  is  to  be  found  in  Histoires  tragiques,  par 
Belleforest,  torn.  4.  p.  263. 

Abdohominus  made  King  of  Sidon  by  Alexander,  and 

The  Oration  of  the  Scythian  Ambassadour,  are  both 
from  Quintus  Curtius. 

Metellus  upon  Marriage.  This  and  the  twelve  short 
stories  following  arc  from  Aulus  GcHius. 

Lais  and  Demosthenes. 

Fabritius  Consul  of  Rome. 

The  Schoolmaster  and  Camillufl. 

Papyrius  Pretextatus. 

Plutarch's  Anger. 

^sop'sLark. 

Hannibal's  jest. 

Andrcodus  and  the  Lion.  Also  told  in  "  Sivqila:  Too 
good  to  be  true/' &c.  by  Thomas  Lupton.  :587«  p. 
139. 

The  Philosopher  Pbavorinus. 

Ses  tonus. 
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Novel  C5.  The  Sybil  Leaves. 

26.  The  Master  and  Scholar. 

i27>  Seleuchus  and  Antiochus.     From  Plutarch,  according 

to  the  table,  but  the  text  more  fitly  refers  to  Dandello. 

See  Part  H.  nov.  55.  and  Belteforest,  torn.  4.  p.  152. 
28-  Tioion  of  Athens.     Also  from  Plutarch. 

29.  Marriage   of  a   Widower   and   Widow.       From   "  5. 

Hierome  and  Pedro  de  Messias  Selva  di  varia  Lfz- 
xioni^"  Part  I.  ch.  34,  but  through  the  medium  of  the 
Italian  translation,  as  acknowledged  in  the  text. 

30.  Melchisedech.  This  and  the  nine  following  are  gathered 

from  Boccaccio's  Decamerone,  SceGiornatAy  I.  nov. 3* 

31.  Borsieri  and  Grimaldi.     Giorn.  I.  nov.  8. 

32.  Alberto  of  Bologna.     Giorn.  I.  nov.  10. 

33.  Rinaldo.     Giorn.  II.  nov.  2. 

34.  The  King  of  England's  daughter.     Giorn.  II.  nov.  3. 

Reprinted,  from  the  second  edition^  in  the  British 
Bihiio^Tdpher.     Vol.  I.  p.  201. 

35.  Landolfo.     Giorn.  II.  nov.  4. 
3fi   Andrutcio.     Giorn.  II.  nov.  5. 

37.  Earl  of  Anglers.     Giorn.  II.  nov.  8. 

38.  Gileitaof  Narbonne.  Giorn.  HI.  nov.  9>  The  principal 

events  in  this  story  form  the  plot  of  the  Comedy  of 
AH'swell  that  ends  well,  and  which  Dr.  Farmer  ob- 
serves. "  came  immediately  to  Shakespeare  from  Pain- 
ter's Palace  of  Pleasure." 

39.  Gismonda  and  Guiscardo.     Giorn.  IV.  nov.  1.     The 

invention  of  this  story,  as  far  as  we  know,  is  due  to 
Boccacio^  unless  he  drew  from  some  real  occurrence 
the  principal  incidents,  and  worked  them  up  into  their 
present  interesting  form.  Or,  as  he  is  known  to  have 
derived  materials  from  the  Old  Fablumx  and  Romam, 
it  is  possible  that  the  Romance  of  Raoul  de  Coucy 
and  the  Lady  of  Faiel,  which  is  supposed  to  have  its 
foundation  in  truth,  and  to  have  happened  in  the  12tb 
century^  may  have  buggessed  it  to  him.    The  stories 


have  a  sufficient  degree  of  similitude  to  reader  this  pro« 
bable,  and  if  it  was  the  case,  Bocuaccio  lias  evinced 
much  judgment  in  the  alterations  he  has  made.  It 
was,  soon  after  its  first  appearance,  translated  into 
Latin  by  Leonardo  Aretino,  one  of  the  restorers  of 
learning,  and  was  printed  several  times  in  the  lAth 
century,  under  the  title  Leonardi  Jretini  Epixtoia, 
dc  Amorc  Guistardii  ct  Sigismunda  Jilid  Ttittcredi 
Principis  Sahrnitam,  It  appears  aUu  in  sume  early 
editions  of  Laur.  Valla*a  translation  into  Latin  of 
iEsop's  Fables.  Anothertranslationinto  Latin  verse  was 
made  by  Tillippo  Beroaldo^  a  learned  and  celebrated 
man  of  the  15th  Century,  and  which  was  printed  at 
Paris,  1499- 

Jean  Pleury  translated  it  into  French  verse,  and  in 
this  form  it  was  printed  in  1493,  and  entitled,  Traitctrh 
plahant  et  TccrcatiJ' de  V amour  parfaite  de  Guifgardits 
et  Sigiimund€f  Jille  de  Tancrcdu%  (traduit  du  Latin  en 
vers  Franfois,)  par  Jefian  Fieury,  dit  Floridm.  Paris 
P.  le  Caroft.  1493.  4lo.  Lei.  Goth,  There  is  another 
edition  of  the  IJth  century,  also  in  4to.  withuut  date, 
fts  well  as  one  printed  at  Lyous.  1520,  l6mo. 

About  the  Year  l600  it  was  turned  into  Italian  verse 
iflttava  Rirna,')  by  Annibal  Guasco,  and  printed  at 
Venice,  The  first  regular  translation  in  our  vernacular 
tongue,  was  made  by  VVilllam  Walter^  who  calls  him- 
self servant  to  Sir  Henry  Marney,  Knight,  Chancellor 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  It  forms  a  poem  in  the 
octave  stanza,  and  was  first  printed  by  Wynkin  de 
Worde,  in  1532,  4to.  Again  with  Certaine  tcorfhye 
Manuscript  Poenu,  &c.  1595,  Timo;  which  last 
Las  lately  been  reprinted,  in  a  small  impression,  at 
Edinburgh.  For  the  juxta-position,  may  be  mentioned 
the  elegant  and  popular  poem,  of  that  title,  by 
pryden. 

Among  the  dramatic  writers  of  each  couutryj  it  was 


a  fHvourite  subject,  and  tbc  pieces  are  too  Dumerous  to 
claim  notipe  beyond  tbc  Eiiglisli  Stage.  For  that  it 
was  formed  into  a  tragedy  by  Robert  Wilmoi  and 
four  of  bis  fellow  studcnt.i;,  all  members  ofibe  Society 
of  tbe  Inner-Tciuplc.  It  was  written  in  rbiine^  and 
acted  before  Queen  Elizubetb  about  I  jGS.  A  frag- 
ment of  tbe  original  drama,  from  a  manuscript,  ptNe$ 
mtt  was  inserted  in  tbe  Cetuura  LiUraria,  Vol.  VII, 
p.  35Q.  The  play  was  afterwards  aherccl,  and  printed, 
as  "  newly  revived  and  polisbed,"  in  1592,and  may  be 
found  in  Dodslcy's  Collection,  Vol.  II. — Auoiber 
piece  19  said  to  bare  been  written  by  Sir  Henry  U'^otton, 
called  Tancredo,  whicb  is  lost.  The  present  Earl  of 
Carlisle  has  also  written  a  tragedy  thereon,  called  The 
FaifuT*$  Rcvettgt,  This  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
privately  printed,  and  adorned  with  engmviugs  from 
some  elegant  designs  by  Mr.  West&ll :  Also  in 
crown  octavo,  1801. — Tbe  celebrated  picture  of  Sigis- 
munda^  supposed  by  Corrcggio,  and  engraved  by 
Mac-Ardell,  is  believed  to  have  excited  Hogarth, 
rather  unfortunately,  to  paint  another  upon  tbe  same 
subject  For  the  opinions  of  the  critics,  with  a  copy 
of  the  etching  made  by  Ba^irc,  see  The  genuine  Works 
of  Hogarth,  iLc.  by  Nichols,  180B.  Vol,  I. 
40  Mahomet  and  Hyerene.  From  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov. 
10.  Similar.  Belleforest,  torn.  I.  p.  30.  Among  the 
once  popular  productions  of  George  Peele,  tbe  title 
remains  of  the fnmoiu  play  of*  the  Turkish  Mahomet 
and  Hyren  the  Fair  Greek,  And  this  author,  who 
died  in  1698,  might,  like  some  of  his  contemporaries, 
be  content  with  tbe  authority  of  the  translation  by 
Painter.  Tbe  story  has  since  been  repeatedly  drama- 
tified  and  printed.  By  Ludowic  Carlell,  under  the  title 
of  Osmond  tke  Great  Turk  f  l(i57;  by  Gilbert  Swinhoe, 
as  the  Unhappy  fair  Irene,  1658;  and,  as  Irene,  by 
Charles  Goring,  1708  \  and  Dr.  Johnson,  1749. 
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Novel  43.  Lady  of  Turin.  Band.  P.  IT.  nov.  12,  and  Belleforest, 
toin.  I.  p.  78.  The  near  resemblance  of  this  stury  to 
the  57th  NoTel  in  the  same  volume  seems  conclusive 
ihat  they  had  the  same  origin.  Several  of  the  novels 
of  Uandello,  and  ihe  Queen  of  Navarre,  who  were 
contemporaries,  are  the  same,  and  both  cullected 
many  of  their  tales  in  France. 

44.  Aleran  and  Adelasia.    Band,  P.  II.  nov.  27*  and  BcUe- 

forest,  torn.  I.  p.  157.  • 

45.  Duchess  of  Savoy.     Band.  P.  IT.  nov.  44.  and  Belle- 

forest,  torn,  f.  p.  107.  A  metrical  version  of  this  lale, 
as  the  History  of  John  Lord  MandozzCj  was  made  by 
Thomas  De  La  Peend,  and  licensed  as  early  as  1565. 
Of  this  rare  production  a  copious  account  has  been 
given  by  my  intelligent  friend  Mr.  J.  J.  Park,  in  the 
British  Bibliographer,  Vol.  II.  p.  323.  That  De  La 
Peend  found  his  materials  in  the  P.  of  Pleasure  seema 
confirmed  by  his  allusion  in  another  poem  toTancrcd 
and  Gismund,  and  Romeo  and  Juliet,  lb.  p.  347* 

46.  Countess    of  Salisbury.     Band.  p.   11.   nov.   46.    and 

Belleforest,  torn,  I.  of  xviii.  Lyons,  1378.  p.  6. 

Upon  the  English  incidents  in  the  preceding  novel, 
irhich  describe  the  Duchess  of  Savoy  as  sister  to  ihc 
King  of  England,  and  her  final  marriage  in  London 
to  the  Lord  Mandozzc,  our  translator  has  not  ventured 
to  make  any  observation  ;  and  from  the  uncertainty  of 
the  relation  having  any  thing  like  fact,  or  history  to 
support  it,  there  needed  no  commentary  :  but  of  the 
Countess  of  Salisbury,  where  the  whole  of  the  events 
are  supposed  to  have  arisen  in  England,  he  has,  in  the 
introducliun  to  the  tale,  shown  what  appears  the 
origin  of  the  romantic  narrative.  There  the  reference 
seems  happily  correct  to  Froissart,  as  the  historian  in 
whose  workBandcllo  discovered  hisprincipat  materials, 
and  which  led  him  into  the  error  of  introducing 
Edward   the  Third  as  the  lover,  in  place  of  his  son 


Edward,  Prince  of  Wales.  The  brief  relations  iu  the 
Chrouicle  of  St.  Albans,  Polycbronicon,  and  other 
histories,  are  uniform  on  this  point.  To  know  **  howe 
the  Kyng  of  England  was  in  amours  with  the  Con- 
tesse  of  Salysbury/'  the  curious  reader  may  refer  to 
froissart,  in  Pynson's  edition,  Vol.  I.  c.  77.  fol,  40: 
in  the  accurate  reprinti  edited  by  Mr.  Utterson,  1812, 
Vol.  I.  c.  77.  p.  98  :  Jobnes'  edit.  Vol.  I.  c.  76.  p. 
198-  Further  "  of  tixe  feast  and  iustynge  made  at 
London^  by  the  King  of  Englaad  for  the  loue  of  the 
Couniesse  of  Salysbury."  Pynson,  Vol.  I.e.  8y,  fol.  45. 
Ed.  1812,  C.89.  p*ilU  Johues,  Vol.  I,  c.  88.  p. 
225. 

47.  Galgano  and  Minoccia.     From  Ser  Giovanni  Fioren- 

tino.  See  Perorone  Giorn,  I.  nov.  l.  The  same  story 
in  Masuccio's  Noreiiino,  written  about  1450.  uov. 
21. 

48.  Bindo  and  Ricciardo.      Our  translator  gives  this  also 

as  from  Ser  Giovanni  Fiorentino;  but  it  was  origin- 
ally related  by  Herodotus :  translated  from  that 
writer  by  Laureutius  Valla  into  Latin;  by  the  learned 
Henry  Stephens  into  French,  for  L*iutrodvcti<m  av 
traite  de  In  Conformity  des  MerxeiUes  Ancietmcs  auec 
les  modernes:  or,  traite  prfparatif  d  t Apohgie  poure 
Herodote.  1566.  Oct.  And  the  last  made  English  as 
A  World  of  Wonden,  or  an  Introduction,  &c.  London, 
1607,  fol.  See  also  Pecorone  Giorn.  IX.  nov,  1.  and 
a  similar  relation  in  Handello,  Part  [.  nov.  25. 

49.  Philenio    Sistemo,    from    the     Tredici   PiacevofUsime 

nottide  Straparoia,  Nolle  li.  nov.  2.  Similar  stories 
are  the  first  of  the  Cent  Nouveiies  Nouveiles,  the  third 
of  the  first  part  of  Bandello,  tlic  second  of  the  second 
day  in  the  I'ccoronc,  and  the  fabliaux  d^s  deux 
CAaHgeuM(M6ou'3  edition  of  Barbazan,  Paris  1808-9) 
Vol.  lU.  p.  254.  AUo  Malespiui  Ducento  Novelle^ 
Veuee.  1609,  4.  Tom.  II.  nov.  53. 
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Novel  50.  Queen  of  Navarre's,  Muleteer's  Wife.  "  Out  of  the 
Heptameron  of  the  Queen  of  Nauarre,"  m  also  the 
nine  following.  Thia  is  novel  2,  and  may  be  found  in 
Codrington's  translation,*  1664,  at  p.  II. 

51.  King  of  Naples.  Hept.   Nov.  3.  Codrington.   p.   15, 

See  also  Bundetlo,  Part  IV.  nov.  10. 

52.  Prinress  of  Flanders.     Hcpt.  nov.  4.  Codr.  p.  22. 

53.  Amadourand  Florinda.  Hept.  nov.  10.  do.  p.  52. 

54.  Duke  of  Flanders.  Hept.  nov.  12.  do.  p.  97, 

55.  Francis  [.  and  Count  Guillaume.  Hept.  nov.    17.  do, 

p.  148. 
•56.  Gentlewoman  of  PampeUina.  Hept.  nov.  2f>.  do.  p.  236. 
57-  Wife  punished.  Hcpt.  nov.  32.  do.  p.  279.  A  story 
with  similar  conclusion  is  in  the  third  day's  exercise 
of  the  Heptameron  of  ChU  DixcoursfSt  by  George 
Whetstone,  1582.  Another  in  the  Latin  Gesta  Uo- 
manorum  analysed  by  Warton.f    There  is   also  the 


•  Robert  Codrington  of  Did  marton,  co.  Gloucester.  Sec  further  Atkyns' 
ffiat.  of  Gloueesttr shire,  I? 1 2,  p.  391-  Wood's  Ath.  Oxonimies,  Vol.  II.  col. 
355.  IJarleian  MUcriian^,  1808.  Vol.1,  p.  8l6.  He  was  author  of  many  pro- 
ductioriB,  and  among  them  a  traosUtioti  of  ihe  following  work  :  Heptameron,  or 
iht  History  of  the  Fortunate  Lovfn  :  f^rUten  6y  ihf  mott  Excellettt  and  most 
virtiuiui  Princess,  Margaret  de  laioifs,  Queev  qf  Xararre,  Puhltthrd  in  French 
Ify  the  privilfgf  and  immediate  approbation  qf  the  King.  Now  made  English  by 
Robert  Codrington,  Master  of  Arts.  London,  printed  by  F.  L.for  Nath  :  EJcim, 
and  are  to  be  sold  at  his  shop  at  the  Gun,  by  the  Jrest-rmi  qfSt.  Pauls.  1 654.  8vo. 
IH).  5iB,  without  table  and  introduction.  It  U  dcdicatnl  lo  a  well-known  port,  as 
■•  the  tniiy  honourable,  the  true  touer  of  all  good  learning,  Thoiuas  Stzniley 
Eaquiret  Sec."  In  a  short  address  from  "  the  tratinlatorlothc  reader,'' he  observes, 
"  I  am  informed  that  the  queen  had  fully  finished  the  tenth  day's  work,  bm  the 
friers  and  religious  men,  who  have  deprived  us  of  the  two  last  Jnurnals,  and  of  the 
greatest  partofttic  eighth,  would  have  deprived  us  also  of  all  the  rest  if  possibly 
they  could  have  prevented  it."  Then  follow  tranolations  of  the  original  dedica- 
tion; the  poem  of  La  Charit^,  by  Ronsard  ;  the  sonnets  hy  **  Johan  Passeratus 
and  J.  Troyen  /*  and  the  Preface.  The  original  plan  often  novels  to  each  day  it 
pceicrved^  and  the  language  is  divcitcd  of  that  unsettled  orthography  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  translation,  the  press  too  commonly  exhibited. 

t  HUt.  qf  English  Poetry,  Vol  HI.  p.  xjtiv.  eh.  56. 
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Germnn  ballad  of  Count  Stolberg.  Warton  also  men- 
tions the  similaritr  of  this  story  to  the  one  of  Albovine 
King  of  Lombardy,  related  by  Caxton.  There  is  an- 
other by  Gower  in  Uie  Con/essio  Atnantis^  liber  primus ; 
by  Baodello,  Part  III.  nov,  18;  and  in  Bcllefore3t,ed. 
1580,  p.  iJ97.  Also  the  tragedy  of  Albovine  by  Sir 
W.  Davennnt.  Anotlier  singular  relation  is  made 
by  Robert  Greene,  in  a  talc  vherein  Jupiter,  on  his 
visiting  tlie  earth,  saw  in  Scythia,  a  lady  who  "burning 
frankencence  vpon  coales,  and  holding  the  heart  of 
a  man  in  hor  hand,  violently  stab'd  it  through  in 
many  places;  which  when  she  had  done,  two  of  her 
roaides  presented  vnto  her  two  dead  mens*  skulles  full 
of  wine:  whereof  when  she  had  drunke  a  little  of 
either,  gushing  forth  aboundaunccuf  teares,  she  called 
for  a  kte/&.c."*  This  dismal  exhibition,  repeated  daily, 
was  to  gratify  revenge,  and  indulge  fraternal  sorrow. 
The  heart  was  that  of  the  murderer  of  the  lady's  two 
brothers,  from  whose  skulls  she  sipped  wine.  Novel 
writers  of  every  age  have  indulged  in  the  horrific,  and 
the  above  unites  the  principal  events  of  the  tale  of 
Sigismnnda  with  that  of  tlie  Wife  punished.  The 
original  carries  an  air  of  truth,  by  the  conclusion 
making  the  painter,  John  de  Paris,  take  a  portrait 
of  the  fair  adulteress  fur  his  royal  master.  The 
Queen  of  Navarre  might,  by  that  incident,  expect 
the  story  to  be  selected  for  the  canvas.  If  the  hint 
was  ever  adopted  by  a  foreign  artist,  the  production 
is,  1  believe,  unknown.  In  England,  the  romance  has 
been  ably  treated  by  the  powerful  pencil  of  Mr, 
Puseli.  A  highly  finished  composition  by  that  artist  was 
exhibited  many  years  since  at  the  Royal  Academy, 
which  represented  that  moment  when  the  husband  and 
companion  were  entering  the  room,  the  lady  playing 
on  a  viol,  with  the  skeleton  in  a  grated  recess,  in  the 
Jupiter's  Tragedy  in  the  PlantiomachiOf  by  R.  Greene,  1585. 
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back-gronnd.  Of  the  same  subject  there  is  a  masterly 
drawing  in  existence  by  a  distingaished  Amateur.  It 
is  doubtful  if  the  graver  has  beeu employed  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  near  resemblance  between  this  novel  and  the 
45d  is  noticed  above. 

58.  President  of  Grenoble.  Hept.   nov.  S6.  Codrington  p. 

305.  Similar  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  35.  The  story 
was  used  by  James  Shirley  in  Lov€'$  CrveUy,  a  Tra- 
gedy, 1640. 

59.  Gentleman   of    Perche.  Hept.  Nov.  47,  Codrington, 

p.  375. 

60.  Miracle  at  Lyons.     Hept.  nov.  105.  do.  p.  473. 

•61.  Gentleman  who  died  for  love.     Hept,  nov.  9.  do.  p.  47. 

•62.  Lady  of  the  French  Court.     Hept.  nov.  58.  do.  p.  431. 

•63.  Rolandine.  Hept.  nov.  21.  do.  174. 

•64.  The  prudent  Gentlewoman.  Hept.  nov.  37.  do.  p.  311. 

•65.  Lady  of  Tours.  Hept.  nov.  38.  do.  p.  316. 
GSt  Doctor  of  Laws.  "  Out  of  a  little  French  book,  called 
Comples  du  Monde"  Avantureux.  Sec  Masuccio's 
NovellinOf  Part  H.  nov.  17>  and  Mensa  Phifo$ophUa, 
Paris,  n.  d.  12mo.— This  piece  of  subtle  knavery  was 
mtroduced  by  John  Marston,  in  the  comedy  of  the 
Dutch  Curtezan,  l605.  And  I  also  find  it  in  a 
manuscript  play,  pcn«  me,  entitled.  The  Cuck-queanes 
and  Cuckolds  Errant  a;  or,  the  Oearing  down  th€  Inne, 
a  Comrdjftf  I6OI,  fol.t 

t  The  author,  T.  P.  Esq.  (probably  ThomM  Pelhamj  resided  at  Wolv«  Hill, 
Sussex.  He  also  wrote  A  Country  tragedy  in  t'ocunrum,  or  Cupid'a  Sacrifice^ 
160s.  M.  S.  in  the  same  volume,  where  he  introduces  the  title  of  this  work  in  a 
witty  diulogue  between  a  youns  Lord  and  his  lacquey,  whUc  trussing  his  points. 

'    /imatlour.  Whoope  ^  Hut  done  my  points,  ha? 

Fiuco.  I  hauedonc  your  poinu,  and  1  have  vndone  your  points. 

Am.   Akhowe,  saye? 

Fas.  I  have  vudonc  the  points  of  your  problems,  and  have  done  ibepoiati  of 
your  LordshipK hose,  trewlyc. 

Am.  Hast  not  pby'd  foole  with  my  taggs,  Sirrha  i 

Vai,  Tag  and  rag,  not  any  one  of  theui  be  ami»9e,  I  assure  you. 

Am.  Then  come,  and  follow  mec.  incontinently,  to  my  PalUce  of  Pleasure,  Sir 

r«i.  The  PalUce  of  your  PIcattue  is  not  prepared  yet,  kc" 
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VOLUME  THE  SECOND. 


Novel  I.  Of  the  Amazons, 

2.  Alexander  and  Sisigambis. 
3*  Timoclia. 

4.  Ariobarzanes.     From  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  2.  aad 

Belleforest,  lom.  IV.  f.  9. 

5.  Aristoiemus.   Do.  Part  HI.  nov.  5.  Do.  torn.  4.  p. 234. 

6.  Tanaquill. 

7.  Sophoni&bn.     From  Bandello,  who,  in  his   Epistle  to 

Rinuccio,  prefixed  to  the  Novel,  seems  to  hint,  that  he 
was  led  lo  the  story  by  the  relation  of  it  in  Petrarch's 
Trionfi;  Part  I.  nov.  41.  Belleforent  torn.  III.  p.356. 
This  story  was  first  adapted  for  the  stage,*  by  John 
Marston,  under  the  title  of  a  fVondcr  of  Women,  or 
Sophonisba  her  tragedy,  acted  at  the  Bluck-friars^  and 
printed  l606.  Again  by  Nathaniel  Lee,  as  Sopho- 
nisba, or  IlannibaPs  OveiihroWf  printed  1676.  And 
also  by  James  Thomson  as  Sophonisba,  performed  for 
thefinst  timcat  Drury  Lane,  tlie28th  Feb.  1730^  when 
the  Dramatis  Personse  had  all  new  habits. 

8.  Theoxena  and  Poris. 

9.  Hidrusa.  Taken  from  Bandetlo,  Part  L  nov.  66.  and  in 

Belleforest,  torn.  IV.  p.  214. 

10.  Faustina.     Do.  Part   1.  nov.   36.    Do.  tom.  IV.  p.  83. 

11.  Two   Maids    of  Carthage.     See  the  Hecatommithi  of 

Cinthio.    Decameron  IX.   nov.  8.  Similar  the  Ballad 
of  the  Heir  of  Linne,  in  Dr.  Percy's  Retiques  of  An- 
cirnt  Poetry,  Vol.  II.  p.  128. 

12.  Plutarch's  Letters. 

13.  Lamia,  Flora,  aod  Lais, 

*  A  tragedy  on  thU  subject  in  Italian,  hj  Trissino,  was  pnnted  u  etrly  at 
I5S4.     Walker's  Historical  Memoir  on  Italian  Tragfdif,  I'JQQ,  p.  Sfi, 
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14.  Queea  Zenobia. 

15.  Euphemia  and  Acharisio.  In  Cintliio's  Decameron, 
VIII.  nov.  10. 

16.  Marchioness  of  Moutferrato.  Taken  from  Boccacio, 
Giorn.  I.  nov.  5. 

17.  Ansaldo  and  Dianora.  From  thesame,  Giom.  X.  nov. 
5.  Chaucer  has  a  simiUr  siory,  lold  by  the  Franklin, 
as  derived  from  a  British  Lay.  See  Canterbury  Ta/et, 
byTyrwhitt.  VoJ.  IV,  p,  164.  ThisBmusiog  fiction 
was  dramatised  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  as  the 
Triumph  of  Honour,  in  the  four  moral  plays  in  one; 
and  their  authority  was  Chaucer,  the  task  being  to 
remove  rocks  instead  of  producing  a  garden,  it  also 
forms  a  material  incident  in  the  comedy  of  the  Two 
Merry  MUkmaids, 

18.  Mithridanes  and  Nathan.  From  Boccaccio,  Giorn.  X. 
nov.  3. 

19'  Katherine  of  Bologna.     Do.  X.  nov.  4.  and  a  similar 

one  in  Cinibio's  Decam.    III.  nov.  5. 
^.  Tbeorella  and  Saladine.     Also  from  Boccaccio,  Giorn. 

X.  Dov.  9- 
fil.  A^a  of  Hungary.     From  Bandello,  Part  1.  nov.  45. 

22.  Alexander  of  Medici,  and  the  Miller's  Daughter.   Ban- 

dello,  Part  11.  nov.  15.  It  forms  the  plot  of  Fletcher's 
comedy  of  ti)e  Maid  of  the  MiH. 

23.  Dutchess  of  Malfy.     From  the  same.  Part  I.  dov.  26. 

And  in  Belleforcst,  nov,  19.  It  was  adopted  by  John 
Webster  for  a  tragedy,  which  was  performed  at  the 
Black-friars,  under  the  same  title,  and  printed  1623^ 
1640,  1678,  17O8,  4to. 
24.  Bianca  Maria,  Countess  of  Celant.  From  Bandello, 
Part  I.  DOV.  4.  And  in  Belleforcst,  Vol.  II.  nov.  20. 
From  the  last  authority,  I  suppose,  it  was  translated 
by  GefTray  Fenton,  for  his  Ccrtaine  Tragical  Dis- 
courses.*    A  poem   upon  "  the  disordered   life  of 

*  In  die  same  year  as  the  second  volume  of  Uie  Palace   of  Pleasure  was  pub- 
lished, dierc  oJk)  appeared  Ccrtaine  Tragical  Diictmrtei  wriicn  out  q/*  Frenche  and 
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Bianca  Maria,  Countcssc  of  Cclant,  in  I'oruie  of  lier 
co[npIalnte»  supposed  at  the  houreor  lier  beheading," 
is  in  the  CastU  of  Dtiight,  Part  I.  of  The  Rotke  of  Re- 
gard: bv  George  Whetstone,  1A76.  The  subject  is 
there  continued  by  "  au  Invective,  written  by  Roberto 
San  Severino,  Earle  of  Giazzo,  against  Bianca  Maria." 
An<\  the  same  author,  in  his  Hept a meroHf  13B2,  again 
relates  the  story,  briefly,  in  prose  j  iulding,as  a  marginal 
note, "  the  fall  of  Maria  Bianca,  is  written  by  the  au- 
thor iu  his  booke,  intituTd  The  Rocke  of  Regarde." 
Upon  tlie  stage  it  gives  title  to  the  tragedy  of  the 
Insatiate  Coitntettf  of  which  more  at  large  presently. 
85,  Romeo  and  Juliet.  Painter's  auihurity  for  thU  adven- 
turous and  popular  tale  was  Bandcllo,  Part.  II.  aov. 
9.  An  English  metrical  version  by  Arthur  Brooke 
■was  printed  as  early  as  November  I3G'2,  and  the  title 
saysj  "  written  Hrst  in  Italian  by  Bandell  and  nowe 
in  Englishe  by,8cc.^  However  the  story  was  originally 
related  by  Luigida  Porto^and  posthumously  printed, 
six  years  after  his  dentb,  in  \^S5.  It  may  also  be 
found  in  Bclleforesl,  Vol.  I.  and  in  the  Otto  Nove/ie 
Rarixiime, 

Other  references  have  been  discovered  by  the  Com- 
mentators upon  Shakespeare,  whose   notes  may  be 

Xo/tri,  ly  Gejfraif  /Vn/on,  no  Usie  profilalle  ihen  pUaiaunte,  and  nf  like  necet' 
titye  la  all  dfgrfn  that  takr  pleasure  in  antiquityc$  or  forreine  reportet.  A 
Kcond  oJilion  by  Thomas  Manhe,  I57g,  (from  which  I  tjuole.)  In  llic  Epistle 
Dedicatory  to  Lady  Mary  Sydney,  the  lranslaU»r  declares  he  hod  bestowed  aome 
void  houK  whilst  over  the  teas  in  "  forcbg  ceriayne  uagioill  diMrouncs  out  of 
their  French  tcarmes  into  our  English  phrase,"  and  subficribes  from  his  chamber 
•*at  Paris  xxij  Junij,  1567-'*  This  volume  has  four  coiniuendatory  poems  pre- 
fixed i  one  by  George  Turbcrrille,  wherein  he  says 

"  Now  men  of  meanest  ikill  what  Bandel  wrought  may  view. 
And  tell  the  tale  in  English  well,  ttint  erst  they  never  knew." 
Fenton  lias  thirteen  hisioric?,  and  fuur  of  those  may  aUo  be  found   in  Pointer. 
Probably  this  wriler  was  the  same  person  as  Sir  Jeffray  V.  who  wentovcrto  lie- 
Und,  and  whoie  daughter  Catherine  married  Richard  Boyle,  Brst  Earl  of  Corkc. 
SceCoU'ms's  Peerage,  ed.  1812.  Vol.  Vll.  p.  141. 
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easily  consulted.  When  the  argument  was  first  "  set 
foorthon  stage  with  comineadalioDy^aa  uieationed  by 
Brooke,*  is  not  ascertained.  Tlic  only  dramatic  piece 
now  known,  of  any  repute,  is  the  production  of  our 
immorial  bard,  which  has  undergone  several  altera- 
tions from  the  prurient  fancies  of  Otwuy,  Howard, 
IWcterion,  Theophilus  Gibber,  Garrick,  Sheridan,  and 
others. 

26.  Two  Gentlewomen  of  Venice.  From  Bandello,  Part.  I, 

nov.  15,  and  in  Bellefurest,  torn.  HI.  p.  58.  The  ad- 
venture of  Foscari  with  thewido\v,and  the  comic  inci- 
dents arising  from  the  two  Gentlewomen  complotting 
against  their  umorouB  husbands,  are  closely  followed 
as  underplots  in  the  tragedy  of  the  Insatiate  Countess. 
This  introduction  nearly  altera  the  character  of  the 
play  to  a  iragi-comedy.+ 

27.  Lord  of  Virle.  Biindelto,  Part  III.  nov.  17.  and  in  Hist. 

Trag.  torn.  1.  p.  289.  This  is  also  in  Fenton's  Tragi- 
call  Discourses.  Hist.  \l.% 

•  See  the  address  "to  the  reader"  before  the  poem,  in  the  BrUish  BilUograpkrr^ 
Vol.  II.  p.  1 13,  or  Harris's  Shakespeare,  1813.  Vol.  XX.  p.  26b. 

f  Tbe  Insatiate  Countess  wa»  acted  at  the  MTiite- friars  iheaire,  and  printed  in 
1603,  l6lt,  I6l3^  I6t6,  1631.  4io.  The  first  font  editions  are  all,  I  believe, 
anonymous.  Of  the  last  Mr.  Kcuiblc  has  obligingly  communicated  tome  die 
following  title,  from  a  copy  in  his  possession.  The  Insatiate  Counieste,  a  TVo- 
ged^f  acted  at  White-friers,  ffrilten  by  HlHiam  Baristeed.  London^  printed 
for  Hugh  Perrie,  and  are  to  ie  sold  at  ffts  shop  at  the  signe  cf  the  Barrow  in 
Brittaines  Burse^  l63l."  In  other  copies  it  stands,  "  written  by  John  Manlon 
London  printed  by  J.  N.  for  Hugh  Perrie,"  Sic.  The  name  of  Marslon  ii 
registered  in  several  of  the  early  catalogues  of  playi,  and  hiii  known  obli^tions  to 
llie  P.  of  Pleasure  rather  support  his  pretensions.  Ah  both  titles  arc  to  the  same 
edition,  the  ascertaining  which  is  the  cancelled  title  may  help  to  determine  the 
name  of  the  author. 

I  Fcnton  materially  abridged  his  translation,  &s  is  shown  by  the  following 
extract,  when  compared  with  Vol.  II.  p.  448. 

■*  The  poor  gentleman  suspectyng  no  one  thought  of  such  tyranny  in  hismistns, 
and  much  lesse  that  he  should  buy  his  kisses  at  ro  deare  a  pryce>  loldc  her  he 
attended  the  oiiely  sommonce  of  her  commaundcment,  to  the  end  she  myght 
witncs  his  ready  indeuor  to  obey  her  :  sbee  emoyncd  him,  that  from  that  houre 
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S8.  Lady  of  Bocme.  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  21.  It  was 
also  troQsIatcd  by  George  VVhccstoue,  ia  the  Arbour 
ofVertuCf  or  third  part  of  the  Uocke  of  Regard,  1576. 
Id  the  dedication  he  declares  he  had  "  faithfully 
though  not  curiously  irausLatcd  the  luode&t  and  noble 
iife  of  a  Bohemian  lady/*  &c.  He  also  added  a  poem 
as  "  The  complaint  of  tUv  Lordc  Alberto  and  Vdisttio, 
the  two  Hungarian  Barons,  that  vnadui&edly  wagered 
their  land,  to  winne  the  vertuoun  Ladie  Barbara  to 
nantoonesse :  Who  huuing  the  foyle  (besides  thelosse 
of  their  liuings)  fur  their  slaunderous  opinions,  were 
condemned  to  perpetual  exile."  As  a  subject  for  the 
drama  there  is  a  master-piece  in  The  Picturff  by 
Massinger;  whose  works  have  recently  obtained  the 
advantage  of  being  twice  edited  by  Mr.  W.Giiford;  and 
the  investigation  before  the  play  may  be  satisfactorily 
coDBuited  fur  further  information  relative  to  the  novel. 
29*  Dom  Diego.  From  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  27'  and  in 
til  ihrce  yereswere  expired,  hcc  &l)o\il(]  become  mute,  without  spcakingc  in  anye 
sortc  to  any  creature  liuing,  how  grcaie  soever  his  occasion  apiicared.  "  In  the  true 
obeeruyng  whereof  (say th  shec)  ahal  appeare  ao  experience  of  your  fayth,  which 
also  niay  force  hcreafier  a  furtiicr  bencfytc  for  )au,  where  tJie contrar)'  wit  not  only 
iliscofier  your  vilauye,  but  be  rcatly  to  accuse  you  of  (leriuryc  ou  ihc  bchalfe  of  a 
gentlewomao."  Me  thinks  1  see  the  perplexed  countenance  of  ihe  pore  knight, 
who  hearyng  the  sentence  of  his  hurd  pt-nauncc,  iiulgcd  a»  great  iniusiicc  in  her, 
for  taxing  hym  at  so  cruel  a  rate  a:*  dtllicuhy  in  hymselfe  to  pcrforme  the  effect  of 
•ostraunge  a  charge,  albeit  hys  hart  wa&  so  great,  aiid  he  so  papistical  in  perfonn- 
inghi&vowe*  that  euen  then  hce  b^;an  toentcr  intothepoyntesof  hcrconiinaundfr 
ment,  dtclarjng  by  signes  that  she  ^houlde  bee  obeyed,  wherwilh  he  gaue  her  an 
linmble  rcaerence  and  retyrcd  immediately  to  his  lodging,  fayning  to  Kuch  as  were 
about  him,  that  the  extremity  of  a  cold  rheume  dystiUyng  from  the  part  of  ihc 
braiiie,  had  taken  awny  ihe  vte  of  his  lOunge.  And  berau&c  his  domne«  should 
not  be  a  greefe  to  his  frendcf,  nor  they  mouc  hisdisquiel  in  dcniaundingthc  cause, 
he  determined  tu  be  a  ttraungci  to  his  nninircy,  till  the  ycares  of  pcnauncc  wer 
tunncout,  whcrwvth  comraittingtlicordcr  ofhisaffayresatMountcal,  orelsewhere 
in  Pycniount,  to  the  credit  of  such  as  be  thought  mccteto  supply  the  place  of  such 
trust,  tooke  two  or  three  of  hys  familyar  companions  to  assist  bis  voyage,  wliych 
he  directed  rightly  into  Fraunce,  as  a  countrey  moat  mcete  for  hys  abode,  chiefly 
for  the  mortal  warres  as  then  bctwcene  Charles  the  seueoth,  and  the  lalyautit 
ccglysb  men  posscs&ipg  hys  countrey,  in  ihc  yeare  1 45 1 ." 


Belleforest,  torn.  L  p.  382.  This  is  Fenton's  History 
Xlir.  and,  I  believe,  forms  the"  dolorous  discourse  of 
Dom  Diego,"  in  ihe  Gartirn  of  Vnthri/twess,  Part  H. 
o  f  Wheistone's  Rock  of  Rtgnrd. 

30.  Snlimbene  and  Angelica,     bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  49- 

It  also  occurs  iu  tbe  novels  of  Gentile  Sermini, 
written  about  1450,  and  was  separately  written  and 
published  by  Bernardo  Illicini,  in  1474.  ll  is  the 
iirst  History  in  Fenton's  volume. 

31.  Helena  of  Florence.     From  Boccaccio,  Giorn.  V MI. 

nov.  8. 
33.  Camiola  and  Roland. 
33.  The  Lords  of  Nocera.     From  Bandello,  Part  I.  nov. 

55.  and  in  Belleforest,  torn.  11.  p.  16S. 
34.*  Soltaa  Solymnn.     This,  as  said   in  the  text,  is  taken 

from  the  Latin  of  Nicholas  Moffa,  a  Burgonion. 
^5»  King  of  Marocco,     From   Bandello,  Part  I.  nov.  57. 

and  in  Belleforest,  torn,  II.  p.  190. 


The  Palace  of  Pleasure,  as  enlarged  by  the  Translator,  is  noir 
reprinted.  The  text  of  the  latest  edition  of  each  volume  has  been 
carefully  preserved  ;  except  that,  instead  of  numberless  abbrevia- 
tions, every  word  is  given  at  length.  The  character  of  the  work 
did  nut  require  such  minuteness,  being  followed  for  authority;  and 
the  rejecting  what  might  seem  a  disfigurement  of  the  page,  it  is 
hoped,  will  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  reader:  and  it  may  be 
observed,  that  in  the  later  editions  many  words  are  contracted 
which  were  tirst  printed  at  length,  and  others  given  at  length 
which  were  before  contracted. 

In  the  punctuation  some  slight  alterations  have  been  made, 
where  the  sense  or  uniformity  materially  required  it. 

From  Earl  Spencer,  with  that  marked  aitenlion  which  always 
distinguishes  the  interest  his  Lordship  takes  in  every  literary 
undertaking,  I  received  the  unsolicitedoffer  of  the  useof  thecopy 
belonging  to  the  library  at  Allhorpe.  As  there  was  the  iirst 
edition  of  the  second  volume,  it  proved  a  needful  and  valuable 
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acquisition,  and  from  that  source  several  obscure  passages  have 
been  corrected,  and  whole  sentenceH  restored,  which,  in  the  last 
edition,  appear  to  have  been  negligently  omitted  in  the  hurry  of 
the  press. 

For  the  purpose  ofcoliaiioOiSir  Mark  Masterman  Sykes,  Ban. 
obligingly  assisted  me  with  his  copy,  purchased  ut  the  Roxburghe 
sale  ;  and  has  since  also  favoured  me  with  the  first  edition,  to 
perl'ect  the  bibliographical  Notices. 

OF  an  hundred  and  one  novels,  the  whole  number,  the  larger 
portion  have  been  traced,  as  supposed,  to  their  respective  originals. 
lu  attempting  this  task,  I  have  derived  material  assistance  from 
the  extensive  researches  made  in  that  cla;»s  of  literature  by  Mr. 
Weber,  who,  though  personalty  unknown^  most  promptly  suppUed 
the  wanted  information.  The  ingenious  conjecture  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  story  of  Gismonde  and  Guiscardo,  is  by  Mr. 
Singer. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  stories  were  appropriated  as 
soon  as  published  by  the  dramatic  writers  to  the  purposes  of  the 
English  Stage.*  To  the  instances  discovered  by  the  indefatigable 
Langbaine  I  have  made  some  addition. 

From  the  application  of  Mr.  Freclingto  Mr.  Crewe,  I  obtained 
an  inspection  of  the  earliest  records  preserved  in  the  Ordnance 
Ofiice;  and  the  research  was  further  facilitated  by  the  assistance 
of  Mr.  Banovin. 

Sir  Egerton  Brydges,  with  his  accustomed  ardency  to  promote 
literary  investigation,  aided  my  endeavours  to  discover  some  trace 
of  the  translator  as  master  of  the  school  at  Sevenoaks. 

To  Mr.  George  Chalmers  and  Mr.  Utterson,  (  am  indebted  for 
some  bibliographical  communications,  and  also  to  the  Rev.  T.  F. 
Dibdin  for  long  extracts  made  from  the  work  by  Herbert,  preparar 
lory  to  a  new  edition  of  the  Typographical  Atttiquitin. 

*  Malone,  in  a  note  on  the  flistorical  Account  of  the  English  Stage,  has  the 
following  extract  from  Guuon's  Playi  cvri/uteJ  in  Jive  Actions^  printed  about  the 
ytu  1980.  **  I  nuty  boldly  say  it  (says  Gotson)  because  I  have  teeenc  it,  that 
The  Palace  iff  Plea ture,  The  Golden  Asse^  The  ASthx^pian  Hiitorie,  Amadi$  ^ 
Fraunce,  7^e  Round  Table,  bawdie  couirdica  In  Ljitin,  French,  Italian  and 
Spanish,  have  beene  thoroughly  rantackt  to  furnish  the  playe-houKS  io  Loodoa." 
Reed's  Shaketpeart,  Vol.  III.  p.  40. 
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When  the  present  edition  was  announced,  it  was  intended  to 
consist  of  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies.  In  order,  however, 
to  meet  the  common  hazard  of  the  press,  seven  quires  of  each 
sheet  were  printed^  making  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
saleable  copies;  seven  were  also  taken  off  on  vellum. 

JOSEPH  HASLEWOOD. 

Conduit  Street,  November  5th,  1813. 


To  the  Right  HonourabiCf  my  tery  good  Lordt  Jmbrose  EarU  of 
Warwike,  Baron  of  LUU,  of  the  moat  noble  order  of  tht  Garter 
Knight  J  Gfiteraii  of  the  Queenejt  Maiestia  Ordituiunce  within  her 
Highnci  lieaimes  and  Dominions, 

Paouoked,  or  rather  vehemently  iacited  and  moued,  T  haucbcen 
(right  honorable  my  very  good  Lorde)  to  imagia  and  deuisc  all 
raeanes  possible  tu  auoyde  that  vglie  vice  of  ingratitude  (irhichas 
it  is  abhorred  nmonge  creatures  voyde  of  reason  anddeuine  know- 
ledge, so  of  men  indued  and  full  possessed  with  both,  specially  to 
bedetested.)  And  that  I  might  not  be  touched  with  that  vnkiod 
vice,  odible  to  God  and  man,  I  haue  many  times,  with  myselfe 
debated  how  I  might  by  any  meanes  shew  my  selfe  thanckfull  and 
beneuoleot  to  your  honour,  which  hath  not  onely  by  frequent 
talke  vato  my  frendes  priuately,  but  also  vpon  my  selfe  openly 
imployed  benefits  and  commendation  vndeserued.  The  one  I  haue 
receiued  by  frendly  report  of  your  dere  and  approued  frends,  the 
other  I  do  ieele  and  tast  to  my  great  stay  and  comfort.  For  when  it 
pleased  your  honour  of  curteous  inclination,  vpon  the  first  vew, 
wilhngly  to  consent  and  agree  to  the  confirmation  of  that  which  I 
do  enioy  :  for  that  bounty  then,  euer  sithens  1  haue  studied  by 
what  meanes  I  might  commend  my  good  will  and  atl'ection  to  the 
game.  Wherefore  incensed  with  the  generositie^  and  naluratl 
instinct  of  your  noble  minde,  1  purposed  many  times  to  imploy 
iodeuor  by  some  smalt  beginninges,  tu  giucyour  honor  to  vnder- 
stande  outwnrdly,  what  the  inwarde  desire  is  wiUinge  to  do,  it 
abilitie  thereunto  were  corres{>ondent.  And  as  oportunitie  serued 
(respiring  as  it  were  from  the  waighty  aft'aires  of  tiiat  ofiice 
wherin  it  hath  pleased  our  most  drad  i<oueraigne  Ladye  worthely 
to  place  you  the  chiefe  and  generall)  1  perused  such  volumes  of 
noble  Authors  as  wherwith  my  poorc  Armaric  is  furnished:  and 
amonges  other  chaunccd  vpon  that  excellent  Historiographer 
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Titus  Liuius.  In  whom  is  contayned  a  large  campe  of  noble 
facts  and  exploiter  atchieued  by  valiaunt  personages  of  the  Ro- 
inaine  state.  By  whom  alfio  is  rcnicmbred  the  beginning  and 
continuation  of  their  famous  common  wealth.  And  viewing  in 
him  great  plenty  of  siraung  Histories,  1  thought  good  to  select 
such  as  were  the  best  and  principal,  wheiin  traiiailing  not  far, 
I  occurred  vpon  some  which  I  deemed  most  worthy  the  prouulga- 
tion  in  our  natiue  tongue,  reducing  them  into  such  compendious 
forme,  us  1  iiuste  shall  not  appeare  vnpleasant.  Which  when  I 
hud  Gnished,  seing  them  but  a  handfull  in  respect  of  the  multitude 
I  fully  determined  to  precede  in  tlie  rest.  But  when  I  considered 
mineowue  weakeoes,  and  the  maiestie  of  the  Authour,  the  caa- 
cred  inSrmitye  of  a  cowardlye  minde,  stayed  my  conceyued  pur- 
pose, and  yet  not  so  stayed  as  vtlerlye  to  suppresse  miuealtempt. 
Wherefore  aduauncing  ugaine  the  tnsigue  of  courage,  1  thought 
good  (leauing  where  I  Jeft  in  that  Authour,  til]  1  knew  better  bow 
they  would  be  liked)  to  aduenlure  into  diuers  other,  outof  whom 
I  dccerped  and  chose  (raptim)  sundry  proper  and  commendable 
Histories,  which  1  may  boldly  so  terme,  because  the  Authors  be 
commendable  and  well  approued.  And  thereunto  haue  ioyncd 
many  other,  gathered  oute  of  Borcatio,  Bandello,  Ser  Giouunni 
Fiorentino,  Straparole,  and  other  Italian  and  French  Auihours. 
All  which  1  haue  recueled  and  bound  together  in  this  volume, 
vnder  the  title  of  the  Palace  of  Pleasure,  presuming  to  consecrate 
the  same  and  the  rest  of  my  beneuolent  roinde  to  your  honour. 
For  to  whome  duly  apperlayneih  mine  industry  and  diligence, 
but  to  him  that  is  the  patrone  and  imbracer  of  inv  wet  doingesf 
Whereuntoalso  I  may  apply  the  words  of  that  excellent  Orator 
Tuilie,  in  his  firste  booke  of  Offices.  De  beiituoleutia  autem, 
quam  quisq' ;  haheai  erganoSf  primum  if/ude^t  in  officio^  vt  a  piuri' 
mum  tribuamuSf  a  quo  p/urimum  difigimur.  Of  beueuoJence 
which  ech  man  beareth  towards  vs,  the  chiefest  duty  is  to  giue 
most  to  him,  of  whom  wee  be  most  beloued.  But  how  well  the 
same  is  done,  or  how  prayse  worthy  the  translation  I  referre  to 
the  skilful,  crauing  no  more  prayse,  than  they  shajl  attribute  and 
giue.     To  nothing  do  1  aspyre  by  this  my  presumption  (righte 
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honourable)  but  cherefull  acceptation  at  your  handes :  desirous 
hereby  to  shew  my  solfe  studious  of  a  frcnd  of  so  noble  vocation. 
And  where  greater  tbinges  cannot  be  done,  these  smalt  I  truste 
shall  nut  be  contempned:  wliicli   if  I   doe  perceiue,  hereafter 
more  ample  indeuor  shal  be  imployed  to  atchicue  greater.     In 
these  histories  (which   by  another  terme  I  call  Nouelles)  be  des- 
cribed the  Jiues,  gestes,  conquestes  and  highe  enterprises  of  great 
princes,  wherein  also  be  not  forgotten  the  cruell  uctcsand  tiranny 
of  some.     In  these  be  bet  forth  the  great  valiance  of  noble  gentlt- 
men,  the  terrible  com  bates  ofcouragious  personages,  the  vertuous 
mindes  of  noble  dames,  the  cha^e  hartes  of  constant  ladyes,  the 
wonderful    patience  of  puissuunl  Princes,  the  mild  suiTi-raunce  of 
well   disposed  geoilewomen,  and   in  diuers,  the  quiet  bearing  of 
aduers  fortune.   In  these  Histories  be  depainted  in  liuelye  colours^ 
the  vglye  shapes  of  insoleucye  and  pride,  the  deforme  figures  of 
incontinencic  and  rape,  the  cruell  aspectes  of  spoyle,  breach  of 
order,  treason,  ill  lucke  and  ouerthrow  of  states  and  other  persons. 
Wherein  also  bt:  intermixed,  pleasaunte   discourses,  merie  talke, 
sportinge  practises,  deceitfuJI  deuises,   and  nipping   tauntes,   to 
exhilarate  your  honor's  minde.  And  although  by  the  first  face  and 
view,  home  of  these  may  seeme  to  intreat  of  vnlawfuU  loue,  and 
the  foule  practises  of  the  same,  yet   being  throughly  reade  and 
well  considered,   both  old  and  yonge  may  learne  how  to  auoyde 
the  ruine,  ouerthrow,  inconuenience  and  displeasure,  that  lasciui- 
ous  desire  and  wanton  wil  doth  bring  tu  their  sutcrs  and  pursuers. 
jUI  which  maye  render  good  examples,  the  best  to  be  followed, 
and  the  worst  to  be  auoyded :  for  which  intent  and  purpose  be  all 
things  good  and  bad  recited  in  histories,  chronicles   and  moou- 
mcntes,  by  the  first  authors  and  elucubrators  of  the   same.     To 
whom  then  may  these  histories  (wherin  be  contayned  many  dis- 
courses of  nobilitie)  be  offered  with  more  due  desert  than  to  him 
that  in  nobilitie  and  parentage  is  not  inferiour  to  the  bestp  To 
whom    may   factes  and  exploites  of  famous  personages  be  con- 
stgned>  but  to  him  whose  prowesse  and  valiant  actes  be  manifest 
and  well  knowen  to  Englishmen,  but  better  to  straungers,  which 
haue  felt  the  puissance  thereof?  To  whom  may  the  combats, 
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gests,  and  courses  of  the  victorious  be  remembred,  bat  to  him 
whose  frequent  vsc  ofmightye  incountrie  and   terrible  ahocke  of 
ftbield  and  laancc:  is  familier  in  court,  and  famous  in  towne  and 
countrj"?    In   whom  may  pacient  bearing  of  aduersitie,  and  coa- 
stante  suflfrance  of  fortune*s  threatcs  more  duly  to  the  world  a|>- 
peare,  than  in    him  that   hath  constantly  suateyned  and   quietly 
passed   ouer  ihe  bruntcs   thereof?  To   whom    may    be  giueu  a 
theatre  of  the  world,  and  stage  of  humnine  misery,  more  worthely 
than  to  him  that  hath  with  comely  gestures,  wise  demeanor,   and 
orderly  bchauiour,  been  nn  actor  in   the  same?   Who   is  he  that 
more   condignclyc  doth   deseruc  to  be  posscst  in  a  Palace  of 
Pleasure,  than  he  that  is  daily  resiant  in  a  Palace  of  renowmed 
fame,  guided  by  a  Qucene  adorned  with   most  excellent  bcautie 
indued  and  garnished  with  great  learning,  passing  venues  and  rare 
qualities  of  the   minde.     To    whom   (I   say)   may  constancie  of 
ladies,  and  vertuous  dedes  of  dames,  more  aptly  be  applied  than 
to  him   that  hath  in  possession  a  Lady  and  Couniesse  of  noble 
birthe  (whose  sire  was  the  old  Earle  of  Bedford,  a  gruue  and  faitti- 
full   councellor  to    her  Maiesties  most    noble   progenitors,  and 
father  is  the  same,  in  dearc  estimation  and  regard  with  her  high- 
nesse,   Tnder  whom   he  trustily  and  honourably  seructh)  whose 
curteous  and  countesse  like  bt-hauiour  glistorctb  in  couri  amongs 
the  troupe  of  most  honourable  dames :  and  for  her  toward  dispo- 
sition, 6rst  preferred  by  her  Maieaty  into  her  secret  chamber,  and 
after  aduaunced  to  be  Countesseof  your  noble  Earldome.  Besides 
all  which  rare  giftes,  by  nature  grafted  in  your  honor,  and  by  her 
bountifully    bestowed,   the  perfect   piety  and  brotherly  loue   bc- 
tweene  you  and  the  right  noble  and  vertuous  the  Earle  of  Leycester 
your  honourable  brother  is  had    in  greatest  admiration.     Whose 
noble  courage  in  deedcs  of  honour  and  passing  humanity  to  his 
inferiours,   is  very  commendable  to  the  worlde.     But  here  I  wyll 
staye,  leste  whilest  I  goe  about  to  extolle  your  fames,  I  doe  (for 
want  of  perfit  skill  in  due  prayse)  aeeme  to  diminishe  thalwhiche 
among  all  men  by  commune  proofe  is  sufiicienilye renowmed.  And 
as  your  honor   doth  with  great  prudence  gouerne  thai  office   of 
the  Ordinance  (whereof  1  am  a  member)  euen  so,  the  same  hatli 


frith  greate  care  and  diligence  commended  suchevnto  her  bighnes, 
to  ioyne  and  serue  in  the  same,  as  oflicer»  right  worthy  thoir  vo- 
cations, specially  the  worshipful!  Edwurd  Kandoli'e  Esquire, 
Lieutenaunt  ot*  that  office  a  man  for  his  exfterience  and  good 
adui^e  rather  fostred  in  the  hosome  of  Bellooa,  than  nourced 
ia  kentish  soile  (ahhough  in  the  scholehouse  of  curtesie  and 
humauitiehe  appeareth  fut  carefully  to  baue  ben  trained  vp  by 
his  vertuous  parents)  which  is  familiarly  knowne  vnto  me  and 
other  that  domestically  (as  it  were)  do  frequent  his  companie. 
But  alas  my  lordc,  among  the  mid  of  my  reioyce  of  those 
before  remembred,  I  cannot  pretermit  the  lamentable  losse  of 
the  best  approued  Conner  that  euer  serued  in  our  time  his 
Prince  and  countrie,  Robert  Thomas,  the  Maister  Conner,  who 
for  skill  and  seruice,  a  title  uf  Prince  of  Gonners  iustly  did 
deserue:  And  see  the  lacke,  when  he  thought  best  to  signitie 
his  good  will,  by  honouring  Hymeneus  bed,  at  nuptial  night,  a 
clap  of  that  he  neuer  feared  did  ende  his  life.  Such  is  the  dread- 
ful furie  of  Gonners  art,  and  hellish  rage  of  Vulcane's  worke.  And 
therefore  that  dauugerous  seruice  by  skilful  men  is  specinlly  to  be 
recommended  and  cherished.  VVhereunto  as  your  honour  hitherto 
bath  borne  singuler  aflfection,  by  preferring  to  her  maicstic  suche 
as  from  their  infancie  haue  bene  trayned  vp  in  that  oecessarie 
seruicc  and  very  painefuUye  haue  imployed  their  time,  euen  so  I 
humbly  beseche  your  honour  for  continuance  ofthe  same,  specially 
in  those,  that  be  indcwe<l  with  greatest  experience,  in  whome  only 
resteth  thebrunte  of  our  defence.  Aseruiceand  science  so  rare  and 
Dcdefull,  as  none  more.  But  what  neede  I  to  prouoke  yourwiUing 
mynde,  whiche  is  more  prest  tocherishe  such,  than  1  am  able  by 
wyshiiig  heart  fortoconceiue?  Finailic. yet  once againc,!  humblie 
besocb  your  honour  gratefully  to  accept  this  booke,  and  at  your 
leisure  and  conuenic-nt  time  to  readc  and  peruse  it.  By  reuoluing 
whereof  your  honour  1  trust  shall  be  delighted  with  the  rare 
Histories  and  good  examples  therin  contained,  such  as  to  my 
knowledge  heretofore  haue  not  bene  published.  And  which  with 
all  my  good  wit  and  indeuour  I  dutifully  exhibite.  Bescching 
ahnightic  God  fauourably  to  defeade  and  gouerueyour  honour. 
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prosperously  to  maintaine  and  keepe  the  samey  godlye  to  directe 
my  right  honourable  Ladie  in  the  steppes  of  perfect  vertae,  bounti- 
fullie  to  make  you  both  happye  parentes  of  manie  children : 
and  after  the  expence  of  Nestor's  yeares  in  this  transitorie  life 
mercifully  to  conducte  you  both  to  the  vaspeaUeable  ioyes  of  his 
kingdome. 

Nere  the  Tower  of  London  the  first  of  lanuarie,  1566. 

By  your  L.  most  bounden 

William  Paiktbr. 


Avthours  out  of  whom  these  Nouelles  be  selected,  or  which  be  rc- 
tnembredin  diuers  places  of  the  same, 

GREEKE  AND  LATINE  AUTHORS. 


Titus  Liuiua. 
Herodotus. 
Aelianus. 
Xenophon. 
Quiotus  CurtiuB. 
Aulus  Gellius. 
S.  Hierome. 


Cicero. 

Polidorus  Virgilius. 

Aeneas  Syluius. 

Paludaaus. 

Apeteius, 

L.  Caelius  Rhodoginus. 


ITALIAN,  FRENCH,  AND  ENGUSHE. 


Pietro  Messia  di  Siutglia 

Boccaccio. 

Baadello. 

Ser  Giouanni  Fioreutiao. 

Straporole. 

The  Queene  of  Nauurre. 


A  booke  ia  French  intituled 

Comptes  du  Monde. 
Francois  Belleforest. 
Pierre  Boaistuaa,  sumamed 

Laani^. 
Froisarde. 
Fabian. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


Nothing  in  mine  opinion  can  be  more  acceptable  vnto  ibee 
(friendly  Reader)  then  oft  reading  and  perusing  of  varictic  of  hys- 
tories,  which  as  tbcy  be  for  diuersitie  of  matter  pleasaunt  and 
plausible,  euen   so   for  example  and  imitation   good   and  com- 
mendable.    The  one  doth  rcioycc  the  werie  and   tedious  mindc, 
many  times  inuolucd  with  ordinarie  cares,  the  other  prescribelh  a 
directe  pathc  to  treade  the  tracte  of  this  present  life.     Wherefore 
if  in  these  newes  or  Nouelles  here  presented,  there  do  appeare  any 
thing  worthy  of  regarde,  giue  thankes  to  the  noble  gentleman  to 
whomethis  bookeis  dedicated,  for  whose  sa)ieunely,  thatpaine  (if 
any  seme  to  bee)  was  wholy  imployed.  Inioy  ihert'fure  with  him  this 
present  booke,  and  curteously  with  frendly  taike  report  the  same, 
for  if  otherwise  thou  do  abuse  it,  the  blumc  shal  light  on  thee, 
and  not  on  me,  which  only  of  good  willdid  meane  it  first.  Uutyet 
if  blaming  tongues  and  vnstayed   heades,  wil  uedes  be  busy,  they 
shal  sustain  the  shame,  for  that  they  haue  not  yet  shewen   forth 
any  blamcles»e  dede  to  like  eilect,  as  this  is  ment  of  me,  which 
when  they  do,  no  blame  but  praysc  they  can  receiue.     For  prayse 
be  they  well  worthy  for  to  haue  which  in  well  doing  doconiende. 
No  vertuous  dede  or   zelous  worke  can  want  due  prayse  of  the 
honesty    though  fuulling  fuoles   and   youlhly  heades  full  ofte  do 
chaunt  the  faultier cheeke,  that  Momus  mouth  did  once  findeout 
in  Venus  slipper.     And  yet   from    faultes  I    wyll  not  purge  the 
same,  but  wbatsoeuer  they  seme  to  be,  they  be  in  number  ne  yet 
in   substaunce  sueh,  but  that  thy   curteous  dealing  may  sone 
amende  them  or  forget  them.     Wherefore  to  giue  the  full  adner- 
tisemenl  of  the  whole  collection  of  these  nouels,  vnderstande  that 
sixe  of  them  haue  I  selected  out  of  Titus  Liuius,  two  out  of  Hero- 
dotus, certaynoutof  Aelianus,Xenophon,  AuIusGellius,  Plutarche, 
and  other  like  approued  authors.     Other  Isioueis  haue  I  adioyned, 
chosen  out  of  diners  Italian  and  Frcnehe  wryters.     Wherein  I 
confesse  my  selfe  not  to  be  so  well  trayned,  peraducnture  as  the 
fine  heads  of  suche  trauailers  would  desire,  and  yet  I  trust  suffi- 
ciently   to  expressc  the  sense  of  eueryeofthe  same.     Certainc 
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haue  I  culled  out  of  the  Decnmerone  of  Giouan  Boccaccio, 
wherin  be  cooteined   one  hundred  Nouelles,   amonges  whichc 
there  be  some  (in  my  ludgemeat)  that  be  worthy  to  be  condeaipned 
to  perpetual  prison,  but   of  them  such  haue  £   redemed   to   the 
libertie  of  our  vulgar,  as  may  be  best  liked,   and  better  suffered. 
Although  the  sixt  pari  of  the   same  huudreth  may  fuU  weJI  be 
permitted.    And  as  I  my  selfe  haue  already  done  many  other  of 
the  same  worke,yet  for  this  present  I  haue  thought  good  to  publish 
only  tenne   in   number,    the  rest  I  haue  referred   to   them  that 
be  able  with  better  stile  to  cxpresse  the  authour's  c!oqueDce>  or 
votil  I  adioyoe  to  this  another  tome,  if  none  other  in  the  meane 
time  do  preuent  rae,  which  with  all  my  heart  I   wishe  and  desire  : 
because  the  workes  of  Boccaccio  for  his  stile,  order  of  writing, 
grauitie,  and  sententious  discourse,  is  worthy  of  intire  prouulga- 
lioD*     Out  of  BandcUo  I  haue  selected  iteuen,  chosing  rather  to 
follow  Launay  and  Belleforest  the  French   Translatours,  than  the 
barren  soile  of  his  own  vain,  who  being  a  Lombard,  doib  frankly 
coofesse  himselfe  to  be  no  tine  Plorentioe,  or  trimme  Thoscane,  as 
eloquent   and  gentle    Boccaccio    was.      Diuers    other   also    be 
extracted  out  of  other  Italian  and    French  authours.    All  which 
(I  truste)  be  both  profitable  and  pleasuunt,  and  wil  be  liked  of  the 
indifferent  Reader.     Profitable  they  be,  in  that  they  disclose  what 
glorie,  honour,  and  preferment  cchc  man  attaineth  by  good  desert, 
what  felicitie,  by  honest  attempts,   what  good  successe,  laudable 
enterprises  do  bring  to  the  coragious,  what  happy  ioy  and  quiet 
state  godly  loue  doth  affecte  the  imbraccrs  of  ihesanie.  Profitable 
1  say,  in  that  they  do  reueale  the  miseries  of  rapes  and  ffcshiy 
actions,  the  ouerihrow  of  noble  men    and  princes  by  disordered 
gouernracnt,  the  tragical  ends  of  them  that  vnhappely  do  attempt 
practises  vicious  and   horrible.     Wilt  thou  learue  how  to  behaue 
thy  selfe  with  modestie  after  thou  hast  atchieued  any  victorious 
conquest,  and  not  to    forget    thy  prosperous  fortune  amyd   thy 
glorious  triumphe,  by  committing  a  facte  vnworihy  of  any  vali- 
aunce:  reade  the  first  Nouel  of  the  fortunate  Romanc  Horatius  ? 
Wilt   thou   vnderstande  what  dishonour   and   infamie,  desire  of 
libidiDOua  lust  doth  bring,  read  the  rape  of  Lucrcce?  Wilt  thou 
know  what  an  vnkinde  part  it  is  vanaturatly  to  abuse  the  state  of 


thine  own  countrie,reade  Martius  Coriolaaus?  Wilt  thou  leame 
what  fruitc  is  reaped  of  wicked  luste,  to  dispoyle  virgins  and 
maydens  of  their  greatest  vertue  see  the  hystorie  of  Appius 
Claudius  and  Sir  Didaco  the  Spanish  knight  f  Desirest  thou  to 
knowe  howe  closely  thou  oughtest  to  keepe  the  secrets  of  honor- 
able manage,  peruse  the  history  of  Candaules  i  Doat  thou  couet 
to  be  aduertised  what  is  true  felicitie,  reade  of  kyng  Crssus 
and  the  wyse  man  of  Solon?  Hath  the  lady,  gentlewoman,  or 
other  of  the  feminine  kinde^  a  desire  to  beholdeauiirrour  of  chas- 
titie,  let  theim  readc  ouer  the  noueUes  of  the  lady  Panthea,  of  the 
DuchcsHe  of  Sauoy,  of  the  Countesse  of  Salefburie,  of  Amadour 
and  Florinda?  Is  the  nobleman  adected  to  vnder^taad  what  happy 
end  thevertueof  loyaitie  and  fidelilie  dotli  conduce,  the  Eorle  of 
Anglers  may  be  to  him  a  right  good  example?  Will  gentJemea 
leame  howe  to  prosecute  vertue,  and  toprofligat  from  their  minde, 
disordinate  loue,  and  aifection,  1  referre  theim  to  the  Historic  of 
Tancredi,  and  to  Galgnno  of  Siena?  Is  not  the  marchaunt  con- 
tented with  his  goodes  already  gotten,  but  wilt  needesgo  seeke 
some  other  trade,  lei  him  note  and  consider  the  danngers  wherein 
the  aduenturer  Landolpho  was.  Is  he  disposed  to  sende  his 
factor  beyonde  the  seas,  about  his  affaires,  let  him  first  bidde  him 
to  peruse  Andreuccio,  and  then  commaunde  him  to  beware  of 
Madame  Floredelice?  If  the  yeoman  intcndeih  to  be  carefull  of 
bis  businesse,  meaning  to  reape  that  he  hath  sowen  in  due  time, 
let  him  take  hede  howe  he  repose  any  trust  in  friendes  and  kins- 
men, least  in  haruest  he  bedcceiued,  which  ^sope's  larke  doth 
pretely  note.  H'the  artificer  will  not  faithfully  deale  according 
to  the  truste  reposed  iu  him,  1  would  not  wyshe  him  to  suffer  that 
whicheBindo  did,  but  aduisedly  to  reade  the  Historic,  and  trustelye 
to  accomplibhe  that  he  Cakcth  in  hande.  If  scornefull  speache  or 
flouting  Bport  do  flowe  in  ripe  wittes  and  laulshe  tongues  of  wo- 
mankinde  let  them  beware  they  do  not  deale  with  the  learned  sort, 
Jcasl  Mnister  Alberto  with  phisieke  drougucs,  or  Phileino  with 
Sophist  art  do  staioe  their  face,  or  otherwise  oflfende  them  with 
the  innocencie  of  their  £^reat  Graundmoiher  £ue  whensbc  was 
•omoned  from  Paradise  ioye.  If  the  poore  mayden  of  base 
birth  be  aduaunced  (by  fortune's  grace)  to  highe  estate:  let  her 
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tixe  in  mynde  the  lady  of  Tburin.  Finallye,  for  all  states  and 
degrees,  ia  these  Nouelles  be  sctte  forth  siaguler  documcntesand 
examples,  right  commodious  and  profitable  to  them  that  will 
vouchsafe  to  reade  them. 

Pleasaunt  they  be,  lor  that  they  recreate  and  refreshe  wericd 
mindes,  defatigated  either  with  painefull  trauaite,  or  with  con- 
linuallcare,  occasioning  them  to  shunne  and  aauid  heauioesse  of 
minde,  vaiae  fantasies,  and  idle  cogitations.  Pleasaunt  so  well 
abroadeasat  home,  to  auoyde  the  griefe  of  Wialer's  night  and 
length  of  Sommer*s  day,  which  the  truuailers  on  footc  may  vse  for 
a  siaye  to  ease  their  weried  bodye,  and  the  iourneors  on  horsback 
for  a  chariot  or  lease  painful  meane  of  trauaile,  insteade  of  a  merie 
companion  to  shorten  the  tedious  loyle  of  wearit*  wayes.  Delect- 
able they  be  (no  doubt)  foral  sorlesof  men,forihe  sad,  the  angry, 
the  cholericke,  the  pleasaunt,  the  whole  andsicke,  and  for  al  other 
with  whatsoeuer  passion  rlMUg  either  by  nature  or  Tse  they  be 
aB'ected , 

The  sad   shal   be  discharged   of  heauinesse,   the  angrie  and 
cholericke  purged,  the  pleasaunt  mainteined  in  mirihe,  the  whole 
furnished  with  disporte,  and  the  sicke  appuyscd  of  griefe.  These 
Nouelles  then,  being  proBlable  and  pleasaunt  Histories,  apt  and 
mcete  for  all  dei;rees,   I   truste  the  judifferent  Hi.*Hder,  of  what 
complexion,  nature  and  disposition  so  euer  he  bee^  will  accepte 
in  good  parte,  atlhoughe  [>erctiaunce  not  so  set  foorthor  decked 
with  elo^iucDt  stile,  as  this  age  more   braue  in  tongue  then  man- 
ners dothe  require,  and  do  praye  thee  to   receiue   them  into   thy 
curieous  hands,  with  no  lesse  good  wil  (though  not  with  like  re- 
gard)  then    jMphonsus    king  of  Arogon  did   Q.  Curtius,  out  of 
whome  be  some  of  these  selected.  Who  vpon  a  time  beinge  sicke 
at  Capua,   receining  at  the  handes   of  diuers  Phisitions  manye 
medicines,  in  l»is  greatest  Bi  called  for  the  historic  of  Q.  Curtius, 
iu  whome  hauing  great  delight  fur    hi!>    eloquent  description   of 
geslea  and  factes  of  king  Alexander,  when  he  was  restored  lo 
health,    sayd:     Farewell  Auicen,   Adieu   Hipocrates   and    other 
Phisitians,  welcome   Curtius   ihe  lestiiutor  and  recouerie  of  my 
health.  Whereby  he  declared  what  pleasure  he  hadin  theexercise 
and  reading  of  Histories,  not  contempning  for  all  that,  the  honor- 
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able  science  of  Pbisicke,  which  in  extremities  he  holsoinely  vsed. 
What  cominoditie  and  pleasure  histories  doe  yelde  lo  the  diligent 
serchcra  and  truuuilera  ia  the  same,  TulHe  in  his  Hft  bouke  De 
finibnt  bonorum  tt  maforum  ad  BnitatHf  doth  declare  who 
afhrmeth  timi  he  Is  not  ignorant,  what  pleasure  and  profit  the 
reading  of  Histories  doth  import.  And  afier  hee  hath  described 
what  difference  of  cooimoditie,  is  betweene  faiaed  fables,  aod 
liuely  discourses  of  true  histories,  concludeih  reading  of  histories 
to  be  a  certain  prouacalion  and  allurement  to  mouemen  to  learne 
experience.  If  Tullie  then,  the  Prince  of  Oratorv,  doth  affirme 
profile  and  pleasure  lo  be  in  perusing  of  histories,  then  6tlye  haue 
1  intitules!  this  volume  the  Palace  of  Pleasure.  Fi>r  like  ns  the 
outwarde  shew  of  Princessc  Palaces  be  pleasaunt  at  the  viewe 
and  sight  of  eche  man's  eye,  bedecked  and  garnished  with  sumptu- 
ous hangingcs  and  costlye  arras  of  i^plendeut  shewe,  wherein  be 
wrought  and  bet  with  golde  and  sylke  of  sondrye  hewes,  the 
dedes  of  noble  states  :  Euen  som  this  our  Palace  here,  there  bee 
at  large  recorded  the  princelye  partes  and  glorious  gestcs  of  rc- 
nowmed  wights  represented  with  more  liuely  grace  and  gorgeous 
sight  then  lapestrie  or  arras  woorke,  for  that  the  one  witli  deadlye 
shape  doth  shewe,  the  other  with  speaking  voyce  declare  what  in 
iheir  time  they  were.  Vpon  whom  Ho  wayte  (as  meete  it  is) 
inferiour  pcrsones,  eche  one  vouchsafing  to  tell  what  hee  was,  In 
the  transitorie  trade  of  present  life. 

Wherefore  accepte  the  same  in  grateful!  wise,  and  thinke  vpon 
the  mynde  of  him  that  did  the  same,  which  fraughted  is  with  no 
lesse  plentie  of  good  will,  then  the  coafers  of  kyng  Cra^sus  were, 
with  store  of  worldlye  pelfe.  Farewell. 
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rich 1«4. 

XXXVI.  Andreucctoof  Perugia  being  come  lo  Naples,  to  buy  horie.wai 

in  one  ntglit  surprised  with  three  marucylouB  accidents.  All  which 
hauingccicaped,  wythonerubiche  rctorned  home  to  hishouse  ISQ. 

• XXXVII.    I'he  carle  of  Angient  beyng  faliiely  accused^  was  Ixmii^lKd out 

of  Frauiice,  and  lefie  h>5  two  wnncit  in  sondry  places  in  i^ingloadCf 
and  rrtouming  (vnknowen]  by  Scnilaiid,  Ibunde  them  in  grcatc 
autboritie.  afierwardcsherepayred  it)  the  habile  of  n  seruaunt  l«the 
French  kiog'sanny,  and  being  kaowcn  (o  be  inaoceat,  was  againe 
adiunccd  to  his  tirsi  estate  na. 

......  XXXVIU.Giletu  a  phisitian's  daughter  nfNarboiia,  healed  the  Frenche 

king  of  a   fistula,  lor  reward  whereof  she  dcinauudcd  Bcltramo 
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Conntie  of  Roii|;lione  lo  htubdoil.  The  Coonlle  being  maried 
agimit  hi«  wyll  fnr  despite  fleOde  to  Florence,  and  lounl  an  other. 
Citldta  his  wyf%-,  by  policic  found  tncaocs  to  l)-e  wyth  her  husband 
in  pUcc  of  his  loucr,  and  wubcgoitcit  u^ih  chiU  with  two  Minnes, 
which  ktiowrn  to  het  hi»hind>  he  rcc^ucd  bcr  a^oe*  and  after- 
ward* «hcc  liucd  in  great  honor  tnd  Telicitye |(7. 

XXXIX.  Tancredi  priiiceof  SakmccauK(lhi!td(nightrr'>louer  tobcklatn 
ind  K'nt  hi-t  harievnin  her  in  a  cup  nf  guide:  which  afienvardea 
the  put  vnio  poytoncd  water,  and  drinking  thercofdycd l66, 

XL.  MatuMuei  one  of  ihcTurkiiihe  empcrourt,  executeth  cursed  crueltie 
Tppooft  Greeke  niayden,  whotn  \w  toke  prisoner  ai  the  wttuiing  of 
C«cM«aDlinople 17G. 

XUL  A  Ladyc  falsely  accuwd  of  adultryc,  wascondcnipncd  lo  bedeuoured 
of  Lino*,  the  maoer  of  her  deiiucry,  and  how  (htr  innorencie  being 
knowen)  bcr  aectucr  felt   the  paine  for  her  prepared 184. 

XIUl.  Didaco  a  Spaniard  i«  in  louc  wiih  a  poore  maydett  of  Velentia  and 
secretly  maricth  her,  afterwards  lothiiige  hi-i  fir^te  manage  because 
ihe*  wa»  of  hatr  parentage,  hec  maryeth  another  of  nnhic  birth. 
His  fifH  wyfe  by  ftccrertc  mrwenf^cr  prayeth  hi«  company  whose 
requeit  he  accnmplithcih.  Being  a  bed,  !>bcaiid  Ikt  niaide  killeih 
him.  She  ihroweth  him  into  the  atreat.  bhe  in  desperate  wiw  con* 
frsaetb  the  fact  before  the  maiert  rates,  and    is  put  to  death..   £04. 

XLIII.  WanloiMkaxiil  plcaMuntc  Vih  being  guides  of  iiicolcnctc.  dothe 
bringr  a  miwnbW  code  to  a  fayre  lach-e  of  l*hurin,  w  hoin  a  noble 
man  aduanced  to  highe  estate,  wheria  he  executeth  great  cruchye 
vpon  his  layd  laily  taken   in  ad  id  trie S?6. 

XLIV.  The  louc  of  A  Irranc  of  Saxoh,  and  nf  AdcUaia  ibediiughterofthe 
Cnipcrour  Othn  third  of  ihnt  naine.  Their  Bighi  and  departure 
iniP  Italy  and  how  ihey  were  knowen  afpine,  and  what  ncible 

houteiof  Italy  dvscended  of  tlHsir  net 835. 

,  XLV.  The  Dttcbcss*  of  Sauoyc  bein|:  iliekingof  Kntclund's  sister,  waa 
io  the  Duke  her  hiuhand'*  absence,  vniuKtIy  oceuted  of  adiiltrie  :  hj 
a  noble  man,  his  Lieulenaunl.  And  should  li»iic  bin  put  to  death 
if  by  the  pfoweae,  and  valiuiuti  riiiahale  of  Don  John  di  Men- 
dotxa  (a  gciitlvDun  of  .'^fNiinc)  she  had  not  bin  deliucred.  With 
a  disroitrw  of  inanii--llous  accident*,  touching  ihcsamc,  to  the  titular 

pray^e  and  comiuendacion  of  chnsie  and  honest  ladiea Itjl. 

.  XLVl.  A  king  of  KnpUnde,  lotml  (be  douglitrr  M  one  of  hi»  noblemen 
which  was  C'onnie»«e  nf  Salrsbnrir,  who  aficr  ^rale  siilc  to  schieoe 
that  he  could  not  winne,  fertile  iniire  louche  bare  her  and  her  great 

eoB*tancie,  mode  hrr  his  queeiie  and  wyfe ^.« JWX. 

[Ail  Adiiertt»cnient  lo  the  R«a«ler 3AO*3 

XLVl  I.  A  |i;«ntlrinnn  callal  Galgann  long  time  made  sutc  ui  Madonna 
Minoccia,  her   husband    (not   knowing  the   sane)  Uiuers   liaica 
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piapeA  and  oommended  the  sayd  gcntlemaa  to  his  Udjr :  by  raaon 
wheraf  in  (he  absence  of  b«  busbind»  shee  lente  for  him  and 
yelded  herself-vnto  him,  telling  bint  what  good  words  her  husband 
had  spoken  of  him,  for  reoompence  wberof,  he  refused  to  dishonor 

her 3fll. 

XLVIII.  Bindo  a  notable  Architect,  and  hissonne  Ricciardo  wyth  all  hli 
fiftnily,  ffom  Florence,  came  to  dwel  at  Venice,  where  being  made 
Citisent  for  diners  monuments  by  them  erected  there,  through  hit 
in6r£ndle  expences  was  forced  to  rob  the  Treasure  House.  Bindo 
bang  slainc  by  a  PoUicie  deuised  by  the  Duke  and  the  State,  Ric* 
ciardo  by  fine  subteltiea  deliuereth  htmsetfe  fr6m  foure  daungers. 
Afterwards  the  Doke  (by  his  owne  confession)  Tnderstandinge  the 

sleight  ^ueth  him  pardon  and  hisdoiighter  inmariage  356* 

XLIX.  Philenio  Sistemo  a  scholar  of  Bokigna  being  mocked  of  three  faire 
gentlewomen  at  a  banket  made  of  sec  purpose,  was  reuenged  vpon 

them  all 3G6. 

L.  The  pitious  and  chaste  death  q[  one  of  the  Muliters  wiuea  of  the 

(^eene  of  Nauarre 377. 

LI.  A  king  of  Naples  abiuing  a  gentleman's  wyfe,  in  the  end  did  wear 

the  homes  himself 380. 

LII.  The  rashe  enterprise  of  a  gentleman  against  a  Princesse  of  Flaunden, 
and  of  the  damage  and  shame  that  be  receaued  thereof. ....     386. 

,  Llil.  The  loue  of  Amadour  and  Florinda,  wherein  be  contayned  muiy 
sleightes  and  dissimulations  together  with  the  renowmed  chastitie 
of  the  sayd  Florinda 3q3, 

.  LIV.  Theincontinencieof  a  Dukeandof  hisimpudencie   423. 

,  LV.  One  ot  the  French  kinges  called  Fraunces  the  first  of  that  name,  de* 
clared  his  gentle  nature  to  Counte  Guitlaume  that  would  haue 
killed  him 4ag, 

.  LVI.  A  pleausant  discourse  of  a  great  lord  to  enioye  a  gentlewoman  of 
Pampelunae 43S. 

,  LVil.  A  punishment  more  rigorous  then  death  executed  by  a  husbande 
rppon  his  wyfe  that  was  found  in  adulterie  445. 

,  LVIII.  A  president  of  Grenoble  aduertised  of  the  ill  gouernment  of  his 
wyfe,  tooke  suche  order  that  his  honcstie  was  notdiminished  and  yet 
reuenged  the  fact 44g. 

.  LIX.  A  gentleman  of  Perchc  suspecting  iniuriedone  vnto  him  by  his  friend, 
prouoked  him  to  execute  and  put  in  proofcAhe  cause  of  his  suspi- 
cion       452. 

.  UC*  The  piteous  death  of  an  amonis  gentleman,  for  the  slack  comfort 
^uenhym  to  late  by  hys  beloued 455, 

.  LXI.  A  gentlewoman  of  the  courte,  very  pleasauntly  recompeoced  the 
seruice  of  a  kiode  seruauut  of  her's  that  pursued  her  wyth  seruice  of 
Loue / 461. 
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Nouell  LXII.  The  honett  and  manMlIous  loneof  «  nuydenof  noble  honte  wad 
of  a  Gentleman  that  was  base  borne,  and  how  a  queene  did  impeche 
and  let  thcyr  mariage,  wyth  the  wyse  aunsweare  of  the  mayd  to  the 
queene 464. 

LXIII.  llie  wysedome  of  a  woman  to  wythdrawe  the  fboIUbe  looe  of 

her  husband  wherewyth  he  was  tormented 483. 

LXIV.  Tfaenotablecharitieof  a  womanof  Towrestowardsherhusband 

487. 

......  LXV.  llie  simplicitie  of  an  old  woman  that  offered  a  boming  candle 

to  S.  John  of  Lious 489. 

LXVI.  A  Doctourof  the  Lawes  bought'a  cup,  and  by  the  subtil^  of 

two  false  verlets,  lost  both  bis  money  and  bis  cup 490. 


FINIS. 


palace  of  pcasure. 

THE  FIRST  NOUELL. 

The  Romamfs  and  the  Albancs  being  at  narres,for  iniuries  muttiaifi/ 
inferred,  Metiiu  Suffetius  the  Albutte  captaine  deuised  a  noyc  by 
a  combate,  to  iotfgne  bothe  the  cities  in  one.  Victorie  faliing  to  the 
Romaines,  the  Romaine  victor  kilted  his  sister  and  was  condemned 
to  die.     Jfterwardes  vpon  his  fathers  sute  he  was  deliuertd* 

As  Uie  name  of  Palace  dotb  carie  a  port  of  Maiestie  as  propre 
for  princes  aiid  greatest  estates,  and  as  a  Palace  and  Court  by 
glorious  viewe  of  loftie  towers,  doe  set  forth  an  outwarde  showe 
of  greaie  magnificence ;  and  as  that  glittering  sight  without 
importeth  a  brauer  pompe  and  state  within,  whose  worthiest  fur- 
niture (besides  the  golden  and  curious  omamentes)  resteth  in  the 
princely  train  of  courtly  personages,  most  communely  indowed 
with  natures  comlicst  bencfites  and  rarest  giftes  incident  to  earthly 
godde^,  as  well  for  the  mindes  qualities,  as  for  the  bodies  acts. 
So,  here  at  our  first  enirie,  I  thought  to  staye  as  it  were  at  the  gate 
of  this  palace,  to  discouer  the  incountrie  of  sixe  renowmed  Gen- 
tlemen, brethren  of  equal  numbre,  that,  by  consent  of  either  state, 
fought  and  vsed  dedes  of  unnes,  not  for  sporteji  of  Ladies,  or  for 
precious  prises,  but  for  countrie  quarell  and  libertie  of  natiue 
soyle.  For  the  \-pper  hand  and  vniting  two  most  mighty  Italian 
cities,  that  before  bare  eche  other  moste  mortall  spite  and  deadlye 
foode,  whiche  in  ende  after  the  bloudie  skirmishe  of  those  chosen 
brethren  (for  sauing  of  a  bloudier  battcLi)  were  conioyned  in 
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vniie<l  Monarchic.  Aa  hisiorie  though  dreaclfuU  to  hearing  as 
fitter  for  the  Cainpe  then  Courte,  3-et,  for  the  worthinesse  of  tlie 
qoarell,  not  to  bee  shunned  from  tcndrest  eares,  for  that  it  spread- 
eth  foorth  a  victorious  paterne  of  valiant  chiualrie.  And  so  do 
the  rest  succeding,  which  speake  of  glorious  chastitie,  of  inuin- 
cible  mindes,  of  bold  aduentures  for  Countries  saul'etic,  of  natu- 
rall  pietie  in  parentcs  and  children,  and  the  oihc  of  other 
honorable  causes,  fitte  to  be  displaied  to  eche  degree,  and  prae- 
tbed  by  such  wliose  functions  principally  do  or  ought  to  aspire 
semblable  valiaunce,  for  defence  of  that  whiche  their  Elders  by 
bloudie  swette  haue  honorably  gotten,  and  must  carefully  kept. 
But  not  by  tedious  proeme  to  holde  the  desirous  minde  from  what 
is  promised,  thus  it  beginneth. 

Numa  Pompilius  the  second  king  of  the  Ronioines  being  dead, 
TuIIus  Hostilius  succcded,  which  was  a  lustie  and  couragious 
younge  gentleman  :  and  as  Nuuia  was  giuen  to  ]>eace,  so  was 
he  to  wanes  and  valiaiice.  It  cbaunced  in  liis  time  that  certaice 
peasauntea  of  the  Romaine  dition,  and  the  like  of  the  Albanes, 
were  foraging  and  driuiug  of  booties  tlie  one  from  the  other. 
At  that  time  raigned  in  Alba  one  C.  Cluilius,  from  whence 
and  from  Rome  umbassadours  were  sent  to  rcdemaunde  the 
thinges  stollen.  TuUus  commaundcd  his  people  that  they  should 
deliuer  nothing  till  commaundemont  were  giuen  in  that  behalfe : 
for  than  he  knewe  right  well  that  the  Alban  king  would  not 
restore  at  all  and  therefore  might  vpon  iust  cause,  proclaime 
warres.  Hee  receiued  the  Albau  Ambassadours  in  veric  cour- 
teous manner,  and  they  as  courteously  celebrated  bis  honourable 
and  sumptuous  intertaignement.  Amitie  proceded  on  either 
parties,  till  the  Romanes  began  to  demuunde  the  first  restitution 
which  the  Albanes  denied,  and  summoned  warres  to  bee  in- 
ferred vppoD  them  within  thirtie  daies  after.  Whereupon  the 
Ambossadours  craued  licence  of  TuIIus  to  speakc,  which  being 
graunted,  they  first  purged  themselues  by  igrioraunce,  that  they 
knewe  no  harme  or  iniurie  done  to  the  Romaines,  adding  further, 
that  if  any  thing  were  done  that  should  not  please  TuIIus,  it 
was  against  their  wiUes,   hoping  he  would  remember  that  they 
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were  but  Amhassadours,  subiect  to  tbe  commaundement  of  thoir 
l*rtnce.  Their  c<»mming  was  to  demaunde  a  restitution,  without 
whiche,  ihey  were  atraightlye  charged  to  proclayme  defiaunce. 
Wbereunto  Tullus  aunswered:  ''Tell  yourmaisler,  that  the  king 
oithe  Uomaines  duth  call  the  Gods  to  witnea,  whether  of  them 
first  maketh  the  quarel,  to  thintent  all  men  may  expect  tbe 
reuenge  of  those  warres."  Which  answers  the  Albane  Ambas- 
sadouxs  retourned  to  tlieir  maister.  Great  prouision  for  tbe 
wanes  was  made  on  both  partes,  much  like  to  a  ciuile  contention, 
almost  betwcne  tlie  father  and  the  sonue>  for  the  citie  of  La- 
uinium  was  builded  by  the  Troians,  and  Alba  by  the  Lauiuians, 
of  whose  stocke  the  Romaines  toke  their  beginning.  The 
Albanes  seing  that  they  were  defied  of  the  Romaines,  began 
first  to  enter  in  armes,  and  with  a  maine  power  perccd  the  land 
of  the  Romaines,  and  encamped  within  tiue  miles  of  the  citie, 
enuironing  their  campe  with  a  trenche,  which  afterwardes  was 
called  Fossa  Cluilia,  of  their  capitaine,  wherin  Ciutlius  the  king 
died.  Then  tbe  Albanes  appointed  one  Metius  Sufietius,  to  be 
their  Dictator.  Tullus  vnderstanding  the  death  of  their  Prince, 
with  great  expedition  marched  into  the  couutrie  about  Alba, 
passing  by  the  Albanes  campe  in  tbe  night  which  by  the  watche 
and  scouies  was  skried.  Then  he  retired  to  lodge  as  nere  the 
enemie  as  bee  could,  sending  au  Ambassadoux  before,  to  require 
Tullus  that  he  would  come  to  parle  before  tliey  fought,  and  than 
he  had  a  thing  to  saye,  no  lesse  profitable  to  the  Romaines,  then 
to  the  Albanes.  Tullus  not  contempning  that  condition,  agreed. 
Whereupon  both  did  put  tliem  selues  in  readines,  and  before 
they  ioyned,  both  the  captaines  with  certain  of  their  chiefe  officers, 
came  forth  to  talkc,  where  Metius  sayde  these  wordcs:  "The 
mutuail  iniuries  that  hath  been  done,  and  the  withholding  and 
keping  of  thinges  caried  away,  contrary  to  the  truce,  and  that 
our  king  Cluilius,  is  the  authour  and  beginner  of  these  warres, 
I  do  heare  and  assuredly  vnderstande  for  a  trothe.  And  1  do 
not  doubte,  Tullus,  but  tliou  also  doest  conceiuc  the  same,  to 
be  the  only  occasion  of  this  hostilitie.  Motwithstandinge,  if  I 
may  speake  rather  the  truthe,  then  viter  any  glosing  woordes  by 
waye  of  flatterie,  the  ambicious  desire  of  botli  the  empires,  doth 


moate  of  all  stimalate  and  prouoke  both  the  cities,  being  of  oDe 
aftmitie,  and  neighbours,  to  v&e  this  force  of  annes.  But  whether 
thi«  my  coniecture  bee  righte  or  wrong,  they  oughte  to  coasider 
whiche  firstc  began  the  warres.  The  Albanes  haue  created  uie 
their  Captaine  of  this  enierpr>-se.  I  come  to  gcue  adueriisement 
to  thcc,  OToUus,  of  this  one  thing:  which  ia,  that  the  Thus- 
cans  being  a  great  nation,  and  of  power  right  famous,  doth  enui- 
fonc  vs  both  roande  about,  and  the  nerer  they  be  vuto  you,  the 
more  knowledge  you  haueof  them:  they  be  mightie  vpon  lande, 
and  of  great  power  vpon  sea.  Call  to  thy  remembniunce  and 
consider,  that  when  thou  geuest  the  signe  and  watch  worde  of  the 
battcll,  our  t  woo  armies  shall  bee  but  a  ridiculous  spectacle  to  them. 
So  sone  as  they  doe  perceiue  vs  twoo  to  bee  spent,  and  weried 
with  6ghting,  they  will  bothe  a&sayle  the  vanquished,  and  him 
also  that  doeth  ouercoroe.  Wherefore  if  the  Goddes  do  fauour 
eyther  of  vs,  let  vs  not  shewe  our  sclues  to  bee  wearie  of  our 
libertie  and  franchise  that  is  certaine,  and  hazard  the  dice  to  in- 
curre  perpetuall  seruitude  and  bondage.  Therfore  let  vs  deaise 
some  other  waye,  wherby  die  one  of  vs  may  gouerne  the  other 
without  effusion  of  cithers  bloud.** 

Hiis  condition  notliing  displeased  Tullus,  although  in  courage, 
and  hope  of  victorie,  he  was  more  fierrc  and  bolder  then  the 
other.  And  being  in  consuhation  about  the  purpose,  fortune 
niinistred  an  apt  occasion  to  them  both :  for  in  either  campes 
there  were  tlire  brethren,  of  age  and  valiauce  semblable.  Tlie 
brethren  that  were  in  tlie  Romaine  campe  were  called  Horatij,  the 
other  Curiatij.  Whereupon  a  combate  was  thought  meetc  be- 
twene  these  sixe  persones.  After  the  Romaines  had  vsed  their 
Bolcnipne  roaiiers  of  consecrating  the  truces,  and  other  rites  con- 
ceniiiig  the  some,  either  partes  repaired  to  the  combate.  Both  the 
nmiicftslodr  in  readinrs  before  their  campes,  rather  voyde  of  pre- 
sent perill  then  uf  care;  for  tlie  state  of  either  of  their  Empires, 
consisted  in  tltc  valiance  and  fortune  of  a  fewe.  Whcrfore  theire 
miiidcH  wen-  wonderfullye  brntand  incensed  vpon  that  vnplejisant 
sight.  The  siigne  of  the  combat  was  giucn.  The  thre  yonge  men 
of  either  side  do  ioigne  with  furious  and  cruel  onset,  representing 
the  courages  of  two  batteUes  of  puissaunt  armies.     For  tlie  lossc 


consisted  in  neither  Uiose  three,  but  the  puUique  gnuemement  or 
common  thraldome  of  buth  the  cities,  and  that  was  tlie  future  for- 
tutie,  whichc  they  did  trie  and  proue.  So  sone  as  the  clashing  a> 
moure  did  sound  at  dieir  first  incountrie,  and  their  ghiicring 
Bwordes  did  shine,  an  incredible  horror  and  feare  perced  the  be- 
holders, and  hope  inclining  to  either  partes,  their  voyce  and  uiyndes 
were  whist  and  silent.  But  after  they  were  closed  together,  not 
onely  themouing  of  their  bodies,  and  doubtfull  welding  and  hand- 
ling of  their  weapons,  but  bloudyc  woundes  appeared,  two  of  tiie 
Romaines  falling  downe  starke  dead  one  vppon  an  other :  But  be- 
fore the  three  Albanes  were  sore  hurt.  Whereat  the  Alboue  hosic 
shouted  for  ioye  The  Romaine  Legions  were  voyde  of  hope, 
amazed  to  see  but  one  remayne  against  iliree :  It  chaunced  that 
hec  that  lyued  whychc  as  hec  was  but  one  alone  (an  vnmecte 
matcbe  for  the  rest)  so  he  was  fierce,  and  thought  himsetfe  good 
enough  for  them  all.  Therefore  to  separate  their  fight,  he  flede 
backe,  meaning  thereby  to  geue  euery  of  them  their  welcome 
as  they  followed.  A^'hen  he  was  retired  a  good  space  from  the 
place  wher  they  fought,  loking  back,  he  sawe  them  followe  some 
distance  one  from  an  other,  and  as  one  of  them  approched,  he 
letdrJueat  him  with  great  violence.  And  whiles  the  Atbane 
hoste  cried  outvpon  the  Curiatij,  to  hclpc  their  brother,  iloratiua 
had  killed  his  enemie,  and  dt^maunded  for  tlie  seeoude  battaile. 
Tlien  the  Romaines  incouraged  liieir  champion  with  acclaiuations 
nnd  fihontes,  as  fearcfuil  men  be  wont  to  do  vpon  the  sodainc,  and 
iloratius  spedeth  bimselfc  to  the  fight.  And  before  the  other  could 
ouertake  him,  which  was  not  farre  of,  liee  Itad  killed  an  other  of 
the  Curiatij.  Nowe  were  they  equally  matched  one  to  one,  hut 
in  hope  and  strenglhe  vnlike.  For  the  one  was  free  of  wounde  or 
hurte :  crucll  and  fierce  by  reason  of  double  victorie,  the  other  faint 
for  losse  of  bloud,  and  wearie  of  running,  and  who  with  panting 
breath,  discomfited  for  his  brethrens  slaughter,  slaine  before  him^ 
is  now  obiected  to  figlit  with  his  victorious  enemy.  A  match 
altogether  vne<iuall.  Horaiius  reioysing  sayd,  two  of  thy  bretlircu 
1  hauc  dispatched,  the  tliirde,  the  cause  of  this  battaill,  I  will  take 
in  hand:  that  the  Romaines  maye  bee  lordes  of  the  Albanes, 
Curiatius  not  able  to  sustainc  his  blowc,  fell  downe,  and  lying 
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woflldc  reqvire  ihar  aide 
■nhf  <  Oamim  jflte  * ' 
BWBC  fpojwi  Of  Im  I 

Ibe  laJd  Hootiv  bda  Mter.  wi^fa 
ifae  Cariatij  dut  vac  JbiBe,  vfao  ha 
ttumpbe^  at  oae  of  the  gales  caDed  Capa 
armure  of  her  paramour,  borne  rpoa  her  biotfaas  sboolden,  irhidi 
*hchad  wwgfat  and  nwrtr  with  her  owe  h«»de>:   SbetoteaDd 
rent  the  lieareoflMr  hoade,  and  Boit  paeowlre  bevaykd  iIk 
death  of  ber  beloned.     Her  broiber  being  in  the  pride  of  his  vic- 
torie  taking  ibe  lamenution  of  his  sister,  in  diAinfiil  part,  dier 
oote  his  fvoffd,  and  ihruste  her  through  5peaking  these  repcochfnU 
Voordcs:  **  Aiiaunt  with  thy  mreasnnable  loue,  gette  thee  to  thy 
•ponse.    ilaat  thou  forgotten  the  deathc  of  thv  two  breihien  that 
be  fUiney  the  proiperoiu  saccesse  oftliy  victorious  brother,  and 
chicfelye  ifac  happye  deliueraunce  of  thy  coontrie:  Let  that  Ro- 
maiQ«?  woman  what»oeuer  she  be,  take  hke  retrardc,  that  shall  be- 
waile  the  death  of  the  enemie."     AV'hich  horrible   facie  seemed 
most  cruell  to  the  fathers  and  people.     For  which  offence  he  was 
brought  Ijcforc  the  kinge,  whom  he  deliiiered  to  be  iudged  accord- 
ing to  the  hiwc*     The  law   condempned  him,  then   he   appealed 
to  the  people.    In  wliich  appeale  P.  Horatius  his  father  spake 
ihfur   wordes :  "  My  doughier  ii  slaine,  not  witliout  iust  desert, 
which  il' it  were  not  80,  I  would   hjiue   sued  for  condigne  punish- 
mentCf  to  be  executed  vpon  my  sonne,  according  to  the  natural! 
pictieof  u  father:    Wherforc  1  b<?6eech  you  do  not  suffer  me,  whom 
you  hiiuc   Hceiic   in  time    post,   beautified  with  a  noble  race   and 
progenie  of  children,  nowe  to  be  vtterlye  destitute  and  voyde  of 
oil  logcther/* 
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Tlien  hee  embrascd  his  sonne  amonges  them  all,  and  shewed  ihe 
spoiles  of  the  Curaiiens,  say  inge :  "  Can  you  abide  to  see  this  noble 
Champion  (O  ye  Roniaines)  whom  lately  ye  behelde  to  go  in 
order  of  triumphe  in  victorious  maner,  to  lye  nowe  boundc  vnder 
ihc  gibet,  expecting  for  lormentes  of  deatli :  ^V'^hich  cruell  and  de- 
formed sight,  tlie  Albanes  eyes  can  not  well  be  able  to  beholde,  goe 
to  then  thou  hangman,  and  bindc  the  handes  of  him,  who  haih 
aichieued  to  the  Romaine  |)eople  a   glorious  Empyrc:    Goe,  I 
saye,  and  couer  the  face  ofhim  that  hath  delinered  this  ci tie  out 
of  thraldome  and  bondage.     Hang  him  vpon  some  vnhappie  tree, 
and  scourge  him  in  some  place   within  tlic  Citie,   either  amongs 
tliese  our  triumplies,  where  the  spoiles  of  our  enemies  do  remainc, 
or  els  without  the   walles,  amonges  the  graues  of  the  vanquished. 
Whether  can  yee  deiiise  to  carrie  hiin,  but  that  his   honourable 
and  worthye  actes,  shal  reueng  the  villanie  of  his  cruel  death." 
The  people  hearing  the  lamcniablc  talkc  of  his  father,  and  scinge 
in  him  an  vnmoueable  minde,  able  to   sustaine   al  aduersity,   ac- 
quited  him  rather  through  the  admiration  of  his  vertue  and  vali- 
ance,  then  by  iustioe  and  equity   of  his  cause.     Such    was   the 
straite  order  of  iustico  amonges  the  Romaines,  who  although   this 
yonge  gentleman  had  vindicated  his  countric  from  seruitude 
and   bondage  (a  noble  mcmorye   of  p<*rfecte  manhode) 
yet  by  reason  of  the  murder  done  vppon  his  owne 
sister,  were  very   straite  and   slacke  to  pardon  ; 
because  they  would  not  incourage  the  pos- 
teritie  to  like  inconueniencc,  nor  pro- 
uoke  wel  doers  in  their  glorye  and 
triumphe,  to  per|K.'trate 
thingcs   vn- 
lawfiij]. 
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THE  SECOND  NOIJELL. 


SfTtus  TarquiuiHS  ramshed  Lucrere. 
of'  her  chastitiei  kiUtd  her  telft. 


And  the  hncat/iing  the  fosse 


Gbkat  preparation  was  made  by  the  Romaines,  against  a  people 
called  Rutuli,  who  had  a  cilic  uaiued  Ardea,  exeelling  in  wealth 
and  riches  which  was  the  cause  that  the  Romaine  king,  being  ex- 
hausted and  quite  voyde  of  money,  hy  reason  of  his  sumptuous 
buildingeSr  made  warres  Tppou  that  couniric.  In  the  time  of  the 
■iegeof  that  citie  the  yonge  Romaine  gentlemen  banqueted  one  an 
ot]]er,  amonges  whom  there  was  one  called  Collatinus  Tarquinios, 
thesonneof  Egerius.  And  by  chaunce  they  enired  in  communica- 
tion of  tlieir  wiues,  euery  one  praysing  hid  seueral  s|>ouse.  At 
length  the  laike  began  to  grow  hot,  whereupon  Collatinus  said, 
tliat  words  were  vaine.  Tor  within  few  houres  it  might  be  tried, 
how  much  his  wife  Lucretia  did  excel  tlie  rest,  wherefore  (quoth 
he)  if  iluTc  be  any  liuehhod  in  you,  let  us  take  our  horse,  to 
proue  which  of  oure  wiues  doth  surmount.  VVlieruppon  they  roode 
to  Home  in  |>OBt.  At  their  comming  they  found  itie  kinges 
doughtcni,  gportingc  themselues  with  sondrye  pastimes  :  From 
thence  tJiey  went  to  the  house  of  Collatiuus,  where  they  founde 
I*U(rr<*e,  not  ns  the  oilier  before  named,  spending  time  in  idlenes, 
but  lute  in  tin-  night  occupied  aud  busie  aioonges  her  maydes  in 
the  midden  of  her  house  spinning  of  woll.  The  victory  and  prayse 
whorof  was  giuen  to  Lucretia,  who  when  she  sjiw  her  husband, 
gentlie  and  louinglie  intertained  hiai,  and  curteouslye  baddc  die 
'rurquiniflns  welcome.  Immediaily  Sextus  Tarquinius  the  sonne 
of  Timpiiniuj*  Superbun,  (that  time  the  Romaine  king)  was  in- 
ccnned  wy tli  a  libidious  dettirc,  to  construpate  and  deHoure  Lucrece. 
When  the  yonge  gentlemen  had  bestowal  that  night  pleasantly 
witli  their  wiues,  they  retourned  to  the  campe.  ^iot  long  after 
Scxius  Tfirquiniun  with  one  mim  retourned  to  CoUatia  vnknowen 
to  CollatinuK,  and  ignorant  to  Lucrere  and  the  rest  of  her  hou»- 
hold,  for  what  purpoHc  he  came  :  who  being  well  intertayned, 
ufter  Kup|fer  was  conueighed  to  Ids  chamber.    Tarquinius  bum- 
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ioge  with  the  loue  of  Lucrece,  after  he  perceiued  the  housholde 
to  be  at  rcstc»  and  uU  tUinges  in  quiet,  with  his  naked  sworde  in 
his  haude,  wente  to  Lucrece  being  a  sleepe,  and  keeping  her  downe 
with  his  lefie  handc^  saide:  "  Holde  thy  peace  Lucrece,  I  am  Sex- 
tun  Taixiuinius,  my  sworde  is  in  my  baud,  if  thou  crie,  [  will  kill 
thee,**  The  gentlewoman  sore  afrayed,  being  newely  awaked  oute 
of  licr  sleepe,  and  seeing  iminent  death,  couid  not  tell  what  to  do. 
Then  Tarquinius  confessed  his  loue,  and  begun  1o  intreate  her,  and 
therewitball  vsed  sundry  minaciog  wordes,  by  all  meanes  attempt- 
ing to  make  her  quiet :  when  he  saw  her  obstinate,  and  that  she 
woulde  Qot^'clde  to  his  request,  notwithstanding  his  cruell  threaie*, 
he  added  shameful  and  vilianous  speach,  saying:  That  he  would 
kill  her,  and  when  she  was  slaiue,  he  woulde  also  kill  his  slaue, 
and  place  him  by  her,  that  it  might  be  reported  howe  she  was 
I  tlaiue,  being  taken  in  adullerie.  She  vanquished  with  his  terrible 
'and  infamous  threate,  his  Heshlye  and  licentious  cnterpricc, 
ouercame  the  puritie  of  her  chaste  and  honest  hart,  which  done 
he  departed.  Tlien  Lucrece  sent  a  post  to  Rome  to  her  father, 
and  an  other  to  Ardea  to  her  husbande,  requiringe  tikcm  ttiat  they 
would  makciipeede  to  come  vutoher,  with  certainc  of  tlieir  Irustie 
frendcs,  for  that  a  cruell  facte  was  chaunced.  Then  Sp.  Lucretiui 
with  P.  Valerius  the  sonne  of  Volesius,  and  Collatinus  with  L. 
Junius  Brutus,  made  hast  to  Lucrece:  where  they  founde  her 
■itting,  very  pensife  and  sadde,  in  her  chamber.  So  sooe  as  she 
I  fawe  them  she  began  pitiously  to  weepe.  Then  her  husband 
I  asked  her,  whether  all  thinges  were  well,  vnto  whom  she  sayde 
these  wordes. 

"  No  dere  husbande,  for  what  can  be  well  or  safe  vnto  a  woman, 
when  she  hath  lost  her  chastitie?  Alas  Collatinc,  the  steppes  of 
an  other  man,  be  now  fixed  in  thy  bed.  But  it  is  my  bodye 
onely  that  is  violated,  my  minde  God  knoweth  is  glides,  where- 
of my  death  shalbe  witnesse.  Hut  if  you  be  men  giue  me 
your  handes  and  trouth,  that  die  adulterer  may  not  escape  vn- 
^leuenged.  It  is  Sextus  Tarquinius  whoe  being  an  enemie,  in 
'iteedeof  a  frende,  the  odier  night  came  rnto  mee,  armed  with 
his  sword  in  his  hand,  and  by  violence  caried  away  from  me  (the 
Goddes  know)  a  woful  ioy."    'J  hen  euery  one  of  them  gaue  her 
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their  ^th,  and  comforted  the  pensifc  and  languishing  lady,  in 
puling  the  oHencc  to  the  auihour  aud  doer  of  ttic  same,  afhnning 
that  her  bodye  was  polluted^  and  not  her  minde,  and  where  con- 
sent was  not,  there  the  crime  was  absente.  Whereunloshee  added: 
'*  I  praye  you  consider  with  yourselues  what  puni:&hmentc  is  due 
for  the  malcfactour.  As  for  my  part,  though  I  clearcmy  selfe  of 
the  offence,  my  body  shall  feele  the  punishment:  for  no  vachast 
or  ill  woman,  shall  herealter  impute  no  dishonest  act  to  Lucrece.** 
Then  she  drewe  out  a  knife,  which  she  liad  hidden  sccretely*  vnder 
her  kirtle,  and  stabbed  her  selfc  to  the  hart c.  Which  done,  she 
fell  downe  grouelinge  vppon  her  wound  and  died.  Whereupon 
her  father  and  husband  made  great  lamentation,  and  as  they  were 
bewayling  the  death  of  Lucrece,  Brutus  pluckt'd  the  knife  cute  of 
the  wound,  which  gushed  out  with  aboundnnce  of  bloude,  and 
holding  it  vp  said :  *'  1  sweare  by  tlie  chast  bloud  of  this  body  here 
dead,  and  I  take  3-011  the  immortall  fiods  to  witnes,  that  I  will 
driueand  extirpate  oute  of  this  L'ilie,  both  L.  Tarquinius  Su|>erbus; 
and  his  wicked  wife,  with  all  the  race  of  his  children  aud  progente, 
so  (hat  none  of  them,  ne  yet  any  others  shall  raigne  anyc  longer 
inUume."  Thenhec  deliuered  thekuife  to  CoUatinus.  Lucretius 
and  Valerius,  wlio  raarueyled  at  the  strangenesse  of  his  words: 
and  from  whence  he  should  concciue  that  determination.  They 
all  swore  that  othe,  and  followed  Brutus,  as  their  captaine,  in 
his  conceiuetl  purpose.  The  body  of  Lucrece  was  brought  into 
the  market  place,  where  the  people  wondred  at  the  vilenesse  of 
that  facte,  cuery  man  complayning  vppon  the  mischiefe  of  that 
facinorous  mpe,  committed  by  Tarquinius.  Whervpon  Brutus 
perswadod  the  Romayncs,  that  they  should  cease  from  teares  and 
other  childishe  lanientacions,  and  to  take  weapons  in  their  handes, 
to  shew  themselues  like  men. 

Then  the  lustiest  and  most  desperate  persons  within  the  citie, 
made  iheaiiielues  prest  and  reaiUc,  to  attempte  any  enterprise: 
and  after  a  garrison  was  placed  and  bestowed  at  Coilatia,  dihgent 
watche  and  ward  was  kept  at  the  gates  of  the  citie,  to  the  intent 
tlie  kinge  should  hauc  no  aducrtisement  of  that  siurre.  The  rest  of 
the  Bouldiours  followed  Brutus  to  Rome. 

When  be  was  come  thither,  the  armed  multitude  did  beate  a 
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mftrneilous   feare  throughout  the  whole  citie :    but  yet  because 
they  sawe  the  chiefeste  parsonages  goe  before,  they  thought  that 
the  same  enterprise  was  takeu  invaine.     Wherefore  the  people  out 
of  all  places  of  the  citie,  ranne  into  the  market  place,  where  Brutus 
complained  of   ihe  abhomiuable  rape  of  Lucrece,  committed  by 
SextusTarquinius :  and  thereunto  he  added  the  pride  and  insolent 
bchauiourof  tiie  king,  the  miserie  and  drudgcrie  of  the  people,  and 
howe  they,  which  in  time  paste  were  viclours  and  conquerours,  were 
madeof  men  of  warre,  artificers, and  labourers.     Hcreniembred  also 
the  infamous  murder  of  Seruius  Tullius  their  late  kingc.     These  and 
such  like  he  called  to  the  peoples  remcnibraunre,  whereby  they 
abrogated  and  deposed  Tarquinius,  banishing  him,  his  wife,  and 
children.     Then  he  leuietl  an  armie  of  chosen  and  ptked  men,  and 
marched  to  thecampe  at  Ardea,  committing  the  goucmcmente  of 
the  citie  to  Lucretius,  who  before  was  by  the   king  appointed 
lieutenant.     TuUia  in  the  time  of  this  hurlie  burlie,  fledde  from 
her  house,  all  the  people  cursing  and  crying  vengeaunce  vpon  her, 
Newes  brought  into  the  campc  of  these  euentes,  the  king  with 
great  leare  rctoumcd   to   Rome,  to  represse   those  tumultes,  and 
Brutus  hcaringe  of  his  approche,  marched  another  wayc,  because 
heewouldenot  meetehim.     WhenTarquinius  was  come  to  Rome, 
the  gates  were  shatte  against  him,  and  he  himscltc  commaunded 
to  auoide  into  exile.     The  campc  recciue*!  Brutus  with  great  ioye 
and  triumphe,  for  that  he  had  deliuered  thecitieof  suchalyrauntc. 
Then  Tartjuinius  with  his  children  fledde  to  Crore,  a  citie  of  the 
Hetrurians.     And  as  Sextus  Tarquinius  was  going,  he  was  slaine 
by   those   tliat  premeditfUctl   rcuengcmente,  of   olde  murder 
and  injuries  by  him  done  to  their  predecessours.     Tliis 
L.  Tanjuinius  Superbus  raigned  xxv  ycares.     The 
raignc  of  the  kinges  from  the  first  foundationof 
the  citie  continued  CCxliiii.  ycares.     After 
which  gouemmente  two  Consuls  were 
appointed,  for  the  order  and  admi- 
nistration of  the  citie.     And 
for  that  yeare  L.  luni- 
ns  Brutus,  and  1«. 
Tarquinius,(^ol- 
latinus. 
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THE  THIRD  NOUELL. 

The  siege  of  Rome  bif  Porsettna,  and  the  tnUaunt  deHuerie  thereof 
bj/  Mutius  ScatiolOf  itith  his  stoute  aumvtere  vfito  the  kinge. 

When  P.  Valerius  ajid  T.  Lucretius  were  created  consuls, Porscnna 

kinge  ot'Hetruria,  vppOD  the  instigation  of  the  banished  Tarquiuians, 
come  before  the  citiewithan  bugearmie.  The  brute  wberot*  did 
wonderfully  appall  the  Senate:  for  the  like  occasion  of  terrour,  neuer 
before  that  lime  chauuccd  tothe  Kouiaincs,  who  did  not  onely  feare 
their  enemies^  but  also  their  uwne  subieciSj  suspecting  lest  tbey 
should  be  forced  to  retaine  the  klnges  againe.  All  which  after- 
wards, were  through  the  wisedome  and  discretion  of  the  fathers 
(juietlye  appeased,  and  the  cltie  reduced  to  such  vnitie  and  courage, 
as  all  sorts  of  people  despised  the  name  of  king.  When  the  ene- 
mies were  approched,  tlie  rurall  people  abandoning  their  colonies, 
fled  for  rescue  into  the  citic.  The  citiewas  diuided  into  garrisons  : 
some  kept  tlie  walles,  and  some  the  waye  ouer  Tiber,  which  was 
thought  very  safe  andabletobe  defended.  Althoughe  the  woddcn 
bridge  made  ouer  llie  riuer,  had  almost  been  an  open  way  for  the 
enemies  en  trie,  whereof  Horacius  Codes,  as  fortune  serucd  that  day, 
liad  thecliarge.  A\'lio  somuiifully  behauedhimselfe,as  ai^crhe  had 
broken  vp  and  burned  the  bridge,  and  done  other  notable  ex- 
ptoites,  he  defended  that  passage  with  such  valiance,  thai  the  de- 
fence therof  seemed  miraculous,  to  the  great  astonislmient  of  Uie 
enemies-  In  fine  Porsenua  seing  thai  he  coulde  litlc  prcuaile  in 
the  assault,  retourned  to  the  eampe,  determining  neuerthelesse  to 
continue  his  siege.  At  which  time  one  Caius  Mutius,  a  yonge 
gentleman  of  Rome,  purposed  to  aduenture  some  notable  enter- 
prise: saying  to  the  senators  these  words:  "  1  determine  to  passe 
the  riuer,  and  enter  if  I  can,  into  the  eampe  of  the  enemies,  not 
to  fetch  spoile,  or  to  reuenge  mutual  iniuries,  but  to  hazard  greater 
matters,  if  the  Gods  be  assistant  vnto  me."  The  senate  vnder- 
standing  the  cflect  of  his  indeuour,  allowed  his  dcuisc:  and  then 
hauinge  a  sword  vnder  bis  garment,  went  forth.  When  he  was 
come  into  the  tlirong,  he  conueiglied  himsclfe  as  nere  the  kinges 
pauUioD  as  he  could.     It  chaunced  that  he  was  paying  wages  that 
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dar  to  his  souIdiourSf  by  wliuin  his  secretarie  did  sit  in  such  ap- 
parcll,  almost  as  rhe  king  hiinsclfc  did  wcare.  Mutius  b«ing  a 
iraide  to  demaunde  which  of  them  was  the  king,  lest  he  should 
bewTay  himselfe,  sodainly  killetl  the  secretarie  in  steede  of  the 
lting»  and  as  he  was  making  wave  with  his  bloudie  sworde  to 
escape,  he  was  apprjtiended  and  brought  before  the  king,  and  with 
maruailous  stoutnesse  and  nudacitie,  spake  these  words:  "  I  am  a 
citizen  of  liome,  and  my  name  h  Mutius^and  beinge  an  enemy,  I 
woulde  faine  baue  killed  mine  enemie.  For  which  attempt  I 
estreme  no  more  to  die,  then  I  cartKl  to  commit  tlie  murder.  It 
is  naturally  giuen  to  the  Homaines,  both  vahantly  to  do  and 
I  stoutly  to  suffer.  And  not  i  alone  haue  conspired  thy  death,  bat 
a  greate  nomber  of  vs,  haue  promised  the  like,  and  hope  to  prose- 
cute semblable  prayse  and  gturie:  wherfore  if  this  beginuinge  do 
loot  please  thee,  make  thy  selfe  ready  euerye  houre  to  expect  like 
I  perill,  and  to  fight  for  thy  selfe.  And  make  accompt,  that  euery 
[day  eucn  at  tlic  dorc  of  thine  onne  lodging,  thy  cuemye  armed 
idolh  waite  for  thee:  we  alone  yong  gentlemen  of  the  citie  do 
stand  at  defiance,  and  pronounce  vpi>on  thee  this  kinde  of  battaile. 
Feare  no  armies  or  other  hosttlitie,  for  with  thee  alone, and  with 
euerye  one  of  vs  these  warres  shalbe  tryed,"  The  king  astonied 
with  that  bold  and  desperate  enterprise,  fell  into  a  great  rage  and 
furie,  commaundingc  Mutius  prescntlye  to  be  consumed  withfyrc, 
vnlesse  be  would  out  of  hand  tell  him  the  order  of  the  purposed 
and  deuised  treason.  "  Behold  O  king  (quoth  hee)  how  litle 
they  care  for  theyr  bodies,  that  do  aspire  and  seeke  for  fame  and 
gloric.*'  And  then  he  thrust  his  right  hand  into  the  fire,  and 
rosted  the  same  in  the  Hame,  like  one  that  had  been  out  oi'  his 
wits.  Tlie  king  amazed  wyth  the  straungnes  of  the  fact,  stepped 
downe  from  the  scate,  and  caused  him  to  be  taken  from  the  fire, 
saying:  "  Away,  frend  (quoth  the  king)  thou  hast  killed  thy 
selfe,  and  aduentured  hostilitie  vppon  thy  selfe  rather  then  against 
mee.  Surely  I  would  thincke  mine  estate  happie,  if  like  vali- 
aonce  were  to  be  found  wyihin  the  bouudes  of  my  countrye. 
Wherfore  by  law  of  armes  I  set  the  at  libertie  to  go  whitlier  thou 
list,"  Whereunto  Mutius  for  aequiting  that  desert,  aunswcred: 
"  For  as  much  as   thou  hast  thus  honourably   dclt  with  me,  1 
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vil   Car  recompeaee   «f   tkii   Wtii*,  ttye  that  mi  In   tbIo 

tbee,  wfcjrcfa  bj  itwaw  iIkm  ■ImimMi  h  aeBa-  laae  gottts  at  mj 

hamda.    Three  handnd  </ ti  dut  be  rooge  Bofale  nen  of  Ron^ 

baoe  ooospired  thy  dntb,  cmb  by  ifae  lake  iff  nil     It  wm  mj 

lot  Ko  come  first,  tbe  mte  vhes  fafftoBe  iball  gwe  op|Mwfnit>e» 

ettcrye  one  in  his  toame  will  gioe  the  achMnmrc*    WbereapoQ 

he  wm  dammed,  m»d  aftgwaid*  wt  called  Scaaok,  far  the  loaw 

of  hb  right  baode.    Then  peace  was  oAesed  to  the   RoiDayoe% 

who  Tpoo  cooditiocks  that  tbe  eoenies  gairiMBi  <boald  be  vith- 

dravren  from  lanicalam,  and  that  the  cotintiy  woone  of  tbe  Veioi. 

tines,  should  be  restored  againe,  gaae  hostages.    Amoogcs  whoa 

there  was  a  gentlewooMD  called  Cloelia  delivered  into  the  haDdca 

of  tJie   Hetmrians,  who  deceyniage  her  keepers,  ooDoetgfaed  her- 

selfe  and  the  other  pledges  from  their  enemies,  and  swintmiiig  oner 

ilic  finer  of  Tiber,  arriaed  at  Rome  in  safetye,  which  betog  r^ 

demaonded   by  Porsenoa,  were  sent  backe  againe.    The  king 

drioen  into  awonderfoll  admiration  for  the  desperate  and 

manly  enterprises,  done  by  the  Romaine  nation,  re- 

.  toumed  the  maiden  home  againe  to  Rome.     In 

wbose  honour  the  Romaines   erected   an 

image  on  horse  backe,  placed  at  tbe 

▼pper  ende  of  the  streate  called 

Sacra  via.      And   so   peace 

was     concluded     be- 

iweene  Poraenna 

and  the  Ro- 

maynes. 
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THE  FOURTH  NOUELL. 

Martius  Coriolamis  goinge  about  to  represse  the  common  peophof 
Rome  with  dearth  of  come  nan  banished.  For  reuerigemeiit  tthereof 
he  perszvaded  Pectus  TuUiun  king  of  the  Fohcians,  to  makezrarru 
vpoft  the  Romai/nes,  and  he  himxfj'e  in  their  aj/de,  came  in  his 
OTcne  person.  The  citie  brought  to  greate  miserye,  the  fathers 
devised  meajtes  to  deliuer  the  same,  and  sent  vnto  the  Foiseian 
campe,  the  mother,  the  wife  and  children  of  Coriolanus.  f'pon 
ahose  complaintes  Coriolanus  withdretce  the  I  olscians,  and  the 
citie  ttas  reduced  to  quietnes. 

In  the  yeare  that  Titus G^ganius  and  Publius  Minutius  were  Con- 
suls, when  all  thinges  were  quiet  abrode,  and  dissention  at  home 
ap|}eaH«d,  an  other  great  misehiefe  inuaded  the  citie.  First  a 
dearth  of  victuals,  tor  that  the  land  was  vntilled,  by  the  peoples 
departure,  then  a  Hunine,  such  as  chaunceth  to  the  besieged : 
which  had  brought  a  great  destruction  of  people,  had  not  the  coa- 
Bulsforseene  the  same,  by  prouision  in  forren  places.  They  sent 
punieiors  into  Scicilia:  but  the  malice  oftlie  cities  adioyning, 
staycnl  the  prouision  that  was  made  a  farre  of.  The  come  prouided 
at  Cumas  was  stayed  for  the  goodes  of  Tarquinius  by  Aristode- 
mua  the  tyrant,  that  was  his  heirc.  The  next  yere  followinge,  a 
greate  masse  of  come  was  transported  oute  of  Scicile,  in  the  lime 
of  the  consuls,  M.  Minutius  and  A.  Sempronius.  Tlien  the  se- 
nate consulted,  vppon  the  distribution  of  the  same  vnto  the  people. 
Diuers  thought  that  the  time  was  then  come,  to  bridle  and  sup- 
prcsse  the  i>eople,  that  tJiereby  tliey  mighte  tlie  rather  recouer 
those  prinileges,  which  were  extorted  from  the  fathers.  Amonges 
whom  Martius  Coriolanus  a  yonge  gentleman  was  the  chiefest, 
who  being  an  enemie  to  the  Tribune  authoritie,  said  these  woords. 
'*  If  tlie  people  will  haue  victuals  and  come  at  that  price,  whereat 
it  was  assised  and  rated  in  time  past,  then  it  is  meete  and  ne- 
ccssarie,  that  they  render  to  the  fathers,  their  auucient  aucihoritie 
and  priuilegp :  for  to  what  purpose  be  the  plebeian  magistrates 
ordained  ?   For  what  consideration  shall   I  suffer  my   selfe  to  be 
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snbiugate  vnder  the  authoriiie  of  Sicmiu3,  as  though  l  were  con. 
uersaunte  amoages  theeucs  i  SbaJ  1  abide  these  iniuhes  any  longer 
to  coatinue,  thea  is  necessaries  I  that  could  not  suffer  Tarqui- 
nius  the  king,  &ha)  I  be  [>acient  with  Siciuius  ?  Let  Sicinius 
depart  it'  lie  will,  let  him  draw  the  people  after  him  :  the  way 
yet  is  open  to  the  sacred  bill|  and  to  the  other  mountaines. 
Let  them  rob  vs  of  our  corue  which  they  toke  away  from  our 
owne  land,  as  tJiey  did  three  yeares  paste,  let  thera  eoioy  the 
victuals,  which  in  their  furie  tliey  did  gather.  I  dare  be  bold 
to  sayc  thus  much,  that  being  warned  and  tamedj  by  this  pre- 
sent penurie,  they  had  rather  plow  and  til  the  land,  then  they 
woald  suffer  the  same  to  be  vncultured,  by  withdrawing  them- 
sclues  to  armure.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  be  spoken,  as  I  chincke 
it  may  wilJi  faciliiie  be  brought  to  passe,  that  vpon  conditions 
the  prices  of  victuals  should  be  abated,  the  fathers  might  remoue 
the  aucthoritie  of  the  Tribunes  and  disanul  all  tliose  lawes,  which 
against  their  wills  were  ratefied  and  confirmed."  This  sentence 
seemed  cruel  to  the  fathers,  and  almost  had  set  the  people  toge- 
ther by  the  eares,  whoe  woiilde  haue  tome  him  in  peeces,  had  not 
the  Tribunes  appointed  a  day  for  his  appearance.  Whervpon 
their  furie  for  that  time  was  appeased,  Coriolanus  seinge  the  peo- 
ples rage  to  encrease,  and  consideringe  that  they  should  be  his 
ludge,  when  tlie  day  of  his  apparancc  was  come,  he  absented  him- 
•elfe,  and  therfore  was  condempned.  Then  he  fled  to  the  Volscians, 
of  whom  he  was  gently  interteigned  :  and  lodged  in  the  house  of 
Accius  Tuliius,  the  chiefe  of  that  cilie,  and  a  deadly  euemie  to  the 
Komaynes.  Vpon  daily  conference  and  consultation  liad  betwenc 
them,  they  consulted  by  what  sleight  or  pollicie,  they  might  com- 
ence  a  quarrell  against  the  Homaines.  And  because  they  doubted, 
that  the  Volscians  would  not  casely  be  perswaded  thereunto,  be- 
inge  so  oft  vanquished  and  ill  intreated,  they  excogitated  some 
other  newe  occasion.  In  the  meane  time  T.  Latinius  one  of  the 
plebion  sorte,  perccyuing  that  the  Roiuaynes  went  about  to  insti- 
tute great  pastimes,  conceiued  a  dreame,  wherein  liec  sawe  I  u[^ 
piter  to  speake  vnto  him,  and  said  that  he  liked  not  the  towardnes 
of  those  games,  and  in  case  the  same  were  not  celebratctl,  with 
great  royatiie  and  magnificeus,  they  would  ingender  periU  to  the 
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cilie,  which  dreame  he  declared  to  the  consuls.  Then  the  senate 
gaue  order,  liiai  the  saine  shoulde  be  addressed  wiih  great  pompe 
and  triumphe :  whereunto  through  th'instigacion  ofAccius,  a  greate 
nomber  of  the  Volsciaiis  resorted.  But  before  the  plaies  beguuae, 
Tullius  according  to  the  compact  agreed  vpon,  betwene  him  and 
Coriolanus,  secretely  repaired  to  the  consuliiy  and  taking  them  a 
syde,  declared  that  he  had  to  say  vnlo  them  a  matter  touching  the 
publique  wealth  of  their  citie,  in  tJiese  words.  "  I  am  forced  a- 
gainst  my  will  to  signifie  vnto  you  a  matter,  that  toucheth  the 
condition  of  mine  owne  subiectes  and  countrie  men.  I  come  not 
to  accuse  tliem,  as  thoughe  they  had  already  admitted  any  tbingc, 
but  I  come  to  giue  you  a  premonition,  lest  they  should  perpetrate 
some  occasion,  contrary  to  the  order  of  your  ciiie.  The  disposi- 
tion of  my  countrie  men,  is  more  inconstant  iljcn  1  would  wish: 
which  wehaue  felt,  to  our  great  losseanddecaie.  The  cause  oi  oure 
security  at  this  present,  is  rather  suffered  by  your  pacicnce,  then 
by  our  desert.  Here  be  at  tliis  instant  a  great  multitude  of  Vol- 
scians:  Here  be  games  prepared,  and  the  citie  througblye  bent  to 
behold  them.  I  do  remember  what  was  done  vpon  like  occasion  in 
this  citie  by  the  Romain  youth  :  I  tremble  to  thincke,  what  may 
be  rashly  attempted,  wherfore  I  thought  good  both  for  your  owne 
sakes  and  for  auoyding  of  mutual  displeasure,  to  foretel  you  of 
these  things.  And  for  mine  owne  part  I  purpose  immediatlye 
to  returne  liome,  because  I  wil  auoide  the  daunger  and  peril,  that 
maye  chaunce  by  my  presence."  When  he  had  spoken  tliose 
words,  he  departed,  Tiie  consuls  imraediatly  recompted  the  re- 
quest of  Accius  to  the  senate:  who  more  esteming  the  personage, 
from  whence  the  same  did  precede,  then  the  matter  that  was  spoken, 
determmed  to  prouide  a  remedie  for  the  same,  and  immediatlye 
caused  the  Volscians  to  auoide  the  citie,  sending  officers  about,  to 
commauud  them  to  depart  that  night:  vpon  which  sodain  edict,  at 
the  lirst  they  began  to  marueilc.  And  afterwards  they  conceined 
great  gricfc  and  offence,  for  that  their  vn neighbourly e  entertaign- 
ment.  and  as  tliey  were  passing  out  of  the  citie  in  a  long  traine, 
Tullius  being  vpon  the  top  of  the  hill  called  Ferrentine,  to  waite 
for  the  people,  as  they  passed  by,  called  vnto  him  the  chiefe  and 
principal  parsonages,  to  prouoko  tltcm  to  take  that  aduauntage, 
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wmft  to  wiw  hepMiwiM  li  iliof  wvtd^  "FonectiagafliataTiea 
ud  ill lyli Mini  {Mat,  done br  cbe  RoanizK  people  w^mam,  the 
VoAkhb^  hov  en  yov  abide  the  ihame  yn  Mfier  tliii  d>fc^ 
VBcren  to  owe  graft  vcpradi*  Ib^  wey  to  oiftBBttit  ■■■  fbcv 
fcrtfa  dieir  phies.  Do  not  roa  bdeeoe,  ibat  even  «o  d>y,  tfaey 
llWifih  owr  Toaf  Is  doc  joor  dcpamire  (ibinciEe  je)  ri43ira)oQs 
to  aB  the  Romamr*,  to  ftnogcn,  and  odier  cities  adio^ming  :  Be 
not  yoar  wiaea  and  cfaildren  (tnnr  je)  now  passing  homeirsrds, 
Uuf^hed  to  ficorne?  What  thtnc^r  ye  your  lelaes  to  be,  which 
were  warned  to  depart,  at  d>e  toBod  of  the  trumpet  l  What  (sup- 
pose ye)  wil  all  they  tbinke,  which  do  neete  this  moltitade  retiring 
homewards,  to  ihetr  great  reproch  and  shame  r  Truly  exccpte 
there  be  some  secrete  occasion,  whereby  we  should  be  suspected  to 
violate  the  plaies  or  commit  some  other  crime,  and  so  forced  to 
relinquish  the  company  and  fellowship  of  the  honpst,  I  know  not 
wliat  should  be  the  cause  of  this  repulsed  Were  we  lyuing,  when 
wc  made  such  festination  to  depart  ?  If  it  may  be  called  a  depar- 
ture, and  not  a  running  away,  or  shameftill  retire.  1  perceiue  ye 
did  not  accorapt  tliis  to  be  a  citie  of  our  enemies,  wher  1  thinck 
if  ye  hod  taried  but  one  day  longer,  ye  had  all  beene  slaine. 
They  haue  denounced  warres  vppon  you,  which  if  you  be  men  of 
courage,  ihall  rcdoundc  to  the  vtter  destruction  of  them,  which 
first  gaue  the  defiaunce.  The  Volscians  perceyuing  themselues 
greatly  derided,  for  considerations  before  remcmbred,  determined 
by  common  accord,  to  inferre  warres  vppon  the  Komaines,  vnder 
the  conduction  of  Actius  Tullius,  and  Coriolanus.  After  they  had 
recouercfi  (iiurm  of  the  Komaine  cities,  they  preceded  further,  and 
in  »on(lfic  places  spoiled  iind  destroyed  the  same,  encamping  them- 
selues Hue  miles  from  Rome,  besides  the  trenches  called  Fossas 
CUiilins.  In  the  meane  time  contention  rose  betwene  the  people 
Olid  the  fathers,  howbcic  the  feare  of  forren  partes,  linked  their 
mindcH  together,  in  the  bands  of  concord.  The  consuls  and  fa- 
thers ri*jKi«Ml  their  whole  conHdrnce  in  battel,  which  the  common 
people  in  no  wise  could  abide.  Wherfore  they  were  constrained 
to  usAcnible  the  senate,  in  which  consult  waa  determined,  that  am- 
bMMdouxs  should  be  sent  to  Coriuluuui  to  demauud  peace :  who 
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Tctournecl  them  againe  with  a  froward  answere,  to  this  effect: 
that  first  they  should  restore  to  the  Volscianfi  their  countrie,  which 
they  had  conquered^  and  that  done,  he  willed  them  to  seke  for 
peace.  Yet  they  sent  againe  ambassadoure,  but  in  no  wise  they 
were  suffered  to  come  into  their  campe.  Then  the  priestes  cladde 
in  their  omamentefi,  and  other  diuine  furniture,  were  sent  humbly e 
to  make  petjcion  for  pence:  And  yet  they  coulde  not  perawade 
thcim.  Tlien  the  Romuine  dames  repayred  to  Veturia  the  mo- 
ther of  Coriolanus,  and  to  his  wyfe  Volumnia.  But  whether  the 
same  was  done  by  common  consent,  or  by  the  aduiso  of  the  femi- 
nine kind,  it  h  vncertaine.  It  was  appointed  that  Veturia,  being 
an  auncient  gentlewoman,  and  mother  of  Coriolanus  and  Volum- 
nia his  wife,  with  her  two  yonge  children,  should  rcpairc  to  the 
campe,  to  tlie  intent  that  they  by  Uicir  pitiful  lamentacion,  might 
defende  the  citie,  which  otherwise  by  force,  was  not  able  to  be  kept. 
At  their  arriuall,  Veturia  was  knnwen  by  oneofhersonncsfarailier 
frends,  standing  betwene  her  doughter  in  law,  and  her  two  neuies, 
who  caried  word  immediatlye  to  Coriolanu»,  how  his  mother,  his 
wife  and  children,  were  come  into  the  campe  to  spcake  with  him, 
Coriolanus  hearing  him  say  so,  descended  from  his  seate,  like  one 
not  wel  in  his  wits,  and  went  forth  to  embrace  his  mother.  The 
old  gentlewoman  from  supplications,  fell  Into  a  great  rage,  speak- 
inge  tliese  woordes.  **  Abide  a  while  before  I  do  rcceiue  tliy  era- 
braceraentes,  let  me  knowc  whether  I  am  comen  to  mine  enemie, 
or  to  my  sonne,  or  whether  I  am  a  prisoner  in  thy  campe,  or  thy 
mother.  Alacke  how  long  haue  I  prolonged  tliese  auncient  yearea, 
and  hoare  heares  most  vnhappie,  tliat  nowe  first  I  do  behold  thee 
an  exile,  and  then  view  thee  mine  enemie.  Canst  thou  finde  in 
thy  harte,  to  depopulate  and  destroy  this  thy  country,  wherin  thou 
wast  begotten  and  brought  vp  i  Could  not  thy  rage  and  furie  be 
appeased,  when  tliou  diddest  first  put  foote  into  the  limites  of  this 
thy  country  ?  Did  not  natural  zcale  pearce  thy  cruel  hart,  when 
thou  diddest  first  cast  thine  eyes  vpon  this  citie?  Is  not  the  house 
of  thy  mother,  and  her  domQsticall  goddes,  cohtoyned  within  the 
walles  of  yonder  citie?  Do  not  thy  sorowful  mother,  thy  deare  wifc 
and  children,  inhabite  within  thecompasse  of  yonder  citief  (O 
I,  cursed  creature !)  if  I  had  neuer  had  childe,  Rome  had  not  been 
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oow  atsatled.     If  I  had  neuer  brou^t  fwth  a  soone,  I   thoald 
bone  laied  mine  old  bones  and  ended  my    life  in  a  free  coantzie. 
Boi  I  conide  oeuer  haue  susteined,  or  sofired  more  miflcrie,  then  is 
novre  fallen  vnto  mee,  nor  neoer  more  di&honour,  then  lo  befaolde 
thee  in  pitifull  plight,  a  travtour  to  thy  natile  soile.     And  a&  1  am 
the  moftte  wretched  wight  of  all  mothen,  so  I  trust  1  sbal  not  ioog 
coDtinue  in  that  stiite.     If  thou  procede  in  this  enterprise,  either 
sodaine  deaths  or  perpetual!  shame  bee  thy  rewarde/'     When  his 
flDother  had  ended  these  woordes,  the  whole  traine  of  gentlew<v 
men,  brake  into  pitifull  teares :   bitterly  bewayling  the  state  of 
their  countrie,  whicbe  at  lengthe  did  mitigate  the  stomacke  u{  Co- 
riolaniu.    And  when  he  had  imbraced  his  wife  and  children,  hee 
diunisoed  them.    Then  bee  withdrewe  the  Volscian  campe  firoin 
the  citie^  and  out  of  the  Romaine  prouince.     Vpon  the  displeasure 
of  whiche  facte,  he  died.     It  is  Ba3-d  that  when  he  was  an  old 
man,  bee  vsed  many  times  to  speake  and  vtter  this  sen- 
tence.    "  That  veric  miserable  it  is,  for  an  ulde  man 
to    lice   in  banisbement."     The   Romains  dis- 
daigned   not  to  attribute  to  women,  their 
due  prayse:  for  in  memorieof  tliis  de- 
liuerie   of  their  countrie,  they 
erected  a  temple,  Fortunse 
Muliebri,  to  Womens 
Fortune. 
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*-"  THE  FIFTE  NOUELL. 

Appius  Chuftius^  one  of  the  tJeremuiri  of  Romey  gortk  about  to 
ranishf  Virginia  a  yotige  mayden,  nhtch  indeaotir  of  Appiui, 
when  htr father  Virginius  vnderstode  being  then  in  the  tearreSf  hee 
repaired  home  to  resnte  hix  daughter.  One  that  jras  betroitthed 
tnto  her,  clamed  her^  whereupon  rae  great  contention.  In  the 
ende  her  owne  father,  to  sane  the  shame  of  his  gtorke,  killed  her 
with  a  bocher's  knife,  and  nent  into  the  Forum,  crying  vengeance 
vpon  Apjdus.  Then  after  much  contention  and  rebellion^  the  rfc- 
cemuiri  were  deposed. 

SpvBtus  Posthumius  Albus,  Auliis  Manlius,  and  P.  Sulpitius  Ca- 
meriiius,  were  sent  ambassadours  to  Athencs,  and  commaunded  to 
wryie  out  the  noble  lawes  of  Solou,  and  to  leurne  the  institutions, 
orders,  and  Jawes  of  other  (ireeke  cities.  Vpon  whose  retourne, 
the  tribunes  were  verie  instant  that  at  length  lawes  might  be 
enacted  and  confirmed.  And  tor  that  purpose  certaine  ofhcers 
were  appointed,  called  Uccemuiri :  with  soueraigne  authoritie  and 
power  to  reduce  the  same  into  wryting,  wbiche  were  thought 
meete  and  profiiitble  tor  liie  common  wealth.  The  principall  and 
chiefe  of  which  nomber  was  Appius  Claudius,  who  committed  no 
lefise  filthy  facte,  then  was  done  by  Tarquinius,  for  the  rape  of  Lu- 
crece.  The  sayde  Appius  conceiued  a  libidinous  desire,  to  rauishe 
a  joog  virgine,  the  doughter  of  one  Lucius  V'irginius,  then  a  cap- 
tain in  the  warres  at  Algidum,  a  man  of  honest  and  sober  life, 
whose  wife  was  also  of  right  good  behauiour,  and  their  children 
accordingly  brought  vp,  and  inslructeil.  Tliey  liad  betrouthed 
their  doughter,  to  one  L.  Icilius  of  the  order  of  the  tribunes,  a 
man  of  great  etoutnesse  and  tried  valiance  in  the  cause  of  the 
people.  This  yong  muide  being  of  excellent  beautie,  Appius  at 
the  first  began  to  woe  by  giftes  and  faire  promises :  but  when  he 
sawe  that  she  was  impregnable,  he  deuised  by  wicked  and  crucll 
poUicie,  to  obteine  her,  coiiuniitiug  the  charge  of  that  enterprise 
to  one  of  his  frendes,  called  Marcus  Claudius,  who  went  about  to 
proue  and  maintaine,  that  the  maide  was  his  bondwomao,  and  in 
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no  wise  would  giae  libertie  to  her  frlendes  to  haue  time  to  answpre 
theprocc8»c  made  in  that  bebalfe,  thinking  by  that  meanes,  in  the 
abscBce  of  her  fetber,  bee  might  at  bis  pleasure  onioye  her.  As 
the  virgine  was  going  to  scliole  in  the  forum,  the  said  Claudius, 
the  minister  of  mischief,  layd  bander  vpon  her,  claimed  her  to  he 
bis  bondwoman,  for  that  she  was  borne  of  a  seruile  woman,  and 
commauoded  her  to  folow  him.  The  mayde  being  afraide  was  amaz- 
ed, and  the  nursse  that  waytctl  vpon  her,  cried  out.  Whereupon 
the  people  ran  out  of  their  doores,  to  knowe  the  cause  of  the  sturre. 
Claudius  seing  the  maide  like  to  be  rescued  by  the  multitude 
that  was  assembled,  said,  that  there  was  no  neede  of  thai  hurlie 
bm-lie,  for  that  he  attempted  nothing  by  force,  but  that  he  was  able 
to  proue  by  lawe.  A\  hereupon  he  cited  the  mayde  to  apjKTe,  her 
frendes  promised  thai  she  should  according  to  the  law  e,  make  her  aj>- 
perance.  Being  come  before  the  eonsistorie,  where  Appius  set  in 
iudgement,  Claudius  began  to  tell  a  tale  and  processe  of  the  cause, 
whereof  Appius  being  the  deuiser,  vnderstode  the  effect.  The 
tenor  of  the  tale  was,  that  the  maide  was  borne  in  bis  house,  and 
was  the  doughter  of  his  owne  bondwoman,  who  afterwardes  being 
stolen  awaye,  wa:icaned  to  the  house  of  Virginiu8,and  supposed  to 
be  his  childe,  which  tiling  he  said,  he  was  well  able  to  proue  and 
would  refcrre  the  iudgement  of  his  cause  to  Virginius  bim  selfe: 
vnto  whom  the  greater  part  of  his  iniuric  did  apertainc.  In  the 
meane  time,  he  sayde,  that  it  was  meete  the  maide  should  folowe 
her  maisier :  wherunto  the  aduocates  of  the  mayde  replied,  and 
said,  tliat  Virginius  was  absent  about  the  affaires  of  the  common- 
wealth, but  il'  he  were  aducrtised  of  the  matter,  they  knewe  wcl 
he  would  bee  at  home  within  twoo  dayes  after:  wherefore,  they 
sayd,  that  it  were  against  equitie  and  iuslice,  that  processe  and 
suite  should  bee  made  for  clayme  of  chyldren  in  the  absence  of 
tJie  parentes,  rc<]uiring  them  to  deferre  the  matter  tyll  the  retoume 
of  the  father.  Appius  not  regarding  the  iustice  of  the  case,  to 
the  intent  hee  myght  satisfie  his  owne  lusie  and  pleasure,  ordeyned 
in  the  meane  tymc,  that  Claudius  the  assenor  and  playiitifc, 
shoulde  haue  the  keping  and  placing  tlie  mayde,  till  the  father 
were  returned.  Against  whichc  wrong,  many  did  grudge,  although 
none  durst  withstand   it.     But  as  fortune  chaunced   immcdiady 
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order  was  so  prooounced :  PuMiui  Numito 
-le  by  her  mother's  side,  and  Icilius  her  be- 
Dmen  lioine :    vpon  whose  retoume.  incontinentlye 
nere  to  Appius,  and  being  put  backe  by  the 
,  out  a  loude  in  these  wordes  :  "  Thou  oughtest 
,  from  hence  (O  Appius)  with  a  sworde  that  tliou 
:  let,  en  icy  e  the  thing  thou  wouldest  Imue  kepte 
It  is  1  that  purpose  to  mary  ttiis  maide,  who  I 
bry  honest  and  chaste  :  wherefore  caJ  together  thy 
Ipause  tiie   roddes  and  axes,  to  be  made  prest  and 
jttre  thee,  the  spouse  of  IciUus  shall  not  remayne 
fs  bouse.     No!  although  tliou  hast  taken  away  from 
lople  Uieir  tribunes  aide  and  appcales,  whiche   be 
tea  and  holdes  of  their  common  libertie.     Is  autho- 
1^  libidinou&ly  to  abuse  our  wyues  and  children  f 
foeltie  beliinde  our  backes,  and  vppon  our  liues  if 
Ht  thou  doe  nut  contaminate  aiid  defile  the  vertue 
tbercunio  if  thou  inferre  any  damage  or  iuiurie,  I 
pic  parte^  and  for  the  loue  of  my  beloued,  crie  out 
kbe  Romaines  that  be  present,  and  Virginius  shall 
C  •ouldiours,  in  the  quarell  of  his  owne  doughter. 
^hcr,  will  implore  for  the  succour  of  goddes  and 
I  to  it,  that  thou  shalt  not  enioye  thy  purpose  be- 
|iBuc  lust  our  liues.    VMierefore  Appius  1  aduise 
in  time,  for  when  Virginius  doth  come,  bee  will 
efende  his  doughter,  and  will  knowe  in  what  con* 
ihcc  is  ordred,  if  shee  be  referred  to  the  seniitude 
td  for  my  part,  my  life  sliall  soncr  fayle  in  defend- 
ben  my  faithe  to  her  betrouthed."     Appius  per- 
tancie  of  Icilius,  and  that  the  people  was  in  a 
sturre,diflerrcd  the  cause  of  Virginia  til  the  next 
de»  hoped  by  that  time,  that  her  father  would  be 
ore  willi  alJ   expedition  they  addresse<l  messen- 
he  campe,  bicause  the  saufgarde  of  his  doughter 
presence.     In   the  meane  time  the  assertor  re- 
t  offering  lo  put  in  baile;  the  like  offer  made  Ici- 
D  contriue  and  spende  the  time,  till  the  ariualj  of 


u 


AFPItrs   CLAUDICS 


Virginius.     The  multitude  of  their  owne  accordes,  helde  vp  their 

hands  promising  to  become  suretie  for  Icilius,  vnto  whome  hee 

gauc  thaukes,  weping  for  ioye,  to  &e  their  kiiide  behauiour,  and 

said  :  "  I  thanke  you  mostc  hartely  my  heloued  frendcs,  lo  morowe 

I  wil  vse  your  freadly   offer,  but  at  this  present   I  haue  sureties 

sufficient."    Whereupon  Virginia  was  bailed.    Then  Appitu  re^ 

paired  home,  and  wrote  to  his  frendea  in  the  campe,  that  in  no 

wyse  they  should  giue  Virginius  leaue  to  come  to  Rome,  whiche 

vngracious  deuise  came  to  late,  and  tooke  none  effecie.  Whereupon 

Virginius  reiourned  home,  and  in  poore  and  vile  apparell,  repaired 

to  the  Forum,  after  whom  followed  a  great  nomber  of  matrones 

and  aduocates.    Then  he  began  to  require  theui  all  of  succour 

and  avde,  alledging  that  lie  was  a  souldiour,  and  one  that  adueO' 

lured  him  selfe  for  the  saufegarde  and  defence  of  them  al :  with 

such  like  perswasions  to  the  multitude.     Scmblable  wordes  were 

vttcred  by  Icilius.    All  which  doinges  being  viewed  and  marked 

by  AppiuSp  in  a  greate  furie  he  ascended  the  consisturle.     ThenM. 

Claudius  the  plaiutife  began  to  renewe  his  sute :  and  before  the 

father  of  the  may  den   could  moke  answere  to  that  pica,  Appius 

gaue  sentence  tliat  tlie  mayde  v,'q&  bonde:   wliich  sentence  semed 

50  cruelly  afi  it  ap|>alled  the  whole  multitude.    And  as  Claudius 

was  laying  handes  vppoii  the  virgine,  Virginius  stepped  to  Appius, 

and  said :  **  1  hauc  betrouthed  my  duughter  to  Icilius,  and  not  to 

thee  Appius.     My  care  in  tiie  bringing  of  her  vp,  was  to  marrie 

her,  and   not  to  suffer  lier  to    be  violated  and   deftoured.     It  is 

your  mancr,  tike  sauage  and  cruell  beustes,  indiffercntlye  thus  to 

vse  your  tleshly  affcirtions :  I   can   not  tell  whether  the  multitude 

here  present  will  supporle  this  enonnitie,  but  I  am  sure  the  armed 

ftouldiours,  and  men  of  warre,  will  not  suffer  it."     Marcus  Claudius 

being  repulsed  by  the  women,  and  aduocates  that  were  present, 

silence  was  procluymed  by  the  trumpet.     Then  Appius  began  to 

declare  how  he  vnderstoode,  that  all  the  night   before,  cerlaine 

companies  were  assembletl  within  the  citie,  to  excite  and  moue 

sedicioii,  for  whiche  cause  hec  came  with  armed  men,  not  to  hurte 

any  tliat  was  cjuiet,  but  according  to  the  authoritie  of  his  office  to 

bridle  and  represse  those,  that  were  troublers  of  the  publique  state. 

"  Wherefore  goe  seargeant  (quod  he)  make  roume  emonges  the 
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multittifJc, that  the  maister  may  enioye  his  seraante."  Wliich  wordes 
he  thundered  out  with  great  furie,  and  therewitliall  the  muitiiude 
gaue  place,  leaning  the  poore  Puselle  to  be  a  praye  to  the  cnnemy. 
Her  father  seeing  that  hee  was  voyde  of  succoure  and  heipe,  to 
defende  the  innocencie  of  his  doughter,  spake  to  Appius  in   this 
floric :  "  1  6rsie  doe  beseche  thee  Appius,  if  I  haue  vsed  any  vn- 
reasonable  wuordes  against  thee,  to  pardone  mee,  and  to  impute  the 
same  to  the  fatlier's  griefe  and  sorowe :  suffer  mee  I  praye  tliee,  to 
examine  the  noursse,  in  the  presence  of  the  wencbe,  of  the  whole 
circumstance  of  this  matter,  to  the  intent  that  if  I  be  but  a  sup- 
ptwed  fatlier,  I  maye  departe  hence  with  quiet  conscience  satisfied 
and  contented."  Virginiusliauing  licence  to  talke  with  his  doughter 
and  noursse,  departed  a  side  into  a  place  called  Cloacina,  where 
the  shoppes   be,  nowe  called   Tabemte  Noua,  and   plucking   a 
sharpe  knife  from  a  bocher  that  stode  by,  he  thrust  the  same  to  the 
bane  of  his  doughter,  sayinge :  "  By  this  onely  meanes  (doughter) 
lean  make  thee  free  :"  And  looking againe  to  the  iudgementseate, 
he  said :  "  Thia  bloud  Appius  I  consecrate  and  bestowe  vpon  thee." 
Whiche  done,  with  his  sworde  he  made  wsyc,  to  passe  through 
the   thronge  to  conucighe  him  selfe  out    of    the  citie.      Then 
Icilius   and  >dumitorius   tooke  Vp   the  dead  bodie,   and  shewed 
it  to  the  people,  who  cryed  out  vpon  the  wickednesse  of  Appius, 
bewayJing  the  vnhappie  beauiieof  that  fayrc  maiden,  and  deplored 
the  necessitie  of  the  father.     The  women  exclaimed   in   lamenta- 
ble wysc,  saying :  "  Is  this  the  condicion  and   state   of  tliem  tliat 
bring  foorih  children .'"  Be  these  the  rewardes  of  chaslitie  r"  With 
snche  like  pitifuU  cries,  as  women  are  wonte  to  make  vpon  suche 
heuuie  and  dolorous  cuentes.   Virginius  being  arriued  in  the  ciunpe, 
whicho  then  was  at  the  mount  Vieelius,  with  a   traine  of  fower 
hundred  persones,  that  fled   out  of  the  citie,  shewed  to  the  soul- 
diours  the  bloudie  knife,  that  kilK'd  his  doughter,  whiche  sighte 
astonied  the  whole  campe  :  in  so  muchc  us  euery  man  demaund- 
ed,  what  was  the  cause  of  that  sodain  chaunce.     Virginius  could 
not   speake  for  teares,  but  at  length  he  disclosed  vnto  them,  the 
effecte  of  the  whole  uiuttrr,  und  holding  vp  hi»  handes  towardes 
the  heaaens,  sayd :   "  1  beseche  you  (dcare  companions)  do  not 
impute  the  wickednesse  of  Appius  Claudius  vpon  mee,  ne  yet 
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thai  I  am  a  paricide  and  murderer  of  jnine  own  children  :  the  life 
of  mv  dear  doughter  Iwid  bone  more  acceptable  to  me  then  mine 
owne  Ufe,if  aobe  shcc  might  baue  continued  a  free  woman,  and  an 
honest  virgine.  But  when  I  sawe  she  was  ledde  to  the  rape  Jike  a 
bondwomani  I  conaidered,  that  better  it  wer  her  life  to  be  loste, 
then  sufTered  to  line  in  shame :  wherefore  my  natural!  piiie  was 
conuerted  to  a  kynde  of  crueltie.  And  for  myne  owne  parte,  I 
doe  not  passe  to  lyue  long  after  her,  if  I  Uioughi  I  should  not  haue 
your  helpe  and  succour  to  reuenge  her  death.  Consider  that  your 
selues  haue  doughterSf  sisters,  and  wyues,  thinke  not  therefore, 
that  the  ileshlye  desire  of  Appius  is  satisfied  with  tlie  death  of  my 
doughter.  And  the  longer  that  he  doth  continue  in  this  secuxitie, 
the  more  vnbrideled  is  his  appetite.  Let  tlte  caJamitie  of  an  other 
be  a  suthcient  document  for  you,  to  beware  like  iniuries.  My 
wife  is  dead,  by  naturall  fate  and  constellation,  and  bicause  my 
doughter  could  conlinewe  no  longer  in  honeste  and  chaste  life, 
death  is  befallen  vato  her ;  whiche  although  it  be  miserable^  yet 
the  same  is  honourable.  There  is  nowe  no  place  in  my  house  for 
Appius  to  satisfie  his  fillhie  luste :  and  I  will  fayle  of  my  purpose, 
if  I  do  nut  reuenge  the  death  of  m^^  doughter  with  so  good  will 
vpon  his  flealie,  as  I  did  discharge  the  dishonour  and  seruitude 
of  her  from  his  violent  and  cruel!  handcs."  This  succlaraatiou 
and  pitifuU  complainte,  so  stirred  the  multitude,  that  they  promis- 
ed all  to  helpe  and  relieue  his  sorowe.  Whereupon,  the  whole 
campe  were  in  a  mutine  and  marched  in  order  of  battayle  to  the 
mounte  Auentine,  where  Virginius  perswaded  the  souldiours,  to 
chose  ten  principall  captaines,  to  bee  head  and  chiefe  of  that  en- 
terprise :  whiche  witli  honourable  titles  of  the  field,  should  be 
called  Tribuni.  And  Virginius  him  selfo  being  elected  die  chiefe 
Tribune,  sayde  tliese  wordes  to  the  souldiours :  "  1  praye  you  re- 
serue  dm  estimation,  whiche  you  cooceiue  of  me,  vntill  some  bet- 
ter tyme  and  upter  occusionr  as  well  for  your  commoditie,  as  for 
my  seJle.  The  death  of  my  doughtex,  will  suffer  no  honour  to  bee 
pleasaunt  or  welcome  to  me,  duringe  my  life.  Moreouer  in  this 
troubled  state  of  the  common  wealth,  it  is  not  meete  for  them  to 
be  your  gouernours,  tliat  be  subiect  and  occurrant  to  enuie  and  re- 
proch,  if  my  seruice  shall  bee  profitable  vnto  you  when  you  haue 
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thas  created  rac  a  tribune,  it  shaJl  be  no  lesse  commodious  if  I 
doe  still  remaiiie  a   priuate  man,"     A\'ben  he  had   spoken   those 
wordes,  they  chose  lenne  tribunes.     And  like  as  the  oampe  at  the 
mounte  Autniine,  was  prouuked  and  stirrvd  to  this  sedition^  eucQ 
so  by  meanes  of  Icilius  and   Numiiorius  before  remenibred,  the 
armie  then  beinge  against  the  Sabines  began  to  reaohe  and  made 
the  like  noinbrt  of  Tribunes,  which  in  array  of  battaile,  marched 
through  the  citic,  at  the  gate  Colina,  with  banner  displaied,  to 
ioyne  with  the  campe  vpon  the  mount  Auentinc.    And  when  both 
the   campes  were  nssemblrd»  they  chose   out  two   amonges  the 
twenty  mbuues,  to  be  their  generaJles,caIle<l  M.  Opius  and  Sextus 
Manilius.     The  senate,  careful  and   pensife  for  these  cuentes,  eftr 
sons  assembled,  but  no  certaine  determination  was  agreed  vpon. 
At  length  they  concluded,  that  Valerius  and  Horatius,  should  bee 
sent  to  the  mount  Auentiue  to    perswadc  the  people,  but  they 
vtterlye  refused  the  message,  vnlesse  the  docemuiri  were  first  de- 
posed.    Tlie  dccemuiri   made  aunswere,  that  they  would  not  geue 
juer  their  authoritie,  til  such  time  as  those  lawes  were  ratified, 
fijrhich  were  trcatetl  vptm,  before  thry  wer  electeti  to  that  ottice. 
'Of  all  these  contentions  the  people  was  aduertised  by  M.  Duitlius 
their  tribune.     And  when  both  their  armies  were  ioyned  at  the 
[mount  Aucntine,  aforesayd,    ai  the  multitude  of  the  citie,  men, 
Women,  and  children,  repaired  thither  in   sorte,   that   Uome  was 
plike  a  forlume  and  abandoned  place.    The  fathers  seing  tlie  citie 
flhus  relimiuished.  Homtius  and  VBlerius,  widi  diuers  of  the  fathers, 
exctamed  in   this  wise.     "  \\  hat  do  ye  expect  and  looke  for,  ye 
fathers  conscript?  Will  ye  sufler  a]  thinges  to  ruone  to  extreame 
JTuine  and  decay  r  Shall  the  decemuiri  still  persisie  in   their  siub- 
>ume  and  froward  deierminacions  ?  What  maner  of  gouemement 
is  this  (O  ye  decemuiri)  that  ye  thus  lay  holde  vpon  and  enioye  ? 
Will  ye  pronounce  and  make  lawes  within  your  owne  houses,  and 
''the  limites  of  the  same  f  Is  it  not  a  shame  to  se  in  tlie  Forum  a 
greater  nomber  of  your  caichpolles  and  sergeantes,  then  of  other 
L«ohor  and  wise  citizens  ?  But  h  hat  will  ye  doe,  if  the  enemie  vpon 
'the  sodaine,  dothe  approche  the  wallea  i  What  will  3'e  do  if  the 
people  vndersiandiug  that  we  care  not  for  their  departure,  do  in 
armcs  ossailc  vsi  Will  ye  fioisbe  3'our  gouemement,  with  die 
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ouerthrowe  of  the  ciiie  :  But  eiihcr  wee  must  expell  and  abandon 
the  people,  or  eU  wee  must  admitte  the  tribunes.  We  shall  soaer 
wantc  our  fathers  and  senatours,  then  they  ilieir  plebeian  officers. 
They  bereued  and  toke  awaye  from  vs  tlie  fathers  a  newe  kiudc  of 
authoritie,  which  was  neuCr  senc  before,  who  now  feeling  the 
sweetnesse  thereof,  will  neuer  geue  it  ouer.  For  we  can  not  ao 
well  temper  our  aulhorilie  and  gouemeraent,  an  they  be  able  to 
Beke  helpe  and  succour."  Thedecemuiri  pcrceiuing  that  they  were 
hated,  so  well  of  the  senate,  as  of  the  people,  submitted  them- 
selues.  And  thenipon  Valerius  and  Horatius  were  sent  to  the 
campe,  to  reuoke  the  people  v|K(n  sucbc  conditions  as  they  thought 
mostc  mecie.  Then  the  dcccmuirl  were  commaundcd,  to  take 
hecde  of  the  peoples  furie.  So  sone  as  the  commissioners  were 
come  to  the  campe,  they  were  received  with  great  ioye  and  glad- 
ncsse  of  the  people,  because  they  were  the  beginners  of  that  stuire, 
and  supposed  that  they  would  make  an  cnde  of  the  commocioD, 
for  whiche  cause  they  rendred  to  tliera  their  humble  thankes. 
Then  Icilius  was  appointed  to  speake  for  the  people,  who  nxjuired 
to  haue  the  authoritie  of  the  tribunes  restored,  and  tlieir  appeale 
renewed,  with  restitution  of  tiiose  lawes,  which  before  the  erection 
of  the  decemuiri,  were  ratified  and  confinned.  They  demaunded 
also  an  impunitie  and  free  pardon  to  those  that  firste  encouraged 
and  incited  the  souldiers  to  that  enterprise,  and  the  restoring  of 
their  liberties.  Tliey  required  to  haue  their  enemies  the  decemuiri, 
to  be  deliuered  into  their  handes-  Whom  they  threatened  to  put 
Id  death  by  fire.  Whcreunto  the  commissioners  aunswered  in  this 
wise;  "  Yourrequestes  bee  so  reasonable,  that  Uiey  ought  willingly 
to  be  graunted.  All  which  ye  desire  to  obtaine,  as  a  defence  and 
comfort  for  your  libertie,  and  not  to  persecute  and  infeste  others. 
Your  furie  and  anger  ought  rather  to  be  pardoned,  then  permitted 
or  graunted.  Yee  beare  a  face  and  seeme  to  detest  and  hate  seue- 
ritie,  and  ye  your  selues  incurre,  and  nmne  headlong  into  all  kiude 
of  crueltie :  and  before  ye  be  made  free  your  selues,  ye  desire  to 
bee  lordes  ouer  your  aducrsorics.  Shall  our  citie  neuer  bee  voide 
of  tortures  and  oppressions:  sometime  of  the  fathers  towardcs  the 
people,  sometime  of  the  people  towardes  the  fathers :  you  had  more 
neede  of  a  shilde  to  dcfende  you,  then  of  a  sworde  to  6ght.    That 
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man  is  of  a  base  state  and  courage  we  suppose,  that  tiueth  in  a 
citie  and  beareth  him  self  so  vpright,  as  neither  he  iiifcrreth  io- 
iiiric  to  others,  neyet  suffereth  wrong  him  sclfe.  If  ye  shew  your 
seluesso  terrible,  tlien  it  is  to  be  supposed,  Uiat  after  ye  haiie  re- 
cooered  your  lawes  and  magistrates,  and  be  placed  again  in  your 
former  authoritie  and  preeminence :  ye  will  also  ordeine  and  ap- 
pointe  lawes  ouer  vs,  that  shall  conccrne  our  Hues  and  goo<les,  and 
euery  other  light  matter.  But  for  this  present  I  would  wishc  youj 
rto  be  contented  with  your  former  freedomc."  After  ihc  commis- 
sioners had  willed  thcim  to  consulie  vppon  some  determinate 
aunswere,  they  retoumed  to  Rome,  to  make  reporte  to  the  senate, 
of  the  peoples  requestes.  Tlie  deccmuiri  perceiuing,  that  con- 
trarie  to  their  expectation,  no  likelihode  was  of  any  persecution, 
to  be  done  vpou  them,  condescended  to  those  dcmaundes.  Ap- 
pius  being  a  man  of  nature  crueU  and  malicious,  measuring  the 
malice  of  others,  by  his  owne  maligne  disposition,  spake  these 
woordes:  "  I  am  not  ignorauute  what  fortune  is  nowe  imminente: 
for  [  do  plainely  see  that  whiles  weapons  be  deliuered  to  our  ad- 
aersaries,  the  combate  is  deferred  against  vs  :  with  blonde,  enuie 
muste  be  rewarded.  I  will  not  any  longer  delaie  the  lime,  but  de- 
priue  my  selfe  of  the  decemuirate."  When  the  senate  was  aduer- 
I  tised  by  the  commissioners,  Valerius  and  Horatius,  of  tlie  peoples 
launswcre,  they  decreed  that  the  decemuiri  should  be  deposed, 
and  that  Q.  Purius  the  chief  bishop,  should  create  that  plebeian 
tribunes.  Whcrin  also  was  enacted,  that  the  departure  of  the 
people,  and  mutine  of  the  souldiours  should  be  pardoned. 

When  these  lawcs  were  renewed,  the  deccmuiri  went  foorth, 
and  openly  in  the  assemblie  deposed  them  selues,  to  the  great 
ioye  and  comforte  of  them  all.  All  whiche  being  reported  to  the 
people:  both  the  souldiours,  and  the  rest  of  the  multitude,  were 
somoned  to  appeare  before  the  commisioners,  unto  whom  they 
spake  these  wordes.  *'  We  now  besecli  you  al,  to  retoume  into 
yourcounlrie,  toyourdomesticallgoddes,  your  wiues,  and  cliildren, 
which  we  truste  shal  be  right  good,  happic  and  profitable  vnto 
you,  and  to  the  common  wealth.  But  your  modcstie  and  sober  be- 
bauiour,  for  that  no  mans  grounde  is  violated  and  destroyed,  con- 
sidering many  tliinges,  could  not  suffice  tlte  hugenc^se  of  this 
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xnultllude,  that  part  of  modestie,  1  saye,  cary  with  you  into  the 
citie,  to  your  inimortall  fame  and  glorie.  Get  ye  therforr  to  the 
mounte  Auentiiie,  from  whence  ye  departed^  where,  as  in  a  place 
moste  happieye  renewed  the  fouiidai-ions  of  your  auncieut  Ubertie, 
and  tiiere  yee  shall  create  your  tribunes :  the  chiefe  bishop  ahal 
be  present,  to  kepe  tlie  comitialle«."  Then  the  Itoniuine  people 
made  Auhis  Virginiuti,  Lucius  Icilius,  and  P.  Numitorius  ihe  tri- 
bunes, who  with  their  ossistantes,  first  aduaunced  and  confinned 
the  ni>ertie  of  the  |>eople.  Afterward  Virginius  was  appointed  to 
be  the  accuser,  and  Appius  chosen  to  be  the  defendant.  At  the 
day  appointed,  Appius  resorted  to  the  Torum,  with  a  great  com- 
punie  of  yong  gentlemen,  of  the  patricial  order,  where  Virginias 
began  to  renewe  the  cruel  and  abhominable  facte,  which  Appius 
committed  in  the  time  of  hi»  authoritie,  and  said  :  "  Oration  was 
first  deuised  and  found  out,  for  ambiguous  and  doubtful]  causes: 
therefore  I  wiiJ  neither  consume  time,  in  accusing  him  before  you, 
from  whose  crueltie,  ye  hauc  by  force  defended  your  selues,  nor 
yet  I  wyll  suffer  hym  to  coyne  to  his  former  wickednesse,  any  im- 
pudentc  aunswere  for  his  defence.  Wherefore  Appius,  all  those 
thvngcs  whiche  wyckedlye  and  cruellye  one  vpon  an  other,  thou 
haste  done  these  twoo  yearea  past,  1  doe  freely  forgeue  thee :  but 
if  thou  canst  not  purge  thysclfe  of  diis  one  thing,  that  against  the 
order  and  forme  of  lawe  (thou  thy  selfe  being  judge)  woutdest  not 
suffer  tlie  freman,  to  enioye  tJie  bcnefite  of  his  freedome,  during 
the  processe  made  of  seruitude,  I  will  presently  commaunde  the 
to  prysun/'  Appius  Claudius  being  nowe  a  prysoner,  and  per- 
ceiuing  that  the  iust  complaintcs  of  Virginius  did  vehemently 
incite  the  people  to  rage  and  furie,  and  that  the  peticions  and 
prayers  of  his  frendes  in  no  wise  could  molliHe  their  hartes,  he 
began  to  conceiue  a  desperation,  and  within  a  whyle  after  slewe 
him  selfe.  Spurius  Oppius,  also  an  other  of  the  decemuiri,  was 
immediatly  sent  to  prison,  who  before  the  daye  of  his  iudgement 
died.  The  rcsie  also  of  that  order  fled  into  exile,  whose  goodi 
were  confiscate.  M.  Claudius  also  the  asserlor  was  condempncd  ; 
howbeit  V  irginius  was  contented  he  should  be  banished  the  citie, 
and  then  he  fled  to  Tybur.  Thus  vpon  the  filthie  affection  of 
one  noble  man,  issued  paricide,  murder>  rebeUion,  hauedj  depriu- 
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ing  of  magistrates,  and  great  mischiefes  succedinge  one  in  an 

others  necke ;  whereupon  the  noble  and  victorious  citie,  was  lyke 

to  be  a  praye  to  foiren  nations.    A  goodlie  document  to  men  of  like 

calling,  to  moderate  them  selues,  and   their  magisterie  with 

good   and  honest  life,  thereby    to    giae  in-' 

cooragement    of    vertue,    to    their    vas- . 

salles  and    inferiours:    who  for  the 

most  parte  doe  imitate  and  fol- 

lowe  the  lines  and  conuersa- 

don   of   their   su- 

perionrs. 
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THE  SIXTH  NOUELL. 

CafidauUs  khig  of  Lidia,  shewing  the  secretes  of  hh  ttyues  btautie  to 
OygeSf  one  oj  hisguanie:  was  by  counsaiie  of  his  wife,  slaine  by 
the  said  Gt/gesj  and  depriued  of  hi%  kingdome. 

Of  all  follies  wherewith  vajme  men  be  affected,  the  follie  of  immo- 
derate louc  is  moste  to  bee  detested.  For  that  husband,  which  is 
beautified  with  a  comely  and  honest  wife,  whose  rare  excellcncie 
doth  surpasse  other,  aswcl  in  Uneamcnts,proporcion,  and  feature 
of  bodie,  as  with  inwardc  qualities  of  minde :  if  he  can  not  retaine 
in  the  secrecie  and  silence  of  his  breast,  that  excelling  gifte  and 
benefite,  is  worthy  to  be  inaugured  with  a  laurel  crown  of  follie. 
Beautie  eche  man  kuowcth,  is  one  of  natures  omamentes,  by  her 
wisedome  ordcined,  not  to  enter  in  triumphe,  as  victours  vsc  vpoa 
gainc  of  victorie,  with  brauerie  to  ostentate  their  glorie,  by  sound 
of  shatme  and  dromme,  but  thankcfully  for  the  same,  to  proclaime 
the  due  praise  to  the  authour  of  nature.  For  there  is  nothing  more 
fraile  and  Ihding,  then  the  luring  lookes  of  dame  beauties  eies, 
altogether  like  the  6aring  marigold  floure,  whicli  in  the  moste 
lenient  lieate  of  the  sommers  day,  doth  appeare  most  glorioaB, 
and  upon  retire  of  the  nights  ahadowe,  appeareth  as  though  it 
hod  neuer  bene  tlie  same.  And  thcrfore  he  that  conceiueth^ 
reioyce  in  her  vncertayne  state,  is  like  to  him  that  in  his  slom- 
bring  dreame,  doth  imagine  he  hath  founde  a  pcrelesse  iewell,  of 
price  inestimable,  beset  with  theglistring  diamonde:  and  perfectly 
awaked,  knowetU  be  hath  none  such.  If  God  hath  indued  a  man 
with  a  wife  that  is  beautiful!  and  honest,  hee  is  furnished  with 
double  plcitsure;  such,  as  rather  thankes  to  him,  then  vain  osten- 
tation is  to  be  remembrcd:  otherwise,  he  doaleth,  either  in  jelosie 
or  openeth  pruude  vauntes  therof,  to  suche  as  he  thinketli  to  be 
his  most  assured  frendes.  What  ioye  the  sequele  therof  doth 
bring,  let  the  historic  insuing  reporte. 

Cundaules  king  of  Lydia,  had  a  marueilous  beautifull  gentle- 
woman to  his  queerie  and  wife,  whome  hee  loued  very  dearlye, 
and  for  ttiat  great  loue  whiche  he  bare  her,  thought  her  the  fay- 
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rest  creature  of  the  wnrlde.  Being  in  tliis  louing  concept,  hee 
extolled  the  prayse  of  hia  wife,  to  one  of  his  guarde  called  Gyges, 
the  Bonae  of  Dascjlus  (whom  he  loued  aboue  all  the  reste  of  hit 
housholde,  and  vsed  his  connsayle^  iu  all  his  weightie  causes) 
within  a  whyle  after  he  sayde  vnto  Gygea  these  woordcs.  *'  It 
semeih  >'nto  mee  Gyges,  that  thou  doest  not  greatlye  belciie  the 
woordes  whiche  1  speake  vnto  thee,  of  the  bcautie  of  my  wyfe, 
but  because  eyes  bee  better  witiies&es  of  thinges  then  earca,  thou 
slialt  see  her  naked."  With  these  woordes  Gyges  being  lunuzed 
cried  out,  saying :  "  Vi  hat  woordes  he  these  (sir  king)  me  thynke 
you  are  not  well  aduised,  to  require  mee  to  viewe  and  beholde  the 
lady  my  maistres  iu  tliat  sorte  i  For  a  woman  seenc  naked,  doth 
witli  her  clothes,  put  of  also  her  chastitie.  In  oide  tymc  honest 
thinges  were  deuised  for  mannes  instruction,  emonges  which  was 
\*sed  this  one  ihyng.  That  euery  man  ought  to  beholde,  the 
thinges  that  were  his  owne.  But  sir,  I  do  beleue  assuredly  that 
she  is  the  fairest  woman  in  tlie  world,  wherforc  desire  me  not  to 
thynges  that  bee  vnlawefull.'*  In  iliissorte  Gyges  replied,  and  yet 
feared  lest  some  daunger  might  happen  vnto  hyui.  AV^home 
Candaules  encouraged,  saying :  "  Bee  of  good  chere,  and  be  not 
afrayde,  that  either  I  or  my  wyfc,  goc  about  to  deceiue  thee,  or 
that  thou  shalt  incurre  anyc  daunger.  Tor  I  wyll  take  vpon  me  so 
to  vse  the  matter,  as  she  by  no  meanes  shall  knowe  that  tliou  haste 
scene  her.  I  wyll  place  theebehynde  the  portail  of  our  cliamber. 
When  1  goe  to  bedde,  my  wyfc  commonly  doth  followe.  And 
she  being  in  the  chamber,  a  ehayre  is  setle  rcadye,  vppon  whiche 
shce  layeth  her  clothes,  as  sht-e  putteth  tht-ni  of.  Whiche  done 
shec  sheweih  her  selfe  a  good  tyme  nuked:  and  wlien  she  ryseth 
from  her  ehayre  to  goe  to  bedde,  her  backe  beyng  lowardc  thee, 
thou  mayest  easilye  conueyghe  thy  selfe  out  again,  but  in  any 
wyse  take  heede,  she  doe  not  see  thee,  as  tliou  goest  out.  \Miere- 
unto  I  praye  thee,  to  haue  a  sjM:ciall  regarde."  Gyges  seyng  that 
by  no  meancsj  hee  couldc  auoyde  tlie  vayne  requeste  of  the  king, 
was  readie  at  the  tyme  appoynied.  Candaules  about  the  howre 
of  bedde  tyme,  went  into  the  chamber,  atsd  conueighed  Gyges 
into  the  same,  and  after  the  kyng  the  queene  followelli,  whome 
Gyges  bebcldc  at  her  going  in,  and  at  the  putting  of  her  clothes 
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Whm  hrr  bock  was  toirarde«  him,  (ttt  be  was  going  out)  she  per- 
ceiucd  him.  Tlie  qae«De  Tndersunding  b^  her  hasbande,  the 
circDOiitance  of  the  facie,  ae^rtber  for  »haiDe  did  crie  out,  ne  yet 
made  cauntennunce  ai  though  shee  had  seen  Gyges;  but  in  hpr 
mtnde  purposed,  to  reuenge  her  busbande*  foUie.  For  emonges 
the  Lydians  (as  for  the  most  part,  with  all  other  nations)  it  is 
ooumptfd  a  great  shame,  to  see  a  naked  man.  The  gentlewoman 
coanterfaited  her  grief,  and  kepte  silence.  In  the  morning  when 
fthe  was  redie,  by  snch  of  her  seraaonts,  whome  she  beste  trusted, 
»hee  sent  for  Gyges,  who  thought  that  shee  had  knowen  nothing 
of  that  wbiche  chaunccd.  Being  come  before  her  presence;  she 
sayde  vnto  hym,  **  Gyges  I  oflfer  vnto  thee  nowe  twoo  cooditionsy 
take  whether  thou  wylte.  For  rythcr  thou  must  kill  Candaules, 
and  take  mc  to  thy  wyfe,  and  the  kyngdome  also,  or  els  thou  must 
dye  thy  sclfe,  that  thou  maiest  vuderstande,  how  in  all  thynges 
not  meete  to  be  knuweu,  it  is  not  necessank'e  to  obeye  Candaules. 
For  eyther  hee  rauste  needes  dye,  whiche  gaue  tliee  that  coun- 
sayle,  or  tliy  selfe,  which  diddest  see  me  naked,  and  thereby  com- 
mitted a  thing  viilawfuli."  Wliiche  words  for  a  while,  did  won- 
derfully anutso  Gyges,  then  he  besought  tlie  cjueene  tliat  she 
woulde  pardon  him  from  that  vnlawfiill  choise.  When  he  savr 
that  he  coulde  not  perswade  her;  he  required  her  to  shewe  hjm 
by  what  ineanes  lie  might  attempt  tliai  enterprise.  "  Marie 
(quoth  slic)  euen  in  that  place  where  thou  sawest  me  naked,  when 
he  is  a  sleope  thou  shalt  commit  that  facte."  After  they  had 
deuisod  the  treason,  night  approchcd.  And  Gyges  with  stoute 
courage,  bent  himsetfe  thereunto,  for  he  saw  no  remedye,  but  that 
Uf  iriiist  kill,  4rtr  els  be  killed.  Wherefore  with  a  dagger  which 
the  (|urrnp  deliucred  him,  he  killed  Candaules,  when  tie  was  a 
»lcq»e;  imd  so  gotte  from  him  both  his  wife  and  kingdume.  A 
goodly  example  to  declare,  thai  the  secrets  of  marriage,  ought  not 
lo  be  dincloBwl:  lail  with  rcuerence  to  be  coucrcd,  lest  God  do 
plague  Hurh  oHences  witli  death  or  other  shame,  to  manifest 
to  the  world,  howc  dearrly  hee  estcemelh 
tluit  huuouruUe  state. 


OF  KING  CRSSUS  AND  THE  WYSB   MAN   SOLON. 
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THESEUENTH  NOUELL. 

Xirt^  Crasus  of  Lydia  reasondh  nith  the  tiyseman  Solon,  of  the 
happielije  of  man.  Who  littU  esteeming  his  good  aduise,  tnder- 
stoode  before  his  death,  that  no  matt  (but  by  vertue)  can  in  this  fife 
attaine  felicitit. 

A  NOBLE  gentleman  of  Athens  called  Solon,  by  tfa^  appointement 
of  the  Athenians,  made  lawes  for  that  citio,  and  because  none  of 
tlie  same  lawes  shoulde  be  abrogated,  for  the  space  of  tenne  yearcs, 
hee  boiinde  the  citizens  by  othe.  Aiid  that  the  same  mighte  the 
better  be  obserued;  he  hiniselfe  traueyled  into  farre  countries,  as 
into  Egipt  to  visite  Icing  Hamasis,  and  so  to  Sardia  to  kinge 
Cnesus,  where  he  was  liberailie  intertayned.  This  Craesus  was 
king  of  Lydia,  sonne  of  Ilaliattes,  lliat  brought  to  subiection  great 
countries  in  Asia  and  Graecia,  and  gathered  togetlier  an  innume- 
rable  masse  of  moneye  and  riches.  Who  three  or  foure  dayes 
after  the  arriuall  of  Solon  (which  was  led  abouie  by  his  sernauntes, 
to  viewe  his  notable  wealth  and  substaunce)  said  vnto  Solon  these 
wordes.  "  My  frende  of  Athens,  because  thy  famous  wysedorae 
is  well  knowen  to  the  worlde,  mid  I  Imue  heard  tell  of  the  excel- 
lencie  iherof,  and  of  the  grealnes  of  thy  trauaile,  where  thou 
bast  attaigned  to  the  singnler  knowledge  of  philosophic;  1  desire 
to  leame  of  thee  (now  hauing  scene  my  great  treasures)  who  is  tlie 
happiest  man  and  most  blessed,  that  thou  knowest  in  this  world." 
Thinking  he  would  haue  iudgcd  him  to  be  the  same.  But  Solon 
made  aunswere,  that,  "  Tellus  was  the  happiest;  who  was  an 
Aihenien,  and  had  vertuous  and  honest  sonnes,  and  they  likewise 
had  honest  children,  all  which  were  that  time  liuing.  And  when 
by  the  space  of  many  yeares  he  had  lodde  a  vertuous  and  godly 
life,  he  died  an  honourable  death  in  the  warres  which  the  Atlie- 
nians  had  with  theyr  neighbours,  at  the  battaile  of  Eleusiua^ 
wber  he  was  indued  with  sumptuous  funerals,  to  his  great  honour 
and  prayae."  Then  Crtcsus  asked  him:  "  Who  was  happic  next 
Tellus;"  thinking  hee  would  haue  attributed  to  him  the  second 
place.    "  Forsotfa  (quoth  he)  that  is  Cleobis  and  Bito,  which  were 
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Argiiies,  and  liucd  a  contented  life.  And  in  all  pastimes  to  proue 
force  and  maisterie,  they  bare  away  the  prise  and  victorie.  And 
of  them  these  thinges  be  remembred;  when  tlie  feastfull  day  of 
luppiterwas  celebrated  amonges  the  Argiues;  their  mother  should 
be  caried  to  the  temple  in  a  chariot,  draweo  with  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
which  were  not  come  out  of  the  countrie  at  the  appointed  time. 
The  yongc  men  seinge  that  the  hower  was  come,  entred  inio  the 
yoke  tliemselues,  and  drewe  the  charlotte  the  space  of  xi.v.  stades 
to  the  temple.  After  tills  acte  seene  of  all  the  people  there,  th'ende 
of  their  life  was  such,  as  certainly  God  gaue  to  vaderstand  thcmi 
that  better  it  is  to  die,  then  line-  For  the  Argiues  that  were  as- 
sembled about  Bito  and  Cteobis,  with  shoutes  and  acclamations, 
praised  the  good  willcs  of  those  children,  and  the  women  them- 
gelues  said,  *  That  happie  was  the  mother,  which  brought  forth 
such  lineage.'  Tlieir  mother  then  ioyfull  for  that  fact,  and  of  the 
reputation  of  her  sonnes,  kneeled  downe  before  the  image  of  luno, 
humbly  bescechfnge  her  to  giue  her  sonnes  the  thinge  that  were 
best  for  a  man  toattaine  vnto.  Her  prayer  ended,  she  made  her 
sacrifice,  which  done,  the  two  yonge  men  presently  died  in  the 
temple.  In  lokeu  of  whose  noble  lim-s,  the  Argiues  erected  two 
images  at  Delphos."  And  to  them  Solon  appointed  the  second 
place  of  biisfuhies.  Cnesus  moued  with  these  words,  said 
vnio  Solon.  "  Thou  straunger  of  Athens,  is  our  felicitie  in  such 
litle  reputation  with  thee  that  tliou  doest  prcferre  before  vs  these 
priuate  men  r"  Solon  aunswered  :  '*  Sirshal  I  assure  you  of  humaine 
things,  knowing  that  God  enuieth  the  state  of  men,  and  troubleth 
them  so  often :  in  length  of  time  many  thinges  be  seen,  which 
men  would  not  see,  and  many  thinges  be  suflred,  that  men  would 
not  suffer.  Let  vs  assignc  to  mans  life  the  termeof  Lxx.yeres:  in 
which  yearcs  are  the  nomberof  xxv.m.cc.  dayes,  in  which  com- 
putation the  leape  moneth,  which  is  February,  is  not  comprehend- 
ed. But  if  you  wil  that  other  yeres  be  longer,  by  reason  of  that 
moneth.  to  th'end  the  bowers  may  be  adioyned  to  them,  that  want 
thenihe  leape  monethes,  maketh  the  time  to  amount(aboue  ltx. 
yeares)  to  xxv.  monethes,  and  the  day es  of  those  monethes  amount 
tOK.v*  c.  But  admit  that  Lxx.  yeares  witli  their  leapemonethes,  be 
the  total  summe  of  man's  life,  tliea  is  producted  thesummeof  xxv. 
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jes.  Truly  one  day  13  not  like  an  other  in  effect,  euea  10 
Cnesus  I  conclude,  that  man  is  ful  of  miserie.  But  althougheyour 
grace,  seeming  both  in  wealth,  and  also  in  multitude  of  men,  to  be 
a  riche  and  mightie  king,  yet  1  cannot  aunswere  fullye  your 
demaunde,  before  I  see  howe  well  you  doe  endeyour  life:  for  the 
rich  man  is  not  more  happie,  because  he  hatli  long  liie, except  to  his 
riches  fortune  graunt  ttiat  he  lead  a  good  and  honest  life.  Many 
men  be  very  rich,  and  yet  for  all  that  be  not  blessed  and  happie: 
and  manye  that  haue  but  meane  wealth,  be  fortunate.  He  that  is 
rich  and  wealthie,  and  therewithal  not  happie,  excellcth  him 
that  is  fortunate  and  happy  onely  in  two  thinges,  but  ih'otfier  sur- 
mounteth  the  riche  man  in  many  thinges.  The  two  thinges  where- 
in the  rich  excelleth  th'uther  be  these.  Th'one  in  satisfying  hts 
lust  and  affection,  th'other  in  power  and  abilitic,  to  sustcine  liarde 
fortune  and  aduersitie;  and  as  the  meane  man  is  inferiour  to  the 
rich  in  these  two  points,  which  by  fortune  be  denied  him,  yet  ho 
doth  excell  liim,  because  he  neuer  hath  experience  of  them ;  he 
liaeth  in  good  and  prosperous  health,  he  neuer  feeleth  aduersitie, 
he  doth  nothing  that  is  wicked,  he  is  a  father  of  good  children, 
be  is  indued  with  formosity  and  beautie,  who  if  (besides  all  those 
thinges)  he  die  well,  it  is  he  to  aunswere  your  demaunde  that 
worthely  may  be  called  happie ;  for  before  he  die  he  camiot  be  so 
called  :  and  yet  fortunate  he  may  be  termed.  For  to  obtainc  all 
(whiles  you  be  a  liuiug  man)  it  is  impossible:  for  as  one  countrie 
is  not  able  to  seruc  it  selfe  with  all  commodities,  but  hauing  one 
it  lacketh  an  other :  yet  the  same  countrie  tliat  hath  most  com- 
modities is  the  bestc :  and  as  a  man's  bodie  hauing  one  perfection 
is  not  perfect,  because  in  hauing  one  he  lacketh  another :  euen 
BO  he  bath  most  vertue,  and  is  indued  with  greatest  nomber  of  the 
aforesaid  commodities,  and  so  quietly  departeth  his  life,  he  in 
mine  opinion  is  worthy  to  be  intitled  with  the  name  of  a  king.  A 
man  must  expect  th'endc  of  euery  thinge  whereunto  it  tendeth: 
for  God  plucketh  vppe  by  the  rootes  many  men,  to  whom  hee 
hath  giuenabundauuce  of  wealth  and  treasure.''  Creesus  misliking 
the  woordes  of  Solon  suiTred  him  to  de|>art  saying : "  He  was  a 
foole  tliat  measured  present  pleasures  with  no  better  regard."  After 
whose  departure,  the  gods  began  to  bende  their  indignatioD  and 
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displcafiurt  rpon  him,  because  he  thooi^hte  himselfc  the  happtes£ 
man  aliue.     Long  time  after,  Crssus  receyuing  courage  and  com- 
fort lirom  Apollo  at    Delphos,  attempted  wanes   against    Cynis 
kingc  of  Persia,  who   in  those  warrcs  was  oue.rtlu'owen,  and  taken 
prisoner  after  he  had raigncd  xiiii.  yeares,  and  was  broughte  by  the 
Persiami  to  Cyrus.    Then   Cyms  caused  a  stacke  of  woode  to  be 
piled  vp,  and  Craesus  fettred  with  giues,  was  set  vpon  the  same: 
who  then  remembring  Uie  saying  of  Solon,  that  no  liuing  man 
was  blessed,  or  in  all  pointes  happie,  cried  out  in  lamentable  wyse* 
"  O  Solon!  Solon!  Solon !"  which  Cjtus  bearing,  caused  his  interpre- 
ters to  demaund  of  him,  what  the  same  Solon  was.     Craesus  witti 
much  diBicultie  toulde  what  he  was,  and  declared  all  the  taJke  be- 
twene  him  and  Solon.     Wherof  when  Cyrus  heard  the  report,  he 
acknowledged  himselfc  to  be  also  a  man,  and  sore  repented  tltat  be 
went  about  to  bume  him,  which  was  equal  vnto  him  in  honour  and 
riches,  confessing  nothing   to  be  stable  and  certeune  in  the  life  of 
man.     VV'hcrupon  he  commaunded  thefire  to  be  taken  awayo,  which 
then  began  to  6ame.    And  so  with  much  a  doe,  he  was  deliuered. 
Then  Cyrus  asked  him,   who  gaue   him  counsaile  to  inuade  his 
countrie,  to  make  his  frende  his  foe.    **  Euen  my  selfe  fsaide  Crae- 
sus) ttirough  vnhappie  fate,  by  the  perswasipn  of  the  Greekish  God 
which  gaue  me  counsaile,  to  make  warrcs  vpon  thee:  for  there 
is  no  man  so  madde,  that  had  ratlier  desire  warre  then  peace. 
For  in  peace  Bonnes  burie  their  fathers,  but  in  warres,  fa- 
thers burie  their  children.     But  that  these  thinges 
be  come  to  passe,  I  maye  thancke  the  deuil's 
good  grace."    Afterward   Cyrus  intertain- 
ed  him  very  hononrablie,  and  vsed  his 
counsell,  wliich  he  found 
very   holsomc 
and  good. 
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Till-  EIGHTH  NOUELL. 
'a  father  that  made  suite,  to  haue  his  owne  son ne put  to  death. 

Thbbe  was  a  man  borne  in  Mardus  (which  is  a  countrie  adioynlng 
vnto  Persia)  called  Rhacon,  Uiat  had  seutn  children.     The  yong- 
esl  of  them  (named  Cartomes,)  afflicted  diucrs  honest  men  with 
greale  liarmes  and  mischiefes.     For  which  cause  the  lather  began 
to  reforme  hira  with  words,  to  proue  it'  he  would  amend.     But  he 
litle  wajing  the  good  disciphne  oFhis  father,  it  chaunced  vpon  a 
time  that  the  iustices  of  the  countrie,  repairwl  to  the  sessions  in 
that  towne,  where  the  father  of  the  cbildc  did  dwell,  who  tak- 
ing hia  Sonne,  and  binding  his  handes  behinde  him,  brought  him 
before  the  iudges.     To  whom  hee  remembred  by  wave  of  accusa- 
tion, all  the  mischiefes,  which  his  sonne  from  time  to  time  had 
committed,  and  desired  the  iudge^,  that  he  might  be  condempned 
to  die.     The  iudges  amazed  with  that  request,  would  not  tliem- 
selues  giue  sentence  against  him,  but  brought  both  the  father  and 
the  sonne,  before  Artaxerxcs  the  king  ofPenia:  in  whose  pre- 
sence the  (atlier  still  persisted   in  the   accusation  of  Itis  sonne. 
••  Why  (quoth  the  king)  canst  ihou  finde  in  thy  harte,   that  thine 
owne  sonne  should  be  put  to  death  before  thy  face  ?"  "  Yea  truly 
(quoth  ihe  father,)  for  at  home  in  my  garden,  when  the  yong  lac- 
tuse  begin  to  growe,  I  cutte  uf  the  bitter  and  sower  stolkes  hrom 
them  :  for  pitie  it  were  the  mother  lactase  should  sustaine  sorow, 
for  those  bastard   and  degenerate  shrubhes :  which  bcinge  taken 
awaye,  she  prospereth  atid  encreaseth  to  great  swcetenesse  and 
bignes.     Euen  so  (O  kinge}if  he  be  hanged  thathurteth  my  whole 
familie,  and  offended  the  honest  couuersaiioaof  his  brethren,  both 
my  selfe  shalbe  increased,  and  the  restu  of  my  stocke  and  linage 
shall  in  like  sort  prosper  and  continue."     The  king  hearing  those 
words,  did  greatly  praise  the  wisedome  of  Rhacon,  and  chose  him 
to  be  one  of  his  iudges»  pronouncing  these  wordes  before  the  mul- 
titude.    "  Hee  that  dare  thus  seuerely  and  iusily  pronounce  sen- 
tence vpon  his  owne  child,  doubtlcs  he  wil  shew  himselfe  to  be  an 
incorrupt  and  sincere  iudge  vpon  the  offences  of  other."     Then 
the  kinge  deliuered  the  yonguiau,  from  that  presentefaulte,  tlireat- 
lUDge  bim  with  most  cruell  death,  if  after  that  time,  he  were  ap- 
prehended with  like  offcDCc. 
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THE  NINTH  NOUELL. 

Water  offered  of  gooH  wifl  to  Artaierxes  King  of  p€r$ia^  and  the 
Itbtrail  rewarde  of  the  Kinge  to  the  giuer, 

Trebe  was  a  cerOine  Persian  called  Sinetas,  tliat  farre  from  hi* 
owne  hou»e  mette  king  Artaxerxes,  and  liad  nut  wherwith  to  pre- 
sent  him.  For  it  was  an  order  amonges  the  Persians,  instituted 
by  law,  that  euerj'  man  which  met  the  king,  should  giuehim  apnv 
aent.  Wherfore  the  poore  man  because  he  would  nol  neglecte  his 
dutie,  ramie  to  a  riuer  called  Cyrus,  and  taking  both  his  hands  full 
of  water,  spake  to  the  king  in  this  wise.  "  1  beseech  God  lliat  vour 
maiestie  may  eucrmore  raigne  aiuunges  vs.  As  occasion  of  the 
place,  and  mineabiUty  at  this  instant  serueth,  I  am  come  to  honour 
your  maiesty,  to  the  intent  you  may  not  passe  witliout  some 
present,  for  which  cause  I  giue  vnio  you  this  water.  But  if  your 
grace  had  ones  encamped  j'our  selfe,  I  would  go  home  to  my 
house,  for  the  best  and  dearest  things  I  haue  to  honour  your  ma- 
iestie withall.  And  pcraduenture  the  same  shall  not  be  much  iufe- 
riour  to  the  giftes,  which  other  now  do  giue  you."  Artaxerxcs  de- 
lighted with  this  fact,  sayde  vnto  him.  "  Good  fellowel  thaneke 
thee  for  this  preseute,  I  assure  thee,  the  same  is  so  acceptable  vnto 
me,  OS  the  most  precious  gift  of  tlie  worlde.  First,  because  water 
is  the  best  of  all  thinges,  then  because  the  nuer,  out  of  the  which 
thou  diddesi  take  it,  doth  beare  the  name  Cyrus.  Wherefore  I 
coromaunde  thee  to  come  before  me  when  1  am  at  my  eampe.** 
In  s]>eakingc  those  words,  he  required  his  Eunuches  to  take  the 
present,  and  to  put  it  into  a  cuppe  of  gold.  The  king  when  he  was 
Jodged  in  his  pauilion,  sent  to  the  man  a  Persian  robe,  a  cuppe  of 
golde,  and  a  thousandc  dariccs,  (which  was  a  coignc  amonges  the 
Persians,  whenipon  was  the  image  of  Darius)  willinge  the  messen- 
ger to  saye  vnto  him,  these  wordes.  "  It  hath  pleased  the  king, 
that  thou  shouldest  delighie  thy  selfc,  and  make  mery  with  this 
gold,  because  thou  diddest  exhilarate  his  minde,  iu  not  suffering 
him  to  passe,  without  the  honour  of  a  present:  but  as  necessitie 
did  serue  thee,  diddest  humblie  salute  him  with  water.    His  plea- 
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sure  is  also,  that  thou  shah  drincke  of  that  water  in  this  cuppe  of 
gold,  of  wliich  thou  madcst  him  partaker." 

Artaxerxcs  hereby  expressed  the  true  image  of  a  princely  mindci 
that  would  not  disdaine  cherefuUy  to  behold  the  homclie  gifte  (in 
our  estimation  rude,  and  nothing  worth)  at  llic  handes  of  his  poore 
subiect:  and  hberally  to  reward  that  duetifuU  zeale,  with  thinges 
of  greate  price  and  valour.     To  liie  same  Artaxerxcs,  riding  in  pro- 
gresse  through  Persia,  was  presented  by  one  called  Mises,  a  %ery 
great  pomegranate  in  a  siue.     Tlie  king  marueiling  at  the  bignes 
therof,  demaunded  of  him  out  of  what  garden  he  had  gathered  tlie 
same :  he  autiswered,  out  of  his  owne.     Wherat  the  king  greatlye 
reioysinge,   recompenced  him  with  princelye  rewards,  saying : 
"  By  the  Sunue  (for  that  was  the  common  otii  of  the   Persian 
kinges)  this  man  is  able  wiili  such  trauaile  and  diligence 
in  my  iudgemcnt  to  make  of  a  title  citie,  one  that 
shal  be  large  and  great."   Which  wordes  aeeme 
to  declare,  that  all  thinges  by  care,  suffici- 
ente  paine  and  continual  labour,  may 
against  nature,  be  made  more 
excellent  and 
better. 


4t 


MBNALIFFUS    AXD    CHARITON. 


THE  TENTH  NOUELL. 


The  lone  of  Chariton  and  Menalippm, 

NowE  will  I  rehearse  afact  of  tlic  tyrant  PUalaris  farre  discrepante 
from  his  conditions,  hccause  it  sauoureih  of  great  kindnea  and 
hiiinanilye,  and  sccincth  not  to  be  done  by  iuui.  Chariton  was 
an  Agrigentine  bume,  wiiich  is  a  towne  in  Sicilia,  and  a  great 
louer  of  beauty,  who  with  ardent  affection  loued  one  MenaHppus, 
which  was  also  borne  in  that  cltic,  of  honest  conditions  and  of  ex- 
cellenie  forme  and  comelines.  Tliis  tyraunt  Phalaris  hindred 
Menalipptis  in  a  ccrtaine  sute :  for  he  contending  in  iudgement 
with  one  of  Phalaris  frendcs,  the  tyraunt  conunaunded  him 
to  giue  ouer  his  suite:  wbervnio,  because  he  was  not  obedient,  he 
threalned  to  put  him  to  deatli,  except  he  would  ycide.  Notwith- 
standing, Menalippus  uuercame  liim  in  law,  and  tlie  noble  men 
which  were  the  frends  of  Phalaris,  would  giue  no  sentence,  but 
brought  the  matter  to  a  nonesuite;  which  tlie  yong  man  takinge 
in  ill  part,  said  he  had  receiued  wrong,  and  confessed  to  his  frend 
Churiton  the  wrong  he  bad  sustained,  requiring  his  aydc  to  be 
rcuenged  ujioo  the  tyrant :  he  made  other  yonge  men  priuie  to  his 
conspiracie,  such  as  he  kuewe  woutdc  be  ready  and  apte  for  that 
enterprise.  Chariton  perceyuinge  the  rage  and  furie  of  bis  frende, 
knowinge  thai  no  man  would  take  hts  parte  for  fearc  of  the  tyraunt, 
began  to  disswade  him,  sayinge,  that  he  himsclfe  went  aboutethe 
like  attempte,  a  htle  before,  to  deliuer  his  country  into  libcrtie 
from  present  seruitude,  but  he  was  not  able  to  sort  the  same  to 
any  effect,  without  groat  daunger:  wherefore  he  praied  hym  to 
commit  the  consideration  thereof  vnto  him,  and  to  suffer  him  to 
espie  a  lime  apt  and  conucnicnt.  Mcnalippus  was  content  :  Cha- 
riton reuoluing  with  bimselfe  that  dcuise,  woulde  nut  make  his 
dcarc  frend  a  partaker  of  the  ^t  least  it  shoulde  be  perceiued, 
but  he  alone  took  vppon  him  to  do  the  dccde,  that  onely  himselfe 
might  su&taiuc  the  smart;  wtierefore  taking  a  sword  in  his  hande, 
as  he  was  seeking  way  to  giue  the  assault  vpon  the  tyraunt,  his 
enterprise  was  disclosed,  and  Chariton  apprehended  by  the  guarde, 
which  for  tlie  tyrauiites  dt;fence,  diligently  attended  about  him. 
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From  thence  he  was  sent  to  the  jaole,  and  examined  vpon  interro- 
gatories to  bewraye  the  rest  of  the  conspiralours;  for  which  liec 
suifered  the  racket  and  the  violence  of  other  tormentes.  Aher- 
wardcs,  Mcnalippus  reinembriiig  the  constancie  of  his  frende,and 
the  crueltye  by  him  stoutly  suffered,  went  to  Plialoris  and  con- 
fessed vDto  him  that  not  onely  he  was  priuy  to  that  treason,  bat 
also  was  the  aucihour  thereof.  J'halaris  dctnauiidine;e  for  what 
cause  he  did  it,  lolde  him  the  consideration  before  reheareed, 
which  was  the  reuokinge  of  sentence,  and  other  iniuries  donevnto 
him.  The  tyrauntmaniayhnge  at  the  constant  frendshippe  of  those 
twaine,  acquited  them  botli,  but  vppon  condition  that  both 
shoulde  depart  oute  of  tlie  citie  and  countrie  of  Sicilia :  neuer- 
ihelesse,  lie  gaue  them  leaue  to  receiue  the  fruites  and  commodi- 
ties of  their  reuenues.  In  record  and  remembruuce  of  whose 
smitie^  Apol]o  sang  these  verses. 

The  raysers  vp  of  heuuen/i/  hue, 

Amonges  the  humuine  kinde: 
Were  good  Chariton  and  Menaiiype, 

Whose  like  vnneths  aejinde. 

This  Phalaris  was  a  most  cruell  tyraunte  of  the  citic  of  Agrigen- 
tine  in  Scicilia,  who  besides  other  instrumentea  of  new  dcuised 
tormentes,  had  a  bull  made  of  brasse,  by  the  art  and  inuention  of 
one  Perillus:  into  which  bull,  all  such  as  were  condemned  to 
death  were  put,  and  by  reason  of  extreame  heate  of  fire  made 
vnder  the  s;ime,  those  that  were  executed,  yelled  foortli  terrible 
souodes  and  noyscs,  like  to  the  lowing  of  a  bull.  For  which  ingine 
and  deuise,  Perillus  thinking  to  obtaine  great  reward,  was  for  his 
labour,  by  commaundement  of  the  tyraunt,  throwcn  into  the  bull, 
being  the  first  that  shewed  the  proofe  of  bis  deuise.  Within  a 
wliile  after,  also  Phalaris  himselfe,  for  his  great  crueltie,  was  by  a 
general  assault,  made  vpon  him  by  the  people,  haled  into  the  same 
bull  and  burned:  and  althoughe  this  tyrauute  farre  excelled  in 
beastlye  crueltie,  yet  there  ap|>eared  some  sparke  of  humanitie  in 
him,  by  his  mercye  extended  vpon  Chariton  and  Mcnalippus,  the 
two  true  louers  before  remembred.  The  same  Phalaris  wrote 
many  proper  and  short  epistles,  full  of  vertuous  instructions,  and 
holsome  admonitions. 
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KING  CYBCS 


THE  BLEUENTH  NOUELL. 

Kinge  Cyrus  persrended  by  jiraspas,  to  dispose  himseife  to  hue  a 
iadie  called  Pantheaj  entreth  into  a  pretie  disputation  and  taike 
vfioue  and  beautie.  /tj'tenvards  Araspas  himseife  faUeth  in  hue 
with  the  saide  hdie^  but  she  indued  with  great  chastitie^  auoydeth 
his  earnest  sute.  And  when  shee  heard  tell  that  her  hasbande  was 
shine  in  the  seruice  of' Cyrus,  she  killed  herself e. 


Before  the  beginning  of  this  historic,  I  thought  good  bv  way 
of  proeme,  lo  iniroduce  the  wordes  of  an  excelleute  writer  called 
Lodouicus  Ciclius  Rhodoginiis,  who  saith  that  S.  Hicrome  the 
most  holy  and  clu(|uenl  father,  aftirmeih  lliai  venues  are  not  lobe 
pondered  by  the  sexe  or  kinde,  by  whom  they  be  done,  but  by  the 
eliaste  and  honest  miiide;  wherewith  if  euer  any  woman  was 
aflxcted,  truly  it  was  the  fayrc  Iadie  Panthea :  for  which  1  would 
no  man  should  blame  me  of  vngodlines,  or  indiscretion,  in  that  I 
do  renurmbcr  a  woman  mentioned  in  profane  authours,  because  at 
tills  present  [  am  not  minded  to  make  vewe  of  Chrislc  his  secretes 
which  are  his  deuine  scriptures,  wherein  be  contayne<l  the  ghostly 
hues  of  sacred  dames,  wherein  also  aboundantly  doth  shine  and 
glitter,  the  celestiail  mercie  of  our  heauenly  leather.  But  let  the 
reader  remember  that  wc  be  now  conuersant  in  tlie  auncicnt  monu- 
ments of  other  prophane  aucthours,  and  out  of  them  do  select 
most  pleasant  places  to  recreat  cch  weary  niindc.  This  Panthea 
ihertore  as  Xenophoii  writeth,  and  partly  as  S.  Hicrome  repor- 
teth,  was  the  wyfe  ofAbradatas  a  noble  personage,  and  in  war- 
licke  factcs  very  skilfull,  dearely  beloued  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia, 
with  whom  this  lady  Panthea  wiiscapliue,  at  the  ouerthrow  of  tJie 
Assyrians.  King  C'ynis  then  after  his  enemyes  were  vaiiquislied, 
hearinge  tell  of  this  gentlewoman,  called  vnto  him  one  of  his 
dearest  frends  named  Araspas  which  was  a  Median  borne,  the 
very  minion,  playc  fclow,  and  companion  of  Cyrus  from  hisyouth: 
to  whom  fur  the  great  loue  that  he  hare  him,  he  gaue  the  Median 
robe  of  from  his  owne  bocke  at  his  departure  from  Astiages  into 
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Persia.    To  this  gentleman,  king  Cyrus  commiticd  the  custodie  of 
the  ladie,  and  of  her  tenie.    Abradatas  her  husbande  (when  slie 
was  taken  prisoner)  was  before  sente  in  anibusKagc  to  tlie  king  of 
Bactria  by  the  Astsirian  king,  to  intreate  of  i>cace,  because  he  waa 
his  familiar  frend.    AVhen  Araspas  had  rcceiucd  the  keeping  of  the 
ladie:  he  asked  Cynis  whether  he  had  seen  her,  "  No  truly"  said 
Cyrus.    **  Ttien  haue  I  (snide   Araspas) :   and  haue  chosen  her 
specially  for  your  owne  person.  And  when  we  came  into  herpaui- 
lion,  none  of  us  could  tell   which  was  she,  for  she  set  vppon   the 
grounde,  with  all  her  women  about  her,  and  her  npparell  was  like 
vnto  her  maides.     But  we  desirous  to  know  which  Wcis  the  mais- 
tres,  belield  them  all,  and  by  and  by  shee  seemed  to  exeell  them  all, 
although  she  satte  with  her  face  couered,  Joking  downe  vpon  the 
grounde:  and  when  we  bad  her  to  rise  vp,  all  tiie  rest  rose  vpalso. 
She  did  fatre  surmounte  her  maides,  as  well  in  mfikirig  imd  tinea- 
mcntes  of  body,  as  in  good  behauiour  and  comelinesse,  although 
she  was  clad  iu  simple  apparell :  the  teares  manifestly  ramie  dowue 
her  eyes  vpj>on  her  gannents,  distilling  downe  eavn  to  her  feele; 
to  whom  he  that  was  most  auncient  amonges  vs  said  :  '  Be  of  good 
chere  lady :  we  hearc  lell  that  you  haue  a  very  valiauiitc  man  to 
your  husbande,  such  oue   whose  practize  and  experience  is  well 
inowen  and   tryed  amongs  greatest  princes,  notwithstanding  we 
haue  chosen  for  you  a  gentleman,  that  is  not  mferiour  to  him, 
eitiier  in  beautie,  force,  wisedome  or  valiaunee:  and  we  do  verely 
beleeuc,  that  if  there  be  any  man  in  this  world,  worthie  of  admira- 
tion, it  is  Cyrus  our  prince  and  lordc,  wliose  paragon  wee  haue 
chosen  you  to  bee/    When  the  hidy  hearde  them  saye  so,  she  tare 
the  attirement  from  her  head  and  tx>dy,  she  cried  out,  and  all  her 
maides  skriched  with  her  ;  ut  which  times  the  greatest  part  of  lier 
tace  appe.'ued,  and  so  did  her  necke  and  hands :    And  assure  your 
selfe  (Cyrus)  to  vs  that  viewed  her  well,  it  seemed  impossible, 
that  such  a  creature  coulde  be  borne  of  mortal!  parentes  in  Asia. 
Therefore  sir,  looke  vppon  her  in  any  wise."    To  whom  Cyrus  said, 
"  The  more  praise  ye  giue  her,  the  lesse  minde  1  haue  to  see  her,  if 
shee  be  such  oue  as  you  haue  saide."  "  And  whye  so  ?"  (qnoth  Aras- 
pas).    "  Because  (sayde  Cyrus)  if  I  should  go  to  sec  her,  hearing 
you  make  this  repone  of  her  beautie  (leasoie  not  seruinge  me 
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thereuuio)  I  am  afraidc,  lest  she  would  sone  alurc  me  to  go  manv 
times  to  behold  her:  whereby  I  might  perchaunce,  grow  negligent 
in  my  matters  of  greatest  importance."     Theyong  gentleman  smil- 
ing, said,  "  Thincke  you  Cyrus,  that  the  branty  of  a  woman,  can 
forceaman  vnwilling,  to  attempt  a  thinge  thatshould  notbemeete 
for  him  :  if  nuiure  haue  that  force   in  her,  she  would  compell  aU 
men  alike.     Do  you  not  see,  that  fire  bumeth  all  men  after  one 
sort,  because  it  is  his  nature^    Beautiful!  thinges  be   not  had  in 
equull  estimation,  some  be  of  great  price,  some  not  so,  some  do 
regarde  this,  some  that:  for  loue  is  a  voluntarie  thing,  and  euery 
man  loueth  what  he  list:  the  brother  is  not  in  loue  with  the  sister, 
but  of  another  she   is  toued :  the  father  is  not  in  loue  with  the 
doughter,  and  yet  she  is  heloued  of  another :  for  fcare  and  law 
are  able  enough  to  restraine  loue.  Hut  if  there  were  a  law  made 
to  commaund   men,  that  they  which  did  not   eate,  should  not  be 
hungrie,  and  they  that  did  not  drinke,  should  not  be  a  ihirst,  and 
that  no  man  should  be  cold  in  winter,  and  hotte  in  sommer,  that 
lawe  coulde  not  compell  men   to  obeye :  for  men  by   nature  be 
aubiect  to  those  infirmities :  but  to  loue,  is  a  thinge  free  and  volun- 
tarie: euery  man  louetb  tbinges  that  be  his  owne,  as  his  apparell 
and  other  his  necessaries,"     Wherunto  Cyrus  replietl:  "  If  loue  be 
voluntary :  how  can  it  be  that  a   man  may  abandon  the  same, 
when  he  liste  ?  But  I  haue  scene  men  weepe  for  sorowe  of  loue :   I 
haue  knowea  them  that  haue  beeue  slaues  to   loue,  who  before 
they  haue  loued,  haue   thoughte  ihraldome,  the  greatest  euiJJ: 
geuing  awaye  manye  tbinges,  which  had  beene  better  for  them  to 
haue  kept:  and  haue  prayed   to   God  to  be  exonerated  of  loue, 
abouc  all  other  diseases,  and  yet  coulde  not  be  deliuered,  being 
bound  with   stronger  imprisonment  then   if  they  had  beene  tied 
with  chaincs,  yelding  tlieniselncs  to  their  louers,  seruing  them 
widi  all  obedience:  and  when  they  be  ham}wred  with  such  mis- 
chiefes,  they  seeke  not  to  auoiHc  them."     "  They  do  so  in  deede 
as  you  saye  (aunswered   the  vong  man  :)  and  therefore  such  louers 
be  misemblc,  wishing  still  to  die  and  yet  still  continue  in  their 
woe  mid   calamitie:  and    where   there   be  a  thousande  wayes  to 
bereue  them  of  life,  yet   ihey  do   not  die.  Some  of  them  fall  to 
stealing  and  robbing  of  other  men:  but  when  they  haue  robbed 


»n6  stolen  anye  thing  thou  with  the  first  ihinkinge  theft  vnneccs- 
sarVr  doest  condemne  them  as  tiieeues,  whom  thou  dost  not  pardon, 
but  punish.  In  Jikc  maner  the  hcautifull  due  not  i:ouncell  men  to 
loue  them,  or  c:ouet  tliat  is  not  lawful :  but  miserable  men  shewing 
themselues  inferiour  to  all  lustes  and  desires,  doe  in  the  ende 
accuse  luue  to  be  tiie  authour  of  their  miseric.  Good  and  honest 
men,  althoughe  they  desire  golde,  beautifull  horses  and  faire 
women,  yet  they  can  well  ynoughe  abstainc  from  them  all,  as  not 
subiect  to  them  more  then  is  nieete :  for  I  my  selfe  buue  beholden 
this  woman,  which  seemeth  to  be  a  surpassing  fnirc  wight;  and 
yet  I  am  now  with  you,  I  rjde  and  do  other  ihinges  accordinge 
to  my  dutie."  "  Peraduenture  (said  Cyrus)  you  went  soner 
awaye,  thcD  loue  coulde  haue  time  to  Fasten  vp|K)n  you:  for  fire 
touchinge  a  man,  doth  not  straifp  bnrne  him  :  and  woode  is  not 
by  and  by  in  Bame,yet  would  I  not  willingly  touch  fire,  nor  behold 
beautiful  persons  :  aud  I  would  giue  you  counsaile  Araspas,  to 
beware  how  you  suffer  your  eyes  to  rolie,  and  wander  vpon  faire 
women:  for  the  fire  bumcth  them,  that  touch  it:  and  beautifulJ 
foike,  do  kindle  them,  that  behold  them  a  farre  of,  in  such  wise  as 
they  burue  for  loue."  "  I  warrant  you  Cyrus  (sayd  Araspas  :)  for  if 
1  do  continually  loke  vpon  them,  1  wil  not  so  be  drowned  in  loue, 
as  the  same  shall  prouoke  me  to  do  any  thing  tliat  doth  not 
become  mee."  "  You  saye  well,  sayd  Cyrus,  therfore  keepe  this 
woman  as  I  bid  you,  and  loke  wel  vnto  her :  for  peraduenture  she 
is  taken  in  good  time."  And  so  they  departed:  The  yong  gentle- 
man marking  the  singulcr  beautie  of  the  lady,  aud  perceyuiug  her 
great  honesty,  he  hauing  custodie  of  her,  thoughte  he  woulde  do 
her  pleasure^  and  by  gesture  sawe  tltat  she  was  not  ingrate  and  vii- 
thanckfull,  but  very  diligent:  she  caused  her  seruauntes  to  pre- 
pare aJl  thinges  in  rcadines  at  his  comming  in:  and  if  he  were  by 
chaunc^e  sicke,  shee  toke  order  that  he  shoulde  lacke  nothinge: 
vpon  which  occasions,  he  fell  in  loue  with  her:  and  no  maruaile, 
for  she  was  (as  before  is  saide)  a  woman  very  fayre  and  amiable. 
Afterwards  king  Cyrus  desirous  to  send  a  spie  into  the  countrie  of 
Lydia,  to  learne  what  the  Assyrians  did :  Araspas  which  had  the 
keepinge  of  the  fayre  hidy,  set^ined  most  mete  for  that  purpose. 
But  Araspas  chaunccd  to  fall  in  loue  with  the  ladie,  m  suche  wisfi 
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as  he  was  forced  to  breake  bis  minde  vnto  her,  for  the  satisfying 
of  his  pleasure:  which  request,  like  a  faithful)  and  Jouing  woman 
to  her  absent  husband,  she  denyed.  Howbeii  she  would  not  accuse 
Araspas  to  C^'nis,  being  a  &aide  to  set  variauncc  betweene 
freades.  Araspas  thinkinge  it  a  great  shame  and  reproche  xnto 
him,  not  to  obtaine  his  desire:  threatened  the  lady,  that  if  she 
would  not  yeld  to  his  request,  he  would  haue  it  perforce.  Then 
the  woman  fearing  violence,  kepte  the  thing  no  longer  secrete, 
but  scnte  one  of  hor  eunuchcs  to  Cyrus,  to  discouer  the  whole 
matter:  which  when  he  heard,  he  laughed  hartely  at  Araspas» 
that  sayde  and  made  his  vauntc  that  he  was  saperiour  to  loue, 
sending  Artabasus  with  the  eunuch,  to  commaund  him  not  to  force 
the  woman :  but  if  he  cnuld  by  fayre  meanes  allure  her,  he  would 
not  be  against  him.  When  Artabasus  came  lo  Araspas,  he  rebuked 
him,  both  for  his  infidelity  in  the  thinge  committed  vnto  his  charge, 
and  also  for  his  wickednesse,  iniurie,  and  incontincncie;  wher- 
withall  Araspas  wepte  for  sorowe,  beinge  oppressed  wyth  shame, 
and  confounded  widi  feare,  for  the  displeasure  of  Cyrus:  whiche 
thing  Cyrus  vndcrstanding,  called  him,  and  priuely  sayd  thus 
-vnto  him.  *'  I  see  Araspas  that  you  be  afraied  of  me,  and  much 
ashamed :  but  be  contcnte,  for  1  knowe  that  the  goddes  hauo  bene 
yanquished  with  loue,  and  haue  learned  wliat  thinges  the  wisest 
men  haue  suffered  for  loan :  and  I  haue  accused  my  selfe,  bicaase 
1  could  not  conteine,  being  in  companie  with  faire  personages: 
and  of  this  mishappe  happened  to  you,  I  my  selfe  am  the  occasion, 
for  1  compelled  you  to  that  inuincibte  matter."  Araspas  making 
aunswere  sayd:  "  You  be  in  this  thiug,  O  C\tus,  euen  like  vnto 
your  selfe,  as  you  be  in  all  other:  you  be  mercifull,  and  full  of 
clemencic:  but  the  bnite  that  shall  rise  hereof  is,  that  whiche 
maketh  me  moste  pensife,  for  so  sonc  as  the  rumour  of  my  cala- 
mitie  18  dispersed,  mine  enemies  will  reioyce,  and  my  frendes 
will  counsaill  me  to  flee,  lest  youre  maiestie  do  hainously  take 
reuenge  of  mine  offence."  "  Well  Araspas,  said  Cyrus,  by  tliat 
opinion  and  brute,  you  shall  do  me  greatest  seruice,  and  pn>- 
fite  very  muclie  my  confederates."  "  How  can  iliat  be  (said  Aras- 
pas)? where  in  for  tliai  respect  shall  I  be  able  to  doe  you  any 
seruice?*'  "  If  presently   (quoth  Cyrus)  you   do  make  as  though 
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you  fledde  from  mo,  and  by  going  to  myne  cnemiej,  you  maye 
Wynne  of  them  great  credite."  "  Verely  (sayd  Arnsipas)  I  suppose 
that  1  and  my  frcndes,  might  raise  a  rumour  indeede,  that  I  am 
fled  from  you  for  feare."  "  So  may  you  (sayd  Cyrus)  returae  vnto 
vs  againe,  when  you  knowe  our  enemies  secretes;  fori  ihinke 
they  will  make  you  priuie  to  atl  their  counsel!  and  deuises:  and 
you  being  in  credit,  shall  be  made  priuie  to  all  their  appointementes 
whiche  wee  desire  to  knowe."  "  I  will  euen  nowc  depart  (sayd 
Axaspas)  for  it  is  very  likely,  tliat  this  my  depmture,  may  seme  to 
be  an  argument  of  trouth,  bicause  I  seme  to  flte  for  feare  of  punishe- 
ment."  "Can  you  in  tljai  raauer  forsake  faire  Panthea"  (quoth 
Cyrus.)  "  Tnicly  (said  he)  it  euidently  nowe  appearet)i,  that  I 
am  endewed  with  two  mindes:  with  the  one  I  baue  plaied  the 
philosopiier,  with  loue  that  viiirue  )»ophistre:  for  iher  is  no  one 
miud  which  is  good  and  badde,  and  at  one  time  is  rapt  wit}i  the 
looe  of  good  and  euil  thinge^,  ne  yet  at  one  instant  can  wil  and 
will  not  together.  Wherefore  it  is  manifest,  iliat  ther  be  two 
mindes;  when  the  good  minde  ruleth,  it  doth  things  that  be  honest, 
when  the  enill  is  superiour,  it  worketh  ill:  and  now  the  good 
minde,  by  making  you  his  frcnde  and  confederate,  doth  puissantly 
gouerne."  "  Well  (sayde  Cyrus)  if  you  goe,  you  must  beware, 
Uiat  your  credite  may  increase  amonges  them :  tell  them  hardly 
the  somme  of  our  indeuours,  but  in  suche  wise  as  our  doinges 
may  bee  lettes  to  their  practises.  And  this  shall  hinder  tlieir 
deuises  mucbe^if  you  sale  that  we  determine  to  inuade  their  coun- 
trie:  for  hearing  ibis,  they  will  not  assemble  their  whole  power, 
euery  man  fearing  his  priuate  part :  and  see  that  you  tary  with 
them  a  good  apace,  and  lookc  which  partes  they  meane  sonest  to 
approche,  the  same  be  moste  conuenient  for  vs  to  knowe :  and 
bid  them  to  be  ready,  whensoeuer  they  thinke  time:  for  when  you 
shall  depart  from  them,  although  they  know  you  to  be  priuie  to 
their  order,  yet  they  must  needcs  kepe  the  same,  and  be  afrayd  to 
alter  it,  lest  they  coofounde  them  selues  through  their  sodaine 
chaunge."  Thus  Araspaa  departing,  telling  his  moste  trustie  ser- 
uauntes  what  hoc  would  hauc  done  in  this  matter,  went  his  wa^'e: 
but  Panthea  hearing  that  Araspas  was  gone,  sent  to  Cyras  thi« 
message  cunteining  these  woordes. 
VOL.   I.  H 
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"  Bee  not  sorie  C^tus,  for  the  <!eparture  of  Araspas  to  your 
enemies^  for  if  you  wyll  suffer  mee  to  sende  for  ray  husbande, 
I  doe  promyse  3'ou,  that  he  shalbe  a  farre  more  assured  frende 
then  Araspas  was.  And  I  knowe  he  wyll  come  with  so  great 
power  (for  your  ayde)  as  hec  is  able  to  make,  for  the  father  of 
the  Assirian  kyng,  whiche  nowe  raigaeth,  was  his  fronde.  But 
this  kyng  vppon  a  tyme,  went  about  to  make  a  diuorcement, 
betweene  my  husbandc  and  mee:  therefore,  knowyng  that  this 
kyng,  dotli  disdayne  my  huabandes  good  fortune,  by  hauing  mee 
to  wife,  [  am  sure  hee  woulde  sone  be  perswaded  to  seme  so 
noble  a  prince  as  you  be."  Cyrus  hearing  her  saye  so,  commauod- 
ed  her  to  sende  for  her  husbande,  which  she  did.  Abradatas  know- 
ing his  wiues  tokens,  and  vnderstaiiding  the  effecte  of  her  mes- 
sage, spedely  came  to  Cyrus  with  two  thousand  horsemen.  They 
tliat  were  the  Persian  spies,  sent  to  Cyrus,  declaring  what  he  wai. 
Cyrus  commaunded  that  forthwith  he  should  be  brought  vnto  his 
wife.  When  the  wife  and  husbaiide  sawe  eche  other,  they  im- 
braced  like  twoo  that  uiutLe  after  suche  troublesome  adueotures. 
Then  Panthea  tolde  her  husbande  the  goodnes,  temperance,  and 
clemencic  of  Cyrus  towarde  her.  Who  liearing  of  her  interteigne- 
mcnt,  s£iyde:  *'  What  shall  I  doc  Panthea,  to  render  thankcs  to 
Cyrus,  for  you  and  mee  ?"  "  What  other  thing  (saide  Panthea)  but  to 
indeuour  your  selfr,  to  bee  suche  a  trustie  frende  to  him, as  he  hath 
bene  to  you.'*  Then  Abradatas  went  to  Cyrus,  and  when  he  sawe 
hym,  he  tooke  him  by  the  right  hande  and  sayde:  "  For  the  plea- 
sures that  you  haue  done  mee,  O  Cyrus,  1  haue  no  more  to  saye, 
but  that  I  assure  my  selfe  vnto  you,  as  your  frende,  your  seruaunt 
and  confederate :  and  what  soeuer  I  see  you  desyre,  [  shall  im- 
ploye  my  aeJfe,  to  the  vitermostc  of  my  power,  to  ayde  and  lieipe 
you  in  the  same."  To  whonie  C^tus  sayde,  "  1  accepte  you,  and 
for  this  tyme  dismisse  you,  to  goc  and  suppe  with  your  wife:  then 
you  shall  agnyne  be  placed  in  my  lente  about  me  amonges  your 
frendew  and  invnc."  And  when  Abradatas  sawe  the  preparation  of 
■Cyrus,  tliat  hec  made  against  his  enemies,  he  addressed  to  make 
prouinidii  ol'  nrmure,  and  thinges  meete  lor  the  fielde  for  hym 
■rife.  His  wytV  Panihea,  had  made  of  her  treasure,  a  curate  and 
ht'hnet  of  golde,  and  likewyse  his  vambraces,  and  bad  furnished 
the  horses  of  the  chariot  witli  brosen  barbet. 


AVD   THK    LADIG    PANTHEA. 

When  Cyrus  Imd  spoken  diuerse  oracions,  for  the  incoraging  of 
his  armie,  aiid  had  taken  order,  howe  all  thioges  might  prosperous- 
ly succede,  diuided  biscaptaines  into  seuerall  battuiles,  appointing 
euery  of  them  their  charge:  Abradatas  shewed  him  selfe  verie 
braue  and  marciall  in  bis  chariot:  who  being  about  to  put  on  a 
linnen  breast  plate,  according  to  his  countrie  maner,  his  wife 
Panthea  brought  him  an  armure  of  golde,  and  a  purple  gowne 
down  to  his  feete,  after  robe  fashion,  and  a  crimsen  skarfe.  These 
thingcs  bad  she  phuoiy  wrought  for  her  husbande,  knowing  the 
measure  of  his  harnesse,  whiche  when  her  husband  sawe,  he  mor- 
ueiled,  and  said  to  Panthea.  "  Wife,  haue  you  not  defaced  your 
jewels,  to  make  this  armure  r"  "  Truelye  (said  Panthea)  I  haue  a 
more  precious  je well  then  this  ;  for  if  you  proue  a  valiant  gentle- 
mati  to  other,  as  you  haue  done  a  louing  and  trusiie  husband  to 
me,  you  are  my  dearest  Jewell."  Id  saying  thus,  she  armed  him, 
and  would  Uiat  no  mau  should  haue  sene  her :  fur  tlie  tcares  trick- 
led downe  her  chekes.  Abradatas  being  in  the  fronte  of  lije  ar- 
mie,  armed  after  this  manor,  appered  a  gallant  and  braue  captayne, 
whose  nature  and  complexion  agreed  to  his  comclinesse.  And 
taking  the  raincs  of  the  chariot  in  his  hands,  he  prepared  htm 
celfe  to  mounte  vp.  I'hcn  Panthea,  all  otiier  being  commaundcd  to 
stande  backe,  saide :  "  Truely  Abradatas,  if  there  be  women,  that 
esteme  their  husbandes  better  then  their  owne  liues,  I  thinke  you 
knowe  that  I  am  one  of  them.  Therefore  what  neede  I  to  ex- 
presse  euery  particular  thing:  my  fuctes,  as  X  thinke,  do  perswade 
you  more  then  woordes.  And  tlius  indeuouring  my  selfc  towardes 
you,  our  mutuall  loue  is  such,  as  I  had  ratlier  be  buried  quicke 
with  you,  being  a  noble  man,  then  to  Hue  tu  shame.  I  rcgarde 
you  with  the  beste,  and  my  selfe  not  as  the  worste.  Great  thankes 
we  owe  to  C^tus,  for  his  princely  interteignement  of  me,  being  a 
captiue  and  chosen  for  him  selfe,  not  like  a  prysoner  with  shame, 
but  free,  without  spot  or  bleuiishe  to  mine  honor:  and  vsed  me,  aa 
though  I  had  bene  his  brotliers  wyfe.  And  after  Araspas  departed 
from  him,  whiche  had  the  cusiodie  of  mc,  1  promised  him,  that  if 
face  would  giue  mee  leue  to  sende  for  you,  that  you  should  become 
more  loiali  and  assured  to  him,tlien  cuer  Araspas  was.'*  Abradatas 
deUted  with  her  chaste  communication,  and  tenderly  laying  his 
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liand  vpon  ber  bead  :  lookiag  vp  to  heauen,  made  tbU  proier.  "  O 
most  mightie  luppiter,  graunte  that  1  may  shewc  my  selt'e  an 
bousbande  meete  for  Panibea,  and  a  frende  wortby  of  Cyras,  who 
bath  so  curteously  dealt  with  vs."  Thus  speaking  at  the  entrie  of 
the  chariot  seate,  he  went  vp,  and  being  set  downe,  ibe  gouernour 
of  thechariot  made  fast  the  seate.  Pantbeabauing  nowe  nothing 
to  embrace,  kissed  the  chariot  seate,  and  so  be  went  forth.  But 
Panthea  followed  him  priuelie,  till  he  tourned  and  spied  her,  to 
whome  he  ftayde :  "  Be  of  good  conforte  Panthea,  adieu  and 
farewell."  Then  her  eunucbes  and  women,  conueighed  her  to  her 
own  chariot,  couering  the  same  with  curteines. 

Cyrus  after  the  battaile  and  victorie,  had  against  Craesns,  called 
diuerseof  his  men  vnto  bim,and  demaundedif  theysawe  Abrada- 
tas.  "  For  1  marueile  (sayde  bee)  that  he  commeth  not  vnto  me: 
for  before  the  battell  many  times  he  appered  in  my  presence." 
VVbereunto  one  of  bis  men  answered  :  "  The  cause  is  (sir)  that  be 
is  not  aliue,  for  bee  was  slayne  in  the  battaile,  as  be  inuaded  the 
A^giptians.  Tlie  rest  of  bis  companie,  except  his  owne  souldiours, 
fled  from  him,  when  tliey  sawe  him  incounlre  with  the  ^giptiao 
baitaile.  And  then  bis  wife  Panthea tooke  him  vp,  and  laid  him  in 
her  owne  wagon ;  conueigbing  him  to  acertayne  place,  by  the  ryucr 
Pactolus.  And  (they  say)  that  her  eunucbes  doe  digge  a  graue  to 
burie  him.  His  wife  sittelb  vpon  the  ground,  apparelled  with  those 
ftjmiturcs  that  he  did  weare,  leaning  her  head  vpon  her  knees." 
With  whiche  wordes,  Cyrus  was  driuen  into  greate  sorowe,  clap- 
ping him  selfe  vppon  the  tliighc,  and  by  and  by  mounted  on  his 
horse,  and  taking  with  him  m.  horsemen,  he  went  to  moume  for 
his  frende  Abradatas.  Moreouer  he  commauuded  Gadatas  and 
Gobryas,  to  carric  the  fairest  apparell  they  coulde  get,  to  his  good 
and  honest  frende  that  was  dead,  and  to  assemble  his  oxen  and 
horse,  and  all  his  beastes  and  cattell,  whersoeuer  thej'  were,  that 
tliey  might  be  sncriticcd  to  Abradatas.  But  when  lie  sawe  Pan- 
tliea  sitting  vpon  the  ground  and  the  dead  corps  lying  by  her,  he 
wept  fur  surowe,  and  said  :  "  Aluke  good  woman,  tliou  trustie  and 
fuithfull  wife,  doest  llmu  thus  depart  and  jeaue  vs  alone."  And 
with  those  words  he  tooke  her  by  tlie  right  hand, and  therewitfaall 
was  prescuted  the  dead  bond  of  Abradatas,  whicli  the  ^giptians 
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had  cut  of:  whiche  when  Cyrus  sawe,  hcc  thca 

eihen  he  did  before:  and  Panthca  cried  out.   Who 

Cyrus,  kiftsed  the  dead  haud,  be^iiowing  the  same 

ce,  so  well  as  she  cuulde»and  sayde:  "Thus  it  ii 

rus,  but  why  do  you  beholde  the  dead  body  i  ThU 

B(qaoth  she)  bee  haih  suflTred  for  my  sake,  being  none 

dnentures  wliiche  he  haih  liazardcd  for  me.    And 

'jna,  he  would  haae  done  no  lessc  for  you.     For  1 

(tike  a  foole  as  I  was)  to  attempic  this  adueuture,  to 

ight  haue  sliewed  him  selfe  a  frende  of  wordiy  re- 

whiche  re<)uest  he  accepted,  to  pleasure  3*ou  and  me : 

ly  bestowed  his  life  and  is  dead,  and  I  vnhappycai- 

\\\m  first  couiLsayle,  do  sitte  here  aliue."     Cyrus  for 

holding  his  peace,  powred  forth  abuundance  of 

said:    "This  genllcman  (lady  Panthca)  hath  a 

sde,  for  he  died  in  victorie ;  but  take  tlicse  furai- 

%c  him  there  wiihall  :'*  for  Gobryus  and  Gadatoa 

!  riche  and  costly  apparel.     Tlien  hee  sayde :  "  Bee 

honoured  with  greater  thinges  then  these.  A  monu- 

ording  to  his  worihiuessc,  shalbe  creeled  vpon  his 

^  shalbe  offered,  meete  for  a  man  so  valiant  and 

|lou   likewyse  shiJt   not  be  left  comfortles  ;  for  in 

(  thy  great  chastitie  and  vertue,  I  will  honour  tlkuc 

igarrison  to  conuey   thee  into  what  place  thou  arte 

l^'*    To  whom  Panthea  sayd:  "  Be  of  good  chere 

0t  hide  from  you  the  place,  wherein  I  am  detex- 

>we  my  »eife."     Cyrus  hearing  her  say  so,  went 

le  woman  that  was  bereucd  of  suchc  a  husbande, 

the  man  tliai  had  lefte  suche  a  wife  behinde  him, 

I  more  to  see  her  againe.     Bui  Panthea  conimauud-> 

cs  to  go  out  of  the  place,  till  she  had  satisBed  her 

p,  end  lamentations  for  her  hu«bande  :  for  she  pre- 

ir  seife,  requiring   her  nurssc  to  tarie  by  her,  and 

er,  that  when  she  was  dead,  she  should  shroudc  her 

ide  in  one  garment.     The  nursse  perswuded  the 

ible  wordes  and  supplications,  from  her  determined 

could  not  preuaile:  and  when  she  aawe  that  her 
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Abdohminu^  is  from  poore  eMate,  adaaunced  by   Alexander  the 
Great,  through  his  hottest  life,  to  be  kyng  of  Sydone. 


Alexander  the  mightie  au<i  noble  emperour^  after  he  had  sub- 
dued Darius  the  I'eraian  kyiig,  at  length  came  to  Sydone,  a  fa- 
mous citie,  by  reason  of  the  auncieut  fame  of  the  first  founders. 
The  same  citie  was  vnder  tlie  gouernement  of  Straro,  and  ntaiu- 
teined  by  the  puissuunce  of  Darius,  who  3'cldingmorc  by  force  of 
the  people,  then  by  free  wil,  was  thought  vnworthy  to  raigne  and 
rule  there.  Alexander  at  the  request  of  his  Irende  Ephestiun, 
wilted  him  to  appointe  one  to  be  king,  whom  the  citizens  should 
tliinke  mosto  worthy  of  that  state.  After  profers  of  Epiiestion  to 
diuers  of  the  yonge  gentlemen  of  that  citie,  and  refusall  made  of 
their  partes,  they  aJIe-tged  that  none  ought  toenioy  the  dignitie 
of  their  king,  but  such  as  were  descended  of  tJic  royall  bluud. 
Thinking  none  to  be  more  meete  for  that  state  then  one  AbdoJo- 
minus,  who  being  of  the  royall  race,  for  pouertie  was  ioforced  to 
inhabite  a  title  cotage  without  tlie  citie.  His  good  life  was  the 
cause  of  his  pouertie,  as  it  is  to  many  other;  and  labouring  in  his 
daily  irauell,  vnderslotxle  not  the  brute  of  the  warre  that  troubled 
all  Asia.  Ephcstion  and  tlie  yo"gt^  J5^"ll*imen  repaired  vnto  him 
with  garmentes  to  gamtshe  htm  like  a  king,  and  fbundeliuu  making 
cleane  his  garden,  whome  tliey  saluted,  and»aide:  "  You  must  ex- 
chaunge  your  homelie  clothes  witli  these  riche  robes,  wherewith 
wee  liere  present  you.  Washe  your  bodie  that  nowe  is  Ibule  and 
vndeane,  lake  vppon  you  the  courage  of  a  kyng,  and  in  this 
state  (wherof  you  be  worlliy)  expresse  the  some  sobrietie  and  con- 
tinencie  you  doe  presently  vse.  And  when  you  sitte  in  your  re- 
galJ  state,  vsing  the  authoritie  of  life  and  death  oucr  your  sub- 
iecles,  do  in  no  wise  forget  the  fortune,  wlierin  you  were  before 
you  were  made  king,  ne  yet  for  wliat  purpose  you  did  receiue  it. 
The  matter  acmed  to  Abdolominus  like  a  drcame,  and  demaund- 
ed  of  theim,  if  their  wittes  \verc  i>ounde,  that  did  deride  him  in 
that  sorte.     But  when  he  sawc  them  byude  by  oihe  their  doyuges 
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to  bee  of  trouthe,  lie  washed  him  self,  and  taking  the  gannent, 
which  was  purple  and  goMe,  went  with  them  into  the  place.    The 
fame  was  diucrsly  bruted  of  this  facte :  some  fauoured  the  cause, 
and  some  did  frouiie  against  it.     But  suche  as  were  ricbe,  did  re- 
proue  his  poucrtie  and  hose  estate,  to  tliose  that  were  ncare  abouie 
Alexander,  which  made  the  kjTigc  to  sonde  for  him.     And  when 
he  had  long  beholden  his  manner  and  order  sayd  :  "  Your  per- 
sonage doth  not  degenerate  from  the  fame  of  your  progenitors, 
hut  I  would  fayne  knowe,  howe  pacient  you  were  in  tbe  tyme  of 
your  pouertie."     "  I  would  to  God   (quoth  Abdolominus)   I  could 
beare  my  prosperitie  in  lyke  case  now  I  am  kyng.     These  handes 
did  get  that  I  desired.     And  hauing  nothing,  I  lacked  nothing." 
\\'hiche  woordes  made  Alexander  conceiue  a  good  opinion 
of  hym,  to  whome  he  restored  the  riches  of  the  kyng 
before,  an<l  diucrs  other  thinges,  taken 
awayc  by  the  Persians. 
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THE  THIRTEENTH  NOUELL. 

The  oration  of  tJu  Scythian  Anibassadours  to  jilexander  the  greatf 
reprotting  his  atnbicion,  and  desire  of  Empire. 

TvLLiE  ia  the  firste  booke  of  his  Offices,  saiclh^  that  very  misera- 
ble, is  ambic'ion  and  desire  of  honour:  and  that  moste  meu,  whiche 
be  giuen  to  cupid  i  tie  of  gouernemeni,  honor  and  glorie,  bee  for- 
getiiiUof  iastice.  The  iruthcof  wbiche  graae  wordes,  vttrcd  by 
a  prince  of  eloquence,  the  rude  and  barbarous  ambassadours  of 
Scyihia,  in  plaine  and  homelie  talke,  boldly  did  pronounce  to  king 
Alexander  (sumamed  Magnus)  when  hce  was  about  to  inuade  their 
countrie.  For  when  he  had  within  three  dayes  finished  twelue 
thousand  boates,  to  tranaporie  his  armie  ouer  the  famous  ryuer  of 
Tanais,  (whicbe  deuideth  Asia  from  Europa)  against  the  poore  Scy- 
thians, twenty  ambassadours  of  the  Scythians  came  to  Alexanders 
campc  to  speake  with  hym,  to  prouc  if  they  coulde  by  woordes 
withdrawe  his  entended  purpose  :  Before  whome  when  they  were 
placed,  the  eldest  of  them  spake  these  wordes. 

"  If  the  Goddes  had  giuen  thee  a  bodie  according  to  the  immo- 
derate desyre  of  thy  mynde,  the  whole  worlde  coulde  not  be  able 
to  holde  thee.  With  one  of  thy  handes  thou  wouldest  towche  the 
Oriente,  and  with  thy  other  hande  the  Oecidente.  And  when  thou 
baste  gotten  thatj  thou  wylt  desyre  to  knowe,  where  the  bright^ 
nesse  of  the  Diuine  Maiestie  is  placed.  Thus  thou  couetest  after 
the  thing,  thou  art  uot  able  to  receyue.  Out  of  Europa  thou 
marchest  into  Asia,  and  out  of  Asia  thou  passest  into  Europa. 
Afterwardes,  if  thou  doest  vanquishe  all  mankynde,  thou  must 
make  warrc  with  woodes  and  snowes,  with  ryuers  and  wylde  beastes. 
What  ?  doest  thou  not  knowe,  that  great  trees  growe  long,  and  yet 
be  rooted  out  of  the  grounde  in  a  moment  r  He  is  a  foole  that 
looketh  after  the  fruite,  and  doetli  not  measure  the  height  of  the 
tree  wheron  it  groweth.  Take  hede  lest  whyle  thou  doest  con- 
tende  to  clymme  to  the  toppc,  thou  fallesl  downe  with  the  bowes 
whichc  thou  doest  imbrace.  The  lion  also  somctyme  is  made  the 
foode  of  the  smalest  byrdes :  and  rust  consometh  iron.    There  is 
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noihlng  so  firmc,  that  is   not  in  prrill  of  the  woake.     A\niai  haae 
we  to  doe  with  iheef  We  neucr  tt)ucl»e(l  thy  lande.     AVhat  ibou 
arte,  and  from  whence  thou  commest,  is  it  not  laweful)  for  vs  to  bee 
ignornunte,  that  line  in  tlie  waste  wooddes  ?  Wee  can  not  be  sub- 
iecte  to  any  man,  and  wee  dcsyre  not  to  rule.     Wee  haue  ccrtaiiic 
giltes  pecuhar  vnto  vs,  bicause  thou  »halt  not  be  ignoraunte  of  the 
state  of  our  naeion  :  the  yoke  of  oxen,  the  plough,  the  darte,  and 
the  bow] :  tliose  things  we  vt>e,  both  with  our  Trends  and  against 
our  enemies.     Vnto  our  frendes  wee  giue  the  fruictes,  gotten  with 
the  labour  of  our  oxen.     And  with  them  in  our  bowie,  we  sacri* 
tice  wine  to  the  Goddea.     Our  enemies  we  strike   with  tlie  done 
a  farre  of,  and  with  the  speare  ncre  at  liande.    After  that  sorte  in 
tyme  paste,  wee  uuercamt*  the  kyng  of  Scytliia,  andaftcrwardes  the 
kyng  of  Media  and  Persia,  and   the  wayc  was  open  vnto  vs  into 
iEgipt.     But  thou  whicbc  doest  boaste^  that  thou  art  come  to 
persecute  theues,  art  the  common  thefe  of  all  nacions,  whereunto 
thou  makest  thy  repayre.    'i'be  countrie  of  Lidiathou  hix&te  taken. 
'riiou  haste  enioyed  Syria.     Thou  doesl  possesse  Persia,  and  the 
IJactriancs  bee  vndej-  lliy  power.      Thou   doesl  goe    into  India, 
and  iiowe  thou  exiemlesi  thy  vnstable  and  grcdie  handes  vppon 
our  cattell.     What  neede  haste  thou  of  those  rychcs,  whiche  doc 
make  thee  so  hungrier   Thou  art  the  first  of  all  men  whiche  with 
sacieiie  hast  gotten  famine,  that  the  more  thou  hast,  the  more  grc- 
dely  thou  eouctest  aftex  tliinges  thou  hast  not.     Doest  ttiou  not 
remember  how  long  thou  hast  slickrd  about  Bactria  ?    And  whiles 
thou  goest  about  to  bring  them  in  subiection,  the  Sogdians  begin 
lo  rcuolte.     Thus  warre  doth  grow  vnto  thee  of  tliy  victorie.     For 
be  thou  nener  so  great,  and  puissant  oner  other,  yet  there  be  none 
that  can  indure  to  be  gouerned  by  straungers.     Passe  nowe  Tauais, 
thou  shalt  perceiiie  what  breadth  it  beareth,  and  yet  thou  shall 
ncuer  ouertakc  the  Scythians,  whose  pouertie  is  swifter  then  liie 
annie,  which  carieth  the  spoyle  of  so  many  nacions.     For  when 
thou  shalt  thinkc  vs  to  be  farrc  of,  thou  shall  see  vs  within  thy 
campe,  with  like   swiftnesse  we  folowe  and  flee  awaye.     1  heare 
that  our  desertes  and  voide  places,  be  mocked  by  the  Greeke  pro- 
uerbes,  we  couet  ratlier  those  desertes  and  places  vnhabtted,  then 
cities  and  plcntifull  soyles.    Therefore  holde  fast  thy  fortune,  for 
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she  is  tickle  and  can  aoi  bo  hoUlen  against  her  will.  Folow  tliou 
the  counsaile  that  is  good,  specially  whylfs  the  tinio  dotli  serue. 
Bridle  thy  fclicitic,  and  thou  slialt  rule  it  the  better.  Oiii'  euueitrie- 
men  aay,  that  Vortune  is  witliout  fccte»  and  that  she  hath  onely 
handes  and  wynges,  but  wiien  she  slretclieth  forth  her  hand,  shee 
will  not  suffer  her  winges  to  be  touelied.  Finally,  if  thou  be  a  God 
thou  oughtest  to  geue  henefitcs  to  mortal!  men,  and  not  to  take  a- 
w:iy  the  commodities  tliey  haue  already  :  but  if  thou  bee  a  man, 
consider  that  thou  art  alway  the  same  that  thou  arte.  It  is  a  fool- 
ishe  part  to  remember  those  things,  and  lo  forget  thy  selfc.  Those 
people  that  fele  not  thy  warres,  thou  roaiest  vse  as  (by  fretides.  For 
frcndsliip  is  most  iirme  and  stable  emonges  e<]uall,  and  those  sccniu 
to  be  equnll  that  bane  not  vsed  force  and  violence  emonges  them 
selues.  Beware  thou  take  them  not  for  thy  freiidcs  whome  iJiou 
doest  subdue,  and  bring  in  obedience.  There  is  no  frcndsbip  be- 
twcne  the  malster  and  the  semaunt,  and  in  peace  the  iawe  of  arraes 
is  obserued.  Beleue  not  that  the  Scythians  doe  byndc  frendship 
with  any  othe:  for  tiicy  make  their  othe  by  obseruatlon  of  faith. 
The  mancr  of  the  Oreekcs  is  to  instifie  their  factes,  by  inuocatioii 
of  their  goddes  towitncsse:  but  wee  know,  that  religion  consist- 
eth  in  faith  her  self.  They  whicli  do  not  rcuerencc  to  men,  do  be- 
gile  the  goddes.  Thou  hast  no  nede  of  him  to  be  thy  frende  of 
whose  frendsiiip  thou  standest  in  doubt.  Thou  hastvs  askepers  of 
Asia  and  Furopa:  for  we  should  louche  the  countrie  of  Bactria, 
were  it  not  forTanais,  whiche  deuidcth  \'s.  And  be3'onde  Tanais 
all  is  ours  so  farre  as  Thracia,  and  the  fame  i«  that  Thracia  bord- 
reth  v|»pon  Macedonia :  wee  being  neighh4)ur3,  to  bothe  thy  domi- 
nions, chose  nowe  whether  thou  wylte  liaue  vs  frendes  or  foes.'' 
These  were  the  wuordes  of  the  Scythians.  Howe  be  it  these 
liomelie  and  playne  aduertiscmentesj  could  not  diuerie 
kyng  Alexander  from  his  intcndctl  enterpryse, 
and  according  to  his  desired  succcsse,he 
ouercame  them. 
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THE  FOURTEENTH  NOUELL 

The  ftoordes  of  Metethts  of  manage^  and  niuing  trith  the  prayu 
and  dispraise  of  the  same. 


In  the  presence  of  many  learued  men  of  Rome,  Metellus  sur- 
named  Numidicus,  for  his  victories  aiid  triumphe  oucr  lugurtha 
king  of  Numidia,  a  countrie  in  Africa,  in  the  tymc  of  his  office 
of  Censor,  made  an  oration  before  the  Romain  people,  of  mariage 
of  wyues,  vppon  occasion  that  hee  hymseife,  by  diuers  of  his 
&endes,  was  pers waded  to  that  state.  Against  whiche  hoc  vsed 
manye  vehemente  iouectiues  and  tcnnes,  whiche  Aulus  Geltiut 
omittetli,  for  that  hee  was  loth  to  offend  (when  report  therof 
should  bebruted)  tlie  nice  eares,  and  louing  mindcs  of  the  matrones, 
and  dames  of  that  citie:  knowing  well  that  both  they,  and  their 
successours,  would  not  forget  reprochefnllie  It)  coinhate  with  his 
spiriteand  shadowe,  when  they  were  not  able  (being  preuented  by 
earthly  vermine)  by  anyc  meanes  to  impeche  his  corps,  in  tombe 
fust  closed  and  buried.  But  when  I  do  remember,  howe  the  same 
was  said,  and  also  noysed  emongs  a  baiide  of  heathen  soules, 
whose  mindes  for  want  of  godly  skill,  couM  not  disgest  such  hai- 
nous  blastes,  as  sounded  in  a  time  prophane,  wherin  no  sacred 
voyce  of  christian  lore  was  breatlied  vnto  redemed  flocke:  I  call 
10  myude  that  now  I  may  in  time  of  grace,  right  frankely 
write,  without  ofience  to  humble  state  of  matrone  kinde,  in  these 
our  dales,  inspired  with  spirit  of  humble  hart,  whose  eares  no 
taunting  talke  can  griue :  wherefore  with  blushles  face,  and  vn- 
staied  penne,  I  meane  the  woordes,  of  that  well  learned  wighte^ 
in  open  audience  to  pronounce,  and  by  this  booke,  to  suche  elect- 
ed sort  for  to  declame :  but  loth  for  to  offende,  as  oue  well  bet 
in  mariage  schole,  I  must,  a  pana  Sf  cuipa,  forgiuenes  craue:  lest 
some  shreude  heathen  dame  (for  other  doubt  I  not)  doe  from  her 
graue  jiC  Arme  crie  out:  and  then  to  fight  with  buried  ghosies: 
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my  manhodc  will  not  scnie,  but  by  and  by  with  posting  leggea, 
and  flying  fast  1  will  retire:  but  doubles  here  be  brought  fourth, 
where  doubting  cause  is  none.  Gcllius  iherfore  in  persoue  of 
the  vnmaricd  knight,  in  wordcs  right  fewe,  this  sentence  of  the 
maried  state,  doth  vlterand  proclaytne. 

"  O  ye  Romaiues,  if  we  could  be  without  wiues,  then  all  we 
should  wante  that  grlefe.  But  bicause  nature  hath  so  prouided, 
that  neither  with  them  we  can  Hue  and  pa:jse  our  time  couurnient- 
]y,  nor  yet  by  any  meanes  be  without  them  satisfied,  we  ought 
rather  to  make  preparation,  for  perpetuall  health,  then  for  short 
pleasure."  With  which  wordes,  diuers  of  the  Romaines  were 
displea^d,  and  fuunde  fault  with  Metellus  who  (for  tliat  he  went 
about,  to  exhorte  the  people  to  mariage)  ought  not  by  any  nieanes, 
to  confesse  any  griefes  and  incomnioditie^  to  be  in  the  same.  But 
in  these  wordcs  he  seemed  rather  to  disswade  and  terrefie,  thea 
to  perswade  and  incourage :  but  contrarely  he  ought,  rather  to 
haue  affirmed  no  sorowes  and  perplexities,  to  be  in  wcdiocke,  and 
if  perchaunce  any  chaunced  to  be,  they  were  but  light,  and  easie 
to  be  borne  and  suffered,  which  for  greater  commodities  and  plea- 
sures, might  full  well  be  forgotten,  and  those  that  were,  happed 
not  through  natures  vice,  but  by  the  default  and  ill  behauiour  of 
some  maried  folke.  Ilowbcit,  Tlius  Casiritius  9Up|K)9ed  that 
Metellus  spake  well  and  worthely.  "  For  (said  he)  a  Censor 
ought  to  speake  like  a  Censor,  a  rhetorician  like  one  that  pro- 
fessed rhetorike:  it  is  giuen  to  rhetoricians,  to  vse  false  sen- 
tences, bolde, subtile  and  captious:  if  so  be,  they  be  likely,  and 
may  by  any  action  moue  the  liartes  of  men."  Moreouer  he 
saydc,  "  that  it  was  a  sliame  for  a  rhetorician,  in  an  euil  matter, 
to  leaue  out  any  thing  vntouched."  "  But  truely  Metellus((juoth 
be)  is  a  holy  man  indued  with  granitic  and  Adelitie,  and  that  it 
was  not  decent  for  so  honorable  a  personage,  as  he  was,  to  speake 
any  thing  to  the  Romaine  people,  but  that  hee  thought  to  be  true, 
and  hkely  to  seme  true  to  all  men :  specially  sithe  he  intreated  of 
such  a  matter,  as  by  daily  knowledge,  common  experience,  and 
frequented  vse  of  life,  might  well  be  comprehended  and  knowen: 
iherfore  in  geuing  to  vndcrstande,  a  griefe  notorious  to  al  men. 
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he  hath  deserued  by  tliat  oration,  a  fame  of  a  diligent  and  faithful! 

man,  bicause  (to  be  short)  he  easely  and  redely  perswaded,  that  a 

citie  can  not  prosper  and  continue,  without  the  vse  of  matrimonie, 

which  of  all  things  is  most  assured  and  true."    This  Titus  Cas- 

tritius  was  a  teacher  of  Rhetorike  in  Rome,  and  in  the  same 

citie  for  declamation  and  teaching,  was  in  greatest  repu- 

tacion :  a  man  of  right  great  grauitie  and  autho- 

ritie:  and  of  the  emperour  Adrian, 

for  his  vertue  and  learning 

well  estemed. 
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THE  FIFTEENTH  NOUELL. 

Of  Lais  and  Demosthenes, 

Phociov  a  peripateiiqiie  philosopher,  in  a  booke  wliich  he  made, 
intituled  Cornucopia,  ^v^ilelh  tliii^  historic  of  Deiuo^tlicnes  and 
Lais  the  harlot  of  Coriuthe,  saying :  that  Lais  by  reason  ot*  her 
excellent  beautie,  and  picnsannt  faiiour,  demaundcd  for  the  vs€ 
of  her  body*  a  great  somine  of  money:  vnt«  whom  was  resorte 
of  all  the  rvche  men  of  Gnecia:  but  she  woulde  not  admitte 
them  to  that  facte,  except  tiiey  would  first  giue  vnto  her,  her  de- 
inaunde.  The  quantitie  of  whiclie  souimc  was  exceading  greate, 
whereof  rose  the  prouerbe.  Now  cumis  homini  eonthigitf  adire 
CoritUhum. 

Sot  euery  wan  can  well  altaine 
To  goe  to  CohiUhe  towtte. 
He  that   traueiled   to   Corinthc  to    Lais,  not   able   tu   giue  and 
bestowe,   tJiat  sommc   vpon   licr    went    in  vaine.     To    this 
woman   that   noble   philusopiRr    Demosthenes   secretly 
repayred,  praying  her  to  giue  him  leaue  :   but  shee 
demaunding  of  him  tennc   thousand  Denarios 
(amounting  very   nere  to   three   hundred 
pounde  of  our  money)  astonied  at  the 
wantonnesse  of  the  woman^  and 
discouraged    w  ilh   the    great- 
nesse  of  the  somme,  rctoum- 
ed   backe  again,   i>aying : 
1  come  not  to  buyc  re- 
pen  tau  nee   so 
dere. 
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THE  SIXTEENTH  NOUELL. 

C.  Fabritius  and  MmiHius  Consuls  of  Rome,  bttfng  promised  that 
king  Pifnhusfor  a  somme  ofmonttf  should  be  shine  (whiche  was  a 
notable  enemie  to  the  Romaine  state)  aduertised  Pyrrhus  thereof 
by  letters,  andofotlier  notable  thinges  doen  by  the  same  Fabritius. 

When  Pyrrhas  king  of  Epirus  inferred  warres  vpon  the  Romay- 
nes  and  was  come  into  luilie,  and  there  had  prosperously  fought, 
and  atchieued  the  victoric  of  two  or  three  battailes,  wherby  the 
Romainea  were  brought  to  great  distresse  and  most  part  of  Italie 
had  reuoltcd :   one  Timochares  Ambraciensis,  a  frend  of  king 
Pyrrhiis,  secretely  repaired    to  C.  Fabritius  then  consul,  and  lold 
him,  if  he  would  giue  him  a  reward,  he  would  poyson  the  kingc^ 
which  heesaid,hemighteeasely  bringeto  passe  because  his  sonnes, 
at    tabic  waited    vpon    king    Pyrrhus  cuppc.     Hereof    Fabritius 
wrote  to  the  senate  requiring  iheir  aduiso.     The  senate  depeachcd 
ambassadours  to  the  king  commaunding  them  to  saye  nothing  of 
Timochares,  but  lo  giue  the  kingc  warning  circumspectly  to  loke 
wel  about  hiin,  to  preuent  such   treason,  as  by   those  that  were 
nercst  him  might  be  attempted.    Thus  much  is  written  in  the 
historic  of   Valerius  Antiates.     But  Quadrigarius   in   the    third 
booke,  writeth  that  it  was  one   Nicias  and  not  Timochares,  that 
went  to  Fabritius,  and  that  those  ambassadours  were  not  sente  by 
the  senate,  but  by  the  consuls,  and  that  the  kinge  rendred  praise 
and  than  ekes  to  the  Romainea,  restoring  to  them,  all  the  prisoners, 
which  he  had  taken.     The  consuls  iliat   time  were  C.  Fabritius 
and   iEmilius.     The  tenour  of  which  letters  then  sent  to  king 
Pyrrhus,  the  said   CI.  Quadrigarius  aiHrmeth  to  be   this.     "  The 
Romaine  Consuls  send  salutations  to   king   Pynrlius.     Wc  for 
thine  injuries,  displeasures  and  wronges  iustlie  offended,  for  the 
valiauntc  stomackes  reraayninge  in  vs,  do  studic  and  indeuour  like 
enemies,  to  continue  warres  vpon  thee:  but  it  seemeth  good  vnto 
vs  for  the  loue  we  beare  to  our  faith,  and  for  common  example, 
to  wishe  thee  well  to  do,  whom  by   arraes  we  be  not  able  to  van- 
quishe.    There  came  vnto  vs  one  Nicias,  thy  familiar  frende,  to 
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demaande  rewarde  of  vs,  if  sccrctcly  he  did  kill  thee:  whicbe  we 
vlterlye  denied,  and  required  him  for  limt  fact,  to  ioite  for  no  re- 
ward at  our  hands.  Wherenpon  wee  thought  good  togiue  theead- 
uertisement  hereof,  lest  if  any  such  thing  did   chaunce,  the  cities 
should  not  thincke  that  we  were  priuie  to  tlie  fact :  for  wee  dehte 
not  to  fight  with  giftes,  rewards  and  treaiion. — Thou  in  the  meane 
time,  except  ihou  lake  hccdn,  art  like  to  die:   Farewel."    This  was 
the  aunciente  order  amonges  the  Romaincs,  that  neuer  were  plea- 
sed by  the  cowardly  ouerthrow  of  other,  to  winne  fame  and  glorye. 
And  because  I  rede  an  other  excellente  historic  of  the  same  Fabri- 
tius,  1  haue  thought  good  to  adde  the  same  to  this  nouell.   When 
peace  was  concluded,  bctwenc  the  Homaines  and  the  Samnites, 
the  ambassadours  of  the  Samnites  repaired  vppon  a  time  to  this 
Fabritius,  who  after  they  had   remembred    vnto  him  diuers  and 
sundrie  tliinges,  frcndlye  done  in  their  bclialfe,  they  offered  vnto 
him  for  reward,  a  great  summe  of  money,  intrenting  him  to  receiuc 
the  same :  which  the  Samnites  did  (as  the  report  was)  because  they 
sawe,  that  he  wanted  many  thinges,  for  the  furniture  of  his  house 
and  maintenaunce,  thinking  the  same  also  not  to  be  suificicotly 
decenie  for  his  estate  and  calling:  which   Fabritlus  pcrccyuing, 
with  his  bare  handes,  liee   louclied  his  eares  and   eyes,  and  then 
strooked  his  face  downcward,  his  noase,  his  mouth  and  throate, 
and  the  rest  of  his  bodie,  to  tlie  bottome  of  his  bealic,  ans wear- 
ing the  ambassadours  in  this  wise.     "  That  whiles  hee  was  able  to 
rule  and  goueme  all  those  members  which  he  touched,  he  was  sure 
to  lacke  nothing :    wherefore  (quoth   he)  these    members, 
which  be  profitable  and  necessarye  for   my  vse,  will  not 
suffer  mee  to   receiue  this  monej'e,  whereof  they 
knowe  I  haue  no  neede.'*  Hereby  reprehending 
the  foolish  indeuour  of  these  Samnites,  in 
offring  to  him  a  bribe,  which  hee  was 
neuer  accustomed  to  take  for  any 
cause,  what  soeuer  he  accom- 
plished:  who  stil  shewed 
bimselfe  a  man  sin- 
cere and  incorrupt. 
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FURIt'S  CAMILLU5. 


THE  SEUENTEENTH  NOUELL. 

J   Scholemaister  traiterousli/   rendring   the    noble  mem  scnnes  of 
Faleria  to  the  hands  of  Camiihts,  nas  net  ucquited  and  renarded 
Jor  his  paines  and  hbour. 

Warbes  were  addressed  by  the  Romaines  against  the  Falisques 
(a  people  of  Italye,  the  ruines  of  the  chiefc  citie  wherof  do  yet 
appeare  sixe  inilea  from  Viterba)  and  an  armye  conwribed  and 
sent  thether,  vnder  ibe  conduct  of  Furius  Camillus.  The  Falistjues 
vppon  the  approch  of  the  Romaines,  were  constrayncd  to  retire 
within  their  citie,  thinking  the  game  lo  be  their  most  assured  re- 
fuge. And  they  to  continue  their  siege,  incamped  a  mile  from 
the  citie»  and  determined  throughly  to  besiege  it,  which  in  deede 
had  like  to  haue  beene  of  ver^e  long  continuance  except  fortune 
had  giuen  to  the  Ronminecaptaine,  for  his  tried  and  well  approued 
vahaunce,  victorie  in  time,  which  chaunced  after  this  maner.  Tt 
was  a  custome  amonges  the  Falisques  (ubserucd  also  in  these  oure 
dayes)to  hauc  tlieir  children  instructe<l  by  one  scholemaister,  and 
him  also  to  vse  for  their  guide  and  companion  in  oil  games  and 
])astimes.  Amonges  thcym  tliere  was  a  scholemaister,  wiiich 
taughte  noble  mennes  sonnes,  who  in  the  time  of  peace,  teachinge 
those  children,  and  vsinge  for  theyr  exercise  to  leade  ihem  abroade 
in  tlie  6eldes,  kepte  still  that  order,  for  all  tlie  warres  before  the 
gates,  someimie  wyth  shorte  walkes,  sometime  wyih  longer  for 
their  dispones  :  and  continuinge  varielic  of  talke  wyih  his  schol- 
ters  longer  then  he  was  wont  to  do,  at  length  he  brought  them  to 
the  Romaine  campe,  euen  to  the  tent  of  Camillus,  hoping  thereby 
(by  like)  to  liaue  beene  well  welcomed,  and  liberally  rewarded : 
saying  to  Camillus,  as  detestable  woords  as  the  facte  was  iraiier- 
ous  and  wicked  :  which  was  in  effect — *'  Tlial  lie  was  come  with 
that  present  vnto  htm,  to  yclde  those  children  into  his  hands, 
whose  parentes  were  tlie  principal!  of  that  citie:  and  iherby  knew 
for  certainty  that  the  citie  would  surrender/'  Camillus  seingthat 
fact,  and  hearing  those  words,  said  vnto  him.  "  Thou  arte  not 
come  (villane)  to  a  people  and  captaine,  with  this  thy  trayterous 
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oflfer,  sfinWable  to  (Iiy  sclfc.  M'^chaueno  aliaunce  with  the  Falis- 
qucs  confinoecl  by  compacte  or  humaine  promise,  but  ainitie 
wheronto  nature  doth  bind  vs,  is  and  shall  be  for  euermore  be- 
tweene  vs.  Warre  so  well  as  peace,  hath  his  law  and  right :  which 
we  haue  learned  to  obserue  with  no  lessc  justice,  ihen  constancie. 
We  make  no  warre  against  boics,  whom  wee  spare,  wbensoeuer  we 
inuade  or  take  any  cities:  bur  against  armed  men  we  fight,  yea, 
and  against  such,  as  without  offence,  or  prouocution  of  our  partes, 
assailed  tlie  Romaines  campe  at  the  siege  of  the  Veiens.  Thou 
hast  vanquished  them  so  much  as  lyeth  in  thee,  with  a  new  kinde 
of  victorie  atchieued  by  treason :  but  1  will  subdue  them  by 
pollicie  of  the  Romaines,  by  vertue,  indeuour  and  armes,euen  as  1 
did  the  Veiens."  When  he  had  spoken  those  wordcs,  he  caused 
this  trayterous  scholemaister  to  be  striped  starke  naked,  and 
binding  his  handes  behinde  him,  deliuered  him  to  the' children, 
with  roddcs  in  their  hnndes,  to  whippe  him  home  to  the  ciiie. 
When  bee  was  in  tliis  order  retourncd,  tlie  people  of  the  citie  flock- 
ed together  to  see  this  siglil.  Then  the  magistrates  assembled 
in  counsaile,  vpon  this  straunge  occasion,  and  where  before  tliey 
were  incensed  with  maruailous  wrath  and  furie,  rather  desirous  of 
vtter  ouerthrow,  then  peace:  now  tlieir  mindcs  were  quite  aUered, 
and  peace  vniuersally  demaunded.  The  fidclitie  of  the  Romaines, 
and  iustice  of  CamUlus,  both  in  furum  and  court  was  celebrated, 
and  by  general  conformitie,  ambassadonrs  were  sente  into  the 
campe  to  Camillus,  and  from  thence  by  Camillus  sufferance,  to  Uie 
senate  of  Rome,  of  purpose  to  yclde  themselucs  to  their  gouem- 
ment,  who  being  brought  before  tlie  senate  spake  these  woordcs. 
"  VV' ce  (fathers  conscripte)  vanquished  by  you  and  your  capuine, 
(where  at  neither  God  nor  man  oughte  to  be  offended)  haueyeldcd 
our  selues  to  you,  Uiinking  that  wee  shall  liue  more  bappie,  and 
better  contented  vnderyour  gouernniente,  then  by  our  owne  lawes 
and  liberties:  a  thing  that  maketh  tiie  victor  more  glorious  and 
prabe  worthie,  then  anye  other.  By  the  successe  of  these  warres, 
two  holsomc  examples  bee  manifested  to  mankinde.  Ye  doe 
preferre  fayth  in  warres  before  certaine  victorie,  and  we,  induced 
by  that  faith,  haue  of  our  owne  accord,  presented  victorie  vnto 
you.     W  e  be  at  your  coounaun dement ;  sende  hitlier  commission- 
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rrs,  to  recciue  our  weapons,  our  pledges  and  our  citie,  which 
suindeth  with  the  gates  wide  open.  We  hope  well,  that  neither  ye 
shall  haue  occasion  to  he  misconteuied  with  cure  Bdelitie,  nor  wee 
offended  with  your  gouernment  and  cmpyrc."  For  which  facte 
greate  thankes  were  atuibuted  to  CamiLlus,  both  by  the  Falisquet 
and  Romaynes. 

Here  appeared  the  face  and  true  image  of  that  greate  vertue, 
justice,  wherewith  this  noble  man  was  truly  affected.    His  noble 
nature  was  not  able  to  abide  any  trayterous  fact,  done  by  vnna- 
turall  citizens,  toward  their  owne  countrie.     No  vngraiitude  of  his 
owne  countrie  men,  could  withdrawe  his  nature  from  the  zeale 
and  loue  he  bare  to  his  countrie.    His  condempnation  by  ^-akiode 
Apuleius  Saiuminus  the  tribune,  for  which  he  fledde  to  Aidea, 
could  not  let  or  impcacU    his  magnauimitie  from  gjuinge  the 
Galles  an  ouorihrowe  when  they  had  sacked  Rome,  and  sharpely 
besieged  the  Capitolc:  who  in  his  absence  (created  dictator,)  by 
gathering  iogetht?r  such   Romaines  as  were  fledde,  vnwares  set 
vpon  the  couetous  Galles,  as  they  were  in  controuersie  for  pai- 
meute  of  a  golden  summe  of  money,  and  thereby  restored  his 
countrie  to  libertie.    Wherefore  worthely  might  he  be 
intitlcd,  with  the  honourable  name  of  a  second  Ro- 
mulus. For  as  Romulus  was  the  first  builder  and 
peopler  of  that  citic,  so  was  Cnmillus  the 
vindicator  and  deliucrer  of 
tlie  same. 
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The  same  historic  is  written  by  Cato,  in  an  oration  which  he  made 
to  his  souldiours  against  Galba,  contayninge  ineflecte  as  foloweth. 
The  senatoun  of  Rome  vsed  before  tliis  time,  to  enter  into  ihe 
senate  house  with  their  sonnes,  PraMextatis,  that  ia,  in  long  robes 
garded  about  the  skirtes  with  purple  silke.  When  the  senate 
debated  of  graue  and  waightie  matters,  ttiey  euer  deferred  the 
same  till  the  next  day,  forbiddingc  that  those  causes  should  not 
be  pubhsiied,  before  they  were  tliroughly  decreed.  The  mother 
of  this  yong  gentleman  Papyrius,  which  had  been  with  his  father 
in  the  senate  house,  asked  of  him,  what  the  fathers  liad  done  in 
the  senate  house  that  day }  Papyrius  aunswcred,  that  in  any 
wise,  he  ought  not  to  tell  the  secretes  of  the  same.  The  mother 
more  desirous  to  know  then  she  was  before,  went  about  by  faire 
meanes,  foule  wordcs  and  correction,  to  vnderstand  the  secretes  of 
the  senate,  and  the  cause  why  the  same  were  kept  so  silente. 
Wherefore  she  more  earnestlye  endeuoured  to  learne  the  same  of 
her  Sonne.  The  yong  man  by  compulsion  of  his  mother,  toke  oc- 
casion to  inuent  a  pleasaunland  mery  lie,  in  this  wise.  "  Mother 
(quoth  he)  the  senate  doth  deliberate  and  consult,  whether  it  be 
more  commodious  and  profitable  for  the  common  wealthe,  that  one 
man  should  haue  two  wiues,  or  whether  one  wife  shoulde  haue 
two  husbandes."  When  the  old  ladle  heard  this  she  was  abash- 
ed, and  in  fearcfull  wise  goetli  to  the  other  ladies  and  matrones  of 
Rome,  tcUinge  them,  where  about  their  husbands  did  consult. 
The  next  day  the  women  flocked  together  in  great  traincs,  and  in 
lamentable  wise  repaired  to  the  senate,  beseching  them  that  one 
woman  might  rather  be  maried  to  two  husbands,  then  two  wiues 
to  one  man.  The  senatours  entring  into  the  court,  marueyled 
what  toyes  were  in  the  womens  heads,  to  make  tliat  demaunde. 
The  yong  gentleman  Papyrius  stepped  foortli,  declaring  how  im- 
portunate his  uiother  was,  to  know  whereuppon  they  consulted 
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wc  day  lieforcr,  and  therefore  he  denised  that  fained  tale^  to  paci6e 

her  ilesire.    The  senatotirs  hearing  and  peroeyning  his  good  and 

hotieste  disposition,  greatly  coounaided  and  extolled  hit  fiddily 

and  witte.    Howbeit,  they  made  a  lawe  that  iioin  that  time  forth, 

none  of  their  sonnes  should   come  into  the  house  with  their 

lather,  but  onely  Pi4>yrius:  who  afterwardes  reoeioed 

the  surname  of  Pnetextatos,  to  honour  and  beao- 

tifie  his  name,  for  his  notable  wysedome  in 

keeping  secretes,  and  holding  his  peace, 

in  the  time  of  that  yonthly  age. 
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THE  NINETEENTH  NOUELL. 

How  Platarcht  did  beatehU  matij  and  ofpretie  taike  touching  sigttcs 

of'  auger, 

AvLUS  GelUus  demaundlng  of  die  philosopher  Taurus,  wheilier 
a  wise  man  could  be  angrief  Taurus  after  he  had  disputed  much  of 
that  aifectioD,  turned  tu  Gellius  and  said  :  *'  ITiis  is  mine  opinion 
of  the  angrie  man:  but  wliat  the  philosopher  Plutarchc  iudgcth 
thereof,  I  thincke  it  not  a  misse  to  tell  thee-.  Plutarche  had  a 
bondman  which  was  an  vnthrift  utid  wicked  vcrlet,  but  geueo  to 
learning  and  to  disputation  of  phllosophie,  whom  vppon  a  time 
be  did  beate,  making  him  to  put  of  lus  coale,  and  to  be  whipped, 
for  wliat  offence  1  know  not :  he  l>cgan  to  beatc  him :  the  fellow 
cryed  out,  lliai  he  had  dcscrued  no  cause,  whj-  he  ougiit  to  be  so 
beaten:  at  length  in  continuance  of  his  beating,  he  gaue  oucr  his 
crying  complaintes,  and  began  to  vlter  eamesie  and  serious 
woordes,  saying.  '  It  was  not  Plutarche  tlie  philosopher,  that 
beate  him :  (be  said)  it  was  a  shame  for  Plutarche  to  be  angrie> 
and  how  he  had  heard  him  many  times  dispute  of  that  vice  of 
anger,  and  yethe  had  written  a  goodly  booke  thereof;'  with  manye 
such  words.  '  Why,  (quoth  Plutarche,  witli  gentle  and  quiet 
deb«iting  of  the  matter :)  thou  lubbor,  do  I  seeme  to  be  angry  with 
thee''  Ooost  thou  either  by  my  countenaunce, by  my  Lalke,  by  my 
colour,  or  words,  perceyae  that  I  am  aogrie?  Nether  mine  eyes 
be  fierce,  nor  ray  mouth  troubled  :  I  cry  not  oute  a  loude:  I  chaufe 
not  in  rnge  or  fume :  I  speake  no  vnseemely  woordes,  whereof 
I  take  repentaunce  :  I  tremble  not:  all  which  be  signes 
and  tokens  of  anger :  which  pretle  notes  of  that  vn- 
seemely passion,  ought  to  minister  to  all  men, 
occasion  to  auoydc  that  vice.'" 


?!£  AftOPES    LABKE. 

THE  TWENTIETH  NOUELL. 

A  pretie  taU  dratcneout  of  the  harke  of^tope, 

iEsopE  of  Phrygia  is  not  vnworthely  demcd  a  wise  man.  For 
«o  much  as  he  admonidhcth  and  perswadeth  those  thinges  thai  be 
profitable,  not  seueiely  or  imperiously  as  philosophers  doe,  but  by 
prctye  and  pleasaunt  fables  be  indueth  the  mindcs  of  men  with 
holsome  and  pruuideni  instructions.  As  by  this  fable  of  the 
birdes  neste,  he  prcttly  and  aptly  doth  premonisli  that  hope  and 
confidence  of  thinges  attempted  by  man,  ought  to  be  fixed 
and  trusted  in  none  other  but  in  him  selfe.  A  litle  birde 
(saith  he)  called  the  larke,  builded  her  neste  in  a  wheate  field, 
and  when  the  wheate  was  ready  to  be  ripped,  her  yonge 
began  to  fledge:  therefore  flyinge  abroadc  to  seeke  meaie  for 
them,  shee  warned  them  that  if  there  fortuned  anye  newes  to  be 
done  or  spoken  in  her  absence,  they  should  giue  diligent  heede 
thereunto,  and  to  tell  her  when  she  retourned.  "Within  a  while 
after,  the  owner  of  the  come  called  a  yong  man,  his  sonne,  mto 
liim ,  (saying)  *'  Doest  thou  see  this  wheate  now  ripe  and  ready 
to  be  cut,  lacking  nothing  but  helpc  to  reape  the  same?  Gette 
thee  therefore  to  morowe  in  the  morningc  (so  soone  as  tlie  daye 
dotli  breake)  vnto  my  frcndes  and  neighbours,  and  praye  them  to 
come  and  hcipe  me  in  with  this  come  :**  and  so  depRrted.  When 
the  dammt?  retourned,  the  yonge  larkcs  in  trembling  and  fearefuU 
wise,  peping  and  chirping  about  their  mother,  prayed  her  to  make 
hast  to  seeke  some  other  place :  for  the  owner  of  the  wheat  had 
sent  for  his  frends,  to  be  there  the  next  day  by  times  to  haue  it  in. 
Their  damme  bad  them  to  be  of  good  cheere:  for,  "  If  the  owner 
(quoth  she)  do  refcrre  it  to  his  frendcs,  T  am  sure  the  wheate  shal 
not  be  cutte  downe  to  morowf,  and  therefore  wee  sliall  not  neede 
to  feare."  The  next  day  the  damme  Hew  abrode  again  for  foode, 
and  the  owner  waited  at  tlie  houre  appointed  for  his  frendes.  Tlie 
tunne  was  vp,  whose  beamea  shone  hot,  and  nothing  was  dune:  his 
frendes  came  not.  Then  he  said  againe  to  his  sonne ;  "  Me  thiuckc 
sonne  (quoth  he)  our  neighbours  be  slepere  and  tarrie  long:  goe, 
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calJ  I  pray  thee,  our  kinsfolke  and  cosins^,  ihat  they  maye  helpe 
V8  to  morowe  betimes.'*  W* hich  saying  the  yong  larlces  ones  againe 
afraid,  tolde  their  damme  when  she  returned  :  the  damme  still  per- 
swaded  them  to  be  of  good  cheere,  and  not  to  feare :  "  For  kinsfolke 
in  these  dayes,  be  so  siacke  to  do  good  deedea  (quoth  she)  and  to 
helpe  their  owne  stocke  and  kinred,  thai  tliey  bee  loothe  to  take 
paines, specially  at  so  short  and  sodaine  warning:  ncuerthelesse, 
fairc  byrdes,  (qnoth  shee)  barken  what  shatbe  said  againe  and  tell 
mee."     The  next  morning  the  old  Inrkc  went  forth  againe  for  food 
and  forage,  and  the  kinsfolke  and   cosins  came  not,  according  to 
the  owners  request.    At   length   the  owner  saide  to  his  sonne: 
"  Adieu  my  frendes  and  kinsemen:  to  morow  in  the  morning,  bring 
hither  two  sickles,  the  one  for  mee,  and  the  other  for  thy  sclfe, 
and  wee  with  our  owne  hands,  wil  cut  downe  this  wheaie."    The 
mother  larke,  hearing  her  yong  ones  tel  this  talc  at  her  retoume : 
"  Ye  marie  my  babes  (quoth  shee)  now  it  is  time  to  be  gone :  for 
the  thing  whereof  the  owner  huth  spoken  so  long,  shal  now  be 
done  in  deede,  sith  he  purposeth   to  do  the  same  himselfe,  and 
trustcth  to  none  other."     VVhereuppon  the  larke  tokevp  her  yong 
ones,  and  went   to  lahabite  in  some  other  place :  and  the  come 
accordinglye,  was  cutte  downe  by  the  owner.  This  fable  jEsope  re- 
poreth,  premonishing  men  to  beware  of  lighte  hope,  and  vaine 
truste,  to  be  reposed  in   frends  and  kinsfolke.    And  tlte  same 
Q.£nnius  in  his  satyres,  very  elegantlyc  in  trim  verses  hatli  des- 
cribed the  two  laste,  whereof  worthie  to  be  had  in  harte  and 
memorie,  I  haue  thought  good  to  remember. 

Alwatfesjixefa&t  in  breast. 

In  prompt  and  readi^  wise: 
This  prouerbe  olde  and  true, 

A  sentence  of  the  wise: 
The  thing  do  not  expect e. 

By  frends  for  to  atchieue: 
Which  thou  thy  selfe  canst  doe, 

Thy  uifefor  to  reiieue* 
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74  AMTIOCHUS  AND   HANNIBALL. 

THE  TWENTY-FIRST  NOUELL. 

J  merie  geste,  vttered  bj/  Hanniball  to  king  Antiochm, 

Antiochus  making  great  preparatioD  and  furniture*  to  inferre 

wanes  vpon  the  Komaines,   decked   his   armte  with   siluer  and 

golden  ensignes  and  pendentes,  wherein  he  had  plentie  of  wagons, 

ctkariottt  and  elrphantes  with   towers,  his  bande  of  horsemen  glil* 

tered  gU)riouslie,  with  gotdrn  bridies,  trappers,  barhes,  and  such 

like.     The  king   beholdingej  in  glorious   and  reioysiug  wise,  his 

guye  and  beautiful]  annie:    loked  towards  Hauuiba],  and  said: 

"  How  saiest  thou  Hannibal  ?  thinkest  thou  tbat  these  thinges  be 

not  ynough  and  sufficient  to  match  with  the  Romaynes  r"  Hannibal 

mocking  and  deluding  the  cowardues  and  weakenes  of  his  soul- 

diours,  clad  in  those  precious  and  costlie  furnitures,  saide.    "  Alt 

these  thinges  be  ynough  and  ynough  againe  for  the  Romaines, 

although  they  were  the  most  couetous  men  of  the  world." 

Ttie  king  vnderstoode  Hannibal,  that  he  had  meant 

of  the  noraber  of  his  souldiours,  and  of  their 

brauerie.     But  hee  meant  of  the  pray  and 

spoile,  which   the  Romaines    should 

winne  and  gette. 
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THE  TWENTY-SECOND  NOUELL. 

The  marueihus  knotcledge  of  a  Lion,  being  acquainted  with  a  man^ 
called  jindrodus. 

There  chaunced  to  be  certaine  playes  and  games  at  Rome,  wfier 
were  many  monstruuus  and  cruel  beastcs :  but  amonges  all  thos^ 
beastes,  the  hugenesse  and  cruoH  aspectes  of  the  lions  were  had 
in  greatest  wonder,  especially  of  one:  which  lion  was  of  an  huge 
and  greate  bignesse,  hauiuge  a  terrible  voyce,  his  clawes  strelclicd 
forthj  his  bristles  and  heare  vprighte,  beholdingc  with  his  fierce 
and  deadly  eyes,  all  the  multitude  standing  by.  Tlicre  was 
brought  in  to  tight  with  the  lion  amonges  al  the  rest,  one  Andro- 
dus  a  Dacian  borne,  the  bondman  of  a  great  personage,  of  the 
consular  order,  whom  the  lion  beholding  a  farre  of,  sodenly  stoode 
still :  and  afterwards  by  litle  and  litle,  in  gende  sort  he  came  vnto 
the  man,  as  though  hp  linH  L-nnwen  him  *  vagging  lii«  tuite  like  a 
vpaniel  fawning  vpon  his  maistcr,  and  Uckcd  the  handes  and 
legges  of  the  poore  felow,  which  for  feare  was  almost  dead. 
This  Androdus  perccyuing  the  Hatteries  of  this  fierce  beast,  re- 
eouered  comforie,  and  earnestly  viewed  and  marked  the  lion.  Tlien 
they  began  to  enter  into  mutual  acquaintaunce,  one  reioycing  at 
an  odiers  metiog.  Upon  which  straung  euent,  the  people  rayscd 
great  shoutes  and  acclamations:  wherupon  Androdus  was  called 
before  the  emperourc,  and  demaunded  the  cause,  wliy  that  most 
cruell  beast  did  in  thatsorte,  fawneand  fauourhim  aboue  all  other. 
Androdus  tould  a  maruaylous  and  straungehistorye  uf  the  cause 
thereof,  saying  :  '*  If  it  please  your  maicstie,  when  my  lorde  and 
maister  did  by  the  office  of  proconsull  gouemc  Africa,  I  throughe 
his  causelesse  stripes  and  dailye  whippinges,  was  forced  lo  runne 
awaye.  And  when  I  had  gotten  pardon  of  the  liefetcnauute  of 
that  countrie,  to  remaine  there,  1  withdrew  my  selfe  into  tlie 
deserts  and  voide  places:  and  lacking  meate  to  ease  tlie  paine  of 
hunger,  I  determined  by  some  meanes,  to  seeke  mine  owne 
death.  It  chaunced  about  the  midde  of  the  day,  when  the  sunne 
was  ferueot  hot,  1  entred  into  a  caue,  wliich  was  farre  from  habita- 
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lion,  verye  wide  anH  large.    WhereuntOj  within  a  while  after,  thiii 
lion  resorted,  hauing  one  of  his  feete  bloudie  and  hurt:  for  paine 
whej-eof,  he  vltered  much  mono  and  sorrow,  bewayling  the  griefe, 
and  anguishe  of  tlie  sore.     When  I  saw  the  lion,  ray  hart  began 
to  quake   for  feare,  but  bcinge  come  in,  as  it  were  into  his  owne 
habitation  (for  so  il  shoulde  appeare,)  perceyuinge  me  to  go  abonte 
to  hide  myselfe  a  farre  of,  he  like  a  mildc  and  gentle  beast  came 
vnto  mc,  holding  vp  his  foote,  reaching  the  same  to  me,  as  though 
he  desired  helpe  and  reliefe  at  my  handes.    Wherewithal!  1  pluck- 
ed out  of  his  foote  a  siubbe,  which  stucke  betweene  the  pawea 
thereof,  and  taking  a  litlc  salue,  which  f   liad  in  my  bosome,  I 
thrust  it  into  the  bottomc  of  the  wounde,  and  diligently  without 
any  further  feare,  I   dryed  vp   the  wound,  and  wiped  away  the 
blond  thereof:  wherewith  the  lion  being  eased,  resting  his  foote 
in  my  handes,  he  laye  downe  to  rcfreshe  him  selfe.     From  that 
day  duringe  the  space  of  three  yeares,  the  lion  and  1  continued 
together,  and  liued  with  like  fare :  the  fattest  and  best  morsels  of 
those  beastes»  whirh  he  prayed,  he  Hid   pnpr  bring  nie  into  the 
caue :  which  meate  because  I  had  no  fire,  I  rested  in  the  heate  of 
the  sunne,  and  did  eate  the  same  with  good  stomacke.     But  when 
I  began  to  waxe  weary  of  that  kinde  of  diet,  vpon  a  time  the  lion 
being  abroad,  I  foraoke  the  caue,  and  trauailing  almost  the  space 
of  three  dayes,  I  was  espied  and  taken  uf  the  souldiours,  and 
brought  home  to  my  maister  out  of  Africa  to  Rome  :  who  inune- 
diatlie  eondempned  mee  to   be  deuoured  of  beastes.   And  now  I 
perceiue  that  this  lion  sithcns  I  lefte  his  companie  is  taken,  and 
dotli  acquite  that  good  toume  and  cure,  which  I  shewed  him 
then."    The  people  hearing  the  discourse  of  this  straunge  fact, 
made  suite  that  the  felow  might  be  pardoned,  and  set  at  libertie: 
and  the  lion   by  gencrall  voyce  was  giuen  vnto  him  for  reward. 
Afterwards   Androdus  caried   the  lion   abrode  the   citie  in  a  litle 
corde,  and  had  muche  money  giuen  him  :  and  the  lion  was  decke<l 
and  beautified  with  flowers,    and  euery   man  that  met 
ihem,  did  vse  to  say : — "  This  is  the  lion  the  frend 
of  this  man,  and  this  is  the  man,  tlie 
phisitioii  of  the  lion.'* 
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THE  TWENTY-THIRD   NOUELL. 

A  pfetie  disputation  of  the  philompher  PhauoriniUf  to  persrtade  a 
woman  not  to  put  forth  her  child  to  nursse,  but  to  uottrisJte  it  her 
se/fe  with  her oane  mitke. 

It  was  told  to  the  philosopher  Phauorinus,  that  the  wife  of  one  of 
his  sectators  and  scholers  was  brought  a  bedde  of  a  sonne.  "  Letvs 
go  (quoth  Phauoriniia)  to  visitc  the  childwife,  and  to  gratulate 
the  father  for  the  ioy  of  his  sonne."  When  they  were  entred  the 
hoQse,  after  hee  had  saluted  the  good  man,  according  to  the  cus- 
tomer he  asked  the  wife  how  shedid,  and  prayed  the  Goristosende 
her  good  footing,  and  then  inquired  of  her  tranej,  and  painfull 
panges.  When  he  vnderstode  that  her  trauel  was  greate,  and  her 
bodye  weake  with  watchingc,  howbeit  somewhat  comforted  witli 
sleepe  which  she  had  taken,  he  determined  to  enter  into  further 
talke.  "  I  duubt  not  gossip  (quoth  he)  but  that  you  purpose  to  nou- 
rish your  sonne  your  selfc."  The  mother  of  the  woman  hearing  him 
say  so,  began  to  pray  pardon,  and  said,  that  her  doughter  might 
not  both  sustaine  paine  in  the  birth,  and  also  trouble  to  nourish  it 
herselfe,  "  I  pray  thee  moilier,  said  Phauorinus,  to  suffer  thy 
donghter  to  be  the  whole  and  intire  mother  of  her  owne  sonne. 
What  kinde  of  holfe  and  vnperfecte  mothers  be  they,  which  so  sone 
as  they  bedeliuered  do,  against  nature,  by  and  by  thruste  the  child 
awaye  from  them  f  Can  tliey  nourishc  with  their  owne  bloud,  the 
thing  which  they  see  not,  and  wil  they  not  vouchsafe,  to  bestow 
their  milke  vppon  that,  which  is  now  a  lyuing  creature,  crying  out 
before  their  faces  for  the  mothers  heipe,  and  dutie  r  O  thou  vnkinde 
woman,  doest  thuu  thtncke  that  nature  hath  giuen  thee  two  breastes 
fornothiuge  els,  but  to  beautific  and  adorne  thy  bodic,  and  not  to 
gine  sucke  to  thy  children?  In  like  sort  many  prodigious  and 
monstnious  women,  haue  dried  vp  and  extinguished  that  moste  sa* 
cred  fcuntaine  of  the  body,  the  educatour  of  mankinde :  not  with- 
out peril  of  iheirpersons:  as  though  the  same  were  a  disgracing  of 
their  beautie  and  comlinesse.  The  like  also  some  do  attempt  by 
dcuisea  and  snbtile  secretes  to  extrude  theyr  conceptions,  that  the 
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swelling  of  iheir  body,  might  not  irrigate  and  wrinckle  their  faces, 
and  that  their  paineful  labours  and  great  burdens,  do  not  make 
them  looke  olde  in  their  youthly  dayes.  And  like  as  it  is  generally 
to  be  abhorred,  that  man  in  his  first  beginnings,  (when  he  is  fash- 
ioned, and  inspired  with  hfe>  and  in  the  handes  of  the  cunning  and 
wise  woman,  dame  Nature,)  should  be  killed  and  slaine:  euen  so 
with  not  much  lesse  detestation  ii  is  to  be  had  and  comptcd,  when 
he  is  perfecte  and  borne,  and  the  childe  of  thine  owne  bloude,  to  be 
depriued  firom  his  due  sustenance.  But  it  is  do  matter  (wil  som 
say)  with  whose  milke  bee  be  nourccd,  so  bee  receiue  milke  and 
liue.  The  like  may  be  said  to  that  man  which  is  so  dull  in  per- 
ceyuing  the  prouidence  of  nature,  tliat  what  matter  liad  it  been  in 
whose  bodye,  and  with  whose  bloud,  he  himsdfe  bad  been  formed 
and  brought  into  light.  Hath  not  she  which  nowe  respireth,  and 
with  beauty  waxeth  white  and  fayrc,  the  same  bloud  now  in  her 
breastes,  which  was  before  rcmayningc  in  her  wombe?  Is  not  the 
wysedome  of  nature  manifest  in  this,  that  uftcr  the  cuuning  workman 
the  bloud,  hath  framed  in  the  inward  parts  euery  body  of  man, 
straight  way  when  the  time  of  byrihe  approcheth,  the  same  blonde 
infudcth  himselfe  into  the  vpper  panes,  and  is  readie  to  nourishe 
the  rudimeates  of  lyfe  and  lighte,  offcringe  acquaintaunce  and 
familiar  sustinance  to  tlie  new  home?  Wherefore  in  vaine  is  not 
that  report  and  beliefe,  that  like  i\s  the  force  and  nature  of  the  ge- 
neration seede  is  able  to  shape  the  similitudes  of  the  mind  and 
body,  euen  so  the  qualities  and  properties  of  the  milke,  do  auaylc 
to  hke  eflcct.  Which  ihinge  is  not  onelyc  marked  in  men,  but 
also  in  brute  bcastes.  For  if  kiddes  be  sockled  vpwythewes  milke, 
and  lambes  wyih  goales,  the  woll  of  ihoue  will  grow  more  rough 
and  hard,  and  the  heare  of  theotlier  more  tender  and  soft.  In  trees 
also  and  fruites,  there  is  for  the  most  part,  a  greater  force  and  pow* 
er  in  the  nature  of  the  soile  anil  water  where  they  grow,  eyther 
for  the  pruning  and  planting,  then  there  is  if  straunge  impcs  and 
seedes  be  grified  and  sowen  there.  And  many  times  you  see,  that 
a  fruitfull  tree,  caried  and  set  in  an  other  placc^  dccayeth,  throughe 
the  nature  uf  the  ground  more  bairen.  What  reason  is  this  then, 
to  corrupt  the  noble  nature  of  tins  borne  cbildc,  whose  body  and 
luinde,  is  well  begunue  wyth  naturall  beginniages  to  infect  the 
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the  same  wyth  ihe  degenerate  food  of  straung  milke.  Specially 
if  she  to  whom  you  shall  put  forth  this  childe  lo  glue  sucke,  be 
eyther  a  bonde  and  seruile  woman,  and  (as  commonly  it  chanach 
eth)  of  a  forrcn  and  barbarous  nation,  be  she  wicked,  ill  fauoured, 
whorish  or  drmiken.  For  diners  times  without  difference,  children 
be  put  foorth  to  suche  aoui-asesi  whose  bonestieand  conditional  in 
the  tynie  of  the  putting  foorth,  be  vtterly  vnknowen.  Shall  we 
suffer  therefore  this  our  infant  to  be  corrupted  with  pestiferous 
railke  ?  Shall  we  abyde  a  newe  nature  and  spirite,  to  bee  renued 
in  his  mynde  and  bodyc,  dcriued  from  that  whiche  is  moste  vile 
and  wicked  :  Muche  like  to  the  same,  whiche  many  tymes  wee  see 
and  wonder,  liowe  diuers  chyldreii  borne  of  chaste  and  honest  wo- 
men, hauc  bodies  and  qualities  farre  discrepant  from  their  honest 

i  parentes.     Wherefore  very  trimlie  and  cunningly  Maro  folowiug 

B       Homeres  verses,  dotli  say,  speaking  of  the  cniel  nature  of  Achillea  : 

^B  Sir  Peleus  that  gentle  knight^ 

^^^^_  Wai  not  thif  father  sitrfy 

^^^^V  Nor  yet  thif  dame  fa  ire  Thetis  was 

^^^^V  Whose  grace  the  goddes  did  /are: 

^^^^^^^m        The  raging  seatandstonie  roekes, 

^^^^^^^f  Did  bring  thee  forth  to  light: 

^  Thy  nature  is  so  bloudie  bent, 

^^^^^  So  fierce  in  cruell  fight. 

^H  He  did  not  herein  reprehende  the  birth  of  Achilles,  but  the  na- 

^P       tiu-e  of  the  cmell  and  sauage  beaste  tliat  broughte  him  vp  :  for 
he  added  this  of  his  owiie. 

And  the  Hircan  Tigres  did  giue  him  siicke. 
And  iruely  the  condicion  of  the  noursse,  and  nature  of  tlie  milke, 
disposeth  almost  the  greater  part  of  the  cliildes  condition,  whiche 
(notwithstanding  the  fathers  secde,  and  creation  of  the  bodie  and 
mynde,  within  the  mothers  wombe)dotli  nowc  in  the  beginning  of 
his  nouriture,  configurate  and  frame  a  newe  disposilioa  in  him. 
Moreouer  who  can  sayc  the  contrarie,  but  that  such  women  a.s  put 
tljeir  children  from  them,  deliuering  them  to  bee  nourced  of  other, 
doe  cut  of,  naye,  rather  doe  wype  awaye  and  extinguyshe,  that 
bande  and  increase  of  mynde  and  affection,  that  doeth  consociate 
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and  ioyne  in  nature,  the  parentes  towarde  their  children.     For 

when  the  childe  is  put  forth  to  an  other  place  and  remoued  from 

the  mothers  sighte,  the  vigor  and  teadraiiessc  of  her  affection,  is  by 

lille  and  little  forgutten,  and  out  of  tnemorie,  and  the  dere>it  care 

of  her  tender  babe,  groweth  to  vtter  silence.     The  sending  awaye 

of  the  chylde  to  an  other  nourice,  is  not  muche  inferiour  to  the 

forge tfuln esse  that  chaunceth  when  death  doihe  take  it  awajc. 

Agayne,  the  affection,  the  1  one,  and  familiaritie  of  the  chylde,  is 

prone  to  her  that  giueth  it  sucke.     And  so  as  it  is  euidently  seene 

in  them  that  be  put  foorth,  the  chylde  takcth  no  knoweledgc,  or 

desire  of  the  ownc  motlier,  that  brought  it  forth.     Tlierefore,  when 

the  elementes  and  beginnings  of  natural  pietie  and  loue  be  one« 

abandoned  and  defaced,  howe  soeuer  suche  children,  in  that  sorte 

brought  \'p,  siiall  secme  to  loue  the  parentes,  yet  for  the  moste  part, 

it  is  no  pure  and  natural!  affection,  but  rather  a  suposed  and 

ciuile  loue."     Thus  this  noble  Philosopher  giueth  coun- 

sayle  to  euery  good  mother,  not  to  be  ashamed  or 

grieued,  to  bringe  vp  her  childe  with  her  own 

milke,  aftct  her  greatest  payne  past^ 

whom  before  with  her  owne 

bloud,  she  disdained  not 

to  fecde  in  her  owne 

bodie. 
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THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  NOUELL. 

Of  Sertoriia  a  nobfe  Homaine  capitaine. 

Like  as  in  a  good  captoine,  chosen  out  by  any  prince  and  mo- 
narche,  to  serue  la  his  warres  and  exploytes,  manhode  and  vali- 
auDce  is  to  be  desired  and  wished :  eiien  so  in  the  same  a  politique 
minde,  to  forecaste  and  prcuente,  as  well  the  saufetie  and  good 
gouernement  of  his  owne  charge,  as  the  nnoyaiince  of  the  eneuiie 
is  to  be  desired.     Cicero  in  liis  oration  Pro  lege  Manilia,  afBrineth 
fower  thingcs,  mete  to  be  in  a  genejall  or  lieutenaunte.     That  is 
to  save  :  Scietttia  rei  militarise  virtus,  aHthoritas,fccHcita$y  know- 
ledgeof warfare, inanliode,aulJiurilie,andgood fortune.    Knowledge 
and  experience,  in  choyce  of  his  souldiours,  in  trayning  the  igno- 
raunt,  in  lodging  the  campe,  in  politique  order  howe  to  dispose 
the  scoutes  and  walche,  in  making  the  approche,  and  defence  of 
the  armie  lodged,  with  other  uccessarie  orders,  incident  to  the  same. 
In  manhode,  boldlie  to  aduenture,  warely  to  retire,  paciently  to 
suffer  misfortune,  hardly  to  lie,  sparely  to  fare,  stoutlie  to  abide 
stormes  and  coMe  weather.     Inauthoritic  wisclie  to  goucme,  gent- 
ly to  spcake,  iuslly  to  threaten,  deseruedlj'  to  punishc,  mercifully 
to  forgiue,  liberally  to  deuide,  and  louingly  to  be  obeied.     And  in 
fclicitie  and  good  successe,  to  honour  God :  to  be  faithful!  to  the 
prince,  to  prcuente  the  enemy,  not  to  triumphe  before  the  victorie, 
to   be  constant   in   froward  fortune,  and  cunigious   in  extremitie. 
Al  wliich  and  many  other,  are  very   mete  and  requisite  in  him, 
that  shalbe  put  in  tnist,  by  his  soueraigne  lorde  or  ladie,  to  aduen- 
ture  the  painful  charge  of  a  deputie,  general,  Heutenauut,  or  cap- 
taine.    Whereof,  or  in  the  chiefeat  of  the  same  this  noble  gentle- 
man Sertorius,  a  captaine  of  the  Koraaine  citie,  in  time  of  Ma- 
rius  and  Sylla,  when  tlie  citie  of  Kome  were  at  ciuile  discention, 
had  greate  skil  and  knowledge.     For  besides  his  experience  in  the 
warres  (as  PlutarchL*  saith  iu  his  life)  hee  was  very  abstinente  from 
pleasures,  and  contineute  in  other  disorders,  a  rare  thing  in  men  of 
bis  calling.     But  because  I  purpose  not  to  staye  in  the  full  dis- 
course of  his  vertues  and  qualities,  I  meane  but  to  toache  in  this 
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nouell,  so  muche  as  Aulus  Gcllius  (in  whom  I  am  novr  conncr- 
sant)  doth  of  him  make  remcmbrauDce.  Refcrriog  the  studious 
reader,  desirous  to  know  the  state  of  liis  hfe  and  doinges,  to  the 
plcntifull  recorders  of  such  memorable  and  worthie  personages  : 
Plutarclic  de  vilis  Hhstrium,  and  Appianus  de  ciuUi  Homanorum 
belh*  Which  beinge  Greeke  autliours,  be  very  eloquently  transit 
ted  in  tlie  Latine,  thone  by  Guliclmus  Xilander  1561,  and  thother 
by  Sigismundus  Gelenius  1554.  This  Sertorius  was  of  a  preg- 
nauDt  witte,  and  therewithal!  a  noble  captaine,  very  skiliiill  in  the 
vae  and  gouomement  of  an  armye.  In  distressc  and  harde  aduen- 
tnxes,  hec  practised  for  pollicie,  to  make  lies  to  his  souldiours,  to 
proae  if  they  coulde  preuaile.  He  vsed  countertait  letters,  to 
imagine  dreames,  and  to  conferre  false  religions,  to  irje  if  those 
thingcs  could  serue  his  tourne,  in  comforting  and  couraging  his 
soutdiours.  Amonges  al  the  factes  of  Sertorius,  this  insuing  was 
very  notable  and  famous.  A  white  suigge  of  cxceding  beauty 
and  liuely  swetenrsse,  was  giuen  vuto  hkn  by  a  Lusitanian :  he 
perswadcd  euery  man,  that  the  same  was  deliuered  vnto  him  by 
the  goddes,  and  how  the  goddessc  Diana  had  inspired  that  beast  to 
admonishe  and  leache  what  was  meete  and  profitable  :  tmd  when 
hewcntc  about  to  cause  his  souldiours  to  adueuture  anye  hard  and 
difficile  exploit:  he  affirmed,  that  the  staggc  had  giuen  him 
warning  thereof,  whichc  they  vniuersally  beleucd,  and  willingly 
obeyed,  as  tJiough  the  same  had  been  sent  downe  from  the  gods 
in  decde.  The  same  stagge  vpon  a  time,  when  newes  came  that 
the  enemy e  had  made  incursion  into  his  campe,  amased  with  the 
haste  and  lurmoile,  ranne  awaye  and  hid  him  selfe  in  a  marishe 
harde  adioyuing.  Aftcrwardes  being  sought  for,  hee  was  supposed 
to  be  dead.  Within  fewe  dayes  alter,  tidinges  was  brought  to  Ser- 
torius tliatthe  stagge  waa  founde.  The  messenger  was  commauud- 
cd  by  him  to  holde  liis  peace,  and  threatened  to  be  punished,  if 
he  did  disclose  it.  The  next  day,  the  same  messenger  was  ap- 
pointed sodainly  to  brmg  the  slagge  into  the  place,  where  he  and 
his  freodes  did  consulte  together.  When  they  were  assembled  he 
tolde  them  howe  the  daye  after  that  he  had  lost  his  stagge,  he 
dreamed  that  be  was  come  againe,  and  according  to  his  custome, 
lolde  hun  that  was  needefull  to  be  done.     Then  Sertorius  making 
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a  signe,  to  haae  the  order  fulfilled,  whiche  he  had  geuen  the  daye 
before,  by  and  by  the  stagge  brake  into  the  chamber.    Where- 
withal! a  great  shoute  was  made,  and  an  admiration  raysed  of  that 
chaunce.    Whiche  credulitie  of  the  barbarous  countries  senied 
Sertorius  toume  in  his  weightie  affaires.    A  worthy  matter 
also,  is  to  be  remembrcd  of  him,  that  no  souldiour  that 
euer  serued  him,  of  those  vnciuile  countries   (that 
tooke  his  part)  did  neuer  reuolte  or  forsake 
him,  although  those  kinde  of 
people    be    moste 
inconstant. 
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OF   THIE    BOOKKS   OP  BTBILLA. 


THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  NOUELL. 

Of  the  bookts  of  SybiUa, 

In  auncient  chronicles,  these  things  appere  in  mcmoric,  touch- 
inge  the  bookes  of   Sybilla.      A  straunge  and  vnkuowen  old 
woman,  repaired  to  the  Romaine  kyng  Tarquinius  Superbus,  bear- 
iner  in  her  armes  nine  bookes,  whiche  she  sayde  were  deuine  ora- 
cles, and  offered  them  to  be  solde.     Tarquinius  demaunded  the 
price.     Tlie  woman  asked  a  wonderful!  somme.     The  king  making 
ftcmblauQcc  as  though  the  olde  woman  doted,  began   to  laughe. 
Then  shee  gotte  fyrc  in  a  clxafing  dishc,  and  burned  three  bookes 
of  the  nyne.     She  asked  the  kyng  again,  if  he  would  hane  the 
sixe  for  that  prise,  wherat  the  king  laughed  in  more  ample  sorte. 
Baying:  "  that  the  oldc  woman  no  doubt  did  dote  in  deede."     By 
and  by  she  burned  other  tiiree,  humbly  demaunding  the  king  the 
like  question,  if  he  would  buye  the  reste  for  that  price.     Where- 
vpon  the  kyng  more  earuestlye  gaue  hede  to  her  requcste,  think- 
ing the  constante  dcmaundes  of  the  woman  not  to  be  in  vain, 
bought  the  tliree  bookes  that  remained  for  no  lesse  price,  then  was 
required  for  the  whole.     Thcrewithall  the  woman  departed  from 
Tarquinius,  and  was  neuer  scene  after.     These  bookes  were  kept 
in  the  Capitolc  at  Home,  whereunto  the  Romaines  resorted,  when 
they  purposed  to  aske  counsayle  of  the  goddes.     A  good  example 
for  wyse  men  to  beware,  howc  they  despyae  or  neglecte  auncient 
bookes  and  monumentes.     Many  the  like  in  this  realme  haue  l^enc 
defaced,  founde  in  religious  houses,  whiche  nodoubtewoulde  haue 
conduced  great  viilitie  and  profile  botli  to  tlie  common  wcaltli  and 
countrie,   if    they     had    bene   rcscrucd   and   kepte,  whiche 
bookes  by  the  ignoraunt,  haue  ben  tome  and  raised,  to 
the  great  griefe  of  those  that  be  learned,  and  of 
them  tliat  aspire  to  learning  and  vertue. 


A  difference  and  controuersie  betwetie  a  maister  and  a  schoHer,  so 
subtile  that  the  iudges  coulde  not  geue  sentence. 


DiUERS  ihingcs  be  written,  wliichc  although  they  seme  of  litle 
import^uDce,  yet  they  be  wittic  and  comfortable  to  recreate  ho- 
nest mtndes  iuid  deaerue  to  be  tiad  in  remembrauncc.  Lmongs 
whiehe  AuJus  Gellius  (who  reporteth  tenneof  the  former  hislories, 
selected  out  of  his  booke  De  noclibua  alticis)  remembretli  this 
pretie  controuersie.  Jn  Athenes  there  was  a  yong  man,  called 
Euaihlus,  who  being  desirous  to  be  an  orator,  and  a  pleading  ad- 
uocate,  to  the  intent  he  might  postulate,  according  to  the  accus- 
tomed mancr  of  Alhenes  in  those  daies,  accorded  vj>on  a  price, 
with  a  renowned  oratour  named  Protagoras,  that  he  should  In- 
struct him  timt  arte,  for  a  price  agreed  vpon  betwene  them,  vpoa 
condicion  that  the  schoUer  should  pay  the  one  half  of  the  money 
before  hande  vnto  his  maister,  and  the  reste  at  such  time  as  he 
should  proue  to  be  an  aduocate,  so  well  instructed,  as  the  first 
matter,  which  he  did  pleade,  he  should  obtaine  sentence  on  his 
side,  and  gayne  for  his  labour  and  Industrie.  But  if  sentence 
were  pronounced  against  hym,  he  shuuldnot  be  bounde  to  paye  the 
same.  Vppon  tiiis  conclusion^  titc  maister  taughte  hyui  with 
greate  diligence,  tlie  vttcrmoste  of  his  knowledge  in  that  arte. 
The  scholter  againe  learned  and  receyued  his  leaching,  with  greate 
prompitude  and  readinesse  of  witte.  Wlien  Protagoras  hadde 
taught  him  tlie  vttermo&c  of  his  knowledge  :  the  scholler  Euath- 
lus,  to  defraude  hyra  of  tl»e  reste  of  his  money,  determined  neuer 
to  be  aduocate,  whose  craft  Protagoras  |>erceiuing,  cited  him  by 
writte,  to  appeare  before  the  iudge,  to  aunswerc  the  reste  of  the 
bargainc.  When  they  were  botli  come  in  the  iudges  presence, 
Protagoras  spake  to  his  scholer  in  this  wyse  :  "  Euathlus,  the 
bargaine  betweene  vs,  thou  canst  not  chose  hut  confessc  and  ac- 
knowledge, whiche  in  eflect  is  this.  It  wns  agreed  that  I  should 
tcache  thee,  the  arte  of  pleading,  unfl  in  the  Hrst  matter  whiche 
thou  diddest  pronounce  and  sentence  giuen  on  thy  parte,  thou 
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shouldeat  paye  me  the  oUicr  halfe  of  ihc  money  (for  the  first  moi- 
tic  [  rcceiuetl  before  hanile)  and  nowe  to  auoyde  llie  satisfaction 
thereof  (ahliough  tliou  knowcst,  that  I  haue  full  well  descrued  it) 
thou  to  defraudc  mc  of  my  duetie,  refusest  to  be  an  aduocate.  But 
1  wil  tell  ihce,  this  thy  determination  is  but  raync  and  frustrate: 
for  1  haue  intant^led  thee  in  suche  nettes,  as  thou  canst  not  escape: 
but  by  one  meane  or  other  thou  ahalt  be  forced  to  pay  mee.  For 
if  the  iud^edoe  condcmpne  ihcc,  then  niaugre  thy  head  thoushalt 
be  conslravned :  and  if  contrariwyse  sentence  be  giueu  on  thy 
side,  Uiou  shalt  be  likcwyse  bounde  w  pay  me,  by  thy  verie  coue 
naunt,  sithens  thou  art  bounde,  when  thou  plcadest  first,  and  sen- 
tence should  be  giuen  in  liiy  behulfe.  Doe  nowe  then  what  thou 
liste,  for  in  fine  thou  shalt  be  forced  to  paye  me,  in  despite  of  thy 
teethe."  All  the  assistantcst  held  with  Protagoras,  affirming  his 
suite  to  be  very  reasonable.  Notwithstanding  Euathlus  with  a 
boldespirile,aunswered  for  him  selfe  in  this  manor:  "  Sir  Protago- 
ras, it  semcth  vnto  you  that  1  am  conuicted,  but  Maye  a  whyleand 
giuemeleaue  to  s{>eake:  and  then  you  shall  percciue  inwhutwyse 
1  will  confounde  your  argument.  Here  you  haue  brought  your 
action  against  me,wherof  1  irustevpon  my  reasonable  answere  be- 
fore the  iudgcs,  to  be  discharged.  For  if  by  this  your  pleading, 
by  circumstaunces  and  arte  of  an  oratour,  wliiche  you  haue  vsed 
in  all  your  discourse,  the  matter  shall  fall  so  out  as  sentence  be 
giuen  on  your  side,  then  the  bargayne  made  betwene  vs  is  voyde 
and  of  none  effectc,  bicause  I  losing  the  profile  of  my  firste  plead- 
ing :  wherein  by  our  agrement  sentence  should  be  geucn  on  my 
behalfe,  the  same  bargaine  is  not  accomplished.  For  you  should 
be  payde  tlie  moitie  of  the  money  behinde  with  that  commoditie 
which  i  did  gayne  by  my  first  pleading :  tor  whichc  cause,  there  is 
no  reason  but  1  must  bee  discharged  of  your  dcraaunde."  After 
tliis  debating  of  the  matter,  the  iudges  wayed  with  nrgumentcs  of 
both  parts  whiche  semed  so  doublfiill  vnto  them,  that  knowing  not 
bowe  to  giue  sentence,  they  suspended  the  processe. 

The  same  Aulus  Gellius,  reciteth  an  other  lyke  question,  whiche 
hee  refcrreih  to  Plinie,  as  the  firste  auihour  thereof.  There  was  a 
lawe  (sayeth  hce)  in  a  certayne  citie,  that  what  so  euer  hee  were, 
ihat  committed  any  valiaunte  facte  of  armes,  the  thyng  that  he 


PBOTAGOBA8  AND  BVATBtHS. 


87 


flemaunded,  whatsoeuer  it  were,  should  be  ^raunted  vnto  him.     It 
chaunrcd  tliat  a  certayne  pcrsone  did  this  worthy  acte,  and  re- 
quired that  a  man's  wife  (whom  he  derely  loued)  should  be  giuen 
vnto  him :  wliiche  wyfc  by  force  and   vertue  of  the  lawe,  was  ac- 
cordingly deliuej-ed.     But  afterwardes  the  man,  from  wbome  his 
wyfe  was  taken,  did  the  lyke  facte,  and  demaanding  his  wyfe  to 
be  redeliuered  vnto  him  agayn,  sayde  vnto  him  that  had  her:  "  If 
thou  wilt  obserue  the  lawe,  tliou  must  of  force  deli uer  vnto  me,  my 
w^^e,  but  if  thou  do  not  like  the  lawe,  thou  oughtest  yet  to  render 
iier  vnto  me,  as  mine  owne."    The  other aunswcred  him  in  like 
»orte :  "  If  thou  obserue  the  lawe,  this  woman  is  myue, 
for  1  haue  first  wonne  her  by  the  lawe :  but  if  thou 
do  not  approue  the  lawe,  thou  hast  no  right 
to  demaundc  her,  shee  nowc  being  myne." 


THE  tOUB  OF  ANTIOCUUS 


THETWENTY^EUENTH  NOUELL. 


Seigucus  king  of  Anhj  gnuc  his  itt^e  to  his  oatte  sonne  in  manage, 
beirig  his  mother  in  iawe:  nho  io  Jeruently  did  iotte  her,  thai  he 
was  /ike  to  difj  rthiche  bif  a  ditcrete  and  rvi/se  inuentionj  teas  dis' 
couered  to  Seieucui  btf  a  Phisition, 

Although  the  wyse  philosupher  Plutarche,  elegantly  and  brieflye 
describ«th  this  historic,  in  the  life  of  Demetrius :  yet  bicausc  Ban- 
dello  aptlye  and  more  at  large  dolh  discourse  the  same,  I  thought 
good  to  npply  my  pen  to  his  stile.  Who  saith  that  Seleucus  king 
of  Babylon,  a  uiau  vehe  victorious  in  battaile,  was  amungs  the  suc- 
cessors of  Alexander  the  great,  the  moste  happie  and  fortunate: 
He  had  a  sonne  called  by  his  father's  name  Antiochus.  Aftor 
the  deceasse  of  his  wife,  his  sonne  increased  and  gauc  great  hope 
of  valiaunce  in  future  time,  to  become  a  valiant  gentleman  worthy 
of  suche  a  father.  And  being  ariued  to  xxiiii.  yeres  of  age,  it 
chaunced  that  his  faiher  fell  in  loue  with  a  very  fairc  yongc  gentle 
woman,  discended  of  great  parentage  (called  Stratonica)  whom  he 
tooke  to  wife,  and  made  her  Queene,  and  by  her  had  one  soune. 
Antiochus  seing  his  mother  in  lawe,  to  be  (besides  her  great  beau- 
tie)  a  cuxteous  and  gentle  Lady,  began  to  be  very  amerous  of  her, 
whose  hart  war  so  set  on  fire  (without  apparant  shew)  that  incre- 
dible  it  is  to  expresse  the  loue  that  he  bare  her.  And  yet  he 
thought  that  loue  to  be  vmiaturall  because  she  was  his  father's  wife, 
and  therefore  durst  not  discouer  it  to  any  man.  And  the  more  se- 
crete he  kept  it  the  more  the  lieate  began  to  boile  and  consume 
him.  But  bicausc  he  sawe  that  loue  had  fixed  so  deepe  footing, 
that  he  was  not  well  able  to  retire,  bee  determined  after  long  sorow 
and  great  turmoile,  to  seke  some  quiet  hauen  to  rcste  his  wea- 
ther beaten  barkc,  that  had  ben  tossed  with  the  waues  of  pensife 
and  BorowfuU  cogitacions.  His  father  had  many  kingdomes  and 
prouinces  innumerable  vnder  his  empire.  At  whose  handes  An- 
tiochus craued  licence  to  visite  some  of  them  for  his  disport  and 
recreation,  of  purpose  to  proue  if  he  could  auoide  that  vnsea«on- 
able  loue,   wherewith  his  hart  was  suppressed.     But  he  was  no 
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soner  out  of  his  father'*  house,  but  his  haric  was  vrxed  with  greater 
tomienies  then  before,  beiug  dt-priued  from  the  >ii;hl  of  faire  Slra- 
louica,  whose  presence  did  better  content  him,  thin  all  tlie  plca- 
surea  and  aporte.s  of  tiic  woride.  Ncucrihele5»e,  de&iruus  lo  van- 
quishe  hia  indurate  at]'ections^  be  continued  abronde  for  a  ccrtaino 
lime,  during  whlehe  ^pace,  vnable  to  queiiche  the  fire,  he  Ir-d  u 
more  desolate  and  troublesome  life,  then  hedid  before.  In  the  end 
victorious  loue  toke  him  prisoner  and  earied  him  home  againe  to 
his  father's  house.  Who  seing  the  great  loue  that  his  father  bare 
to  his  wife,  and  the  ioyfull  lyme  that  hee  s|»cnt  with  fuiro  Slratoni- 
ca^  transported  into  many  carefull  panges,  many  times  complained 
to  himselfein  this  wise.  "  .Am  I  Antioihus  ibesonneof  Seleucusr 
Am  1  he  that  my  father  loueth  so  well,  honoreth  so  uiueb,  and 
estemelh  better  then  al  bis  realmesand  dominions^  Alas  if  1  be 
Antiochus  in  deede,  the  sonne  of  so  louing  a  father,  where  is  the 
duetifuU  loue,  aod  bounden  rouerence  that  I  ought  to  beare  vnto 
him  i  Is  tiiis  the  dutie  of  a  sonne  towardes  his  father?  Ah  wretelic 
and  caitife  that  I  am.  Wheilierhath  grosse  afl'eetion,  vayneliopc, 
and  biynde  loue  earied  me  f  Can  loue  be  so  blyude  ?  Shall  1  be  so 
voyde  of  seuce,  that  I  know  not  my  moth<-r  in  law  from  an  other 
wotnan  who  loueth  me  no  lesse,  and  entertaigncth  me  so  wel,  as  if 
she  were  mine  own  mother,  that  laboured  with  painful  panges,  to 
bring  mc  into  light?  AVhich  being  true, as  it  is  most  true,  why 
then  do  I  loue  her?  nay  rather  more  then  loue  her.  Why  doe  I 
seke  al'ter  her  ?  What  meane  1  to  hope  for  her  ?  \Vhy  doe  I  preci- 
pitate so  fondlye  into  the  snares  of  biynde  and  deceiptfull  loue, 
and  into  the  trappc  of  deceiptfull  hope  t  Can  1  not  perceyue  that 
these  desvres,  these  vnstayed  appetites,  and  vnbrydeled  utfcciions, 
doe  proceade  from  that  whiehe  is  dishonest  r  [  see  well  enough 
that  the  waye  I  take  leadeth  mee  into  great  inconuenience.  And 
what  rcproche  should  1  sustayne,  if  this  vnreasonable  loue  were 
made  common  to  the  world  r  Ought  not  I  rather  to  sufler  infamous 
death,  then  lo  see  my  father  depryued  of  suehca  wyfe,  whoniehee 
so  derely  loueth  ?  1  wyll  giue  ouer  this  vnsemely  loue,  and  reuert- 
ing  my  mynde  to  some  other  wyght,  I  wyll  accomplishe  the  duetie 
rit  a  good  and  louinge  sonne  towardes  his  father."  Reasoning 
thus  with  hym  selfe,  hee  determyned  wholly  to  giue  ouer  his  en- 
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lerpryBC.  And  hee  had  no  soncr  purposed  so  to  doe,  butsodayaly 
the  beautic  of  the  lady  appeared,  as  it  were  in  a  vision,  before  the 
face  of  his  mynde,  and  fclte  the  6ames  lo  growe  50  hotte,  as  hee, 
vppon  his  kneeSy  craued  a  thousande  pardons  of  the  louing  God* 
for  the  abandoning  of  his  gentle  enterpryse.  And  tlierewithal 
coniraric  imaginations  began  to  ryse,  whiciie  so  contended  with 
mutuall  resiataunce,  as  they  forced  h^m  tlius  to  saye.  "  Shall  not 
I  loue  tliis  ladie,  because  shee  is  my  fathers  wyfe?  Shall  not  I 
prosecute  Diy  »uitc,  for  all  that  shee  is  my  oioiher  in  lawef  Ah 
cowarde,  fayntharted,  and  worthy  to  bee  crowned  a  prince  of  foUye, 
if  tlierefore  I  should  giue  ouer  my  former  mynde,  Loue  prescrib- 
elh  no  suche  lawe  to  her  suters  as  pollicic  doth  to  man.  Loue 
commaundeth  the  brotlierto  loue  the  sister,  loue  maketh  the  dough- 
tor  to  loue  the  father,  the  brotlier  his  brothers  wife,  and  many  times 
the  muilier,  her  sonne  in  lawe:  whiche  being  lawful]  to  other,  is 
it  nut  lawful  to  mc?  If  my  father  being  an  old  man,  whose  natrn^ 
waxeth  cold,  hath  not  forgotten  the  lawes  of  loue,  in  louing  her 
whom  1  loue :  hIiuI  I  being  a  yong  man,  subieci  to  loue,  and  in- 
flamed with  his  passions,  be  blamed  for  louing  her  f  And  as  I  were 
not  blame  worthy,  if  I  loued  one  that  were  not  my  failiers  wife,  so 
must  1  accuse  fortune,  for  that  she  gaue  her  not  to  wyfe  to  an 
other  man,  rather  tlien  to  my  father,  bicause  1  loue  her,  and  would 
haue  loued  her,  whose  wyfe  so  cuer  she  had  bene.  Whose  beautie 
(to  say  the  irouth  is  such)  whose  grace  and  comlinesse  so  cxcel- 
lentf  that  shee  is  worthy  to  be  receiued,  honoured,  and  worshipped 
of  all  the  worlde,  1  thinkc  it  then  conuenient  for  mc  to  pursue  my 
purpose,  and  to  seme  her  aboue  al  other."  Tlius  this  miserable 
louer,  traucrsing  in  seuerall  mindes,  and  deluding  his  own  fansie, 
chaungcd  his  mynde  a  thousand  times  in  an  hower.  In  ih'ende, 
after  infinite  disputations  to  him  selfe,  he  gaue  place  to  reason, 
considering  the  great  disconuenience  that  would  insue  his  disor- 
dinate  loue.  And  yet  not  able  to  geue  it  ouer;  And  dctcnniuing 
rather  to  die,  then  to  yelde  to  such  wicked  loue  or  todiscouer  the 
sflrae  to  any  moo.  By  Utle  and  litle  he  consumed,  as  sleiing  snow 
against  the  worme  sone:  wherwith  became  to  suche  feble  state, 
tliat  he  could  ncitlier  sicpe,  nor  eate,  and  was  compelled  to  kepe 
his  bedde,  in  suche  wysc,  that  with  supcrtiuous  paine  he  w^  brought 
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srueylous  debilitie:  whichehis  father  perceiuing,  that  loued 
him  very  tenderly,  conceiued  great  griefe  and  sorowc:  and  sent 
for  Erasistratus,  (which  was  a  very  excellent  phisition  and  of 
great  estimation)  whom  very  instantly  he  praicd  diligently  to 
loke  vnio  his  sonne,  and  to  prouidc  for  him  such  remedic  as  was 
conucment  for  the  grcatnc:ise  of  his  disease.  Erasistratus  viewvng 
and  beholding  all  the  partes  of  the  yonge  geatlcmans  body,  and 
perceining  no  signc  of  sickenes,  eyther  in  his  vrine,  or  other  ac- 
cident, whereby  hee  coulde  iudge  bis  body  to  be  disea-sed  :  after 
many  discourses^  gaue  iudgement,  that  the  same  inHrmitic  pro- 
ceaded  from  some  passion  of  tlie  mynde,  whiche  shoriclyc  woulde 
coste  hym  his  life. 

Whereof  he  adueriised  Seleucus:  who  lowing  his  sonne  after  a 
fatherly  raaner,  and  speciallye,  bccausic  he  was  indued  with  vertue 
and  good  condicions,  was  afflicted  with  vnsf>eakeable  griefe.  The 
yong  gentleman  was  a  m:irueilous  lowarde  youth,  so  aetiue  and 
raliaunte  a^  anye  that  lined  in  his  t3'me,  and  therewithal!  vcrie 
beautifull  and  comely,  whicbe  made  hym  to  be  beloued  of  all 
men.  His  father  was  continuall  in  his  chamber,  and  the  queene 
her  aelfe  oftentimes  visited  him,  and  with  her  own  handcs  serued 
him  with  meatesand  drinkes:  whiche  blcause  I  am  no  phisition,  I 
knowe  not  whether  the  same  did  the  yong  man  any  pleasure,  or 
whether  it  did  him  hurt  or  good.  But  I  suppose,  tiiat  her  sight 
was  ioyfull  mto  hym,  as  of  her  in  whom  be  had  placed  his  com* 
fort,  all  his  hope,  quietnesse,  and  delight.  But  beholding  before 
his  eyes  iio  many  times  the  bcautie  of  her  whome  so  greatly  he 
desired  to  enioye,  hearing  her  speake  that  was  the  cause  of  his 
death,  and  receiuing  seruice  of  meaies  and  drinkes  at  her  handes 
whome  he  loued  belter  then  the  balles  f»f  his  eyes ;  vnio  whom 
he  durst  not  make  any  request  or  praier,  whetlier  his  grief  sur- 
luounU^dall  other,  and  therefore  continually  pined  and  consumed, 
I  tliinke  it  of  reason  to  be  beleued.  And  who  doubteth  but  that 
he  feling  him  self  to  be  touched  with  those  her  delicate  handes, 
and  seing  her  to  sitie  by  him,  and  so  many  times  for  his  sake  to 
fetche  so  many  syghes,  and  with  suche  swete  woordes  to  bidde 
hym  be  of  good  chere,  and  that  if  he  wanted  any  thing  to  tell 
her,  and  praied  him  with  pleasaunt  woordes,  to  call  for  that  Ite 
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lacked,  ami  thai  for  his  sake  slic  would  gladly  accomplish  what 
he  desirrd  :  who  douteth  I  say,  but  he  was  marucilously  loriuent- 
e<l  with  a  thousunde  logilalioiis  ?  Noweconcciuiiig  ho[>o,  and  now 
dispaire,  and  still  roncluding  with  him  scltc,  rather  lo  dye  then   to 
mnntfestc  his  louc.     And   if  it  l*ee  a  griefe  to  all  yonge  men,  (be 
ihey  of  neurr  jio  nieaiie  and  Unse  condicion)  in   the>T  youlhlye 
tyine,  to  lose  their  lyfe,  what  shall  weihyrike  of  Antiochus,  beyng 
a  vouni^e  man  of  frcshc  and  flourishyng  agt*,  thf  sunneof  a  ryrbe 
and   niightie  Uyng,  (hat  looked    if  hce  escaped  after  (he  death  of 
his   fflthcr  to  bee  hey  re  of  all,  did  willingly  cram*  death,  of  that 
*!tiull  distase:   I  am  assured  that  his  sorowe  was  infinite.     Antio- 
rhiis  then  he  itcn  with   pitic,  with    lone,  with  hope,  with   desyrc, 
Hilh  fatherly  reurrence,  and  with  a  ihoiisande  other  thynges  (lyLe 
iv^ivppe  tossed  indepest  seas)  by  litle  and  lille  heganne  to  growe 
extrctnelv  sicke.     Eraiti8tratn»   that   s;i\ve  tiis  binlye    whole  and 
eounde,  hnt  his  mindc  greuously  weakened,  and  ihc  same  von- 
qnishcd  with  sundrie  passions:  after  hec  hnd  with  him  selfc  con- 
sidered this  siraunge  eaat%  hee  for  eonelnsjon  founde  out  that  the 
yonge  man  was  sicke  of  lone,  and  of  none  other  cause.     Moreouer 
lie  thought    that  many  times,  wIm"  ami  gmiic  men,  through  ire, 
hatred,  disdaine,   melnneholie,  and  other  tifl'eetions,  rnuld  easily 
faine  and   dissemble  their  passions,  but  loue  if  it  be  kept  secrete, 
diilli   bv  the  close  keping  therof,  gn-ater  hurt  then  if  it  be  made 
ntanifest.     And   all»eii  that  of  Antii>chus  he  ronlde  not  le;irne  the' 
cuitsc  of  his  loue,  yet  after  that  imagination  was  ontred  into  his 
head,  he  purpose*!  to  finde  it  out  by   ronlinual  abonde  with  himi 
:md  by  great  diligence  to  obserue  iuui  niarke  all  hisaetions:  and 
aboue  nil  to  take  liedc  to  the  mutacion  of  his  poulces,  and  where-! 
upon    their  beating  di<l  alter.     This  dclibei-ation  piiriH)sod,  he  sat 
downe  by  the  bed    side,  and   i<k)Lo  Antiochus  by  the  arme,  and 
hcldc  him  Ihstc  where  the   poidses  ordinarily  do  beate.     It  ehtmn* 
eed  at   that  very  in-*tnnt,  that  the  ([uccne  Stratoniea  entred  into 
rlie  ehamber,  whom  so  i^oiie  as   the  yonge  niiui  sawe  eomming  to*' 
ward  him,  sodainly  the  pontse  which  were  weakc  antl  fcble,  began 
to  rouiue  through   mutation  of  the  blond,     tirasistratus  feling  the 
renforeing  of  the  |Mjulce,  to  prone  howc  long  it  would  eontinewe, 
lierenioued  not  at  the  eomming  of  the  r|nerne,  but  still  h(  Ide  bis 
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fingers  vpoii  the  beating  of  the  [wulces.  So  longe  as  the  queene 
coiuiiiuetl  in  itie  chamber,  the  beating  was  tjuicke  aad  liuely,  but 
when  she  departed,  it  ceased,  and  the  wonted  weakenes  of  tlie 
ponices  retourned.  Not  long  after  the  qiieene  came  againe  into 
ilifc  chamber,  who  was  no  soncr  esjiied  by  Anliochus,  but  Un  jioul- 
ces  reoeiued  vigor,  and  began  to  lenpe,  and  so  still  continued. 
When  she  departetl  the  force  and  vigor  of  the  poulcc  departed 
also.  The  noblu  phisiiion  seing  thiii  mutation,  and  that  still  it 
chatiDced  vpon  the  presence  of  the  queene :  hee  thought  that  he 
hadfoundeout  the  cause  of  Antiochus  sicketiesse  :  but  he  deter- 
mined better  to  marke  the  same  the  next  daye,  to  be  the  better 
assured.  The  morowe  after,  Erasistratus  satte  downe  againe  by 
the  yonge  gentleman  and  took  him  again  by  the  anne,  but  his 
poulce  made  no  motion  at  all.  The  king  came  to  see  his  sonne, 
and  yet  for  all  that  his  poulces  were  still :  «and  beholde  the  queene 
came  no  soner  in,  but  sodainly  they  reuiued,  and  yelded  suche 
liuely  mooing,  as  if  you  woulde  haue  saydc: — "  Yonder  is  shee 
ihatsetteih  my  harteon  fyre.  Beholde  where  she  is  that  is  my  life 
and  death." — Tlien  Erasistnitus  was  wel  assured  and  certaine 
that  Antiochus  was  fcruoatlv  intiamcd  with  his  mother  in  lawe, 
but  that  slmmc  constrained  him  to  conceale  the  hotte  fircbrandes 
that  tormented  him,  and  to  keepe  theim  close  and  secrete.  Cer- 
liHett  of  tills  opinion,  before  he  would  open  the  matter,  he  con- 
sidered what  way  were  best  to  geuc  knowledge  therof  to  king 
Selcucus.  And  when  hee  had  well  debated  of  this  matter,  he  deuis- 
ed  this  wave:  hee  knew  that  Suleucus  loued  his  wife  bevonde 
measure,  and  also  that  Antif>chus  was  so  denre  vnto  him  as  his 
own  life.  Whereupon  he  thus  sayde  vnto  the  king.  "  Noble 
Selcucus,  thy  sonne  is  affected  with  a  greuous  maladic,  and  that 
(which  is  worse)  I  deme  his  sickenesse  to  be  incurable/'  At 
whiche  wiMirdes,thc  6ort>wefull  father  began  to  vtter  pitifull  lamen- 
tation, and  bitterly  to  complaync  of  fortune.  To  whome  thephisi- 
tion  sayde. — "  If  it  please  you  (my  lortie)  to  vnderstande  the 
occasion  of  his  disease,  this  it  is :  7*he  maladie  that  afTectetli 
and  languisheth  your  Sonne,  is  loue  :  and  the  loue  of  such  a  woman, 
which  except  he  enioy,  there  is  no  remedie  but  death."  "  Alas 
(quoth  tue  kinge,  weeping  with  bitter  teares)  and  what  woman  is 
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thee,  but  that  I  maye  procure  her  for  him,  which  am  kinge  of  all 
Asia,  and  am  able  with  intreatie,  money,  giftes,  or  oUier  poUicie 
whatsoeuer,  to  make  her  obediente  and  willinge  to  my  soones 
requeste.  Tell  me  onely  the  name  of  the  woman,  tliat  1  maye 
prouide  for  my  sonnes  health,  yea,  thoughe  it  coste  me  all  my 
goodes  and  realnie  to,  if  otherwise  shee  cannot  be  gotten:  forif 
he  die  what  shall  I  doe  with  my  kiogdome.'* 

Whereunto  Era&istratus  aunswered.  "  If  it  like  yonr  grace, 
your  Sonne  is  in  loue  with  my  wife,  but  because  the  lone  of  another 
man's  wife  seemeth  vnto  him  vnreasonable,  he  dareth  not  to  mani- 
fest it  for  shame,  but  rather  wisheth  to  die,  then  to  open  bis 
minde.  Howbeit,  1  by  certaine  euidente  signes,  do  well  pcrceiue 
it."  When  Seleucus  hearde  these  words,  he  said.  "  O  Erasis- 
tratus !  thou  being  so  worthie  a  man,  to  whom  fewe  in  goodnesse 
and  humilitie  be  comparable,  so  deare  and  wel  beloued  of  mee, 
and  beareth  the  bruite  to  be  the  very  hauen  and  barborough  of 
wisedome,  wilt  thou  not  saue  my  sonne,  which  is  a  yonge  man, 
nowe  vppoD  the  floure  of  his  youth,  and  most  worthy  of  life:  for 
whom  the  empyre  of  all  Asia  i&  worthely  reierued  f  O  Erasis- 
tratus !  the  sonne  of  thy  frend  Seleucus,  is  thy  king,  who  through 
louc  and  silence,  is  at  the  pointe  of  death,  thou  secst  that  for  mo- 
destie,  and  honestie  sake,  at  this  his  last  and  doubtfull  passage,  he 
had  rather  chose  ro  die,  then  by  speaking  to  offend  thee,  and 
wilte  thou  not  helpe  him?  Tliia  his  silence,  tliis  discretion,  that 
his  reuereuce  which  hee  sheweth,  oughte  to  mouc  tiiee  to  compas- 
sion, Tbincke  my  wel  beloued  Erasistratus,  that  if  he  loue  ardeutJy, 
that  he  was  forced  to  loue :  for  vndoubtedly,  if  he  could  not  loue, 
he  would  doe  the  best  he  could  not  to  loue :  yea,  and  with  aJl  his 
endeauour  to  resist  it :  but  who  is  able  to  prescribe  lawes  to  loue  i 
Loue  I  knowe,  not  onclye  forceth  men,  but  also  commaundeth  the 
immortal  gods :  and  when  they  be  not  able  to  resist,  what  can  man  s 
pollicie  preuaile  i  Wherefore,  who  knoweih  not  what  piiie  mine 
owne  deare  Antiochus  doth  deserue  i  who  being  constrained,  can 
none  otherwise  do:  but  to  be  silent  in  loue,  is  a  most  euident 
signe  of  a  noble  and  rare  vertue.  Dispose  thy  minde  therefore, 
to  helpc  my  sonne :  for  I  assure  thee  that  if  thou  do  not  loue 
the  life  of  Antiochus,  Seleucus  life  must  needes  be  hated  of  thee : 
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he  caonot  be  hart,  but  I  likewise  muste  bo  touched  with  griefe." 
The  wise  phiiiitioD,  seiug  that  his  aduise  caine  to  passe  as  he 
Uiought  before,  and  that  Seleucus  was  so  instant  vpon  him  for  the 
health  of  his  sonne  :  the  better  to  proue  his  minde  and  his  inten- 
tion, spake  vnio  liim  in  this  wise.  "  It  is  a  common  saying,  my 
mobt  dradde  soaernigne  lord,  that  a  man  when  he  is  whole,  caa 
giue  to  him  that  is  sicke  and  weake,  very  good  counsel.  You 
pentwade  me  to  giue  my  welbeloued  wife  to  anotiier  man,  and  to 
forgoe  her  whom  [  moste  fcruently  do  ioue,  and  in  lackinge  her, 
my  lifealsomustfailc.  If  you  do  take  from  me  my  wyfe,  you  take 
with  her  my  life.  Doubifull  it  is  my  lord,  if  iVutiochus  your  sonne 
were  in  Ioue  with  the  qucene  Stralonica,  your  graces'  wyfe,  whether 
you  would  be  so  libcrall  vnto  him  of  her  as  you  woulde  that  I 
should  be  of  mine."  "  I  would  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the  gods 
(flodenly  aunswered  Seleucus)  that  he  were  in  Ioue  with  my  best 
beloued  Siraioiiica,  i  sweare  vnto  thee,  by  the  reuerence  that  I 
haue  always  home  to  the  honourable  mcinorie  of  my  father  Ad- 
liochus,  and  my  graundfather  Seleucus :  and  I  sweare  by  all  the 
sacred  gods,  that  freelye  and  forthwith,  I  would  render  her  into 
his  hands  (althoughe  shee  l>e  the  dearest  beloued  vuto  mce,)  in  suche 
wise  as  all  the  worlde  should  know  what  the  dutie  of  a  good  and 
iouing  father  ought  to  be  to  such  a  sonne,  as  is  my  intirely  be- 
loued Antioehus :  whoe  (if  I  bee  not  deceiued)  is  mostc  worthie  of 
all  helpe  and  succour.  Alas!  this  is  a  great  vertue,  in  concealing 
that  notable  passion  as  an  tarnest  affection  of  louc  :  and  is  it  not 
wcrihie  to  be  consecrated  lo  eternal!  memorie?  Is  he  not  worthie 
of  all  helpe  and  comfort?  Doth  hec  not  deserue  to  be  pitied  and 
lamented  of  all  the  worlde  i  Trulye  he  is  worse  then  a  cruel 
enetuie,  naye  he  is  rather  more  fierce  and  vnnatural  then  a  sauage 
beast,  that  at  such  moderate  behauiour  as  my  sonne  vseth,  wil 
aot  take  compassion."  Many  other  wordes  tlie  good  father  spake, 
manifestly  declaring,  that  he  for  the  health  of  his  sonne,  would 
not  ouely  stieke  to  bestowe  his  wife,  but  also  willingly  his  lyfe 
for  his  preserd^tion.  Wherefore  thephisition  thought  it  not  good 
any  longer  to  keepe  secrete  the  cause,  but  toke  the  king  aside, 
and  said  vnto  him  In  this  wyse.  "  The  health  of  your  sonne 
(my  deare  lorde  and  soucraigne)  is  d^  in  my  handes,  but  the 
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same  resteth  in  you,  and  in  your  wife  Siratonica :  whom  (as  I, 
by  certaine  sigiics  doe  manifestly  know>^  he  ardentlie  doth  loue. 
Vour  grace  now  duth  knowe  from  henceforth  what  tu  do,  if  his 
life  be  dere  vnto  you/*  And  telling  the  king  the  maner  of  bis 
loue,  he  ioyfully  toke  his  leaue.  The  king  now  doubted  but  uf  one 
thing,  which  was  how  tu  perswude  his  sunne  to  take  Stratoaica 
to  wife:  and  howc  to  cxhorte  bis  wyfe,  to  take  his  sonne  to  bus- 
bande.  But  it  chaunced  for  diuers  causes,  that  easelye  ynough 
he  pcrswaded  them  both.  And  perchaunce,  Stratonica  made  a 
good  exchaunge,  io  taking  a  yong  Iman,  to  forsake  him  that  was 
oldc.  After  Seleucus  had  made  the  accord  betwene  his  wife  and 
his  sonne,  he  caused  al  his  army  to  assemble,  which  was  very 
great:  to  whom  he  said  in  this  maner.  "  My  dere  and  louinge 
suuldiours,  which  sith  the  death  of  Alexander  the  great,  haue 
(with  mee)  aichieued  a  thousande  glorious  enterprises:  i  thincke 
it  meete  and  conueniente  that  yee  be  partakers  of  Uiat  which  1 
purpose  to  bringe  to  passe.  Ye  dix*  knowe  that  vnder  mine 
empVTe,  1  have  Lxxii.  kingdomes,  and  that  I  beinge  an  oldeman, 
am  notable  to  at  ten  de  so  greate  a  charge:  wherefore  (luuinge 
companions)  1  purpose  to  dcliucr  and  riddc  you  from  griefe  of 
idlenesse,  and  my  selfe  from  trouble  and  loyle,  reseruing  to  mee 
onely  so  much  as  lyetli  betweene  the  sea  and  the  riuer  Euphrates,  i 
All  the  rest  of  my  dominions  1  giue  to  my  sonne  Antiochus, 
vppon  whom  in  marriage,  I  liaue  bestowed  my  wife  Stratoiiica, 
which  thinge  ought  to  contenteyou,  because  my  will  and  pleasure 
is  such."  And  when  he  had  tolde  ihcm  the  loue  and  sicknes  of 
his  sonne,  and  the  discrete  deuise  of  the  gentle  phisitlon,  in  ihc 
presence  of  all  his  armic,  the  manage  was  celebrated  betwene 
Stratonica  and  Antiochus.  Afterwards  he  crowned  them  both 
kiuge  and  queene  of  Asia,  and  with  ruyall  pom pc  and  triumphe, 
the  desired  mariage  was  consummate.  The  armye  hearing  and 
seing  these  thinges,  very  highly  commended  tbe  pietie  of  the 
father  towards  his  sonne.  Antiochus  then  continued  with  bis 
welbeloued  wife  in  ioy  and  quietnes,  liuing  togAber  in  great 
fclicilie.  This  was  not  bee  tliat  for  matters  of  ^gipt  did  make 
warres  with  the  Romaiues:  but  he  that  onely  inferred  waires  vpon 
the  Gallatiansj  which  out  sf  Europa  passed  into  Asia^  out  of  which 


them^and  ouercame  them.     Of  this  Antiochui 
ihicb    waa  t'atlicr  of  Antiochus    surnamcd    the 
ipted  very  notable  waircs  against  ttie  Romaines, 
at  graundfatluT,   that  marJeJ  bis  mother  in  law. 
CU9  (of  whom  I  ri'compt  tliis  historic)  by  giuiog 
e,  did  accomplish  a  miraculous  act,  and  worthy 
|>itema]l   remembraunce,   and  greatlye  to   bee 
^fore^  who  although    he  had  achieoed  ta- 
ries  ouer  his  enemies,  yet  there  was  none  of 
■p  great  as  the  victurie  of  himsclfe,  and 
Pioos.     For  certainly  Scleucus  did  van- 
h  his  owne  appetites,  by-depriuing 
:  of  his  wife,  whom  hcc  loued 
and   esteemed,  aboue 
all  worldly 
thinges. 
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THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  NOUELL. 

Of  the  siraunge  and  heastUe  nature  of  Timon  of  Athrm,  enemie  to 
mankinde,  with  his  death,  buriallj  and  Epiiaphe. 

Al  the  beastcs  of  the  worlde  do  applye  theimselues  to  other 
beastes  of  thcyr  kind,  Timon  of  Athens  onely  excepted :  of  whose 
itmunge  nature  Plutarche  is  astonied,  in  the  life  of  Marcus  Anto- 
nius.  Plato  and  Aristophanes  do  report  his  marueylous  nature, 
because  hoe  was  a  man  but  by  shape  onely,  in  qualities  hec  was 
the  capital]  enemie  of  mankinde,  which  he  confessed  franckely 
vlterly  to  abhorre  and  hate.  He  dwelt  alone  in  a  litle  cabane  iu 
tlie  fieldes  not  farre  from  Athenes,  separated  from  all  neighbours 
and  company  :  heaeuer  wente  to  the  citie,  or  to  any  other  habita- 
ble place,  except  he  were  consirayncd  :  he  could  not  abide  any 
mans  company  and  conuersation :  he  was  neuer  seen  to  goe,  to 
any  mannes  house,  ne  yet  would  suffer  them  to  come  to  him.  At 
the  same  time  there  was  in  Athenes  another  of  like  qualitie,  called 
Apemnntus,  of  the  very  same  nature,  difiercnto  from  the  naturall 
kindcufman,  and  lodged  likewise  in  the  middes  of  the  fields. 
On  a  day  they  two  being  alone  together  at  dinner,  Apemantus 
said  vnio  him:  **  O  Timon  what  a  pleasant  feast  is  this,  and  what 
a  merie  compunle  are  wee,  being  no  more  but  thou  and  I." 
"  Naie  (quoth  Timon)  it  would  be  a  merie  banquet  in  deed e,  if 
there  were  none  here  but  my  selfe." 

Wherein  he  shewed  how  like  a  beast  (in  deede)  he  was :  for 
be  could  not  iihide  any  other  man,  beinge  not  able  to  suffer  the 
company  of  him,  which  was  of  like  nature.  And  if  by  chaunce 
hce  happened  to  goe  to  Athenes,  it  was  onelye  to  speake  with 
Alcibiudes,  who  then  was  an  excellente  captiiine  there,  wherat 
mnny  did  marueile:  and  therefore  Apemantus  demaunded  of 
him,  why  he  spake  to  no  man,  but  to  Alcibiades.  "  I  speake  to 
him  S4tnietinic8,  said  Timon,  because  I  know  that  by  his  occasion, 
the  AtliL'niens  sluUl  receiue  great  hurt  and  trouble."  Which 
wonleti  nijuiy  times  he  told  to  Alcibiades  himselfe.  He  had  a 
garden  adioyning  to  his  house  in  the  fields,  wherin  was  a  figge 
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A   PLURALITIE   OF   HUSBANDS. 


THE  TWENTY-NINTH  NOUELU 

The  taariage  of  a  man  and  woman,  kee  being  the  hxuband  of  arr. 
wines:  and  shee  the  ttife  of  xsii.  husbandes. 

Men  commonly  doreproue  the  honour  of  widowes,  because  ihey 
being  twise  or  thrise  wedded,  doe  marrie  againe :  and  albeit  by 
outward  api>araance,  they  which  soe  blame  them  seeme  to  baue 
reason,  yet  no  man  ought  to  iudge  the  secrecie  of  the  hart. 
Mariage  is  holy  and  ought  be  permitted,  and  tliexfore  by  any 
meanes  not  to  be  reproued.  Although  it  cannot  be  denied,  but 
that  the  chasi  life  is  most  perfecte,  notwithstanding,  that  perfec- 
tion in  nothing  doth  diminishc  the  other.  The  widowe  niai^'ing 
againe  doth  not  offende  God  by  mariagei  and  to  the  world  she  com- 
niitteth  the  lest  faulte.  And  because  manye  olde  and  aunciente 
widowes,  in  these  dayes,  may  not  after  tlircc  or  fewer  mariages  be 
dismaied  and  terrified  from  that  state,  I  will  recite  an  historie,auoach- 
ed  by  S.Hierome,in  an  epistle  AH  GeTonliam  riduam  de  monogamiaf 
whom  for  his  holines  and  vertue,  wee  ought  to  beleue.  It  is  also 
pretely  set  fortlt  by  Pietro  MessLa  de  Seuiglia,  an  excellent  authoar, 
a  gentleman  of  Spaine,  in  the  xxxiv.chapterofthefirst  parte  of  his 
worke,  called  La  Se/ua  di  ra  rie  Lezzioni.  S.  Hierome  say  th,  that  in 
the  lime  of  pope  Damasus,  he  sawc  and  knew  in  Rome,  one  woman 
lawfully  maried  to  xxii.men,  and  was  the  widowe  of  xxii.  hos- 
bands:  there  was  also  a  man  which  had  had  xx.wiues,  and  was  then 
the  widower  of  the  xx.  Both  which  being  free,  and  of  equall  state 
and  condition,  they  made  suite  one  to  other:  and  that  either  of 
tlicra  might  prouc  whether  should  be  the  victor,  in  buryinge  ech 
other,  tlicy  maried  together,  which  mariage  was  in  great  admira- 
tion amonges  tlie  Komaines :  who  musinge  which  of  them 
should  die  first,  promised  tliat  at  tlie  iimerall,  they  would  beautie 
the  corpes,  both  with  thcii  presence,  and  also  with  tokens  of  tic- 
lorie.  It  ehaunced  (sore  against  her  will  I  dare  say)  that  the 
woman  died  first:  at  the  celebration  of  whose  buriall,  all  the 
Komaiue  husband  es  laied  their  hcades  together,  howe  they  mighte 
exoruatc  and  garnish  the    fimeralles.    They  concluded,  to  goe 


before  the  corpes  with  laurel  garlands  vppon  their  heades,  singing 
verses  of  praise  for  the  obtaining  of  such  a  victorious  concjuest. 
Mow   where  the  women  went,  I  cannot  tell:   for  I  finde  writ- 
ten,   that  populus  totitu  vrbis  pracedebat  Jerefrum ;   wUct  popw 
iuSj  as  I  take  it,  signiHcth  the  whole  route  of  men  and  women. 
And  yet  I  ihincke  womens'  hartes  coulde  skarce  afordc  to  go 
before ;   therefore  I  thincke  they  came  bchinde  tike  mourners, 
bearinge  bramicbes  witliuut  Icaues,  their  beadcs  in  tlieir  handes, 
praying  for  all    christen  soules.     But  giuing   women   leaue   to 
moame  for  such  an  ouerihrow,  I  woulde  wishe  all  my  tVendes  that 
be  widowes,  to  folow  tlie  noble  Romaine  matrone  and  widowe 
called  Annia,  who  (when  her  frendes  and  famiUers,  exhorted  her 
to  marie  againe,  because  she  was  yong  and  beautifull)  aunsweared 
that  she  would  not.     "  For,  quoth  she,  if  it  be  my  fortune  to  haue  a 
good  husband,  as  I   had  before,  I  shall  still  be  alraied,  lest  death 
should  take  him  away :  but  if  it  be  my  chaunce  to  matche  with 
one  that  is  euill,  howe  can  1  be   able  quietly  to   beare  that, 
hailing  had  bo  good  a   husbande  before."    Declaringe 
thereby,  that  being  ones  well  matched,  great  heede 
ought  to  be  taken,  how  to  chose  the  nexte, 
leaste  in  making  hastie  choise, 
leasure  for  repentaunce 
should  folow. 
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A    gCESTION    OP    SALADINE 


THE  THIRTYETH  NOUELL. 

How  Melchisedech  a  iewe,  bt/  telling  a  pretie  tale  of  three  kinges, 

saued  his  life. 

Saladine, whose  valiaunce  was  so  great,  that  not  onelyethe  same 
from  base  cstaic  aduaunced  him  to  be  Souldan  ot*  Babilon,  but 
also  thereby  hee  waaae  dtuers  victories  ouer  the  Saracene  kingea 
andchristiaDs:  who  throtighehis  manifolde  warres  and  magnificent 
triumphes,  hauing  expended  al  his  treasure,  and  for  th'execution 
of  one  exploiie,  lackinge  a  great  summe  of  money,  knewe  not 
where  to  haue  the  same  so  redily  as  he  had  occasion  to  imploy  it. 
At  iengtli  he  called  lo  remeinbraunce  a  rich  iewe  named  Melchise- 
dech,  that  lent  out  money  for  interest  in  Alexandria,  whose  greedie 
and  couctous  nature  was  such,  that  with  his  good  will  he  would 
not  do  it,  and  to  force  him  the  Souldan  was  veiy  loth.  Howbeit, 
compelled  by  necessity,  he  cast  his  wits  about  him  to  finde  a 
meanes  how  the  iew  might  serue  his  tourne,  and  thereuppon  founde 
out  a  sleight  and  waye  by  a  colourable  force.  Who  causing  the 
iew  to  be  called  before  him,  iniertayned  him  familiarly,  making 
him  to  sit  downe  besides  him,  and  said  to  him  these  words.  '*  Sir, 
I  do  learne  by  report  of  diuers,  that  you  are  verj'e  wise  and 
well  learned  in  tiiinges  touching  God,  for  which  cause  I  would 
gladly  know  of  you  whicii  of  the  three  lawes  you  iudge  to  be  most 
sincere  and  true  :  the  lewishe  law,  the  Saracene  law,  or  the  Chris- 
tian lawef"  The  iewe  which  in  deede  was  verj' wise,  percciued 
wel  that  Saladinc  went  about  to  intrappe  him  in  wordes,  thereby 
to  raise  some  quarelt  against  him,  and  thought  that  it  was  not 
good  for  him  to  praise  one  of  those  lawes  more  then  another,  leste 
Saladine  mighte  take  aduauutage  of  him.  Wlierefore,  to  make  a 
wise  and  discrete  aunswere  that  he  might  not  be  ouer  shotte,  he 
sharpened  his  wittes,  and  sodainly  came  into  his  remcmbraunce 
this  aunswere.  "  My  lorde,  the  question  which  you  haue  pro- 
poned is  excellent,  and  to  declare  vnto  you  that  which  1  knowe, 
I  muste  tell  you  a  tale,  the  better  to  open  my  meaninge,  which  if 
it  shall  please  you  to  he'are,  is  this.     I  doe  remember  (if  1  be  not 
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deceiued)  that  many  times  I  hnuc  heard  tell,  how  vppon  n  time 
there  was  a  noble  mfin  which  was  very  ricli,  and  had  amoiiges  bis 
other  treasures,  a  veiye  beautifull  ringc  of  great  price  and  estima- 
tion :  which  for  the  valour  and  bcautie,  bee  was  very  desirous 
perpetually,  to  ieaue  vnto  bis  successours :  willing  and  ordeining 
that  the  same  sonne  wliich  should  haue  iliat  ring  by  tlie  ^ift 
of  his  father,  after  his  decease,  should  be  taken  and  reputed  for 
his  beire,  and  should  be  honoured  and  magnified  of  the  reste 
as  the  chiefest.  He  to  whom  the  same  ring  was  left,  obserued 
serablable  order  in  his  posteritie,  and  did  the  like  that  his  prede- 
cessor had  done  before  him.  In  short  time,  Uiis  ryng  succeded 
from  hand  to  hand  to  many  successours.  And  last  of  al  it  came 
to  the  liaud  of  one  that  had  tlirce  goodly  sonnes,  vcrtuous  and 
very  obedient  to  their  fatlier,  who  loued  them  all  indifferently 
and  in  cquall  maner,  which  knowing  the  order  fur  the  disposition 
of  that  ring,  curious  to  be  best  esteemed  and  beloiied,  euery  of 
tbem  prayed  his  father  so  well  as  seuerally  they  could,  (which 
then  was  aged)  that  when  bee  died  he  would  giue  him  rhc  ring. 
The  good  man  which  loued  one  no  better  then  another,  knew  not 
which  of  them  to  chose,  to  whom  he  might  dispose  it,  and  thought 
best  to  promise  the  same  to  euery  of  them  to  satisfie  all  three.  Se- 
cTetely  he  procured  an  excellenie  goldsmith  to  make  two  other 
rings,  which  accordinglye  were  made  so  like  vnto  the  first,  as  the 
owner  himselfc  vunethes  knew  one  from  the  other.  And  when  he 
vfati  vpon  his  death  bedde,  he  secretly  gaue  to  euery  of  his  sonnes 
a  ring.  Who  after  the  deatli  of  their  father  desirous  to  enter  the 
inheritaunce  and  honour,  one  goinge  about  to  displace  another, 
euery  of  them  to  declare  what  title  he  had  to  enioy  tlie  same, 
brought  forth  his  ringc:  and  the  nnges  were  founde  so  like,  that 
the  true  ring  could  not  be  knowen.  Therefore  the  processe  for 
the  title  remained  in  doubt  and  yet  continueth  till  this  daye. 
And  so  I  say  vnto  you  my  lord  of  the  thre  lawes  giuen  by  God 
the  father  to  those  tliree  people,  whereof  you  haue  made  the  ques- 
tion :  euery  of  those  nations  thinkcth  to  enioy  the  inheritaunce  of 
God,  and  to  obsenie  the  true  lawe  and  his  commaundementes :  but 
which  of  them  hath  the  truest  law,  that  remaincth  in  doubt  like 
the  question  of  the  rings."  Saladineperceyuingthat  Melchisedech 


i 


tOi 


A    QUESTION    OP    SALADINE    TO    A    JEW. 


knew  right  well  how  lo  auoide  the  snare  which  hee  had  laied  for 

biin  :  determined  therefore  to  open  and  disclose  vnto  him  bis  neccs- 

sitie,  to  prone  if  he  would  do  faim  that  pleasure :  whidti  hee  did, 

telling  him  his  intent  and  roeaninge,  if  he  had  not  framed  him 

that  wysc   aonsweare.     Tlie  icwc  liberally  lent  him  the 

summe  of  moneje  that  he  demamided,  which  Sal»- 

dine  wholie  repaied  veto  him  againe,  besides 

other  very   greate  rewardes  that  he  gaae 

him,  TsJng  him  still  for  his  frende,  and 

afterwards  ofiaintayned  him  next 

his    person,    in     great  and 

honourable  state. 


THE  THIUTY-FIRST  NOUELL. 

One  called  Gnglietmo  Borsiere  teilh  certaine  rtordes   itell  placed, 
taunied  the  couetous  life  of  Ermino  Grimaldi. 

LoNOB  sithens  tlicrc  was  a  gentloman  at  Genoua  colled  M.  Er- 
mino GrimaJdi,  whoc  as  jUI  men  thoughte,  was  the  richest  of  pos- 
sessions and  ready  money  within  tliai  citie,  and  theria  farre  excel- 
Jed  all  other  citizens  wliich  then  were  knowen  in  Italie.  And  as 
he  did  siirpasse  al  other  Italians  in  Aubetance  and  wealth,  so  in 
auarice  and  wretchednea  he  surmounted  beyond  measure  the  most 
couetous  and  miserable  of  the  worlde.  For  he  kept  his  purse  so 
close  that  he  did  not  ouely  neglecte  to  do  good  to  other,  but  also 
to  himseUe,  by  sparingemany  things  necessary  for  liis  owne  per- 
son: he  indurcd  much  hiu-dues  in  nieate  and  drinke  because  he 
would  spend  nothiuge:  contrary  to  the  common  custome  of  the 
(ieneuois,  who  be  wonie  very  nobly  and  honourably  to  maintaine 
ihemselues  in  apparell  and  fare.  For  which  cause  his  surname 
Grimaldi  deseruedly  was  taken  away,and  was  called  of  euery  man 
nothing  els  but  M.  Ermino  the  couetous.  It  chaunced  in  those 
dayes,  that  as  he  by  spending  nothing  multiplied  his  goods. 
There  ariued  at  Genoua  an  honest  gentleman  and  well  spuken,  a 
courtier  of  good  interteignement,  named  Guglielmo  Borsierc, 
(nothing  like  the  courtiers  in  these  dayes  that  to  tlieir  great  shame^ 
for  their  corrupt  and  rude  maners  would  be  called  and  reputed  gen- 
tlemen,  which  in  dcede  mayc  bee  counted  asses,  broughte  vppe 
isnd  noseled  rather  in  the  fiUhye  conditions  of  the  vilest  menne^ 
then  in  courtes.)  In  those  dayes  courtiers  occupied  themsehies,  in 
ireatinge  of  peace  and  endinge  of  quarelles  tliat  bredde  strife  and 
disscntion  amongea  gentlemen^  or  in  makiuge  of  mariages,  ami- 
ties, and  attonementcs,  and  with  mery  woortles  and  pleasauut,  did 
recreate  troubled  mindes,  and  exhilarated  with  pastimes  other 
courtiers,  not  with  sharpe  reprehensions,  but  like  fathers  rebuking 
the  hues  of  the  wicked,  and  that  for  no  gaine  or  reward.  Where 
some  of  the  courtien*  of  oure  age  do  imploye  their  time,  in  ill  re- 
portes  one  uf  another,  and  do  disseminate  debate  and  strife,  vtter- 
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inge  a  thonsandc  vnhappie  and  vile  wordes,  yea  and  that  (which 
is  worst  of  all)  in  common  audience.    Their  maner  is  to  reprone 
and  checke  one   an  other  with   iniuhes,  reproches  and  nipping 
girdes,  with  false  and  deceiuable  Hatteries,  viUanously  and  dissem- 
hlingly,  to  begile  poore  and   necdie  gentlemen.     He  is  also  the 
proprest  man  and  best  beloued  of  some  great  men  of  like  condi- 
tious,  and  of  them  is  best  rewarded  that  can  vse  the  vilest  and 
most  abhominable  talke,  or  can  do  semblable  deeds,  which  re- 
doundedi  to   the  great   shame  and  dishonour,  of  the  chiefc  and 
principall  that  beare  the  swaie  in  courte :  proofe  wherof  is  eoi- 
denl  enough  for  that  the  verlues  past,  haue  forsaken  the  presente 
sort,  who  Hue  in  the  ordure  and  filth  of  all  vices.     But  to  procede 
in  that  which  I  haue  begon,  (although  vpon  iust  occasion  I  haue 
a  litle  more  digressed    then  I  thought,)   1   say  tliat  the  foresaid 
Guglielmo  Borsiere,  was  honoured  and  visited  of  the  gentlemen 
of  Genoua,  who  miiking  his  abode  far  a  certaine  time  in  the  citie, 
and  hearing  tcl  of  the  miserie  and  couetousnes  of  M.  Ermino,  had 
great  desire  to  see  him.     M.  Ermino  hearing  tell  that  this  Gugli- 
elmo Borsiere  was  an  excellente  man,  and  therefore  (although  a 
couetous  man)  yet  hauing  in  him  some  sparkc  of  gentilitie,  he  re- 
ceiued  him  with  frcndlye  woords  and  good  couiitenaunce,  eutringe 
into  communication  with  him  of  diuers  and  sundrie  matters,  and 
iu  talking  brought  him  with  certaine  other  citizens  to  one  of  his 
houses  which  was  very  faire  and  ncwe,  wliere  (after  bee  had  shew- 
ed him  his  house)  he  said  vnto  him:  "  M.  GugUelmo,  you  that 
haue  scene  and  heard  many  things,  can  you  shew  vnto  me  any  new 
deuise  neucr  scene  before,  that  1  may  cause  the  same  to  be  painted 
in  the  hall  of  this  my  house."    To  whom  M.  Guglielmo  (hearing 
his  fonde  demaunde)  aunsweared  :  "  Sir  I  can  shewc  you  nothing 
but  that  which   hath  beene  knowcn  before,  excepte  Nesinges  or 
such   like.     But  if  it  please  you  sir  1  wil   gladly   teach  you  one, 
which  I  thincke  you  neuer  saw."     M.  Krmiao  glad  to  hcaie  of 
that,  said  :  "  I  pray  you  sir  tell  mce  what  it  is,"  (not  thinking  he 
would  haue  made  thataunswere).     To  whom  M.  Guglielmo  redely 
said  :  "  Cause  the  figure  of  Liberality  to  be  painted."    At  which 
aunsweare  M.  Ermino  was  so  sodcnlye  ashamed,  as  he  was  forced 
to  chaange  his  minde  in  maner  cleane  conirarye  to  his  accustom- 
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ed  Yse,  and  trade  of  life,  saying :  "  M.  Guglielmo,  I  will  cause 

the  same  to  be  painted  in  such  wise,  as  neither  you  nor  any  man 

els,  shall  haue  occasion  iustly  to   obiect  the  same  against 

me."    And  from  that  time  forth  (such  was  the  force  of 

that  taunt)  bee  was  the  most  liberall  and  bountefiill 

gentleman  that  dwelte  in   Genoua,  and  one 

that  honoured  straungers  and   citizens 

more   then  euer  did  any  in 

his  time. 
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THE  THIRTY.SECOND  NOUELL. 

Maister  Alberio  of  Bologna^  bjf  a  pleasaunt  aunsweare  madt  a  genn 
tleicoman  to  b/ushfj  nkich  had  thoughte  to  haw  put  him  out  of 
countenaHiice,  in  teiiing  him  that  he  was  in  low  with  fter. 

Not  manye  yeares  paste  there  was  at  Bologna  a  notable  phisition, 
renowmed  ihroughe  out  the  whole  worlde^  called  Maister  Alberto, 
whoe  beinge  old,  almost  lx.  yeares  of  age,  had  such  an  excellent 
wit,  that  although  naturull  heate  was  expired  in  his  bodie,  yet  hee 
disdayned  not  to  conceiue  some  amorous  flames  of  loue.  Seing 
at  a  banket  a  verye  fayre  gentlewoman  a  widowe  called  (as  some 
saye)  Madonna  Margherita  de  Ghisilieri,  she  pleased  his  fansic  so 
well,  that  he  fixed  her  so  fast  in  tlie  siege  of  his  remembraunce, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  yonge  man  of  rype  and  youthlye  yeares.  Id 
Buch  wise  as  that  nighte  he  coulde  take  no  reste,  if  the  day  before 
hee  had  not  scene  the  faire  and  bcautifull  face  of  this  faire  gentle- 
woman. For  which  cause  sometimes  a  fuote,  and  sometimes  oa 
horsebacke  as  he  thought  best,  he  coniiuually  vscd  to  passe  before 
her  lodginge,  which  was  the  cause  that  shee  and  diuers  other  gen- 
tlewomen did  marke  tli'occasion  of  his  ofie  passing  to  and  fro  that 
waye.  And  many  times  they  icsted  and  dalied  amongest  them 
selues  to  see  a  man  of  such  yeares  and  experience  to  be  in  loue, 
thinking  that  the  displeasaunt  passion  of  loue,  could  fasten  no 
hold  but  in  the  fonde  mindes  of  yonge  people  and  no  where  els. 
Wherefore  Maister  Alberto  daily  passing  to  and  fro  the  house  of 
that  gentlewoman,  it  chaunced  vppon  an  liolye  daye,  that  shee 
sittinge  with  other  dames  before  her  doore,  and  sawc  Maister  Al- 
berto a  farre  off,  comming  towards  them,  she  with  the  rest  deter- 
mined curteously  to  receluehim,  and  reuercniJy  to  salute  him,  and 
afterwardes  merely  to  taJke  and  sporte  of  his  loue,  which  accord- 
ingly they  did.  The  gentlewoman  rising  vp  conueyed  him  into  a 
court,  of  ayre  fresh  and  pleasaunt,  where  they  caused  to  be  brought 
forth  excellent  wynes  and  comfiies,  and  in  the  ende  with  manye 
cherefull  and  pleasaunt  woordes,  one  of  them  asked  him  how  it 
was  possible,  he  could  be  in  loue  with  that  fayre  gentlewoman^ 


MAISTEft    ALBERTO    OF    BOLOGNA. 


109 


spcciallye  sithens  manye  fayre  and  triuunc  yonge  menDC,  did  loue 
her.     Maister  Alberto  pcrceyuinge  himselfe  touched  aud  gested 
atfVery  hoDestlyeaunswearedwilh  smyliag  countcnauncc :  "  Mais- 
tres,  no  wyse  man  whatsoeuer  hee  be  oughte  to  raarueile  whye  I 
am   in  lone,  especiallyc  with  you  (lookinge  vppon  her  whom  hee 
loued)  because  your  beautye  and  woorthines  dothe  well  dei*erue  the 
same.     And  althoughc  naturally  the  forces  which  be  incident  to 
exercises  of  loue,  do  faile  and  dec^iie  in  olde  men,  good  wil  ther- 
fore  is  not  in  them  dcpriucd,  nor  the  iudgement  in  knowledge,  the 
which  ought  to  beheloued.     But  because  they  haue  greater  ex- 
perience  then   yonge  men  haue,  tlicrefore   by    nature  they  better 
know  the  qualitie  of  loue.    The  hope  that  moucth  mee  an  olde 
man  to  loue  you,  that  is  soe  well  beloued  of  yong  men,  is   this : 
I  haue  many  times  been   conucrsaunte   in   places  where   I    haue 
scene  gentlewomen  for  their  collation  and   pleasure  after  dinner, 
oftentimes  to  eale  lupines  and  leekes,  and  albeit  that  in  the  leeke, 
there  is  nothing  good  or  holsome,  yet  the  iieade  thereof  is   lest 
hurtful,   and    most  picasaunt   to  the  moutlij    whereof  generally 
(through  a  folish  last)  ye  women  holdc  the  heade  in  your  hands 
and  chawe  the  leaues,  which  not  onely  be  eull  and  nought,  but 
also  of  an  ill  fauourcd  smel  aud  sauour.     And  what  doe  I  knowe 
(raaistres)  if  in  the  ehoise   of  your  frendes  ye  do  the  like  r  which 
if  ye  do,  no  doubt  it  is  I,  whom  you  haue  chosen   to   be  your 
frende,  and  haue  forsaken  all  other."      This  gentlewoman  som- 
what  ashamed  blushing  with  the  rest,  said:   "Maister  Alberto, 
you  haue  ful  wel  and  curieouslye  paied  vs  home,  and  aunsweareU 
oure  presumptuous  ubiection.     NotwitlisLaiidinge  1  doe  esieeme 
and  accept  your  amitie  and  loue,  as  1  oughte  to  regard  the  loue  of 
a  wise  aud  honest  personage.     And  so  (mine  honestie  and  honour 
saued)  al  that  [  haue  to  do  you  pleasure,  is  to  be  assured  at  your 
commaundement."     Thercwithall    M.   Alberto  rose  vp,  thanking 
the  gentlewoman,  and  with  much  sport  and  pleasaunt  talke  taking 
his  leaue  of  the  company  departed.     In  this  maner  the  gentlewo- 
man giuing  ouer  her  scoffes  and  tauntes,  whereby  she  thoughte  to 
putle  May ster  Alberto  out  of  conccyt,  was  put  to  silence  herselfe. 
Whereof  1  (in  the  name   of  Paiifilo  Tilostrato  and   Dioneo)  by 
waye  of  intreatie  do  beseech  yee  ladies,  Pampinea,  Hammetta, 
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Philomena,  and  other  gentlewomen,  to  beware  howe  ye  doe  con- 
triue  your   holy  day  talke,  by  waste  wordes  issuing  Ibrtb  your  de- 
licate mouthes,  in  carping,  gauding,  and  iestiog  ut  young  gentle- 
men, and  speciallye  olde  men,  and  Maister  Alberto  of  Bologna, 
that  for  loue  like  the  grenc  stalkes  or  graye  bcades  of  lekes,  doc 
desire  to  sauer  your  mouthes,  and  by  honeat  recreation  and  plea- 
sure to  gratifie  your  comlie  personages,  lest  before  the  banket  be 
done,  and  all  the  comfites  spente,  ye  departe  with    blushing 
cheekcs,  hanging  dowue  your  heades,  not  shaming  to  looke 
your  mother  in  the  face  from  whence  you  came;  f  meane 
the  earth :  where  dame  nature  hath  formed  you  by 
your  comely  grace,  and  your  fayre  face,  to  be- 
holde  eche  man,  and  to  vtter  pleasaunt  talke 
intennixed  with  honestie  and  vertue. 


VINALOO    OF    ESTI. 


ni 


THE  THIRTY-THIRD  NOUELL. 

Rinaldo  of  Exit  being  robbed^  arriiieJ  at  Castel  Gugiiehno,  and  wot 
ruccoured  of  a  wydowe:  and  restored  to  his  iosseSf  tetourning  taulfe 
and  sounde  home  to  his  owne  house. 

In  the  tyme  of  Azzo  Marques  of  Ferrara,  there  was  a  marchaunt 
named  Rinaldo  of  Esti,  come  to  Botogna  to  do  certaine  affaires. 
Whiche  when  hee  had  dispatched,  in  retouraing  homewardes,  it 
chaunced  as  he  departed  out  of  Ferrara,  and  riding  towardes  Ve- 
rona, hee  mette  certayne  men  on  horsebacke,  whiche  scmed  to  be 
marchauntes,  but  in  verie  dcede  were  arrant  tiieues:  with  whome 
he  kepte  companle,  and  without  suspicion  what  they  were,  rode  to- 
gether familiarly  talking.  These  good  fclowes  seing  this  mar- 
chaunt and  thinking  that  he  had  money  about  hym,  determined  to 
robbe  him,  when  they  sawe  liieir  aduauntage,  and  to  the  intent  he 
should  not  suspecte  them,  they  rode  lyke  graue  men  of  honest 
conuersation,  debating  with  him  of  honest  causes,  and  faithfuU, 
Bhewiog  them  sclues  counterfactely,  to  be  lowly  and  gentle.  Up- 
pon  whiche  occasion,  he  thought  him  selfe  moste  happy  that  he  had 
mette  with  such  companie,  because  he  and  his  seruaunt  rode  to- 
gether alone.  And  as  they  were  talking  of  diuer^  matters  (as 
chaiinceth  in  communication)  they  fel  in  talke  of  prayers,  that 
men  do  make  voto  God.  And  one  of  the  theues  (for  they  were 
three  in  nomber)  sayd  viito  Rinaldo :  "  And  you  gentleman,  what 
praier  bee  you  accustomed  to  saye,  when  you  rydc  by  the  waye?" 
To  whom  Rinaldo  answered  :  **  To  tel  you  the  trutii,  I  am  a  man 
very  playne,  and  rude  in  those  matters,  and  I  haue  a  fewe  prayers 
at  my  fingers  cndes :  suclie  as  myne  aunccstours  vscd  before  me. 
And  I  let  go  currant  ii.  s.  for  xxiiii  d.  But  neuerthelesse,  I 
haue  alwayes  accustomed,  when  I  ryde  by  the  way,  to  say  in  the 
morning  at  my  going  forth  of  my  lodging,  a  Pater  noster  and  an 
^ue  Af ana,  for  the  souleof  the  father  and  motJier  of  sainct  lulian  : 
and  after  that,  I  pray  to  God  and  sainci  lulian,  to  sende  me  good 
lodging  the  night  folowing.  And  full  oft  in  my  time  I  haue 
founde,  in  traualling  of  countries  many  great  daungers,  all  whiche 
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hauing  escaped,  it  hatb  bene  my  fortune  always  (when  night  ap- 
proched)  to  chaunce  x'ppon  good  lodging:  whiclie  maketh  me 
stedtastly  beleue  that  sainct  lulian  (vnto  whose  honour  1  saye  the 
same)  hath  obteined  tliis  benefite  of  God  for  me,  and  I  thought 
that  daye  wherein  I  neglected,  to  save  in  the  morning  that  prayer, 
I  could  neither  saulfely  trauell,  ne  yet  ai  night  obtaine  good  hai- 
borough."  He  that  demaunded  the  question,  asked  him :  "And 
haste  thou  said  them  this  morning  ?"  "  Yea  verely,"  answered 
Rinaldo.  Then  he  whiche  already  knewe  howe  the  matter  would 
go,  said  to  him  selfe,  thou  shall  haue  enough  to  doe  anone,  for  if 
thou  haue  not  sayde  them  this  morninge,  it  may  so  happe  that 
thou  shatt  lodge  full  ill  this  niglit.  And  afierwardes  hee  saide, 
"  I  haue  likewyse  irauayled  in  my  dayes  a  great  waye,  and  neuer 
said  tliose  praiers,  but  I  haue  heard  many  men  greatly  prayse  Ihem 
(although)  I  could  ncucr  perceiue  but  that  I  haue  bene  well  lodg- 
ed- And  peraduenlure  this  night  you  shal  proue,  which  of  vs  two 
shal  haue  best  lodging,  you  that  haue  sayd  tliem,  or  I  which  haue 
not  said  them.  It  is  most  true  that  1  haue  accustomed,  in  stede  of 
that  praier,  to  saye  that  verse  Dirupistif  oi  the  an  theme  Interne- 
ratOj  or  the  Deprofundu,  which  are  (as  my  graundmotlier  did  teach 
and  instructe  me)  of  verie  great  eifecte  and  vertue."  And  speak- 
ing thus  of  diuers  thinges,  alwayes  riding,  expecting  the  place  and 
time,  to  accomplish  their  wicked  intent:  it  chaunced  that  ap- 
prochmg  nere  to  Castel  Guglielmo,  when  they  had  passed  ouer  a 
ryuer,  these  three  theues,  late  in  the  cuening  in  a  darke  place,  did 
sette  vpponhim  and  robbed  him,  dismounting  him  from  his  horse, 
and  left  liim  there  in  his  shyrle.  And  as  ihcy  were  going  awaye^ 
they  sayde  vnto  hym :  "  Goe  and  seeke  if  tliy  sainct  luiian,  will 
helpe  thee  to  good  lodging  this  uighte,  for  our  sainctewyll  helpe  vs 
to  good."  And  repassing  through  the  riucr,  they  went  their  waye. 
The  seruaunt  of  Rinaldo,  seyng  the  theues  sette  vppon  his  maister 
(like  a  cowarde)  helped  him  nothing,  but  toumcd  his  brydle  and 
neuer  l«ft  guUoping,  vntill  he  came  lo  Castell  Guglielmo:  where 
because  it  was  nighte,  he  lodged  in  an  Inne,  without  any  further 
care  for  his  maister.  Rinaldo  being  stil  there  in  his  sbyrl,  bare 
footed  and  bare  legged,  in  the  great  frost  and  snowe,  not  knowing 
what  to  doe,  and  seing  night  already  approche,  quaking,  and  his 
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teethe  clacketing  in  his  head,  began  to  looke  about  hym,  if  he 
coulde  see  anye  place  there,  for  liym  to  resorte  for  succour,  that  he 
might  not  dje  for  colde:  but  (seyng  nunc  at  all,  because  a  litle 
before  the  wa^res  had  with  fyre  consumed  all  thynges)  being  sore 
alilicted  for  colde,  he  began  to  make  spedc  towardcs  the  Castell 
Guglielmo,  not  knowyng  that  his  seruaunt  was  fledde  thither : 
thynking  that  if  he  might  come  in,  God  would  sende  hym  some 
succour,  but  darke  night  ouertooke  him  a  good  waye  of,  before  bee 
coulde  come  to  the  castell,  almoste  the  space  of  a  mile,  by  whiche 
meanes  he  arriued  there  very  late,  the  gates  being  shutte  vp  and 
the  bridges  drawen,  that  he  could  not  goe  in.  By  reason  whereof 
hee  was  verie  sorowefuU  and  discomforted,  lamentable  casting  his 
eyes  about,  to  espie  if  it  wer  possible  thai  at  the  lest  he  might 
shroude  him  selfc  free  from  the  snowe  :  and  by  chaunce  he  sawe 
a  house  vpon  the  walles  of  the  castell,  vnder  whiche  he  deter- 
mined to  reste  tyll  it  was  daye,  and  repairing  tliether,  he  found  vn- 
der the  house  a  doorc,  (whiche  was  locked)  vnder  which  doorc 
gathering  a  litle  strawe  that  he  founde  tiiereabout,  he  sat  down 
very  heauie  and  ponsife:  making  his  complaintc  many  tymcs  vnto 
saincte  luliau,  that  the  faith  which  he  reposed  in  him  had  nowe 
deceiued  him.  But  saincte  lulian  taking  piiic  rpon  him,  without 
any  further  dclaye,  prepared  him  (as  it  chaunccd)  a  good  lodging : 
for  there  dwelled  iu  that  castell  a  woman  whiche  was  a  wydowe, 
so  faire  a  persone  as  might  be  seene,  whom  the  Marques  Azzo 
louetl  as  his  life,  and  kepte  her  there  for  his  owne  pleasure.  And 
the  same  woman  dwelte  in  tlic  house,  vnder  the  porche  wherof 
Rinaldo  was  gone  to  reste  him  selfe,  vnto  whome  the  daye  be- 
fore, the  marques  resorted  to  disj^Kjrle  him  selfe  that  night,  and  in 
her  house  had  secretly  caused  a  bathe  to  be  made,  and  a  great  suj)- 
pertobe  prepared.  All  which  being  readie,  and  the  good  wyfc  ex- 
pecting nothing  els  but  the  comming  of  tlie  marques,  it  chaun- 
ccd that  one  of  his  men  called  at  the  gates  of  the  castell,  with 
newes  to  tlie  marques,  that  soduiuly  he  must  ryde  awaye;  where- 
fore he  sent  woordc  to  the  wydowe,  that  shee  should  not  attende 
his  conuning :  who,  not  a  litle  displeased  with  the  message,  not 
knowing  what  to  doe,  determined  to  enter  the  bathe  whiche  was 
prepared  for  the  marques,  and  when  she  bad  supped  to  goe  to 
vol..  u  Q 
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bedde.  This  bathe  was  harde  by  the  doore  whereunto  poore  Rinal- 
do  was  upprocUed.  The  widowe  being  in  the  bathe,  hearing  the 
plaintes  and  trembling  voyce  of  Uiiialdoi  thought  it  had  been  the 
Doyse  of  a  storke.  Whereupon  she  called  her  mayde  and  saide 
vnto  her:  "  Goe  vp^  and  looke  oucr  the  walles,  to  know  nho  is  at 
the  doore  and  what  he  would  baue."  llie  mayde,  according  to 
her  mai&tres  comma unde meat,  went  to  the  doore,  and  the  night 
being  somewhat  cJeare,  sawe  Kinaldo  sitting  in  his  shyrte,  bare 
legged,  shaking  for  colde,  as  is  before  said,  and  asked  him  what 
he  was.  Hiiialdo  with  his  teethe  shyiiering  in  his  bead,  coulde 
Bcarse  well  speake,  or  viler  a  woorde,  but  yet  so  brieflie  as  he 
coulde,  he  tolde  her  what  he  was^howe  and  for  what  purpose  he  was 
come  thither.  Aftcrwardcs  he  piteously  began  to  praye  her  (if 
she  could)  not  to  suffer  him  that  night  to  sterue  for  colde.  The 
maide  pitying  lus  estate,  returned  to  her  mftistxes,  and  lolde  her 
what  she  sawe:  who  likewyse  hauiiig  compassion  vppon  him,  re- 
niembring  that  she  had  tJie  keye  of  the  dore  (whiche  sometimes 
Benied  the  tunie,  when  the  marques  was  disposed  secretly  to  come 
in)  she  sayde  to  her  mayde :  "  Go  open  the  doore  softly,  for  we 
haue  prepared  a  supper,  and  here  is  no  man  to  eaie  it :  and  also 
here  is  lodging  sufiicient  to  harbour  him."  The  mayde  greatly 
praysing  her  maistres  for  hercurtesle,  wetite  forlh  and  opened  the 
doore.  And  when  he  was  lei  in,  they  sawe  him  to  be  almoste  fro- 
zen for  colde  :  sayinge  vnto  him,  dispaiche  good  felowe,  goe  into 
the  bathe,  being  yet  hotte.  Whiche  thing  he  right  willingly  did, 
not  looking  that  he  should  be  bidden  againe,  and  being  recom* 
forted  with  the  warmdi  tlierof,  he  fell  him  selfe  reuiued  from  death 
to  lift--.  Tlie  good  wyfe  caused  certayne  apparel  of  her  late  dead 
husband,  to  be  searched  out  for  him,  and  when  he  had  put  them 
on,  they  were  so  mete,  as  though  ibey  had  bene  made  of  purpose, 
and  wailing  what  ii  should  please  the  guod  wife  to  commaunde 
hini,  he  begun  humbly  to  Lbankc  God  and  saincte  lulian,  that  hee 
vas  deliuered  from  that  euill  nightc  (contrarie  to  his  expectation) 
to  BO  good  a  lodging.  After  this  the  fayre  wydowe,  somewhat  re- 
posing her  selfe,  caused  a  great  fyre  to  be  made  in  one  of  her  great 
chambers,  into  tlie  whiche  shcc  came,  and  deniaunded  her  mayde 
^hatmaner  ofman  he  was.  The  maid  aunswcred  :  "  Maistres,  nowe 
he  is  in  good  appa/cU,  he  is  a  verie  handsome  felowe,  and  seeiueib 
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"to  be  of  good  reputation  and  honestie."    "  Goe  thy  wayes  (quod 

'  her  maistres)  and  rail  hym  hether.     Bidde  him  come  to  the  fyre, 

and  tell  liym  that  he  shall  suppe  with  me,  tor  pcrchaunce  he  hath 

['eaten  no  meate  iliis  nighte."     Rinaldo  came  into  the  chamber,  and 

Being  the  wydowe,  he  made  to  her  great  reuerence  :  dianking  her 

for  herkindnessc  shewed  vntohim.     When  the  wydowe  had  seenc 

liim,and  heard  him  speakc,  poreoiuing  htm  to  be  suche  a  one  as  her 

mayde  reported, shee  intertaigned  him  in  curtcous  wyse,  causing  him 

familiarly  lo  sitte  dow  ne  belbre  tlie  fire,and  demaundcd  what  mishap 

brought  him  to  that  place.     To  whome  Rinaldo  rehersed  the  whole 

discourse.  For  she  had  heard  at  the  comming  of  Rinaldo  his  seruaunt 

to  the  ca3tell,abrute  of  hisroberie,  whiche  made  her  to  beleue  him 

I  the  better :  she  tulde  him  also,  that  his  man  was  come  to  the  towne, 

rand  howe  hee  might  easely  finde  him  the  next  morning.     And  after 

I  meate  was  serued  to  the  table,  R  inaldo  and  she  washed  together,  and 

then  sat  down  to  supper.     He  was  a  goodly  personage,  faire  and 

rpleasaunt  to  beholde,  yonge  and  of  good  bchauiour,  vpon  whom 

the  woman  many  limes  did  cast  her  eyes,  and  liked  him  well.     To 

'be  shorte,  this  lecherous  lady,  burning  inwnrdlye  withamouroui  de- 

"Byrc,  abused  her  selfe  with  hym,  in  steedc  of  the  marques.    But 

when  the  morning  began  to  shewe  foorlh  her  light,  the  wydowe,  to 

the  intent  no  suspicion  might  bee  hadde,  gauc  him  certaynebase 

and  course  appareH,  and  filled  his  purse  with  money,  praying  him 

l^to  kepe  her  counsel!,  and   first  lolde  him  whiche  way  he  should 

*take  to  aeekehisman,  letting  him  outal  thedoore  whereat  he  came 

in.     Who  seming  as  though  he  had  traueiled  a  great  waye   that 

^morning,  when  the  gates  were  opened,  went  into  the  casiell,  and 

founde  his  scruaunie.    And  then  patting  vppon  hym  suche  appa- 

f  rcU  as  was  in  his  male,  and  being  ahout  to  mounte  vpon  his  man's 

^horse,  it  came  to  passe,  like  as  it  had  bene  a  diuine  miracle,  that 

'tlie  tliree  iheues,  whiche  had  robbed  him  the  night  before,  were 

^taken  for  doing  an  other  robberie  a  little  whyle  after,  and  were 

fbrought  to  the  castcU,  and  vppon   their  confession,  his  horse,  ap- 

[■parell,  and  money,  were  restored  to  him  againe,  losing  nothing  but 

J  a  payre  of  garters.     Wherefore  Rinaldo  thanking  God  and  saint 

rlulian,  mounted  vppon  his   horse  and  reiourned  whole  and  saulfe 

fto  his  owne  house.     And   the  nextu  daye,  the  tlirce  theues  were 

conucicd  foorth,  to  blesse  the  worldewiih  Uieir  heeles. 
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THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  NOUELL. 


Three  yonge  men  kauiiigfondiye  consumed  all  thai  thet/  hadj  became 
verie  pooret  whose  nephewe  (as  he  rttourned  out  of  Enghnde  iuto 
Itaiiet)  iy  the  waye  feii  iuto  acqunintannre  nith  an  abbotet  whome 
(vpon  further  familiaritie)  he  knewe  to  be  the  kiug  of  Englandes 
dotighter,  zthiche  tohe  him  to  husbande.  Afterwarde*  she  restored 
his  vnctes  to  ait  their  losses,  and  sent  them  fiome  in  good  state  and 
reputation. 

There  was  sometyme  in  the  citie  of  Florence,  a  knight  called  Sir 
Tebaldo,  who  as  some  saie,  was  of  the  house  of  Lainberti :  and  as 
other  affirme,  of  Agolauti.  But  leaning  the  variaunce  of  whether 
house  he  was,  true  it  is,  that  hee  was  in  that  time  a  notable  riche 
and  wealthy  knight,  and  had  three  sonnes.  The  firste  called  Lam- 
berto,  the  seconde  Tebaldo,  and  tlie  thirde  Agolante,  all  faire  and 
goodly  yonge  men  :  and  the  eldest  of  whiche  was  not  xviit.yeares 
of  age.  When  the  sayde  Sir  Tebaldo  died,  to  tliem  (us  his  lawefiitl 
heires)  he  lefte  all  his  landes  and  goodes.  Who  being  verie  ryche 
in  readie  money  and  possessions,  continued  their  life  without 
goucrnement  at  their  owne  pleasures,  and  without  brydle  or  stay 
they  began  to  couirume  their  goodes.  Tliey  kepte  a  greate  and 
franke  house,  and  many  horses  of  great  value,  witli  dogges  and 
haukes  of  sundrie  kyndes,  giuing  liberal)  glftes,  and  obscruing  di- 
uerse  gestes  at  Tilte  and  Torney  :  doing  also  that  whiche  not  onely 
did  flpiKTtaync  and  belonge  to  gentlemen,  but  also  that  whiche 
was  incident  to  the  trade  and  course  of  youthe.  lliey  continued 
not  long  in  this  order,  but  their  substaunce  lefte  them  by  their 
father,  was  very  muche  consumed.  And  their  reuenues  (not  able 
to  raainteine  their  expenccs)  began  to  decrease,  whercufion  they 
were  fayne  to  morgage  and  sell  their  inheritaunce,  in  suche  wyse 
as  in  the  ende  they  grewe  to  extreme  pouertie.  And  then  pcnnrie 
did  open  their  eyes,  in  like  sorte  as  before  riches  had  closed  them 
vp.  For  whiche  cause,  Lainberto  vpon  a  daye  did  cal  his  other 
twoo  brethren  vnio  him,  and  tolde  them  of  what  honour  their 
father  was,  to  what  value  his  rychesse  did  amounte,  and  nowe  to 
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what  pouertie  they  were  come  tlirough  their  diaordinate  evpences : 
giuing  them  connsaile  (so  weli  as  he  could)  that  before  miscric  did 
growe  any   further  vpon   them,  by  selling  that  whichc  was  lefte, 
they  shoulde  goe  their  waye:    whiche  they    did.     And  without 
leaue  taken  of  any  man,  or  other  solempnitie,  they  departed  from 
Florencej  and  taried  in  no  place  bci'ori?  they  were  arriued  in  Eq- 
glande.     Where  taking  a  liile  liouse   in  the  citie  of  London,  they 
liued  with  litle  expimces,  and  began  to  lende  out  ihcir  money  to 
vsurte :   and    fortune  was  fK>  fauourable  vQto  them  by  that  trade, 
that  in  few  yeares  they  had  gay  ned  a  verie  notable  somme  of  money, 
whiche  made  them  one  after  an  other,  to  retire  agayne  to  Florence 
with  their  substaunce :   where  they  redemed  a  great  part  of  their 
inheritaunce,  and  bought  other  lande,  and  so  gaue  them  selues  to 
mariage:  continuing  neuerthelesse  in  Englande,  their  money  at 
interest.     They  sent  thither  to  be  their  faciour,  ayonge  man  their 
nephewe,  called  Alexandro.      And  they  three  dwelling  still  at 
Florence,  began  agayne  to  forget  to  what  miserie  their  inordinate 
expt^nces   hadde    brought  them   before.     And  albeit    they  were 
charged  with  housholde,  yet  they  spent  out  of  order,  and  without 
respect,  and  were  of  great  credite  with  euery  marchaunt :  whose 
expences,  the  money   that  Alexandro  many  times  did  send  home, 
did  hel[>e  to  supporte  for  cert^iine  yeares,  which  was  lent  out  to 
diuers  gcQtJemeu  and  barons  of  the  counirey,  vpon  their  castelles, 
manours,  and   other  reuenues,  wherof  was  receiucd  an  incredible 
profile.     In  the  meane  time  the  three  brethren  spent  so  largely, 
as  they  borowcd  money  of  othox,  fixing  all   their  hope  from  £u* 
glaade.     It  chaunced  that  warrcs  happened  betwene  tlie  king  of 
England,  and  one  of  his  sonnes,  whiche  bredde  muche  diuision  in 
that  laiidc,  some  holding  of  one  parte,  and  some  of  an  other.     By 
meancs  whereof,  all  the  manours  and  morgaged  landes,  were  taken 
awayc  from  Alexandro,  hauiug  nothing  wher  vpon  any  profite  did 
ryse.     Howebeit  he  dailye  trusted  that  peace  shoulde  bee  con- 
cluded  betweeue  the  fatlier  and  the  sonne,  and  tliat  all  ihinges 
should   be  snrrendrcd,  as  weli  tiic   principall  as  the  interest:  de- 
termining vppou  that  hope  not  lodeparte  thecountrie.     The  three 
brethren  whiche  were  at  Florence,   not   limitting    any  order  to 
tbetr  disordinatc  expences,  grewe  daylye  worse  and  worse.     But 
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in  proccasc  of  tyme,  when  all  hope  wns  paste  of  their  recoaeryc, 
the}^  loste  not  ouely  their  crediie,  but  the  creditoun  desirous  to 
bepaytle,  were  fayne  to  sende  them  loprj'son.     And  becaase  their 
inberiLauuce  was  not  sufficient  to  paye  the  whole  debte,  they  re- 
movned  in  prison  for  the  reste,  and  their  wiues  and  children  wer 
dispersed,  some  into  the  countrie^and  some  hetherand  ihether,  out 
of  order,  not  knowing  how  to  do,  but  to  abide  a  poore  and  mise- 
rable life  for  euer.     Alexandro  which  of  long  time  taried  for  a 
peace  in  Englande,  and  seing  tliat  it  came  not  to  passe,  consider- 
ing al*o  with  him  selfe  (ouer  and  besides  his  vaine  abode,  for  re- 
couerie  of  his  debtee)  that  he  waa  in  daunger  ofhisHfe,   he  pur- 
posed to  retourne  into  Italte.     And  as  he  trauailed  by  the  wayc 
alone,  and  departed  from  Bruges,  by  fortune  he  perceiued  an  abbot 
clotlied  in  white,  in  like  maner  about  to  take  his  ioumey,  accom- 
panied with  many  monkes^  and  a  great  traine:  bauing  much  cari- 
age  and  diuers   baggages  before.     After  whome  rode  twoo  olde 
knightes^  the  kinsmen  of  the  king,  with  whom  Alexandro  entred 
Bcquatntance,  by  reason  of  former  knowledge,  and  was  receioed 
into  their  companic,     Alexandro  thun  riding  with  them  frendlye, 
demaunded  what  monkes  tiiey  were  that  rode  before  with  so  great 
a  Uayne,  and  whetlier  they  went.    To  whome  one  of  the  knightn 
aunswered,  that  he  which  rode  before,  was  a  yonge  gentleman 
their  kinsman,  which  was  newly  chosen  abbot  of  one  of  the  best 
abbaies  in  England.     And  because  he  was  vcrie  yonge,  and  not 
capable  by  the  decrees,  of  suche  a  dignitie,  they  went  with  him  to 
Rome,  to  obteiue  of  the  holy  father  a  dispensation  for  his  age, 
and  for  a  condrmatlon  of  that  office.     But  they  willed  him  to  dis- 
close the  same  to  no  man.     And  so  tliis  newe  abbot,  riding  some- 
times before  and    sometimes   after,  as  wee   see  ordinarche  that 
lordes  doe  when  they   trauell  in  the  countriei  it  chaunced  that 
tlie  abbot  espying  Alexandro  riding  bestdetihim,  which  wasa  faire 
yonge  man,  honesty  curieous^  and  fainilier,  who  at  the  first  meting 
did  so  morueiiously  delight  him,  as   any  thing  that  euer  he  sawe 
in  his  life,  and  calling  him  vnto  him,  he  began  familiarly  to  talke, 
and  ajiked  what  he  was,  from  whence  he  came,  and  whether  he 
went.    To  whom  Alexandro  declared  liberally  all  his  state,  and  sa- 
tiftiied  his  demaunde,  offering  vnto  him  (although  his  power  was 
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litle)  al  the  seruice  he  was  able  to  do.  The  abbot  hearing  his 
courteous  oBer  and  comely  talke,  placed  in  good  order,  considering 
more  particulerly  the  state  of  his  nlfaires,  and  wayiiig  with  him 
aeife,  that  albeit  his  trainc  was  small  yet  neuerthelesse  he  semed 
to  be  a  gentleman,  and  then  pitying  liismishappes,  be  recomtbrted 
him  familiarly,  and  saide  vnto  him  :  That  bee  ought dailve  to  liue 
in  good  hope,  for  if  he  were  an  honest  man,  God  would  aduaunce 
him  againe  not  only  to  that  place  from  whence  fortune  had 
throwen  him  downe,  but  also  to  greater  estimation:  praying  him 
that  sjthenft  be  was  going  into  Thuscane,  whether  he  likewy  se  went, 
that  it  would  please  him  to  remaiue  in  hi&  companie.  Alexandra 
thanked  him  humhhe  of  his  comfort,  and  said  vnto  him  that  he 
was  redje  to  imploy  bim  selfe  where  it  sliould  please  him  to  com- 
maunde.  The  abbot  thus  riding,  (into  whose  mindenewe  thoughtes 
entrcd  vpoa  tiie  sight  of  Alexandro)  it  cliaunced,  alter  manie 
daies  iourneis,  they  arriued  at  a  village  that  wa^j  but  meanly  fur- 
nisl>cd  with  lodging.  The  abbot  desirous  to  lodge  there,  Alex- 
andro iutreated  him  to  light  at  the  inne  of  an  hoste  whic(i  wa« 
familiurly  knowen  vnto  him,  and  caused  a  chamber  to  he  ninde 
redie  for  him  selfe  in  the  worsie  place  of  the  house.  And  the 
mar&hall  of  the  abbot*s  lodgings,  being  alreadie  come  to  tlie  towno, 
(which  was  a  man  very  skilfull  in  those  airaires)  he  lodged  al  the 
traine  in  tiuit  village,  one  here,  an  other  there,  so  weJl  as  he  could. 
And  by  that  time  the  abbot  had  supped,  night  was  ferre  spcute, 
and  euerie  man  rejjaired  to  his  lodging.  Alexandro  demaunded 
the  hoste  wher  he  should  lier  To  whom  thcboste  made  aunswer^: 
'*  Of  a  trouthe  Maister  Alexandro  I  knowe  not,  for  you  see  that 
all  my  house  is  so  full,  aa  I  and  my  housholdc  are  faine  to  lie 
vpou  the  benches:  howe  be  it,  1  iiaue  certaine  garrettes,  hardead- 
ioyning  to  the  lordc  abbottes  chamber,  where  I  may  place  you 
very  well,  and  1  wyll  cause  my  folkes  to  beare  thither  a  pullet, 
where  if  you  please,  you  may  lodge  this  night."  To  w home  Alex- 
andro said.  "  But  how  shail  1  passe  through  the  abbot's  chamber, 
the  rowmc  being  so  streight  as  not  one  of  his  inonkes  ig  able  lo  lie 
there.  But  if  1  had  knowen  it  before,  the  curtcins  had  benedrawen, 
I  would  haue  caused  bis  monkes  to  liaue  lien  in  the  gjuret,  and  I 
my  self  would   liaue  lodged   whcie    they  do."     U  hcrunto  the 
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hoste  saide,  "  It  is  doen  nowe,  but  (mc  thin ke)  you  may  if  you 
Jiste  lie  tliere  so  weil,  as  in  any  place  of  the  house.  The  abbot 
being  asleepc,  and  tbecourteios  drawen,  I  wyU  softly  and  without 
noyaeconueye  a  pallette  thyther."  Alexandro  perceiuingthat  the 
same  might  be  done,  without  any  anoiauncc  to  the  abbot,  agreed 
and  conucyed  him  selfe,  so  Becrellye  as  hee  coulde,  through  the 
chamber.  The  abbot  whiehe  was  uot  asleepe(but  guue  him  selfe 
to  thiukc  and  imagine  rpcm  his  newe  desireH)  heard  the  wordes 
that  were  spoken,  betweene  the  hoste  and  Alexandro,  and  likewise 
vnderst^mding  where  Alexandro  lay,  was  verie  well  contente  in 
him  selfe,  and  began  to  saye  :  *'  The  Lorde  hath  sent  me  a  tyme 
fauourable  to  satisfie  my  desyres,  whiehe  if  I  doe  not  nowe  re- 
ceiue,  pcraduenturc  the  like  will  neuer  he  offrrd  againe."  Wher- 
fore  perswading  with  him  selfe  to  take  that  present  occasion,  and 
supfKising  likewyse,  that  eucry  man  was  a  sleepc,  be  called  Alex- 
andro so  softlie  as  he  could,  and  )villed  him  to  come  and  lie  beside 
binr:  who  after  many  excuses,  when  his  clothes  were  of  came  vnto 
him.  'llie  abbot  laying  his  armc  ouer  him,  began  to  attempte 
suche  amorous  toyes,  as  be  accustomed  belwoene  twoo  louers : 
whereof  Alexandro  meruayled  niuche,  and  doubted  that  the  abbot 
being  surprysed  with  dishonest  louc,  had  called  him  to  his  bedde 
of  purpose  to  proue  him.  Whiehe  doubt  the  abbot  (either  by 
presumption,  or  some  other  acte  done  by  Alexandro)  vnderstand- 
ing :  incontinently  began  to  smyle,  and  to  putte  of  his  shyrle  whiehe 
he  ware,  and  tokc  Alexandre's  bandc,  and  laide  it  ouer  his  sto- 
macke,  saying  vnto  him  :  "  Alexandro,  cast  out  of  thy  mynde  thy 
vnhonest  thought,  and  fele  here  the  tiling  which  I  haue  secrete.'* 
Alexandro  laying  his  haiideouer  theabbottes  stomackc,  perceiued 
that  he  had  twoo  breastes,  rounde  and  harde,  tlieskionc  whereof 
was  verie  fine  and  lender,  whereby  he  perceiued  that  hee  was  a 
woman,  whom  incontinently  hee  embraced,  and  without  looking 
for  any  other  inuitation,  he  would  haue  kissed  her,  but  she  saide 
vnto  him:  "  Before  thou  approche  any  nearer,  marke  what  J  shall 
saye  vnto  thee,  i  am  a  woman  and  not  a  man,  as  thou  males! 
percciue,  but  being  departed  a  maid  from  my  house,  I  am  going 
to  the  Pope,  to  prnye  him  to  place  me  in  mariage.  But  when  I 
first  viewed  thee,  the  other  daye,  whether  it  was  through  tliy  good 
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fortune,  or  my  mishap,  loue  attached  me  In  suche  wyse  as  neuer 
woman  loued  man,  as  I  do  thee,  and  therefore  I  do  purpose  to 
take  thee  tu  busbande  before  all  other :  but  if  thou  wilt  not  take 

I  me  to  wife  get  the  hence  and  retoume  to  thyne  ownebedde."  Alex- 
andre although  hee  knewe  her  not,  yet  hauing  regarde  vnto  the 
componie  and  traine  that  folowcd  her,  iudged  her  to  be  some  noble 
and  riche  ladle:  on  the  other  parte,  he  sawc  that  she  was  a 
personage  right  beautifull  and  faire,  therefore  without  any  further 
consideration,  he  answered.  "  That  for  so  muche  as  her  pleasure 
was  such,  he  was  verie  well  contented."  Shee  then  sitting  vp  in 
her  bedde,  hauing  a  litle  table  (wherin  the  picture  of  Christe  was 
painted)  indowed  him  with  a  ringe,  doing  the  order  of  espous- 
alles,  and  aJ'terwards  embracing  one  an  other,  to  their  gre^t  con- 
tentation  and  pleasure,  they  ioyfully  continued  together  that  night. 
And  after  they  had  deuised  and  concluded  the  order  and  meanes 
to  order  their  affaires  from  that  time  foorth,  Alexandre,  so  soiie 
as  it  wasdaye,  rose  vp  and  went  out  of  the  chamber  that  waye 
became  in,  without  knowledge  to  any  man  where  he  lay  that 
night.  Then  right  ioyfull  and  glad,  he  proceadcd  in  his  iourney 
with  the  abbot  and  his  companye,  and  within  fewe  daies  arriued 
at  Rome.  And  when  they  liad  remained  there  a  certain  time, 
the  abbot  taking  with  him  but  the  twoo  knightes  and  Alexan- 
dre, went  to  the  pope:  where  doing  to  him  their  due  reuerence, 
the  abbot  began  to  speake  in  this  wyse.  **  Holie  father  (as  your 
holinesse  doth  better  knowe  then  any  other)  euery  man  that  pur- 
poseth  to  liue  an  honest  life,  ought  toauoyde  (so  miicheas  iieth  in 
him)  all  occasions  that  may  drawc  him  to  the  contrary.  Which 
to  th'iuteni  I  that  am  desirous  to  leade  an  honest  life,  may  fully  per- 
forme,  am  secretly  fled  and  arriued  here,  in  the  habile  wherin  you 
see,  with  a  good  porcion  of  the  king  of  Englandes  treasure,  who 

,  is  my  father :  that  your  holtnes  may  bestow  me  in  mariage,  for  so 
muche  as  my  father  woulde  glue  me  to  wife  (which  am  a  yonge 
gentlewoman  as  you  see)  to  the  Scottishe  king,  a  very  riche  and 
welthy  prince,  but  yet  very  olde  and  decrepitc.  And  his  olde  age 
was  not  so  much  the  occasion  of  my  departure,  as  the  fcare  which 
1  conceiued  (through  the  frailtie  of  my  youth  to  be  maried  vnto 
him,)  to  commit  a  thing  that  should  be  contrarie  to  the  lawe  of  God, 
VOL.  1.  R 
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and  the  honour  of  the  bloud  roiall  of  my  father.  Aad  in  coming 
hitherwardes,  beiug  in  this  deepe  deliberation  with  myself,  al" 
mighty  God,  who  only  knoweth  assuredly,  what  Is  nedeful  and  ne- 
cessary for  vs  al,  did  place  before  mine  cies  (tlirough  his  gracious 
mercv  as  I  trust,)  him  that  he  thinkcth  mete  to  be  my  husband, 
which  is  this  yonge  gentleman  (pointing  to  Alexandio)  whom  you 
see  standing  besides  me.  Thehonestie  and  worthinesseofwhome 
is  well  able  to  matche  with  any  great  lady,  how  honorable  so  eiier 
she  be,  altliuugh  per  aduenture,  the  nobilitie  of  his  blond  is  not 
so  excellent  as  that  which  procedetb  from  the  roiall  and  princely 
stock.  Him  then  haue  1  chosen  to  be  my  husband,  him  I  will 
haue  and  none  other,  whatsocuer  my  father  shall  say,  or  any  other 
to  tlie  contrarie.  Wherefore  the  principall  occasion  thai  moue4 
me  to  come  hither,  is  now  dispatched.  But  I  will  accnmplishe  and 
performe  the  rest  of  my  voyage,  as  well  to  visite  the  holy  and 
reuerent  places  (wherof  this  citie  is  ful)and  your  holinesse:  as  also 
that  the  contract  of  mariage  (hitherto  only  made  in  ilie  presence 
of  God,  betwene  Alexandre  and  me,)  may  be  consnmate  openly 
in  the  presence  of  you,  and  consequently  in  the  sight  of  all  men  : 
Wheriore  1  humbly  beseche  your  fatlicvhode,to  be  agreablcvnto 
that  wbiche  it  bath  pleased  God  and  mce  to  bring  to  passe,  and 
that  you  would  giue  vs  your  benediction,  to  the  intent  we  may 
Hue  together  in  the  honour  of  God,  to  the  perfection  and  ende  of 
our  life."  AJexandro  greatly  raarueiled,  when  he  vnderstoode  that 
his  wife  was  the  doughter  of  Uie  king  of  Englande,  and  was  rapte 
with  an  vnspeakeable  ioye.  But  much  more  marueiled  tlie  two 
knightcs,  which  were  so  troubled  and  appalled,  that  if  they  had 
bene  in  any  place  els,  sauing  in  the  presence  of  the  pope,  they 
woulde  haue  killed  Alexandre,  and  peraduenture  the  lady  herself. 
On  the  other  part  the  pope  was  verie  much  astonned,  both  at  the 
habite  and  apparel!  of  the  lady,  and  also  of  herchuise.  But  know- 
ing that  the  same  could  not  be  vudoue,  he  was  content  to  suttsBe 
her  request.  And  first  of  all  he  comforted  the  two  knightes, 
whom  he  knewe  to  be  moucd  at  the  matter,  and  reduced  them  in 
auiitie,  with  the  lady  and  Alexandre:  then  he  gauc  order  what 
was  besie  to  be  done.  And  when  the  mariage  daie,  by  him  ap- 
pointed, was  come,  bee  caused  the  ladie  to  issue  forth,  clothed  in 
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roiall  vestures,  beforp  al  the  cardinalles,  and  many  other  great  per- 
Bonagca  that  were  repayrcd  to  the  great  feastc,  of  purpose  by  hym 
prepared.     Whiche  ladie  appeared  to  be  so  fayre  and  comelie, 
that  not  without  deserte  shee  was  prayfwd  and  commended  of  all 
the  assemblic.     In  like  maner  Alexandro,  gorgeoushe  apparelled, 
both  Id  outwarde  apparauace  and  condictoas,  was  not  like  one  that 
had  lent  money  to  vsurie,  but  of  a  more  princclie  grace  and  waa 
greatelyc  honoured  of  those  twoo  knightes,  where  tlie  popesolemp- 
nely  celebrated  (againe)  the  espousalles.     And  after  that  ryche 
and  royal]  manage  was  ended,  he  gaue  them  leaue  to  departe.     It 
seemed  good  to  Alexandro,  and  likewise  to  the  lady,  to  goc  from 
Rome  to  Florence,  in  whiche  citie,  the  brute  of  that  accidente  was 
alreadie  noysed,  when!  being  rcceiued  of  the  citizens  with  great 
honour,  the  ladie  deliucred  the  three  brethren  out  of  prison,  and 
hauing  firstc  payde  euerie  man  their  debte,  they  with  their  wiues, 
were  repossessed  in  their  former  inheritnunee.     Then   Alexandro 
and  his  wife,  with  the  good  will  and  ioyfull  gratulationsofallmen, 
departed  from  Florence,  and  taking  with  them  Agolaute,  one  of 
their  vncles,  arriued  at  Paris,  where  they  were  honourably  inter* 
tcigned  of  the  Frenche  king.    From  tlicnce  the  twoo  kuightes  went 
into  England,  and  so  pcrswaded  the  king,  tliat  they  recouered  his 
good  will  towardes  his  doughter :  and  sending  for  his  sonne  in  tawe» 
bee  receiued  them  both  with  great  ioy  and  triumphe.    And  within 
a  whyle  after,  he  inuested  hissaide  sonne  with  the  order  of  knight 
hode,  and  made  him  Earlc  of  Comcwale,  whose  wiaedome  proucd 
so  great,  as  hee  pacihcd  the  father,  and  the  sonne  whereof  iusued, 
surpassing  proHte  and  commoditie  for  the  whole  realmc,  whereby 
al&o  he  gained  and  got  the  loue  and  good  will  of  all  the  people: 
and  Agolante  his  vncle,  fully  recouered  all  debtcs,  due  vnto  him 
in  Englande.     And  the  Earle  when  he  had  made  his  vncle  knighte, 
suffered  him  to  relourne  in  riche  estate  to  Florence.     Tlie  Earle 
afterwardes  lined  with  his  wife  in  great  prosperitie  (and  as 
some  do  affirme)  both  by  his  own  poUicie  and  valiaunce, 
and  with  the  aide  of  his  father  in  lawe,  he  recouered 
and  uuercame  the  rcalmc  uf  Scotlande,  and 
was  there  crowned  Kyng. 
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THE  THIRTY-FIFTH  NOUELL. 

Landoipho  Ruffoh  being  imporerishedj  became  a  pirate  and  ta km 
bj/  the  Geueuuis,  w/is  in  daunger  of  drownings  ^ho  sailing  him- 
itlfe  vpon  a  litie  coafer  fuil  of  rich  ientUt  was  receiued  at  Corfu, 
and  beinge  cHerisfied  by  a  woman^  retoumed  home  very  riche. 

It  is  supposed,  that  the  sea  coast  of  Reggium  (in  Calabria)  is  the 
most  delectable  part  in  all  Italy,  wherin  (hard  by  Salerno)  tliere  is 
a  couMtrye  by  the  sea  side,  which  the  inhabitauntes  doe  lerme 
the  coast  of  Maify,  so  full  of  litle  cities,  gardeines,  fouotaines, 
riche  men  and  marchauntes,  as  any  other  people  and  countrie. 
Among  which  said  cities,  there  was  one  called  Rauello,  where 
in  lime  past  (allhougbe  in  these  dayes  there  be  veiy  rich  men) 
there  dweltc  a  notable  man  of  substaunce,  called  Landoipho 
Ruffolo:  who  being  i»ot  contented  with  his  riches,  but  desirous 
to  multiplye  them  double,  was  in  hazarde  to  lose  himselfe,  and  all 
that  he  had.  This  man^,  (as  all  other  miirchauntes  be  accustomed) 
after  he  had  considered  with  himselfe  what  to  doe,  boughte  a  very 
greate  shippe,  and  fraughted  the  same  with  sondrye  kindes  of 
marchaundize  of  his  owne  aduenturc,  and  made  a  'voyage  to  the 
isleofCypri,  where  he  found  (besides  the  commodities  which  he 
brought)  many  other  shippcs  arriucd  thcre^  laden  with  such  like 
wares:  by  which  occasion  it  happened,  that  hcc  was  forced  not 
onelye  to  sell  the  same  good  cheape,  but  also  was  constrained  (if 
hee  woulde  dispatch  his  goodes)  to  giuc  them  almost  for  naught, 
whereby  he  thoughte  that  he  was  vtterly  vadoue.  And  beinge 
greatly  troubled  for  that  losse,  uot  knowing  what  to  doe,  and 
seiug  how  in  so  htle  a  time,  of  a  rich  man  he  was  come  to  beg- 
gers  state,  he  thonghte  either  to  die,  or  els  b)'  piracie  to  recouer 
his  losses,  to  the  intent  he  might  not  reiurne  to  the  place  poore, 
irom  whence  he  was  departed  riche.  And  hauing  foonde  a  copese- 
man  for  his  great  barque,  with  the  money  thereof,  and  with  other 
which  hee  receiued  for  his  marchandise,  he  boughte  a  small 
pinnas,  meete  for  the  vse  of  a  pirate,  which  he  armed  and  fur- 
nished with  al  thinges  necessary  for  that  purpose:  and  detennined 
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to  make  himselfe  riche  with  tlie  goodes  of  other  men,  and 
chiefelye  hee  meut  to  set  vppon  the  Turkes:  whercunto  fortune 
was  more  fauourable  then  to  bis  former  trade:  and  by  ch^unce, 
by  the  s|>ace  of  one  yeare,  he  robbed  and  toke  so  many  foistes 
and  galleis  of  the  Turkes,  as  he  had  recouered  not  oncly  that 
which  he  loste  by  marchaundise,  but  also  more  then  twise  so 
muche  as  whereunto  those  losses  did  amountc. 

Wherfore,  well  punislied  wiih  the  first  sorow  of  his  losses, 
knowing  his  gaines  to  multiplie,  as  he  needed  not  returne  the 
seconde  time,  he  ihoughte  with  himselfe  that  the  same  which  he 
had  gotten  was  sufficientc:  and  therefore  determined  presently 
to  returne  to  his  owne  house  with  his  gotten  goods.  And  fearing 
the  hinderance  which  he  susteined  in  trafiique  of  marchaundise, 
hec  purposed  to  imploie  his  moneye  no  lunger  that  wayes,  but 
in  that  barque  wherewith  hee  had  gained  the  same,  with  his  ores 
hee  tooke  bis  course  liomeward :  and  being  vpjwu  tlie  uiaiue  sea, 
in  the  night  the  wind  rose  at  the  south  east,  which  was  not  onely 
contrary  to  his  course,  but  also  raised  such  a  tempest,  as  bis  smal 
barque  was  not  able  to  indure  the  seas,  Wheruppon  he  toke 
harborough  in  a  crekc  of  the  sen,  whiche  compassed  a  litle  ilaude, 
there  expecting  for  better  wind.  Into  which  creke  within  a 
while  after,  with  much  a  do  for  auoyding  of  that  tempest,  arriued 
two  great  argoscis  of  Genoa,  timt  were  come  from  Constanti- 
nople: the  mariners  of  which  greate  shippes,  when  they  sawe 
the  lille  barque,  tiiey  closed  vp  the  waye,  that  the  pinnas  could 
not  goe  out.  And  then  vnderstanding  of  whence  he  was,  and 
knowinge  by  report,  that  he  was  very  riche,  determined  (being 
men  naturally  giuen  to  spoile  and  loue  of  money,)  to  take  her. 
And  setting  a  shore  part  of  their  men,  well  armed  and  furnished 
with  crossebowes,  they  conueied  themselues  to  kcepe  and  defcode 
that  none  within  the  pinnas  (except  they  wouldc  be  shot  through) 
was  able  to  escape:  tlien  retiring  into  tlieir  skiftes,  wiih  heipe  of 
the  tide  they  approched  Landolpho  his  barque,  which  withont 
any  great  difHcultic,  in  a  small  space  they  toke  with  all  the  com- 
pany, not  loosini^  so  much  as  one  man.  And  carying  Landolpho 
aborde  one  of  their  cockes,  and  all  within  horde  his  little  pinnas, 
they  soncke  the  same  and  al  the  mariners,  and  kept  Landolpho, 
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suffering  him  not  to  haue  about  him  any  kind  of  armurei  not  so 
much  as  an  haberion.  The  next  day  the  winde  chaunged,  and 
the  shippcs  hoisted  vp  sailcs  toward  Leuant,  and  all  that  day 
prosperoublie  sailed  on  ih€^ir  voyage.  But  vpon  the  closing 
of  the  night,  a  storme  rose  againe,  and  separated  the  two 
ships,  one  irom  another^  and  by  force  of  the  wind,  it  chaunced 
the  ship  wherein  poore  Landolpho  vraSf  stroke  with  great  violence 
vpon  a  sande,  in  the  iland  of  Cephalonia :  and  as  one  would 
throw  a  glasse  against  a  wall,  euen  so  the  shippe  opened^  and  fell 
in  peeces,  whereby  the  sorowfull  mariners  that  stoode  abuue, 
(tlie  seas  being  couered  with  goodes^  coaffers  and  plancks  of  the 
ship  that  swamaboue  water,  which  chaunccth  many  times  in  such 
like  accidents,  the  night  being  darke  and  the  biUowes  going  high 
and  streinable,)  such  as  were  able  to  swim,  began  to  take  holde  of 
I  hose  thingcs  Which  fortune  gauc  vnto  them.  Amonges  whom 
wretched  Landolpho,  scinge  death  before  his  face  (which  he  so 
greatly  desired,  and  so  many  times  craned  the  day  before,  rather 
then  to  retournc  home  in  that  poore  estate)  was  afraied,  and  caught 
holdofabordc  amonges  the  rest,  trusting  it  might  chamice  that 
God  woulde  pardon  him  of  drowninge,  and  sende  him  some 
refuge  for  his  escape.  And  as  bee  was  a  horsebackc,  and  fletinge 
vpon  a  plancke,  so  wel  as  he  could,  (driuen  here  and  there  with 
the  sea  and  winde)  he  hclde  faste  the  same  till  it  was  day  lighte: 
which  when  he  perceiucd,  he  looked  about  him  and  saw  nothing 
but  the  cloudes,  the  seas,  and  a  coafler  swimiiiinge  aboue  water, 
which  was  driuen  so  nerc  bim,  that  it  made  htm  manye  times  to 
fcarc  that  it  wouid  be  his  ouerthrow.  And  the  nerer  it  came,  tlie 
more  hee  laboured  to  put  it  backe  (so  well  as  he  could)  with  his 
hande^  although  his  force  and  power  was  gone:  but  how  soeuer 
it  chaunced,  a  gale  of  wiude  blew  out  uf  the  skies,  and  strake  the 
coaffer  against  the  horde  whereuppon  Landolpho  was,  who  by 
that  meanes  driuen  backe,  was  forced  to  giuc  ouer  the  plancke, 
and  with  a  billow  was  beaten  vnder  the  water,  and  afterwardes, 
remounting  aloft  againe,  hee  swam  more  dirough  feare  then  force. 
And  seing  the  horde  caried  a  farrc  of  from  him,  fcaringe  lest  he 
should  not  be  able  to  fjislen  tlie  same  againe,  he  drcwc  toward 
the  coafer  which  was   oere  ynough  vnto    him,  and    laying  hit 
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breaste  vpon  ihe  couer  thereof,  he  made  it  go  (so  right  as  he 
could)  with  his  armcs.  And  in  this  manor  driucn  by  the  sen,  now 
here  now  there,  without  eating  (as  hauiog  not  wherwitliall)  and 
drinking  more  then  he  would,  he  continued  al  that  day  and  night 
following  not  knowing  wher  he  was,  for  he  sawc  nothing  but  sea. 
The  next  momiDg,  eyiher  by  the  will  of  God,  or  throughe  the 
winder  force,  Landolpho  (whicli  was  then  transformed  into  a 
sponge)  holding  faste  with  both  his  handes  the  brimmc  of  the 
coafer,  (like  as  we  see  them  that  feare  to  be  drowned,  do  take  hold 
of  the  next  thinge  that  commeth  to  hande.)  arriued  at  the  shore 
of  the  isle  of  Corfu,  wher  by  fortune,  a  poore  woman  was  scowring 
her  vessel!  with  sand  and  salt  water,  who  seing  him  draw  nere,and 
perceyuing  in  him  no  forme  or  fashion  of  a  man,  was  afraid,  and 
crying  out  rannc  backe.  He  not  able  to  speakc,  and  see  but  very 
litle,  could  say  nolhinge,  but  as  the  sea  droue  him  nerc  the  shore, 
the  woman  discr\*ed  the  likencs  of  a  coafer,  and  beholding  the 
some  more  aduisedlye,  saw  at  length  his  ormes  vpon  the  same 
and  therewithal  bis  face,  marueiting  with  her  selfe  who  it  should  be: 
wherfore  moucd  with  compassion,  shewente  into  the  sea  a  litJe 
wayc,  which  then  was  calme,  and  catching  him  by  the  heare,  she 
pluckte  him  and  the  coafer  to  lande :  and  with  much  a  doe  vnfold- 
ed  his  armesthat  were  about  the  coafer,  causing  her  roaide  that  was 
with  her  to  carrie  the  coafer  vpon  her  head  :  and  she  bare  him  to 
lande,  (like  a  litle  childe,)  which  done,  she  pnt  him  into  a  hotte 
bouse,  and  with  warme  water,  by  frotting  and  robbing  him,  his 
naiurail  heaie  and  other  his  sences  lost,  began  to  come  againe 
into  their  former  course.  And  when  he  saw  time  she  toke  him 
out,  cherishing  and  comfortinge  him  with  wynes  and  brothes,  and 
BO  well  as  shee  could,  made  him  at  length  to  recouer  his  force  ia 
Buch  wise  as  he  knew  wher  he  was.  Then  tlie  woman  deliuered 
him  his  coafer,  which  he  had  saued,  and  badde  him  to  sceke  his 
adueniure.  And  thus  this  good  wife  delt  with  Landolpho,  who 
litle  esteemed  the  coafer,  but  yet  he  considered  that  it  coulde 
not  be  oi  so  small  value,  but  iliat  it  was  able  to  beare  his  charges 
for  certaine  dayes.  Howbeit,  fcelinge  it  to  be  lighte,  he  was 
cleare  voyde  of  hope  to  haue  anyc  succour  and  reliefe  thereof. 
Neuerthelesse  (when   the  good  wyfc  waa  out  of  the  doores)  he 
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brake  open  the  Aame  to  see  what  was  within,  where  he  found 

many    precious  jewels,  some  bound  together  and   some   loose, 

wherein  he  bad  pretie  skill:  and   knowing  them  to  be  of  great 

value,  giuing  ihanckes  to  God,  which  had  not  yet  forsaken  him, 

was  wholy  recomforted.     Honrbeit,  for  so  much  as  in  a  litle  space 

be  liad  bin  twise  cruellye  distressed  and  tormented  by  fortune, 

fearing  the  third  time,  be  thought  that  it  was  ncedeful  for  him  to 

take  heede  how  to  dispose  his  things  in  safetie  till  he  came  home 

to  his  ownc  bouse.    Wherefore  bauing  bestowed  those  precious 

jewels  in  certainc  ragges  andcloutes  so  well  as  he  could,  he  said 

to  the  good  wife  that  he  had  uo  ueede  of  the  coafer,  but  if  shee 

woulde  giue  him  a  ba^gc,  be  would  bestow  the  same  vppon  her  : 

which  the  good  wife  willingly  did.     And  L^ndolpho  geuing  her 

so  great  thanckes  as  be  coulde,  for  the  kiudoes  which  be  had  found 

at  her  hands,  toke  his  leaue,  and   imbarkiqg  bimselfe^  be  passed 

to  Branditio,  and  from  thence  fi'om  place  to  place  till  hee  came 

to  Trani,  where  findiuge  diuers  of  the  citie  wherein  he  dwelt,  that 

were  drapers,  he  was   apparelled  of  them  (in  a  maner  for  Gods 

sake)  to  whoui  he  told  the  discourse  of  all  his  fortune,  except  the 

coafer,  who  lent  him  a  horse,  and  sente  diuers  in  his  company  to 

bring  him  home  to  Raucllo.    And  when  he  was  in  safety  arriued, 

he  thanked  God  tliat  bad  brought  him  thitlier,  where  he  searched 

his  bouget  with  more  leasure  tlien  he  did  at  the  first,  and  founde 

that  he  had  manye  stones  of  so  greate  value,  that  sellinge  them 

at  price  reasonable,  for  lesse  then  they  were  worth,  his  substaunce 

did  amount  to  so  much  more  then  it  was  when  he  departed  from 

his  house.     And  when  be  had  foande  the  meanes  to  dispatch  and 

sell  his  jewels,  he  sent  to  Corfu  a  good  peece  of  money,  to 

the  woman  that  toke  him  oute  of  the  sea,  to  recompcace 

the  kindnes,  that  lie  had  found  at  her  handes:  and 

the  like  to  tliem  of  Trani,  that  had  giuen  him 

apparell,  tiie  rest  he  toke  to  himselfe  and 

would  be  no  more  a  morcbaunte, 

but  liued  at  home   in  honest 

estate  to   the  ende  of 

his  life. 
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THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  NOUELL. 

Andreuccio  of  Perugia  being  come  to  Naples  to  buy  horses,  was 
in  one  night  surprised^  tpith  three  marueihtis  accidentes.  All 
which  hauitige  escaped  with  one  rubie  he  retourned  home  to  his 
house. 

These  was  at  Perugia  a  yong  man,  called  Andreuccio  di  Pietro, 
a  horse  corser,  who  vnderstandiDg  of  a  horse  faire  at  Naples,  did 
put  fiue  hundred  crownes  in  his  pursse,  and  neuer  traueling  before 
from  hitt  ownc  house,  went  thither  with  certaine  other  marchants, 
who  arriued  at  Naples  vpon  a  Sonday  at  night.  The  next 
morninge,  accordioge  to  the  instructions  giuen  him  by  his  host, 
he  went  to  the  t'ayre,  where  he  viewed  and  saw  many  horses, 
whereof  diaers  did  very  well  Uke  him,  and  demaunded  Uieir  prises: 
but  with  none  ho  could  agree  of  price.  And  to  shew  himselfe  a 
right  well  able  man  to  payc  for  tliat  he  bouglite,  many  times 
(like  a  dolte  and  foole  as  he  was)  hee  drew  out  his  pursse  stuffed 
with  crownes,  in  the  presence  of  them  that  passed  lo  and  fro. 
It  ciiaunced  that  ayonge  woman  ofScicilia  (which  was  very  feyre, 
but  ateuery  man's  commaundcment,  and  that  for  littlehire)  passed 
by  as  he  was  shewingc  his  purse,  not  marked  or  perceiued  by 
Andreuccio,  who  sodenlye  saide  to  her  selfe:  "  What  is  she  in  all 
this  towne,  that  should  be  like  vnto  me,  if  all  those  crownes  were 
anine?"  And  so  passed  forth.  There  was  with  this  yong  peate,  an 
(old  womanj  a  Scicilian  also,  who  so  sone  as  she  espied  Andreuc- 
mo,  forsoke  her  companion  and  ran  affectuouslye  to  imbrace 
[him.  M'hich  the  youg  woman  perceyuinge  (nut  speaking  a  word) 
[•he  gaue  good  lict-de  lu  that  ihcy  said :  Andreuccio  tourninge 
Ihimselfe  lo  the  olde  woman,  immediatlye  knew  her,  and  reioysed 
[jnuche  that  he  had  so  happcly  met  her:  whom  after  greaie  gratu- 
ELcions  and  manye  welcomes,  she  promised  to  visite  at  his  lodging, 
rhich  done,  she  departed  from  Andreuccio,  and  hec  retourned  to 
[.buy  his  horsse,  howbeit  that  morning  he  bought  none  at  all.  The 
yonge  dame,  which  hfid  6rst  scene  this  pursse,  and  marked  the 
acquaintaunce  between  the  old  woman  and  him,  to  aasaic  by 
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what  mcanes  she  might  get  that  moneye,  or  at  leaste  some  part 
thereof^  eubtelly  nsked  ihe  old  woman  what  man  that  was^  of 
whence,  what  he  did  there,  and  how  he  knew  her.  To  whoui  the 
olde  woman  particularlye  recompted  her  whole  accjuaintaunce, 
how  she  dwelt  of  long  time  in  Scicilia  with  \us  father,  and  afier- 
wards at  Perugia.  And  hkewise  she  told  her  when  he  relourned, 
and  for  what  cause  liee  was  (x>me  to  Naples.  This  iollie  weacbe, 
wholy  informed  of  Andreuccio  his  parentes,  and  of  their  names, 
made  a  plat  and  foundation,  by  subtill  and  craftie  meaues,  how  to 
obtaine  her  purpose:  and  when  site  was  come  home  to  her  house, 
she  sent  the  old  woman  about  businesse  for  that  day,  beeau»ie  she 
might  not  rctourne  to  Andreuecio.  She  had  dwelling  with  her  a 
pretie  girle,  well  noseled  and  brought  vp  in  doing  of  arranies, 
whom  about  cucning,  she  sent  to  the  lodging  of  Andreuecio  to 
make  inquirie  for  him:  where  by  fortune  she  chaunced  to  finde 
him  standing  alone  at  his  hostes  doore,  whom  the  girle  did  aske 
if  he  knew  not  an  honest  man  of  Perugia,  called  Andreuccio  di 
Pietro,  that  hosted  there:  "Yes  my  girle  (quoth  he)  I  am  the 
same  man."  Then  she  toke  him  a  side,  and  saide  vnto  him. 
"  Sir,  there  is  a  gentlewoman  of  tliis  towne,  that  would  gladly 
speake  with  you,  if  it  were  your  pleasure."  "Which  when  An- 
dreuccio heard,  by  and  by  bee  c-nlled  to  minde,  and  seemed  to 
himselfe  that  liee  was  a  goodly  yonge  man  of  person,  and  thrit 
withoute  double  the  same  woman  was  in  loue  with  him,  because 
in  all  Naples  he  thought  ther  was  none  so  proper  a  stripling  as 
himsclte:  whom  incontinently  he  aunswcared,  that  he  would 
waite  vpou  her,  demaunding  when  he  should  come  and  to  what 
place.  To  whom  she  matle  answere.  "  £uen  when  it  pleaseih 
"you  sir,  for  my  maistrcsse  atlendeth  at  home  for  you.  Andreuc- 
cio vpon  thai,  witlioule  any  word  spuken  to  his  hoste,  whither  he 
to  the  wench.  **  Go  thou  before,  and  I  will 
follow/*  And  the  girle  did  conduct  him  to  her  maistres  house, 
which  dwelt  in  a  streate  calletl  Marpertugio,  a  name  shewing  the 
honestic  of  the  streate,  wher  she  dwelt.  But  be  knowing  and 
suspecting  noiliing,  thought  the  place  to  he  right  honest  that  he 
weul  vnto,  and  the  wife  likewise  honest  and  good,  and  boldlie 
entred  the  house,  the  wencbe  going  before :  and  muuutinge  vp 
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the  staicrs,  this  yonge  grisUe  called  her  maistrcs,  sayinge  vnto 
her  that  maister  Audrenccio  was  come.  Who  redie  at  the  vpper 
iteppe,  seemed  as  though  she  attended  for  him.  This  ladie  was 
6ne  and  had  a  good  face,  well  apparelled  and  trimmed  after  the 
beste  maner.  And  soingc  maister  Andreuccio  at  hand,  descended 
two  steppes  of  the  staiers  with  herarmes  open  to  imhrace  him, 
foldinge  Uie  same  aboute  his  necke,  and  paused  a  certaine  space 
without  speaking  any  word,  as  thoughe  great  loue  and  eameste 
aflection  enforced  her  so  to  doe,  Tlien  weeping,  she  kissed  his 
face,  and  with  a  voice  halfe  vttered  betwene  howling  and 
speaking,  she  said  vnto  him :  "  O  Andreuccio  mine  ownc  deare 
hart,  most  hartely  welcome."  Andreuccio  nianieyling  at  those 
tender  words,  all  amazed  aunswearcd :  "  Gentlewoman,  and  you 
also  well  found  out."  Afterwards  she  toke  him  hy  the  hand  and 
conueied  him  vp  into  a  parlour,  and  from  thence  (without  further 
talke)  into  a  chamber,  which  was  all  perfumed  with  roses,  with 
flowers  of  orenges,  and  other  sweete  smelles:  where  he  sawe  a 
bedde  well  furnished,  and  diuers  sortes  of  apparell  placed  vppon 
presses  (aocordingc  to  the  maner  of  that  countrie)  and  many 
other  faireand  riche  ornaments.  By  reason  whereof  Andreuccio, 
wiiich  was  but  a  treshe  water  souldiour,  thought  that  shee  had 
been  a  great  ladie.  And  they  two  sittinge  together  vppon  a 
cheste,  at  her  bed's  feete,  she  began  thus  to  sayc  vnto  him. 
"  Andreuccio,  I  am  assured  you  do  greatly  w6nder  at  these 
faire  words,  this  curteous  iuterteignement,  and  at  tlie  teares 
which  I  let  fall.  And  no  marueile,  although  you  do  not  know 
mee,  and  pcraduenturc  neucr  heard  tcl  oi*  me  before:  but  I  wil 
declare  vnto  you  a  thing  more  straunge  and  marueilous  then 
that  is:  and  to  tell  yon  plaine,  I  am  your  owne  sister,  and  I  say 
Tnto  you,  that  sith  it  hath  pleased  my  Lord  God,  to  shew  me  so 
much  grace  and  fauour,  that  I  doe  now  see  one  of  my  brethren 
before  I  die  (altlioughe  1  desire  to  see  them  all)  1  care  not  when 
hce  do  call  mee  from  this  wretched  world:  lam  so  in  minde 
comfortefl  and  reteued.  And  where  it  may  chaunce,  that  yoa 
nener  vndersioode  so  much  before  this  time,  1  will  tell  you  the 
whole  discourse.  So  it  is,  that  Pietro  my  fatlier  and  yours,  dwelt 
of  long  time  (whereof  it  is  possible,  that  you  haue  heard  report) 
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at  Palermo,  where  through  tlie  gocMlnessc  and  frendlye  behaui- 
oure  of  hira,  there  be  yet  some  remayninpe  that  did  beare  iiim 
singular  good  wil  and  frendship.    But  amonges  other  which  Joued 
him  moste,  my  mother  (which  was  a  genilewomau,  aod  thea  a 
widow)  without  doubt  did  loue  him  best :  in  such  wise,  that  shee 
forgetting  the  lone  of  lier  fat!ier,  and  of  her   brethren,  and  the 
loae  of  her  owne  honour  and  reputation,  they  dealed  so  together 
as  they  begat  mee,  and   am    here  as  you  see.     Atierwardes  when 
your  father  and  mine  had  occasion  to  depart  from   Palermo,  be 
retoumed  to  Perugia,   leauing  my   mother  behinde,  and  me  his 
yong    doughter,  neuer  after  that  (so  farrc  as   I  knowe)  caringe 
neither  for  my  mother  or  me:  whereof  if  he  were  not  my  father, 
I  coulde  blame  him  very  much,  consideringe  his    ingratitude 
towards  ray  mother.     Albeit,  he   ought  to  vse   towards  mee  so 
muche  affection  and  fatherlye  loue   as   to  his  owne  doughter, 
being  come  of  no  kitchin  maide,  ne  yet  of  anye  base  woman : 
for  my  mother  otherwise  not  knowinge  what  he  was,  did  commit 
into  his  bandes  (moued  of  mere  loue)  both  herselfe  and  ali  that 
she  had.      But  what?  thinges  ill  done,  and  so  longe  time  past,  are 
more  easie  to  be  reprehended  tlieti  amended.    Thus  the  matter 
went,  he  left  mee  a  litle  infante  at  Palermo,  where  when  I  was 
growen  to  yeares,  my  mother  which  was  riche,  gaue  mee  to  wife, 
to  one  of  the  house  of  Gergenti,  a  gentleman  of  great  honesty 
and  reputation,  who  for  the  loue  of  my  mother  and  me,  retoumed 
to  dwell  at   Palermo,  where  greatly  fauouringe  the  faction  of  the 
Gueiphi,  hee  began  to  practise  a  eertaiae  enterprise  with  oure 
king  Charles,  which  being  knowen  to  king  Frederick,  before  the 
same  enterprise  could  take  effect,  we  were  forced  to  flie  out  of 
Scicilia:  at  what  time  I  had  thought  to  haue  been  the  cliicfest 
ladie,  that  euer  dwelte  in  that  island.    Wherfore  taking  with  vs 
such  fewe  tilings  as  wee  were  able  to  carie  (fewe  I  maye  well  call 
them,  in  respect  of  them  we  possessed)  and  Icauinge  our  houses 
and   palaces,  we   cauie  vnto   this  citie:  where   we   found   kinge 
Charles  so  beningne  towards  vs,  tliat  he  hath  recompenced  part  of 
our  losses,  which  we  sustened  in  his  seruice.     For  he  hath  giuen 
vs  possessions  and  houses,  with  good  prouision  of  housholde  to 
my  husband  and  your  brother  in   law,  as  you  now  see  and  per- 
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ceiue:  and  in  this  maner  I  doremaine  here,  where(sweetc  broilier) 
I  thancke  God  (and  not  you)  that  at  this  present  I  see  you  :"  and 
therwithall  she  toke  him  about  the  uecke,  weeping  tenderly,  and 
then  kissed  bis  face  againe.    Andreuccio  hearing  this  tale  spoken  in 
order,  and  disgcsled  from  poinct  to  poind  with  good  vtterance, 
wherof  no  word  stucke  betwene  her  teeth,  or  was  impeached  by  de- 
fault of  tongue,  and  remembriug  how  it  was  true  that  bis  father 
dwelt  at  Palermo,  knowing  also  by  himselfe  themaner  ofyongmen, 
which  in  their  youth  be  prompte  and  willinge  to  loue,  and  seinge 
her  tender  teares,  her  imbracingesand  honestc  kisses,  thougbte  ail 
that  shee  IkuI  spoken  to  be  moste  cert;»ine  and  true.     And  after 
shee  had  done  her  tale,  he  answered  in  this  wise :    "  Madame  you 
may  not  thincke  vnkindnesse,  if  I  doc  marueile  at  this,  for  that 
in  verye  deede,  [  baue  no  ncquaintaunce  of  you,  no  more  then  if 
you  had  neuer  beene  borue :  but  whetlier  my  fatlier  hath  spoken 
of  you  or  ofyour  mother  at  any  time,  truly  I  tlo  not  now  remem- 
ber: but  so   much  the  more  I  do  reioyce  that   I  hauc  founde  a 
sister  here  (as  I  truste)  because  I  am  here  alone:  and  certainely 
1  knowc  none  so  honourable,  but  you  may   seane  agreeable  vnto 
him  so  well  as  to  mee,  which  nm  but  a  poorc  maichaunt:  how- 
beit,  1  do  beseeche  you  to  tell  me  how  you  did  know  that  I  was 
in  the  city."    To   whom   she    aunswearcd:  "   This   morning  n 
poore  woman  which  oftentimes  rcpaireth  to  my  house,  gaue  mee 
knowledge  thereof,  because  of  long  time  (as  she  told  mc)  she  did 
dwell  with  your  father  at  Palermo  and  at  Perugia:  and  because  1 
thought  it  more  conuenienl  and  meetc,  to  biddc    you  home  to 
mine  owne  house  then  to  seke  you  in  another  man's,  I   thought 
good  to  send  for  you."     After  these  words,  she  began  in  order  to 
inquire  of  the  state  of  his  parents,  calling  them  by  their  proper 
names  :  whcreuuto  Andreuccio  made  aunswere,  that  now  he  per- 
eeiucd  he  had  better  cause  to  giue  credite  vnto  her  words  then 
before.    Their  discourse  and  taike  of  thinges  being  long  and  the 
weather  hot,  shee  called   for  Greke  wine   and  comfits,  and  made 
Andreuccio  to  drinke.     ^^ho  after  the  banquet,  desirous  to  depart 
to  his  lodging  (for  it  was  about  supper  time)  shee  by  no  meanes 
Aoulde  suffer  him,  but  making  as  though  she  were  ongrie,  said 
vnto  him :  '*  Oh  God!  I   see  now  most  euidenily,  that  3'ou  do 
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make  litle  accompte  of  mee,  being  yoiur  owne  sister  whom  yon 
ncuer  sawe  before,  and  in  her  house :  wliereiinto  you  ought  to  re- 
sorte  when  so  eueryou  come  to  tonne:  and  will  yuu  nuwe  forsaJce 
the  same  to  suppe  in  an  inne  ?  Bat  of  trouth  you  shall  not  chose 
but  take  part  uf  my  supper :  and  althoughe  my  husl>ande  be  not 
at  home  (whereof  I  am  righte  sorie,)  yet  you  shall  knowc  that  his 
wife  is  able  to  make  you  some  good  cherc."  To  whom  Andreuo- 
cio,  not  knowing  wol  what  to  say  els,  made  this  aunsweare:  *'  I 
do  loue  you  as  I  oughte  to  loue  a  sister:  but  if  I  goe  not  to  mine 
inne,  [  know  they  will  tarie  for  mee  all  this  night  before  they  go 
to  supper,  to  my  great  reproch  and  shame."  "  Praised  be  God 
(quoth  she  then)  1  haue  seruauntes  to  aduertise  your  host  that 
3'^ou  be  here  with  me,  to  the  intente  hee  shall  not  tarrie  for  you. 
But  pleascth  you  sir,  to  do  me  this  great  curtesie,  that  I  may 
scnde  for  your  companions  hiilier  tu  beare  you  company,  that 
afterwardes,  if  you  will  nee<ies  depart,  yemaye  goe  all  together." 
Andreuccio  aunsweared,  that  he  would  send  for  none  of  his  com- 
pany that  night:  but  for  so  much  as  she  was  so  importunate,  he 
himselfe  was  righte  well  content  to  satisfie  her  request.  Then  she 
made  jis  ihoughe  shee  had  sent  lo  his  inne  to  giue  word  that  they 
should  not  tarie  for  him:  and  alter  much  communication  supper 
was  placed  vppon  the  table,  serued  in  with  manye  deuise»  and 
sondrie  delicates  abund.inily,  and  she  witli  like  sleights  continued 
the  supper  till  it  was  darke  night.  And  when  they  rose  from  the 
table,  Andreuccio  made  hast  to  departe,  but  shee  would  not  sufier 
him,  lellinge  him  that  Naples  was  a  townc  so  straight  of  orders 
that  none  might  walkeabrode  in  the  night,  and  specially  straungers : 
and  that  like  us  she  had  sent  word  how  they  sliould  not  tary  for 
him  at  supper,  euen  so  she  hiul  done  for  his  bedde.  All  which 
Andreuccio  beleetiing,  and  taking  pleasure  that  he  was  witli  his 
sister,  (dcceiued  though  he  were  of  his  false  bcliefe)  was  wel  con- 
tented to  tarie.  Their  ndke  and  communication  after  supper  was 
of  purpose  diluted  and  protractcil,  and  one  part  of  the  night 
being  spent,  she  left  Andreuccio  in  his  chamber  going  to  bedde, 
aad  a  litle  boye  to  waite  vpon  him  to  see  that  he  lacked  nulhiuge, 
and  shee  with  her  women  went  into  another  chamber.  The  lime 
of  the  ycare  was  very  bottC}  wherefore  Andreuccio  being  alone> 
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striped  himsclfe  and  laid  his  hose  and  doiiblette  vnder  his  beddei 
head,  and  desirous  to  go  to  tlic  priuic,  he  asked  the  boie  where  it 
was,  who  pointing  to  the  doore  in  a  coraer  otthe  chamber,  said 
vnto  liim :  "  Goe  in  there."  Andreuccio  safely  wente  in,  and  chauno 
ed  by  fortune  to  set  his  fooic  vpon  a  borde,  whicli  at  both  endes 
was  loose  from  the  ioyat  whereiippon  it  lay,  by  reason  whereof 
the  bord  and  he  toinbled  downe  into  the  iakes :  and  God  so  loued 
him,  thai  in  The  fall  he  receiiied  no  liurt  although  it  were  of  a 
gf  od  height,  sauing  he  was  imbroincd  and  arraied  with  the  dunge 
of  the  place,  wherof  the  iakes  was  full.  Which  place  (to  the 
intent  you  may  the  better  vndcrstand  what  is  said,  and  what  shall 
follow)  eucn  as  it  was  1  wil  describe  vnto  yon.  There  was  in  a 
litJe  straighte  enirie  (as  manye  times  we  see  betwecne  two  houses) 
certaine  hordes  laied  vppon  two  ioistes,  betwenc  the  one  liouse 
and  the  oitior  :  vpon  which  was  placed  ibe  seate  of  the  priuie, 
one  of  which  hordes  was  the  same  that  fill  downe  with  Andreuc- 
cio, who  now  being  in  the  hottome  of  the  iakes,  sorowfuU  for 
tliut  sodaine  chaunce,  cried  oule  to  the  hoic  for  helpe.  But  the 
boie  so  so  one  as  hee  hearde,  that  bee  was  fdlen,  wente  in  to  tell 
his  maistrcs,  whoe  by  and  by  ranne  into  his  chamber  to  seeke  for 
his  clothes:  and  when  she  had  foundc  them,  and  in  the  same  his 
money,  which  Andreuccio  like  a  foole,  without  mistruste,  still 
caried  about  him:  she  now  possessed  the  thing  for  which  she 
had  before  luicd  the  snare,  in  fayning  her  selfe  to  be  of  Palermo 
and  the  douglilcr  of  one  of  Perugia.  And  caring  no  longer  for 
him,  she  straight  way  shut  fast  the  priuy  dixtre  whereat  he  went 
forth  when  he  fell.  Andreuccio  seing  that  the  boie  would  not 
aunswere,  began  to  cry  out  a  loude,  but  all  was  in  vaine:  wher- 
fore  suspecting  the  cause,  and  beginning  somewhat  to  late  to 
vndcrstande  the  deceipt,  he  lepl  ouer  a  lille  wall  which  closed 
tile  place  from  the  sight  of  the  sti-eat.  7\nd  when  he  was  in  the 
open  streaie  he  went  to  the  dore  of  the  house,  which  he  knew 
well  vnough,  makinge  a  noise,  rapping  hard  and  long  ai  the 
doore,  but  it  was  in  vaine:  for  which  cause  he  began  to  com- 
plaine  and  lamente,  like  vnto  one  tliat  manifestly  siiw  his  misfor- 
tune, saying:  *'  Alas,  in  howt  litlc  lime  haue  I  lost  fine  hundred 
crowues  and  a  sister."    And  after  many  other  words,  he  began 
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againc  to  bounse  at  the  doore,  and  to  crte  out.  He  rapped  so 
long  and  crjed  so  loude,  as  he  waked  manye  of  the  neighbours 
there  aboutes,  who  not  able  to  suffer  lliat  no)'sc,  rose  out  of  their 
beds,  and  omonges  others  one  of  the  maides  of  the  house  (fayning 
her  selfe  to  be  slepic)  looked  out  at  the  window  and  said  in  great 
rage :  "  What  noiae  is  bencatli  i"  "  Oh"  saide  Andreuccio, "  doyee 
not  know  mef  1  am  Andreuccio,  the  brother  of  madame  Flore* 
delice?"  "  Thou  hast  droncke  to  much  rac  thinkeih,  (qnoth  the 
maide)  go  sleepc  and  come  againe  to  morow :  1  know  none  called 
Andreuccio,  nor  yet  do  vndersiand  what  thou  meanest  by  those 
foolish  words,  get  tliec  hence  good  man  and  let  vs  sleepc  I  pray 
thee."  "  Why  (quoth  Andrcuccio)  docst  thou  not  heare  me 
what  I  say^  thou  knowest  rae  well  ynough  if  thou  wilt,  but  if  the 
Scicilian  kinred  be  so  sone  forgotten,  giue  me  my  clothes  which 
I  haue  left  behindc  me,  and  1  will  go  hence  with  al  my  hart." 
Whereat  the  maide  laughed  and  saide  :  "  I  thincke  the  man  is  in 
adreamc:"  and  with  that  she  toumed  her  selfe  and  shut  fast  the 
window.  Andrcuccio  now  sure  and  certaine  of  his  losses,  attach- 
ed with  incredible  sorow,  conuerted  his  anger  into  rage,  thoughte 
to  recouer  by  anoiaunce  that  which  he  could  not  get  with  fayre 
wordes.  AVhcrefore  taking  vp  a  bigge  stone,  he  began  againe 
with  greater  blowes  to  beate  at  the  doore.  Which  when  manye 
of  the  neighbours  (that  before  were  waked  oute  of  their  slrepe  and 
risen)  did  heiirc,  thinking  that  it  was  some  troublesome  felow 
that  counterfeited  those  words  to  aaoye  the  good  wife  of  the 
house,  and  all  they  likewise  troubled  widi  the  noyse:  loking  out 
of  the  windowes,  began  to  rate  him  wiih  one  voice  (like  a  sorte 
of  cunres  of  one  streate,  which  doe  baulc  and  barkc  at  a  straunge 
dogge  tliat  passeth  by)  sayiuge :  "  This  is  to  much  shame  and 
villanic,  to  come  to  the  houses  of  honest  women  at  that  time  of 
the  night,  and  to  sprakc  such  fonde  wordes.  Wherefore  (good 
man)  gette  thee  hence  for  God's  sake,  and  let  vs  sleepe:  if  thou 
haue  any  thing  to  do  with  the  good  wife,  come  againe  to  morrow 
and  disquiet  vs  no  more  to  night."  With  which  woordes,  as 
poore  Andrcuccio  was  somewhat  appeased,  one  that  was  within 
the  house,  a  ruffian  (that  kept  tlie  good  wife)  whom  Andrcuccio 
neuer  saw,  nor  heard  before :  looked  out  of  the  windowe,  and 
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with  a  bigge  and  horrible  voice,  demaunded  who  was  beneath  I 
Whereat  Andreuccio  lifting  vp  his  head,  saw  one,  that  so  fiir  as  he 
could  perceiue,  seemed   to  be  a  long   lubber  and  a  large,  with  a 
blacke  beard,  and  a  sterne   visage,   looking  as  thoughe  he  were 
newly  rysen  from  bcdde,  ful  of  slecpe,  gaping  and  rubbing  his 
eyes.     Whom  Andreuccio  aunsweared   in  fearefull  wise,  saying; 
"  I  am  the  good  wiue's  brother  of  the  house."     But  the  ruffian 
interrupting  his  answcare,  speaking  more  fiercely  then  at  the  first, 
said:  "  I  know  not  who  thou  arte,  but  if  1  come  downe,  I  will 
socodgel  and  bombaste  thee,  as  thou  slialte  not  be  able  to  sturre 
thy  selfc,  like  an  asse  and  dronken  beast  as  thou  art,  which  all 
this  night  wilt  not  suffer  vs   to  slepe."     And  with   these  wordea 
turning  bimsclfe  aboute,  he  sliutte  the  windowc.     Diuers  of  the 
neighbours  (which  knewc  better  the  conditions   of  that  terrible 
rufhan)  speakinge  faire  to  Andreuccio,   saide   vnto  him:   "  For 
God's  sake  good  man,  depart  hence  in  time,  and  suffer  not  thy  selfe 
to  be  slaine:"  "  Gctte  thee  hence  (quoth  an  other)  and  save  not 
but  thou  haddest  warning."     Whereat  Andreuccio  being  appalled, 
and  with  the  ruffians  woordes  and  sight  amazed,  moued  likewise 
by   the    counsaile  of  the  neighbours   that  spake  to  him  as    he 
thoughte,  in  charitable  wyse,  tokehis  waycto  rctoume  to  his  inne, 
the  sorowfulles  man  that  euer  liued,  and  in  greatest  despaire,  for 
lofise  of  his  money.     Tumingc  that  way,  wherein  he  was  guided 
by  a  iitle  girle  the  daye  afurc,  and  anoycd  with  the  stenchc  that 
be  felt  about  him:  desirous  to  goe  to  the  sea  side  to  washc  him, 
hee  declined    to  muchc  on    the  left  hande,  taking  the  waye   vp 
to  ttic  streai  called  La  Ruga  Catelluna,  and  as  hee  was  marching 
vp  the  highest  parte  of  the  citie,  by  chaunce  he  sawe  twoo  men 
before  him,  with  a  lunthomc  light  in  one  of  their  handes,  coming 
towardes  him,  for  auuyding  of  whom  (because  he  feared  that  it 
was  the  watche,  or  some  other  ill  disposed  persones)  hee  hidde  him 
selfe  in  an  olde  house  harde  by.     Hut  they  (as  uf  purpose)  went 
to   the   very  same  place:  where  one  of  them  discharging  hym 
■elfe  of  certain  instrumentes  of  yron,  whichc  he  bare  vpon  his 
backe,  both  of  them  did  vcwe  and  suriiele  those  yrons,  debating 
of  diuers  iliinges  touching   the  same,  and  as  they   were  talking 
togethers,  one  of  them  suyde:  "  What  meaneth  this?  1  smel  the 
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foulest  stcnche,  that  euer  I  felte  in  all  my  life."     And  when  he  had 
sayd  so,  lie  lifted  vp  the  lanlhorne  and  espied  miserable  Andreuc- 
cio  couchingbehindeihe  ffall,and  being afrayde,asked  who  it  was, 
Andreuccio   helde   his  peace.     But  they   approching  neare  liim 
with  their    lighle,    demaunded  what  hee  made  there,  so  fillhely 
aruied.    To  whom  Andreuccio  rehersed  the  whole  adueniure  as 
ilchaunceth.     Who  considering  the  cause  of  that  misfortune,  sayd 
one  to  an  other:  this   no  doubt  was  done  in  the  house  of  Scara- 
bone   Butta  Fuoco:  and  touming  towardes  Andreuccio,  one  of 
them  sayde  vnto  him.     "  Good  man,  although  ihou  hast  lost  thy 
money,  yet  thou  hast  great  cause  to  prayse  God  that  it  was  thy 
chaunce  to  falle,  and  not  to  enter  againe  into  the  house :  for  if 
thou  haddest  not  fallen,  assure  thy  selfe   that  when  thou  haddest 
bene  a  slepe,  thy  throte  had  bene  cuttc,  and   so  with  thy  money 
shouldest    hauc   loste   thy   life.     But  what  auailctli    it   nowe  to 
wepe   and  lamente :    for  thou   shalt   so   sone  plucke  the   starres 
out  of  the  skye,  as  euer  recouer  one  peny  of  tliy  losse  :  and  with- 
out doubt  he  will  kill   thee,  if  hec  vnderstande  that    thou   make 
any  wordes  thereof."     When  thej*  had  sayde  so,  and  had  giuen 
him  that  admonition,  they  comforted  him  in  this  wyse.     "  Good 
felowe,  we  doe  lament  thy  state:  and  therefore,  if  thou  wilt  ioyne 
thy  self  with  vs,  about  an  enterprise,  which  we  haue  in  hande:  we 
warrauut  ihee,  thou  shalt  get  a  great  deale  more  than  thou  hast  loste." 
Andreuccio  like  one  in  extreame  dispaire,  was  content.     The  daie 
before  was  buried  one  Messer  Philippo  Minuiulo,  an  archebishop 
of  Naples,  in   riche  pontificalles   and  omaraerites,  with  a  rubie 
vpou   his  finger,   that  was  worth  fiuc   hundred  ducaies  of  golde, 
whome  they   purposed  to  robbe  and  dispoile,  telling  Andreuccio 
the  whole  order  of  their  intent :  who  more   couetous,  then  well 
aduised,  went  with  them.     And  going  towardes  the  great  church: 
Andreuccio  his   perfume  began  to  scnte  very  strong,  whereupon 
one  of  them  sayde.     "  Is  it  not  possible  todeuise  awaye,  that  this 
ehiiteu  beaste  may  washe  him  selfe  in  some  place,   that  he  siinke 
no  more  thus  fihhelier"    "  Yes,  (quod  the  other)  there  is  a  pitte 
here  harde  by,  ouer  whichc  there  hangeth  a  pulley,  and  a  great 
bucket,  where  we  may  presently  washe  him."     When  they  were 
come  to  the  pitte,  they  founde  the  rope  hanging  still  vpon  the 
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pulley,  but  tlie  bucket  was  taken  away:  wherefore  they  thought 
beste  to  tie  him  to  the  rope^  and  to  let  him  downe  the  pitie  to 
washe  him  selfe:  and  that  when  he  was  washed,  he  sliould  waggc 
the  rope,  and  they  wouldehoiste him  vpagaioe.  Whichethey  did. 
But  itchaunced  that  whiles  he  was  thus  clensing  him  sclte  in  the 
pitle :  the  watche  of  the  citie  (because  they  swctte  and  the  night 
was  very  hot),  being  drie  and  thirstie  came  to  the  pitle  todrinke. 
The  other  iwoo  perceiuiug  ilie  watche  at  hnnde,  left  Andreuccio 
in  the  pitte  and  runne  awaye.  The  watche  whiche  was  come 
thether  to  drinke,  perceiucd  not  those  two  that  were  fleddc: 
and  Andreuccio  being  still  in  the  bottome,  when  he  had  clensed 
him  sclfe,  began  to  wagge  the  rope.  The  watche  sitting  downe 
by  the  pities  syde  caste  of  their  clokes  and  layde  downe  their  hal- 
bardes  and  other  weapons^  and  began  to  drawe  vp  the  rope,  think- 
ing that  the  bucket  full  of  water  was  tied  to  the  same.  When 
Andreuccio  was  haled  vp,  to  the  brinckc  of  the  pitte,  hee  forsoke 
the  rope,  and  cast  him  selfe  with  one  of  his  handes  vpon  xiie 
syde  of  the  same.  VShen  the  watche  sawe  that,  they  for  feare 
ranne  away  so  faste  as  they  could  without  speaking  any  worde. 
Wherof  Andreuccio  did  marueile  very  much:  and  if  he  had  not 
taken  good  holde,  he  had  fallen  agayne  downe  to  ihc  bottome, 
to  his  great  hurt,  and  peraduenturc  not  wilhuut  peril  of  his  life. 
Notwithstanding  being  out  of  the  pitte,  and  finding  halberdes 
and  other  weapons  thejre,  which  he  knew  wel  his  feUowes  brought 
not  with  them:  he  then  began  muche  more  to  wonder,  fiat 
betwene  feare  and  ignoraunce  of  tliat  which  happened,  com- 
plaining him  self  of  his  harde  fortune,  without  touching  of  any 
thing,  he  determined  to  go  from  thence,  and  wandrcd  he  could 
not  tell  whether.  But  as  he  was  departing  from  thai  place,  he 
met  his  fellowes,  retiring  backe  to  drawe  him  vp.  And  when 
they  perceiued  him  alredie  haled  out  of  the  pitte,  they  wcr  won- 
derfully abashed,  and  asked  who  drewe  him  outf  Andreuccio 
made  aunswere,  that  he  coulde  not  teli,  rehearsing  to  them  ia 
order,  wliat  had  chaunced,  and  of  the  things  he  founde  without. 
They  vnderstanding  the  matter,  laughed  and  tolde  him  againe 
the  cause,  wherefore  they  ran  awaye,  and  what  they  were  that 
drewe  him  vp.     And  without  further  talke  (being  then  about  mid-^ 
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night)  they  repaired  to  the  great  churche:  into  the  whiche  they 
easely  entred ;  and  wente  to  the  tombe,  whiche  was  of  marbl^ 
venc  huge  and  weightie :  the  couer  whereof  being  verye  gnat, 
with  their  crowes  of  yron,  and  other  tooles,  they  lifted  vp  so  &ire, 
as  one  man  was  able  lo  enter,  which  doen,  one  asked  an  other, 
who  should  goe  in  i  '*  Not  I"  quod  one  :  *'  And  not  I"  (quod  the 
other)  "  No,  nor  1"  quod  Andrenccio.  The  other  twoo  hearing 
Andreuccio  saye  9o>  stepped  vnto  hym,  saying :  "  Wille  thou  not 
goe  in?  by  the  faythe  wee  owe  to  God:  if  thou  goe  not  in,  we 
will  so  bcaie  thcc,  with  one  of  these  yron  barres,  as  thou  shalt 
ncucr  sturrc  againc  out  of  this  place."  Andreuccio  being  made 
their  common  riding  foole,  greately  fearing  when  he  heard  tUem 
saye  so,  went  in :  and  when  he  was  in  the  graue,  he  sayde  vnto 
him  selfe.  "  These  good  felowes  do  make  me  goe  in,  because  they 
would  deceiue  me :  for  when  I  haue  geuen  them  all  that  is  here, 
and  1  readieto  come  out,  they  mrane  to  mnne  awaie  to  saue  them 
seines,  and  to  leaue me behinde  without  any  i»arie  thereof."  Wher- 
fore  he  purposed  first,  to  take  his  owneporcion  to  him  selfe:  and 
remembring  ihe  ring  of  great  valour,  whereof  they  toldc  him:  so 
sone  as  he  was  in  the  graue,  he  pulled  it  of  from  the  archebisbop's 
finger, and  put  it  vpon  his  own :  and  afterwardes  taking  the  crosse, 
the  miter  and  the  gloaes,  dispoyliog  him  euen  to  his  shyrt,  he 
gaue  them  all  saying.  "  Tliat  tliere  was  nothing  els."  But 
they  pressing  vpon  him  that  there  was  a  ring  behinde,  willed 
him  rhroughly  to  make  searche  for  it:  howebeit  he  still  aun- 
swered  that  he  could  not  finde  it.  And  because  he  would  make 
them  to  tarie  a  Utle  longer,  he  fained  as  though  he  had  made  a 
further  searehe.  Tlie  other  so  subtile  and  malicious  as  he,  bad 
him  to  seke  stil :  and  when  they  saw  time,  they  tokc  away  the 
proppes  that  staied  vp  the  tombtf,  and  ran  awayc,  leauing  poore 
Andreuccio  fast  shutte  in  the  graue,  Whiche  when  Andrenccio 
peroeiued,  what  chaunced  to  him  then,  eche  man  may  consider: 
then  he  assaied  some  times  with  his  shoulders,  sometimes  with 
his  head,  lo  remoue  the  couer,  but  all  was  in  vaine.  A\  hereforc 
euen  for  verie  sorowe,  he  fell  in  a  sownde  vpon  the  dead  bodie 
of  the  bishop.  And  if  a  man  had  seene  them  both  at  that  instant, 
it  coulde  not  well  haue  bene  discerned,   whether  was   the  dead 
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corps,  the  archebishoppe  dead,  or  poore  Andrcaccio  dying  :  but 
af^er  be  was  come  to  him  self,  he  began  piteously  to  coinplaine, 
seing  hee  was  arriued  to  one  of  these  twoo  endes,  cither  in  the 
tombe  to  die  for  hunger,  and  with  the  stenche  of  the  dead  bodie, 
putrifying  with  wormes,  if  no  man  came  to  open  it:  or  ela  to  be 
hanged  as  a  thiefe,  if  hee  were  founde  witliin:  and  as  he  was  in 
these  considerations  tormented  with   sorowe:  ho  heard  a  noyse 
in  the  church  of  diuens  men,  who  as  he  thought  came  to  the  like 
&cte,  that  he  and   his   feluwes  had   done  before,  wherewith   his 
fearc  began  much  more  to  augmcnte.     But  after  they  had  opened 
the  graue  and  stayed  it  vp,  it  came  in  question  amongs  them  who 
should  go   in.     And   when  they    tiad   contended    a  good  space 
aboat    the    same,  a    priest   that   was  in    the  companie  sayde. 
"  Why  are  ye  afrayde  i  doe  ye  thinke  that  hee  will  eate  you  ?  the 
dead  neuer  eate  men  :  I  will  go  in  my  selt'e."     And  when  he  had 
sayde  so,  he  laied  him  downe  vpon  his   brcste  at  the  side  of  the 
graue,  and  thrusting  his  feete  in  before,  he  went  downe.     An- 
dreuccio   seing   that,  erected  him   selfe  vpright  and  caught   the 
priest  by  one  of  the  Icgges,  making  as  though  he  would  haue 
drawen  him  in ;  which  when  the  priest  perceiued,  he  cried  out  a 
loude,  speeding  him  self  out  so  fast  as  he  could.     Wherewithal 
the  reste  dJsmaied  almoste  out  of  their  wittes,  leauing  the  graue 
open,  loke  their  legges  and  ran,  as  though  a  hundred   tiiousand 
deuels  had  bene  at  their  tailes:  whichc  seing,  Andreuccio  (more 
ioyful  tlien  he  looked  for)  lepte  out  of  the  graue,  and  ran  as  faste 
as  he  could  out  of  Uie  churche,  at   the   place  where  he  came  in. 
At  what  time  dayelight  began  to  appeare,  and  he  with  the  ringe 
on  his  finger,  wandred  he  wiste  not  whether,   lyll  he  came  to  the 
seaside,  and  at  length   rccouercd   his  innc,   where  he  founde  his 
companie  and   \i\6  hostc  al  that  night,  taking  grcate  care  for  him. 
To  whome  recompting  tltat   whiche  chaunced,  his  hoste   gaue 
him  aduise  incontinent)}',  to  get  him  out  of  Naples,  whiche 
presently   he  did:  and   retourned   to    Perugia,   hauing 
bestowed  his  v.  C.  crownes  vpon  a  rynge,  whiche 
he  thought  to  haue  imploied  vpon  horses: 
for  whiche  cause  he  made 
that  iourney. 
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THE  THIRTY- SEUENTH  NOUELL. 

The  erh  of  Angien  being  falsely  accused,  waa  banished  out  of 
Fraunce,  and  left  his  twoo  sonnes  in  sondry  places  in  Englande, 
and  retourning  (vnknowen)  by  Scotlande,fouude  theim  in  great 
authoritie,  aftencardes  he  repayrtd  in  the  habite  of  a  senuzunte,  to 
the  Frenche  kinges  armie,  and  being  knowen  to  be  innocent,  was 
againe  aduaunced  to  his  first  estate. 

The  Romaine  empire  being  transferred  from  the  Freoche,  vntotbe 
Almanes,  there  rose  a  great  dtscencion  betwene  botlie  the  nacions, 
and  in  the  ende  a  cructl  and  coniinuall  warre.  For  whiche  cause, 
as  well  i'or  the  defence  of  his  kingdomc,  as  to  oft'ende  his  euie- 
mies,  the  Frenche  king  and  one  of  his  sonnes,  with  all  the  power 
of  their  owne  rcalme  and  of  their  frendes  and  allies,  assembled  a 
great  hoste  of  meniie  to  encountre  with  their  enemies:  and  be- 
fore they  proceaded,  because  they  would  not  leaue  their  rcalme 
without  a  goucrnoiir,  knowing  Gualtieri,  erle  of  Angier»,  to  be  a 
gentle  and  sage  knight,  and  their  moste  trustie  frend,  and  that  he 
was  a  man  moste  expert  in  the  art  of  warfare,  seming  vnto  them 
(notwithstanding)  more  apt  to  pleasure,  then  paine,  Icfte  him  lieu- 
tenaunt  gencrall  in  their  place,  for  the  goueniemeiit  of  the  whole 
kingdome  of  Fraunce:  and  proceded  in  their  enterprise.  The 
erle  then  began  with  great  knoweledge,  and  by  good  order,  to  exe- 
cute \iU  olbce  committed  vnto  bym,  doyngenothinge  withoute  the 
consente  of  the  queene,  and  her  fayre  daughter  in  lawe,  alihoughe 
they  were  lefte  to  be  vnder  his  custodie  and  gouemement,  yet 
neuertheles,  he  honoured  them  as  his  maistresses  and  supcriours. 
The  erle  Gualtieri  was  a  beautiful  personage,  about  the  age  of 
fuurtie  yeares,  so  familiar  and  well  coudicioned,  as  any  gentleman 
could  be,  and  be  sides  that,  hee  was  the  moste  excellent  and  trim- 
mest knight  that  was  knowen  in  those  dayes,  and  one  moste  cume- 
lie  in  his  apparell.  It  chaunced  that  the  king  and  his  sonoe,  be 
ing  at  the  warres  aforesaide,  the  wife  of  the  erle  died  in  the  meane 
whyle,  leauing  him  onely  twoo  title  yong  children,  a  sonne  and  a 
doughter,  whiclie  he  liad  by  her.     He  llien  frequenting  the  court 
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of  the  aforesaid  ladies^  talking  many  times  with  theim  about  the 
affaires  of  thercalme :  the  wife  of  the  kinges  sonne,  fixed  her  cye» 
vpon  him,  and  with  great  affection  (for  his  persone  and  vcrtucs) 
feruently  embraced  hym  with  secrete  louc.  And  knowing  her 
selfe  to  bee  yonge  and  freshe,  and  him  to  be  witliout  a  wyfe, 
ihonght  (sodainly)  to  bring  to  passe,  tliatwhiche  shee  desired,  and 
thinking  that  nothing  could  lette  it  but  onelye  shame  to  discouer 
it,  shee  purposed  vtterlye  to  abandone  the  same.  And  vppon  a 
daye  beyng  alone,  shee  sente  one  to  seeke  the  erle,  as  though  shee 
would  haue  communicated  with  liim  of  other  matters.  The  erle 
whose  mynde  was  farre  different  from  the  ladies,  incontinentlye 
came  vnto  her:  who  beyng  sette  downe  together  vppon  a  bedde 
(whiche  she  desired)  alone  in  a  chamber,  he  asked  her  twyse  vpon 
what  occasion  she  sent  fur  hym :  and  she  hauing  nothing  to  saye 
vnto  hym,  pressed  in  the  ende,  and  rapte  with  loue  waxed  verie 
shamefaste  and  almoste  wepinge,  and  quaking  for  feare,  with  faynte 
woordes,  began  to  saye  as  foloweth.  "  My  derely  bcloned  and 
louing  frende,  and  lorde,  you  may  easely  knowe  (beyng  a  wyse 
man  as  you  bee)  the  frailtic  of  men  and  women :  and  by  diners 
considerations,  the  weakcnesse  to  be  more  in  the  one,  then  in  the 
other.  Wherefore  (before  a  iust  iudge)  one  fault  of  diuerse  quali- 
ties, ought  not  of  reason  to  receiuc  one  like  punishement.  More- 
ouer  who  is  he  that  will  saye,  that  a  poorc  man  or  woman,  which 
getteih  their  liuing  with  the  labour  of  their  budie,  ought  not  more 
to  be  reprehended  if  they  become  amourous,  and  subiect  to  their 
lustes,  then  the  riche  ladye  whiche  takcth  no  care  for  her  liuiugi 
or  wanteth  any  thing  that  shee  dcsircth,  Truely  1  beleue  there  is 
none  that  will  saye  so  :  for  which  reason  I  suppose  that  the  things 
beforesayd,  ought  to  scnic  the  greatest  part  of  the  excuse  to  the 
aduauDtagc  of  her  that  doth  pusscsse  them  :  if  Jt  happen  that  shee 
gene  her  selfe  fully  to  the  conductions  of  loue:  and  tlie  superflu- 
sage  of  her  saide  excuse  ought  to  consiste,  in  that  shee  hath 
chosen  her  a  sage  and  vertuous  frende,  if  shee  that  louetli  bath 
done  so  in  dede.  Whiche  twoo  ihiogcs  as  they  ought  to  be  (in 
my  iudgcnient)  so  they  are  in  me,  and  many  other  also:  whiche 
ought  to  induce  me  to  loue,  acx'ordiugly  us  my  youth  requireth| 
and  the  great  di&taunce  that  is  betweene  my  husbande  and  mee. 
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It  beKoiicth  nowe  then,  that  they  should  aduaunce  them  selues  in 
your  presence,  for  the  defence  of  my  burning  loue  :  and  if  the 
same  do  raine  in  you,  whiche  haue  power  in  tlie  wiae,  then  I  be- 
seche  you  to  geue  me  counsayle  and  aide  in  the  thing  which  I 
shal  demaundc.  True  ii  is,  that  for  the  long  absence  of  my  hus- 
bande  (nol  able  to  resist  the  prickes  of  the  Heshe,  and  the  force  of^ 
loue)  whiche  be  of  suche  great  effect,  that  they  haue  many  limes 
past  and  yet  daily  do  vanquishe  and  ouercome,  not  only  feble  and 
weake  women,  but  also  the  strongest  men.  1  liuing  in  ease  and 
idlencs  as  you  se^and  forced  to  folovve  the  jdeasure:^  of  loue  and  to 
become  amourous :  and  as  1  do  knowc  well,  that  suehc  thinges  (if 
they  were  knowen)  should  not  be  reputed  honest.  Neuertbelesse, 
the  same  being  kepte  secrete,  I  trustc  shall  not  be  reprocheful. 
Notwithstanding  dame  I.oue  is  so  fnuourable  vnto  mee,  that 
not  onely  shce  hath  geuen  me  true  Judgement  in  choise  of  a 
frende,  but  hath  reueiled  vnto  me  that  it  is  you  whiche  is  worthy 
to  be  beloued,  of  sucli  a  ladie  as  I  am.  Por  if  1  be  not  greatlye 
deceiued,  I  doe  makeaccompte  that  you  be  the  fayrest  personage, 
the  scmeliest,  the  moste  curteous,  and  wysest  gentleman,  in  all 
the  realme  of  Fraunce.  And  as  1  maye  saye,  by  reason  of  bis 
absence,  that  I  am  witluiut  a  husband  so  may  you  affirmc  that  yoa 
be  without  a  wife:  wherefore  I  bescche  you,  for  the  loue  that  f 
beare  vnto  you,  that  you  will  not  denyeme  your  loue  and  frend- 
ship,  and  that  you  will  haue  pitie  \'pon  my  young  yeares,  whiche 
doubtles  do  consume  for  you,  as  1  see  against  the  ficrie  flames." 
At  which  wordc  the  teares  ran  downe  in  such  aboundance,  as 
where  she  thought  to  make  further  supplication  and  praiers,  she 
had  no  more  power  to  speakc.  But  holding  downe  her  head,  hke 
one  that  was  ouercome,  she  threw  her  self  downe  into  the  cries 
lappe,  who  hke  a  faithfull  knight,  began  to  blame  (with  sbarpe  re- 
bukes) her  fondc  and  foolishe  loue :  pushing  her  from  hym,  as 
shee  was  about  to  clepe  him  aboute  the  necke,  and  swoore  great 
othes,  that  rather  bee  woulde  be  drawen  in  pcces  then  consent  to 
suche  a  thing,  to  bee  done  by  him,  or  any  other,  against  the  honour 
of  his  lorde  and  maister.  W'hiche  woordes  the  ladie  hearing, 
sodainly  forgather loue,and  in  great  rage, say devnlo  him:  "  Shall 
I  then  be  frustrate,  thou  arrent  villayne,  in  this  wyse  of  my  de- 
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erred  ioye?  but  sithens  thou  goest  about,  to  seke  my  destruction, I 
will  cause  thee  to  be  put  to  death,  or  els  to  be  banyshed  the  worldc." 
When  she  had  sayde  so,  by  and  by  she  caught  her  selfe  by  the  beare 
of  the  head,  and  almoste  tare  it  of  cleane,  and  then  laydeliandes 
vppon  her  garmentes,  renting  the  same  in  peeccs,  and  afterwardes 
cried  out  aloude :  '*  Helpe,  hclpe,  the  erle  of  Angiers  wil  rauyahe 
me  by  force."  The  earle  seeing  tliat  (and  farre  more  doubting  of  the 
enuie,  and  malice  of  the  courte,  then  his  o\Fne  conscience,  for  any 
committed  facte,  fearing  also,  that  more  credicc  would  be  geuen 
to  the  wickednes»e  of  the  ladie,  then  to  his  innocencie)  conueigh- 
ed  him  selfe  from  that  place,  and  so  soone  as  hec  coulde,  hee  wente 
out  of  the  palace,  and  Aedde  home  to  his  ownc  house,  where  with- 
out any  further  aduise,  he  placed  iiis  children  on  horsebacke,  and 
so  well  as  he  coulde  caried  them  to  Callice.  At  the  brute  and 
noyse  of  the  ladie,  many  people  assembled  :  who  seing  and 
hearing  the  occasion  of  her  crie,  not  onely  beleued  her  wordcs, 
but  also  affirmed,  that  the  ponipouse  slate  of  the  erle,  was  vsed  by 
him  to  bring  to  passe,  th'effcct  of  his  desire.  Then  they  ranne  to 
the  houses  of  the  erle,  in  great  fiirie,  to  arreste  his  persone :  but 
not  finding  hym  there,  they  firste  sacked  his  houses,  and  after- 
wardes ouenhrewe  them  to  the  grounde.  The  newes  hereof  (so 
wicked  as  might  be  deuised)  arriued  at  the  king  and  dolphins 
campe,  whereof  they  were  so  troubled  and  offended,  as  they  con- 
dempned  the  earle,  and  all  his  progenic  to  perpetuall  exile:  pro- 
mising great  gifics  and  rewardes,  to  them  that  would  present  them 
quicke  or  dead.  The  erle  being  offended  in  his  conscience,  for 
that  he  was  iled,  innocent  of  the  facte,  made  himself  culpable 
therof,  and  arriued  at  Callice  with  his  children,  dissembling  what 
he  was,  and  sodainlye  passed. ouer  into  England,  and  in  poore  ap* 
pareli,  trauailed  vp  to  London.  And  before  he  entred  the  citie, 
he  gaue  his  children  diucrs  admouiciona,  but  specially  of  two 
things :  First,  thai  the^'  should  beare  paciently  tiie  pouertie,  wher» 
unto  fortune  (without  their  offence)  had  brought  theim.  After- 
wardes, that  wisely  they  should  take  hede,  at  no  time  to  manifeste 
and  declare  from  whence  they  came,  and  whose  children  they  were, 
as  they  loued  the  price  of  their  ownc  lyues.  The  sonnc  was  named 
Lewes,  almoste  of  the  age  of  nyne  yeares,  and  the  doughter  call- 
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ed  Violenta,  was  about  the  age  of  vm.  boihe  whiche  chyldreri, 
as  tlieir  age  could  suficr  them,  did  well  obserue  their  lathers  best, 
aa  aftensardes  it  did  right  wet  appeare.  ^nd  because  that  this 
might  the  better  be  brought  to  passe,  it  semed  good  vnto  him,  to 
alter  their  names,  naming  tlie  son  Perotto,  and  the  doughier  Gia- 
netta.  And  when  they  were  arriued  at  London,  in  maner  of  beg- 
gers,  they  craucd  their almosse,  and  being  by  fortune  for  that  pur- 
pose, one  morning  at  a  church  doore,  it  came  to  passe  that  a  great 
lady,  which  was  one  of  the  marshalles  of  Englandes  wiues,  in  go- 
ing out  of  the  church,  sawe  the  erle  and  his  two  litle  children 
begging  their  almose,  of  whom  she  dcmaunded,  what  couotrie 
man  he  was,  and  whether  those  children  were  his  owne,  or  not. 
To  whom  the  erle  answered,  that  he  was  a  Picarde,  and  by  reason 
of  a  wicked  facte,  done  by  his  eldest  sonne  (that  was  an  vnhappie 
boye)  he  was  forced  to  departe  his  counirie,  with  those  his  twoo 
children.  The  ladie  whiche  was  pitiful),  fixed  her  eves  vpon  the 
girle,  wlio  pleased  her  vcrie  much,  because  she  was  beautiful], 
gentil,  and  amiable,  saying :  "  Good  man,  if  thou  be  content  to 
leaue  vnto  mee,  this  thy  lide  doughtcr,  which  hath  a  good  face,  I 
will  willingly  take  her,  and  if  she  become  a  duetiful  maiden,  when 
shee  is  mariagable,  I  wil  marie  her  in  honest  wise."  This  de- 
maunde  greatly  pleased  the  erle,  who  redely  aunswered,  thai  hee 
was  contented,  and  with  teares  trickeling  downe  his  eyes  he  de- 
liuered  and  commended  his  preiie  doughter  vnto  her.  And  when 
he  had  thus  well  bestowed  her,  he  determined  to  tarrie  no  longer 
there,  but  in  begging  his  almose,  traueiled  through  the  coimtrie, 
with  his  Sonne  Perotto,  and  went  into  Wales,  not  without  great 
labour  and  paine,  as  one  ncuer  accustomed  Co  trauayle  on  foote. 
Where  dwelte  one  otlier  of  tlie  kyng  of  Englandes  marshalles, 
that  was  of  great  authoritie,  and  kepte  a  noble  house :  to  whose 
courte  the  erle  and  his  sonne  oftcntymes  repajred,  to  practise 
and  begge  their  liuing:  where  one  of  the  marshalles  sonnes,  and 
other  gentlemens  chyldren,  doyng  certnyne  chyldyshe  sportes  and 
pastymes,  as  to  runne  and  leape,  Perotto  began  to  entermedle  hym 
selfe  amonges  them  (who  in  those  games  dyd  so  excellentlye  well, 
as  none  was  his  better)  whiche  thyng  diuers  lymes  the  marshall 
perceiuing,  well  pleased  with  the  order  of  the  chylde,  asked  of 
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whence  hee  was.  It  was  tolde  him,  that  hee  wa*  a  poore  man's 
Bonnc,  which  many  tymes  came  ihyther,  to  begge  his  almose.  The 
marshall  desiring  to  haue  the  chiJde,  the  erle,  whichc  prayed  vnto 
God  for  nothing  els,  liberallye  gauo  hym  vnto  hym,  although  it- 
greened  hym  to  departe  from  him.  Tlie  erle  then  hauing  bestow- 
ed his  Sonne  and  his  do  igbter,  determined  no  longer  to  tarrie  in 
England,  but  so  well  as  he  coulde,  he  passed  ouer  into  Iroiunde, 
and  when  he  was  arriued  at  Stauforde,  he  placed  him  selfe  in  the 
seruice  of  a  man  of  arraes,  belonging  to  an  erle  of  that  countrie, 
doing  all  thinges  that  did  belong  vnto  a  scruing  man,  or  page: 
and  not  knowen  to  any  man,  hee  continued  there  a  long  time,  with 
great  paine  and  toile.  Vtolenta  named  Gianetta,  that  dwelt  with 
the  ladie  at  London,  grewe  so  in  yeares,  in  beautie,  in  personage, 
and  in  such  grace  and  fauour  of  her  lord  and  lady,  and  of  all  the 
reste  of  the  house,  and  so  well  beloued  of  al  them  that  knew  her, 
ttiat  it  was  meruailous  to  see.  All  men  that  sawe  her  maners  and 
countcnaunce,  iudged  her  to  be  wortliy  of  great  honour  aud  pos- 
sessions, by  reason  wherof,  the  lady  that  receiued  her  of  her 
father,  not  knowing  what  shoe  was,  but  by  his  reportc,  purposed 
to  mnrrie  her  hononrablie,  according  to  her  worthincsse.  But 
God  the  rewarder  of  all  mens  desertes,  knowing  her  to  be  a  noble 
woman,  and  tu  beare  (without  cause)  the  peuaunce  of  an  other 
man's  olfence,  disposed  her  otherwise,  and  to  the  intent,  that  this 
noble  gentlewoman,  might  not  come  into  the  handes  of  a  man  of 
ill  condicions,  it  must  be  supposed,  that  that  whiche  came  to  p<'isse 
was  by  God's  own  will  and  plcasuru,  suffred  to  be  done.  The  gen- 
tlewoman, with  whome  G  ianetta  dwclte,  had  but  one  onejy  sonne  by 
her  husband,  whiche  both  shee  and  the  father,  loued  verie  deare- 
lyc:  as  well  because  hcc  wfLs  a  sonnc,  as  also  that  in  vertue  and 
goo<l  merites  hee  grcatlye  excelled.  For  hee  surpassed  all  other 
in  good  condicions,  valiaunce,  goodnes,  and  beautie  of  personage, 
being  about  sixe  yeares  elder  then  Gianetta :  who  seyng  the  may- 
den,  to  be  both  fayre  and  comclye,  became  so  farre  in  loue  witti 
her,  as  he  estcmed  her  aboue  all  thinges  of  the  worlde.  And  be- 
cause he  thought  her  to  be  of  base  paroBtage,  he  durst  not  de- 
maunde  her  of  his  father  and  mother  to  wyfe.  But  fearing  that 
he  should  lose  their  fauour,  he  kept  his  Joue  secret,  wherby  he  was 
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worse  tormented,  then  if  it  had  bene  openly  knowen.  And  there- 
by it  chaunced,  through  loue's  malice,  he  fel  sore  sicke:  for  whose 
preseruaiion,  were  many  pliisiiions  sent  for,  who  marking  in  him 
all  si^es  and  tokens  of  sickencs,  and  not  knowing  the  disease, 
weiie  altogether  doubtfull  of  his  health:  whereof  the  father  and 
mother  tookc  so  great  sorowc  and  griefe,  as  was  possible,  and  many 
times  with  pitifuH  pralers,  they  demaunded  of  him  the  occasion  of 
his  disease.  To  whomv  he  gaue  for  aunswerc,  nothing  els  but 
heauie  sighes,  and  that  he  was  like  to  consume,  and  die  for  weake- 
nesse.  It  chaunced  vpun  a  day e  tliere  was  brought  vnto  him  a 
phlsicion,  that  was  very  yonge,  but  in  his  science  profoundlie 
learned,  and  as  he  was  holding  him  by  the  poulces,  Gianetta  (who 
for  his  mother's  sake,  attended  him  very  carefully)  entred  vpon  oc- 
casion into  the  chamber,  where  he  lay  sicke,  and  so  sone  as  the 
yonge  gentleman  perceiued  her,  and  that  shespakeneuerawoorde, 
or  made  any  signe,  or  demonstration  towardes  htm,  he  felte  in  his 
hart  to  arise  his  most  amorous  desire,  wherefore  his  poulces  began 
to  beateaboue  their  common  customc  :  whichc  thing  the  pbisicion 
immediatly  perceiued  and  marueiled,  standing  still  to  see  howe 
long  that  fitte  would  continue.  Gianetta  was  no  soncr  gone  out 
of  the  chamber,  but  the  beating  of  the  poulces  ceased :  wherefore 
the  phisicion  thought,  that  he  had  founde  out  some  part  of  the 
gentleman's  disease,  and  a  litle  while  after,  seming  to  take  occasion 
to  speake  to  Gianetta  holding  him  still  by  the  armes,  he  caused 
her  to  bee  called  in,  and  she  incontinently  came,  but  she  was  no 
soner  entred  the  chambre,  but  the  poulces  beg;ui  to  beate  againe: 
and  when  she  departed,  the  beating  ceased.  Wherupon  the  phisi- 
cion was  throughly  perswadcd,  that  he  vnderstode  the  effecte  of 
bis  sickenes,  and  then\iihall  rose  vp  and  taking  the  father  and 
tnoUier  aside,  sayde  vnto  them :  "  The  health  of  your  sonne  doth 
not  cousiste  in  the  helpe  of  phisicions,  but  remaineth  in  the 
handes  of  Gianetta  your  maidc,  as  I  haue  perceiued  by  moste  ma- 
nifest signcs,  which  maide  the  yong  man  feruently  doth  loue- 
And  yet  (so  farre  as  I  perceiue)  the  maide  dotli  not  knowe  it:  you 
tberfore  vuderstund  n«w  what  to  doe,  if  you  loue  his  life."  The 
gentleman  and  his  wife  hearing  this,  was  somewhat  satisfied  :  for 
10  muche  as  remedy  might  be  founde  to  saue  his  life,  although  it 


THE    BHLF.    OT    ANGIEES, 


149 


» 
^ 


j^oed  theim  greaily,  that  tlie  thini;  whereof  they  doubted,  should 
come  to  passe,  uliiche  was  thcniariage  betwene  Gianettaand  their 
Sonne.  The  phisicion  departed,  and  ttiey  repaired  to  their  sicke 
sonae,  the  mother  saying  vuto  him  in  this  wyse :  "  My  sonne,  I 
would  ncucr  haue  thought,  that  thou  wouldest  haue  kept  secret 
irom  mce,  any  parte  of  thy  desire :  specially,  seing  that  without 
the  same,  thou  doest  remaine  in  daunger  of  death.  For  thou  art, 
or  ought  to  be  assured,  that  iliere  is  nothing  that  may  be  gotten,  for 
thy  contentment,  whatsocuer  it  had  bene,  but  it  sliould  haue  bene 
prouided  for  thee,  in  as  ample  maner  as  for  my  self*-.  Hut  siihe 
thou  hast  thus  done,  it  chaunceth  that  our  Lord  God,  haib  shewed 
more  mercy  vpon  thee,  then  thou  hasi  done  vpon  thy  selfe.  And 
to  the  ende  thou  shalt  not  die  of  this  disease,  he  hath  declared  vnto 
me  the  cause  of  the  same;  whichc  is  none  other,  but  the  great 
looe  that  thou  bearest  to  a  yonge  maiden,  wheresoeuer  she  bee. 
And  in  deede  thou  oughtest  not  to  be  ashamed,  to  manifest  thy 
ioue,  because  it  is  meete  and  requisite  for  thyne  age.  For  if  I  wist 
thou  couidest  not  loue,  1  would  the  lesse  esteme  thee.  Now  then 
my  good  sonne,  be  not  afraid,  franckly  to  discouer  thine  affection. 
Driue  away  the  furie  and  thouglit  which  thou  hast  taken,  and 
wherof  thissickenes  commetb,  and  comfort  thy  selfe.  Being  assu- 
red, that  thou  shalt  desire  nothing  at  my  handes,  tliai  may  be 
done,  but  it  shall  be  accomplished  of  mee,  that  louetb  thee  better 
then  mine  owne  life :  and  therefore  cxpell  from  thee  this  sliame 
and  feare.  And  spare  not  to  teQ  me,  if  1  be  able  to  doc  any 
thing,  in  that  whiche  thou  louest.  And  if  thou  perceiue,  that  I 
be  not  carefiill  to  bring  it  to  passe,  repute  me  for  the  cruellest 
mother  that  euer  bare  childe."  The  yongc  gentleman  hearing 
these  woordes  of  his  mother,  was  first  ashamed,  but  alter  thinking 
witJi  him  selte,  that  none  was  so  well  able  to  pleasure  him  as  sbee, 
(driuing  awaye  all  shame)  sayed  to  her  in  this  wise:  "  Madame, 
there  is  none  other  thing  that  hath  made  me  to  kepe  my  loue  so 
secrete,  but  tliat,  whiche  1  see  by  commune  proofe  in  many»  who 
after  they  be  growen  to  yearcs  of  discretion,  doe  neuer  rerocmbre 
that  they  haue  bene  yonge.  But  for  so  much  as  herein  I  doe  see 
your  ladiship  discrete  and  wyse,  I  will  not  onely  affirme  that  to  be 
tme,  whichc  you  liaoe  perceiued  in  me,  but  also  I  will  confesse 
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what  it  is,  vpon  comlicion  that  the  effect  shall  folowe  your  pro- 
mise, so  farre  aa  lielh  in  you,  and  whereby  you  sbalbe  able  to  re- 
couer  my  life."  Whereunto  the  mother  trusiio^  to  much  in  that, 
which  she  ought  not  to  haue  accomplished,  for  certaine  considera- 
cioos,  which  afterwardes  came  into  her  minde,  answered  him  libe- 
rally :  "  That  he  might  boldly  discouer  all  his  desire,  and  that 
forthwith  she  would  bring  the  same  to  passe."  "  Madame  (&ayde 
the  yonge  man  tlien)  die  great  beautie,  and  commendable  quali* 
ties  of  yoar  maiden  Gianetta,  whom  aa  yet  not  only  I  haue  no 
power  to  intrcate,  to  take  pitie  vpon  mc,  but  also  I  haue  made  no 
wight  in  the  world,  priuie  of  this  my  loue.  The  not  disclosing 
and  secrecie  of  whose  loue,  hath  brought  me  In  case  you  see :  and 
if  so  be  the  thing,  whichc  you  haue  promised,  doe  Tiot  by  one 
meane  or  other  come  to  passe,  assure  your  selt'e  that  my  Ufe  is  but 
shorte/'  The  ladie  knowing,  that  it  was  more  tyme  to  comforte, 
then  to  reprehendc,  sayd  vnio  him  smiling :  "  Alas,  my  sonnc,  were 
you  sickc  for  this  ?  Bee  of  good  chcre,  and  when  you  are  whole  let 
me  alone."  The  yongc  gentleman  being  put  in  good  hope,  shew- 
ed in  htle  time  tokens  and  signes  of  great  amendcment.  Wher- 
of  the  mother  was  marucilous  glad,  disposing  her  selfe  to  proue, 
howe  she  might  obserue  that  which  she  had  promised.  And  on 
a  day  calling  Gianetta  vnto  her,  dcmaundcd  in  gentle  wise,  by 
waye  of  mery  talkc,  "  If  she  liad  not  gotten  her  a  louer."  Gia- 
anetta  with  face  al  blushing,  aunswered :  "  Madanic,  I  liaue  no 
nede  therof,  and  much  more  vnsemely  for  so  poore  a  damosell  as 
I  am,  to  meditate  or  tbincke  vpon  louers,  whiclie  am  banished 
from  my  frendes  and  kinsfolkc,  remaining  in  seniice  as  1  doe." 
To  whom  the  lady  saide:  "'  If  you  haue  none,  wee  will  bestowe 
one  vpon  you,  whichc  shall  content  your  rainde,  and  make  your 
life  more  delectable  and  pleasaunt :  for  it  is  not  meetc  that  so 
faire  a  maide  as  you  be,  should  continue  witliout  a  louer."  Where- 
unto Gianetta  answered  :  "  Madame,  waying  with  my  selfe,  that 
you  haue  taken  rac  from  my  poore  father,  and  brought  me  vp  as 
your  doughter,  it  becommeth  me  to  do  that  whiche  pleaseth  you, 
Notwithstanding,  I  intendc  neuer  to  make  any  complaint  to  yon  for 
lacke  of  such,  but  if  it  please  you,  to  geuc  me  a  husbande,  1  pur- 
pose  dutifully  to  loue  and  honour  liim.     For  my  progenitours  haue 
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left  me  none  other  inheritaunce  but  lionestie,  whichc  I  meane  to 
kepe,  so  long  as  my  lite  indureth."  These  vvoordes  to  the  ladye, 
Bemed  coairary  to  that  whiche  shee  desired  to  knowe,  to  atchieue 
her  promyse  made  to  her  sonne,  aJtliough  (lyke  a  w^'sc  ladie)  to 
her  selfe,  shee  greatly  praysed  the  daraosell,  and  saydu  vnto  her. 
"  But  Gianetta,  what  if  my  lorde  the  kyng  (whiche  is  a  younge 
prince,  and  you  a  fayremayden)  woulde  take  pleasure  inyourloue, 
woulde  you  refuse  him  f  VVhereunto  the  mayde  sodaynlye  aun- 
swered.  **  The  kyng  maye  well  force  mee,  but  by  consent  he 
shall  neuer  obtayne  the  thing  of  mee  that  ih  dishuneste/'  The  la- 
dye  conceyuyng  the  courage,  and  stoutuesse  of  the  mayden  in  good 
parte,  sayde  no  more  vnto  her,  but  thinking  to  put  the  matter  in 
proofe,  she  tolde  her  sonne,  thai  when  he  was  whole,  she  woulde  put 
them  both  in  a  chamber  that  he  mightc  banc  his  pleasure  vppon  lier. 
For  she  thought  it  dishonest  to  intreate  her  maide  for  her  sonne, 
because  it  was  the  office  of  a  ruffian.  The  yong  man  was  no- 
thing contented  therewith,  whereby  hee  sodaiulye  waxed  sicke 
againc :  which  the  ladye  perceiuinge,  opened  her  whole  intent  to 
Gianetta:  but  finding  her  more  constant  then  euer  she  was  be- 
fore, she  told  her  husband  all  that  she  had  done,  whoc  agreed 
(aithoughe  against  their  willes)  to  giue  her  to  be  his  wife,  think- 
ingc  it  better  (their  sonne  lyuing)  to  haue  a  wife  vnagreeahle  to  his 
estate,  then  to  suffer  him  to  die  for  her  sake.  Which  after  great 
consultation,  they  concluded,  whereof  Gianetta  was  maruelouslye 
well  pleased,  and  with  deuout  hartc  gaue  thankes  to  God  for  that 
he  had  nut  forgotten  her.  And  yet  for  all  that,  shee  woulde  ncuer 
name  her  selfe  otherwise,  then  the  doughler  of  a  Picarde.  The 
yoog  sonne  waxed  whole  incontinently,  and  was  maried,  the  best 
contented  man  aliue,  and  began  to  dispose  himselfe,  louingly  to 
lead  his  life  with  her.  Perotto  which  did  rcmaine  in  Wales  with 
the  other  marshal!  of  the  king  of  X^gland,  semblably  increased, 
and  was  welbeloued  of  his  maister,  and  was  a  very  comely  and  va- 
liaunt  personage,  that  the  like  of  him  was  not  to  be  fouud  in  all 
the  island,  in  such  wise  as  at  tomcis,  iustes,  and  otiier  factes  of 
armes,  there  was  none  in  al  the  counlrie,  comparable  vnto  him : 
wherefore  by  the  name  of  Perotto  the  Picarde,  hee  was  knowen 
and  renowmed.    And  like  as  God  had  not  forgotten  his  sister,  euen 
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SO  he  shewed  his  merciful]  remcmbraunce  of  him.     For  a  ceitaine 
plague  and  murtalitie,  happened  in  that  countrie,  which  coDt>umed 
the  one  halfe  of  the  people  there :  besides  that  the  most  part  of 
them  tiial  liued,  were  fledde  for  feare  into  other  countries,  wherby 
the  whole  prouincc,  socmed  to  be  abandoned  and  desolate.     Of 
which  plague,  the  marsball  his  maister,  bis  wife,  and  his  soane  and 
many  other  brothers,  neuewes,  and  kiusfolke  died,  of  whom  re- 
mained no  more,  but  his  onely  daughter,  which  was  mariageable, 
and  some  of  his  seruauntes,  together  with  Perotto,  whom  (after  the 
plagues  was  somewhat  ceased)  the  yong  gentlewoman   toke  for 
her  husband,  through  the  counsaile  and  consente  of  certainc  of 
the  countric  people  thai  were  aliue,  because  he  was  a  valiaunt  and 
honest  peiBonage,  and  of  all  that  inheritaunce  which  her  father 
lef^,  shec  made  him  lord.     A  litie  while  alter,  tlie  king  of  Englaode 
vnderstanding  that  the  marsliall  was  dead,  and  knowing  the  valour 
and   stoutnesse  of  Perotto  the  Picarde,  he  madc'him  to  supplye 
the  rowme  of  the  deade  marsball.     In  this  sort  in  short  time,  it 
cbaunced  to  the  two  innocent  children  of  tbe  Erie  of  Angiers,  which 
were  left  by  him  as  lost  and  quite  forlorne-     It  was  then  the  xviu. 
yeare  sitheus  tlie  Erie  fledde  from  Paris,  hauing  in  miserable  sorte 
fiuflred  manye  aduentures.     Who  seinge  himselfe  to  begin  to  waxe 
olde,  was  desirous  (being  yet  in  Irelande)  to  knowe  (if  bee  could) 
what  was  become  of  his  children.     Wherefore,  perceyuinge  that 
he  was  wholy  nltred  from  liis  wonted  forme,  and  feeling  himselfe 
more  lustie  (throughc  the  longe  exercise  and  labour  which  he  had 
flusteined  in  seruice)  then  he  was  in  the  idle  time  of  his  yontli,  he 
departed  from  his  maister  (verye  poore  and  in  ill  apparel)  with 
whom  bee  had  continued  in  seruice  a  long  lime,  and  came  into 
England  to  that  place  where  be  had  left  Perotto,  ajid  founde  him  to 
bemarshall  oflhecountrie,and  saw  that  be  was  in  health,  lustie,  and 
a  comelye  personage,    which  reioysed  him  maruclously,  but  he 
would  not  make  himselfe  to  be  knowen  to  him,  till  bee  had  seene 
what  was  become  of  his  doughter  Gianetta:  wherfore  taking  his 
ioumey,  be  rested  in  no  place,  till  he  came  to  London.     And  there 
»ecreiely  inquyring  of  the  lady,  witli  whom  he  had  left  his  daugh- 
ter, and  of  her  state,  he  learned  that  bis  doughter  was  her  eonnes 
wife,  whereof  bee  toke  exceding  great  pleasure.    And  from   that 
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thne  forth,  he  compted  his  aduorsities  past,  as  nothing,  siih  be  had 
found  his  chiJdrcn  liuing  and  in  such  great  honour.  And  desi- 
rous to  see  her  (began  like  apoore  man)  to  harbour  himselt'e  neare 
vnto  her  house^  whercupponacertaine  daye^  beinge  seene  of  Giac- 
cUetto  Lamyens:  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  husbande  of  Gia- 
netta,)  who  hauinge  piiie  vppoa  him  because  he  wa^  poore  and  old, 
commaiinded  one  of  his  seruaunts^  to  huue  )iim  into  the  house 
and  to  giue  him  mcate  for  God's  saJcc,  which  il»c  scruaunl  wijhng- 
]y  did  accompiiiih.  Gianciia  had  many  children  by  Giacchetto, 
of  which  the  eldest  was  but  tight  j-eares  olde  :  the  tayrest  and 
beste  fauoured  children  of  the  worlde.  W  ho  when  they  sawe  the 
erle  eate  meate,  they  all  came  about  him  and  began  to  make  much 
of  him,  as  though  by  nature's  instniction  they  had  knowen  him  to 
be  their  graundfaiher.  And  hee  knowinge  his  nephewes,  began 
to  shew  them  tokens  of  loue  and  kinduesse.  By  reiLSon  whereof 
the  children  would  not  go  from  him,  although  their  gouernour  did 
call  them  away :  wheifore  the  mother  beinge  lolde  the  same, 
came  oute  of  a  chauiber  vnto  the  place  where  the  eile  jras,  and 
ihreatned  to  bcate  them  if  they  would  not  do  as  their  maistcr  bad 
them.  The  cluldrea  began  to  crie,  and  said  tliat  tliey  would  tory 
by  tlytt  good  man,  that  loued  them  better  then  their  maister  did, 
n  herat  the  lady  and  the  erle  began  to  laugh.  The  erle  not  as  a  father 
but  like  a  poore  man,  rose  vp  tu  doe  honour  to  his  daughter  be- 
cause shee  was  a  noble  woman :  conccyuing  marueilous  ioy  in  his 
minde  to  see  tier:  but  she  knewe  him  not  at  all,  neither  at  that 
instant,  nor  after,  because  he  was  so  wonderfully  transformed  and 
chaunged  from  that  forme  he  was  wontc  to  be:  Like  one  that  was 
old  and  gray  headed,  hauinge  a  bcarde  leane  and  weatlier  beaten, 
resembling  rather  a  common  personne  then  an  erle.  And  the  ia- 
dye  seinge  tliat  the  children  woulde  not  depiirte  from  him,  but  still 
cryed  when  they  were  fetched  awayc,  shee  willed  the  maister  to  let 
them  alone.  The  children  remayning  in  this  sort  with  the  honest 
poore  man,  the  father  ut  Giacchetto  came  in  the  meanc  lime,  and 
vuderstode  this  of  their  maistcr  :  He  that  cared  not  for  Gianetta, 
said,  "  Let  them  alone  with  a  mischiefe,  to  kecpe  companye 
with  beggers,  of  wljom  ihey  come:  for  of  the  mothers  side,  they 
be  but  verletteii  children,  and  theHbre  it  is  no  marueilc,  though 
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they  lone  their  company."  The  erie hearing  those  words,  was  vetj 
sorowfuli^  notwithsUinding  (holding  downe  his  head)  he  sufTred 
that  iniurie,  as  well  as  he  had  done  manye  other.  Giacchetto  which 
knew  the  mirth  and  ioy  thai  the  children  made  to  the  poore  man 
(althoughc  he  was  offended  with  those  words)  neuerthelesse, 
made  as  much  of  the  poorcerle  as  he  did  before.  And  when  hee 
sawe  him  to  wecpe  he  commaunded  tliat  if  tlie  honest  poore  man 
would  dwel  there  to  do  some  seruice,  he  should  be  reteyned.  WTio 
aunsweared^that  he  would  tarrie  there  with  a  good  will,  but  he  said 
that  he  coulde  do  nothinge  els  but  keepe  horse,  whereunto  he  was 
accustomed  all  the  dayes  of  his  life.  To  whom  a  horse  was  ap- 
puinted  to  keepe^  and  dailye  when  he  liad  dressed  his  horse,  be 
gaue  himselfe  to  play  with  the  children.  Whiles  that  fortune  thus 
dealt  (uceording  to  the  manor  abouesaid)  with  the  erle  of  An- 
giers  and  his  children,  it  cliaunced  that  the  French  king  (after  many 
truces  made  with  the  Alraaynes)  died,  and  in  his  place  weis  crown- 
ed his  Sonne,  whose  wife  shee  was  that  caused  the  erle  to  be  ba- 
nished.^ V\  hen  the  last  truce  with  tlie  Almaynes  was  expired,  the 
warres  began  to  grow  more  sharpe,  for  whose  aide  the  king  of  En- 
gland sent  vnto  him  (as  to  his  new  kinseman)  a  grcale  nomber  of 
people  vnder  tlie  gouememcat  of  Perotto  his  marshall,  and  of 
Giacchetto  Lamyens,  souue  of  his  otlier  marshal],  with  whom  the 
poore  erle  went  :  and  not  knowen  of  any  inanne,  remained  a 
grcate  while  in  the  campe  as  a  seruaunt,  where  notwithstanding^ 
like  a  valiaunt  man,  with  his  aduise  and  deedes  he  accomplished 
notable  thinges  (more  then  hee  was  required.)  It  chaunced  that 
in  the  time  of  tlie  warres,  the  Frenche  fpieene  was  very  sore  sioke, 
and  perceyuing  hersclfe  at  the  point  of  death,  repenting  her  of  all 
hersinneid,  and  was  confessed  deu(»utly  to  the  archbishop  of  Koane, 
who  of  all  men  was  repined  an  holye  and  verluous  man  :  and  a- 
jDonges  all  her  other  sinnes  she  tolde  him  of  the  great  wronge  that 
she  had  done  to  the  erle  uf  Angiers,  and  was  not  onely  contented 
to  reueale  the  same  to  him  alone,  but  also  rehearsed  the  whole 
matter  before  many  other  personages  of  great  honour,  desiriog 
them  that  ihey  would  worke  so  witli  tlie  king,  that  if  the  erle 
were  yet  liuinge  or  anje  of  his  children,  ihey  might  be  restored 
to  their  state  agaioe.    Not  Jong  after  the  queene  departed,  and 
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was  honourablie  buried,  Whirli  confession  reported  to  the  kinge, 
(alter  certaine  sorowtiill  sighes,  lor  the  injuries  done  to  the  vaJiaunt 
man)  hee  made  proclamation  tliroughout  all  the  campe  and  in 
many  other  places,  that  whosueuer  could  bring  forth  the  erie  of 
Angiers,  or  any  of  his  children,  shoulde  for  euery  of  ihcm  re- 
ceiue  a  great  rewarde,  because  he  was  innocente  of  that  matter 
for  whicii  he  was  exiled,  by  the  onely  confession  of  the  queenc  : 
and  that  be  entended  to  exalte  him  to  his  former  estate,  and  more 
liigher  tlien  euer  hee  was.  \Miich  thing  the  erie  bearing 
(being  in  tlie  habite  of  a  seruaunt)  knowing  it  to  be  true,  by  and 
by  he  wente  to  Giacchctto,  and  prayed  him  to  repaire  to  Perotto 
lliat  tliey  might  come  together,  because  he  wouldc  manifest  vnto 
them  the  rhinge  which  the  kinge  sent  to  seeke  for-  And  wheu 
they  were  all  three  assembled  together  in  a  chamber  the  erie 
eaide  to  Perotto,  that  now  be  thought  to  let  him  vnderstand  what 
be  was,  saying  these  woordes  :  "  Perotto,  Giacchetto  wboe  thou 
seest  here  hath  espoused  thy  sister  and  neucr  had  yet  any  dowrle. 
And  because  she  maye  not  be  det^litute  of  her  dowrie^  I  purpose 
that  he  and  none  other  sliall  hauc  tlie  reward,  which  the  king  hath 
promised  to  be  so  great.  Thou  shalt  manifest  thy  seltc  Perotto^ 
to  be  the  sonne  of  the  erie  of  Angiers,  and  Violenia  the  wife  of 
Giacchetto  to  be  thy  sister,  and  me  to  be  the  crle  of  Angiers  thy 
fatlier."  Perotto  hearing  this  and  stedfastly  beholding  him,  began 
to  know  him,  and  weeping,  threw  himselfe  downc  at  his  feete, 
and  afterwards  imbracing  him,  saitl :  "  My  deare  father,  you  are 
right  hartely  welcome."  Giacchetto  hearing  first  what  the  erie 
had  saide,  and  after  seinge  what  Perotto  did,  he  was  incontinently 
suri>rised  with  so  great  marueile  and  ioye  that  he  knew  not  what 
to  do  :  notwilbstandinge,  gcuinge  crcdlte  to  his  words,  as  being 
ashamed  of  \he  opprobrious  talke,  which  he  liad  vsed  towards  the 
erie,  as  to  a  scruaunt,  weeping,  fell  downe  at  his  feete  and  hum- 
bhe  asked  pardon  tor  all  bis  raslie  behauiours  towards  him  :  which 
was  curteously  graunted  vnlo  him  by  tlie  erie,  who  tuke  l)tm  vp. 
And  after  euet^e  of  them  had  a  while  debatetl  of  theic  fortune, 
and  had  well  bewailed  the  same,  and  reioysed  one  with  another, 
iVrotto  and  Giacchetto  would  baue  newly  apparrelled  the  erie, 
but  he  in  no  wise  would  suffer  them.     And  beinge  desirous   that 
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Giacchetto  mighte  hane  assurance  of  the  rewarde  promised,  he 
woiilde  that  he  shouldc  first  present  him  to  the  king  after  that  sort 
in  the  habite  of  a  seniauote  as  he  was,  that  hee  mighte  make  him 
llie  more  ashamed.    Then  Giacchetto  with  the  eric  (and   Perotlo 
after)   came  before  the  king,  and  offred  to  present  tl»e  erle  and 
his  children  if  it  should  please  him  to  reward  him  according  to  the 
proclamation.     Tlie  king  incontinently    caused  to    be    brought 
forth  a  reward  of  marueilous  value,  (as  Giacchetto  thoughtc)  and 
commaunded  him  forthwith  to  present  the  erle  and  his  children 
according  to  his  promise.     Giacchetto  then  toumed  about,  and 
placed  before  him   the  erle  liis  seruaunt,  and    Peroito,    saying: 
**  Sir,  beholde  the  father  and  the  sonne,  the  doughtcr  which  is  my 
wyfe,  is  not  here.     But  by  God's  helpe  you  shal  see  her  shortly." 
The  king  hearing  tliis,  behelde  the  erle :  and  albeit  he   was  ao 
greatlye   chaunged  .from  his  fonncr  fauour,  after  bee  liad    well 
viewed  him,  he  knew  him,  and  with  teares  standinge  in  his  eyes, 
hee  caused  the  erle  to  rise  vp,  that  kneeled  before  him,  kissing  and 
imbrasing  him,  and  very  graciouslye  rccciued  Fcrotto:  and  com- 
maunded  forthwith  that  the  erle  should  be  restored   to  appareil, 
seniaunt,  horses  and  furniture,  according  to  his  state  and  degree, 
which  incontinentlye  was  done:  And  morcouer  the  kiuge  greatly 
honoured  Giacchetto,  and  forthwith  desired  to  know  all   their  for- 
tunes passed.     And  when  Giacchetto  liad  taken  the  great  reward 
for  bringing  forth  the  erle  and  his  children,  the  erle  said  vnto 
him :   "  Take  these  royaJI  rewards  of  the  king,  luy  soueraigne  lord, 
and  remember  to  td  thy  father,  that  thy  children,  his  nephewes 
and  mine,  be  no  beggcrs  borne  of  their  mother's  syde."  Giacchetto 
toke  the  reward,  and  caused  his  wife  and  his  mother  in  lawe  lo 
come  to  Paris  :   likewise  thither  came  the  wife  of  Pcrotto,  where, 
with  great  ioy  and  triumphe,  they  taried  a  certaine  space  wyth  the 
erle,  to    wliom  tlie  kinge  had  rendred   all  his  goodes,  and  had 
placed  him  in  greater  aucthoritie,  then  euer  hee  was  before-  Then 
euery  of  them  toke  their  Icaue  and  retourned  home  to  their  owne 
houses:  and  from  that  time  fortli  the  said  erle,  to  thcode  of  bis 
life,  liuedin  Paris,  in  greater  honour  and  aucthority, 
then  euer  he  did  before. 
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THE  THIRTY- EIGHTH  NOUELL. 

GiUtta  a  phmtions  dougfUer  of  Ntirbotty  healed  the  French  King  of 
a  fatnla,  for  reward  ahereof  she  Hemnunded  Ueltramo  counte 
of  Rossigiione  to  husband.  The  rottnte  being  mur'ted  against 
hisnilljfor  despite  fled  to  Florence  and  hued  another.  Giletta 
his  ttifef  Ay  poUicie  fottnde  meanes  to  life  with  her  husbande,  in 
place  of  his  louer^  and  uas  begotten  mth  childe  of  ttro  ionnes : 
which  knorten  to  her  husband^  he  receiaed  her  againe,  and  afier- 
ttards  he  lined  in  great  honour  and  felicitie. 

In  Franncc  tliere  was  a  gentleman  called  Isnardo,  the  counte  of 
Rossiglione,  who  because  he  was  sickely  and  diseased,  kcpte  al- 
wayea  in  his  house  a  phisition,  named  maisler  Gerardoof  Narbona. 
This  counte  had  one  onely  sonne  called  Beltramoi  a  very  yonge 
childe,  amiable  and  fayrc.  With  wliom  there  was  nourished  and 
brought  vppe,  many  other  children  of  his  age:  amongeswhom  one 
of  ihe  doughters  of  the  said  phisition,  named  Giletta,  who  fer- 
uently  fill  in  looe  with  Beltramo,  more  then  was  meete  for  a  maiden 
of  her  age.  Tliis  Beltramo,  when  his  father  was  deade,  and  left 
vnder  the  royall  custody  of  the  king,  was  sente  to  Paris,  for  whose 

.departnre  the  maiden  was  very  pensife.  A  litle  while  after,  her 
fiithcr  being  likewise  deade,  shce  was  desirons  to  go  to  Paris,  one- 
lye  to  see  the  yonge  counte,  if  for  that  purpose  she  could  get  any 

i;good  occasion.     But  being  diligently  loked  vnto  by  her  kinsfoike 

'(because  she  was  nche  and  fatherlesse)  she  could  secnoconuenicnt 
waye  for  her  intended  iourney  :  and  being  now  manageable,  the 

,  loue  she  bare  to  the  coUnte  was  neuer  out  of  her  remembraunce, 
and  refused  manye  liusbaudes  with  whom  her  kinsfoike  would 
baue  matched  her,  without  making  them  priuie  to  the  cause  of 

i  her  refusall.  Now  it  chaunced  that  she  burned  more  in  loue  with 
Beltramo  tlien  euer  shee  did  before,  because  she  hearde  tell  that 
hee  was  growen  to  the  state  of  a  goodly  yong  gentleman.  She 
beard  by  report,  that  the  Trench  king  liad  a  swelling  vpon  his 
breast,  which  by  reason  of  ill  cure  was  growen  to  be  a  Bstula,  which 
did  put  him  to  marucilous  paine  and  griefe,  aud  that  there  was  no 
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phisition  to  be  found  (although  many  were  proued)  that  couM 
heale  it,  but  rather  did  impaire  the  griefe  and  made  it  worse  aad 
worse.  Whcrfore  the  king^  like  one  in  dispaire,  would  take  no 
more  counsel)  or  hclpc.  Wherof  the  yong  mayden  was  wonder- 
ful! glad,  tiiinckinge  to  haue  by  this  meanes,  nul  onely  a  lawful! 
occasion  to  go  to  Paris,  but  if  the  disease  were  such  {as  she  sup- 
potted,)  easelyc  to  bringe  to  passe  that  shoe  miglue  haue  the  counte 
Bcltramo  to  her  husbandc.  Wliereuppon  with  such  knowledge 
as  she  had  learned  at  her  father's  hands  before  time,  shee  made  a 
poudcr  of  certaine  herbes,  which  she  thought  meete  for  that  disease 
and  rode  to  Paris.  And  the  first  thing  she  went  about  when  she 
came  thitherwas  to  see  the  counte  Bcltramo.  And  tlien  she  repa>Ted 
to  the  king,  praying  his  grace  to  vouchsafe  to  shew  her  his  griefe. 
Theking  jierceyuing  her  to  be  a  fayre  yonge  maiden  and  a  comelie, 
would  nut  hide  it,  but  opened  the  same  vn to  her.  So  soone  as 
shee  saw  it  shee  put  him  in  comrorte,  that  shee  was  able  to  heale 
him,  saying  :  "  Sir,  if  it  mayc  please  your  grace,  I  iruste  in  God 
without  anye  greale  paine  vnto  your  highncssc,  within  eighte 
dayes  to  make  you  whole  of  this  disease."  The  king  hearing  her 
say  so,  began  to  mocke  her,  saying  :  "  How  is  it  possible  for  thee, 
beinge  a  yong  woman,  to  do  that  whicii  the  besie  renowmcd  phi- 
sitions  in  the  world  can  not  r"  l^Iec  thanckcd  her  for  her  good  will 
and  made  her  a  riirecl  aunswcare,  that  bee  was  determined  no  more 
to  followe  the  counsaile  of  any  phisilion.  Whereunlo  ilie  maiden 
aunsweared :  "  Sir,  you  dispise  my  knowledge  because  1  am  yonge 
and  a  woman,  but  I  assure  you  that  I  do  not  minister  phisicke  by 
profession,  but  by  the  aide  and  heipe  of  God  ;  and  with  the  cun- 
ninge  of  maister  Gerardo  of  Narbona,  who  was  my  father,  and  a 
phisition  of  great  fame  so  longe  as  he  liued."  The  king  hearing 
those  words,  sayd  to  hiraselfe :  **  This  woman  peraduenlure,  is  sente 
vnto  me  of  God,  and  therefore  why  should  I  disdaine  to  prone 
her  cunninge  ?  for  so  muche  as  she  promiseth  to  heale  me  within 
a  litle  8pace,  without  any  offence  or  griefe  vnto  mee."  And  being 
determined  to  proue  her,  he  said :  "  Damose),  if  tliou  doest  not 
heale  me,  but  make  me  to  brcakc  my  determination,  what  wilt  thou 
shal  folow  iherof."  «  Sir,"  said  the  maiden  :  "  Let  me  be  kept  ia 
what  guard  and  keeping  you  list :  and  if  I  do  not  heale  you  with- 
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in  these  eight  dayes,  let  me  be  burnt:  but  if  I  dohealeyour  grace 
what  recompence  shall   I  haue  then?"  To  whom  the  kinge  aun- 
swered  :   "  Because  thou  art  a  maiden  and  vnmaricd,  if  thou  healc 
me  according  to  tby  promise,  I  wiL  bestow  thee  vppon  some  gen- 
tleman, that  shalbe  of  right  good  worship  and  estimation."     To 
whom  she  aunsweared  :  "  Sir,  I  am  very  well  content  that  you  be- 
stow me  in  mariage:  but  I  beseech  your  grace  let  me  haue  such  a 
husband  as  I  my  selfe  shall   demaund^  without  presumption   to 
any  of  your  children  or  other  of  your  blond."     Which  request  the 
king  incontinently  graunted.     The  yong  maiden  began  to  minis- 
ter her  phisirkc,  and  in  short  space  before  her  appointed  time,  she 
had  throughly  cured   the  king.    And  when  the  king  pcrceiued 
himselfe  whole,  said  vnto  her:   "  Thou  hast  well  deserued  a  hus- 
bande  (Gilctta)  euen  such  a  one  as  thy   sclfc  shalt  chose/'     "  I 
haue  then  my  lord  (cpioth  she)  deserued  the  countie  beltramo  of 
Rossiglione,  whom  I  haue  loued  from  my  youtli."     The  king  was 
very  loth  to  graunt  him  vnto  her :  but  for  that  he  had  made  a  pro- 
mise which  he   was  ioih  to  brcakc,  he  caused  him  to  be  called 
forth,  and  said  vnto  him  :  "  Sir  countie,  knowing  full  well  that  you 
are  a  gentleman  of  great  honour,  oure  pleasure  is,  that  you  returne 
Iiome  to  your  owne  house,  to  order  your  estate  according  to  your 
degree:  and  that  you  take  with  you  adamoscll  n-hich  I  haue  ap- 
pointed to  be  your  wife."     To  whom  the  countie  gaue  his  humble 
thanks,  and  demaundcd  what  she  was  P  "  It  is  she  (quoth  the  king) 
that  with  her  medecincs  hath  healed  me."    The  counte  knew  her 
wel  and   had  already  seen  her,  although  she  was  faire,  yet  knowing 
her  not  to  be  of  a  scocke  conucnablu  to  his  nubility,  skomcfuljy 
said  vnto  the  king,  "  VVillyouthen(6ir)giucmeaphisitiouto  wife? 
Jt  is  not  the  pleasure  of  (>od  that  euer  1  should  in  that  wise  be- 
stow my  selfe."     To  whom  the  king  said:  "  Wilt  tlmu  then,  that 
wee  should  breake  our  faith,  which  wee  to  recouer  health    haue 
giuen  to  the  damosell,  who  for  a  reward  asked  thee  to  husband  }" 
"  Sir  (quoth  Beltramo)  you  may  take  from  me  all  that  I  haue,  and 
giue  my  person  to  whom  you  please  because  I  am  your  subiect: 
but  I  assure  you  I  shal  neuer  be  contentwl  with  that  manage." 
"   Wei,  you  shall  haue  her,  (said  the  king)  for  the  maiden  is  faire 
and  wise,  and  loueth  you  most  intirely:  thinking  verely  you  shal 
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leadc  a  more  ioyful  life  wiih  her,  then  with  a  lady  of  a  greater 
house."    The  countie  iherewithal  held  bis  peace,  and  the  kinge 
made  great  preparation  tor  the  manage.    And  when  the  appointed 
day  waft  come,  the  counte  in  the  presence  of  the  Icing  (although  it 
were  against  hia  wil)  maried  the  maiden,  who  loued  him  better 
then  her  owne  bell'e.     Which  done,  the  counte  detennining  before 
what  he  would  do,  praie<l  licence  (o  retourne  to  his  couotrye  to 
conflummat  the  mariagc.     And  when  he  wa^  on  horsebacke  faee 
went  not  ihither  but  tokc  his  ioumey  into  Tuscanc,  where  vndcr- 
slanding  that  ilic  yiorcntincs  and  Scnois  were  at  wanes,  he  deter- 
mined to  take  the  Florentines  parte,  and  was  willingly  rccciued 
and  lionourablic  intertaigncd,  and  w;is  made  captaine  of  a  certaine 
nomber  of  men,  continuing  in  their  seruice  a  long  time.     Tlie  new 
maried  gentlewoman,  scarce  contented  with  his  vnkindnes,  hopinge 
by  her  well  doinge  to  cause  him  to  rcionrne  into  his  counirye, 
went  to  Rossiglione,   where  she  was  receiued  of  all  his  subjects 
for  their  lady.     And  perceyuing  that  thnmgh  the  countes  absence 
all  thingcs  wurc  spoiled  and  out  of  order,  shee  like  a  sage  tadye, 
with  grcate  diligence  and  care,  disposed  histhinges  in  order  againe: 
whereof  the  subicctes  reioysed  very  much,  bearing  to  her  their 
harty  loue  and   affection,  greatly   blaming  the  counte  because  he 
coulde  not  content  himselfe  with  her.    This  notable  gentlewoman 
hauing  rcstoretl  all  the  countrie  againe  to  their  auncient  liberties, 
sent  nord  to  the  counte  her  husband,  by  two   knights,   to  signitie 
vmo  him,  that  if  it  were  tor  her  sake  that  bee  had  abandoned  bis 
countrie,  vppon  rctoume  of  aunsweare,  she  to  do  him  pleasure, 
would  departe  from  tlience.  To  whom  he  chorlishly  replyed:  "  Lei 
her  do  what  she  liste:   for  I  do  purpose  to  dwell  with  her,  when 
she  shall  hauc  this  ring  (meaning  a  ring  which  he  wore)  v{x>n  her 
finger,  and  a  sonne  in  her  armes  begotten  by  roec."     He  greatly 
loued  that  ring,  and  kepte  it  very  carefully,  and  neuer  toke  it  from 
his  finger,  fur  a  certaine  vertue  that  he  knew  it  had.     The  knights 
hearingc  the  harde  condition  of  two  ihinges  impossible:  and  se- 
inge  tlrnt  by  tliem  he  could  not  be  remoued  from  his  determina- 
tion, reiournc<l  againe  to  the  lady,  tellinge  her  his  aunsweare:  who, 
very  soruwfull,  after  shee  had  a  good   while  bethoughle  her,  pur- 
posed to  finde  meanes   to  atiaine  the  two  thinges,  that  thereby 
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she  might  rccouer  her  busbande.  And  hauinge  aduised  her  selfe 
what  to  doe,  shee  assembled  the  noblest  and  ch'iefeste  of  her 
couatrie,  declaring  vnto  them  In  lamentable  wyse  what  shee  bad 
ftlreadye  done,  to  winne  the  loue  of  the  counte,  shewinge  them 
also  what  folowed  thereof.  And  in  tlie  ende  saide  vnto  theiro, 
that  sbee  was  lothe  the  counte  for  her  sake  should  dwell  in 
perpetual]  exile:  therefore  shee  determinetl  to  spende  the  reste  of 
her  time  in  pilgrimages  and  deuotton,  for  prcseruatiou  of  her 
ftouJe,  prayioge  theim  to  take  (he  charge  and  gouernemente  of 
tlie  countrie,  and  that  they  would  let  tlie  counte  vnderst;mde, 
that  shee  had  forsaken  bis  house,  and  was  remoucd  fane  from 
thence :  with  purpose  neuer  to  returne  to  Rossiglione  againe. 
Many  leares  were  shed  by  tlie  people,  as  slie  was  speaking  those 
wordes,  and  diuers  supplications  were  made  vuto  him  to  alter  his 
opinion,  but  all  iu  vaine.  Wherefore  commending  tliem  ail 
vnto  God,  she  toke  her  way  with  her  maide,  and  one  of  her  ktnse- 
men,  in  the  babite  of  a  pilgrime,  well  furnished  with  siluer  and 
precious  iewels:  telling  no  man  whither  shee  wente,  and  neuer 
rested  tiU  shee  came  to  Florence:  where  arriuingc  by  fortune  at 
a  poore  widowes  house,  shee  contented  bcr  seJfe  with  the  state  of 
a  poorc  pilgrime,  desirous  to  bcare  newes  of  her  lord,  whom  by 
fortune  she  sawe  the  next  day  passing  by  the  house  (where  she 
lay)  on  borsebacke  with  his  company.  And  altboughe  shee 
knewe  him  well  enoughe,  yet  shee  demaunded  of  the  good  wife 
of  the  bouse  what  hee  was:  who  aunsweared  that  bee  was  a 
Btraunge  gentleman,  called  the  counte  Beltramo  of  Rossiglione,  a 
curtcous  knight,  and  wel  beloued  in  the  city,  and  that  he  was 
maruelouslye  in  loue  with  a  neighbour  of  hcr's,  that  was  a  gentle 
woman,  verye  poore  and  of  small  substancCj  neuerthelesse  of  right 
honest  hfe  and  good  report,  and  by  reason  of  her  pouerty  was  yet 
vnmaried,  and  dwelte  with  her  mother,  that  was  a  wise  and  honest 
ladye.  Thecountesse  well  noting  ihese  wordes,  and  by  litle  and 
litie  debating  euery  particular  point  thereof,  comprehending  the 
effecte  of  those  newes,  concluded  what  to  do,  and  when  she  had 
well  vndcrstauded  which  was  the  house,  and  the  name  of  the  ladye, 
and  of  her  doughter  tliat  was  beloued  of  the  counte :  vppon  a  day 
repaired  to  the  house  secretely  in  the  babite  of  a  pilgrime,  where 
VOL.  I.  y 
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Hnding  the  mother  and  doiighter  in  poore  estate  among;es  their 
familie,  after  she  had  saluted  them,  told  die  mother  that  shec  had 
to   saye   vnto   her.    The    gentlewotoan    rysing  vp,    curteously 
interlayned  her,  and  being  entred  alone  in  a  chamber,  they  sate 
downe,  and  the  comitesse  began  to  speake  vnto  her  in  this  wise. 
"  Madame,  me  thincke  that  ye  be  one  vpon  whom  fortune  doth 
frowne,  so  wel  as  vpon  me :  but  if  you  please,  you  may  both  com- 
fort me  and  your  selfe."    The  lady  answered,  *'  That  there  was 
nothing  in  the  world  wherof  she  was  more  desirous  then  of  honest 
comfort/*     The  countesse  proceeding  in  her  talke,  said  vnto  her. 
"  I  haue  neede  now  of  your  iidelitie  and  truste,  whereuppon  if  I 
do  staye,  and  you  deceiue  mee,  you  sliall  both  vndoe  me  and  your 
Belfe."     "  Tell  me  then  what  it  is  hardlie  (said  the  gentlewoman  :> 
for  you  shall  neuer  bee  deceiued  of  mee."    Then  tlie  countesse 
begannc  to  recite  her  whole  estate  of  louc :  tellinge  her  what  she 
was,  and  what  had  chaunced  to  that  present  daye,  in  such  perfite 
order  as  the  gendewoman  beleeuinge  her,  because  shee  liad  partly 
heard  report  before,  began   to  haue  compassion  vppon  her,  and 
after  that  tlie  countesse  had  rehearsed  the  whole  circumstaunce,  she 
continued  her  purpose,  saying:   "  Now  you  haue  heard  amonges 
other  my  troubles,  what  two  things  they  bee,  whicli  behoueth  mee 
to  haue,  if  I  doe  recouer  my  husband,  which  I   know  none  can 
belpe  me   to  obtaine,  but   onelyc  you,  if  it  he   true  that  I   heare, 
which  is,  that  the  countc  my  husband,  is   farre  in  loue  with  your 
doughter."     To   whom   the    gentlewoman   sayd :   "  Madame,  if 
the  countc  loue  my  doughtcr,  I  knowe  not,  albeit  the  likelyhoode 
is  grcate :  but  what  am  1  able  to  doe,  in  that  which  you  desire  f* 
**  Madame,  aunsweared  the  countesse,  1  will  tell  you :  but  first  i 
will  declare  what  I  meane  to  doe  for  you,  if  my  purpose  be  brought 
to  effecte :    1  see  your  faire  doughter  of  good  age,  readie  to  marie, 
but  as  1  vnderatande  the  cause  why  shce  is  vnmaried,  is  the  lacke 
of  substance  to  bestowc  her.     Wherfore  I  purpose,  for  recom- 
pence  of  the  pleasure,  which  you  shall  doe  for  mee,  to  giue  so  much 
readie  money  to  marie  her  honourablie,  as  you  shall  thincke  suf- 
6cient."    The  countesse'  offer  was  very  well  liked  of  the  ladie, 
because  she  was  poore  :  yet  liauing  a  noble  hart,  she  said  vnto 
her.    "  Madame,  tell  me  wherein  1  may  do  you  seruicc :  and  if 
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it  be  a  thinge  honest,  I  will  t;indlye  perfonne  it,  and  the  same 
being  brought  to  passe,  do  as  it  shall  please  you."    Then  said  the 
countesse :    "   I  thincke  it  requisite,  that  by  some  one  whom  you 
tmste,  you  gioe  knowledge  to  the  counte  my  husband,  that  yonr 
doughtcr   is,  and  shalbe    at  his   commaundement :    and  to    the 
intent  she  may  be  well  assured  tltat  hee  louetU  her  in  deede  aboue 
auye  other,  she  must  pray  him  to  sende  her  a  ring  that  hee  wcareth 
vppou  his   finger,  which  ring  as   she    knoweth,  he  louetb  very 
dearely  :  and  when  he  semlcth  the  ringe,  you  shal  giue  itvntome, 
and  afterwardii  sende  him  woorde,  that  your  doughter  is  readie  to 
accomphshe  his  ple-asure,  and  then  you  shall  cause  him  secrotelye 
to  come  hither,  and  place  me  by  him  (in  stcede  of  your  doughter) 
pernduenture  God  wilt  giue  me  the  grace,  that  I  may  be  with 
child,  and  so   hauing   this  ring  on  my  finger,  aiid  the  childe  in 
mine  armes   begotten  by  him,  I  mayc  recouer  him,  and  by  your 
meanes  continue  with  bim,  as  a  wife  ought  to  do  with  her  hus- 
bande."     Tlus  thinge  seemed  difficulte  vnto   the  gentlewoman : 
fearing  that   tliere   woulde   folowe   reproclie  vnto   her  doughter. 
Noiwithstandinge,  considering  what  an  honest  part  it  were,  to  be 
a  meane  that  the  good  ladle  might  recouer  lier  husbande,  and  that 
shee  mighte  doe  it  for  a  good  purpose,   hauinge  affiaunce  in  her 
honest  affection,  not  onely  promised  the  countesse  to  bring  this 
to  passe,  but  in  fewe  dayes  with  greate  subtiltie,  folowing  the 
order   wherein   she    was  instructed,    she  had    gotten  the  ringe, 
although  it  was  with  the  countes  ill  will,  and  toke  order  that  the 
countess^  in  steede  of  her  doughter  did  lye  with  him.     And  at  the 
first  meeting,  so  eflfectuously  desired  by   the  counte:  God  so  di*. 
posed  the  matter  that  the  countesse  was  begotten  with  child,  of 
two  goodly  sonnes,  and   her  deiiuery   chaunced  at  the  due  time. 
VVhereuppon  tlie  gentlewoman,  not  onelye  contented  tlie  countesse 
at  that  time  with  the  companye  of  her  husbande,  but  at  manye 
other  times  so  secretly  as  it  was  neuer  knowen :  the  counte  not 
thmkinge  that  he  had  lien  with  his  wife,  but  with  her  whom  he 
loaed.    To  whom  at  his  vprising  in  the  morning,  he  vsed  many 
curteous  and  amiable  woords,  and  gaue  diuers  faire  and  precious 
iewels,  which   the  countesse   kept  most  carefully ;  and  when  she 
perceiued  hcrsclfe  with  child,  she  determined  no  more  to  trouble 
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the  gentlewoman,  but  said  vnto  her.     "  Madame,  thanckea  be 
to  God  and  you,  I  tiaue  the  thing  that  I  desire^  and  euen  so  it  is 
time  to  recompeuce  your  desert,   that   afterwards  1  may  depart," 
The  geQllcwoman  said  vnto  her,  that  if  she  had  done  anye  pleasure 
agreeable  to  her  minde,  she  was  right  glad  thereof  which  she  did, 
not  for  hope  of  reward,   but  because  it  appertayned  to  her  by 
well  doing  so  to  doe.     Whereunio  the  countesse  said :  "  Your 
sayinge  pleaseth   me   well,   and  for  my  part,  1  doe  not  purpose 
to  giue  vnto  you   tlie  thing  you  shal  demaunde  in  reward,  but  for 
consideration  of  your  well  doing,  which  dutie  forceth  me  to  do." 
The  gentlewoman  then  constrained  with  necessity,  demaunded  of 
her  with   great    bashfulnesse,  an  hundred   poundes  to  marie  her 
daughter.     The  countesse  perceiainge  the  shamcfastnesse  of  the 
gentlewoman,  and  her  curteous  demaunde,  gaue  her  fine  hundred 
poundes,  and  so  many  faire  and  costly  iewels,  as  almost  amounted 
to  like  valour.     For  which  the  gentlewoman  more  then  contented, 
gaue  most  harty  thankes  to  the  countesse,  who  departed  from  the 
gentlewoman  and  retoumed   to  her  lodging.     The  geatlewomau 
to  take  occasion  from  the  counte  of  anye  farther  repaire,  or  send- 
inge  to  her  house,  toke  her  doughter  with  her,  and  went  into  llie 
country  to  her  frends.     The  counte  Beltramo,  within  fewe  daycs 
after,  being  reuoked  home  to  his  owne  house  by  his  subiectes, 
(hearinge  that  the  countesse  was  departed  from  thence)  retoumed. 
The    countesse  knowinge    that   her  husbande   was   goone   from 
Florence  and  retourned  home,  was  veryc  gladdc,  continuing  in 
Florence  till  the  time  of  her  childbedde,  being  brought  a  bedde 
of  twoo   sonnes,  whiche   were   very  like  vnto  their  father,  and 
caused  them  carefully  to  be  noursed  and   brought  vp,  and  when 
she  sawe  time,  she  toke  her  iourney  (vnknowen  to  anie)  and  ar- 
riued  at  Monpellier,  and  resting  her  selfe  there  for  certayne  dayes, 
hearing  newes  of  the  counte,   and  where  he  was,  and  that  vpon 
the  daye  of  A\  Sainctes,  he  purposed  to  make  a  great  feaste  and 
assembly  of  ladies  and  knightes,  in  her  pilgrimes  weede  she  re- 
paired thither.     And  knowing  that  they  were  all  assembled,  at  the 
palace  of  the  counte,  readie  to  sitte  downe  at  the  table,  shee 
passed  through  the  people  without  chaunge  of  appareil,  with  lier 
twoo  sonnes  in  her  aimes:  and  when  shee  was  come  vp  into  the 
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hall,  eoen  to  the  place  where  the  countc  sat,  falling  downe  pros- 
trate at  his  feete»  weeping,  sayiug  vnto  hjm :  "  My  lorde,  I  am 
thy  poore  infortunate  wyfe^  who  to  th'intent  thou  mightest  re- 
toume  and  dwel  in  thine  owne  house,  haue  bene  a  great  whyle 
begging  aboute  the  worlde.     Therefore  I  nowe  beseche  thee,  for 
the  honoure  of  God,  that  thou  wilt  obserue  the  conditions,  which 
the  twoo  (kuightes  that  I   sent  vnto  Uiee)  did  commaunde  me  to 
doe :  for  beholde,  here  in  myne  armcs,  not  onely  one  sonne  be- 
gotten by  thee,  but  twayne,and  iikwyse  thy  ryng.  It  is  nowe  time 
then  (if  thou  kepe  promise)  that  1  sliould  bereceiuedas  thy  wyfe." 
The  counte  liearing  this,  was  greatly   astoiined,  and  kncwe   the 
ryng,  and  the  children  also,  the^'  were  so  like  h3'ro.    "  But  tell 
me  (quod  he)  howe  is  this  come  to  passe?"     Tbecauntesse  to  the 
great  admiration  of  the  countc,  and  of  all  those  tliat  were  in  pre- 
sence, rehersed  vnto  tliem  in  order  all  that,  whiche  had  bene  done, 
and   Uie  whole   discourse  thereof.     For  which  cause  the  counte 
knowing  the  thingcs  she  had  spoken   to  be  true  (and  perceiuing 
her  constant  minde  and   good  wittc,  and  the  twoo  faire  young 
boyes  to  kepe  his  promise  made,  and  to  please  his  subiectes,  and 
the  ladies  that  made  sute  vnto  him,  to  accept  her  from  that  tyme 
foorth  as  his   lawefull    wyfe,  and  to  honour  her)  abiected  his 
obstinate  rigour:  causing  her  to  rise  vp,  and  imbraced  and  kissed 
her,  acknowledging  her  againe  for  his  lawefull  wyfe.     And  after 
he  had  apparelled  her  according  to  her  estate,  to  the  great 
pleasure  and  contentation  uf  those  thai  were  there,  and 
of  al  his  other  firendes  not  onely  that  daye,  but 
many  others,  he  kept  great   chere,  and   from 
that  time  forth,  hce  loued  and  honoured 
her,  as  his  dere  spouse 
and  wyfe. 
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THE  THIRTY-NINTH  NOUELL. 

Tanatdi  Prince  of  Salerne,  caused  Atf  dcmghtef^t  huer  to  be  tlayme^ 
and  mnte  kit  harte  vnto  her  •»  a  enp  ofgolde:  wkkke  afier^ 
tcarda  the  put  into  poyioned  vcater,  and  drinJdng  thereof  died. 

Tancvbdi  prince  of  Salcmep  (an  vniaenitie  in  tbe  region  of 
Italic)  was  a  curteous  lorde,  and  of  geude  natore :  bad  be  not  in 
his  age  imbrued  his  liandes  witli  tbe  bloud  of  his  owne  dougbter. 
It  cliaunced  that  tliis  prince  in  al  his  life  time,  bad  but  that 
doughter:  bat  more  happie  bad  he  hen  if  she  bad  neuer  bea 
borne.  That  doughier  be  loued  so  well,  as  a  fBther  might  loue 
his  childe :  and  for  ilie  tender  loue  be  bare  her,  be  was  not  able 
to  suffer  her  to  be  out  of  bis  sight.  And  could  not  finde  in  his 
harte  to  marie  her,  although  she  had  many  yeres  passed  the  tame 
that  she  was  mariageable:  nutwithstandingp  in  tbende  be  gaue  her 
to  wife  to  one  of  tlte  sonnes  of  tlie  duke  of  Capua,  with  wbom 
she  continued  no  long  time,  but  was  a  widowe,  and  then  retoumed 
vnto  her  fathers  house  againe.  Tliis  ladie  was  very  faire  and 
comely  of  bodie  and  face,  as  any  creature  could  be,  yonge,  lustie, 
and  more  wise  peraduenture  then  a  woman  ought  to  be.  And 
thus  dwelling  with  her  louing  father,  she  liucd  like  a  noble  ladie, 
in  great  pleasure :  and  seing  that  her  fether  for  the  loue  he  bare 
vnto  her,  had  no  mynde  ur  care  to  marie  her  agayne,  and  also 
she  thinking  it  skarcc  honest  to  require  him  thereunto,  deuised 
secretly  (if  it  were  possible)  to  rctainesome  valiaunt  man  to  be  her 
louer.  And  seyng  manye  gentlemen  and  others,  Irequenting  her 
fathers  courte  (as  we  commonly  see  in  the  courtes  of  princes)  and 
marking  the  behauiour  and  order  of  many  (amonges  all)  there  was 
a  young  man,  one  of  her  fatliers  seruauntes  tliat  liked  her  wdl« 
whose  name  was  Guiscardo,  of  very  base  birth  (but  in  vertue  and 
honest  condicions  more  noble  tlien  the  reste)  and  many  times 
when  she  sawe  him,  she  wonderfully  delited  in  him,  alwayet  i 
praysing  his  doinges  aboue  all  others.  The  younge  man,  not 
hauing  good  consideration  of  him  selfe,  perceiuiug  her  feruent 
affection,  so  fixed  bis    mindc  that  he  disposed  tbe  same  vpoa 
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nothing  els  but  to  loue  her.  One  louiug  an  other  secretly  in  this 
sorte,  and  the  ladie  verie  studious  to  finde  occasion  tliat  she 
might  tolkc  with  him,  vnwilling  to  committc  the  secrecie  of  her 
loae  to  any  man,  she  imagined  a  ncwe  deuisc  to  gcuc  him  know- 
ledge thereof.  And  wrote  a  letter  signifying  vnto  him,  what  he 
should  doc  the  next  day,  and  howe  he  might  vse  himself  to  come 
to  talke  with  her :  and  then  putting  the  letter  into  the  cane  of  a 
rede,  she  gaue  it  vnto  Guiscardo  in  sporting  wise,  and  said. 
"  Thou  shall  this  night  make  a  paire  of  bellowes  for  thy  seruaunt 
wherwith  she  may  kindle  the  fire."  Guiscardo  toke  it,  and 
thought  that  shee  did  not  geue  it  vnto  him,  without  some  special 
purpose  went  to  his  chamber,  and  loking  vpon  the  cane  pcrceiued 
it  to  be  hollowe,  and  openyng  it  founde  the  letter  within  whiche 
shee  had  written.  And  when  he  had  well  perused  it,  vnderstand- 
yng  the  tenour  thereof,  hce  tliought  hym  selfc  the  happiest  man 
in  the  worlde,  and  began  to  put  hym  selfe  in  readinesse,  tx>  mete 
with  his  ladie,  by  sucbe  wayes  and  meaxies,  as  shee  had  to  him 
appointed.  There  was  in  a  comer  of  the  princes  palace  a  caue, 
long  time  before  made  voder  the  syde  of  a  hille,  whiche  caue  re- 
ceiued  light  by  certayne  ventefi  made  of  force  within  the  sayd 
mountaine,  and  because  the  same  was  not  frequented  and  vsed, 
it  was  ouergrowcn  with  busshes  and  thorncs.  Into  which  caue 
was  a  discent  by  a  secrete  payre  of  stayers,  into  one  of  the  lowest 
chambers  of  the  palaicc,  wherin  the  ladie  lay,  which  was  out  of 
alt  meo's  minde,  because  it  was  not  occupied  many  a  day  before, 
and  shut  vp  with  a  very  strong  doore.  But  loue  (in  the  eyes 
ivherof  notliing  is  so  secrete  but  will  come  to  knoweledge)  had 
brought  (be  same  againe  into  the  rcmembraunce  of  the  amorous 
lady.  The  opening  of  which  doore  (that  no  man  might  knowe 
it)  many  dayes  did  trouble  her  wiites:  afterwarde  when  she  had 
founde  the  wayc,  she  went  downc  alone  into  the  caue,  and  viewing 
the  vente,  whereunto  she  had  geuen  order  for  Guiscardo  to  come, 
she  tolde  him  of  what  height  it  was  from  the  ground  :  for  the  exe- 
cution whereof,  Guiscardo  prepared  a  rope  with  knots  and  degrees 
to  goe  vp  and  downc,  and  putting  vpon  him  a  leather  coate,  to 
kepe  him  from  the  tliornes  and  bushes,  went  downe  the  next 
night  at  the  saide  vente,  vnknowen  of  any  man :  and  fastening 
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one  of  tbe  endes  of  the  rope,  to  tbe  stocke  of  a  tree,  that  grewe  at 
the  mouth  of  the  vcnte,  het;  slipte  downe  into  the  caue,  and 
taried  there  for  tbe  ladie,  who  the  next  daye  faining  her  selfe  to 
slepe  after  dinner,  sent  her  maydes  out  of  her  chamber,  and  locked 
her  selfe  within  alone:  and  then  opened  the  doore,  and  went 
downe  into  the  caue,  where  finding  Guiscardo,  they  marueilously 
reioysed  one  with  an  other.  And  from  thence  went  vp  together 
into  her  chamber:  where  they  remained  togelhers,  the  moate 
parte  of  that  day,  to  their  great  delight.  And  bauing  geuen  good 
order  for  the  affaires  of  tlieir  lone,  and  the  secrete  vse  therof, 
Guiscardo  retourned  into  tbe  caue,  and  the  ladic  locked  the  doore, 
and  came  out  amonges  her  maides.  Tlie  next  night  after,  Guis- 
cardo issued  out  of  the  vente  vpon  the  rope,  wherewith  he  descend- 
ed, and  conueied  him  selfe  into  his  chamber.  And  bauing  learned 
the  waye,  he  resorted  thither  many  times  after.  Rut  fortune 
enuious  of  that  pleasure,  so  long  and  great,  with  dolorous  successe, 
tourned  the  ioye  of  those  twoo  louers  into  heauie  and  sorowefuU 
ende.  The  prince  accustomed  sometimes  to  resorte  alone  into 
his  doughter's  chamber,  and  there  for  a  whyle  to  tarie  and  talke 
with  her,  and  so  to  deporte.  Vpon  a  daye  after  dinner,  when  the 
ladie  (whose  name  was  Gismonda)  was  in  the  garden  with  all  her 
maidens,  he  repaired  vnknowen  or  seene  of  any  man  into  her  cham- 
ber. But  being  loth  to  trouble  his  doughier  of  her  pleasure,  and 
finding  the  wyndowes  of  her  chamber  shut  and  the  curtens  of 
her  bedde  drawen,  he  satte  down  vpon  a  stoole  at  the  beddes 
feete,  and  leaning  his  head  to  the  bedde  ilic  curtcine  drawen  ouer 
him  (as  he  had  bene  hidden  of  purpose)  he  fel  a  slepe.  And  the 
king  being  thus  a  slepe,  Gismonda  that  (in  euill  ttme)  the  same 
day  had  appointed  Guiscardo  to  come,  left  her  maydcns  in  the 
gardeine,  and  entred  very  secretly  into  her  chamber,  locking  fast 
tlie  doore  after  her,  and  not  knowing  any  man  to  be  there,  shee 
opened  the  doore  of  the  caue  to  Guiscardo,  who  was  redie  to  wajrte 
for  her  comming.  Then  they  caste  them  selues  vpon  the  bedde, 
as  they  were  wonte  to  doe,  solacing  the  time  together,  vntill  it 
chaunced  that  the  prince  awaked,  heard  and  sawe  what  Guis- 
cardo and  his  doughter  did.  Whereof  being  verie  sorowfull,  he 
would  vpon  the  first  sight  haue  cried  out:  but  that  bethought 
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it  better  for  that  time  to  holde  his  peace,  still  to  kepe  him  selfe 
secrete,  to  the  intent  that  lie  might  more  priuelie,  and  witli  lesse 
shame,  accorapUshe  that  which  he  purposed  to  do.  Tlie  twoo 
louers  continued  togethers  a  great  time,  as  they  were  wont  to  do, 
without  any  knoweledge  of  the  prince  his  being  there,  and  when 
they  saw  time,  they  went  dowue  from  the  bedde:  and  Guiscardo 
Tetouming  to  the  caue,  shee  went  foorthe  of  her  chamber,  from 
whence  Tancredi  (as  olde  as  he  was)  conueyed  him  selfe  into  the 
gardeine  out  at  a  wyndowe  of  the  same,  vnseen  and  not  percciued 
of  any.  Who  hfce  a  pensife  man,  and  carefull  euen  vnto  death, 
repaired  to  his  owne  chamber,  and  the  next  night,  about  one  of 
the  clocke,  he  caused  Guiscardo  to  be  apprehended,  by  an  order 
that  he  had  prescribed,  at  his  comming  forth  of  the  caue,  euen 
clothed  as  he  was,  with  his  leather  coate :  and  by  twoo  men 
was  secretly  ct»nueyed  to  the  prince.  Who  so  sone  as  he  sawc 
him,  sayd  vnto  him  with  teares  standing  in  his  eies:  "  Gais- 
cardo,  the  beneuolence  and  goodne3  towardcs  thee,  haue  not 
merited  this  outrage  and  shame,  tliat  thou  hast  committed  this 
daye  in  mine  owne  house,  which  I  sawe  with  mine  owue  eyes." 
To  whom  Guiscardo  gauc  no  other  aunswere,  but  that  loue  was 
of  greater  force,  dien  either  any  prince  or  hym  selfe.  Tlien  the 
prince  commaundcd  him  to  he  kept,  in  a  chamber  adioyning. 
The  next  day  the  king  (Gismonda  being  ignoraunt  hereof)  reuolu- 
ed  in  his  minde,  diuers  and  suudrye  matters,  and  aftrr  diner  as  he 
was  accustomed,  he  wente  into  his  doughter*s  chamber,  and  caused 
her  to  be  called  vnto  him,  and  shutting  the  chamber  doorc,  in 
lamentable  speche  sayd  vnto  her.  "  Gismonda,  1  had  so  much 
affiaunce  and  trustc  in  thy  vertue  and  hoiieatie,  thiU  it  coulde 
neuer  haue  entrcd  into  my  mynde  (althoughe  it  had  oepc  tolde 
me,  if  I  had  not  sene  it  with  mine  owne  propre  eyes)  but  that  thou 
haddest  not  onely  in  deede,  but  also  in  thought,  abandoned  the 
companie  of  all  men,  except  it  had  bene  thy  husbande:  whereof 
1  shaibe  right  pensife  and  sorowefull  so  longc  as  this  htle  rem- 
naunt  of  life  (that  mine  olde  age  doth  preserue)  indureth  in  mee. 
And  siihe  thou  cnuldcst  not  conteyne  from  suche  dishonest  loue, 
I  wouldc  ir  had  pleased  God,  tliat  thou  haddest  taken  a  manne, 
ecjuall  to  thyne  estate.     But  amonges  so  many  tliat  do  frequente 
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my  court,  thou  hast  chosen  this  young  man  Guiscardo,  whose  birthc 
is  very  vile  and  base,  and  brought  vp  (as  it  were  for  God's  soke) 
from  a  chiide  to  this  present  daye,  in  our  court.  For  whichc  con- 
sideration, 1  am  verie  sore  disquieted,  not  knowing  how  to  take 
this  at  thy  handea :  for  with  him  (whom  1  haue  caused  to  be  taken 
this  nighte  in  going  out  of  the  caue,  and  nowe  kepte  as  prisoner) 
I  haue  already  concluded  what  to  do.  But  with  thee  what  I  shai 
do,  God  knoweth;  of  the  one  side,  the  lone  that  I  still  beare 
thee,  more  tiien  any  father  eiier  bare  to  his  doughter,  doth  drawe 
me  :  on  the  other  side,a  iust  displeasure  and  indignation,  taken  for 
thy  great  foUie,  doth  moue  me.  The  one  mocion  would  that  1 
should  ptirdoti  thee,  the  other  forcetb  me  against  my  nature,  to  be 
cruel]  vuto  thee.  Notwithstanding,  before  I  doe  make  any  cer- 
taine  xesolucion,  I  desire  to  heare  what  thou  canst  save  for  thy 
selfe."  When  hee  had  spoken  those  woordes,  lie  kissed  her  face, 
weping  verie  bitterly  like  a  childc  that  had  ben  beaten-  Gis- 
monda  hearing  her  father,  and  knowing  that  not  only  her  secret 
loue  was  discouered,  but  also  her  louer  Guiscardo  to  be  in  pryson, 
conceiued  an  inestimable  sorowe,  vttering  the  same  many  times, 
with  outcries  and  schreches,  according  to  the  maner  of  women, 
howe  beit,  her  great  courage  surpassed  her  weakenesse,  and  did 
sette  a  bolde  face  on  the  matter,  with  marueilous  sioutnesse  de- 
termining, before  she  made  any  sute  for  her  sclfc,  no  longer  to 
Hue,  seing  that  her  frcnde  Guiscardo  was  alreadic  dead.  Where- 
fore not  like  a  sorowefull  woman,  or  one  taken  in  any  faulte,  bat 
as  a  desperate  persone,  with  a  drie  and  stoute  cuuntenaunce,  not 
troubled  or  vexed,  she  said  thus  to  her  father:  "  1  doe  not  pur- 
pose, deare  father,  to  stande  in  deniall,  nor  yet  by  humble  sute  to 
make  requesie :  for  the  ooe  wyll  nothyng  auayle  mee,  and  the 
other  is  to  none  effecte.  Moreouer  1  doe  not  intende  by  any 
meanes,  to  bescche  your  clemencie  and  loue  towardes  mee,. to  be 
beneuolente  and  bontifuU,  but  confessinge  the  trouthc,  I  will  first 
with  true  reasons  and  argumentes,  defende  myae  honour,  and  afier- 
wardes  prosecute  in  vertuous  wyse,  by  effecies,  the  stoutne&seof  my 
courage.  True  it  is,  that  1  liaue  loued  and  do  loue  Guiscardo,  and 
will  loue  htm  so  long  as  1  liue,  which  shalbe  but  a  litJe  time.  And 
if  so  be  that  a  woman  may  loue  a  man  after  death,  [  will  not  cease 
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to  lowe  him.  But  womanly  frailtie  and  feminine  weakcnessc  hath 
not  so  much  induced  me  hereunto,  as  the  htle  care  jou  haue  had 
to  bestow  me  in  mariage,  and  the  great  venues  that  daily  I  haue 
seene  in  Guiscardo.  You  ought  deare  father  to  kno we,  that  your 
selfe  is  of  fleshe,  and  of  fleshe  you  haue  engendred  me  your 
doughter,  and  not  of  stone  or  iron.  In  likewyse  you  ought,  and 
must  remember  (although  now  you  be  arriued  to  olde  yeares)  what 
yonge  folkes  bee,  and  of  what  great  power  the  lawe  of  youth  is  : 
and  although  you  were  (during  the  force  of  your  youthlie  dayes) 
trayned  and  exercised  in  factes  of  armes,  yet  nowe  you  oughte  to 
knowe  what  great  puissaunce  restcth  ib  the  idle  and  delicate  life, 
as  well  in  the  aged,  as  amonges  yonge  people.  I  am  then  as  vou 
be,  begotten  nl'  fleshe,  and  my  yeres  so  few,  as  yet  but  yonge, 
and  thereby  full  of  lust  and  delight.  Wherunto  the  knowledge 
which  I  haue  had  alredy  in  mariage,  furceth  me  to  accomplishe 
that  desire  :  and  to  the  same  be  added  marueilous  forces,  against 
whiche  it  is  impossible  for  mc  to  resiste,  but  rather  to  folowe, 
whereunto  they  drawe  me.  I  am  become  amorouj*  like  a  yonge 
woman,  and  like  a  woman  as  I  am,  aud  certainly  I  would  haue 
imploied  my  whole  force  that  wayo,  so  t^rc  as  I  could  not  tocom- 
niitte  any  shame  to  you,  or  to  my  selfe  in  that,  whereunto  my  na- 
lurall  otfence  hath  forced  mc.  To  which  thing,  pitiful  loue,  and 
gentle  fortune  haue  founde  out  and  shewed  a  waye  secret  enougli, 
whereby  without  knowledge  of  any  man,  1  am  come  to  the  el- 
fecte  of  my  desires  :  whiche  thing  I  will  not  denie  (who  so  eucr 
tolde  you  of  it,  or  by  what  meanes  so  eucr  you  are  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  it)  I  haue  not  taken  Guiscardo  to  be  my  louer  by 
chauDce,  as  many  women  haue  done,  but  I  haue  chosen  him  by 
long  aduise  and  detibemtion,  abouc  all  others,  and  haue  brought 
him  into  me  in  this  wise,  inioying  with  our  wise  continuance  of 
longe  lime,  the  accomplishment  of  my  desire,  whcrof  me  thincke 
(althoughe  1  haue  not  offended  but  by  loue)  that  you  doe  purpose 
to  prosecute  rather  the  vulgar  opinion,  then  the  trutti,  purposinge 
in  thiswise  moste  bitterly  to  comptroll  me,  saying :  'That  you 
had  not  hod  such  an  occasion  of  anger,  if  L  had  chosen  one  that  had 
been  a  gentleman.*  \V  herein  you  do  nut  consider,  that  the  faultc 
is  not  mine,  but  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  fortune,  who  ought  to  be 
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blamed  because  many  times  «hee  exalteth  the  vnworUiie,  and 
treadctli  vnder  fooie  those  tliat  be  most  worthie :  but  nowe  let  vs 
leaue  of  further  talkc  of  this  matter,  and  consider  the  begiunioge 
hertwf.  First  of  all  you  see,  tliat  of  one  masse  of  Bcshe  we  haue 
all  receiued  flesh,  and  that  one  Crcatour  hath  created  euery  lyuing 
creature,  with  force  and  puissaunce  equally,  and  wyth  equall  ver- 
lue :  which  veriue  was  the  first  occasion  that  made  the  difference 
and  distinction  of  vs  all  that  were  borne,  and  be  borne  equaU, 
and  tlicy  that  obtayned  the  greateste  part  of  vertue,  and  did  the 
workes  of  her,  were  called  noble,  the  rest  continuing  vnnoble. 
And  albeit  contrary  vse  afterwards  obscured  thi&  Uw,  yet  there- 
fore, shee  is  not  remoued  ne  abandoned  from  nature,  or  good  ma- 
ners.  In  likewise  bee  that  by  vertue  perfonnetli  all  his  doinges, 
doth  manifcstlie  shewe  himselfe  to  be  noble :  and  he  that  doth 
otherwise  terme  him,  doth  commit  the  faulte,  and  not  lie  that 
is  so  called.  Behold  all  your  gentlemen,  and  examine  well  their 
veriue,  their  conditionsand  maner  of  doinges.  On  the otlier  pan, 
behold  the  qualities  and  condicions  of  Guiscardo :  then  if  you 
please  to  giue  iudgement  wythout  affection,  you  shall  say  that  he 
is  righte  noble :  and  that  all  your  gentlemen  be  villaines  in  re- 
specie  of  him.  The  vertuous  and  cxccllencie  of  whom,  1  belecue 
cannot  be  placed  in  any  other  wight,  as  in  hyra,  aswell  by  your 
owne  report  as  by  the  choyae  of  mme  owne  eyes.  Who  cuer 
praysed  man  so,  and  with  such  ample  commendacions  praise  wor- 
thie, wherein  an  honest  man  ought  to  be  praised,  as  you  haue  done  i 
and  truly  not  witliout  cause:  for,  if  mine  eyes  be  not  deceiued, 
you  neuer  gaue  hym  anye  praise  but  that  1  haue  knowen  more  in 
him  then  your  wordes  were  able  to  expresse.  Notwithstanding, 
if  1  haue  bin  deceiued  herein,  it  was  you  by  whom  I  haue  bin 
deceiued:  wil  you  then  say  that  1  couple  inyselfe  witli  a  man  of 
base  condicion  ?  Truly  you  cannot  well  say  so.  But  it  you  will 
saye,  percliaunce  with  a  poore  man,  i  confesse  it:  and  verely  it  is 
to  your  shame,  tliat  you  haue  not  vouchsafed  to  place  in  highe 
estate  a  man  so  honest,  being  your  owne  seruaunt.  Neucrthclcsse, 
pouertie  doth  not  depriue  anye  parte  of  nobilitie,  but  riches  bath. 
Many  kinges  and  greate  princes,  haue  bin  poore  in  olde  time,  and 
manye  ploughmen  and  sheepeheardes  in  times  past,  haue  bin  ad- 
uaimced   lo  riche  estate.    And   the  last  doubt  which  troubleth 
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yon,  IS,  that  yon  be  doubtfiill  what  to  doe  with  me:  caste  boldly 
out  of  your  minde  tliat  doubte,  and  if  you  do  intend  io  lliexue- 
mity  of  your  age  to  vse  that  which  in  your  youth  you  neuer  did, 
I  purpose  to  become  cruel  also.  Use  your  crueJty  against  me,  for 
the  auoyding  whereof  I  hawe  not  determined  to  make  any  sup- 
plication to  yon  as  giltie  of  this  faulte,  if  faultes  may  be  rehears- 
ed. Assuring  you,  that  if  you  do  not  vnto  me,  that  which  you 
haue  done  or  will  doe  to  Gulscardo,  mine  owne  hande»  shall  doe 
it.  Wherefore  goe  to,  and  let  fall  your  teares  with  women,  and  if 
you  purpose  to  be  crucll,  kill  him  and  let  mee  also  drincke  of  the 
same  cuppc,  if  you  thincke  wee  haue  descrued  it."  Tiie  king 
hearing  the  stout  words  of  his  doughter,  though te  not  that  shee 
woulde  haue  done  in  deedc,  as  Iier  wordes  pretended,  and  as  she 
said  she  would  doe.  Wherefore  departing  irojn  her,  and  not  will- 
ing to  vse  any  maner  of  cnieltic  towardes  her,  hee  thoughte  by  the 
destruction  and  slaughter  of  Guiscardo,  to  coole  her  burning  loue. 
And  dierefore  commaunded  two  of  his  seruauntes  (that  had  Guis- 
cardo in  keeping)  without  any  noise,  to  strangle  him  the  next 
nighte,  and  afterwardes  plucking  his  harte  out  of  his  bodie,  to 
bringe  it  vnto  him  :  who  did  as  tliey  were  commaunded.  And  the 
next  day  the  king  caused  a  fairc  cuppe  of  gold  to  be  broughte 
vnto  him,  wherein  he  laid  the  harte  of  Guiscardo,  which  he  sent 
(by  one  of  his  trustiest  scnmuntes)  vntQ  liis  doughter:  and  com- 
maunded him,  when  hee  presented  the  same  vnto  her  to  say  these 
wordes  :  "  Thy  father  hath  sent  thee  this  presente,  to  comforte  thy 
selfe  with  the  thing,  which  thou  doest  chieflie  loue,  as  tliou  haste 
comforted  him  of  that  which  he  loued  most."  Gismtmda  not 
amoued  from  her  cruel  determination,  caused  to  be  brought  vnto 
her  (after  her  father  was  gone)  venemous  herbes  and  rootes,  which 
she  distilled  together,  and  made  water  thcrof  to  drincke  sodenly 
if  that  came  to  passe  which  she  doubted.  And  when  the  kinges 
seruannte  was  come  vnto  her,  and  had  dcliuered  his  presente,  be 
said  as  he  was  commaunded.  Gismonda  toke  the  cuppe  with 
stoute  countenance,  and  coucring  it,  so  soone  as  she  sawe  the  harte, 
and  vnderstoode  the  woordes,  shee  thoughte  verelye  that  it  was  the 
bart  of  Guiscardo,  wherefore  beholding  the  seruaunt,  she  saide  vn. 
to  him  :  "  Truly  it  behoiicth  that  such  a  hart  as  this  is,  shoulde  be 
intombed  in  no  worse  graue  then  in  golde,  which  my  father  haih 
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most  wisely  dnne/*     AfterwarHs  lifting  lliecuppe  to  her  mouthy 
the  kissed  it,  saying :  "  I  haue  in  all  tbinges,  euen  vnto  thi&  time 
(being  the  last  ende  of  my  life)  alwayes  found  the  tender  loue  of 
my  father  towards  mee :  but  nowc  I  knowe  it  to  be  greater,  then 
euer  I  did  before.     And  therefore  in  ray  behalfe,  you  shall  render 
vnto  him,  the  lastc  thanckes  that  euer  I  shall  giue  him,  for  so 
great  a  presente."     After  those  wordes,  touming  herselfe  towardes 
the  cuppe,  which  shec  heUle  faste,  beholdinge   the  hart,  shee  said 
thus:  "  Oh  sweete  harboroughe  of  my  pleasures,  cursed  be  the 
cnieltye  of  him  that  hath  caused  mee  at  this  time  to  loke  vppon 
thee  with  the  eyes  of  my  face;  it  was  pleasure  }'noughe,  to  see 
thee  euery  hower,  amonges  people  of  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing.    Thou  hast  finished  thy  course,  and   by  that  ende,  which  for- 
tune vouchsafed  to  giue  ihee,  tliou  art  dispatclied,  and  arrJued  to 
the  code  wherunto  all  men  haue  recourse :  thou  hast  forsaken  the 
miseries  and  traueyles  of  this  world,  and  haste  had  by  the  enemy 
himselfe  such  a  sepulture  as  thy  worthiDes:ie  deserueth.    7'here 
needeth  nothing  els  to  accompUshe  thy  funerall,  but  onely  the 
teares  of  her  whom  thou  diddest  hartelyc   loue  all  the  dayes  of 
thy  lyfe.     For  hauing  wherof,  our  Lord  did  put  into  the  head  of 
my  vnmercifull  father  to  send  thee  vnto  me,  and  truly  I  will  b^ 
stow  some  teares  vppon  thee,  although  I  was  determined   to  di^ 
without  sheading  any  teares  at  all,  stoutlie,  not  fearefuU  of  any 
tbinge.     And  when   1   faaue  powred   them  out   for  thee,  I  will 
cause  my  soule,  which  thou  hast  heretofore  so  caretiilly  kepte, 
to  be  ioyned  wyth  thine.     For,  in  what  company  can  1  trauell, 
more  contented,  or  in  better  safegard  in  places  vnknowen,  then 
with  tliy  aoule  ?  Truly  I  am  well  assured,  that  it  is  yet  here  within, 
tliat  hath  respecte  to  the  place,  aswcil  of  his  owne  pleasures,  as  of 
mine,  being  assured  (as  she  who  is  certainc,  that  yet  he  looueth 
me)  that  he  attendcth  for  myne,  of  whom  he  is  greatly  beloued." 
M'hen  she  had  thus  sayd,  she  beganne  to  let  fall  (as  thoughe  there 
had  been  a  fuuntaine  in  her  bead)  so  many  teares,  as  it  was  a  my- 
racle  to  beholdc  her,  oftentimes  kissing  the  dead  harte.     Her  may- 
dens  that  stoode  aboute  her,  knewe  not  what  hart  that  was,  nor 
whereunto  those  woords  did   tende  :  but  beinge  moned  with  com- 
passion   they   all   wepte :    pitifullie   demauudinge  (althoughe   in 
vayne)  the  occasion  of  her  sorowfull  plaintes :  and  comforted  her 
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ao  well  as  tliey  could.     Wlio  after  she  had  powred  forth  suffi- 
cient teares,  lifted  vppe  her  heade  and  when  she  had  wiped  her 
eyes,  she  sayd  :  "  Oh  louing  hart,  all  my  dutie  is  fulfillefi  towardes 
thee,  hauinge  nowe  nothinge  to  doe  but  onely  to  yelde  fourth 
my  ghoste,  to  accompany  thyne/*    And  this  sayd,  she  caused  the 
glasse  of  water,  which  she  had  made  the  daye  before,  to  he  brought 
vnto  her :  and  poured  it  out  into  the  cuppc  where  the  hart  laye, 
all  bained  with  a  muUitude  of  teares :  whiche  shee  putting  to  her 
mouthe,  without  feare,  dronke  vp  all.     And   that  done  went   into 
her  bcdde,  with  the  cuppc  in  her  hand,  tossing  her  bodie  as  decent- 
ly as  she  could  vppon  tlic  same,  holding  tlie  harte  of  her  dead 
frende,  so  nere  as  shee  coulde,  vnto  her  owne.     Her  maidens  seing 
this  (although  they   knewe   not  what   water   it   was,  that  she 
dranke)  sent  worde   to   the  king,  who  fearing  that  whiche  happen- 
ed, incontinentlye  wente  downe  into  his  doughters  chamber:  where 
he  arriued  euen  al  that  instante   that  she  had  cast  her  selfe  vpon 
the  bedde,  and  being  come  to  late  to  succour  her,  with  sweete 
woordes  he  began  (scing  her  in  those  pangucs)  to  wepe  bitterly. 
To  whome  his  doughter  sayde:  "  Father,  kepe  in  those  vndesircd 
teares  and  bestowe  thera  not  vpon  me,  for  I  desire  them  not :  who 
euer  sawe  man  beside  you,  to  bewayle  the  wilfulnesse  of  his  owne 
facte.     Howe  be  it,  if  there  do  yet  reste  in  you  any  sparke  of  that 
loue,  which  you  haue  alwaycs  borne  towardes  me :  graunt  me  this 
last  requeste,  tliat  although  you  were  not  contented  that  IshouJdIiue 
secretly  and  couertly  with  Guiscardo,  yet  at  lest,  cause  our  bodies 
to  bee  openly  buried  togethers,  where  it  pleaseth  you  to  bestowe 
them."     The  anguishe  and  sorowe  would  not  suffer  the  prince  to 
aunsweare  one  worde  for  weping.     And  the  ladie  perceiuing  her 
ende  approche,  cleped  and  strained   the  dead  hart  harde  to  her 
stomacke,  saying  :  "  Farewell  sweeie  harte  in  God,  for  I  am  going 
to  him."      And   therewithal!   she  closed  her  eyes,  and  lost  her 
senses^  departing  out  of  this  dolorous  life.     In  this  maner  sorow©- 
fully  ended  the  loue  of  Gismonda  and  Guiscardo,  as  you  haue 
hearde,  whome  the  prince  after  he  had  wepte  his  fill,  and  taken  to 
late  rcpentaunce  for  his  cruehie  :  caused  honorablie  lobe  buried, 
and  intombed  both  in  onegraue,  nut  without  great 
Borowe  of  all  the  people  of  Saleme. 
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THE  FORTYETH  NOUELL. 

Mahomet  one  of  the  Turkishe  emperourSj  executeth  rurtsed  crueltie 
vpon  a  Greeke  maiden,  whome  hee  tooke  prisoner,  at  the  wyrmiug 

of  Comtantinopie. 

If  you  doe  euer  make  any  proofe  of  trial,  to  knowe  of  what 
trampc  the  arrowes  of  loue  be,  and  what  fruite  they  brynge  to 
them,  that  doe  vse  and  practise  them  :  1  am  assured  you  shall  be 
touched  with  some  pitie  when  yc  vnderstande  tlie  beastiie  crueltie 
of  an  infidell  louer  towards  his  ladie.  He  of  whome  I  wyll  de- 
clare the  historie,  ia  Mahomet,  not  the  false  prophete,  but  the 
great  graundfather  of  Soliman  Otiman,  emperoure  of  the  Turkea, 
wbiche  raigned  at  that  tyme.  He  it  is,  that  to  the  shame  and 
etemail  infamie  of  all  christian  princes  of  Kia  tyme,  did  wynne 
Constantinople,  and  tooke  awaye  the  Easte  empire  iVora  Constan- 
tine,  a  Christian  cmperour,  the  ycaic  of  our  Lord  1433.  Malio- 
met  then  hauing  obteined  so  great  victorie  at  Constantinople, 
amonges  the  spoyle  of  that  riche  citie,  there  was  founde  a  Greeke 
maydeu,  of  suchc  rare  and  excellent  beautie,  as  she  allured  the 
eyes  of  enery  wight,  to  wonder  and  beholdc  her,  as  a  thini;  mira- 
culous, whose  name  was  Hyercnee,  of  the  age  of  sixtene  or  seuen- 
teneyeares:  whome  a  capitaine  to  gratiiie  his  lorde,  did  prescnte, 
aiewell,  (as  hee  thought)  moste  acceptable  to  him,  aboue  all  thinges 
of  the  worlde.  The  emperour  Mahomet,  young  and  wanton  be- 
yonde  measure,  after  he  had  caste  his  eye  vpon  the  mayden,  and 
had  grauen  her  beautie  in  bis  harte,  gaue  a  straighte  charge  that 
ghee  shoulde  bee  kepte  for  hym,  bupingc  after  the  tumulte  of  the 
warre  was  ended,  to  bestowe  conuenient  tjTnc  vpon  her.  The  re- 
tracte  sounded,  and  the  affaires  of  the  empire  reduced  to  sure  e»- 
tate,  remembring  him  selfe  of  the  beautie  of  Hyerenee,  wbiche 
had  made  a  breache  and  entrie  into  his  harte,  commaunded  that 
shee  should  be  brought  foorth  vnto  him,  and  hauing  viewed  her 
at  his  pleasure,  hee  felte  him  selfe  so  surprised  with  iliai  newe 
flame,  that  hee  conceiued  none  other  delight  but  to  pla3'e  and 
dallie  with  her,  in  suche  sorte  as  his  spirites  being  in  loues  full 
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JDy  louc  dealt  with  livm  so  cruellie,  as  he  coulde  take  no 

re  nor  night.     Who  yelded  him  selfe  suche  a  praic  to  his 

tlyerene«,  that  he  felte  none  other  conieQtatioa  in  his 

l^t  that  whichc  he  receined  of  her.    And  this  amorons 

isdured  the  space  of  tliree  continuall  ycares,  taking  suche 

id  increase  by  hile  and  Litle^  that  be  began  to  forget  that 

Spperiained  to  the  ornament  and  lionour  of  his  empire^ 

the  whole  administration  of  publique  causes  to  his  Bas- 

)  him  selfe  being  so  negligent,  as  he  reposed  in  them  all 

bonceming  the  state  of  the  empire.   During  this  disorder, 

fcr  people  began  secretly  to  grudge,  as  well  for  the  coa- 

td  disorder  of  the  empire,  as  for  the  il  gouernment  of  the 

Dd  specially,  because  the  Baschats  corrupted  with  auarice 

I  them   selues  to  their  particuler  profile,  and  to  inriche 

les  with  the  spoile  of  the  people.)    The  lanissaries  on 

r  side,  a  warlike  people,  and   brought   vp   in   continuall 

of    armes,   began  with    open    vnyce,   to   detraetc    and 

iheir  lorde,  commonlie  complaining  howe  hcc  consumed 

ike  an  effeminate  persone,  without  inferring  or  doyng 

ifite  to  the  empire.    To  bee  shurtc,  the  matter  came  to 

tolatiou,  as  it  might  rather  bane  bene  called  a  sc<lilion 

Eirmure:  and  yet  there  was  none  so  bardie  as  durst  at- 

»  declare  the  same  to  the  em[KTour,  knowing  bym  to  be 

terrible,  cniell,  and  rigorous,  that  with  a  woorde  woulde 

>  death  that  went  about  to  withdrawe  him  from  his  de- 

>rewithall   he  was   so   dronke  with    the   beautie  of  the 

lat  the  leste  matter,  wherewith  they  might  gcue  occasion 

iwehim  from  his  negligent  life,  was  enough  to  driuehim 

and  furic.     This  poorc  cmperour  was  so  bewitched,  as 

hee  consumed  dayca  and  nightw  with  her,  but  he  bum- 

tntJnual  ielousie,  whose  beautie  was  so  liuelie  painted  in 

I  partes  of  his   hart  and  minde,  that  he  remained  thus 

led  in  beastly  pleasure,  euery  man  in  particuler  and  all 

k  conspired  against  him,  with  one  determinate  minde,  to 

lore  obedience  vnto  him  in  time  to  come,  and  purposecl 

lome  emperour,  that  ivere  more  marciall  and  warlike, 

hose  succour  and  counsaile  they  might  not  onely  cou- 
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»erue  the  tliinges  golteo,  but  also  amplifie  the  boundes  and  limito 
of  ihcir  empire.     Mustapha  which  was  brought  vp  with  the  em- 
perour,  a  gentle  personage,  franke  of  taJke,  and  so  ncre  to  his  ma- 
iestie,  that  he  might  go  into  his  chamber,  although  the  Grceke  woa 
present :  when  he  perceiued  conueoient  timCi  suche  as  he  desired 
to  hauc,  repaired  to  theeraperourvpon  a  daye,  who  liking  well  his 
deuises,  walked  with  him  alone  in  his  gardeine,  to  whom  after  he  had 
iuadc  great  reuerence,  according  to  their  custome,  he  sayde :  "  My 
soueraigne  lord  and  maister,  if  1  might  speake  freely,  without  ser> 
uilefeare,  whiche  staiethmec,  or  if  the  lerrourof  your  displeasure 
might  not  abash  me,  I  would  willingly  declare  vnto  your  maiestie 
that  which  concerneih  not  onely  your  securitie  and  aaulfegarde, 
but  (which  is  more)  the  saulfetii!  of  your  whole  empire."     Whom 
Mahomet   aunswered  with   merie   countenance   in  these  wordes. 
"Castaway  suchcolde  feare  asstaieth  thee,  and  speake  hardly  ihy 
minde :  Shewe  me  what  it  is  that  toucheth  me."     "  1  doubt,  and  it 
shall  jtleose  your  maiestie,  leste  1  shall  seeme  oner  presumptuous 
aud  rashe,  if  1  discouer  the  secretes  of  my  hart :  hut  our  auncient 
education,  the  duiie  of  my  conscience,  with  the  experience  that 
you  haue  alwayes  had  of  my  fidelitie,  haue  so  much  forced  mee, 
as  being   no  longer  able  to  rule  my  selfe,  (1  am  constrained,  by 
what  vertuous  prouocation  I  know  not)  to  manifest  thinges  vnto 
you,  that  both  time  and  ncces^itye  will  make  you  to  thinckethem 
good  aud  necessaric :  althoughe  (it  may  so  be)  that  now  your  eyes 
be  so  bounde  vppe,  in  the  vaile  of  your  disordinate  affection,  that 
you  cannot  digeste,  or  take  the  same  in  good  part.     Tlie  life  (my 
lorde)  which  you  haue  ledde,  sitheus  the  takiug  of  Constantinople, 
and  the  exeessiuc  pleasures  wherin  you  haue  bin   plunged  these 
three  yearcs,  is  occasion   that  notonelye  your  souldiours  and  the 
rest  of  your  popular  people,  but  the  most  faithful  lurds  of  your 
empire,  do  mumiure,  conspire,  and   coniurc  against  you.    And 
pardon  me  (my  lord)  if  1  speake  so  vnreucrently,  in  thinges  touch- 
ing your  prescruation.     Por  there  is  no  man  but  doth  very  much 
marucile  of  this  great  and  ncwe  alteration  that  appeareth  in  you, 
which  doth  so  abase  you,  and  maketh  you  to  degenerate  from  your 
auncient  generositie  aud  valiaunce.     Your  owne  selfe  bath   giuea 
ouer  your  selfe  to  be  a  spoile  and  praye  to  a  simple  woman :  that 
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you  wholic  depend  vpon  hex  flatteries  and  alluremcntea :  reason  or 
coan»aile  can  take  no  place  io  your  passionate  and  afQicted  hart. 
But  I   humblie  beseech  your  maiestie,  to  enter  a  httle  into  your 
selfe,  and  make  a  suruey  of  your  life,  that  you   hauc  ledde  these 
three  yearea  paste.     The  glory  of  your  auncestour<<  and  predcces- 
Eours,  acquired  and  wonne   by  stieading  of  so  much  bloud,  kcpte 
by  80  great  prudence,  conserued  by  so  happy  counsell,  haue  they 
no  representation,  or  shew  before  your  face  ?  The  remembraunce 
of  theyr  memorable  victories,  doth  it  not  touche   the  depthe  of 
your  conscience?  The  magnanimitie  and  valiaunce  whereby  they 
be  immortalized,  and  their  fame  regestred  throughe  the  whole 
world,  is  it  extinguished  in  you  i  Their  tropheesand  monumcntea 
grauen  and  aduaunced  to  all  the  corners  of  the  earth,  be  they 
ihrowen  downeand  defaced  from  the  siege  of  yourremembraunce? 
But  where  is  now  the  ardent  desire  which  boiled  in  you  from  your 
iafancie,  to  make  Italic  trihutarie  vnto  you,  and  to  cause  your 
selfe  to  be  crowned  at  Rome,  emperour  aswel  of  Thorienr,  as  of 
the  Occidente  r    This  is  not  the  way  to  ampliHe  and  inlarge  your 
empire,  but  rather  to  restraine  and  diminish  ihe  same.    This  is  not 
the  meane  to  preserue  it,  but  to  dispoile  it  and  make  it  lesse.     If 
Ottoman   the  first   tronkc  or  stocke  of  your  gentle  famitye  and 
kinred,  bad  thus  giuen  himselfe  to  be  corrupted  in  idlenes,  you 
bad  not  now  inherited  the  noble  kingdome  of  Greece,  nor  goueru- 
ed  the  countries  of  Galatia  and  Bithinia,  and  many  other  pro- 
uinces,  which  enuironne  the  greate  sea.    Seroblablie  his  sonne 
Orcan  (a  Uuely  image  of  his  father  and  a  folower  of  his  vatiaunt 
iactcs)had  not  triumphed ouerLicaonia,  Phrigia,  Caria,  nor  dilated 
the  boundca  of  his  empyre  to  Hellesponte.     VVhat  shall  I  speake 
of  Amurates,  tlie  successour  of  Orcan,  who  was  the  first  that  in- 
uaded  Europa,  conquered Thracia,  Syria,  Rasin  and  Bulgaria?  And 
Baiazet  likewyse,  didnot  he  cut  of  the  head  of  the  greate  Tambur- 
lain,  which  called  himselfe  the  scourge  of  God,  and  brought  into 
the  field  fourc  hundred  ihousande  Scithians  a  horsebacke,  and  sixe 
hundred  thousande  footemen  ?     Shall  I  passe  oucr  with  silence  the 
vertuous  expluiies  of  your  grandfather  iVlahomei,  who  conquered 
Macedonia  and  made  the  countries  to  feele  the  edge  of  bis  sword, 
eucQ  to  the  sea  lonieum,letlinge  passe  many  wonderfuU  expeditions 
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and  ioumeis  by  htm  made  against  the  Lidians  snd  Sciciltans  ?  Bat 
nowe  1  cannot  rcuiue  the  memorie  of  your  father  Amurate,  bat 
to  my  great  screw  and  griefc,  who  by  the  space  of  xl.  yeres 
made  the  sea  and  earth  to  trcmbtc  and  quake,  and  with  the  furie  of 
his  sironge  hand  vscd  such  cruell  reueugment  oucr  the  Orekes.that 
the  memorie  of  the  woundes  do  reoiaine  at  this  present,  euen  to  the 
mountaines  of  Ttiomao  and  Pindus :  he  subiugated  the  Phorians, 
made  tributaric  Atheaes,  Beotio,  Aetolia,  Caramania,  and  all  the 
barbarous  nations,  from  Morea  to  the  straits  of  Corinthe.  What 
neede  I  here  to  bring  in  the  cruel  battell  that  he  fought  with  the 
eropcrour  Sigismunde  and  Philip  duke  of  Burgundia  wherin  he 
ouertlircw  i!je  whole  force  of  the  Chribtians,  toke  the  emperour 
prisoner,  and  the  duke  of  Burgundie  idso,  whom  he  sent  to  An- 
drionopolisr  or  to  remember  other  fierce  armies  which  he  sent 
into  Hungarie,  wherof  your  maiesty  is  a  faiUifuH  witnes,  your 
selfe  being  stil  there  in  your  owne  person.  ludge  then,  my  lord, 
what  diligence  and  intoUerable  trauell  he  vsed  in  his  manifoldc 
gloriouii  enterprises  and  famous  victuhea.  Do  you  thincke  that 
if  bee  had  bin  idle  in  his  palace,  amonges  the  ladyes,  yon  had  in- 
herited your  cmpyre,  or  had  nowe  bin  lord  of  so  many  excellent 
prouinces :  which  he  is  not  sufficient  to  nile,  that  cannot  prouide 
to  coofirme  and  establish  the  same.  There  be  many  of  your  sub- 
iectes  and  vassals  at  this  day,  which  do  obey  and  honour  your 
maiestie  (more  for  feare  then  good  loue  they  bearc  you)  that  woulde 
rebell  against  you,  if  fortune  would  tume  her  backe.  The  Chris- 
tians of  long  time  (as  you  know)  hauc  swome  your  mine  and 
destruction.  Moreouer  they  say  that  their  high  bishop  the  pope 
of  Rome  hath  conuocated  all  his  prelates  to  vnitie,  and  reconciled 
the  princes  and  monarches  of  Christendome  togetlier,  to  ouer  run 
you,  and  to  take  the  scepter  out  of  your  hands,  and  todispoilc 
yoa  of  your  empire.  But  what  know  we  whither  they  wil  ioyne 
their  force  with  the  power  of  the  Persian  Sophi,  your  capita) 
enemie,  or  with  the  Souldan  of  Aegipt,your  auncient  aduersary : 
which  if  they  come  to  passe  (as  Go<!  forbid)  your  empire  wilbe 
consumed.  Gather  your  wits  then  together  from  henceforth  mv 
lord,  and  call  againe  reason,  which  so  manyyeres  you  haue  banish- 
ed from  you.     Awake  out  of  the  deepe  sleepe  which  hath  sealed 
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▼p  your  eyes :  imitate  and  folow  the  trade  of  your  aaocestors, 
which  eucr  loued  better  one  day  of  honour  then  a  hundred  liuing 
yeares   of   shame   and   reproch.     Attend  to  the  gouemmcnt  of 
your  empire:  leaue  of  this  effeminate  life;  receiue  againe  the 
smell  of  your  generosity  and  vertuc :  and   if  you  cannot  at  one 
time  cotte  of  and  remoue  all  that  amorous  beate  which  vnder- 
mineth  so  your  hart,  moderate  tlie  same  by  litle  and  litle,  and 
giue  some  hope  to  your  people,  which  ihincke  you  to  be  vtlerlye 
loste  and  desperate  of  recouerie.    Or  if  so  be  the  Greeke  do 
delighte  you  so  much,  who  shall  let  you  to  carye  her  with  3'ou  in 
all  3'onr  ioumeis  and  expeditions?   Why  cannot  you   together 
both  enioy  her  beauty  and  vse  the  practise  of  amies  ?  Mee  thinckc 
that  your  pleafiurc  shalbe  greater  after  you    haue  wonne  some 
victory,    and  sul>dued  some  countrye  to  inioye  her  in  your  armes, 
then  to  remaine  in  a  house  with  eternal  infamic  and  continuall 
grudging  of  your  subiectes.     But  proue  I  pray  you,  to  separate 
your  selfe  certaine  dayes  from  her  and  you   shall  certainly  iudge, 
how  farre  more  passing  the  pleasures  be  so  differred,  then  those 
that  be  daily  vsed.     Yet  one  thinge  more,  and  it  please  your 
maiestie,  there  resieth  to  be  saide,  which  is,  that  all  the  victories 
of  your  progeni  tours,  or  the  conquestes  which  your  selfe  hath 
made  be  to  smalt  purpose,  if  you  doe  not  keepe  them  and  increase 
them,  the  keeping  of  a  thing  gotten  being  of  no  Icsse  glory  and 
praise  then  the   conquest.     Be   now   then  a  conquerour  of  your 
seJfe,  bumblie  beseching  your  maiestie,  that  if  I  haue  spoken  any 
thinji  disagreablc   to   your    minde,  according    to    your   wonted 
clemencie  to  pardon  the  same,  and    to  impute  the  fault   to  mv 
boonden  duty  and  the  care  that  I  haue  of  your  honour  and  safetye." 
Mahomet  after   he  had  heard  the  longe   discourse  of  his    slaue, 
stoode  as  still  as  a  blocke,  and  fixing  his  eyes  vppon  the  grounde, 
with  sodaine  chaunge  of  colour,  declared  by  outward  signes,  the 
agitations  and  vnquietnes  of  his  niinde  in  such  wise,  as  the  poore 
slaue  Musmpha,  scing  in  him  those  ahcrations,  was  io  doubt  of 
his  life:  whose  woords  so  pricked  the  emperour's  harte,  that  he 
knew  not  what  to  do,  or  whereupon  to  be  resolucd,  and  feeling  his 
conscience  troubled   with  a   furious  battel:  knowing   euidcntlye  ' 
that  Mustapha  bad  spoken  the  truth,  ajid  that  he  vttered  the  same 


IM 


RTERENEE    THE    TAISE    GREEKE. 


like  a  trustic  seraauni  to  his  maister.     But  on  the  other  side  the 
beautie  of  the  Greeke,  was  stiil  before  his  eyes,  and  the  miDde  he 
had  to  abandon  her,  gaue  him  suche  alarme,  that  he  seemed  at 
that  instante  as  though   his  hart  had  been  tome  out  of  his  belly. 
And  thus  moued  with  diuers  tempestes,  and  disquieted  with  sundry 
thoughtes,  hauing  his  eyes   inflamed  with  great  rage  and  furie> 
he  said  vnto  him.    "  Althoughe  thou  hast  spoken  vnreuerently 
inough,  yet  our  education  together,  and  the  fidelitie  tliat  I  haue 
proued  in  thee  in  time  paste,  shalbe  thy  pardon  for  this  time.    To 
the  purpose.     Before  the  sunne  doth  compasse  the  Zodiacke,  I 
will  let  it   be  knowen  to  thee  and  other,  what  puissaunce  and 
power  1  haue  ouer  my  selfe :  whether  I  am  uble  to  bridle  mine  affec- 
tion or  not.     Take  order  in  the  meane  time  that  all  my  noble  men, 
the  Baschats  and  the  principall  of  my  men  of  warre,  be  assembled 
together  to   morowe,    in  the  middes  of  the  greate  halle  of  my 
palace."    This  determination  finished,  the  emperour  went  into 
the  Greeke,  with  whom  he  reioysed  all  that  day  and  night,  and 
made  more  of  her  tlien  euer  he  did  before.    And  the  more  to 
flatter  her,  he  dined  with  her,  and  commaunded  that  after  dinner, 
she  should  adoroe  herselfe  with  her  most  precious   iewels,  and 
decke  her  with  the  costliest  apparell  shee  had.     Whereuuto  the 
poore  wenche  obeied,  not  knowinge  that  it  was  her  funeral  gar- 
mentcs.     On  the  otlier  side,  Mustapha  vncertaineof  the  emperour's 
minde,  at  the  houre  appointed  caused  all  the  nobilitie  to  be  as- 
sembled in  the  hall,  euerye  of  tlieym  marueilinge  what  moued  the 
emperour  so  to  do  sithens  he  had  so  long  time  shut  vp  liiiDselfe, 
without  shewing  his  person  abrode.     Being  thus  assembled,  and 
euerye  man  talking  diuerslyc  of  this  matter,  accordiuge  as  their 
affection  serued :  beholde,  the  emperour  entred  the  hall,  leading 
the  Greeke  by  the  hand,  who  being  adorned  otherwise  then  she 
was  wont  to  be,  was  accompanied  and  garnished  with  beautie,  so 
rare  and  excellent  a:^  she  resembled   rather  an  heauenly  goddesse 
then  a  humaine  creature.     The  Turke  being  come  into  the  hallj 
after  that  the  lords  had  made  their  reuerence,  according  to  their 
wonted  maner,  he  holding  still  the  faire  Greeke  by  the  left  bande, 
and  stoode  still  in  the  uiiddest  oi*  the  same,  loking  furiously  round 
about  him,  he  said  vuio  them.    "  So  farrc  as  I  vnderstand,  all  ye 
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do  mntine  and  grudge,  because  I  (being  vanquished  with  loae) 
cannot  be  deuided  nor  yet  content  my  selfc  day  nor  night,  from 
the  presence  of  this  Greeke.  But  I  do  know  none  of  you  all  so 
continente  and  chaste  in  louc,  that  if  hce  had  in  possession  a 
thing  so  rare  and  precious,  so  amiable,  indowed  with  hcautie  so 
excellent,  but  before  he  could  forget  her,  and  giue  her  ouer,  hee 
woulde  three  times  be  well  aduised.  What  say  you  to  the  matter  ? 
Eucrj'  of  you  shall  Iiaue  free  liberty,  franckly  to  tel  me  your  minde." 
But  they  rapt  with  an  incredible  achniration,  to  see  so  fair^  a 
thing,  sayde  that  he  had  with  greale  reason  passed  his  lime  wyth 
her.  Wherunto  the  barbarous  cruel  prince  aunsweared.  "  Well, 
now  then  I   wil  make  you  to   vnderstand,  that  there  is  no  cartliJie 

I  thing  that  can  bind  vp,  or  captiuate  my  sences  so  much,  but  that 
from  henceforth  I  will  folow  the  glorie  of  mine  auncestours,  and 
immitate  the  valiaunce  of  the  Ottomans,  which  is  so  iixed  in  my 

■     breaste  as   nothinge  but  death  is  able  to  btotte  it  out  of  my  re- 
membraunce/*     Those  wordes  finished,  incontinently  with  one  of 
his  handes,  hee  calched  the  Greeke  by  the  heare  of  the  head,  and 
with  his  other  band  he  drew  out  his  falchion  firom  his  side,  and 
folding  his  handes  about  her  golden  lockes,  at  one  blow  bee  strake 
of  her  bead,  to  the  great  tcrrour   of  them  all.     When  he  had  so 
done,  he  said  vnio  them :  "  Now  ye  know,  whether  your  emperour 
is  able  to  represse  and  bridle  his  affections  or  not  f"     Within  a 
while  after,  meaninge  to  discharge  the  rest  of  his  cholere,  he  ad- 
dressed a  campe  of  foure  score,  or  an  hundred  thousand   men: 
witli  whom  percing  Bousline,  he  besieged  Belgrade,  where  fortune 
was  so  contrary  vnto  him,  that  he  was  put  to  Bight,  and  loste 
there  a  notable  baitaile  against  the  Cristians,  vnder 
the  conduct  of  lobn  Huniades,   surnamed  le 
Blanck,  who  was  father  of  theworihie 
and  glorious   king  Mathie 
Coruin. 
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THE  FORTY-FIRST  NOUELL. 

A  hadit  falslie  accused  ofadultric,  was  condemptied  to  be  deuourtd 
of  Lions:  the  maner  of  her  dfliuerie,  and  how  (her  innocende 
being  kitowen)  her  accuser  feit  the  painesfor  her  prepared. 

In  the  countrie  of  Aquitane,  there  was  somtimc  a  lord,  whose 
lands  and  lordships  laye  bctwceae  Lismosine  and  Poictou,  and 
for  the  antiquitye  of  bis  house  wasrenowmed  botli  for  bloude  and 
wealth,  amonges  the  chiefe  of  all  the  couutrie.  Being  allied  ia 
kindred  wyth  the  best,  hee  had  ftitl  accesse  and  fauour  as  well  in 
the  houses  of  the  auncientc  dukes  of  Guicnne,  and  counlcs  of 
Poictou,as  in  the  royall  courtes  of  the  French  kinges.  This  lorde 
(whom  Bandello  the  aucthour  of  this  history,  afHnneth  to  be 
Signor  de  la  Rocca  Soarda,  but  the  translatour  and  augmentor  of 
the  same  in  French  called  Francois  dc  Belle  Forest,  leaueth  out 
his  name,  for  good  respect  as  he  alleageth)  kept  a  great  court 
and  liberal  household,  and  singularlie  delighted  (after  the  maner 
of  the  French  uobilitie)  in  huntinge  and  hawking.  His  house 
also  was  had  in  greater  admuacion  (the  rudeaes  and  ignoraunce 
of  that  tyrac  was  such)  because  he  had  gotten  beastes  of  straunge 
countries,  clieflie  lions,  wherein  he  had  great  pleasure  aswell  for 
the  rarenesse  of  that  beast  in  Fraunce,  as  for  a  certaine  genero 
sitie  that  he  knew  to  be  in  the  some,  which  resembled  the  mag- 
nanimitie  and  courage  of  noble  men,  whose  miudes  and  spirited 
doe  not  esteeme  thinges  that  be  vaine  and  cannot  be  afiraide  in 
doing  of  decdes,  whereuuto  honour  is  oflVed  for  reward.  This 
lord  maried  a  ladie,  the  doughter  of  one  of  his  neighbours,  a 
woman  worthie  for  such  a  husbandc :  whose  beautie  was  so  rare 
as  there  was  none  comparable  vuio  her :  which  the  more  increased 
for  that  shee  was  indued  with  perfite  vertue,  and  furnislied  with 
80  good  behauiour  as  right  good  mindes  and  wittcs  should  be  oc- 
cupied, naie  rather  put  to  their  shiftes  to  decide,  whether  gifte 
were  greatest,  either  the  exquisite  workcmanshippe  of  her  excel- 
ling beauUe,  or  whether  nature  had  unploied  al  her  cunning,  to 
frame  a  body  to  appeare  before  men  miraculous,  or  els  her  honest 
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good  grace,  curtosie,  aud   gi^uc  mildocs,  arcompmued 

rtuc,  not  vulgare  or  common  to  many  men.  which  made 

lie  to  shine  like  the  ghsteringe  planet  of  Mars,  amonges 

|e  wanderinge  starres.     In  such  wise  as  the  very  sauoge 

Bte  were  forced  with  splendent  fame,  to  praise  her  to  be 

woman  whose  equall  they  neuer  knew  to  be  in  all  their 

e,  who  made  the  house  of  her  husband   glorious  and   him 

nted   man,   to   bcholdc  such  a  starre  to   lie   by  his  side, 

infficed  to  illustrate  and  beautifie  a  whole  countrie  by  her 

resence,  and  to  nobilitate  a  race,  althoughe  die  bloud  of 

ours  did  fade,  for  the  accomplishmente  of  their  perfection. 

the  great  force  of  vertue  which  not  onely  did  aduaunce 

Be  other  creatures,  but  also  did  constraine  the  enuious  to 

t  in  admiration.     But  these  ndmirnlours  and   praisers  of 

loe  not  vse  like  indeuour  for  the  mcrites  of  vertue,  rather 

^loie  their  onely  Industrie  to  gather  some  protitc  of  vertue 

I   (following  the   nature  of  the  doggo)   they  retoume  to 

mite,  and  vomite  forth   their  venimc  hidden  in   their  ser- 

least.    As  it  came  to  passe  aud  was  euidcnt  in  a  ccrtaine 

It  was  stewarde  of  this  noble  man*s  house  (truly  a  very 

house,  as  well  for  the  honest  loue  betwene  tlie  lord  and  the 

for  the  vertue   and  clemency  wherewith  both   the  one 

other   were  accompanied)    who   in  the  beginninge,  as 

and  duetic  did  require,  was  a  louer  of  good   mancrs  and 

iable  demeanour  of  his  lady  and  maiatresse,  aftcrwardes 

Ig    the  fidelitie  which  he  did  owe  vnto  his  lorde,   the 

of  his  predecessours,   and  the   perill  of  his  owne  life) 

lone  her  and  serue  her  in  harte,  and   to  wishc  for  the 

ingc  which  outwardlye  did  appeare  to  be  in  her,  where  he 

at  so  much  as  with  theloke  of  his  eye,  to  giueany  attciut 

for  tlie  reucrence  of  him  which  was  the  right  owner  and 

scssor  of  the  same.     This  maister   foole  then,  not  mea- 

s  forces,  and   (esse  followinge  the  instincte  of  reason, 

>  amourous  of  his  madame,  as  continualiy  he  imagined 

neanes  he  mighte  giue  her  to  understand  the  paines  and 

wherein  he  lined  for  tlie  louc  of  her.     But  (alas)  these 

Lnished,  like  a  Jitlc  dispersed  cloude  at  the  rysinge  of 
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the  6unnc  :  for  thinkinge  vpjKJii  the  vrrtiic  of  his  maistresse,  his 
desires 'were  soner  rcmouetl  froin  his  hart,  then  he  was  able  lo 
imprcsse  them  ia  the  seate  of  his  judgement,  therby  to  take  anye 
certaine  assuraunce.  Noiwithstandingc  his  hcade  ceased  not  to 
buildecasielsiii  iheayre,  and  made  a  premise  to  himsclfe  lo  enioye 
her  whom  he  worshipped  in  his  hart.  For  he  toke  such  paynes 
by  his  humble  seruice,  that  iu  the  ende  he  acquired  some  part  of 
his  ladyca  good  grace  and  fnuour.  And  for  that  he  durste  not  be 
lo  bolde  to  manifest  VDto  her  the  vehemence  of  his  griefe,  he  was 
contented  a  long  time  to  shew  a  counterfnici  ioy,  which  raised 
vato  him  a  liuely  spring  of  dorowesand  displeasures,  which  ordina- 
rily did  fVetie  and  boyle  his  mindc  so  muche:  as  the  force  of  his 
weping  for  vaiue  hope»  was  able  to  sufTocaie  the  remnant  of  life, 
that  rested  in  his  tormented  hart,  which  caused  certaine  litle 
brokes  of  teares  to  streamc  downe,  assailing  the  minde  of  thift 
foolishe  louer.  This  faire  and  diaste  ladie  was  so  resolued,  in 
the  ioue  of  her  husbande,  tliat  she  toke  no  regardc  of  the  coun- 
tenaunces  and  foolishe  fashiones  of  this  maister  louer.  Who 
seing  his  niishappe  to  growe  to  dispaire,  and  from  thence  foorthe 
uo  remedie,  that  whether  by  reioyse,  well  hoping  of  better  luckc, 
or  for  sodaine  and  miserable  deaili,  he  determined  lo  proue  for- 
tune: aud  to  sec  if  the  water  of  his  hope  coulde  finde  any  passage, 
stedfastlye  determined  that  if  he  were  throwen  downc  hedlong 
into  the  boitome  of  refusal,  and  contcmpned  for  his  seruice,  not  to 
retire  ugaine,  but  rather  further  lo  plondge  for  the  accelerating  of 
the  ruine  of  him  self,  and  his  desires :  for  he  thought  it  impossible 
that  his  harte  could  indure  more  intollerable  heate  of  that  in- 
visible fier,  then  it  had  felt  alreadie,  if  he  founde  no  meanes  for 
the  smoke  to  haue  some  vent  and  issue.  For  whiche  considera- 
tion, cleane  besides  him  selfe,  bewitched  with  foolish  Ioue,  like  a 
beast  throughly  transformed  into  a  thing,  that  had  no  sense  of  a 
reasonable  man  (such  as  they  be  accustomably,  that  be  inrolled  in 
tlie  muster  bookes  of  Venus'  Sonne)  was  purposed  to  open  to  the 
ladie  (when  occasion  serued)  both  the  euill,  and  also  the  griefe 
that  he  susteincd  in  bearing  towarde  her,  so  great  and  extreme 
affection.  Behold  here  one  of  the  effects  of  humane  follie :  this 
was  the  firste  acte  of  the  tragedie,  wherein  Ioue  makclh  this  brain- 
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jian  to  plave  the  6rst  and  principal!  parte  vpon  the  sta^^e. 

iDorc  gentleman  (otherwyse  a  good  seniaunt,  and  raxefull 

pro6te  and   honoure  of  his  niaister)  is   nowe  so  voyde  of 

Be  and   blinde   in  vndersutnding   as  hee  maketh   no   con- 

)  to  assaile  her  (to  d<:'frnude  her  of  her  greatest  vertiie)  the 

I  name  of  whom  ought  to  hauc  made  him  tremble  for  feare, 

fl>lushe   for  shame,   rather  then   for  her  beautie  sake  and 

|l  cnrtesie,  to  dispoyle  her  of  her  houestie,  and  to  attempte 

t  vncertaine  to  winne  and  also  more  daungerous  to  practise. 

philes  he  liued  in   the  attemtc  of  his  hoped  occasion,  it 

jkd  that  the  ladic  (ihinkino^  no  malice  nt  alt)  began  to  be* 

the  stewarde   with  a  belter  eie  and  looke   more  familier^ 

by  of  the  gentlemen,  and  domestical!  seruauotes  of  tlte 

is  well  for  the  painted  honestie  of  this  galant,  ns  to  sc  him 

•pie  andredie  to  obey  her:  and  therefore   vpon  a  daye  as 

pied  iu  the   gallerie  she  called  him  vnto  her,  and   verie 

By  communicated  certainc  nifaircs  touching  the  profile  of 

ne.     He  that  marched  nut  but  vpou  one  foote,  and  burned 

He,  and  whose  harte  leapte  for  roye,  and  daunced  for  glad- 

hougbi  that  he  had  nowe  ohteincd  the  toppc  of  his  felicilie, 

e  whole  effect  of  his  desire :  sodainly  he  cast  away  the  di*- 

f  his  former  conceiptes,  obiccting  him  selfe  to  the  daunger 

he  was  like  to  bee  ouerwhelmed,  if  the  ladie  accepted  not 

Jest  with  good  digestion.     In  the  end,  recouering  force,  he 

led   in  minde   this  wicked  opinion,  wherwiih  foolish  and 

teshly  louers  doc  blason  and  displaye  the  honour  and  chas- 

tadies,   when  they   make  their  vauntc  that  theie   is  no 

be  she  neuer  so  chaste,  coniinente,  or  honesty  but  ia  tlte 

Ideth,  if  she  be  throughly  pursued.     O,  the  wordcs  and 

of  a  beast,  rather  then  of  a  man  knowing  veriue.     la  the 

of  chaAte  women  so  diminished  that  their  renowme  at 

e  is  like  a  boate  tu  the  middcs  of  some  icmpestions  sea, 

bto  the  mariners  do  repaire  to  saue  them  selues  i    It  is  the 

tue  of  ladles  which    doeth   coastraine  them  to  vomite 

their  poyson,  when  they  see  them  selues  deceiued,  of  their 

ad  vncoinely  dcmauudes-     A  man  sliull  neuer  lieare  those 

procede,  but  from  the  mouihes  of  the  moste  lasciuiou!*, 
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whiche  delight  in  iiotliing  els,  but  to  corrupte  the  good  names 
ladies,  afterward  to  make  ihein  ridiculous  to  the  worlde.     Re^~ 
tomne  we  then   to  oar  purpose,  this  valiaudt  souldier  of  foue, 
willing  to  gcue  the  first  onset  vpon  his  sweie  enemie,  began  to 
waxc  pale  and  to  tremble  like  the  reede  blowea  with  the  wynde 
and  knoweth  not  in  what  part,  or  by  what  mennca,  to  beatowe  th€ 
firstc  strokes  of  his  assault.     At  length  witli  foltring  tongue 
trembling  voyce,  he  speaketh  to  his  ladie  in  this  wyse.    "  Alas^ 
modame,  how  happie  were  the  course  of  our  tniusitorie  life,  if  th« 
common  passions   rcceiued  no  increase  of  troubles,  by  ncwe  and 
diners  accidents,  which  seme  toiakerooie  in  vs,  for  the  very  great 
diminution  of  that  liberiie,  which  euery  man  dulb  studie  so  much  tc 
conserue.     But  tndy  that  studie  is  vain,andtliepuinetherof  mpro- 
fitablie  bestowed  :  forheinforccth  him  selfe  to  Hue  free  from  passion, 
which  in  the  middes  of  his  inforcement,  feeleth  him  selfe  to  be  vio- 
lently constrained,  and  secth  the  taking  awayof  hisiibertie,  to  be  a 
certaine  impeachemente,  whiche  thereunto  hee  would  geue.  Alacke, 
I  hauc   prouetl  that  mischiefe,  and  am  yet  in  the  greatest  excesss' 
and  pangues  of  my  disease.     I  fele(alas)a  diuersitie  of  anguishes, 
and  u  sea  of  troubles,  which  tormente  my  minde,  and  yet  I  dare 
not  diHTOuer  the  cause,  seiog  that  the   tbiug,  which  is  the  foun- 
taine  of  my  grief,  to  be  of  suchc  desert  as  my  seruice  paste,  and 
alt  that  is  to  come,  is  not  able  to  geue  the   proofe,  if  one  special  I 
grace  and  fauour,  due  not  inlarge,  the  litle   power  tliat  is  in  mee,  < 
to  countemaile  the  greatnesse,  and  perfection  of  that  which  thus  I 
doth  variat  and  alter  bothe  my  ttioughtes  and  passions.     Pardon 
mee  (madame)  if  I   doe  speoke  obscurelye,  for  the  confusion  of 
my  minde  maketh  my  woordes  correspondent  to   the  qualitie  of 
the  same.    Notwithstanding  I  wyll  not  kepe  siJente  from   you 
that  whiche  I  doe  sufTer,  and  muchc  lesse  dissemble  what  passion 
I  indare,  beyng  assured  for  your  venue  and  gentlenes,  that  you 
(moued  with  compassion)  will  succour  me  so  muche  as  shfdl  lie  In 
you,  for  preseruacion  of  the  life  of  him  that  is  the  best  and  most 
obedient  seruaunt  amongcs  them  all  that  do  you  humble  seruice." 
The  lady  which  neuer  thought  of  the  wickednesse  which  this  in- 
sensate man  began  to  imagine,  aunswered  him  verye  curteously : 
"  1  am  sorie  trutye  for  your  mishap,  and  do  marueile  what  should 
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be  the  effect  of  that  passion  which  as  you  say,  yon  feele  with  such 
dimuuicion  of  that  which  ia  perfect  and  accoinplisbed  in  you: 
for  I  do  sec  no  cause  that  ought  to  moue  you  tu  so  straungc  in* 
firmitie,  whereof  you  told   mee,  and  wherewith  I   had  atreadie 
found  fault  although  you  bad   said  notliing.     I   would  to  God  I 
knew  which  way  to  helpe  you,  aswcl  for  my  lord  my  husbandeft 
sake,  whoe  I  am  sure  doth  beareyou  good  will,  aa  for  the  honestie 
which   hethcrto  1  haue  knowen  to  be  in  you,   ^(jkerein   I  thincke 
all  other  resembling  you,  for  venue  and  good  conditions  doe 
deserue  that  accumpi  and  consideration."     He  that  thought  her 
already  to  be  taken  in  his  nettes,  seing  so  faire  awaye  open  and 
cleare,  to  disclose  that  wliich  he  had  kept  couertc  so  long,  in  the 
depth  of  his  hart,  auuaweared.     **  Ah,  madame,  are  ye  ignuraunte 
of  the  forces  uf  louc,  and  how   much  his  assaultcs  can  debilitate 
the  Uueliboode  of  the  bodies  and  spirites  of  men  f    Knowe  ye  not 
that  be  is  bUnde  and  naked,  not  caring  whither  hee  goeth,  mani- 
festing himselfe  there,  wher  occasion  is  oflredr  Alas,  madame,  if 
ywx  haue  not  pitie  vppon  mee,  and  do  not  regard  that,  which  I 
do  suffer  for  the  loue  of  you,  I  know  not  how  I  am  able  to  auoyde 
death,  which  will  approchc  so  sonc  to  cutte  of,  and  abridge  my 
yeares,  as  I  shall  vnderstanile  a  refusall  of  that  which  the  extreme 
loue  I  bearc  you  (madame)  forceth  mee  to  require:  which  is  to 
receiue  a  new   seruice  of  your  auncient  and   faithfull  seruiture: 
who  inflamed  by  the  brighle  beames  of  yourdeuine  face,  knowcth 
not   how   to  chaunge  his   affection,  and  much   lesse  to   receiue 
helpe,  but  of  the  place  where  hee  receiued  the  pricke.     Excuse 
(madame   I  beseech  you)  my  rashnesse,  and  pardon  my  fullie : 
accuse  rather,  either  your  celestiall  beautie,  or  els  that  tyrant  loue 
who  hath   wounded  me   so  luckelie,  as  1  esteme  mine  euill  for- 
tunate, and  my  wounde  happie :  sithe  by  his  meanc  my  thoughtes 
and  cogitations  doe  onel3'e  tcnde  to  do  you  seruice,  and  to  loue 
you  in  mine  hart,  which   is  the  phenix  of  the  fairest  and  moste 
curteous  ladies,  widiin  all  our  prouince.     Alas,  that  excellencie, 
which  thus  maketli  me  your  seruuont  shall  one  daye  be  my  ruine, 
if  by  your  good  grace  (speaking  it  with  weapiug  teare»)  you  doe 
not  fouour  him,  which    liucth   not  but  to  obey  you,  and  which 
leaing  your  good  grace,  will  attempte  to  depriue  him  selfe  of  life. 
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which  being  depriued  through  your  crueUlc,  will  goe  tocomplaine 
of  his  boMe  attempt,  and  also  of  your  rigor  omongcs   the  ghostes 
and  BhiuJowes  of  them  that  bee  alreadic  dead,  Ibr  like  occasion-* 
Tlie  chaste  ladie  was  so  raptc  of  wittes  for  the  strauagenes  of  the 
case,  and  for  liic  griefe  whichc  she  concciued,  to  see  the  vnsbame- 
fasl  hardinessc  of  the  varlettc,  as  she  could  not  tell  how  to  make 
him  nunswerc :  hut  in  the*  cnde  breaking  silence,  and  fetching  a 
great  sighe  froiQ  the  bottome  of  her  harte,  her  face  stayncd  with 
a  freshe  vermilion  rudde,  which  beautified  her  coloWj  by  reason 
of  disdaine  conceiued  against  this  impudent  orator,  she  aun&wered 
him   verie  seueroly-     "  O  God,   wlio  would  haue  thought,  that 
trom  a  hart  nobly  brought  vp,  and  dcriued  from  an  honourable 
race,  a  vilaiiic  so  greate  could   haue   taken  roote   and  spring  rp 
with  such  detestable  fruite?  AVhai  maistcr  stewarde  ?  bnue ye  for- 
gotten the  dutie  of  a  seruaunt  towarde  his  lorde  and  maister  i 
Haue  ye  forgotten  1  save,  the  dutie  of  a  vertuous  gentleman,  wel 
nourished  and  trayned  vp   towarde  suche  and  so  great  a  ladie  as  I 
am  i  Ah,  tfaefe  and  traitour !  Is  this  the  vcnimc  whiche  thou  kepest 
so  couert  and  secrete,  vnder  the  sweteuesse  of  tliy  counterfaicte 
vertue  f  A  vaunte  varlet,  a  vauni :  goe  vttcr  thy  stutfe  to  them  that 
be  like  thy  self,  whose  honour  and  honestie  is  so  farre  s|>ent,  as 
thy  loialtie  is  light  and  vayn.     For  if  I  heare  thee  speake  any 
more  of  these  follies  be  assured  that  1  wil  mortiiie  thai  raging 
flame,  which  burneth  thy  light  beleuing  harte,  and  will  make  thee 
feeJe  by  effectc  what   maner  of  death  that  is,  wherein  thou  repo- 
sest  the  resteof  thy  trauell."  As  ihisdccciued  oratour  was  framing 
his  excuse,  and   about  tu   moderate  the  iust  wrath  of  his  ladie, 
displeased  vpon  good  occasion,  she  not  able  to  abyde  any  more 
talkc,  sayde  further.     '*  And  what  signes  of  dishoncstie  haste  thou 
seen  in  mee,  that  moue  thee  to  perswade  a  tiling  so  wicked,  and 
vncomely  for  mine  estate:  yea  and  so  prciudiciall  to  me,  to  my 
frendes,  and   tlie  house  of  thy  maister,  my  lorde  and  spouse  I    I 
can  not  tell  what  it  is  that  letteth  me,  from  causing  thee  to  be 
caste  foorthe  amonges  the  lions  (cruell  and  capitall  enemies  of 
adulterie  amonges  them  selues)  sittie  thy  pretence  is,  by  violating 
my  chastitie  to   dishonour  the   house,  whereunto  thou  owest  no 
lesse,  then  al  the  aduauncements  thou  hast:  from  the  taste  whereof 
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thou  hast  abandoned  vertuc,  the  best  thing  wherwith  thou  were 
afiiected.  Auoyde  nowe,  therefore,  let  me  heare  no  more  of  this, 
vppon  payneof  thy  life,  otlierwyse  thou  shall  feele  the  rewarde  of 
thy  temerite,  and  vnderstande  the  bitternesse  of  the  litle  pleasure, 
whiche  I  haue  conceiued  of  thy  follies."  So  the  good  ladic  held 
her  peace,  reseruing  in  her  harte,  that  whiche  should  bee  her 
helpc  in  time  and  place:  howbeit  she  sayde  nothing  hereof  vnio 
her  husbaade^  aswell  for  raising  oH'ence  or  slaunderi  as  for  pro- 
uoking  him  against  him  whiche  susleined  the  punishement  him 
selfe,  silhc  that  this  refuse,  did  more  strauogely  pinche  him,  nerer 
at  the  harte  then  cuer  the  egle  of  Caucasus  (whereof  the  poetes 
haue  talked  so  muche)  did  tier  the  mawe  of  the  subtile  thefe 
Prometheus,  And  yet  the  vnhappie  stewarde  not  contented, 
with  the  mischiefe  committed  against  the  honour  of  his  maister, 
seing  that  it  was  but  lost  time  to  continue  his  pursnte,  and  that 
his  gaine  would  bee  no  lesse  then  death,  if  she  according  to  her 
promised  threates  did  therof  aduertise  her  husband,  being  a 
cholcricke  man,  and  lighte  of  beliefe,  and  because  the  said 
steward  for  such  an  enterprise  had  receiued  a  simple  rccompence, 
althoughe  correspondent  to  his  desert^  preraediialed  worse  mis- 
chiefes,  more  noisome  then  the  (irsl.  He  was  in  double,  whether 
it  were  better  for  him  to  tarie  or  to  departe,  sith  two  thinges  in  a 
maner,  were  intollorable  for  him  to  suffer.  For  he  couldc  not 
forsake  the  house  where  from  his  eradlc  he  had  been  so  finely 
brought  vp,  the  lord  wherof  made  so  much  of  him,  as  of  his  owne 
person.  On  the  other  side,  he  knewe  that  so  long  as  the  lady  was 
aliue^  he  could  haue  no  manor  of  ioy  or  contentation.  lor  that 
cause,  conuerting  ejctreemc  loue  (which  once  he  bare  to  tlte  lady) 
into  cruel  hatred,  vnsecmely  for  a  brutal  beaste,  and  into  an  in- 
saciable  desire  of  reueng,  he  determined  to  addrcsse  so  strong  an 
ainbushe,  trained  with  so  great  subteltie,  that  she  was  not  able  to 
escape  without  daunger  of  her  life  and  honour,  whereof  she  declar- 
ed herselfe  to  be  so  carefuli.  Alas,  what  blindnes  is  tliat,  which 
capttuateth  the  wittes  and  spirite  of  him,  that  feedeth  bimselfe 
of  nothing  els,  but  vpon  the  rage  of  fantastical  despite  and  vpon 
the  furie  of  dispaire.  Do  wee  not  see,  that  after  reason  giiieth 
place  to  desiretl  reuengc  of  wrong  thought  to  be  receiued,  man 
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dispoyleth  himaelfe  of  ihat>  vrhicb  apperlavneih  to  the  kinde  of 
man,  to  pnt  on  the  fierce  nature  of  the  mostc  brute  and  cruell 
beastes,  to  runnehcadlongc  without  reason  toward  the  place  wher 
the  disordinale  appetite  of  affections,  doth  conduct  him?  whereof  I 
will  not  aduouche  any  other  example,  but  of  this  traitour,  who  pas- 
sionated  not  with  loue,  but  rather  with  rage  and  fury,  ceaseth  not 
toespie  all  the  actions  and  behauiourof  his  ladic,  to  theintcnte  he 
mightebringc  to  ende  his  dcuiscd  trea&on  against  her,  Uiat  though te 
(perchaunce)  no  more  of  his  folies,  but  honesdie  to  passe  the  time 
with  her  deare  and  wel  beloued  husbande.  Truly,  if  this  lady 
had  been  of  the  disposition  of  some  women  (that  care  not  to 
molesle  theyr  husbands,  for  the  first  flie  that  buzzetli  before  their 
eyes,  conceyuing  a  friuolous  and  sodaine  opinion  of  their  chastitJe, 
not  so  much  assailed,  or  to  sharjiely  defended,  chaunting  glorious 
hympnes  and  high  prayses  of  their  victorie)  certainly  she  had  not 
tombled  hersclfc  into  the  daunger,  wheninto  afterwards  she  fell. 
Not  fur  iliat  I  will  blame  them  that  do  reueale  to  theyrhusbandes 
the  assaults  which  they  receiue  of  importunate  suters,  that  doe 
assnie  to  deflower  their  chastitie.  Yet  I  wilt  sayc  that  modestie 
in  the  same  (as  in  cuery  other  humaine  action)  is  greatly  to  be 
required,  sith  that  such  a  one,  by  thincking  to  extolle  her  honour 
and  honestie,  and  to  make  proofe  of  her  chastitye,  rendreth  the 
same  suspicious,  and  giueth  occasion  to  talke  to  the  people  tliat  is 
more  apt  and  redie  to  slaunder  and  defame,  then  by  good  report 
to  prayse  them,  which  by  vertue  do  deaerue  commendation,  bring- 
ing the  lyfe  and  fame  of  her  husband,  to  such  extrcmitie,  as  it 
had  been  belter  vertuousiy  to  haue  resisted  the  force  of  loue,  and 
the  flattering  sute  of  such  louers,  then  to  manifest  that  which  might 
haue  been  kept  set^rete  without  preiudice  of  eyther.  And  truly 
that  woman  deserueth  greater  glorie,  which  of  herselfe  defendeth 
her  honestie,  and  qucncheth  the  flames  liuelye  kindled  in  the 
bartes  of  other,  with  the  coldnes  of  continencie,  by  that  meanes 
vanquishing  two,  then  she  doth,  which  manifesting  the  vice  of  an 
other,  discloseth  as  it  were,  a  certaine  apparaunce  of  her  fraillie, 
and  the  litle  reason  wherewith  she  is  indcwed,  to  vanquish  him 
that  confesscth  to  be  her  seruaunt,  and  whose  wil  dependeth  at 
her  commaundement.     And  whcD  the  whole  matter  shnlbe  rightlye 
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iudged,  ahee  that  reuealetk  the  imperfection  of  a  sutcr  shcwetb 
her  opiaioD  and  mindc  to  be  more  pliant  to  yelde  then  indewed 
with  reason  to  abandone  pleasure  and  to  reiect  the  insolencie  of  the 
same,  sith  reason's  force  doth  easety  vanquish  light  affect  ions  of  sen- 
suall  partes,  whose  fancies  imprinted  wyth  fickIencS|do  make  them 
so  inconstant,  as  they  perswade  tbemselucs  to  be  so  puissaunte 
and  mightie,  as  all  tliingcs  be,  and  rest  at  tlieir  commaundement. 
Ketourniug  nowe  then  to  our  former  discourse,  the  steward  so 
laboured  with  might  and  maine,  till  be  had  found  meanes  to  be 
reuenged  of  the  receiued  refusall,  with  such  subtilty  and  diuelish 
inucntion  as  was  possible  for  man  to  deuise,  which  was  this. 
Among  the  seruauntes  of  this  great  lorde,  there  was  one  no  lesse 
yoDge  of  wittc  and  vnderstanding  then  of  age.  And  albeit  that 
he  was  feyre  and  comely,  yet  so  simple  and  foolishe  as  hee  had 
much  a  do  to  tell  the  nombcr  of  sixe.  This  foole  by  reason  of 
his  foUye  and  simplicitye,  was  the  onelye  sporte  and  pastime  of 
the  lord  and  lady  :  the  lady  many  times  toke  pleasure  to  talke 
with  this  maister  foole,  to  bringe  him  into  a  choler  and  chaufc, 
thereby  to  pruuuke  laughter.  And  therefore  all  the  houshold 
vsed  to  call  him  in  mockerie,  my  ladyes  darelinge.  In  whom  the 
lorde  tokc  singuler  pleasure  and  delight,  esteeming  him  so  wel  as 
any  of  his  other  seruaunts.  The  malicious  stewaid,  seing  the 
familiaritie  of  tlie  lady  with  the  foole  (like  one  that  had  already 
catched  his  pray  within  his  snares)  began  also  to  make  much  of 
thatyonge  cockcscome,  in  such  wyse  as  he  had  brought  him  into 
such  fooles  paradise,  as  he  mighte  make  him  do  and  saye  what 
he  liste.  Who  seing  him  diligent  to  his  desire>  one  day  toke 
him  aside,  and  after  lie  had  whitlcd  him  well,  he  eayd  vnio  him. 
''  Dicke,  I  can  tell  thee  a  knacke,  ihat  thou  shalt  make  my  lady 
laugh  wel,  but  thou  must  say  nothing,  till  she  do  perceiue  it." 
The  poore  idiot  glad  to  please  his  maistres,  was  desirous  to  kuowe 
what  it  was,  and  promised  to  doe  whatsouerhe  woulde  bidde  him. 
**  Thou  must  (sayd  the  steward)  in  the  eueninge  before  she  go  into 
her  chamber,  hyde  thy  selfe  vnder  her  bedde,  and  tary  there  till  it 
be  an  hower  or  two  before  day,  and  then  1  wil  tell  thee  what  thou 
mast  doe  besides."     This  plat  deuised  the  foole  the  same  euening 
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executed  t!»e  deoise  of  livs  diuclisli  couniuyloHrj  wlio  acing  hi» 
desire  to  take  effects,  went  to  an  olde  geatlemaii,  that  was  of  great 
faonestic  and  vertue,  for  wUich  he  was  of  a]l  men  so  wel  knowenf 
aa  they  esteemed  his  word  so  true  as  the  gospell.  To  that  gCDtlc- 
xnan  this  craftie  vittaine,  full  of  poisoti  and  majtccj  wholy  bent 
to  miscbiefe,  told  and  reported  the  fact,  not  as  it  was  in  deede, 
but  to  the  great  preiudic*e  and  dishonour  of  the  liidy,  gcuin^  him 
to  vnderstaud  how  much  she  had  forgotten  lier&elfc,  how  without 
the  ieare  of  God,  reuerencc  of  her  husband,  and  respect  of  her 
owne  honesty,  she  had  fillhely  giuen  herselfe  ouer  to  him  which 
was  called  her  dareling.  The  good  gentleman  hearing  this 
strauDg  case,  was  astonned  hke  one  that  had  been  stroken  with  a 
flasheof  hghteuing,  then  drawing  nere  to  the  accuser,  he  auoswer- 
ed.  "  Is  it  possible  that  suche  wickednes  can  lye  hidden  in  the 
breast  of  our  madamef  I  sweare  \7ito  thee  by  God,  that  if  any 
other  had  told  it  me  besides  you,  I  would  not  haue  beleued  it,  aod 
truly  yet  I  am  in  doubt  thereof."  "  No  no/'  saide  this  wicked  blas- 
phemer, "  I  will  make  you  see  that,  which  you  cannot  belcue:'* 
and  hauing  lessoned  his  foole,  in  his  coDceiued  folUe,  the  next 
day  he  procured  the  gentleman  thyther^  who  sciag  the  ladies 
miuiun,  going  out  of  her  cliamber  (which  many  times  lay  seuerally 
from  her  husband)  could  not  rcfrainc  weeping,  lamcntitig  tlie  ill 
fortune  of  bis  lord,  who  tliiukinge  that  he  had  had  an  honest  wyfe, 
was  abused  with  an  impudcol  and  vushamefast  whore.  Then  he 
began  to  frame  a  long  onicion,  against  tlie  incontinencic  of 
women,  moued  rather  through  the  good  will  hce  bare  to  tils  may- 
ster,  then  to  the  truth  of  the  matter,  which  vndiscretely  be  spake 
against  tlie  order  of  women  kynd.  So  ignorant  was  he  of  the  trea- 
soo  and  indeuour  of  the  steward,  who  demaunded  of  him  wtiat  was 
to  be  done  in  that  matter  ?  "  What,"  sayd  the  old  gentleman, 
"  such  wickednesse  ought  not  to  be  vnpunished.  My  lorde  must 
be  aduertised  hereof,  that  the  house  maye  be  purged  of  suche  a 
plague  and  infection,  that  bee  maye  euidentlye  vnderstande  the 
hypocrisyc  of  her  that  so  longe  time  hath  kcpte  close  her  incoii- 
linencie,  vuder  the  vaile  of  fayned  chastitie/*  But  the  righteous 
God  made  openly  to  appeare  before  mens  eyes  the  secrete  sinncs 
of  the  wicked,  to  thintcnt  greater  slaunders  should  not  iocrease. 
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The  steward  very  ioyful  that  he  had  gotten  so  hooeste  a  man  to 
be  a  witnesse  of  his  accusation,  approued  his  aduise,  for  that  it 
agreed  wel  with  his  intent.     So  they  two  together  went  to  the 
lord,  with  countenaunce  sad  and  heauie,  correspondent   to  their 
minde,  and  specially  the  traitour,  whose  sense  was  so  confounded 
with   gladnesse,   that  thinking  to  begin  bis  tale  bis  wordes  so 
stucke  in  his  mouth  as  he  was  not  able  to  vtter  a  word.     Whereat 
the  lorde  was  wonderfully  abashed,  marueyling  what  that  timidiie 
did  meane^  till  he  had  heard  the  vnfaithfuU  stewarde  tell   his  tale, 
H'hosayde  to  him  in  this  maner.     "  My  lord,  I  am  sory  tliat  it  is 
my  lotte   to  declare  vnto  you  a  matter  hitherto  vnknuwen  and 
not  marked  or  taken  beedeof  by  any,  which  wyl  so  much  offend 
you,  as  any  pleasure  that  euer  till  this  day  did  please  and  content 
you.     And  God  knoweth  what  griefe  it  is  to  me  (in  your  pre- 
sence) to  be  an  accuser  of  a  person  in  tlic  world,  which  I  haue 
esteemed  nexte  vnio  you  aboue  anye  other  creature  that  lyueth  : 
but  being  in  that  place  I  am,  1  might  (by  good  deserte)  be  accused 
of  treason  and   felonie  if  concealing  such  a  detestable  crime,  I 
should  leaue  the  dutie  of  fidclitie  to  an  other,  lesae  desirous  to  do 
you  seruice  then  f  am.     AVho  bclcueth  iliere  is  no  second  person, 
thatdesireth  better  to  acquiie  the  goodnes  and  preferment  which 
I  hane  receyued  of  your  lordship,  then  1  do.     This  it  is  my  lord  : 
my  lady  misprising  her  duty  to  your  lordship,  and  the  honour  of 
the  house  whereof  shee  came,  hath  notdisdayned  to  receiue  into 
her  chamber  at   incouuenient  lime,  the   foole  that   is  catlod  her 
darelinge,  and  in   the   place  into  which   none  but  your  honour, 
ought  to  haue  peaceable  enirie:  whereof  this  gentleman  present 
(whom  you   know   to  he  without   comparison)   shalbe  wiinesse: 
touching  mysclfe  the  fayth  and  trust,  which  alwayes  I  haue  vscd 
■  in  all  your  aifayres,  and  the  litlc  affection  which  I  haue  to  things 
eontrar}'  to  vertiie,  shal  giue  true  testimonie  of  that  which  I  haue 
saidc."     The  lorde  hearing  these  piiirull  newes,  which  pcarced  his 
hartc  more  dcepe  then  anye  two  edged  sword,  at  the  first  was  so  asto^ 
Died,  that  he  could  not  tell  what  to  say  or  do,  sauing  the  ardente 
furie  of  cholere  made  him  distill  a  ccrtaine  mel:mcholique  hu- 
mour into  his  eyes,  which  receyued  the  superfluous  vapours  of  bis 
braine.     At  length  breakinge  that  fortli,  wbicli  troubled  him  with- 
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in,  and  grindinge  his  f<;ethe  for  furie,  with  stutteringe  and  vncer- 
taine  voice,  fetching  aighcs  belwecne,  saide :  "  O  God,  whatnewet 
be  these  that  I  beared  Is  it  possible,tliat  the  iaireataiid  chastest  lady 
that  liueih,  hath  in  this  wise  dofeced  her  honour :  and  so  wickcdiy 
blemished  my  reputation:  Alas^if  itsobe,  thatshehath  in  thiswise 
disparaged  herselfe,  no  trust  is  to  be  reposed  in  any  other,  vhat 
soeuer  she  bee.  Ah,  God !  vnder  what  planet  was  I  borne,  that  after 
so  longe  pleasure  receiued  with  my  beloued  fere  and  compauioo, 
I  should  by  her  feele  a  displeasure,  an  hundred  times  worse  then 
death  ?  Is  there  no  remedie  but  that  my  house  muste  receiue  and 
see  an  enterprise  so  vilanous,  by  her  onely  meane,  which  ought  ra- 
ther to  haue  been  the  omamentc  and  beautie  of  the  same  i"  Then  he 
chaufed  rp  and  downe  the  chamber,  without  speaking  any  more 
wordes,  witli  his  eyes  rolling  in  his  headc,  making  straunge  coun- 
tenaunces,  which  did  well  expresse  the  griefe  that  vexed  and  toir- 
mented  his  minde.  In  the  ende  halfe  pacifyed,  he  tounied  his 
face  toward  the  accuser,  saying :  **  My  frende  if  this  be  true, 
which  thou  hast  told  mee,  I  sweare  by  God,  that  I  will  make 
her  feele  the  smarte  of  such  grecuous  punishmente,  as  shalbe 
spoken  of  for  euer.  But  if  my  w^fe  be  slaundred, and  accused 
wrongfully,  assure  thy  selfe  that  I  wil  be  reuenged  >'ppon  thee. 
I  know  the  vertue  of  this  gentleman  very  well  (hauing  had  good 
proofc  thereof)  and  of  thy  fidelitie  I  am  nothing  at  all  in 
donbt.  But,  alas !  the  lone  that  I  beare  ^iito  my  wife,  and  her 
former  vertue-  which  maketh  mee  to  loue  and  csteemc  her  so  much 
doth  througblyc  pcarce  my  hart,  and  much  adoc  1  haue  to  hue 
hearing  this  reportc  :  which  doth  deface  and  blottc  all  the  hone»- 
lie  and  vertue  thut  euer  remained  in  mcc."  *^  And  that  was  it  my 
lord,  (answcared  the  traitour)  which  did  deceiuc  you.  For  the 
shewc  of  that  painted  vertue  did  so  delude  you,  that  you  be  al- 
moste  bewitched  from  vnderstanding  the  wronge,  so  mnnifestlye 
perpetrated  against  you,  and  ail  your  house.  Now  to  tliend,  that 
you  thincke  not  the  sccusacioa  to  be  false,  I  trust  (if  it  please 
you  to  assist  me)  to  let  you  see  the  thing,  whereof  wee  haue  gioen 
you  intelligence."  •*  I  wil  do  (sayd  the  lord)  what  you  will  hanc 
me,  although  it  be  to  my  great  griefe  and  sorow/*  "  To  morov 
morning  then  (answeared  the  traitour)  one  bower  before  day»  I 
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wiU  let  you  see  (he  varlet  goingc  out  of  her  chamber  with  so 
great  ioy,  as  I  do  conceiue  beauines  and  griefe  for  the  simple 
remembrauDce  of  so  greate  wickedues."  When  ihey  were  agreed 
hereupon,  this  knaue  most  detestable,  weauing  the  toilc  wher- 
in  lie  himselfe  was  caughte,  wenle  to  subome  the  personage  of  bis 
foole,  holy  made  and  instructed  in  his  trumperie:  leaainge  the 
poore  lord  with  a  hamer  working  in  his  head,  that  he  was  lyke  to 
runne  out  of  his  wities.  So  great  is  the  furious  force  of  the  poi- 
son of  ialosie,  whych  ones  hauitig  dispersed  the  vemine  ouer  the 
harte  and  intrayles  of  men,  the  wysest  sorte  haue  lost  the  due  dis- 
cretion of  thejT  wittes.  In  the  morning  about  the  bower  that  the 
amourous  foole  (ignoraunt  wbcrfore  he  went  in)  should  issue  out 
of  his  maistresse  chamber,  the  stewarde  rauished  with  inexplicable 
ioye  and  gladncsse,  like  to  the  pleasure  of  hym  tlmt  had  attayned 
the  summe  of  his  desires,  called  hys  lorde  to  see  that  heauye  and 
dolourous  sighte.  The  good  gentleman,  perceyuing  the  report  to 
be  true,  and  thincking  that  she  had  vsed  the  foole  to  be  her  bcd- 
felowe,  was  lyke  to  haue  dyed  for  sorow,  or  els  to  bane  tome  in 
peeces  that  vnhappy  sotte,  innocent  of  the  euill  suspected  by  the 
lorde,  who  durst  not  so  much  as  thincke  to  do  such  a  wicked  fact. 
In  the  ende  geuing  place  to  reason,  he  caused  the  poore  fbole  to  be 
apprehended,  and  put  in  the  bottome  of  a  dongeon,  and  beyonde 
measure  was  offended  wyth  bis  wyfe,  for  that  he  thought  the  sim- 
pljcitie  of  the  imprisoned  wretche,  had  not  the  face  to  demaund 
the  question,  and  therefore  did  verely  beleeue  that  it  was  she  that 
had  induced  him  to  do  the  deede  to  satisHe  her  vnbridcled  and 
filtliy  luat,  and  therefore  caused  her  to  be  shut  vp,  within  a  darke 
and  stincking  prison,  not  meaninge  to  see  her,  or  to  heare  her  speakc 
for  her  justification,  ne  yetwoulde  suffer  that  any  man  should  take 
Tppon  hym  to  stand  in  her  defence,  to  bring  witnesse  of  her  in- 
nocency.  "  For"  (sayd  he,  replete  wyth  wrath  and  anger):  "  I  do 
better  beleue  that  which  I  haue  scene,  and  knowen  by  myne  owne 
presence,  then  your  wordes,  vayoe  reasons,  and  complaintes  of  no 
good  ground  and  effecte  as  founden  vppon  her,  that  hath  to  mudie 
forgotten  her5e]fe,and  herdutye  lowardes  me."  Moreouervanquish- 
ed  with  the  cholere  (not  without  cause  truly)  of  a  husband  that 
thought  himselfe  by  her  ooely  meanes  deceyued  and  betrayed,  sent 
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word  to  the  poore  capti  ue,  that  »hc  should  then  prouide  for  her  sodIcs 
health,  sith  he  was  determined  the  very  same  ilay  lo  make  herpiay 
a  tragedy,  more  cruell  then  that  was  pleasaunt,  which  she  had 
already  done  wyth  her  beloiied,  in  extruding  her  to  be  dcuoured  of 
hys  hons,  wliicli  were  the  ministers  for  the  executioo  of  the  iua- 
ttce  ordayned  against  her,  as  ihoughe  she  had  bin  the  most  lasciui- 
ous  and  detestable  woman  that  eiier  the  earth  brought  forth.     Tlie 
fayre  and  innocent  lady,  knowing  the  humour  and  cholere  of  her 
husband,  and  likewyse  »eing  (coutranr'  to  right  order  of  all  iudge- 
ment)  that  she  could  not  be  heard  or  suffred  to  make  aunsweare, 
passed  tliroughc  tbe  rigorous  law  of  hym,  that  thoughte  her  to  be 
an  adultrcsse:  and  could  not  tell  what  tu  doe  but  to  lamcnte  her 
ill  fortune,  gushing  forth  teares  in  such  abundance,  as  the  most 
part  of  her  attyre   were  wet   and   bedewed  with  the  same,  then 
fortefying  herselfe  in  the  hope  of  the  mercifull  hande  of  Almigh- 
tye  God  the  father  of  all  consolacion,  who  neuer  forgetteth  them, 
which  with  intire  faith  do  call  vppon  him,  and  appeale  lo  the 
euccour   of   the   holy   and  precious  name   of   his  sonnc   lesus 
Christe  our  sauiour,  she  with  compunction  of  hart,  and  sincere 
deuocion,  with  ioyned  handes  and  knees  vppon  the  grounde,  ad- 
dressing her  eyes  to  the  heaucns,  prayed  in  this  wyse :  "  Alas, 
my  G{»d,  I  do  knowe  and  confesse,  that  the  multitude   of  my 
sinnes  do  surpasse  the  sea  sands,  and  am  not  ignoraunt,  that  this 
vnhappie  time  is  cliaunced  vnto  me,  for  the  punishment  of  my 
forcpassc<l  offences.     Notwithstaudinge  (Lord)  accordinge  lo  thy 
greate  goodnes,  haue  no  respecte  vnto  my  demerites  and  wicked- 
nes  (whereof  my  life  is  ful)  but  rather  extende  thy  fauour  and 
mercy  vppnn  thy  poore  creature,  whose  innocencie  thou  (which 
art    the  searcher  of  mcnnes   hartes)  doest  well  vnderstaudc   and 
knowe,  I  do  not  desire  prolongation  of  miserable  lyfe,  onely  maye 
it  plcnsc  thee  (O  God)  for  thy  gootlncs  and  iuslice  sake,  lo  saue 
mine  honour,  and  to  grnunt  that  my  husbande  maye  see  with  wliai 
iotegritie  1  haue  alwayes  honoured  tlie  holy  band  of  mariage,  by 
thee  ordayned,  to  thintent  he  may  liue  from  hencefortli   quiet  of 
his  suspicion  conccyued  of  mee,  and  that  my  parentes   may  not 
sustaine  the  blot  of  ignominie,  which  will  make  theym  btushe, 
when  they  shall  heare  reporte  of  my  forepassed  life,"    She  beinge 
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in  these  coutemplacions  and  ho\yc  prayers,  preparinge  bersclfe  to 
receyue  death,  her  husband  caused  her  to  be  cotiueyed  into  the 
parke  of  lions,  which  being  strauuge  and  terrible  at  the  first  sight, 
did  marueylouslie  affray  her,  but  remembrini^  how  innocent  she 
was,  putting  her  hope  in  God,  she  wcnie  thither  with  such  con- 
stancie  and  courage,  as  if  she  had  bin  leddc  to  some  ioyous  ban- 
tjuet,  and  the  people  whicli  neuer  heard  tell  before  of  suche  a 
kinde  of  deaths  was  assembled  in  great  multitude,  tarying  to  see 
the  ende  of  that  execution,  and  talking  diuersly  of  that  sodainc 
iudgemcnt,  prayed  all  with  one  voyce,  for  the  prcseruation  of  the 
ladie,  of  whose  chastitie  they  were  alredy  right  well  assured.  Now 
as  they  attended  for  the  time  of  execution,  the  lady  was  placed  in 
the  mid  of  the  parke,  not  without  tcares  and  sighes  of  the  assist- 
antes  who  murmured  at  the  remembraunce  of  the  horror  of  a  sight 
so  furious,  llic  innocent  ladye  kneeled  downe  vpon  her  knees, 
and  both  by  gesture  and  mcry  countenaunce,  shewed  how  ioyful 
she  went  to  suffer  that  which  she  had  neuer  deserued :  tlicn  recom- 
mending her  soule  to  God,  for  whose  saluation  she  stedfasily  hoped, 
she  pronounced  this  praier  a  loude :  "  O  my  Lorde  God,  whiche 
diddest  ones  deliuer  Daulell  from  a  daungerlike  to  this,  whcruuto 
the  false  accusation  of  the  wicked,  haue  wrongfully  cast  me  hed- 
lond :  and  diddest  discharge  Susanna  from  the  slaunder  of  the 
peruerse  and  adulterous  iudges,  pleaseth  the  pitifully  to  behold 
thy  poore  creature.  Pardon,  O  Lorde  I  forgiue  I  humblie  be- 
seche  thee,  the  simplieitie  of  my  dcare  busbjuid,  who  dealelh  thus 
with  mee,  rather  through  the  circumuentiou  of  deceiptfuU  cauiU 
ling  slaunderers,  then  by  his  ownc  maUce  and  crueltie.  Receiue, 
O  my  God,  and  mercifull  father,  receiue  my  soule  betwenc  thy 
blessed  handes,  which  thou  hast  redemed  by  tlie  bloudshedding  of 
thy  Sonne  lesus,  vpon  the  tree  of  the  crosse!"  As  she  had  ended 
these  wordes,  she  sawc  the  iions  come  forth  ramping,  and  bristhng 
vp  their  hcare,  stretching  forth  their  pawcs  with  roaring  voice, 
cruelly  looking  round  about  them,  of  whom  the  lady  thought  to 
be  the  present  pray.  But  the  goodnessc  of  God,  who  is  a  iust 
iudge,  and  suffreth  liis  owne  elect  to  be  proued  to  the  extremilie, 
of  purpose  to  make  their  gloric  the  greater,  and  the  ruioe  of  the 
wicked  more  apparauut,  manifested  there  an  euident  miracle.    For 
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the  lions  (being  cniell  of  nature,  nnd  that  time  huogrie  andgredie 
of  pray)  in  lieu  of  tearing  the  ladie  in  pieces,  to  gorge  their  raue- 
ning  paunc'he,  tliey  fill  to  licking  and  fawning  vppon  her,  mak- 
ing so  much  of  her  as  if  they  had  familiarly  ben  nourished  with 
her  own  brcastes.  A  thing  no  lesse  pleasaunt  to  the  ladye  then 
merueilous  to  all  the  people  standing  round  about,  who  se'mg  a 
chauncc  so  miraculous  cried  out,  incontinently  for  the  deliuerie  of 
the  ladie,  and  for  vengeaunce  to  be  taken  of  him,  which  so  wick- 
edly had  protruded  her  into  that  daunger:  which  for  her  vertue, 
ought  to  be  extolled  and  praised  of  the  whole  world.  When  the 
noble  man  was  certified  uf  this  strauiige  aduenture,  hee  causefl  his 
steward  to  be  apprehended  and  imprisoned,  whose  conscience 
forced  great  remorse,  yet  not  knowing  the  ende  of  the  tragedie, 
condcmpncd  himselfe  by  his  counienaunce.  During  his  impri- 
sonement  the  deposition  of  the  beloued  foole  was  taken,  who 
saide  :  *'  That  by  tlie  suggestion  of  the  malicious  steward,  many 
times  (ignoraunt  to  the  lady)  he  conueted  himself  in  her  chamber, 
not  knowing  wherunto  the  intent  of  him  that  caused  him  so  to 
do  did  tende/*  The  other  gentleman  made  excuse  (although  he 
was  blame  worthy)  that  he  was  deceiued  by  the  same  false  prac- 
tisCj  that  the  lorde  himselfe  was.  The  steward  openly  confessed 
the  treason,  which  he  had  devised  against  the  ladie,  and  the  whole 
occasion  thereof,  and  thinking  to  be  reuengedof  therefusall  of  loue 
by  her  denied,  he  framed  this  slaunder  to  make  her  lose  her  life. 
Which  the  lord  hearing  could  not  abide  that  his  death  should  any 
longer  be  respected,  but  without  other  forme  of  lawe,  he  was 
thrust  out  to  the  lions,  and  was  presently  seased  vpon,  and  tome  in 
peeces  by  those  beastes,  which  by  Gods  iuste  iudgement,  did  ab- 
steine  from  the  good  ladie,  for  the  punishement  of  the  detestable 
fliane  of  this  varlet.  In  the  meane  time  the  chaste  and  innocent 
ladie,  being  brought  before  her  husbande,  after  he  had  kissed  and 
imbrascd  her,  with  humble  reuerence  she  sayde  vnio  him:  "  Mv 
lorde,  I  render  my  humble  thankes  to  God,  for  that  through 
his  holy  grace,  and  inscrutable  iustice,  he  bath  let  you  to  vnder- 
stande,  twoo  diuers  affections,  in  two  seuerall  persones  of  this 
worlde,  which  yon  loue  so  well.  In  one,  the  treason  so  pemicioiu, 
which  prouoked  you  to  soile  and  imbrue  your  bandea  (not  withoHC 
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this   daye  pruued  contrarie)  ia  the  bJoud  of  your  faitli- 
Ldertf  beloueil  wife.     In  thotl)er,  a  will  and  minde  so  good 
r  you,  and    to    pereiat    in    coniiuualioti    of    tlmt    effecte, 
pakeih  her  generally  to  be  praysed,  and  wortiiy  of  yoar 
loue,  for  so  much  sa  she  is  your  very  affectionate  spouse, 
pitandiag,   iustly    may    I    make    my    complaint   of   you, 
I  without  excuse   for  my  discharge,  or  hearing  any   thing 
light  seme  for  my   purgation,   you  coudempned   her,  for 
honour  and   defence  you   ought  to  baue  imployed  both 
ind  life.    But  God  shalbc  iudge  bctwene  your  litle  discre* 
i  my  righteousnesse,  betwene  m'me  obedience  and  your 
wlierenith   you   haue  abuu^d   the  nobilitie,  of   the  race 
J  came."    Tlie  husbande  hearing  this  wise  and  iust  com- 
ta)  the  one  side  transported  with  ioye,  leapt  and  reioy»ed, 
tia  deare  companion  in  libertie,  and  declared  to  be  inno* 
I  the  other  parte  he  blushed  for  sliume,  liiat  hre  had  so 
Ind  without  better  proofe  and  trial  condempned  her,  whom 
lis  grace  had  preserued  from  the  lions  throates,  and  dnrste 
Vp  his  bead,  by  reason  his  harte  freated  at  the  remem- 
of  his  light  creditc  and  fiirie  immoderate.     Flnallie  im- 
his  wife,  and  ki&sing  ber  louingly,  said  vuto  her :  "  Ma- 
id deare  beloued  wife,  I  can  not  denye,  but  foolishely   I 
^mpted  to  blemisbe  the  honor  of  her,  thaiwhilome  made 
ine  and  glister  amongst  the  best  and  chief  of  al  thiscoun- 
he  that  doth  wei  marke  and  beholde   the  galle  and  di»- 
a  husband  louing  liis  wyfe,  and  then  vnderstaudyng  her 
and  greate  forgetfulncsse  whichc  shee  hath,  boihe  of  his 
ind  glorie  of  his  comforte,  will  easely  excuse  and  pardon 
whicbe  I  will  not  by  any  meanes  colour  and  ctoke,  but 
loe   ]>ardon    a1    your  handes,  as<iuring  you,  that    I   will 
md  requite  the  same,  so  well  and  in  suche  wise  as  you 
s  shall  baue  no  cause  but  to  be  content  and  satisfied." 
nhnie,  sir,  (quod  she)  that  my  gililesse  offence  is  knowen 
and  that  I  haue  recouered  place  in  your  fauoarable  ac* 
:    for  1  doe   accompie   mine   aduersitie  well  imployed, 
by  you  and  your  friendes  may  glorie,  of  the  seuere   ius- 
tred  iigainst  malefacters,  and  1  reioyce  in  resistaunce  of 
D  D 


i 


toe 


A   rABIB   FALSL1S    ACCUSED. 


the  assauUes  of  lone,  and  of  death  to  guarde  and  kepe  my  chasti- 
lie  pure  and  inu'iolable  :  and  may  serue  for  example  to  coery  ho- 
nourable ladie,  bong  assailecl  with  suche  slronu;  and  migbtie  ad- 
uersariea,  to  kepe  them  seines  honest.  For  the  cronne  is  not  due 
but  to  her  that  shall  lawfully  combate  to  the  ende."  After  this 
the  lorde  by  perswasion  of  his  wife,  commaundcd  that  the  foole 
should  be  auoided  tlie  house,  that  his  presence  might  not  grieue  or 
torment  her,  ne  yet  renewe  the  memorie  of  a  thing  that  neuer 
was  thought  or  doen.  And  not  without  cause :  for  the  lorde, 
whiche  reclined  his  eare  to  eucry  trifling  report,  and  credited  the 
woordes  of  euery  whistling  piketlianke,  had  much  a  do  to  escape 
from  doing  thinges  vnworthy  liis  estate  and  calling.  Of  so  great 
force  truely  is  the  venime  of  such  serpentes,  that  scasing  by  little 
and  little,  the  harte  of  him  disposed  torcceiue  it  in  furie,  maketh 
it  to  be  in  effect  like  the  nature  of  poyson  and  drogues  corrupt : 
wherof  men  ought  to  be  no  lesse,  but  rather  more  diligent  and 
carcfull  then  of  meates,  amonges  persones  whom  they  suspect  and 
feare,  sithensthat  maladies  and  infections  of  mindc  be  farremore 
daungerous  then  outward  passions,  which  torment  llie  body. 
Whereunto  if  the  said  noble  man  was  not  hedefuU,  be  felt  the 
dammagc  for  pcnaunce  of  his  inconsideration.  Howbeit  as  thinges, 
both  good  and  ill  amonges  men,  bee  not  still  durable  and  perpe^ 
tuall,  certaine  daies  after,  he  began  to  solace  hymselfe  with  his 
wife,  and  rode  an  huntinge  abroade,  visited  his  neighbours,  and  at 
home  made  great  fenstes  and  banquettes,  whereunto  his  kindred 
and  frends  were  inuited,  to  congratulate  this  newc  alliaunce,  inde- 
uouring  thereby  to  satisfye  the  fault  commitied,and  the  better  to  gra- 
lifie  and  pleasure  his  wj'fe,  to  make  her  know  how  much  more  hee 
esteemed  and  regarded  her  then  before:  hee  caused  the  successe 
of  this  presente  historic,  to  be  ingraucn  with  great  industrie,  and 
raarueilous  cunning  in  marble,  which  he  placed  ouer  the  gate  of 
the  first  cntric  into  his  castell,  aswell  to  immortalizate  the  great 
chasiiiie  of  his  fayre  and  vertuous  wife,  as  to  set  forth  a  mirrour 
and  example  to  euer^'e  housholdc  scniaunt,  and  to  alt  other  what- 
soeuer  they  bee,  to  beware  how  they  attempt  any  tbing  against 
the  honour  of  ladies.  For  many  times  it  chaunccth,  that  he  which 
diggctb  a  ditch,  and  setteth  vp  a  gallowes,  is  the  first  that  doth 
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fall,  or  is  stretched  thereuppon.    As  you  maye  see  by  this  present 
discourse,  which  setleth  before  your  eyes  what  eude  the  fonde 
loue  of  them  ordinarily  haue,  which  without  reason,  not  measure- 
ing  their  owne  ability,  doe  suffer  th^mselues  to  be  guided  and 
led  into  their  sensuall  lustes  and  appetites :  for  ill  suc- 
cesse  faileth  not  in  a  beginning,  the  ground  where- 
of abhorring  reason,  is  planted  and  layed  vppoa 
the  sandie  foundacion  of  pleasure,  which 
is  shaken  and  ouerthrowen,  by  the 
least  winde  and  tempest  thatfoiv 
tune  can  bluster  against 
such  building. 
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THE  FORTY- SECOND  NOUELL. 

Didaco  a  Spaniarde,  is  in  lout  with  a  poore  maukn  of  FaUncia,  and 
tecretly  marieth  her,  afterrcardes  lotkinge  his  first  manage,  because 
she  tpas  of  base  parentage,  he  marieth  an  other  of  noble  birth.  His 
first  wijfef  bif  secrete  messenger  prai/elh  his  company,  whose  request 
Ae  accomplisheth,  Beinge  a  bedde,  thee  and  her  maidekillelh  him. 
She  throveth  him  into  the  strtate:  shee  in  desperate  wise  confesseth 
the  facte  before  the  maiestrates,  and  is  put  to  death. 

There  is  no  man  but  doth  knowe,  that  Valencia  is  at  this  day, 
the  chiefe  and  onelye  rampar  of  Spaine,  the  true  seate  of  faith, 
iustice  £uid  humanity.  And  amonges  a\\  the  rare  and  excellent 
ornamented,  that  citie  is  wel  furnished  with  so  trimme  ladies  and 
curteous  gentlewomen,  as  they  know  how  to  baite  and  feede  yong 
men  with  fooUsh  daiiaunce,  and  idle  passetime.  So  that  if  there 
be  any  beetlehead  or  grosse  person,  tlie  hotter  to  allure  and  pro- 
uoke  him  to  tliosc  follies,  they  tell  him  by  a  common  prouerbe : 
That  he  must  go  to  Valencia.  In  tliis  citie  there  was  in  old  time 
as  it  is  at  this  day,  a  verye  aunciente  stocke  and  familie  called 
VentJmiglia,  oute  of  which  be  descended  a  great  nomber  of  riche 
and  honourable  knightes.  Amonges  whom,  not  long  time  paste, 
there  was  one  named  Didaco,  verye  famous  and  renowmed  to  be 
the  most  liberall  and  familiar  gentleman  of  the  city,  who  (for  want 
of  better  businesse)  walked  vppe  and  downe  the  citie,  and  so  con- 
sumed his  youth  in  triiimphes,  maskes,  and  other  expcnces,  com- 
mon and  apte  for  suche  pilgrimes,  addressiug  his  loue  indifferently 
to  al  women,  without  greater  affection  to  one,  then  to  an  other, 
and  continued  that  order,  till  vppon  an  holy  daye,  he  cspyed  a 
yonge  maydc  of  final  yeares,  but  of  very  exquisite  beauty  :  which 
maiden  sodainlye  castinge  her  eye  vppon  him,  so  pearced  the 
knighte  Didaco  with  her  looke,  that  from  that  time  forth  shee  en- 
tred  more  neare  his  hart  than  any  other.  And  after  he  had  well 
marked  her  dwelling  place,  he  many  times  passed  and  repassed 
before  the  doore,  to  espie  if  he  might  get  some  loke  or  other  fa- 
uour  of  her,   that  began  already  to  goaeme   the  bridle  of  his 
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ihoughtes,  and  if  it  chaunced  that  the  gentJeman  beheld  her,  she 
shewed  herselfc  curteous  and  anilable,  indued  witli  grace  so   good 
as  he  neuer  departed  ill  contented  out  of  the  streate.     Tlic  gentle- 
man continuing  certaine  lime  in  those  vanitiesj  was  desirous  to 
know  a  far  of  what  she  was,  of  what  hneage  and  of  what  vocation. 
And  after  he  had  curiously  searched  out  all  her  original,  he  vnder- 
atoode  by  diuers  reporte,  that  she  was  a  goldsinithes  doughter, 
whose  fatlier  was  dead  certaine  yeares  before,  hauinge  no  more 
but  her  mother  aline,  and  two  brethren,  both  of  their  father's  science. 
Notwithstanding,  of  life  she  was  chaste  and  honest,  defamed  with 
none,  although  shee  was  pursued  of  many.     Her  outward  bcautie 
did  not  so  much  set  her  forth,  as  her  grace  and  order  of  talke,  who 
although  brought  vp  in  a  citizen's  house,  yet  no  lady  or  gentlewo- 
man in  the  ciiie,  was  comparable  to  her  in  vcrtue  and  behauiour. 
For  from  her  tender  yeares,  ahe  was  not  ouely  giuen  to  her  nedle 
(a  meete  exercise  for  mayds  of  her  degre,)  but  also  was  trayned  vp 
to  write  and  reade,  wherein  she  toke  so  greate  pleasure,  as  ordi- 
nariUe  shee  caried  a  booke  in  her  hande,  which  she  neuer  gauc 
ouer,  till  she  had  gathered  som  fruit  thereof.     This  knight  hauing 
receyued  that  first  imprecision,  of  the  valor  and  vertue  of  Violcnta 
(for  that  was  her  name)  was  further  in  lone  then  before :  and  that 
which  added  more  oile  to  the  matche,  was  the  continuall  lookes, 
wbcrwith  she  knew   howe  to  delighte  him :  and  wyth  them  shee 
was  so  liberall,  that  so  oft  as  he  passed  through  the  streate  she  shot 
them  forth  so  cruelly,  as  his  poore  hart  (feeling  it  selfe  so  tormented) 
could  not  indure  that  new  onset.     By  reason  whereof,  thincking 
to  quench  tlie  6re,  that  by  litle  and  litle  consumed  him,  he  at- 
tempted her  chastity,  with  giftes,  letters,  and  messengers,  which  he 
continued  the  space  of  haJfc  a  yearc  or  more.     VVhereunto  Vio- 
lenta  geuing  no  place,  in  the  ende  bee  was  constrayned  to  assayle 
her  with  bis  owne  presence  :  and  one  daye  finding  her  alone  ai 
the  doore,  afW  he  had  made  a  \eiye  humble  reuerencc  vnto  her, 
he  saydc :   "  Maistresse  Violenta,  considering  your  order  and  the 
coldc  regard  that  you  haue  to  my  letters  and  messages,  1  do  re- 
member the  subiiltye  tliai  is  attributed  to  tiie  serpente,  who  with 
bis  taile  stoppeth  his  eares,  because  he  will  not  hearc  the  words, 
whid)  bath  power  to  constraine  him   to  do  against  his  wil,  which 
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hath  made  me  to  leaue  lo  write  vnto  3'oti,  and  U>  desire  specially 
to  speake  vntu  you,  that  mine  affectuous  acceates,  my  sorowful 
words  and  i'erucnt  sighes  mighte  certifieyou  belter  then  paper,  the 
real  of  my  passiuu,  belcuing  verely,  that  il'the  heauy  sound  of  my 
greuous  complaints,  may  come  lo  your  delicate  eares,  ihey  will 
make  you  to  vndcrstand  apart  of  thai  good  amleuill,  which  I  feele 
continually  in  my  harte,  although  the  loue  which  I  beare  you,  be 
such  as  I  cannot  giue  such  liuely  experience  outwardly,  being  but 
htle  iu  comparison  of  tliem,  which  may  be  seene  within."  And 
pronouncing  those  words,  there  followed  so  many  teares,  sobbes 
and  sighes,  us  the}'  gaue  sufficient  testimony,  that  his  tongue  was 
the  true  and  faithfull  messenger  of  his  hart.  Wherof  Viotenta 
some  what  ashamed,  with  a  constante  grace  said  vnto  him :  **  Senior 
Didaco,  if  you  do  yet  remember  yuur  life  past,  and  mine  honesty 
(which  pcraduenture  you  hauc  thought  either  rude  or  cniell)  I 
doubt  not,  that  you  haue  any  cause  to  maruaile  of  my  presumption 
and  to  attribute  that  to  vice,  which  is  famihar  witli  vertue.  For 
althoughe  that  you  haue  sollicited  mee  to  loue  you,  by  an  infiDtte 
nomher  of  letters  and  messages,  yet  it  is  so,  that  following  the  na- 
ture of  maydcs  of  my  degree,  1  haue  neither  allowed  them,  nor 
yet  condempned  them,  aa  wherunio  accordingly  I  haue  made  do 
aunswere:  not  for  despite  or  contempt,  but  to  let  you  know  more 
certainly,  that  by  fauouring  your  enterprises,  I  should  mcrease  your 
griefe,  which  can  receiue  none  ende  by  the  wayeyou  pretende.  For 
altliough  that  I  haue  made  the  Hrste  proofe  vpon  my  selfe,  and 
therefore  of  reason  1  ought  to  lamente  them,  whiche  be  in  sembla- 
ble  paine»  yet  1  will  not  let  slippe  the  bridle  in  suche  wise  to  my 
passion,  tliat  mine  honestie  shall  remaine  in  an  other  man's  power, 
and  (so  it  may  be)  at  the  mercie  and  curtesie  of  them,  who  not 
knowing  howe  dcrc  it  is  tome,  shall  thinkc  they  haue  made  a  prctie 
conquest.  And  that  I  maye  haue  no  cause  to  repent  to  late,  1  haue 
stopped  mine  eares  for  feare,  that  I  be  not  arested  and  stayed 
with  the  violence  of  your  charmes,  a  thing  as  you  say  proper  to 
scrpentes.  But  I  haue  foriefied  my  harte,  and  so  armed  my  inwarde 
mindc,  as  if  God  continue  that  grace  in  me,  which  hitlierto  he 
hath  done,  I  hope  not  to  be  surprised.  Although  that  1  must 
needes  confesse  (to  my  sliame)  that  1  haue  receiucd  marueilous 
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assaultes  of  loue,  not  onely  for  the  common  renowme  of  your  ver- 
tues,  and  ibxough  the  ciirtesie  and  gentleaesse  clayly  imparted  to 
me  by  your  letters,  but  specially  by  your  presence,  whicbe  halb 
yelded  vnto  me  experience  and  aasurannce  of  that,  whicbe  all  the 
letters  of  the  world  could  not  do,  nor  all  other  messages  were  not 
able  to  conceiue.  And  to  the  cnde  that  t  may  not  be  vtterly  in- 
grate,  and  that  you  doe  not  departe  from  me,  altogether  miscon- 
tent,  i  doe  promise  you  nowe  that  from  henceforth,  you  shall  in- 
ioye  the  first  place  of  my  harte,  whereunto  an  other  shall  neuer 
enter:  if  so  be  you  can  be  content  with  honest  amitie,  wherein 
you  shall  finde  me  in  time  to  come  so  liberall,  in  all  that  whicbe 
lionestie  shall  permitte,  that  1  am  contente  to  forgoe  the  name  of 
a  presumptuous  or  cnicU  damosell  for  your  sake.  But  if  you 
meane  to  abuse  me,  or  hope  for  anye  thing  of  rae,  contrarie  to  mine 
honour,  you  be  meruailously  deceiucd.  VVlierfore  if  you  ihinke 
your  worthinesse  to  great  to  cary  away  a  recompence  so  small,  you 
shall  doe  very  wel  both  for  me  and  yourselfe,  in  forgetting  that  is 
past,  to  cut  of  all  hope  hl  time  to  come."  And  she  tliinking  to 
prolonge  a  further  discourse,  the  mother  of  Violenta  which  stil 
stodc  at  the  wyndowe  al  the  time  that  Senior  Didaco  was  with 
her  doughter,  came  downe  to  the  doore,  interrupting  their  talke, 
saide  to  Didaco:  "  Sir,  I  suppose  you  take  great  pleasure  in  the 
follie  of  my  doughter,  because  3*ou  tarie  and  abide  here,  rather  to 
contriue  your  tyme,  then  for  any  other  contentacion  you  can  re- 
ceiue.  For  she  is  so  cuill  taught,  and  of  suche  rude  bchauiour,  that 
her  demeanour  will  rather  trouble  you,  then  geue  you  cause  of 
delight."  "  Maistresse," said  Didaco, "although  in  tlie  beginning  I 
purposcd-not  to  tary  so  long,  yet  when  I  entrcd  in  more  familiar  ac- 
quaintauncc  and  had  well  experienced  her  good  graces,  I  confesse 
that  1  haue  staied  here  longej  then  I  thought.  And  were  bee 
neuer  so  great  a  lorde,  that  liueth  at  this  dale,  1  dare  auouche  that 
be  might  thinke  his  tyme  well  spente,  in  hearing  suche  sober  and 
honest  talke,  wherewith  i  thinke  my  sclfe  so  well  satisfied  and  in- 
structed, as  all  the  daies  of  my  life  1  wyll  wttnesse,  that  vcrtue, 
curtesie,  and  sober  behauiour  is  to  bee  founde,  as  well  in  meane 
degrees  and  houses,  as  in  them  that  be  right  noble,  amonges 
which  meane  families,  although  she  be  one  (it  may e  so  be)  that 
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one  more  illustre  and  noble,  can  not  bee  more  excellente,  aatl  ac- 
complished with  better  manners,  then  shee  :  whicbe  is  nowe  well 
manifested  to  roee  in  this  litle  discourse."  And  after  certaine 
other  common  talke^  Didaco  tooke  his  leaue,  and  wente  home  to 
his  house,  where  hee  lyued  fourtene  or  fiftene  monethes  without 
any  reste,  assaying  by  all  meancs  to  mortifie  his  desires,  but  it 
auayled  not :  For  although  he  was  ryche,  a  trymme  couniar,  and  aa 
eloquent  gentleman,  and  had  oportuuitie  to  speake  vnto  her  many 
times,  and  she  gentle  enough  to  heare  him,  and  to  vnderstande  his 
errantes,  and  was  assured  by  frendes  that  she  for  her  part  was  also 
io  loue,  yet  he  was  not  able  by  humane  arte  and  pollicie,  to  con- 
uerte  her  to  his  mynde.  WherewitJiall  hee  was  long  tyme  mo- 
lested, and  at  lengthe  pressed  with  grief  and  annoyance,  hee  was 
aduised  to  sende  sixe  hundred  ducates  to  the  mother,  for  a  reliefe 
to  the  mariage  of  her  doughtrr,  promising  besides,  that  he  would 
assigne  her  an  honest  dowrie,  when  she  found  a  man  worthy  to  be 
her  busbande  :  vppon  condicion  that  she  would  yelde  to  him  some 
comforte,  to  ease  his  affection.  But  shee  whiche  could  not  be 
wonne  with  loue,  was  not  able  to  bee  recouered  with  money :  and 
was  offended  that  Senior  Didaco  had  forgotten  him  selfe  so  farre 
as  to  tbinke  to  gaine  Uiat  for  money,  whiche  with  so  great  paine, 
teares  and  sighes,  had  bene  denied  him.  And  to  make  him  vnder- 
stande howe  she  was  offended,  shee  sent  woordeby  him  thatbrought 
her  the  money,  tliat  he  should  goe  and  proue  hereafter  to  deceiue 
them  that  measured  their  honour  with  the  price  of  profile,  and  not 
to  sette  trnppes  to  deceiue  other  that  would  buye  nothing  hurtfull 
to  vertue.  And  after  Didaco  was  aduertised  of  her  minde,  and 
perceiued  that  he  lost  time  in  all  his  enterprises,  and  was  able  no 
longer  to  susteine  his  extreme  paine  and  sorowe,  whiche  daily 
augmented,  and  when  hee  had  debated  in  his  minde  all  the  suc- 
cesse  of  his  loue,  heresolued  in  theeud  vpon  that  which  he  thought 
moste  profitable  for  his  quiet,  whiche  was  to  marye  her.  And  al- 
though she  was  of  no  suche  house,  and  yet  lesse  indowed  with 
substaunce,  as  he  deserued,  yet  her  beautie  and  vertue,  and 
other  giftes  of  grace,  wherewith  she  was  inriched,  made  her  wor- 
thieof  a  great  lorde.  And  resolued  vpon  this,  hee  repaired  Io  Vi- 
olenta,  to  whom  he  said  :   **  Maistresse  Violenta,  if  the  true  touch- 
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itone  to  knowe  them  that  be  perfecte  louers  (amongcs  other)  is 
mariage,  certainly  you  haue  gotten  a  husbandc  of  me,  if  it  please 
you  to  accepte  me  for  suche  one>  whome  in  lime  you  shall  make  to 
vnderstande  the  difference  betweene  goodcs  and  verlue,  and  be- 
tweene  honestie  and  richesse."  V'iolenta  then  rauiahed  with  ioye, 
and  incredible  contentation,  somewhat  abashed,  sayd  vnto  him : 
"  Senior  Didaco,  I  knowe  not  whether  you  pretende  by  woordes 
to  proue  my  constancies  or  eh  to  bring  me  into  tboles  paradise  : 
but  of  one  thing  I  can  assure  you,  that  although  I  acknowledge  my 
selfe  inferiour  to  you  in  merites,  goodes  and  vertue,  yet  if  that 
come  to  passe  which  yon  promise,  I  will  not  gene  place  to  you  in 
loue,  trusting  if  God  sende  vs  life  together,  you  shall  well  vnder- 
stande  one  daye  that  you  would  not  exchaunge  my  persone  for  a 
greater  tadie,  what  so  euer  she  be."  For  contirmation  whereof, 
Didaco  plucked  from  his  finger  an  emeralde  of  great  value,  which 
(when  he  had  kissed  her)  he  gaue  vnto  her  in  the  wayc  of  mariage, 
praying  her  that  she  would  not  disclose  it  foraceriaine  time,  vntiU 
he  him  selfe  had  made  all  his  frendes  priuie  vnto  it.  Notwith- 
standing, lie  willed  her  to  imparle  the  same  to  her  twoo  brethren, 
and  to  her  mother,  and  he  would  get  some  priest  of  the  countrie 
to  solempnize  the  manage  within  their  house  :  which  was  doen  in 
a  chamber,  about  fowerof  the  clocke  in  the  morning,  being  onely 
present  the  mother,  the  brethren,  the  pricstc,  and  a  seruaunt  of 
the  house,  brought  vp  there  from  her  youthe,  and  his  own  man, 
without  making  any  other  preparation  of  coste,  requisite  for  suche 
a  matter.  In  this  sorte  they  spent  the  day  in  great  ioye  and 
mirthe  (which  they  can  conceiuc,  that  be  of  base  birth,  and  exalted 
to  some  highe  degree  of  honour)  till  night  was  come,  and  then  euery 
man  wiihdrewe  them  selues,  leaning  the  bride  and  her  husbande  to 
the  mcrcie  of  loue,  and  order  of  tlie  night.  Who  being  alone  re- 
ceiue<l  equal  ioye,  and  likeconteniation,  %vhich  they  fele  that  being 
pressed  with  ardent  and  greuous  thirste,  doe  in  tlie  cnde  afterwardes 
with  liuely  ioye,  and  all  kinde  of  lihertie,  quenche  that  cruell  discom- 
moditie.  And  continued  in  those  pleasures  till  morning,  thatdaye  be- 
gan to  appeurc,  to  whome  Violcnta  saide:  "  My  honourable  lorde 
and  derc  husbande,  sithe  that  you  be  nowe  m  possession  of  that 
which  you  haue  so  greatly  desired,  I  humbly  beseche  you,  to  con- 
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gider  for  the  time  to  come,  howe  and  what  wyse  your  pleasure  is 
that  1  shall  vse  my  scUc.  For  if  God  grauut  me  the  grace  to  be 
■o  discrete  in  pleasiag  you,  as  I  shalbe  readie  and  desirous  to  obey 
you,  in  all  tliat  you  shall  commaunde  moe,  there  was  neucr  gen- 
tleman's seruauDi,  that  did  more  willingly  please  his  maiater,  then 
I  hope  to  doe  you."  Wbereunto  Didaco  aunswered :  "  My 
svreete  and  welbeloued  wife,  let  vs  leaue  tliis  humblenesse  and 
seruice  for  this  time,  to  ihcm  whiche  delight  in  them:  for  I  pro- 
mise 3'ou  of  my  faith,  that  1  haue  you  in  no  lesse  reuerence  and 
estimation,  then  if  you  had  come  of  the  greatest  house  in  Catha- 
longne:  as  I  will  make  you  vnderstande  sume  other  time,  at  more 
leasure.  But  till  I  haue  giucn  order  to  cercaine  of  mine  affaires, 
I  praye  you  to  kepe  our  mariage  secrete,  and  bee  not  offended  if 
many  times  I  do  resorte  home  to  mine  own  house,  although  ther 
shall  no  daye  passe  (by  my  wil)  but  at  night  I  will  kepe  you  com- 
panie.  In  the  meane  time  to  buyc  you  necessaries,  I  will  sende 
you  a  thousande,  or  twelue  hundred  ducates,  to  imploye  not  vpon 
appareU,or  other  tliinges  requisite  to  your  degree  (for  I  will  pro* 
uide  iii€  same  my  selfe  at  an  other  time)  but  vpon  small  trifles, 
such  as  be  apt  and  conuenient  for  bousholde."  And  so  departed 
Senior  Didaco  from  his  wiue*s  house:  who  did  so  louingly  inter- 
teigne  him  as  by  the  space  of  a  yeare,  there  was  no  daye  wherein 
he  was  content  without  the  view  and  sight  of  his  wife.  And 
vpon  his  ofie  resorte  to  their  house,  the  neighbours  began  to  sus- 
pect that  be  kept  the  mayden,and  rebuked  her  mother  and  brethren, 
but  specially  Violenia,  for  suffering  Didaco  to  vse  their  house  ia 
Buche  secrete  wise:  and  abouc  al  they  lamented  the  ill  happe  of 
Violenta,  who  being  so  wel  brouglit  vp  till  she  was  twentic  yeares 
of  age,  and  a  maiden  of  such  beauiie,  tliat  there  was  none  in  all 
the  citie  of  Valencia  but  greatly  did  cstemc  her  to  be  of  singuler 
honestie  and  reputation.  Notwithstanding,  degenerating  from 
her  accustomed  vertue,  they  Judged  her  to  be  light  of  behauiour, 
giuen  to  lasciuious  loue:  and  albeit  that  verie  many  times,  such 
chcckes  and  tauntes  were  objected,  yet  she  made  smal  accompte  of 
them,  knowing  that  her  conscience  by  anye  mcanes  was  not 
cliarged  with  such  reproch:  hoping  therwithall  that  one  daye 
she  would  make  ihem  to  gioe  ouer  that  false  opinion  when  her 
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^e  should  be  publi»he<l  and  knowen.     But  certaine  times 
5  her  selfe  touched,  and  herhoneaiie  appaired,  could  not  con- 
but  when  she  sawe  time   widi  her  husband^  ihe  prayed  him 
earneatlie  to  hauc  her  home  to  his  own  house,  to  auoyde 
ler  and  defamacion  of  neighbours.     But  sir  Didacoknewe  so 
lowe  to  vsc  his  wife  by  delates  and  promises,  as  she  agreed 
Him  in  all  thinges,  and  had  rather  displease  the  whole  world 
ler  then  o6endc  him  alone.     Bein^  now  so  attached  with 
lie  of  the  knight  as  she  cared  fur  nothing  els,  but  to  please 
Witent  him  in  al  things  wherunto  she  sawc  him  disposed^ 
Ice  as  in  the  beginning  she  was  harde  and  very   slacke  in 
K>we  she  became  so  feruent  and  enmrst  in  ht-r  aflfcctions  as 
iceiued  no  pleasure  but  in  the  sight  of  Didaco^  or  in  that 
; might  content  and   please  him  best.     Which   the  knight 
lely  perceiuc,  and  scing  him  selfe  in  full  possession  of  her 
began  by  litle  and  liilc  to  waxe  cold,  and  to  be  grieaed  at 
fhich  before  he  corapted  dcarc  and  precious,  perswading 
If  that  he  should  do  wrong  to  his  reputation,  if  tliat  mariagc 
thy  of  his  estate,  were  disconered  and  knowen  in  the  citie: 
I  prouidc  for  the  same,  he  more  seldomc  tjnncs  repaired  lo 
bis  wife  Violenta:  yea  and  when  soeuer  he  resorted  to  her, 
I  more  to  satisfie  his  carnall  pleasure,  then  for  any  loue  he 
er.     And  thus  forgetting  both  God  and  his  owne  conscience, 
^uented   other  companies  in  diucrsc  places,  to  wtnne  the 
rill  of  some  other  gentlewoman.     In  the  endc  by  sundrie 
dissimulations,  and  hipocrisies,  he  sobehaued  him  self,  as  he 
red  the  goo<l  wil  of  the  doughtor  of  Senior  Ramyrio  Vig- 
ta^one  of  thechicfest  knightes,  and  of  moste  auncient  house 
mtia.     And  (as  we  hauc  declared   before)  because  he  was 
and  wealUiie,  and   issued  of  a  noble  race,  her  parentcs  did 
agree  to  the  mariagc:  and  t)ie  father  hauing  assigned  an 
able  dowrie  to  his  doughter,  the  niipcials  were  celebrated 
dy  with  great  pom pc  and  solemnitie,  to  the  singuler  con- 
>n  of  all  men.    The  mariage  done  and  ended,  Sir  Didaco 
I  newc  wife  continued   al  tlie  house  of  his  father  in  bwe, 
be  liue<i  a  certaine   time  in  suche  pleasure  and  delectation 
f    do   that  be  newly   maried.    Wberof  the    mother  and 
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brethren  of  Violcnta  being  aduertised,  conceiucd  like  sorowe,  at 
eccustomably  they  doe,  that  &ee  tUe  honor  of  them  tliat  be  issued 
of  their  owne  bloud  vniustly  and  without  cause  to  be  di spoiled. 
And  these  poore  miserable  creatures^  not  knowing  to  whom  to 
make  their  complainte,  liued  in  straunge  perplexitie,  bicause  they 
knew  not  the  priest  which  did  solempnise  their  mariage.  On  the 
other  side  they  had  no  sufficient  proofe  of  the  same.  And  albeit 
they  were  able  to  verifie  in  some  puinctes  tlic  first  mariage  of 
DidacOf  yet  they  durst  not  prosecute  the  lawe  against  two  of  the 
greatest  lordes  of  their  citie :  and  knowing  the  stoute  hart  of  Vio- 
lenta,  they  thought  to  conceale  the  same  from  her  for  a  lime,  but 
it  was  in  vaine :  for  not  long  after  shee  was  certified  thert-of,  not 
onely  by  the  next  neighbours,  hut  by  die  common  brute  of  the 
citie,  which  reported  that  in  tenne  yeres  space,  there  was  not  seen 
in  Valencia,  a  mariage  more  honourable  or  royall,  nor  frequented 
with  a  nobler  companie  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  then  the  same 
was  of  the  yong  knight  Didaco,  with  the  doughter  of  Senior 
Ramyrio.  Wherewithal!  Violenia  vexed  beyonde  measure  press- 
ed with  yre  and  furic,  wiihdrewc  her  selfe  into  her  clwunber  alone, 
and  there  began  to  scratchc  and  teare  her  fiice  and  heare,  like  one 
that  wus  madde  and  out  of  her  wittes,  saying:  "  Alas,  alas,  what 
payne  and  trouble,  what  vnmeasurable  lonnentes  sufirotb  nowe 
my  poore  afflicted  mynde,  without  comfort  or  consolation  of  any 
creature  liuing  r  what  dure  and  cruell  penaunce  doe  I  susteine, 
for  none  offence  at  all  ?  Ah !  fortune,  fortune,  the  enemy  of  my 
felicitie  and  blisse,  thou  haste  so  depriued  me  of  all  remedie,  as  I 
dare  not  bo  muche  as  to  make  any  man  know  or  vnderstand  my 
mishap  that  the  same  might  be  rcuenged,  which  being  doen  would 
render  such  content  to  my  mind,  that  1  should  deparlc  out  of 
this  worlde  the  beste  satisfied  mayden  that  euer  died.  Alas,  that 
the  goddcs  did  not  graunte  me  the  bencfite,  that  I  might  haue 
come  of  noble  kinde,  to  die  intent  I  might  haue  caused  that  tray- 
terous  niffien,  to  feele  the  grieuous  painc  and  bitter  lormentes, 
which  my  poore  harte  susteineth.  All  wretched  caitife  that  1  am, 
abandoned  and  forlorne  of  all  good  fortune  :  nowe  I  doe  see  that 
with  the  eics  of  my  minde,  which  with  those  of  my  body  daseled 
and  deceiued,  1  could  not  see  or  perceiue.    Ah  cruel!  enemy  of  all 
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pitie,  doest  thou  not  knowe  and   feele  in  thy  mindc^  the  heauie 
and  sorowfuU  sounde  oF  my  bitter  plaintes?     Viulcrstandest  not 
ihou  my  voyce  thatcrieth  vengeauace  vpon  thee  tor  thy  mi&dede? 
Can  not  thy  crueltie  in  nothing  be  diminished  seing  me  dismem- 
bred  with  the  lerrour  of  a   thousand   furious  martirdomes?    Ah 
ingrate  wretche,  is  this  nowc  the  rcwarde  of  my  louc,  of  my  faith- 
full  seruice,  and  mine  obedience  f"     And  as  she  thus  bitterly  tor- 
mented her  selfe,  her  mother  and  brethren,  and  her  maide,  whiche 
was  brought  vp  with  her  from   her  tender  ycres,  went  vp  to  the 
chamber  to  Violenta,  where  they  found  her  then  so  deformed  with 
rage  and  furie,  that  almoste  she  was  out  of  their  knowledge.     And 
when  iliey  went  about  to  reduce  her  by  al  meaiics  possible  from 
those  furious  panget«^  and  saw  that  it  nothing  auailed,  they  lefte 
her  in  the  keeping  of  the  olde  maiden,  whom  she  loued  aboue  any 
other.     And  after  the  maiden   had  vitered  vnto  her  particularly 
Jtaany  reasons,  for  the  appeasing  of  her  griefe,  she  told  her  that 
if  she  would  he  quiet  a  litle  while,  she  would  go  and  speake  to  the 
knight  Uidaco,  and  make  him  to  vmleratand  his  fault.     And  would 
with  discrete  otderso  deale  with  him,  that  he  should  come  home 
to  her  house,  and   therefore  shee  prayed   lier   to  arrae  hcrselfe 
against  this  wickedues,  and  to  dissemble  the  matter  i'oi  a  time, 
that  hereafter  she  might  vse  vpon  him  iust  reueage.     "  No,  no 
lanique*'  answered  Violenta,"  that  offence  is  very  small  and  hghte, 
where  counsaile  is  receiued  :  and  albeit  that  I   cannot  chose,  but 
confesse  thine  aduise  to  be  very  meete,  yet  there  wanteth  iti  me 
a  minde  to  followe  it:  that  if   I  did  feele  any  part  in  me  dispos- 
ed to  obeyc  the   same,   I   would  euen  before  thy  face,    separate 
that  minde  from  my  wretched  bodie :  for  I  am  so  resolued  iu  the 
mallicc  and  hatred  of  Didaco,  as  he  cannot  satisBe  me  witliout 
life  alone.     And  I  beleue  the  gods  did  cause  me  to  be  borne  with 
mine   owne  hands  to  execute  vengeaunce  of  their  wrath  and  the 
losse     of    mine    lionour.      V\'herefore,    lanique,    if    from     my 
youth  tliou  diddest  cuer  loue  me,  shew  now   the  same  to  me  by 
effect,  in  a  matter  whereunto  thy  helpe  is  moste  necessary :  for 
I  am  so  outraged  in  my  mischiofe,  as  I  do  enuie  the  miserablest 
creatures  of  the  world,  remayning  no  more   in  me  to  continue 
life  in  waihng  and  continual]  sighes,  but  the  title  of  a  vile  and 
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ftbbominabic  tvhore.  Thou  art  a  straunger  and  liuest  here  a 
beaaily  life,  ioyiied  with  continuall  labour:  I  haue  twelue  hundred 
crownes  with  certaine  iewelles,  which  that  false  traitour  gaue  me, 
which  be  predestinated  by  tlic  heauens  for  none  other  purpose 
but  to  paie  them  their  hire,  which  shall  do  the  veageaunce  vpon 
his  disloyall  persono.  I  doe  put  the  same  money  nowe  into  ihy 
bands,  if  thou  wilte  helpe  mce  to  make  sacritice  with  the  bodye 
of  poore  Didaco :  but  if  thou  doesi  denie  me  thy  helpe  I  will 
excentc  the  same  alone:  and  in  case  hedo  not  die,  as  I  do  intende, 
he  shalbc  murdred  as  I  may,  for  the  6rgt  time  that  I  shal  see 
him  with  mine  eyes,  come  of  it  whatwill,  his  life  shalbe  dispatched 
witii  these  two  trembling  hands  which  thousecst."  laniqueseing 
her  maistrcsse  in  these  tcrmes,  and  knowinge  her  stoute  Dature, 
indued  with  a  uianly  and  inuincible  stoniacke,  after  shee  had 
debated  manye  ttiinges  in  her  minde,  she  determined  wholie  to 
imploye  herselfe  for  her  maistres  in  that  shoe  was  able  to  doe. 
Moued  partly  with  pitie  to  see  her  maisues  dishonored  with  a 
defamc<l  mariage,  and  partly  prouoked  with  couetousnes  to  gaioe 
so  great  a  summe  of  money,  which  her  maistres  did  offer  if  she 
would  condiscendeto  her  enterprise  (thinking  after  the  facte  con>- 
mitted,  to  flee  into  some  otlier  couiUrie.)  And  when  shee  was 
throughlye  resolued  vppon  the  same,  shee  imbraced  Violenta,  and 
said  vnto  her:  "  Maistres,  if  you  will  be  ruled  by  mee,  and  giue 
oucr  the  vehenieiicie  of  your  wratiie  and  displeasure,  1  huue  found 
a  way  for  you  to  be  reuenged  vppon  Didaco,  who  hath  so  wickedly 
deceyued  vou :  and  albeit  the  same  cannot  be  doen  secretly,  hut 
in  the  end  it  must  be  kuowen,  yet  I  double  not  but  the  cause  dc^ 
clared  before  the  iudges,  and  they  vnderstandinge  the  wronge  hee 
hath  doen  you,  they  wil  haue  compassion  vpon  your  miserie: 
who  know  right  well  that  alwayes  you  haue  been  knowen  and 
esteem(*d  for  a  very  honest  and  vertuous  maiden  :  and  to  the  ende 
that  vou  be  informed  how  this  matter  may  be  broughte  to  passe, 
(irst  you  must  leamc  to  dissemble  your  griefe  openlye,  and  to 
fiiinc  your  sclfe  in  anye  wise  not  to  bee  offended  with  the  new 
maringe  of  the  knii;ht.  Then  you  shall  wTiie  vnto  him  a  letter 
with  vour  uwne  haiidc,  letting  him  therby  to  vndersiande  the  paine 
that  you  suffer  for  the  greate  loue  you  beare  him,  and  ye  shal 
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hnmblie  bes«;ch  him,  some  times  to  come  and  visite  yon.  And 
sithe  that  frowarde  fortune  will  not  suflfrc  you  to  be  his  wife,  yet 
that  it  would  please  him  to  vsc  you  as  his  lourr,  that  you  maye 
posscsse  the  second  place  of  his  louc,  sith  by  reason  of  hit  new 
wife  you  cannot  inioy  the  first.  Thus  the  deceiuour  shalbe  b&- 
giled  by  ihinkinge  to  hauc  you  at  his  commaundement  as  he  was 
wont  to  doe  :  and  being  come  hither  to  lie  with  you,  we  will  handle 
him  in  such  wise,  as  I  haue  inuented,  that  in  one  nighte  he  shal 
lose  his  life,  his  wife,  and  her  whom  hee  thinketh  to  hauc  for  his 
louer:  for  when  he  is  a  bedde  witli  yuu,  and  fallen  into  his  first 
slcepe,  we  will  sende  him  into  an  other  place  where  in  a  more 
Bonder  sleepc  hoc  shall  eucrlastinglie  continue/'  Violenta  all  this 
time  which  fed  her  bloudie  and  cruell  harte  with  none  other 
repaste  but  with  rage  and  disdaine,  began  to  bee  appeased,  and 
founde  the  connsaitc  of  lanique  so  good,  as  she  wholy  purposed 
to  follow  the  same.  And  to  begin  her  enterprise,  shee  prayde 
lanique  for  a  time  to  witlidrawe  her  selfe,  vntill  sliee  bad  written 
her  letter,  by  the  tenor  whereof  shee  should  vnderstande  with  what 
audacitie  shee  would  prosecute  the  reste:  and  being  alone  in  her 
chamber,  tukinge  peuneand  paper,  she  wrote  to  Didaco,  withfayned 
hart  as  followeth.  "  Senior  Didaco  I  am  perswaded,  that  if  you  wil 
vouchsafe  to  read  and  peruse  the  contentes  of  these  my  sorowful  let- 
ters, you  shalbe  uioued  with  some  compassion  and  pitie,  by  behold- 
inge  the  true  image  of  my  miserable  life,  pourtraj'ed  and  painted  in 
the  same,  which  through  your  disloyaltie  and  breach  of  promise 
is  consumed  and  spent  with  so  many  teares,  sighes,  tormcntes  and 
griefes,  that  diuers  Limes  I  maruaJle  howe  nature  can  so  long  sup- 
port and  dcfende  the  violente  assaultes  of  so  crut- 11  a  martyrdome, 
and  that  she  hath  notiVany  limes  torne  my  feeble  spirite  out  of 
this  cruell  and  mortall  prison :  which  maketh  me  to  thinke  and 
beleeue  by  continuinge  life,  that  death  himselfe  hath  conspired 
my  miscrie,  and  is  the  companion  of  my  affliction :  considering 
that  by  no  torment  she  is  able  to  make  diuision  betweene  my 
•oule  and  body.  Alas,  how  many  tenne  hundred  thousande  times 
in  a  day  haue  I  called  for  deatli,  and  yet  1  cannot  make  her  to  re- 
cline her  eares  vnto  my  cries.  Alas,  how  many  times  am  I  van- 
quished with  the  sharpc  lormenies  of  sorowe,  redie  to  take  my 
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leaue  and  last  farewell  of  you,  being  arriiied  to  the  extreme  panges 
of  death.  Beholdc  Didaco  mine  ordinary  delites,  behold  my  plea- 
sures, behold  all  my  pastime.  But  yet  ihis  is  but  litle  in  respect 
of  that  which  chaunceth  iu  the  night :  fur  if  it  happen  that  my 
poorc  eyes  do  fall  a  sleepe,  weary  with  incessaunt  drawing  forth 
of  well  springes  of  teares,  slombring  dreamcs  cease  not  then  to 
vej£e  and  afflict  my  minde,  wyth  the  cruellest  tormentes  iliat  are 
possible  to  be  deuised,  representing  vnto  me  by  their  vglie  and 
horrible  visions,  the  ioye  and  contentacion  of  her,  which  inioyeth 
my  place:  wherby  the  greatest  ioy  which  I  conceiue  is  not  in- 
ferior to  cniell  death.  Thus  my  life  maintayned  with  continua- 
cion  of  sorowes  and  griefes,  is  persecuted  in  most  miserable  wise: 
now  (as  yoLi  know)  I  dallye  passe  my  sorow,  vnder  palnefull 
silence,  thinkinge  that  your  olde  promisses,  confirmed  with  so 
many  othes,  and  the  assured  proofe  which  you  still  baue  liad  of 
my  faith  and  conslancie,  would  haue  broughte  you  to  some  order, 
but  now  seing  with  mine  eyes,  the  hard  metiall  of  your  harte, 
and  the  crueltie  of  my  fate,  which  wholie  hath  subdued  mee  tu 
your  obedience,  for  respect  of  mine  honour :  I  am  forced  to  com- 
plaine  of  him  that  beateth  me,  and  thereby  dispoileth  me,  both  of 
mine  lionour  and  life,  not  vouchsafing  onely  so  much  as  ones  to 
come  vnto  mee.  And  vncertaine  to  whom  1  may  make  recourse, 
or  where  to  finde  redressc,  [  appeale  vnto  you,  to  thcnde  that 
seing  in  what  letme  and  vglie  state  1  am,  your  cruelty  mayc  alto- 
gether be  satisfied,  which  beholdinge  a  sighte  so  pitifull,  wherein 
the  figure  of  my  lormente  is  liuelye  expressed,  it  may  be  moued  to 
some  compassion.  Come  hither  then  thou  crucll  manne,  come 
hither  I  saye,  to  visite  her  whom  with  some  signe  of  humanitie, 
thou  maiest  staye  or  at  least  wise  mollifiiiand  appease  the  ven- 
geaunce  which  shee  prepareth  for  thee :  and  if  euer  sparke  of 
pitie  did  warme  thy  frosen  hart,  arme  thy  sclfe  with  greater 
crueltie  then  euer  thou  was  wont  to  doe,  and  come  hither  to  make 
her  sobbe  her  laste  and  extreme  sighcs,  whom  thou  haste  wretched- 
ly dcceiued  :  for  in  doing  otherwise  thou  maiest  pomdueniure  to 
late  bcwaile  my  death  and  thy  beastlye  crueltie."  And  thinking 
to  make  a  conclusion  of  her  letter,  the  tcares  made  her  woords  to 
die  in  her  mouth,  and  woulde  not  suffer  her  to  write  any  more: 
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!slie  closed  and  senled  the  same,  and  then  calling  lanique 

^  she  said:   "  Holde^  gentle   lanique,  cane  these  letter! 

^,  and  it* thou  caoste  so  well  playe  thy  parte  as  I  haae  doen 

\  hope  wee  shall  haue  shortly  at  our  commaundemente  him 

ithe  occasion  of  tliis  my  painfull  life,  more  greuous  vnto  rae 

thousand  dcathcs  together."     lanique  hauing   the    letter, 

1^   with  diligence,  and   went  to  the  house  of  the  father  in 

pDidaco,  where  quietly  shee  watted  till  shee  mighte  speake 

ime  of  the  bouse,  which  was  witiiia  a  while  after:  for  one 

iseruauntes  of   Didaco  whom  she  knew  right  well,  wente 

ucertaine  his   maisters  bu^ines,   and   meeting  lanique   was 

L    Of  whom  shedemaunded  if  the  lord  Didaco  were  with- 

saide  that  she  would  faine  iipeakc  with  him:  but  if  it  were 

(  she  would  talkc  with  him  secretly.     Wherof  Didaco  ad- 

\f  came  forth  to   her  into   llie  streate,  to  whom  smilingly 

\  made   to   Iiim   a   fayned   reuerence)  she  said  :   "  Senior 

( I  can  neither  write  nor  reade,  but  I  dare  laic  my  life,  tlier  is 

ide  vDto  you  by  tliese  letters,  which  madamc  Viulenta  hath 

ia  you.     And  in  deede   to  say  the  truth,  there  is  great  in- 

len  vnto  her  of  your  part,  not  in  respcctc  of  your  new 

ii  (for  I  neuer  thought  that   Violenta  was  a  wife  mecte 

j,  considering   the  difference  of  your  estates)  but  because 

not  vouchsafe  to  come  vnto  her,  seeming  that  you  make 

t  accompte  of  her  and  spcciallye  for  that  you  prouide  no 

'  for  her  in  som  other  place.     And  assure  your  selfe  she 

re  in  loue  with  you,  that  she  is  redie  to  die  as  &!ie  goeth, 

urise  that  making  her  complaint  vnto  me  this  day  weeping, 

\  vnto  me:  '  Well,  for  so  much  then  as    1  cannot   haue 

«  my   husbande,  1  would  to  God    he   would  mainteigae 

U  frende,  and  certaine  times  in  the  weeke  to  come  to  see 

cially  in  the  night,  lest  he  should  be  espied  of  the  neigh- 

And  certainly  if  you  would  followe  her  minde  herein,  you 

rery  well :  for  the  case  standeth  thus,  you  may  make  your 

that  you  be  prouided  of  so  faire  a  wife,  and  with  so  beau- 

endc  as  any  gentleman  in  Valentia."     And  then  lanique 

I  him  the  letter,  which  he  receiued  and  redde,  and  Imuiug 

lidercd  tlie  tenor  of  the  same  he  waii  incontinently  sur- 
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prised  with  a  sodaine  pa.saion :  fur  hatred  and  pitie,  loue  and  dift- 

daine  (as  within  a  cloudc  be  conteined  hotte  and  colde,  with  many 

contrary  winds)  began  to  combatc  together,  and  to  vexe  his  hart 

with  contrary  minds,  then  pawsinge  vpon  answere,  he  said  vnto  her: 

•*  lanique,  my  dere  frcnde,  recouimende  mee  to  the  good  grace 

and  fauour  of  thy  maisiics,  and  say  vnto  her,  that  for  this  time  I 

will  make  her  no  answcje,  but  to  morow  at  fower  of  the  clocke  in 

the  morning  i  will  be  at  her  bouse,  <and  keepe  her  cumpanie  all 

the  daye  and  nighte,  and  then  1  will  tell  her  what  I  hauc  doen 

sithens  1  departed  last  from  her,  trusting  shcc  shall  haue  no  cause 

to  be  offended  with  me."     And  then  lanique  taking  her  leaue,  re- 

toumed  towarde  V'iolenta,  telling  her  what  sbee  had  doen.     To 

whom  Viotenta  answeared:   "  lanique,  if  thou  hast  made  a  good 

beginninge  to  our  plotted  enterprise,  I  likewise  for  my  part  haue 

not  slept.     For  I  haue  deuised  that  wee  must  prouide  for  a  stronge 

roape,  which  wee  will  fasten  to  the  beddes  side,  and  when  hee 

shalbc  a  slecpe,  I  will  ca^ic  tlie  other  ende  of  the  rope  to  thee, 

oucrthwart  the  bcdde,  that  thou  maiest  plucke  the  same  with  all 

thy  mighle,  and  before  thuu  beginnest  to  pull  I  will  with  a  knife 

cutte  his  tliroate,  wherefore  ihou  muste  prepare  two  great  kniuea, 

what  socucr  they  cost,  but  I  pray  thee  let  me  alone  with  doing  of 

tlie  facte,  that  1  may  dispatche  him  of  bis  life,  which  alone  did 

make  the  Brst  assault  to  the  breach  of  mine  honour."     lanique 

knew  so  well  bow  to  prouide  for  all  that  was  requisite  for  the 

execution  of  their  enterprise,  as  there  rested  notliing  but  oportu- 

nitic,  to  sort  their  cruel  purpose  to  effect.     The  knight  sir  I>idaco, 

at  the  houre  appointed,  tolde  his  new  wife  that  he  must  go  into 

the  countrie,  to  take  order  for  the  state  of  his  land,  and  that  he 

could  not  retourne,  til  the  next  day  in  the  morning.     Which  she 

by  and  by  beleued  :  and  the  better  to  couer  his  fact,  he  caused 

two  horse  to  be  made  redie,  and  rode  forth  when  the  clocke  strake 

iiii.     And  when  he  had  riden  through  a  certain  streat,  he  said  to 

his  man,  which  was  wonte  to  seme  his  toume  in  loue  matters: 

"  Carie  my  horse  to  sucli  a  manour  in  the  countrie,  and  tarrie  there 

all  this  day,  and  to  morowe  morning  come  sceke  mee  in  suche  a 

place,  when  I  am  gone  from  the  house  of  Violenta.     In  the  meane 

time  set  my  horse  in  some  inne :  for  in  any  wise  I  will  haue  no 


HTBACO   A  If  ft  TIOLVNTA. 


«]0 


:now  that  I  doe  lie  there."    Which  doen  the  maister  and  the 

inte  wente  two  seuerall  wayes.    The  knight  being  come  to 

tOBeof  Violenta,  he  found  lanique  tarying  for  him,  with  good 

ioD  to  vse  him  according  to  liis  desert,  and  conueyed  him  to 

bamber  of  Violenta,   and    then   she    retourncd    about   her 

S8.     The  knighte  kissed  Violenta  and  bad  her  good  morowe, 

5  her  how  she  did?    Whom   Violenta  annsweared:  "  Sir 

»,  you  bid  me  good  morrow  in  words,  but  in  deede  you  go 

to  prepare  for  mea  heuie  and  sorowfull  life.     I  beleeue  that 

binde  beareth  witnes,  of  the  state  of  my  welfare:  for  you 

^ughtemc  to  such  extremitie,  that  you  see  right  wel  how 

igels  but  my  voice  declarelh  me  to  be  a  woman,  and  there- 

I  80  feeble  a  creature,  as  1  still  craue  and  call  for  death  or 

ie,  although  both  of  thone  and  of  the  other^  I  um  not  heard 

and  yet  tliincke  not  Didaco,  that  I  am  so  farre  oute  of  my 

to  belceue  that  the  cause  of  my  writing  the  letter  was  for 

iiat  (you   rcmenibring  my   bitter  paines,  and  your  owne 

^  crime)  I   roulde  euer  moue  you    to  pitie:  for  I  am  per- 

I  that  you  wil  neuer  cease  to  exhaustc  and  suckc  the  bloud, 

and  life  of  them  that  credite  your  trumperies  and  deceiptea, 

«   by  experience   I   know  by   my  selfe,   with  such  deadly 

khat  I  still  atiende  and  loke  for  the  sorowfull  endc  of  my 

iDidaco  seing  her   thus  afflicted,  fearing  that  her  cholere 

t  furtiier  iiiHame,  began  to  cull   her,  aud   to  take  her  now 

I  armes,  telling  her  that  his  manage  with  the  doughter  of 

Bcuta,  was  concluded  more  by  force  then   his  owne  will 

»de,  because  they  pretended  to  haue  a  gift  of  all  the  lande 

ids  he  hud  in  succession  after  his  father  was  dead,  which 

did  obtain  by  law  he  should  be  a  begger  all  the  dayes  of 

and  tliat  the  same  was  doen  to  prouide  for  the  quiet  state 

>  both,  and  notwithstanding  hee  had   maried  an  other  wife, 

1  purposed  to  loue    none  but  her,   nnd   meant  in  time  to 

[Its  wife,  and  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  with  her.     And 

iming  to  remedie  his  former  fault,  by  surmised  reports, 

age  vppon  the  cordes  of  his  pleasiiunt  tongue,  hoe  thought 

urtlike  allurements,  to  appease  her,  which  had  hei  wittes 

sharpened  to  be  twise  taken  in  one  trap,  howbeit  for  feare 

ig  him  awaye,  and  to  loose  the  nieane  to  accomplish  that 
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wiiicb  she  intended,  she  said  vnto  him  with  forced  smiling:  ** 
Didaco,  aUhoughe  you  haue  so  ill  vsed  mee  '\a  time  paste,  as  I 
haue  no  greatc  cause  to  beleeue  your  presente  woordes,  yei  Uie  loue 
that  I  bcare  you,  is  so  rooted  in  my  liarte,  as  the  faulte  muste  be 
verye  greate,  which  shoulde  remouc  the  same:  in  consideration 
whereof,  I  willconstraine  my  selfe  to  beleeue  that  your  woords  be 
true,  vpon  condicion  that  you  will  sweare  and  promise  to  lie  with 
me  iiere  ones  or  twyse  a  weekc.  For  mc  ihinkc  that  if  I  might 
at  times  inioye  your  presence,  I  should  remaine  in  some  part  of 
your  grace  and  fauour,  atid  liue  the  best  contented  woman  a  Hue." 
Whercunto  hce  willingly  agreed,  with  a  great  nombcr  of  other  like 
protestations,  prompte  and  rcdy  in  them  which  meane  deceipt. 
But  in  the  poore  miserable  woman  had  perced  the  same  in  the 
depth  of  her  harte,  and  had  credited  all  that  he  spake,  no  doubte 
he  woulde  haue  chaunged  his  minde.  Thus  either  partes  spente 
the  daye  in  colde  and  dissembled  flatteries  till  darke  nighte,  with 
his  accustomed  silence,  did  dctiucr  them  the  meane  to  exercise 
their  crueU  facte.  So  sone  as  supper  was  doen,  Didaco  and 
Violcnta  walked  vp  said  downe  together,  talking  of  certaine  com- 
mon matters,  till  the  knight  (pressed  with  slepe)  commaunded  his 
bed  to  be  made  redie:  it  neded  not  tlien  to  inquire  with  what 
diligence  Violenta  and  ianiquc  obeyed  his  rcquestc:  in  whome 
onely  as  they  thought  consisted  the  happe,  or  mishappe  of  their 
intent:  to  whom  because  Violenta  might  shewe  her  selfe  more 
aifectionate,  went  first  to  bcdde,  and  so  sone  as  they  were  layde> 
lanique  drcwe  the  curteines  and  tuokc  away  Didaco  his  swoorde, 
and  making  as  though  she  had  a  thing  to  do  vnder  the  bcdde,  she 
fastened  the  rope  and  raked  vp  the  fire  which  was  in  the  chim- 
ney, corying  a  stoole  to  the  bcddcsside,  and  layd  vpon  the  same 
twoo  great  kechin  knifes,  which  doen  she  put  out  the  candle, 
and,  fayning  to  goe  out  of  the  chamber,  she  shut  the  dore  and 
weut  in  againc.  And  then  the  poore  infortunate  knight,  think- 
ing that  he  was  alone  in  the  chamber  with  Violcnta,  began  to 
clepe  and  kisse  her,  wbereunto  she  made  no  refusal,  but  desi- 
rous to  renew  his  old  priuate  toies,  she  prayed  him  of  al  loue  that 
he  bare  vnto  her  to  kepe  truce  for  twoo  or  three  bowers,  for  that  the 
night  was  long  inougli  to  satisfie  his  desires,  affirming  that  it  wa« 
impossible  for  her  to  wake,  because  fine  or  sixe  dayes  before  by 
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reason  ofhec  griefes,  she  had  not  slept  at  all,  notwiilistandlng,  she 
said,  that  after  her  first  sleepc  she  would  willingly  obey  him : 
wheninto  the  gentleman  was  easely  perswaded,  aswcll  bieause  he 
hadde  eU  where  sufficiently  staunched  his  ihurst,  as  also  fur  that 
he  was  loth  to  displease  her:  and  faining  her  sclfc  to  sleepc,  she 
turned  her  face  to  the  other  side,  and  in  tliat  wysc  continued,  till 
the  poore  genlleman  -was  fallen  into  his  sound  slcpe.  Then  la- 
nique softly  conueyed  the  rope  ouer  his  bodye,  and  gaue  it  to  Vio- 
Jenta,  and  after  she  had  placed  it  according  to  her  miode,  as  they 
together  had  deuised  before,  she  deliuered  thcnde  to  lanique,  who 
being  at  the  beddes  side  satie  down  vpon  the  grounde,  and  folding 
the  rope  about  her  armes,  hoisted  her  twoo  fecte  against  the  bedde 
to  pull  with  greater  force  when  nede  required.  Not  long  after,  Vio- 
ientatoke  one  of  the  great  knifes,  and  lifting  her  selfevp  softlye,  she 
proued  with  her  hand,  to  sekea  place  most  ineetc  for  her  to  stabbe 
a  hole  into  her  enemies  fleshe.  And  inchaunted  with  wrath,  rage 
and  furie,  like  another  Medea,  tliru^it  the  poincte  of  the  knife  with 
BUche  force  into  his  throte  as  shce  perced  it  tl]rough,and  the  poore 
vnhappie  man  thinking  to  reslsLc  the  same,  by  geuing  some  re- 
pulse against  that  aduersc  and  heuuie  fortune,  was  appalled,  who 
feeling  a  new  charge  geuen  vpon  him  aguine,  specially  being  in- 
tricaied  with  the  roape,  was  not  able  to  sturre  hand  nor  foote,  and 
tlirough  the  exccssiue  violence  of  the  paine,  his  spcache  and  power 
to  crie,  was  taken  away:  in  such  sorie  that  after  he  had  rcceiued 
tenne  or  twelue  mortall  woundcs  one  after  an  other,  his  poore 
mariircd  soule  departed  from  his  sorowfuU  body.  Violcnta  hauing 
coded  her  determined  enterprise,  commaunded  lanique  to  light  the 
candle,  and  approching  nere  the  knightes  face,  shec  sawe  by  and  by 
that  he  was  without  life.  Then  not  able  to  satis6e  her  bloudye 
harte,  ncyetto  quenche  her  furious  rage  which  boiled  iu  her  sto* 
mackc,  she  with  the  poinct  of  the  knife  tare  out  the  eyes  from  his 
bead,  crying  out  vpon  them  with  hideous  voice,  as  if  they  had 
ben  aliue  :  "  Ah  traiterous  eyes,  the  messengers  of  a  rainde  most 
villanous  that  eucr  setorned  within  tlie  budie  of  man:  come  out 
of  your  shamelesse  siege  for  eucr,  for  the  spring  of  your  fained 
teares  is  now  exhausted  and  dried  vp."  Then  shec  played  the 
bocher  vppon  those  insensible  members,  continuing  stilt  her  rage. 
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and  cruelly  seazed  ypon  the  tongue,  which  with  herbloudy  handei 
she  hnled  out  of  his  mouth,  and  beholding  the  same  with  a 
murderous  eie  as  she  was  cutting  it  of,  sayd  :  "  Oh  abhomioable 
and  periured  tongue,  how  many  lies  diddest  thou  frame  in  the 
same,  before  thou  coutdesC  with  tlic  canon  shot  of  this  poy&oncd 
member,  make  breachc  into  my  virgioitie:  whereof  now  being 
depriued  by  thy  meanes,  I  franckly  accelerate  ray  self  to  death, 
wherunto  thou  pre^eutl}'  hast  opened  the  way."  And  svhen  shee 
had  separated  this  Ittle  member  from  the  restc  of  the  body  (insaci- 
able  of  crueltie)  with  the  knife  ripped  a  violent  hule  into  his 
stomacke,  and  launching  her  cruel  handes  vpon  his  harte  she  tare 
it  from  the  place,  and  gashing  the  same  with  many  blowes,  she 
said:  "  Ah,  vile  hart,  harder  then  the  diamont  whose  andeuile 
forged  the  infurtunate  trappes  of  these  my  cruel  de^tenies!  oh 
that  I  could  haue  discouered  thy  cogiutiona  in  lime  past,  as  I  doe 
now  thy  materiall  substaunce,  that  1  mi^ht  haue  bene  preserued 
from  thine  abhomiuable  treason,  and  detestable  inlidelitie."  Then 
Beasbing  her  selfe  vpon  the  dead  body,  as  a  hungry  hon  vpon  hit 
praye,  she  leftc  no  parte  of  him  vnwounded:  and  when  shee  had 
mangled  his  bodyeall  ouer,  with  an  infinite  number  of  gashes,  she 
cried  out :  *'  O  infected  carrion,  whilom  an  organ  and  instrn- 
menie  of  the  moste  vofhithfuU  and  rrayterous  niinde  thai  euer  was 
vnder  the  coape  of  heauenr  nowe  thou  art  payed  with  deserte, 
worthy  of  thy  merites!"  Then  shee  sayed  to  lanique  (whtche 
with  great  terrour,  had  all  this  whyle  viewed  her  playe  this  pa- 
geant) "  lanique  I  feele  my  selfe  nowe  so  eased  of  payne  that 
come  death  when  he  will,  he  shal  find  me  strong  and  lustie  to  in- 
durehis  furious  assault,  which  of  long  time  1  haueassaied.  Helpe 
me  then  to  trainc  this  corps  out  of  my  fatlier's  house,  wherein  i 
was  first  devoured,  then  will  1  tell  thee  what  thou  sbalt  doe:  fdr 
like  as  mine  houestie  is  stayncd  and  published  abrode,  euen  lo 
will  1  the  reuenge  to  be  mauifeste,  craning  that  his  bodie  may  be 
exponcd  to  the  viewe  of  all  men."  Whose  request  laoiqne 
obeied:  and  then  she  and  Violentn  toke  the  body,  and  threwe  it 
out  at  one  of  ilie  chamber  wyndowes  downe  vpon  the  paueiuent  of 
ibe  screate,  with  all  the  partes  wbiche  she  had  cut  of.  That  done 
she  sayd  to  lanique:  "  Take  this  casket   with  all  the  money 
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within  the  same,  and  shippe  tliy  selfe  at  the  next  port  thou  shalt 
come  tOj  and  get  ihec  ouer  into  Africa  to  saue  thy  life  so  spedely 
as  thou  coustf  and  neuer  come  into  these  partes  again,  nor  to  any 
other  wher  thou  fLit  knowen."  Which  lanique  purposed  to  doe, 
although  Violenta  bad  not  consailcd  her  thereunto :  and  ready  to 
departe,  shee  gaue  a  sorowefull  farewell  to  her  maistrcs,  and  betoke 
her  selfe  to  her  good  fortune :  and  from  that  time  forth,  no  man 
could  tell  whether  she  went,  for  all  Uic  persutc  made  after  her.  So 
sone  as  daye  appeared,  the  Ante  that  passed  by  the  streate  espied 
the  dead  bodie,  whiche  by  reason  of  the  noyse  and  brute  made 
throughout  the  tuwue,  caused  many  people  to  come  and  see  it :  but 
no  man  knew  what  he  was,  being  disfigured  as  well  by  reason  of 
the  eyes  torne  out  of  his  head,  as  for  other  partes  mutilated  and 
deformed.  And  about  eight  of  the  clocke  in  the  morning,  there 
was  suche  a  multitude  of  people  assembled,  as  it  was  in  maner 
impossible  to  come  nere  it.  The  moste  parte  thought  that  some 
theues  in  the  nighte  had  committed  that  murder:  whiche  opinion 
semed  to  be  true,  because  he  was  in  his  shurte :  other  some  were 
of  contrary  opinion:  and  Violenta,  whiche  was  at  the  wyndowe, 
hearing  their  sundrie  opinions  came  duwne  and  with  a  bolde 
courage  and  stoute  voyce,  that  euery  man  might  heare,  said : 
"  Sirs,  you  do  contend  vpon  a  thing  whereof  (if  I  were  demaunded 
the  question  of  the  magistrates  of  this  citie)  I  am  able  to  render 
assured  testimonie:  and  without  great  difficuUie  this  murder  can 
not  be  discouered  by  any  other  but  by  me."  Whiche  woordes 
the  people  did  sone  beleuc,  thinking  that  diuers  gentlemen  icious 
of  Violenta  had  made  a  fraye  :  for  she  had  now  loste  her  auncient 
reputacion  by  meanes  of  Didaco,  who  (as  the  fame  and  common 
reporte  was  brutcd)  did  keepe  her.  When  she  had  spoken  those 
wordes,  the  iudges  were  incontinently  aduertised  as  well  of  the 
murder  as  of  that  whiche  Violenta  had  said,  and  went  thither  with 
tergeauntes  and  officers,  where  they  founde  Violenta,  more  stoute 
then  any  of  the  standcrs  by:  and  inquired  of  her  imraediatlye 
howe  that  murder  came  to  passe,  but  shee  without  fcare  or  appaile- 
ment,  made  this  aunswere  :  "  Hee  that  you  see  here  dead,  is  the 
lorde  Didaco :  and  because  it  apperteineth  to  many  to  vnderstand 
the  trouth  of  his  deatli  (as  his  father  in  lawe,  his  wife  and  other 
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kinsmen)  I  wouM  in  their  presence^  if  it  please  you  to  cause  tbem 
to  be  culled  hither  declare  what  1  knowe."  The  magifitratea 
amased  to  sec  so  great  a  lorde  so  cruelly  slayne,  committed  her  to 
^'arde  til  al'ter  dinner,  and  commaunded  that  all  the  before  named 
should  bee  sommoned  to  appeare :  who  assembled  in  die  palace> 
with  such  a  number  of  tlie  people,  as  the  iudges  could  skant  haue 
place  :  Vjoleuta  in  the  presence  of  them  all,  without  any  rage  or 
passion,  first  of  alt  reconipted  vnto  them  the  chast  loue  betwene 
Didaco  and  her,  whiche  hee  continued  the  space  of  fourteae  or 
fifiene  monethes,  without  receiuing  any  fhiicte  or  cornmoditie 
thereof.  Within  a  whyle  after  (he  bcin^  vanquished  witli  loue) 
maried  her  secretly  at  her  house,  and  solempnized  the  nuptialles 
by  a  prieste  vnknowen:  declaring  moreouer,  how  they  had  Iiued  a 
yere  together  in  housholde,  without  any  occasion  of  offence,  oa 
her  part  geuen  vnto  him.  Then  she  rehcrscd  before  them  his 
seconde  mariage  with  the  doughter  of  such  a  man,  being  there 
present,  adding  for  conclusion,  that  sith  he  had  made  her  to  lose 
her  honestie,  shee  had  sought  meanes  to  make  him  to  loose  his  life  : 
which  she  executed  with  the  helpe  of  Tanique  her  mayde:  who 
by  her  aduise  being  loth  to  Hue  any  longer,  had  drowned  her 
•elfe.  And  after  she  had  declared  the  true  state  of  the  matter, 
passed  betwene  them,  shee  sayd  for  conclusion,  that  all  that  she 
had  rehersed  was  not  to  incite  or  moue  them  to  pitie  or  compas- 
Bion,  thereby  to  prolong  her  life,  whereof  shee  iudged  her  self  vn* 
worthy:  "For  ifyou(quolhslie)dosuft*erme  to  escape  your  handes, 
thinking  to  saue  my  body,  you  shalbe  the  cause  and  whole  mine 
of  my  soule,  for  with  these  mine  owne  handes,  whiche  you  see 
before  you,  I  will  desperally  cut  of  the  thred  of  this  my  life." 
And  with  those  wordes  she  held  her  peace:  wherat  tlie  people 
nroased,  and  raoued  with  pitie,  let  fall  the  luke  warme  teares  from 
their  dolorouse  eyes  and  lamented  the  misfortune  of  that  po<ire 
crenlure:  imputing  the  fault  vppon  the  dead  knight,  which  voder 
colour  of  mariage  had  deceiued  her.  The  magistrates  deter- 
minmg  further  to  deliberate  vpon  the  matter,  caused  the  dead 
bodie  to  be  buried^  and  committed  Violenta  agaiue  to  warde, 
Ukiiig  away  fruin  her  kniucs  and  other  weapons,  wherewith  they 
tliought  shoe  might  hurt  her  selfe.    And  vsed  such  diligent  search 
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tqvirtef  that  ihe  priest  which  maried  them  was  fonncl  out, 
be  seruaunC  of  Didaco  that  was  present  at  the  mariage  of 
ita,  being  examined,  deposed  how  by  his  maister's  com- 
iement  he  carled  his  horse  into  the  eountrie,  and  how  he 
aunded  him  to  come  to  him  ngaine  the  nexte  morning  to  the 
of  Viuleota.  And  all  thinges  were  so  well  brought  to  light, 
;hmg  wanted  fur  furtlier  inuestigation  of  the  trutlie,  but  onely 
infession  of  htm  that  was  dead.  And  Violenta  by  the  corn- 
opinion  of  the  iudges  was  condempned  to  be  beheaded :  not 
or  that  she  had  presumed  to  puniahe  the  knighles  tromperie 

rnce,  but  for  her  exccssiue  cruehie  doen  vpon  the  dead 
Thus  iufortunaie  Violenta  ended  her  life,  her  mother  and 
en  being  acquiled  :  and  was  executed  in  the  presence  of  the 
»f  Calabria,  the  sonne  of  king  Frederic  of  Aragon:  which 
at  time  the  Viceroy  there,  and  afterwardea  died  at  Torry  in 
:e :  who  incontinently  alter  caused  this  historic  to  be  re- 
l,  with  other  thinges  worthy  of  remembraunce,  chaunccd  in 
:€  at  Valencia.    Bandcll  doth  wryte,that  the  mayde  lanique 
It  to  death  with  her  maistres :  but  Paludonus  a  Spa- 
rd,a  hue  at  that  time,  writeth  an  excellent  historic 
in   Latine,  wherin   he   certainly   declareth  tltat 
she  was  ueuer  apprehended,  which  opinion 
(as  most  probable)  I  haue 
folowed. 
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THE  FORTY-THIRD  NOUELL. 


JVantoues  and  pltasaimt  life  being  guides  of  insolenciCf  doth  britig 
a  misembU  end  to  a /aire  ladie  of  Thuritt,  u:kom  a  nob/e  man  ad' 
uaunced  to  high  estate:  as  apperttk  bt/  this  historie,  wherein  he 
execiUeth  great  cruehie  vpon  his  sai/de  ladie,  taken  in  aduUerU. 

The  auQcicnt  and  general!  custome  of  the  gentlemeD,  and  gentle- 
women of  Fiedmonte,  was  daily  to  abandon  famous  cities  and  mur- 
mures  of  common  wealthcs  to  retire  to  their  casteU  iu  the  coun- 
trie,  and  other  places  of  pleasure,  of  purpose  to  beguile  the  trouble- 
some turmoyles  of  life,  with  greatest  rest  and  contentation.  The 
troubles  and  griefes  wherof  they  do  feele,  that  intermedle  with 
businesse  of  common  wealth,  whiche  was  with  great  care  obseni- 
ed  before  the  warres  had  preposterated  the  order  of  auncient  go- 
uemement,  til  which  time  a  harde  matter  it  had  ben  to  tinde  an 
idle  gentleman  in  a  hole  citic.  Who  rather  did  resort  to  their 
countrie  houses  with  their  families,  which  were  so  well  gouemed 
and  furnished,  tliat  you  should  haue  departed  so  well  satisfied  and 
instructed,  from  a  simple  gentleman's  house  as  you  should  haue 
doen  from  a  great  citie,  were  it  neuer  so  wel  ruled  by  some  wise 
aiid  prouident  senatour.  But  sithens  the  world  began  to  waxe 
olde,  it  is  come  again  to  very  infancie,  in  suehe  sorte  that  the 
greatest  nombcr  of  cities  are  not  peopled  in  these  dayes  but  with 
a  many  of  carpet  squiers,  that  make  their  resiance  and  abode 
there,  not  to  profile,  but  to  contincw  their  delicate  life,  and  they 
doe  not  onely  corrupt  tbemselues,  but  (which  is  worse)  they  infecle 
them  that  kecpe  them  compauie,  whiche  I  will  discourse  someivhat 
more  at  large,  for  so  much  as  the  gentlewoman,  of  whome  I  de- 
scribe this  historie,  was  brought  vp  al  the  time  of  her  youth, 
in  one  of  the  finest  and  most  delicate  cities  of  Piedmonte.  And 
feeling  as  yet  some  sparke  of  her  former  bringing  vp,  she  could 
not  be  reformed  (being  in  the  countrie  with  her  husbande)  but  that 
in  the  ende  she  fill  into  great  rcprochc  and  shame,  as  you  shall  vn- 
derstande  by  the  content  of  that  whiche  foloweih.  In  the  time 
that  madamc  Margaret  of  Austriche,  doughtcr  of  Maximilian  the 


V^ 


09  A   tAOIB   OF   THCBIV. 


8«7 


'our,  went  in  progresse  into  SauoiOf  towardes  her  husbandc : 
was  a  great  lorde^  a  valiaunl  and  curteous  gentleman^  in  a 
ae  countrie  of  Picdinonte,  whose  name  1  will  not  disclose, 
jr  the  reucrence  of  his  neresi  kynne,  which  doe  yet  liue,  as 
immoderate  cruell  punisheinente,  that  he  deuised  towards 
i,  when  he  toke  her  in  the  fault.     This  great  torde,  although 
i  goodly  rcuenues  and  castelles  in  Piecbnonte,  yet  for  the 
parte  of  his  unie,  he  followed  the  courte,  by  cooimauude^ 
of  the  duke,  that  interteyned  him  nexte  his  owne  persone, 
iDommonly  his  aduise  in  all  his  greatest  aifaires.     This  lorde 
t  time  maried  a  mayden  in  Thurin^  of  meane  beautie,  for  his 
re,  not  csteoiing  the  place  from  whence  shee  came.  And  be- 
lie was  well  nere  fiftie  yeares  of  age  when   he  maried  her, 
lired  her  selfe  with  such  modestie^  as  she  was  more  like  a 
t  then  a  maried  womau  :  and  knewe  so  well  how  to  vse  her 
kde,  the  space  of  a  yere  or  two,  as  he   thought  him  self  the 
tt  man  aliuCi  that  he  had  founde  out  so  louing  a  wyfe.    This 
I  being  serued,  and  reuerenced  with  great  honour^  waxed 
l>f  to  muche  restc  and  quiet,  and  began  to  be  inainoured  of 
kroan  bcr  neighbour,  whom  in  a  litle  tyme  she  knewe  so 
&  vse  by  lookes,  and  other  wanton  toies,  as  he  did  eosely 
pe  it,  notwithstanding  for  the  honour  of  her  husband,  he 
Dot  seme  to  knowe  it,  but  a  farre  of.     Nowe  this  warme 
jy   Utie  and  litle,  afterwardes  began  to  grow  hot,  for  the 
roman  wearie  of  suche  long  delay,  not  able  to  content  her 
(h  lookes,  vpon  a  day  finding  this  yong  gentleman  in  con- 
t  place,  as  lie  was  walking  harde  by    her  house,  began   to 
with  him  of  tcrmcs,  and  matters  of  louc:   telling  hym  that 
d  to  solitaric,  in  respect  of  his  yong  yeares,  and  howe  shee 
rayes  bene  brought  vp  in  townes,  and  places  of  great  com- 
(nd  resorte,  in  suche  wyse  as  now  being  in  the  countrie, 
uld  not  easely  digeste  the  incommoditic  of  being  a  lone, 
y  for  ihe  continuall  absence  of  her  husbande,  who  scarce 
tooetbes   in  a  yeare  remayncd  at  home  in  his  owne  house. 
i   falling  from  one  matter  to  another,  loue  pricked  ihcm 
,  as   in   fine  they  opened  a  wayc  to  that  whiche  troubled 
o  mutch,  and  specially  the  woman :   who  forgetting  her 
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honour,  which  ordinarily  dothe  accompanie  great  ladies,  pHuely 
ahe  tolde  hyni  the  loue  that  she  had  borne  hym  of  long  tyme, 
whiche  notwithstanding  shce  had  dissembled,  Mmyling  when  hee 
should  hane  geucn  the  fyrst  onfiette,  for  that  gentlemen  ought 
rather  to  demaunde,  then  to  be  requyred  of  ladiei;  This  gen- 
tleman vudcrstanding  (by  hatfe  a  woorde)  the  cause  of  her  dis- 
ease ^  told  her:  "That  although  his  loue  was  extreme,  neuerthe- 
lesse,  deming  himself  vnworthy  of  so  high  degree,  he  stil  conceal- 
ed his  grief,  which  because  he  tliought  it  coulde  not  come  to  passe, 
feare  forced  him  to  kepe  it  silent.  But  sithe  it  pleased  her  so 
much  to  abase  her  selfc,  and  was  disposed  to  doc  him  so  much 
honour  to  accepte  him  for  her  seruaunte,  he  would  imploye  his 
indcuour,  to  recompeuce  that  with  humilitie  and  humble  seniice, 
whiche  fortune  had  denied  hym  in  other  thinges."  And  hauing 
framed  this  foundaciou  to  their  loue,  for  lliis  tyuie  they  vseJ  no 
other  contentment  one  of  an  other  but  onely  deuise.  But  they  so 
prouyded  for  their  affaires  to  come,  that  they  nedcd  not  to  vse 
longer  oration.  For  beyng  neyghbours,  and  the  husbande  manye 
tymes  absent,  the  hyghe  waye  was  open  to  bryng  their  enterpryses 
to  desired  affecte.  Whiche  they  full  well  acquieted,  and  yet  vn- 
able  wysely  to  maister  and  goueme  their  passions,  or  to  moderate 
theim  selues  by  good  discretion,  the  seruauntes  of  the  house  (by 
reason  of  the  fre(|iieiitcd  communication  of  the  gentleman  with 
the  gentlewoman)  began  to  suspecte  theim,  and  to  conceiuc  sinis- 
ter opinion  of  their  maisaesse,  although  none  of  theim  durstc 
speake  of  it,  or  make  other  semblaunce  of  knowledge.  Loue 
holding  in  full  possession  the  hartcs  of  these  twoo  loners,  blynd- 
ed  theim  so  muche,  as  leaning  the  brydle  to  large  for  their  honour, 
they  vsed  theimselues  priuely  and  aperilye  at  alt  tymes  one  with 
an  other,  without  anye  respect.  And  when  vpon  a  lyme,  the 
lorde  retourncd  home  to  his  owne  house  (from  a  certayne  voyage, 
wherein  he  had  bene  in  the  duke's  seruice)  he  founde  his  wyfe  to 
be  more  fine  and  gorgeous  then  she  was  wont  to  be,  whiche  in  the 
beginning  dyd  wonderfully  astonne  him.  And  perceiuing  her 
someiinies  to  vtter  wanton  woordea,  and  to  applie  her  mynde  on 
other  thynges,  when  he  spake  vuto  her,  he  began  diligently  to  ob- 
serue  her  countenaunce  and  order,  and  being  a  man  broughte  vp 
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irtlye  trade,  and  of  good  experience,  bee  easely  was  per- 

i  that  there  was  some  ele  viider  that  stone,  and  to  come  to 

suthe   of  tbc   matter,  bee  made  a  better  countenauuce,  then 

i  wonte  to  doe,  which  she  knewe  full  well  howe  to  requite 

zcompence:    and  liuing  in  this  simulatiou,  cither  of  them 

pted  to  beguile  the  other,  that  the  simplest  and  leste  craftic  of 

both  could  not  be  discouered.    The  yong  gentleman,  neigh- 

pi  the  lord,  grieued  beyond  measure,  for  that  be  was  come 

massed  and  repassed  mmne   tymes  before  his  castell  gate, 

■igto  get  some  looke  of  his  ladie's  eye:  but  by  any  meanes 

Rlld  not  for  feare  of  her  husbande,  who  was  not  so  foolishe, 

her  he  sawc  hira  goc  before  hia  gate  so  many  times,  without 

bccasion,  bnt  that  he  easely  iudged   tliere  was  a  secret 

^twene  them.     Certaine  daycs  after,  the  gentleman  to  in- 

|-  himselfc  into  the  lord^s  fauour,  and  to  haue  accesse  to  his 

[■ent  hira  a  very  excellent  tercelet  of  a  faucon,  and  at  other 

ic  presented  him  with  vcncson,  and  vmbles  of  dere,  which 

)  kUled  in  hunting.     Uut  the  lorde  (which  well  knew  that 

iemany  times  serued  the  tome  of  diuerse,  to  beguile  foolish 

Ids  of  their  fairc  wiucs)  that  he  might  not  seme  vngrateful, 

[m  also  certain  straung  things.     And  these  curtesies  conti- 

p  long,  that  the  lorde  desirous  to  lay  a  baite,  sent  to  praye 

y  come  to  dyner:    to  which  requesie  the  other  accorded 

y,  for  the  deuociun  he  had  to  the  saiuct  of  the  caslell.  And 

be  table  was  taken  vp,  they  went  together  to  walke  abroade 

ieldes.     Atid  that  more  frendly  to  welcome  him,  he  prayed 

b  to  goe  with  them,  whereunto  she  made  no  greate  deniall. 

ben  they  had  debated  of  many  thinges,  the  lorde  sayd  vnto 

'  Neighbour  and  frende,  I  am  an  old  man  and  melancholies 

know,  wherforc  1  had  neede  from  henceforth  to  reioyce  mj 

E  pray  you  hartely  therfore  to  come  hither  many   times,  to 

and  thcrwi thai  to  participate  such  fore  as  God  dotli  send. 

;he  thinges  of  my  house,  as  they  were  yourowne."    W  hie  he 

cr  gratefully  accepted,  humblie  praying  that  his  lordshyp 

Commaunde  him  and  that  he  had,  when  he  pleased,  and  to 

ande  him  as  his  vi'ry  hmnble  and  obedient  seruaunt.     This 

t  laycd,  the  yong  gentleman  ordinaiely  came  ones  a  daye 


to  visite  the  lonle  and  his  wife.    Su  long  this  pilgrimage  contiaued, 
vntill  the  lorde  (vpon  a  time,  faining  himselfe  to  be  sicke)  com- 
maunded  tliat  no  man  should  come  intu  his  chamber,  because  all 
the  night  before  he  was  ill  at  ease,  and  could  take  no  rcste.  Where- 
of the  gentleman  was  incontinently  aduertiscd  by  on  old  woman 
hired  of  purpose  for  a  common  messenger,  of  whom  a  none  we 
purpose  to  make  rejnembraunce.     Being  come  to  tlie  castell,  lie 
demaunded  how  the  lord  did^  and  whether  he  might  go  see  hini,  to 
whom  aunswer  was  made,  that  he  could  nut,  for  that  he  was  fallen 
into  a  slomber.     Madame  now  was  in  the  garden  alone,  roming 
yp  and  down  for  her  pleasure,  and  was  aduertised  that  the  gentle- 
man was  come.     Who  being  brought  into  ti)e  gardeine,  and  cer- 
ti6ed  of  the  lordes  indisposition,  began  to  renew  his  old  daJiaunce 
with  the  lad ie,  and   to  kisse  her  many  times,  eftsonco  putting  bis 
hand  into  her  bosome,  and  vsing  other  pretie  preparacifes  of  loue, 
which  ought  not  to  be  permitted  but  only  to  the  husband.     Jn  the 
roeane  time,'while  they  twuo  had  ben  there  a  good  space,  the  hus- 
band slept  not,  but  was  departed  out  of  his  chamber,  the  space  of 
two  houres  and  more,  and  was  gone  vp  to  the  highest  place  of  all 
his  castell,  wher  at  a  very  litle  window,  he  might  discrie  al  that 
was  done,  within  the  compassc  of  his  house.     And  there  aeing  al 
their  curteous  offers  and  proffers,  hee  waited  but  when  the  gentle- 
man should   haue  indeuoured  himself  to  procede  further,  that  he 
might  haue  then  discharged  his  mortal  malice  vpon  them  both. 
But  they  fearing  that  their  long  abode  in  thegardein  might  ingen- 
der  some  displeasure,  retourned  into  the  castell,  with  purpose  in 
time  to  content  their  desires,  so  »me  as  opportunitie  serued.    The 
lorde  noting  all  the  demeanour  betweiie  litem,  retourned  to  his 
chamber,  and  so  went  againc  to  his  bed,  fainiug  to  be  atcke,  as  he 
did  ull  the  daye  before.     Supper  time  come,  the  lady  went  to  know 
his  pUiisure,  wheilier   he  would  sup  in  his  chamber  or  in  the  hall : 
he  answered  (with  a  disguised  cherefull  face)  that  he  began  to 
ferlr  hinisclfc  well,  and  that  he  had  slept  quietly  sithcns  diner, 
and  watt  determined  to  suppe  bcneth,  sending  that  night   for  the 
geutleniun,  to  beare  him  companie  at  supper :  and  could  so  well 
disembic  his  iimt  Hnger,  as  neither  his  wife,  nor  the  gentleman  per- 
c«iui*d  it  by  any   lueoues.     Aud  so  the  lorde  with  his  lady   still 
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wed,  the  space  of  fiftene  dayes,  or  three  wekes,  making  »o 
'  of  her  (as  though  it  had  ben  the  tirstc  moncth  that  he  mo- 
r)  in  suche  sorte,  as  when  the  poore  miserable  woman  thought 
gotten  victorie  ouer  licr  husband  and  frend,  it  was  the 
Ithat  fortune  did  weaue  the  toyle  and  nettc  to  intrappe  her. 
ie  which  no  longer  could  abide  (his  mischief,  driuen  into 
eame  choler,  scing  that  he  was  able  to  finde  no  ineanes  to 
bem  (himselfe  being  at  home)  deliberated  either  sone  to  die 
pronide  for  the  matter:  and  the  better  to  execute  his  deter- 
bn,  he  counterfnited  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Sauoie^  and 
^secretly  to  the  post  him  selfe  alone,  and  commaunded  him 
laye  to  bring   it  to  his  castell*  whereby  he  fainod  that  the 
ttd  sent  the  same  vn to  him.     Whiche  matter  the  post  did 
iso  well,  as  he  brought  the  letter  when  he  was  at  supper, 
btes  on  his  legges  all  durtie  and  raied,  as  though  he  were 
ighted  from  his  horse.     And  the  better  to  maintain  his  wife 
error,  after  he  had  reade  the  letter,  he  gaue  it   to  her  to 
^vhich  conteiued  no  other  thing,  but  that  the  duke  corn- 
ed him  presently  with  ail  diligence,  himselfe  and  his  traine 
e  vnto  him,  to  be  dispatched  vpon  ambassage  into  Frauiice. 
Den  he  said  vnto  her:  "  Wife,  you  see  howe  I  amconstravn- 
epart  with  spede  (to  my  great  grief)  bid  my  men  therfore 
ready  in  the  morning,  that  they  may  go  before  and  wayte 
at  Thurin,  where  my  lord  the  duke  is  at  this  present.     I 
will  departe  from  hence  to  morow  at  night  after  supper, 
I  ride  in  post  in  the  freshe  of  the  night."    And  the  belter 
be  this  poore  vnhappie  woman,  he  went  into  his  closet, 
te  his  caskette,  wherein  was  the  mostepart  of  his  treasure, 
oering  the  same  vnto  her,  sayde:  "That  fearing  lestc  hee 
taxie  long   in  Fraunce,  he  would  leaue  the  sante  with  her 
her  when  she  wanted."     And  after  all  his  traine  was  gone, 
led  one  of  the  yeomen  of  his  chamber  to  tary  behyiide, 
Jeiitic  he  had  at  other  times  proued  :  and  all  thatdaye  he 
K>t  to  cherishe  and  make  much  of  his  wyfe.     But  the 
ole  did  not  forsee,  that  they  were  the  flatteries   of   tlie 
if  which  reioyseth  when  he  scelh  one  deceiued.  When  he 
ted,  he  made  a  particuler  rcmembrauDce  to  his  wife  how 
les  of  his  house  should  be  disposed  ia  his  absence :  aad 
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then  toke  his  leaue,  giuing  her  a  ludas  kisse.    The  lorde  vnethes 
had  ridden   twoo   or   thre   miles,  but  that  his  wife  had  sent  the 
olde  woman  to  carye  worde  to  her  louer,  of  the  depaxture  of  her 
husband,  and  that  he  might  saufly  come  and  lie  with  her  in  the 
castell,  for  that  all  the  seruauntes  were  ridden  forth  with  their 
maister,  sauiog  one  yeoman  and  her  twoo  maydes,  whiche  doe 
neuer  vsc  to  lie  in  her  chamber.    Vpun  this  glad  newes,  the  gentle 
man  thought  no  scorne  to  appeare  vppon  that  warning,  and  the 
old  woman  knew  the  waye  so  well,  as  she  brought  him  straight 
into  llie  ladies  chamber,  whom  loue  inuegled  in  such  wise,  as  they 
lay  together  in  the  betide,  where  the  lord  was  wont  to  lye.     And' 
the  olde  woman  laye  in  an  other  bed  in  that  chamber,  and  shut 
the  dure  within.     But  while  these  twoo  poore  passionate  luuers 
thought  they  had  altayned  the  toppe  of  all  felicilie,  and  had  in- 
ioyed  witii  full  saile  the  fuuours  of  the  litle  God  Cupide,  fortune 
desirous  to  departe  them,  for  the  last  messe  of  the  feast  prepared 
so  bitter  comfettes,  as   it  cost   them  both  their  liues,  with  such 
cruell  death, as  if  they  which  make  profession  of  seniblable  tilings 
doc  take  example,  wyues  will  get  them  better  names,  and  hus- 
bandesshalbe  lessedeceiued.     The  torde  that  night  made  no  longer 
tracte  of  time,  but  lighted  from  his  horse,  at  the  keper  of  one 
of  bis  castles  houses,  whom  he  knewe  to  be  faythfutl.     'I'^o  whome 
in  the  presence  of  the  yeoman  of  his  chamber,  he  discoursed  thej 
loue    betwene   the  gentleman  and   bis  wyfe,  and  commauaded' 
them  with  alt  spede  to  arme  themseliies,  and  with  a  case  of  pisto- 
lets  to  follow  him,  whom  they  obeyed.    And  beyng  come  to  the 
castell  gate,  he  saide  to  the  keper  of  his  castell :  "  Knocke  at   the) 
gate,  and  fayne  thy  selfc  to  be  alone,  and  saye  that  I  passing  by] 
thy  house,  did  leaue  a  remembraunce  with  ihee,  to  cary  to   my 
ladie.     And  because  it  is  a  matter  of  importaunce,  and  requiredi 
hast,  thou  were  compelled  to  bring  it  this  night."     Knocking  at 
the  gate  somewhat  sofiely  (for  feare  lest  they  whiche  were  in  the 
chambers  should  hcarc)  a  yeoman  rose  whiche  laye  in  the  courte, 
knowing  the  voyce  of  the  keper  (because  he  was  one,  whome  his 
lorde  and  maister  dyd  greatly  fauour)  opened  the  gate,  and  the 
firste  thyng  they  did,  tliey  jyghted  a  torche,  and  wentc  vp  all  three 
to  the  lordes  chamber,  not  suiTeryng  anye  man   to  cary  newes  to 
the  ladie,  of  theyr  approche.    Being  come  to  the  chamber  doore. 
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tper  knocked^  wbiche  immediatly  the  olde  woman  hearde, 
Eitliout  opening  the  doore,  asked  who  was  there.  "  It  is  I 
,  the  keeper,)  thathaue  brought  a  letter  to  my  ladie,  from  my 

ay  maister,  who  ryding  this  nyght  in  post  to  Thurin,  passed 
house,  and  very  earnestly  charged  me  by  no  meanes  to 

ittodeUuerit  this  night."     The  ladie  aduertised  hereof,  who 

i  Dot  misiruste  that  her  owne  man  (whome  she  tooke  to  bee 

le,  and  voyde  of  guyle)  would  haue  framed  a  platte  for  suchc 

|ttOD,  sayde  to  the  olde  woman :  "  Receiue  the  letter  at  the 

,  but  in  any  wyselet  him  not  come  in,  and  1  willaccomplishe 

atentes."  The  olde  woman,  which  thought  onely  but  lo 
the  letter  betwene  the  doore,  was  astuncd  when  the  keper 

puing  her  a  blow  with  his  footevpon  the  stomsckc)  ihrcwe 

ickward,  where  she  laie  more  then  a  quarter  of  an  houre, 

tat  speaking  or  mouing.     And  then  they  three  entring  the 

ber  in  great  rage,  with  their  pistolets  in  their  handes,  found 

wo  miserable  louers  »tarke  naked,  who  seing  them  selues  sur- 

d  in  that  state,  were  so  sore  ashamed  as  Eue  and  Adam  were, 

I  tbeirsinne  was  manifested  before  God.     And  not  knowing 

to  doe,  reposed  their  refuge  in  lamenting  and  teares,  but  at 

trie  same  insiaunt,  they  bounde  the  nrraes  and  legges  toge- 

of  the  poore  gentleman  with  the  chollers  of  their  horse,  which 

brought  with  them   of  purpose.     And  then    the  lordc  com- 

ded  that  the  iwoo  maydes,  which  were  in  the  castell,  and  the 

bf  the  seruuuntes,  should  be  called  to  assiste  them,  to  take 

^c  of  thai  faire  sight.    And  all  the  meane  people  being  ga- 

I  in  this  sort  together,  the  lorde  touming  him  self  vnto  his 

laied  vnto  her:  "Come  hither  thou  vnshamefast,  vile,  and 

kble  whore,  like  as  thou  hast  had  a  harte  so  traiterous  and 

hfull,  to  bring  this  lufunious  rufhnn   in   the  night  into  my 

',  not  only  to  robbe  and  dispoile  me  of  mine  honour,  which 

ore  and  esteme  more  ihm  life:  but  also  (wbiche  is  more  lo 

lorred)  to  infring  and  breake  for  euer,  the  liolie  and  precious 

!of  mariage,  wherewithal!  wee  be  vnited  and  knit  together. 

ti    I   forthwith,  that  with    these    thyne   owne  handes,  with 

e  thou  gauest  me  the  firstc  tostimunic  of  thy  faith,  that  be 

tly  shalbe  hanged  and  strangled  in  ttie  presence  of  all  menne, 
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not  knowing  hovre  to  deuisc  anye  other  greater  pnnishmente,  to 
satisfie  thyne  offencCf  then  to  force  thee  to  murder  hym,  whome 
thou  haste  preferred  before  thy  reputation,  aboue  myne  honour, 
and  eslemed  more  then  thine  owne  life."  And  hauing  pronoun- 
ced this  fatal!  iudgement,  he  sent  one  to  seeke  for  a  greatc  naileof 
a  carte,  wliich  he  caused  to  be  fastened  to  the  beame  of  the  cham- 
ber, and  a  ladder  to  be  fetched,  and  then  made  her  to  tie  a  colter  of 
the  order  belonginge  to  theeues  and  malefuctours,  about  the  necke 
of  her  sorowfull  louer.  And  because  she  atone  was  not  able  to  do 
that  greuous  and  waighiie  charge,  hee  ordayned  that  like  as  the 
olde  woman  had  bin  a  fuithfull  minister  of  his  wiue's  louc,  so  shee 
should  put  her  hand  in  performing  the  vttemiost  of  that  worke. 
And  so  these  two  wretched  women,  were  by  that  meancs  forced 
to  such  exiremilie,  as  with  their  owne  handes,  they  strangled  ihe 
infortunate  gentleman :  with  whose  death  the  lord  not  yet  satis- 
fyed,  caused  the  beddc,  theclotlics,  and  other  furnitures  (wherupon 
they  had  taken  their  pleasures  past)  to  be  burned.  He  commaund- 
ed  the  other  vtensiles  of  the  chamber  to  be  taken  away,  not  suf- 
fring  so  much  straw,  as  would  seme  the  couche  of  two  dogges,  to 
be  left  vnconsumcd.  Then  he  said  to  his  wife:  "  Thou  wicked  wo- 
man, amonges  ai  other  most  detestable  :  for  so  much  as  thou  hast 
had  no  respecte  to  that  honourable  state,  whereunto  fortune  hath 
aduRunccd  thee,  being  made  by  my  meanes  of  a  simple  damosell, 
a  greate  ladie,  and  because  thou  hast  preferred  the  lasciuiuus  ac- 
quaintaunce  of  one  of  my  subiects,  before  the  chase  loue,  that  thou 
oughtesttohauc  borne  me:  my  determination  is,  that  from  hence- 
forth thou  shalt  kepe  continuall  company  with  him,  to  the  vtter- 
raost  day  of  thy  life:  because  his  putrified  carcase  hath  giuen  oc- 
casion to  ende  thy  wretched  body."  And  then  hee  caused  all  the 
windowes  and  doores  to  be  mured,  and  closed  vp  in  such  wyse,  as 
it  was  impossible  for  her  to  go  oute,  leaning  onely  a  litle  hole  open, 
to  giue  her  bread  and  water :  appointing  his  steward  to  the  charge 
thereof.  And  so  tiiis  poore  miserable  woman,  remained  in  the 
mercie  of  that  obscure  and  darke  prison,  without  any  other  compa- 
ny, then  the  deade  body  of  her  louer-  And  when  shee  had  conti- 
nued a  certaine  space  in  that  stinking  dungeon,  without 
aire  or  comfort,  ouercome  with  sorow  and  extreme 
paine,  she  yelded  her  soule  to  God. 
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THE  FORTY- FOURTH  NOUELL. 

The  loue  of  Alerane  of  Saione,  and  of  Adelasia  the  daughter  of  the 
Emperour  Otho  the  thirde  of  that  name.  Their  flight  and  depar- 
ture into  Itaiiet  ""^^  /'<J®  '^f.y  k^"  known  againej  and  what  no- 
ble h&iuea  of  Italic  descended  of  their  race. 

The  auDcicDt  histories  of  Princes  (as  wel  vnder  the  name  ofkinge, 
as  of  the  title  of  duke,  which  in  time  paste  did  goueme  the  couo- 
Irie  of  Saxonc)  do  reponc  that  Otho  the  seconde  of  that  name, 
which  was  the  first  emperour  that  lawfuUye  raigned  (after  the  em- 
pire ceassed  in  the  stuck  of  Charles  the  great)  hud  of  his  wife  M&- 
tildc  doughter  of  the  king  of  S<ixone,  one  sonne  which  succeded 
him  in  tlie  Imperial   crowne,  called  Otho  the  third,  who  for  bis 
verlaous  education  and  gentle  disposition,  acquiied  of  all  men  the 
surname  of  The  hue  of  the  world.    The  same  emperour  was  curte- 
ous  and  mercifull,  and  neuer  (to  any  mau'i;  knowledge)  gaue  occa- 
sion of  griefe  to  any  person,  he  did  good  toeueryman,and  hurt  none: 
Hkewise  he  thought  tiiat  kingdome  to  be  well  gotten,  and  gotten  to 
be  better  kept,  where  thu  king,  prince  ot  ruler  therof,  did  studic  and 
fteeke  meanes  to  be  beloued,  rather  then  feared,  sith  loue  ingen- 
drelh  in  it  selfe  a  desire  of  obedience  in  the  people.     And  contrary 
wise,  that  prince  which  by  tyrannic  makctli  himselfe  to  be  feared, 
]iueth  not  one  houre  at  rest,  hauing  his  conscience  tormented  in- 
diflfercntly,  both  with  suspition  and  fcare,  thinking  slil  thai  a  thou- 
sand swurds  be  lianging  ouer  his  head,  lo  kill  and  destroye  him. 
Otho  then  vnder  his  name  of  euiperunr,  couered  his  clemencie  with 
a  ccrtaine  sweete  gmuitie  and  priucely  behautour.     Who  notwitli- 
standing  declared  an  outward  shew  of  curtesie,  lo  make  sweeie 
theegreness  of  displeasure,  which  they  fecle  and  taste  that  be  sub- 
ject to  the  obevsiiunce  of  any  new  inouarchie.     Man  being  of  his 
owne  nature  so  luuiug  of  himselfc,  thut  an   ininiwleratt;  libertie 
seemeth  vuto  him  sweeter,  more  iust  and  indurabte,  than  auctho- 
rities  rightly  urdained,  the  establishment  wherof  seemeth  to  repre- 
sente  the  oncly  goutmmentc  of  thut  first  kiuge,  ^thich  iroip  his 
high  throne,  giueth  being  and  mouing  to  al  thinges.     That  good 
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emperour  ihen  knowinge  verye  well  the  mallice  of  men,  who  al- 
though he  was  a  good  man  of  warre,  bardye  of  his  hands^  and  de- 
sirous of  plorie,  yet  moderated  so  well  the  happie  successe  of  his 
enterprises,  aa  his  grace  and  gentlenes  principally  appeared,  when 
he  had  the  vppcr  hand,  for  that  he  cherished  and  well  v^ed  Uiose 
whom  he  had  subdued  vnder  his  obedience :  his  force  and  felicitie 
was  declared  when  he  corrected  and  chastised  robelU,  and  obsti- 
nate persons,  which  wilfully  would  proue  the  greate  force  of  a  princes 
arme  iustly  displeased,  and  to  others  what  tauour  a  king  could  vse 
towards  them,  whom  he  knew  to  be  loyal  and  faithful! :  giaing 
cause  of  repentaunce  to  them  which  at  other  times  had  done  him 
displeasure.  And  to  say  the  truth,  he  mighte  be  placed  in  the 
raoke  of  the  most  happie  princes  that  euer  were,  if  the  priuate 
affaires  of  his  owne  house  had  so  happily  succeeded,  astherenowme 
which  hee  wanne  in  the  science  of  wnrtare,  and  in  the  administra- 
tioa  of  the  common  wealth.  But  nothing  being  stable  in  the  life 
of  man,  this  emperour  had  in  him,  Uiat  which  diminished  the 
gloric  of  his  wisedome,  and  (resembling  an  Octauius  Augustus)  the 
vnhnppie  successe  of  his  owne  house  did  somwhat  obscure  the 
fame  of  his  noble  factes,  and  those  insolent  doingcs  senied  vnto 
him  aa  a  counterpoysc  to  prosperous  fortune,  which  may  be  easely 
perceiued,  by  the  pi-ogresse  and  continuation  of  this  historic.  This 
good  prince  had  one  daughter,  in  whom  nature  had  distributed  her 
giftes  in  such  wise,  as  she  alone  might  haue  vaunted  her  selfe  to 
attaine  the  perfection  of  all  them,  which  euer  had  any  thing,  wor- 
thy of  admiration,  were  it  in  the  singularitie  of  beauty,  fauour  and 
courtesie,  or  in  her  disposition  and  good  bringing  vp.  The  name 
of  this  fayrc  princesse  was  Adelosia.  And  when  diis  ladie  wai 
very  yong,  one  of  the  children  of  the  duke  of  Saxone,  came  to  the 
emperour's  seruice,  whose  kinsman  he  was.  This  yonge  prince, 
besides  that  he  was  ime  of  tlie  feyrest  and  ctjmliest  gentlemen  of 
Almaigne,  had  ihcrwithall,  together  with  knowledge  of  armc«,  a 
passing  skill  in  good  sciences,  which  mitigated  in  him  the  ferocitie 
both  of  his  warlike  knowledge,  and  of  the  nature  of  his  countrey. 
His  name  was  Aleranc,  who  seing  himselfe  the  yongest  of  his 
house,  and  his  inheriuiunce  very  small,  indeuoured  to  conciliate 
cuerye  man's  fauour  and  good  will,  to  reinoue  his  owne  fortune,  and 
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to  bring  himselfe  in  eateemation  with  the  emperouri  wherein  all 
thinges  hee  imployed  so  well  his  inHeuour,  as  through  his  worthi* 
nes  hee  wannc  commendation  and  report,  to  be  the  most  vaUaunte 
and  stoutest  gentleman  in  all  the  emperour's  court,  wliich  praise 
did  greatly  commend  the  lendernes  of  his  yong  yeares,  and  was 
therewithal!  so  sober,  and  of  so  gentle  spirite,  that  although  he 
excelled  bis  companions  In  all  things,  yet  he  auoyded  cause  of  of- 
fence (sliewinge  himselfe  familiar  aniongeall  the  courtiers.)  Euery 
man  (which  is  a  greate  matter)  praised  him  and  loued  him,  and  he 
thought  himself  most  happie,  that  by  any  meanes  could  fashion 
himselfe  to  imitute  the  veilue  that  made  Alerane's  name  so  rc- 
nowmed.  And  that  which  made  him  fuller  of  admiracion,  and 
brought  him  into  fauour  with  his  lord  and  maister  was,  that  vpon 
a  day  the  emperour  being  in  hunting  alone  in  the  middesofa 
launde,  and  in  a  desert  place,  it  chaunced  that  a  bcare  issuinge 
out  of  her  caue,  w«i»  itss;iyle<l  of  hunters:  tlie  fierce  beastc,  auoyd- 
inge  the  tuylcs  and  Hyinge  the  pursute  of  the  dogges,  came  with 
greate  vehemencie  and  speede  from  a  mouniaine,  and  was  vpon 
the  emperour  or  he  was  ware,  separated  from  his  companic  and 
without  his  sword.  Uiit  Alerane  by  good  fortune  was  at  hand,  who 
more  careful  for  the  safetie  of  his  prince  than  for  his  ownc  life, 
encouutred  the  beare,  and  killed  him  in  the  presence  of  the  em- 
perour and  many  other.  All  which  beholding  (to  tlieir  great  aslo- 
nishracntc)  the  dexteritic  and  hardines  of  Alerane  at  tliose  small 
yearesy  (for  then  hec  was  not  aboue  the  age  of  xvii.)  the  empe- 
rour imbracing  him,  did  highly  commende  him,  tellinge  them  that 
were  by,  that  his  life  was  saued  chiefely  by  God's  assistauuce,  and 
nexte  by  theprowesse  of  Alerane.  The  newes  hereof  was  sobruied 
abroade,  as  there  was  no  talke  but  of  the  valiaunce  and  stoutenes  of 
this  yong  man  of  warre,  which  caused  faire  Adelasia  (moued  by 
ualurall  instigation,  and  with  the  opinion  and  repurte  of  the  vertuc 
toward  in  that  yonge  prince)  lo  feele  a  certaine  thing  (I  cannot  tell 
what)  in  herminde,  which  inHamed  her  senses  and  hart.  And  she 
had  no  sooner  caste  her  eyes  vpon  Alerane,  but  loue,  whicli  had 
prepared  the  ambushe,  so  pearsed  her  delicate  breast,  as  he  toke 
ful  possession  of  her  :  in  such  wyse  fis  the  princesse  was  so  straunge- 
lye  in  loue  wyth  the  yonge  prince,  that  she  ueucr  founde  pleasure 
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and  contentmeot  but  ia  that  which  was  done  or  said  by  her  louer, 
vrhoin  she  aocompted  the  chiefe  of  all  the  men  of  his  time.  In 
this  burning  heate,  she  felt  tlie  passions  of  loue  so  vehement,  and 
his  pricks  so  sharpe,  that  she  could  not  cuaporate  the  cloudes  which 
darkened  her  spirites  and  continually  tormented  her  ininde.  And 
albeit  that  the  litle  occasion,  which  she  saw,  for  their  comminge 
together  in  time  to  come,  did  Hisswade  her  from  pursuing  the 
thing  which  she  most  desired  :  yet  the  tyrant  loue  shewed  himselfe 
very  cxtreame  in  that  diuersitie  of  thouglits,  and  varietie  of  trou- 
bles which  vexed  the  spirite  of  the  princcsse  :  forshee  could  not  so 
well  dissemble  thai,  which  honour  and  age  couimaunded  her  to 
kcepe  secrete,  but  that  Alerane  which  was  (as  we  haue  alreadie 
said)  well  expert  and  subtile,  perceiued  the  inwarde  disease  of 
Adelasia.  Morcouer  there  was  betweene  them  a  naturall  confor- 
mi tie  and  likelyhotle  of  conditions,  which  made  them  to  agree  in 
equall  desires^  to  feedc  of  like  meates,  their  passionate  mindes  were 
martired  with  equall  sorowe  and  paine,  departed  as  wel  in  the  one 
as  in  the  other.  For  AJcrane  by  taking  carefull  heede  to  the  lookes 
which  the  priucesse  continually  did  stealingly  cast  vpon  him, 
saw  the  often  and  sodainc  chaunces  of  colour,  wherein  sometimes 
appeared  ioyc,  which  by  and  by  did  ende  with  infinite  nomber  of 
sighes,  and  with  a  countenance  agreeable  to  that,  which  the  hart 
kept  secrete  and  couert,  whereby  he  assured  himselfe  rnfainedly 
to  bo  bcloued,  which  caused  him  to  do  no  lesse  (for  satisfaction  of 
such  like  meritc  and  desert  done  by  Adelasia)  but  to  beare  vnto 
her  like  affection,  forcinge  her  by  all  diligence  and  seruice  to  con- 
tinue still  that  good  will  toward  him,  yclding  himselfe  a  pray  to 
the  selfc  same  loue.  Who  ruling  thaffcctions  of  the  princessc, 
(as  bruue  and  plcasaunl  as  she  was)  made  hcrsorowfull  and  pensife, 
and  altered  her  in  such  wise  as  shoe  thought  the  compunie  wherein 
she  was  did  impeach  her  ioy,  which  companie  she  imagined  to 
conceiue  the  like  pleasure  that  she  did,  when  at  libertie  and  alone 
shccreuolued  her  troubles,  and  fansiedherconteniaiioninherminde. 
Alerane  on  the  other  side  slept  not,  but  as  ihough  he  had  receiued 
the  Hrst  wound  by  the  handes  of  the  blinde  little  archer  Cupide, 
ccoased  not  to  thinckc  of  her,  whose  image  ordinarelye  appeared 
before  bis  eyes,  as  engruuen  more  liuely  in  his  mindc  than  anve 
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•  may  be  insculped  vppon  mettall  or  marble.    And  yet  nei- 

Jic  one  nor  the  other,  dursie  discouer  the  least  passion  of  a 

i  nombcr  which  oppressed  their  besieged  hartes,  and  which 

sd   not  to  Hue  in  anye  recite  this  faire  couple  ofloyall  louers. 

fes  alone  did  thothce  of  the  tiandes  aud  tongue,  as  cruslie 

iries,  and   faithful  messengers  of  the  cfliectes  of  the  minde. 

irhich  kindled  the  6cr  moste,  was  their  frequentc  talke  toge- 

irhich  was  but  of  common  matters,  wiihoute  viteraunce  of 

ill ich  the  hart  knewe  well  enoughe,  and  whereof  the  eyes  gaue 

testimonie.     A   passion  truly  mo:it  intoUenihlc  fur  a  yonge 

esse,  as  well  because  she  ncuer  had  cx(>enenee  ofsemblable 

|as  for  her  tender  age,  and  yet  more  fur  a  naturull  abashmente 

hame,  which  with  the  vaile  of  honor  doth  fierue,  or  ought  to 

,for  a  bridle,  to  euery  ladie  couetoua  of  fame,  or  like  to  be 

tLment  or  beauty  of  her  race.  Adelasia  then  flotiog  in  the 
uous  seas  of  her  appetites,  guided  by  a  maister  which  dc- 
fti  in  the  shipwracke  of  them  he  curieth,  vanquished  with 
pioderate  rage  of  louc,  tormented  witli  grief  vnspeakeablcf 
led  with  her  owne  desires,  beinge  alone  in  her  chamber,  began 
Aplainc  her  sorowes,  and  saide :  "  Ah,  what  passion  is  it  that 
|lDwen  vnto  me,  that  ingendreth  au  obliuion  of  that  which 
Bont  to  delighte  and  conlenteme?  From  whence  comnieth 
9^'e  alteration,  and  desire  vuaccustomcd,  for  solitJirie  being 
js  the  reste  and  argumunte  of  my  troubles  *  What  diuersitics 
iaunges  be  these  that  in  this  sorte  do  poise  and  weigh  my 
It?  Ah,  Adelasia,  what  happiemiserie  dost  thou  finde  in  this 
rison,  where  pleasure  hath  no  place  till  the  euemies  haue 
Ited  the  hfe,  with  a  million  of  painefull  and  daungcrous  tra- 
'  What  is  this  to  say,  but  thai  againste  the  nature  of  maidens 
^reres  I  will  not,  or  cannot  be  quiet  day  nor  night,  but  take 
kst  and  feeding  vpon  cares  and  thoughtes  ?  Alackc,  I  thought 
9  fiuishe  my  sorowes  and  griefe&,  when  (being  alone)  I 
to  frame  the  plot  of  my  tormentes  and  paines,  with  so  many 
and  deuises  in  my  fansic,  as  I  do  make  wishes  and  requestcs 
he  ihini;  1  loue  and  estccme  aboue  all,  vppon  which  all 
jfiections  do  depende  and  take  their  beginning.  What  is 
I'Saye,  but  that  my  maydes  do   offende  mee,  when  with 
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discrete  wordcs  they  go  about  to  diuert  me  from  my  follies  ond 
piea^unt  noysome  thougbtes  ?  Wherefore  should  not  I  take  in 
good  part  the  care  which  they  hauc  of  my  heallb,  aod  the  paiae 
which  they  take  to  remember  me  of  my  torment  i  Alas,  they  know 
not  wherein  consisteth  ilie  force  of  mine  euil,  and  much  lesse  is  it 
in  their  power  to  remedie  the  same.  Kucn  so  I  would  haue  none 
other  plaisier  but  him  that  hath  giuen  me  the  wound,  nor  none 
otiier  meate  but  the  hunger  that  drieth  me  vp,  I  craue  none  other 
comfort  but  the  fire  which  burncih  mee  continuallye,  the  force 
wherof  pearceth  the  sucke  und  marie  within  my  bonea.  Ah  Ale- 
rane,  Alerane,  tike  Houre  and  mirror  of  all  prowesse  and  beautie: 
it  is  thou  alone  that  liuestc  in  mec,  of  whom  my  minde  conceyueth 
his  hope,  and  the  hart  his  nourishment.  Alas:  that  thy  wortfai- 
nes  should  he  the  ouerthrow  of  mine  honour,  and  thy  perfection 
the  imperfection  of  my  life.  Ah  loue,  loue,  how  diuersly  thou 
dealest  with  mcc.  For  seing  mine  Aicrane,  1  am  attached  with 
heate  in  the  middes  of  ise  that  is  fullcolde.  In  thinking  of  him^  I 
do  both  rest  and  trauaile  continually.  >iowe  1  flee  from  him,  and 
sodainly  againe  I  desire  him.  In  hearing  him  speake,  the  suger 
and  hony,  that  distilleth  from  his  mouth,  is  the  contentmente  of 
my  minde,  till  such  time  as  his  words  appeure  to  be  different  from 
my  desire.  For  then,  all  Lord  :  my  rest  is  conuerted  into  extreme 
trauaile,  thy  honye  into  gall,  and  wormewoode  more  bitter  than 
bitterues  it  selfe,  the  hope  of  my  minde  is  become  dispayre  so  hor- 
rible, as  the  same  onely  wil  breede  vnio  me,  (if  God  hauc  not  piitie 
vpon  me)  a  short  recourse  of  death."  After  these  wordes,  shee 
rested  a  longe  time  without  speaking,  her  armes  a  crosse,  and  her 
eyes  eleuate  on  highe,  which  ranne  downe  like  a  ryuer  of  teares, 
and  seemed  to  be  so  rauished,  as  a  man  would  huue  iudged  her  ra- 
ther a  thing  witbouie  life,  than  a  creature  sensible,  and  labouring 
for  life,  till,  recouering  her  spirites  againe,  as  comming  from  an 
extasie  andsounde,  she  begunne  her  plaintes  againe  in  this  sort: 
"  What  r  must  such  a  princcsse  as  I  am,  abase  my  selfe  to  ioue  her 
owne subject,  yea  and  her  kinseman,  and  specially  not  knowing  yet 
how  his  minde  is  disposed  ?  Shall  1  be  so  vnshamefast,  and  voyde  of 
reason,  to  surrender  my  selfe  to  anye  other  but  to  him,  whom  God 
and  fortune  hath  promised  to  be  my  espouse  ?  Rather  death  shall 
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tof  the  ihrcdcof  my  ycrcs,  than  I  wil  contaminate  my  chastitie, 
or  that  aoy  olhereuioy  the  floureof  my  virginilie,  than  he  to  whom 
I  shal  be  tied  in  mariagc.  Ah:  1  say  and  pruinise  muche,  but 
there  is  a  tormenter  in  my  mindc  which  dealeth  so  rigorouslic  with 
my  reason,  as  I  cannot  tel  whcrupon  wel  to  determine.  1  dare 
not  thincke  (which  aUo  I  ought  not  to  do)  that  Aleraneisso  foolish 
to  despise  the  loue  of  one,  that  is  the  chit'feste  of  the  doughtcrs 
of  the  greatest  monarches  of  (he  world,  and  much  lesse  that  bee 
should  forget  himselfe,  in  such  wise  to  forsake  niec,  huuing  once 
enioyed  the  best  and  dearest  thing  tliat  is  in  mee,  and  whereof  I 
meane  to  make  him  the  onelye  and  peaceable  possessor.  Truly 
the  vertuc,  gentlenes,  and  good  nurriture  of  Alerane,  doe  not  pro- 
mise suchc  treason  in  him,  and  that  great  beautie  ufhis,  cannot  tell 
how  to  hyde  such  rigur  as  bee  will  refuse  one  that  is  no  deformed 
and  ill  fiiuoured  creature,  and  which  loueth  him  with  such  sinceri- 
ties as  wher  she  shall  lose  the  meanes  to  cnioy  him,  there  shec  shal 
feele,  euen  forihwilh,  the  miserable  ende  of  her  sorowfuU  dayes." 
And  then  againe  she  helde  her  peace,  tossed  and  tunnoiled  with 
diuers  ihougbtes  fleetinge  betweene  hope  and  feare;  by  and  by  she 
purposed  to  deface  from  her  hart  the  memorie  of  loue,  which  al- 
readie  had  taken  to  faste  footinge,  and  would  not  be  separated  from 
the  thing,  which  heauen  himselfc  seemed  to  haue  prej)ared,  for 
the  perfection  and  glorie  of  his  triumphc.  Loue  then  consirayned 
her,  to  resolue  vppoa  her  laste  determination,  llien  continuinge 
her  tulke,  sighing  without  ceasing,  she  said:  "  Chaunce  wliat 
may  to  the  vttcrmost,  1  can  but  wander  like  a  vagabondc  and 
fugiiiue  with  mine  owne  Alerane  (if  bee  will  shew  mee  so  much 
pleasure  to  accept  mee  for  bis  own):  for  sure  I  am,  the  emperour 
wil  neuer  abide  the  mariuge,  which  1  haue  promised :  and  sooner 
will  I  die,  than  another  shall  possessc  that  which  Alerane  alone  de- 
serueth  :  hauinge  a  lung  time  vowed  and  dedicated  the  same  vnio 
him.  And  afterwards  let  the  vulgar  sort  blabbe  what  lliey  liste  of 
the  bolde  .md  foolishe  enterprises  of  Adelasia,  when  my  harte  is 
contented  and  desire  satisfyed,  and  Alerane  enioyelb  her  that 
ioueth  him  more  than  her  selfe.  Loue  verily  is  not  liable  to  the 
fansieof  the  parentes,  nor  yet  to  the  will  euen  of  them  that  sub- 
iungate  themsclucs  to  his  lawes.     And   besides  that  I   shall  not 
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be  alone  amongest  princesses,  that  haue  forsaken  parentes  ar 
countries,  to  folow  their  loue  into  strauoge  regions.  Faire  Helena^ 
the  Greeke  did  not  she  abandon  Menclaus  her  husbaode  and 
the  rich  citie  of  Sparta,  to  follow  the  faire  Troiao  Alexander 
sailing  to  Troie?  Phedria  and  Ariadne,  despised  the  delicates  of 
Crete,  lefte  her  father  a  very  old  man,  to  go  with  the  Cecropian 
Theseus.  None  forced  Medea  the  wise  furious  lady  (but  loue)  to 
departe  the  isle  of  Colchoa,  her  owne  natioe  couatrey,  wyih  the 
Argonaute  loAon.  O  good  God,who  can  resist  the  force  of  loue,  to 
whom  so  many  kinges,  so  many  monarches,  so  many  wise  men  of 
al  ages  haue  done  their  homage  f  Surely  the  same  is  the  onely 
cause  that  compelleth  me  (in  makinge  my  selfe  bolde)  to  forget 
my  dutie  towardes  my  parentes^  and  specially  mine  honour,  which 
I  shall  leaue  to  be  reasoned  vpon  by  the  ignoraunt  which  consi- 
dereth  nothing  but  that  which  is  exteriourly  ofired  to  the  viewe  of 
the  sighte.  Ah:  how  much  I  deceiuemy  selfe,  and  make  arecken- 
inge  of  much  without  mine  hoste:  and  what  know  I  if  Alerane 
(although  hee  do  loue  me)  will  loose  the  good  grace  of  the  empe- 
rour,  and  forsake  his  goods,  and  (so  it  maye  bee)  to  hazard  his  life, 
totokeso  poorcand  miserable  a  woman  as  1  am  P  Notwithstanding 
1  wil  proue  fortune,  death  is  the  worst  that  can  chaunce,  which  [ 
wil  accelerate  rather  than  my  desire  shall  loose  his  effecte."  Thus 
the  fayre  and  wise  princcssc  concluded  her  vnhappie  state:  and 
all  this  time  her  best  frende  Alerane,  remained  in  greate  affliction^ 
and  fell  such  feare  as  cannot  be  expressed  with  woordes,  onely 
true  loucrs  know  the  force,  altogether  like  to  that  wherof  the  yong 
prince  had  experience,  and  durst  not  discooer  his  euill  to  her,  that 
was  able  to  giue  him  her  allegeaunce,  much  leese  to  disclose  it  to 
any  denre  frende  of  his,  into  whose  secrecie  he  was  wont  to  com- 
mit the  most  parte  of  his  cares,  which  was  the  cause  that  made 
him  feele  his  hart  to  bume  likealitle  tier  in  the  middes  of  acleare 
riuer,  and  saw  him  selfe  ouerwhelmed  within  the  waters,  hotter 
than  those  that  be  intermixed  with  sulphure,  and  do  enaporate 
and  sende  forth  ardente  smokes  in  an  .^ihna  hill  or  Vesuue  moun- 
lainc.  The  princesse  impaciente  to  endure  so  long,  could  no  longer 
kcepe  secrete  the  flames  bidden  within  her,  without  telling  and 
vticringe  them  to  some,  whom  her  minde  liked  best,  and  thereto 
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r  them  wher  she  thought  they  toke  their  essense  and  bcingc, 

tge  away   all  shame  and   teore,   which   accustomahtie  doih 

me  ladies  of*  her  estate  and  age.     One  day  she  toke  secretly 

rone  that  was  her  gouemesse  named  Kadegondc,  a  gentJe- 

ro,  so  vertuous,  wise  and  sober,  as  anye  other  that  was  in  the 

roar's  courte.  who  for  her  approued  manners  and  chasie  hfe, 

\ie  charge  of  the  bringing  vppc  and  nourishing  of  Adetasia 

her  infancio.     To  this  gentlewoman  then  the  amorous  prin- 

deliberated  to  communicate  her  secretes,  and  to  let  her  vn- 

faldc  her  passion,  that  slice  might  finde  some  remedie.     And 

*t  purpose  they  two  retired  alone  witliin  a  closet,  the  poore 

iremblinge  like  a  leafe  (at  the  blaste  of  the  weasteme  winde, 

tthe  aunne  beginneih  to  spread    his   beames)  sighinge   so 

dy,  as  if  her  bodye  and   soule  woulde  haue  departed,  said 

The  trust  which  euer  I  haue  found  in  that  nalurall  good- 

[appeareth  to  be  in  you,  my  mother  and  wclbeloued  tadie, 

Ivi'ilh  discretion  and  tidelitie,  wherwilh   all  3'otir  nctes  and 

|s  be  recommended,  do  presently   assure  me,  and  make  me 

m   (his  my  trouble,   ro  participate  vnto  you    my  secretes, 

be  of  greater  importance  without  comparison,  than  anye 

uer  I  tolde  you,  perswoding  my  selfe  that  the  thing  which  I 

Bell  you,  whatsoeuer  it  be  (he  it  good  or  ill)  you  will  accept 

^che  wyse,  as  your  wisedomc  requireth,  and  to  kecpe  it  so 

b  the  secrete  of  such  a  ladie  as  1  am  doth  deseruc.     And  that 

B  not  holde  you  longc  in  double  what  it  is,  know  ye,  that  of 

(ft  valor,  prowesse,  bcautye,  and  curtesie  of  Senior  Alerane  of 

f  hath  founde  such  place  in  my  hart,  as  (in  despite  of  my 

Bm  so  in  loue  with  him,  that  my  life  is  not  deare  vnto  me 

this  sake,  my  hart  taketh  no  pleasure  but  in  his  glorie  and 

jhaaitige  chosen  him  so  vertuous  a  prince  for  my  frend,  and 

f  (by  Gotl's  sufieraunce)  for  my  lawfull  spouse  and  husband. 

bssaied  a  thousand  meanes,  and  so  manye  wayes,  to  cast  him 

ito  blot  him  out  of  my  remembraunce:  but,  alas!  vnhappie 

^  fortune  is  so  froward  and  so  vnniercifull  to  my  endeuour, 

more  1   labour  and  go  aboute  to  extinguishe  in  me,  the 

|e  of  his  name  and  commendable  vertaes,  ho  much  the  more 

large  and  augmvnte  them,  the  flames  of  which  loue  do  take 
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•uch  increase,  as  T  do  litleornoihingr  esteeme  ray  life  without  the 
enioyingc  tlie  eflfecte  of  my  desire,  and  the  taste  of  suche  licour, 
which  nourishing  my  hope  in  pleasure,  may  quenche  the  fier  that 
duth  consume  me:  othemise  I  see  no  meanes  possible  but  that  I 
am  constravned,  either  to  lose  my  good  wittes  (whereof  alreadye  I 
feele  iovae  alienation)  or  toende  luy  dayea  with  extreme  anguUhe, 
and  insupportable  htirtes  sorowe.  Alas,  I  know  well  that  I  shall 
loose  my  time,  if  I  attempt  to  pray  the  empcronr  my  father  to 
giuc  me  Alerane  to  husbande,  sith  he  doth  already  practise  a  m^ 
riage  bctwene  the  king  uf  Hungarie  and  mc  :  and  also  that  Alerane 
(although  he  be  a  prince  of  so  noble  bloud  and  honourable  house, 
as  the  Saxon  is)  yet  he  is  to  base  to  be  sonne  in  lawe  to  an  empe- 
rour.  In  these  my  distresses,  it  is  of  you  alone,  of  whom  1  loofce 
foraydeand  counsaile,  beinge  cerlaine  of  your  prudence  and  good 
iudgcment:  and  therefore  I  pray  you  to  haue  pitie  vpon  mee,  and 
haue  remorse  vpon  this  immoderate  passion,  that  doth  tormente 
tnee  beyonde  measure."  Hadt^gonde  hearing  Adelasia  disclose 
this  taike,  wherof  she  would  neuer  haue  thought,  was  so  confound- 
ed and  astoncd,  that  of  long  time  she  could  not  spcake  a  word, 
holding  her  head  downe,  reuoluing  a  thousand  diuers  matters  in 
her  minde,knewe  not  well  what  to  aunswere  tlie  princesse.  Finally 
gaiheringe  her  spirites  vnto  her,  shee  aunswered  her  with  teares 
in  her  eyes,  saying:  "  Alas,  madame  what  is  that  you  saye?  Is  it 
possible  that  the  wisest,  vertuous,  and  most  curteous  princesse  of 
Europa could  suffer  herselfe  in  this  sort  (through  her  onely  aduise) 
to  be  transported  to  her  owne  affections  and  scnsuall  appetites  f 
Is  it  well  doen  that  you  seing  in  me,a  discretion  and  modestie,  doe 
not  imitate  the  puritie  thereof?  Be  these  the  godly  admonicions 
which  heretofore  I  haue  giuen  you,  that  you  will  so  lightly  detile 
your  father's  house  with  the  blot  of  infaroie,  and  your  self  with 
eternal  reproch?  )^'ould  you,  madame,  that  vpon  the  ende  of  my 
yeares  I  should  begin  to  betraye  my  lord  the  cmpcrour,  who  hath 
committed  to  my  hands  the  most  precious  iewell  of  his  house? 
Shal  1  be  so  vnconstant  In  mine  old  dayes  to  become  an  vnsbame- 
fast  minister  of  your  fonde  and  fuolishe  loue,  a  thing  which  1 
neuer  did  in  the  ardent  time  of  youth  i  Alas,  madamr,  forget  I 
beseech  you  this  folish  order,  cast  vnder  your  fccte  this  determi- 
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n    wickedly  begonne,  such  aa  to   ihe    blcmishinge  of  the 
arable  brightnes  of  your  fame,  maye  cause  the  ruiue  of  vsall. 
w  the  couDseU  of  your  deare  nourice  Kadegonde,  whoe  loaeth 
■etter  than  herowne  soule:  quenche  these  noisome  and  parch- 
9ames  which  haue  kindled,  aud  throwen  forth  their  sparke* 
foar  chast  and  tender  harte.    Take  heede,  I  beseech  you, 
ivaine  hope  doe  not  decciue  yo«»  and  a  foolishe  desire  abuse 
^las,  thincke  that  it  h  the  parte  of  a  sage  and   prudente 
&,  to  restraine  tlie  first  motions  of  cuerye  passion,  and  to 
*  the  rage  that  riseth  in  our  willes,  and  the  same  very  oft  by 
ssion  of  titne,  bringeth  to  it  selfc  to  late  and  noysome  repen- 
This  your  thought  procedeib  not  of  loue:  for  hee  tliat 
keth  tosustaine  himselfe  with  venim  sugred  with  that  drogue, 
'  ende  he  seeih  himselfe  so  desperatly  impoysoncd,  as  onely 
is  the  remedie  for  suche  dUease:  a  louer  truly  may  be 
the  slaue  of  a  tyrant  most  violent,  cruell,  and  bloudic  that 
»e  found,  whose  yoke  once  put  on,  can  not  be  put  of,   but 
paiofut  sorowe  and  vnspenkeable  displeasure.     Do  you  not 
madame,  that  loue  and  follie  bo  two  passions  so  like  one  an 
that  they  engender  like  effectcs  in  the  minds  of  those  that 
Bsesse  them  :  in  such  wise  as  the  affection  of  the  paciente 
I  be  concealed  ?  Alas,  what  shall  become  of  you  and  him  that 
lueso  well,  if  the  emperour  do  know  and  perceiue  your  light 
nd  determinations.     Shew  madame,  for  God's  sake,  what  you 
Bt  the  ripe  fruits  of  your  prudence  so  long  time  tilled,  appeare 
(  to  tiie   worlde:  expell  from  30U  this  vuruled  loue,  which 
suffer  frankly  to  enter  into  your  hart,  assure  your  selfe  he 
tesuch  holdfaste  of  the  place,  that  when  you  thinrke  to  ex- 
ile cnemie  out,  it  is  he  that  will  driue  away  that  small  por- 
' force  and  reason  tliat  resteth  in  you:  and  then  the  comfort 
T  miseries,  wil   be   the  Inmeniation  of  your  losses,  and  a 
repentauncc  for  that  which  cunnot  be  by  any  meanes  re* 
Adelasia  burning  in  loue  and  fretting  with  anger,  not 
ilbide  conirarie  replieto  herminde,  began  to  loke  furiouslie 
le  ladie  that  gaue  her  suche   holsome    admonicion,    to 
ie  said  with  more  than  womanly  stoutnes,  these  words ; 
rhat  are  you,  good  gentlewoman,  that  dare  so  hardly  pre> 
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scribe  lawcs  to  loue  that  is  not  snbicct  or  tied  vnto  the  fantasie  of 
menf  Who  hathgiuea  you  commission  to  take  the  matter  so  hole 
against  that  [  haue  determined  to  doe,  say  you  what  you  can  f 
No,  nuj  I  loue  Alerane  and  will  loue  him  whatsoeuer  come  of  it : 
and  si  the  lean  haue  none  other  heipe  at  your  handes,  or  ineete 
counsell  for  mine  ease  and  comfort:  be  assured  that  I  wil  ende- 
uour  to  Hnde  it  in  my  sclfe:  and  likewise  to  prouide  so  well  as  I 
can  for  mine  affaires,  that  eschewing  the  alliaunce  wliich  the 
eraperour  prepareth,  I  will  iiue  ut  hartes  ease  with  him,  whom  (ia 
vaine)  you  go  about  to  put  out  of  my  remembraunce :  and  if  so 
be  1  chaunce  to  favle  of  my  purpose,  I  haue  a  medicine  for  my 
calamities  which  is  death,  the  laste  refuge  of  all  miseries:  which 
will  be  right  pleasaunt  vnto  me,  ending  my  life,  in  the  contempla- 
tion and  memorie  of  the  sincere  and  perl'ecte  loue  that  I  beare  to 
mine  Alerane."  Rade^onde  no  Icsse  abashed,  than  surprised  with 
feare,hearinge  the  resolution  of  the  princesse, could  not  at  the  first 
make  any  aunsuere,  but  to  make  her  recourse  to  teares,  the  most 
familiar  weapons  that  women  haue.  Then  seing  by  the  coonte- 
naunces  of  Adelasia,  that  the  passion  had  set  in  foote  to  deepe 
for  any  to  attempt  to  plucke  oute  the  rootes,  from  that  time  forth 
shee  wiped  her  eyes,  not  without  euident  demonstration  (for  all 
that)  of  her  great  griefe  conceyued,  with  intinite  sighes,  turning 
her  tace  to  the  ladie,  shee  said  to  her  witli  pleasaunter  counte- 
naance  than  before :  "  Madame,  sith  your  mishap  is  such  as 
witlioute  Alerane  you  cannot  bee  quiet  or  pacifyed  in  minde, 
appease  your  plaintes,  wipe  awaye  your  teares,  shew  your  counte- 
naunce  loyful,  and  setting  aside  all  care,  put  on  good  corage.  and 
repose  in  mee  all  your  anguishe  and  trouble.  For  I  doe  promise 
you  and  sweare  by  the  fayth  that  I  do  owe  you  madame,  come 
whatsoeuer  shall  vnto  me,  1  will  deuise  in  practising  your  rest 
to  beginne  mine  owne  sorow.  And  then  you  shall  see  how  much 
I  aui  your  frend,  and  that  the  words  which  I  haue  spoken  do  not 
proceede  els  where,  but  from  the  desire  that  I  haue  to  doe  yoo 
seruice,  seeking  al  wayes  possible  youraduauncement."  Adelasia 
at  these  last  words  felt  such  a  motion  in  her  minde,  as  much  a 
doe  she  had  for  the  exceeding  great  ioy  and  pleasure  she  cod- 
ceiuedy  to  staie  her  soute  from  leapinge  forth  of  that  corporall 
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(like  the  spirite  of  that  Roinnine  Udic  which  once  ]eft« 

bodye  to  descencle  iutu  the  Elisien  fields^  to  vse  the  perfeo- 

of  her   ioy  with  the  blessed  soules   there,  wheo  she  saw  her 

e  retorne  safe  and  sounde  from  the  batlaile  of  Thiusimene 

ies   tiie  lake   of   Peruse,  whtfre    the   consult   Flainmius   was 

come  by  Hanniball):  but  io  theeadcy  the  hope  to  haue  that 

:h  Radegonde  had  promised^  made  her  to  receiiie  hart  againe, 

to  clepe  her  couiiiielerr  ^yingc:    "  God  forbid,  deare  mother, 

the  thing  you  do  for  me  should  rebounde  to  your  mishap  or 

»ntentmente,  sithe  the  affection  whieh  you  haue  consisteth  ia 

onely  pitie  and  conseruation  of  a   poore  afflicted  maiden. 

your  desire  tendeth  to  the  deliuerance  of  the  maste  passionate 

*sse  that  euer  was  borne  of  mother :  and  beleeue  tliat  fortune 

bee  8o   fauourable,  that  what  mischicfc  soeuer  chaunce>  you 

yninge  without  paine,  1  shall  be  shee  that  alone  shal  beare 

lenauDce :  wherefore  once  ngaine  I  beseech  you,  (sayd  shee 

acinge  Radegonde)  to  bringe  that  to  passe  whereof  you  giue 

fid  hope."    "  Care  not  you  madamc,"  sayde  Radegonde  "  I 

!  within  a  while  to  make  you  pruue  ihecfTecteof  my  promise: 

rill  cause  you  to  speake  vnto  him  whom  you  desire  sorauche: 

^  meerye  and  forgette  these  straunge  fashions,  in  torment* 

fDur  setfc  so  muche  before  your  maides,  to  the  intente  that, 

I  hitherto  hath  bio  kepte  secrete,  maye  not  be  reueyled  to 

^at  shame  and  hinderaunce,  and  to   the  vtter  ruine  and 

irow  of  me."     During  all  this  time,  Aleraue  hued   in  des- 

and  hardy  cowardise,  for  uldiough   he  sawe  the  amorous 

of  Adelasia,  yet  he  durst  fixe  no  certain   judgement  of  his 

tatisfaction,  although  his  harle  tolde  him,  that  he  waii  her 

&uoured  friend,  and  promised  him  that,  which  almost  he 

to  thinkc,  whiche  was  to  haue  her  one  day  for  friend,  if  the 

lof  spouse  were   refused.     Thus   tormented  with   ioye  and 

||8ure,  wandering  hetwene  doubt  and  assuraunce  of  that  he 

^  the  selfe  same  daye  titat  Adelasia  practised  with  Rade- 

L  for  the  obtaining  ofherioy,  and  secrete  ministcrie  of  her 

pe  cnired  alone  into  a  garden,  into  whiche  the  prince&se 

ifit  had  prospect,  and  after  he  had  walked  there  a  good  space 

|illey,  viewing  diligently  the  order  of  the  fruitful  trees  of  so 
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diuers  soites,  as  there  be  varietie  of  colours,  with  m  a  (aire  meade, 
during  the  verdure  of  the  spring  time,  and  of  so  good  and  sauor- 
ours  tasie  as  the  h&rtc  of  man  could  wjrshe:  he  repaired  vnder  a 
laurel  iree  so  well  spred  and  adorned  with  leaues,  about  whiche 
tree  you  might  haue  seene  an  in6nite  number  of  myrtle  trees  of 
imell  odoriferous  and  sweete,  of  oringe  trees  laden  with  vnripe 
fruite,  of  pliable  mastickes  and  tender  tamcriskes:  and  there  he 
fetched  his*  walkes  a  long  the  thycke  and  greenc  hcrhcs,  behold- 
ing the  varietie  of  tloures^  whiche  decked  and  bpntitificd  the  place, 
Willi  tlieir  liuely  and  natural  I  colours.  lie  then  rauit>hed  in  this 
contemplation,  remembring  her  which  was  the  pleasure  and  tor- 
ment of  his  minde,  in  sighing  wise  began  to  saye :  "  O  that  the 
hcauens  be  not  propitious  and  fauourable  to  my  indeuours :  sithe 
that  in  the  raiddes  of  my  ioliiies,  t  fcle  a  new  pleasaunt  displea- 
sure, which  doth  aduihilate  all  other  solace,  but  that  which  I  re- 
ceiue  tlirough  the  image  painted  in  my  horte,  of  that  diaioe 
beautie,  whiche  is  more  varieted  in  perfection  of  pleasures,  than 
this  paradise  and  delicious  place,  in  varietie  of  enamel  and  paint- 
ing, although  that  nature  and  art  of  man,  haue  workemanlye 
trauailed  to  declare  and  set  forth  tlieir  knowledge  and  diligence. 
Ah,  Adelasia,  the  fairest  lady  of  al  faire  and  most  excellent  prio- 
ccsse  of  the  earth :  Is  it  not  possible  for  me  to  feede  so  well  of  the 
viewe  and  contemplation  of  thy  heaucnly  and  angelicall  face,  as  I 
doe  of  the  sight  of  these  fairc  and  sundry  coloured  floures  ?  may  it 
not  be  brought  to  passe  that  1  may  smell  that  swete  breath  which 
respireih  through  thy  delicate  mouth,  being  none  other  thing 
than  baulme  muske,  and  aumbre,  yra  and  that  which  is  more  pre- 
cious, and  for  the  raritie  and  valour  hath  no  name,  euen  as  I  do 
smell  the  roses,  pincks,  and  violets,  hanging  ouer  my  head,  frankely 
offering  themselues  into  my  handes  i  Ah,  infortunate  Aterane, 
there  is  no  floure  that  ought  to  be  so  handled,  nor  sauor,  the 
Bwetnesse  whereof  ought  not  to  bee  sentcd  without  desert  merited 
before.  Ah!  loue,  loue,  that  thou  hast  fixed  my  minde  vpoa  so 
high  thinges :  alas  I  feare  an  oft'ence  so  daungerous,  which  in  the 
ende  will  brecde  my  death  ;  and  yet  1  can  not  withdrawe  my 
baru  from  that  sincke  of  loue,  although  1  would  force  my  sclfe  to 
expell  it  from  me:  alas^  I  haue  red  of  him  so  many   times,  and 
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auc  heard  t.iihe  of  his  force,  as  I  am  afraid  to  boordc  hiru,  and 

\yei  feare  1  iihall  not  escape  his  gutfc.  Alas,  1  knowe  well  ii  is  he, 
of  whom  is  engendrcct  a  litle  inirth  and  laughing,  after  whiche 
doth  followc  B  thousandc  tearcs  and  weapinges,  which  for  a 
pleasure  that  passcth  away  so  sone  as  the  wliirlewinde,  doth  giue 
TB  ouer  to  great  repentaunce,  the  sorowe  whereof  endureth  a  long 
time,  and  sometimes  his  bitterncssc  accompanieih  vs  euen  to  the 
giaue.     The  pacientes  that  be  tainted  with  that  amorous  feuer, 

'  although  continually  they  dye,  yet  they  can  not  wholy  see  and 
perceiue  the  default  and  lacke  of  their  life,  albeit  they  do  wyshe 
und  desire  it  still.  But,  alas»  what  mishap  is  this  that  1  doe  see  the 
poyson  whiche  causctli  my  mischiefc,  and  doe  knowe  the  waye  to 
Tcmedyc  the  same,  and  yet  neuerthelcssc  I  can  not  or  will  not  re- 
Gouer  the  hclpe:  did  euer  man  heare  athiiig  sostraunge,  asasicke 

i'lnan  seking  helpc  and  fynding  recoueric,  should  yet  reiecte  it?** 
Saying  so,  he  wepic  and  sygbed  so  piteouslye  as  a  litle  cbylde 
tlireated  by  his  mother  the  nourice.     Then  romiog  vp  and  downe 

[vppon  the  grasse,  he  seemed  rather  to  be  a  man  straught  and 
bounde  with  chumes,  than  like  one  that  had  his  wittcs  and  vnder- 
standmg.  Ai'terwardcs  being  come  againe  to  hiroseJfe,  hee  retoura- 
ed  to  his  6rste  taike,  saying :  •*  But  what  ?  am  I  more  wyse,  more 
constant  and  perfccte,  than  so  many  emperours,  kynges,  princes, 
and  greate  lordes,  who  notwithstanding  their  force,  wisedome,  or 
riches,  haue  bene  tributarle  loloue^  The  tamer  aud  subduer  of 
monsters  and  tyrants,  Hercules,  (vanquished  by  the  snares  of  loue) 
did  not  he  handle  the  distafie  in  stead  of  his  mightie  mace?  The 
strong  and  inuincible  Achilles,  was  not  he  sacrificed  totheshadowe 
of  Hector  vnder  the  colour  of  loue,  to  celebrate  holy  mariage  with 
Polixena,  doughtcr  to  kingPriamusf  The  great  dictator  lulius 
CiEsar,  the  conquerour  of  so  many  people,  armies,  captaines,  and 
kinges,  was  ouercome  with  the  bcautie  and  good  grace  of  Cleo- 
patra, queene  of  £gipt.  Augustus  his  successour,  attired  lyke  a 
woman,  by  a  yeoman  of  his  chamber,  did  he  not  take  away  Liuia 
£rom  him  that  was  6rst  maried  vnto  her?  and  that  conunon  enemy 
of  man  and  of  all  corlesie,  Claudius  Nero,  appeased  yet  some  of 
his  furic  for  the  loue  of  his  ladie  ?  What  straunge  things  did  the 
learned,  wise  and  veriuous  monarche  Marcus  Aurelius  iodure  of  hit 
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well  beloned  Fanstine?  and  thatgreato  captaine  Marcns  Antonius 
the  very  terror  of  the  Romnine  people  and  the  feare  of  straung 
and  barbarous  nations  did  homage  to  the  child  Cupido  for  tlie 
beautic  of  quecnc  Cleopatra,  which  aftcrwardos  was  the  cause  of 
bis  vttcr  ouerthrow.  But  what  mcane  I  to  alledge  and  remember 
the  number  of  loucrs,  being  so  infinite  as  they  be  f  Wherfore  haue 
the  poetes  in  time  past  fained  in  their  teamed  and  deuine  bookes 
the  louesof  lupiicr,  Apollo,  and  Mars,  but  that  euery  man  may 
knowc  the  force  of  louc  to  be  so  puissaunt  as  tlie  gods  them- 
selues  haue  felt  his  force  to  be  inuincible  and  ineuitable  ?  AU  :  if 
sometimes  a  gentleman  be  excufic<t  for  abassing  himself  to  loue  a 
woman  of  base  birth  and  bloud,  why  should  1  bee  accused  or  ap- 
prehended for  louing  the  daughter  of  the  chiefest  prince  of 
Europe  ?  Is  it  for  the  greatnesse  of  her  house  and  antiquitie  of  her 
raccf  Why,  that  is  all  one  betwene  vs  iwoojand  loke  his  original 
of  the  place,  whereof  at  this  daye  my  father  is  the  chiefe  and  prin- 
cipal!. And  admitte  that  Adelasia  be  the  doughter  of  an  empe* 
rour:  ah,  loue  hath  no  regarde  to  persons,  houses,  or  riches,  ratber 
is  he  of  greater  commendation  whose  enterpryscsare  moste  famous 
and  haute  gestes  exiende  their  flight  fane  of.  Now  resteth  then 
to  deuise  meanes  how  to  make  her  vndcrstand  my  payne :  for  I 
am  assured  that  she  louetb  me,  sauing  that  her  honour  Rnd  yong 
yeres  doe  let  her  to  make  it  appeare  more  manifest:  but  it  is  my 
propre  dutic  to  make  rcqueste  for  the  same,  considering  her  merited 
and  my  small  desertes  in  respect  of  her  perfections.  Ah :  Aleranc, 
thou  must  vnlose  the  tongue  which  so  long  time  hnth  ben  tied  vp, 
through  to  much  fondc  and  fearful  shame.  Set  aside  the  feare  of 
perill,  whatsoeuer  it  be,  for  thou  canst  not  imployc  thy  selfe  more 
gloriously  tlian  vpon  the  pursuit  of  suche  a  treasure  that  semeth 
to  be  rescrued  for  the  fame  of  thy  mind  so  highly  placed,  which 
con  not  attaine  greater  perfections,  except  the  heaueus  do  frame 
in  their  impressions  a  seeonde  Adelasia  (of  M'hom  I  think  dame 
nature  her  selfe  hath  broken  the  moulde)  who  can  not  shake  of 
Aleranc  fi-onx  the  chiefest  place,  in  whom  he  hath  layd  the  founda- 
tion of  his  ioye  that  he  hopeth  to  finde  in  loue."  During  these 
complaintes,  Kadegonde,  that  sawe  him  rauished  in  that  exlasie, 
coniecturing  the  cause  of  his  being  alone,  caused  him  to  be  called 
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page!  who  he:iring  that,  was  surprised  %vith  a  new  feare  in- 

,xl  with  a  secrete  pleasure,  knowing  very  well,  that  she  being 

louernesse  of  his  lady,  vnderstode  the  greatest  priulties  of  her 

f  hoping  also  that  she  brought  him  gladsome  aewcs,  and 

ig  a  good  chrrc  vpon  his  t'uce  all  mated  and  confused  for 

rlespAst,  hec  repayred  to  the  lady  messanger,  who  was  no  lesse 

oed,  for  the  tale  that  she  must  tell,  than  he  was  afeard  and 

te,  by  sight  of  her  whom  he  thonght  did  bring  tlie  areste 

ietermination,  either  of  ioye  or  of  displeasure.    After  curtesie 

relcoms  done  betwene  them,  the  lady  preambled  a  certayae 

discourse  touching  the  matter,  to  do  the  Saxon  prince  to 

stande  the  gO(.>d    will   and  tinny   loue  of  Adelasia  towarde 

praying  him  that  the  same  might  not  be  discouered,  sith  the 

of  his  lady  did  consiste  in    tlie  secrecie   thereof,  assuring 

that  he  was  so  in  fauour  with  the  priucesse  as  any  true  and 

ill  louer  could  desire  to  be  for  his  content.     I  leaue  to  your 

(eration,  in   what  sodaync  ioye  Alerooe  was,  hearing  suche 

luie  newes  vvhichc  he  loked  not  for,  and  thought  he  was  not 

>  render  sufficient  thankcs  to  the  messanger,  and  much  lesse 

elc  the  beautie  and   curtesie  of  his  lady,  who  without  any 
lerites  done  l>efore,  (as  be  thought)  had  him  in  so  good  rc- 
raunce.     Bcseching  moreouer  Radegonde,  that  she  would 
tOame  do  Immbte  commendations  to  his  lady,  and  therewith 
jSrrae  her  in  ilie  assuraunce  of  his  perfect  good  will,  and  im- 
le  desire, euerlnstingly  athercommaundement,  onety  praying 
It  he  might  saye  vnto  Adelasia  three  wordes  in  secrete,  to 
Itshee  might  perceiue  his  liarte,  and  see  the  affection  where- 
e  desire<i  to  obey  her  al  the  dais  of  his  life.     The  messanger 
\  him   of  ul  that  he   re<]uired,  and  instructed  him  what  he 
doe  for  the  accomplishement  of  that  he  loked  for,  which 
at  the  next  day  at  night  ^he  would  cause  him  to  come  into 
Vierobe,  which   was  adioyning  to  the  chamber  of  his  lady, 
mde  that  when  her  maydes  were  a  bed,  he  might  repaire  to 
ice  where  he  might  easely  visite  his  maistresse,  and  say 
tr  what  he  thought  goo<].    The  compact  thus  made,  the 
^rned  to  the  princesse,  that  wayted  with  good  deuotion  for 
fes  of  her  beloucd.    And  hearing  the  report  of  Hadegoude* 
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shce  was  notcontente  that  sheshonld  inakerepebcion  of  the  same, 
twise  or  thrisebut  a  million  of  times  and  euen  till  nighte,  that  she 
slept  vpon  that  thought  with  the  greatest  rest,  that  she  had  recei- 
ucd  in  long  time  before.     The  morrowc  at  the  boure  that  AJcrane 
should  come,  Adeiosia  fayning  ber  self  to  be  ill  at  ease,  cauaed  her 
maydes  to  goe  to  bed,  making  her  alone  to  larie  with  her  that  was 
the  mcssanger  of  her  loue,  who  a  litle  while  after  went  to  sceke 
Alerane,  whiche  was  a  building  of  casteU  in  the  ayre,  fantasriag 
a  thous.-md  deuises  in  his  miade:  what  might  befall  of  that  enter- 
prise he  went  about:  notwithstandmg  he  was  so  blinded  in  folly, 
as  without  measuring  the  fault  which  he  committed,  he  thought 
vpon  nothing  but  vppon  the  present  pleasure,  which  scmed  to  him 
so  great  us  the  chamber  wherein  bee  was,  seemed  not  sufficient 
to  comprehend  the  glory  of  bis  good  houre.     Hut  the  princesse 
on  the  other  part,  felte  a  marucllous  trouble  in  her  minde,  and 
almostc  repented  that  she  had  so  hardely  made  Alerane  to  come 
into  a  place  vndecent  for  her  honour,  and  at  a  time  so  incon- 
uenient.     Howbeit  seing  that  the  stone  was  throwen,  shee  pur- 
posed  not  to  pretermiite  the  occasion,  which  being  balde  can  not 
caselv  be  gotten  againe  if  she  be  once  let  slip.     And  whiles  she 
traueiled  in  these  meditations  and  discoursed  vppon  that  shee  had 
to  doe,  Radegondc  came  in,  leading  Alerane  by  the  hande,  wbootj 
abe  presented  to  the  princesse,  saying  to  her  with  a  verie  good' 
grace:    "  Madame,  1  dehuer  you  this  pr^'soner,  whom  euen  no' 
I    founde    here,  betwene  your   chambre    and  that  wherin   youf 
maydeslye:  now  consider  what  you  haue  to  doe."     Alerane  in 
Uie  meane  tyme,  was  fallen  downe  vpon  his  knees  before  bis  sainct; 
wholly    bent    to    contemplate   her   excellent   bcautie   and 
grace,  which  made  him  as  dumbe   as  an  image.     Shee  lykewjw^ 
beholding  hym  that  made  her  thus  to  errc  in  her  honestie,  forced 
through  shame  and  loue,  could  not  forbearc  to  bebolde  him,  the 
power  of  her  mynde   wholy  transferred   into  her  eyes,  that  then 
yclded  contentation  of  her  barte  whiche  shee  so  long  desired.     In 
tlie  ende  Alerane  holding  the  handes  of  Adelasia  many  tymes  did 
kttM  them,  then  receioing  courage,  he  brake  of  that  long  sileocc 
■ad  bcg«a  to  saye  Urns:  **  1  neuer  thought  (madame)  that  the 
tight  of  a  thing  so   long  desired,  had  bene  of  such  eifect,  as  it 
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wotJd  baue  rauished  both  the  mynde  and  bodye  of  their  propre 
duties  and  naturall  actions,  if  nowe  I  hod  not  proucd  it  in  behold- 
ing the  diuinitie  of  your  beaulie  moste  excellent.     And  truely 
madame  Radegonde  dyd  rightly  terme  this  place  here,  my  pryson, 
consideriDg  that  of  long  lyme  I  haue  partly  loste  this  ray  libcrtie, 
of  the  whiche  I  feele  nowe  an  intire  alienation :  of  one  thing  sure 
I  am,  that  being  your  prysoner  as  I  am  in  deede,  I  may  make  my 
vaunt  and  boast,  that  I  am  lodged  in  the  fairest  and  pleatiauntest 
prj'son  that  a  man  can  wyshe  and  desire.     For  which  cause 
madame,  be  wel  aduised  how  you  do  vse  and  entreate  your  cap- 
liue  and  slaue,  that  humbly  maketh  peiicion  vnio  you,  to  haue 
pitie  vpon  his  weakenesse,  which  he  will  accept  as  a  grace  vnspeake- 
able,  if  of  your  accustomed  goodnesse  it  may  please  you  to  re- 
cciue  him  for  your  owne,  for  that  henceforth  hee  voweth  and  con- 
secrateth  his  life,  goodes,  and  honour,  to  your  commauudcmente 
and  seruice."     And  saying  so,  his  stomake  panted  with  continuall 
sighes  and  from  his  eyes  distilled  a  ryuer  of  teares,  the  better  to 
expresse  and  declare  the  secret  force,  that  made  hym  to  vtter  these 
woordes.     Which   was  the  cause  that  Adelasia  embrasing  hym 
very  louingly  made  aunswcre  thus  :   "  I  knowe  not  (lorde  Alerane) 
what  pryson  that  h,  where  the  prisoner  is  in  better  case,  than  the 
prison  of  whom  he  termetli  himselfe  to  be  the  slaue,  considering 
that  I  fele  in  me  such  a  lossc  of  my  sclfe,  as  1  can  not  tell  whe- 
ther to  go,  or  where  to  retire,  but  euen  to  him  that  craueth  the 
same  fredome,  whereof  1  my  selfe  doe  make  rcqueste.     Alas,  my 
wclbeloued  Alerane,  into  what  cxtremitie  am  I  brought :    the  voy 
great  lone  that  I  beare  you,  forceth  me  to  forget  my  duUe,  and 
the  ligneage  wherof  I  come,  yea  and   mine  honor,  which  is  more 
to  bee  cstemed  than  all  the  restc.     But   1  repose  in  you  such 
affiance,  as  you  will  not  decciue  so  simple  a  ladic  as  I  am,  vtterly 
Toyde  of  guyle  and  deceit.     Who,  if  you  be  tormented,  liueth  not 
without  grlefe  and  sorrowe  altogetlier  like  vnto  yours.     If  joq 
doe  aighe,  I  am  wholly  spent  and  consumed  in  teares.     Doyoa 
desire  rcste?     Alas:  1  wishe  and  craue  the  bame  vnto  vs  both, 
that  be  now  sundred    and  deuided,  whiche  can  not  be  aqnired 
except    tliey   be    vnited  which    before  were  wholly  separated.** 
Radegonde  interrupting  their  talke,  smilingly  said :  "  And  how 
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can  this  separation  be  combined,  where  the  parties  &em  seluea  do 
liue    in    such    disiunetions  f"     "  You  »ay  true,  madarae,"  saide 
Alerane,  "  for  the  perfection  of  vnilie  consisteth  in  the  knitting 
ofthatwhicb  is  separated.     VVherfore  madame  (»ayd  he  to  Ade- 
lasia)  I  humbly  bcsech  you,  aswel  fur  your  comfort  as  my  rest,  uot 
to  suffer  this  diuision  to  be  to  long,  sith  the  outnard  bound  shall 
combine  t)ie  same  su  inwardly,  as  very  death  shall  not  bee  able 
hereafter  to  deface  or   diminisbe  the  same."     **  If  I  may  assure 
my  telfe,"  sayde  she,  "  of  your  hdclitie,  it  so  may  come  to  pas«e^  J 
as  1  wold  giue  you  a  very  great  libcrtie,  but  hearing  tell  so  manjr 
times  of  the  incoastancie  and  fickle  trust  of  men,  I  will  be  cor>- 
tented  with  my  first  fault,  without  adding  any  further  aggrauation, 
to  fasten  and   binde  that,  which  I  do  specially  esteme."     "  Alas, 
madame,"  sayd  Alerane,  "  due  you  ihiuke  that  the  prouf  of  my  fi- 
delitie  may  receiue  greater  perfection,  by  enioying  the  pleasures 
that  1  hope  for  than  it  doth  alredy  i  No,  no,  madame,  and  therefore 
be   sure   of  my  harte  and  siedfastnesse :  for  soner  shall  my  body 
fsyle,  than  defaultc  in  me  to  serue  and  honor  you,  if  not  accx>rding 
to  the  worlhinesse  of  your  estate,  yet  by  al  meanes,  so  ferre  as  my 
power  shal  stretch.     And  can  you  finde  in  your  hart  to  conceiue, 
that  your  Alerane  would  play  the  traitour  with  her,  for  whoAe  aer- 
uice  he  fenrelh  not  to  aduenlure  n  thousand  liues  if  Goil  had  geuen 
him  so  many  ?"  Adelasia  be  sprent  all  with  learesj  was  in  anextasy 
or  traunce.    M'hich  Alerane  perceiuiug  and  saw  that  Kadegonde 
was  gone  into  the  warderobe,  to  suffer  them  to  taike  tlicir  fill,he  be- 
gan to  lake  possession  of  her  moulhe,  redoubling  kisse  vpon  kisse, 
sometimes  washed  with  tearcs,  sometime  dried  vp,  with  frequent 
vse  thereof,  leauing  neither  eye  nor  chcke  vnkissed :  and  seing  the 
pacicnce  of  his  lady,  he  seased  v(>on  her  while,  hardc,  and  round 
breastes,  whose  pappes  with  slghcs  moued  and  remoucd,  yelding  a. 
certaine  desire  of  Alerane  to  passe  further.     VVhich  Adelasia  per- 
ceiuingfdisscmblingaswete  anger  and  such  a  chafe  as  did  rather  ac- 
cende  the  flames  of  the  amorous  prince,  tlian  with  moiste  licourex- 
tinguisbe  the  sauie,  and  making  him  togeueouertheenterprise^  she 
fiercely  sayd  vnto  him :  "  How  now,  (Sir  Alerane)  howe  dare  you 
thus  malapertly  abuse  this  my  secret  frcndship,  in  suffering  you  to 
come  so  irankely  into  my  chamber.     Thiuke  not  that  although  I 


haue  Tsed  you  thus  familiarly,  that  I  can  be  able  to  suffer  you  to' 
attempt  any  further  :  for  (if  Goti  be  fauounible  to  conserue  me  in 
my  right  wittes)  ncuer  man  slial  haue  that  aduauntage  to  gather 
the  floure  of  my  virginitie,  but  he  with  whom  I  shall  be  ioyned  in 
manage.     Otherwise  I  shall  b(^  vnworlhy,  bothe  of  my  honour- 
able state,  and  also  of  that  man  what  soeucr  he  be,  worthy  of  esti- 
mation and  preferrement.''    "  So  I  tbynke  to  madarae/'  aunswer- 
ed  Alerane :  **  for  if  it  woulde  please  j'ou  to  doe  me  that  honour,  to 
receiue  rae  for  your  faythfull  and  loyall  espouse,  i  sweare  vnto  you 
by  him  that  seetli  and  heareth  all  ihynges,  that  neuer  any  other 
shall  bee  maistresse  of  Alerane's  harte,  but  the  fayre  princesse  Ade- 
la&ia."     She  that  asked  no  better,  after  mutche  talke  beHvene  them, 
in  the  eade  condescended  that  Alerane  should  geue  his  liiith  to 
marrie  her,  and  to  conuey  her  out  of  the  courte,  till  the  emperour 
ere  appeased  for  their  committed  fault.     Thus  had  the  Saxon 
prince,  the  full  possession  of  bi^  desires,  and  caried  away  the 
pray  so  long  time  sought  for.     Radegonde  was  she,  that  receiu- 
ed   the  olhes  of  their  espou&alles,  and  capitulated  the  articles  of 
their  secrete  mariage.      And  after  the  determination   made  of 
their  flyiug  awayc,   and  a  daye  thereunto  appointed,  the  two 
louers  entred   the  cnmpe,  to  make  proufe  by  rombate  of  iheir 
hordinesse,  and  assaye  of  their  trauayle  in  lyme  to  come,  wherein 
ihey  diought  for  euer  to  pcrseuerc  and  continue.     Bcyn^  a  bedde 
then  together,  they  did  consumate  the  bau<le  that  strayghtly  doth 
bynde  the  harte  of  loners  together,  intiring  the  vnion  diuidefl, 
whiche  before  they  thought  imperfect  and  could   not  be  accom- 
plished but  by  inward  atfoclions  of  the  minde.     And  (Jod  know- 
eth  howe  this  new  maried  couple  vsed  tlieir  mutuall  contentation : 
but  sure  it  is,  that  ihry  continued  together  vntil  tlie  morning  liad 
vncouered  from  the  night  her  darkcnt-s,  cucn  to  the  point  of  day, 
that  Alerane  was  somoned  by  Rarlegoadc  to  depart,  who  tu  con- 
clude his  former  ioye,  very  louingly  kissed  his  newe  wife,  and  sayd 
vnto  her:  "  Madame,  the  fclicitie  that   1  fcle  nowe,  by  enioying 
that  which  vniteth  me  so  nerely  being  indissoluble  and  neuer  here- 
after to  be  broken,  semeih  so  great  as  no   periil  whatsoeuer  doth 
happen,  can  make  me  forget  the  least  part  of  my  ioye.     So  it  is 
that  seing  the  state  of  our  present  affaires,  and  fearing  the  daun- 
ger  that  may  chaunce,  1  will  for  this  time  take  my  leaue  of  youj 


U6 


klKRANC    AND   ADFLABtA. 


and  goe  about  to  put  the  same  in  order,  that  do  negligence  majr 
slacke  your  ioye  and  desired  pleasure."  "  Ah,  sir,"  (saiib  she) 
"  that  my  liart  foreihinketh  both  the  best  and  worste  of  our  iuiend- 
cd  enterprise.  But  to  tlie  intent  wc  may  proue  our  fortune,  by 
whose  conduction  wc  must  passe,  I  doe  submitte  mv  sclfe  to  the 
wisedome  of  your  mynde,  and  to  the  good  successe  that  hetherto 
hath  accompaignied  all  your  indeuours."  Aod  then  they  kissed 
and  embraced  again,  driuk'mg  vp  one  anothers  teares,  which  dis- 
tilled from  them  in  such  aboundnunce.  Thus  Alcrane  departed 
from  his  ladies  chamber,  and  went  home  to  his  owne  house,  where  i 
he  solde  all  his  go'xles  at  small  price,  making  men  to  vndcrstandy 
that  he  would  employ  liie  money  otherwise  in  things  whereof  he 
hoped  to  rccoucr  greater  gaine.  With  that  money  he  bought  preci- 
ous stones,  and  pretie  iewels,  that  he  might  not  be  burdened  with  ca- 
riage  of  to  much  gold,  or  other  money,  and  then  he  put  his  males  and 
bougets  in  readinesse  to  go  vrUj^  his  wife,  either  of  them  in  the  ha- 
bile and  apparell  of  pilgrimes,  faire  and  softly  a  foote,  that  they 
might  not  be  discouercd  :  which  was  done  in  the  night.  Theprin- 
cesse  faining  her  selfe  to  be  sicke,  made  her  maydes  to  withdrawe 
themselues  into  their  chamber,  and  then  she  went  into  the  garden 
where  Alerane  iirste  made  his  plaintcs,  as  you  haue  heard  before: 
in  whiche  place  her  husbande  taricd  for  her.  God  knoweth  whe- 
ther thry  renewed  their  pastime  begou  the  daye  uf  their  mariage, 
but  fearing  to  be  taken»  they  began  to  pla^e  the  comedie,  theactes 
wherof  were  very  long,  and  ttie  scroUe  of  Uieir  miseries  to  prolixe 
to  carie,  before  they  came  to  llie  catastrope  and  ende  of  their  co- 
micall  action.  For  leaning  their  sumptuous  and  riche  apparell, 
they  clothed  themselues  with  pilgrims  attire,  taking  the  skallop 
shell  and  staffe,  Uke  to  them  that  make  their  pilgrimage  to  S.  laraes 
in  Galliaia.  The  princesse  tokc  the  personage  of  a  yong  wench, 
ruffling  her  heare  whiche  she  had  in  time  past  so  carefully  kempt^ 
curled,  and  trimmed  with  gold  and  iewels  of  inestimable  value, 
wherein  consisteth  the  chiefest  grace  of  the  beautie  and  ornament 
of  the  woman.  Who  is  able  to  deny,  but  that  this  naturall  hu- 
mour and  passion^  borne  so  sone  as  we,  whiche  they  call  loue,  is 
not  a  certayne  essence  and  being,  the  force  and  vigor  whereof,  not 
able  to  abide  comparison  i  Is  it  no  small  matter,  that  by  the  only 
initinction  of  loue's  force,  the  doughter  of  so  great  a  prince,  as 


ALBRANB    AND    ADBtASIA. 


257 


I 


» 


the  emperoiir  of  the  Romaincs  was,  shouldc  wander  like  a  vagi^ 
bonde  in  dissembled  tire,  and  poorely  cladde,  to  experiment  and 
proue  the  long  trauaile  of   iourneyc^,  the  intemperature  of  the 
ayre,  the  hazarde  to  mcete  with  so  many  theeues  and  murderers, 
which  wayie  in  all   places  for  poore  passengers^  and  moreouer,  to 
feele  the  bitternesse  of  trauayle,  neuer  tasted  before,  the  rage  of 
hunger,  the  intollerable  alteration    of  thirst,  the  heate  of  hoite 
sommer,  the  coldenesse  of  wynter's  yce,  subiect  to   raiaes,  and 
stormy  blastes :  doth  it  not  ptainely  demonstrate  that  loue  bath 
eiiher  a  greater  perfection,  tlian  other  pni»sions,  or  els  that   they 
which  feele  thai  aUeration,  be  out  of  the  number  of  reasonable 
men,  endued  with  the  brightnesse  of  that  noble  qualitic.    This 
fayre  lady  recouering  the  fields  with  her  husband,  with  determina- 
tion to  take  their  flight  into   Italie,  was  more  ioyfulJ,  freahe,  and 
lusty,  than  when  she  liued  at  ease  amonges  the  delicates  and  plea- 
sures, which  she  tasted  in  her  father's   court.     See  howe  fortune 
and   iouc  are  content  to  be  blinde,  closing  vp  the  eyes  of  them, 
that  followe   their  tiace,  and  subdue  themselues  to   their  edictea, 
and  vnstable  dispositions.     And   truely  this  rage  of  loue  was  the 
only  meane  to  dulcorate  and  make  swete  the  bitter  gal  of  griefe 
whiche  those  twoo  loners  fcUe,  defatigated   almoste  with  tedious 
trauaile,  iudging  their  wearinesse  a  pastime  and  pleasure,  being 
gnidcd  by  that  vnconstantc  captaine,  whiche  maketh  dolts  and 
frtoles  wyse  men,  emboldenellt  the  weakc  hearted  and  cowardes, 
foniBeth   the  feeble,  and    to  be   shorte,  vniieth  the  pursses  and 
bagges  of  couetous  carles  and  miserable  misers.     Nowe  whyles 
our  faire  pilgrimes,  without  any  vowed  deuocion,  were  abrode   at 
their  pleasures   (beyng  wery  witli  liie  waye  tliey  had  traueyled  all 
nighte)  the  morrowe  after  their  departure,  all  the  emperour's  house 
was  in  a  great  hurly  burly  and  siirre  for  the  absence  of  Adelasia. 
The  way  ting  maydes  cried  out,  and  raged  without  measure,  with  such 
shrichinges,  that  tlie  emperourmoucd  with  pitie,  although  his  griefe 
and  anger  was  great,  yet  he  caused  euery  place  there  aboutes  to  be 
searched  and  sought,  but  all  that  labour  was  in  vaiiie.     In  theende, 
perceiuing  the  absence  of  Alerane,  suspected  that  it  was  he  that 
had  itolen  away  his  fayre  doughter,  whiche  brought  him  into  such 
passion  and  frensie,  as  he  was  like  to  runne  out  of  his  wyttes  and 
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tnuMgreftse  the  boandcs  of  reason.    "  Ah,tTaytour,"saydthe  good 
prince,  "  19  this  the  guerdon  of  good  turnes,  bestowed  vpon  thee, 
an<l  of  ihe  honour  thou  hast  rcceiued  in  my  company  ?    Do  not 
thinke  to  escape  scot  free  thus  without  the  rigorous  iustice  of  a 
father,  deserued  b_v  disobedience,  and  of  a  prince,  against  whom 
his  subiect  hath  committed  villany.     If  God  geue  me  lyfe,  I  wyl! 
t<'ike  such  order,  as  the  postcritic  shall  take  example  by  that  luste 
vcngeaunce  whiche  I  hope  to  take  of  thee  (arrant  theefc,  and  de- 
spovlcr  of  my  honor  and  consolation.)  And  thou  vDkyndedoughter 
slialle  smartely  feele  the  wrong  done  to  thy  kynde,  and  welbeloued 
father,  who  thought  to  prouide  for  thee,  more  honourably  than  thy 
disloyaltie  and  incontincncie,  eo  farrc  as  I  see,  doc  merite  and  de- 
scrue,  sythe  that  without  my  lea ue,  and  respect  of  tliy  vocation, 
thou  hast  gotten  thee  u  husband  worthy  of  thy  folly,  with  whom 
I   hope  to  make  thee  vnderstand  thy  fault,  and  my  displeasure 
which  I  receiue  through  thy  shamefull  actc,  so  reprochfull,  spe- 
cially in  her  which  is  the  doughter  of  such  a  father  as  I  am,  de- 
scended of  the  moste  royall  race  within  the  circuit  of  Europe." 
Many  other  things  the  emperour  sayd,  in  great  rage  and  furie: 
and  in  thcndcommaunded,  that  one  should  go  into  Saxone,toknowe 
if  Alerane  had  conueicd  his  stolen  doughter  thither :  but   he  could 
bring  no  newesai  all  from  thence.  Heassaied  then  if  hecouldleame 
any  lidinges  of  them  by  other  mcancs,  causing  by  sound  of  trumpet 
to  be  cried  in  all  the  townes  confining  that  if  any  persone  could 
bring  him  worde,or  do  him  to  vnderstande  certainc  and  sure  newes 
of  those  twoo  fuglliues,  he  would  geue  them  that,  wherewith  they 
should  be  contented  all  the  daies  of  their  life.     But  he  wan  so 
much  by  this  thirde  serche,  as  he  did  by  the  firstc  twoo.   Whiche  ] 
thing  the  maiestie  of  God,  semed  lo  permit  and  suffer  as  wpI  for 
the  happie  successe  that  chaunced  afterwardes,  as  for  the  punish- 
ing of  the  rashe  enterprise  of  two  louers,  whiche  liued  not  very 
long  in  prosperitie  and  ioy,  but  that  they  feltc  the  hande  of  God, 
who  sometime  suffcreth  the  faithfull   to  fall,  lo  make  him  acknow- 
ledge his  imbccillitie,  to  the  ende    he    may   confesse,  that  all 
health,  sustenaunce,  reste,  and  comfort,  is  to  be  attended  and  look- 
ed for  at  the  handes  of  Go<l.     When  Alerane  and  his  lady  were 
gone  out  of  a  citie  with  in  the  emperour's  lande  called  Hispourge, 
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being  come  into  a  certaine  wilcle  and  desert  place,  they  fell  into 
the  lapse  of  oertaine  iheues,uliiche  stripped  Aierane  into  his  shirte, 
and  bad  done  as  mutch  to  the  poore  princesse,  if  certaine  mar- 
chauntes  had  not  come  betwene,  which  forced  the  theues  to  fiie. 
Aierane  was  succoured  with  some  clothes  to  coucr  his  bodie,  and 
releucd  with  a  litlu  summe  of  money,  which  being  spent,  those 
twoo  kinges  children  were  c*oustrained  to  begge,  and  aske  for  God's 
soke  relirfe  to  austainc  their  infortunate  life.  Whiche  distresse 
was  so  difficulte  for  Aierane  to  disgest,  a^  he  was  like  (standing 
vppon  his  feete)  to  die  for  surrowe  and  want,  nut  so  mutch  for  the 
aduersitie  whcrcunio  he  was  brought  through  bis  owne  fault,  as 
the  pitic  that  he  toke  vpon  his  dcare  beloued  lady,  whome  he  sawe 
in  so  lamentable  state,  and  knew  tliat  she  might  attaine  her  aun- 
cient  dignitie  and  honour  ngaine,  if  she  listed  to  preferre  reward 
or  prise  before  his  life,  for  which  sht;  spared  not  the  very  last  drop 
of  ber  bloud.  She  knowing  the  dolor  and  anguishe  that  her  hus- 
bande  endured,  comforted  him  very  wisely  with  ioyfuU  counie- 
naunce,  saying  :  "  Howe  now,  deare  husband,  ihinke  you  that  for- 
tune is  or  ought  to  be  still  fauourable  to  princes  and  great  lordes  ? 
Do  you  uot  knowe  that  great  bulkes  and  shippes  do  soner  perishe 
and  drowne  in  maine  seas  and  riucrs  amiddes  the  raging  wanes  and 
surges,  than  in  narrowe  floudes  and  brookes,  where  the  water  is 
still  and  calmer  Doe  you  not  see  great  trees,  whose  toppes  doe 
rise  aloft,  abouc  high  hillcs  and  stcpe  inountaines,  soner  shaken 
and  tossed  with  blustering  windie  blasies,  tlian  those  that  be  plant- 
ed, in  fertile  dales  and  low  valleisf  llaue  you  forgotten  so  many 
histories,  by  you  perused  and  read  with  so  great  delight,  when  you 
were  in  the  empcrour's  court?  Docnot  they  describe  thechaungeof 
monarches,  the  ruine  of  houses,  the  destruction  of  one  realme  ac- 
quired, by  the  establishing  and  migne  of  an  other?  What  prince, 
monarch,  or  captaine  was  eucr  so  happy,  as  hatli  not  felt  some 
griefe  and  misfortune  i  Alas,  sweete  heart,  thinkc  tlial  God  doth 
chastise  vs  with  his  roddes  of  tribulation,  to  make  vs  to  kuow 
him :  but  in  the  nieane  time,  he  kepeth  for  vs  a  better  fortune 
that  wee  looke  uot  for.  Moreoucr  he  neucr  forsaketh  them 
which  with  a  good  heart  do  go  vnlo  him,  hauing  their  afBaunce 
in  his  great  goodnesse  and  infinite  mercie."    Aierane  hearing  the 
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wise  talkc  of  his  wife,  could  not  forbear  weeping,  and  sighing'  ann- 
swered  her  in  this  maner:  "  Ah,  lady,  in  bcautie  and  wisedom  in- 
comparable, it  is  Doi  the  present  fortune  that  causeth  my  minde 
to  wander  and  straye  from  the  siege  uf  consUmcie,  knowing  well 
the  qualities  and  number  of  fortune's  snares,  and  bow  ielous  she  is 
of  humaine  ioye  and  fclicitie.     1  am  not  ignorant  iliat  she  layeth 
her  ambushes,  and  doeth  beset  the  endcuours,  soncr  of  personages 
that  bee  noble  and  of  highe  parentage,  than  of  those  whose  heartes 
be  base  and  vnnobic,  and  their  victories  not  able  to  attain  any  iote 
of  honour  and  fame.      But,  good   God,  (saide  he,  embracing  his 
deare  beloued  spouse)  it  is  for  you,  madume,  that  I  endure  tor- 
mente,  hauing  made  you   to  abandon  tlie  pornpc  of  your  estate, 
and  bereued  from  you  a  king  to  be  your  husband,  causing  you 
thustofeele  an  horrible  and  newckindeof  punishmcnte,  hunger  and 
famine  (I  meane)  in  the  middes  of  the  dcscrtes  and  wilde  places, 
and  iherewithall  haue  ioyned  you  in  companie  with  an  infortunatc 
f'elowshippe,  who  in  steade  of  comfort  and  solace,  ministreth  teares 
and  sighes.     O  God,  most  high  and  pui.ssant,  howe  profounde  and 
darkc  are   thy  iudgementcs,  and  howe  righteous  is  thy  iusiice.     I 
acknowledge  mine  offence  to  be  the  cause  of  thync  anger,  and  the 
original)  of  our  trcspas^e,  and  that  this  paine  chaunceih  to  vs  for 
our  sinnes,  which  haue  so  wickedly  betraied  the  best  prince  of 
the  world,  and  forsaken  die  companie  of  him,  at  whose  bountifull 
handes   1  haue  receiued  better  cntertainement  and  greater  honoor, 
than  I  deserued.     Ah,  emperour  Otho,  that  thou  art  so  well  re- 
uenged  nowe,  with  cowardly  fmude  and  deoeipt  committed  against 
thee  by  Alerane  ot*  Saxone,  taking  away  her  from  thee,  which  was 
the  staffe  and  future  siaye  of  thy  reuerend  age."    And  as  be  was 
perseuering  in  this  taJke,  Adelasia  (seing  him  in  that  contempla- 
tion) plucked  him  by  the  arme,  saying  :  "  Sir,  it  is  time  to  con- 
sider our  own  affaires :  we  haue  trauailed  I  can  not  tell  howe  (am  \ 
without  rest,  me  thinke  (our  fortune  being  no  better)  that  we  ought 
to  rcmainc  in  some   place  attending  for  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
God,  who  (1  hope)  wil  not  forsake  vs,"    They  were  then  in  Ligv- 
ria   in    the  desarts,  betweene  Ast  and   Sauonne,  a  countrie  in 
that    time   well   peopled,   and   fumislied   with   huge   and   darke 
fbrestes,  garnished  with  many  trees,  great  and  highe.     By  the 
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aduise  then  of  Adelasia,  the  Saxon  prince  forced  by  necessitie  (the 
maistres.sc  of  all  artes)  retired  into  those  forestes  where  he  practised 
the  occupation  of  a  collier,  and  some  said  that  nature  taught  him 
the  order  howe  to  cutte  his  woode,  to  make  readie  his  pittes,  and 
to  knuwe  the  season  and  tyiiie  when  his  coales  were  bumed  enough. 
Great  paines  he  sustcined  about  his  busiuesse,  and  went  himself 
to  sell  his  coales,  which  he  bare  vpon  his  shoulders,  to  the  next 
market  townes^  t^tl he  had  gayned  so  mutche  as  bought  him  an asse, 
wherewith  he  dayly  trauailed  to  vlter  his  coales,  and  oilier  deuises 
which  neede  had  forced  him  to  Icarne.  In  this  time  Adelasia 
was  deliueredofagoodly  child,  whom  they  named  William.  And 
afterwards,  by  succession  of  time,  she  bare  sixe  sr»nnes  more.  For 
they  dwelt  almost  xviu,  or  xx.  yeares  in  that  poore  and  miserable 
life,  and  had  dressed  vp  a  htlc  lodging  within  a  caue,  that  was 
faire  and  brode,  wherein  verye  trimly  and  well  they  bad  bestowed 
themselues.  When  the  eldest  of  their  sonnes  was  growen  to  the 
stature  of  a  pretie  striphngi  the  father  sent  him  sometime  to  Sa- 
uonne,  and  sometime  to  Ast,  to  sell  their  litle  marchandise,  for 
reliefe  of  their  houshold.  But  the  boy,  whose  bloud  could  not 
conccale  and  hide  the  nobilitie  of  his  birth,  haulng  one  day  sold 
cerlaine  burdens  and  loudes  of  woode  and  coulc :  bought  with  thai 
money  a  faire  yong  hauke,  which  he  caried  vnto  his  father. 
Tlie  good  man  gently  rebuked  his  sonne,  and  said,  that  suchc 
game  belungetl  not  to  men  of  tlieir  degree,  and  that  they  had  muche 
a  do  to  liue,  without  employing  their  money  vppon  such  trifles. 
Long  time  after,  William  being  arriued  to  the  age  of  xvi  yeares, 
went  to  Sauonne,  to  sell  certaiiie  ware  by  his  father's  conunaunde- 
ment,  and  with  the  money  he  bought  a  very  fayre  sword,  which 
when  his  father  saw,  with  tearcs  in  his  eyes,  he  went  aside  and  said 
to  himselfe:  "  Ah  vnforiunatc  ladde,  that  thy  hard  lucke  should 
do  thee  this  great  wrong :  truely  neither  the  pouertie  of  thy  pa- 
rentes,  nor  the  place  of  thy  bringinge  vp,  can  deface  in  thee  the 
accrete  shining  brightnes  of  thine  aunccstors  vertue,  nor  the  pre^ 
diction  of  thy  courage  and  manhode  in  time  to  come,  if  God  giue 
the  grace  to  aduaunce  thee,  lo  the  seruice  of  some  noble  prince." 
Notwithstanding  for  that  time  he  ceassed  not  sharpcly  to  rebuke 
and  threaten  his  sonne,  id  such  wyse  as  the  yong  man  hauiag  a 
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hart  japreatcr  than  his  force,  determined  secretly  to  depart  from  bi's 
pajenles.  Now  fortune  chauoced  so  wel  and  apt  for  his  purpose, 
as  then  and  at  the  verve  Bame  time,  the  llongarians  were  entred 
Italye  to  spoile  and  rabbe  the  countrie,  against  whom  the  empe- 
rour  marched  in  greate  expedicion,  with  an  huge  and  goodly  armie, 
of  purpose  to  force  them  to  leaue  his  lande  in  peace.  William 
hnuingc  knowledgehercof,proceeded  lowardetheempcrour'scampe, 
where  liee  shewed  in  decde  greate  hope  (being  of  so  smal  yeares) 
of  his  future  vuliaunce  and  prowesse,  by  the  deedes  of  armes  that 
hec  did,  during  that  warre.  Which  ended  and  the  enemie  put 
to  flighte,  the  emperour  wente  into  Prouance,  to  put  in  order  his 
affaires  in  his  realme  of  Aries,  which  then  was  subiecte  to  the  em- 
pire. Afterwards  he  retired  into  Italy  with  deliberation  to  seiome 
at  Sauonne,  for  a  certaine  time,  which  displeased  \Vilham  nothing 
at  all,  because  he  should  rcmaine  harde  by  his  parentes,  who  were 
very  carefuU  for  his  well  doing,  vtterly  ignoraunt  where  he  was 
become.  And  notwithstandingc  a  hope  (what  I  knowe  not)  made 
them  expect  of  their  sonne  som  good  fortune  in  time  to  come, 
who  was  now  grown  great  and  of  goodly  perfection,  one  of  the 
most  valtaunt  souldiours  that  were  in  the  wages  and  seruice  of  his 
maiestie.  Which  very  brauely  he  declared  in  a  combate,  that  he 
fought  man  to  man  with  an  Almaine  souldiour,  that  was  hardy,  big 
made,  'dad  feared  of  aJl  men,  whom  neucrthelesse  he  ouercanie  in 
the  presence  of  the  emperor  his  graundfather.  Who,  I  know  not 
by  what  natural  inclination,  daily  fixed  his  eye  vpon  that  yong 
champion,  and  began  to  bearc  him  more  good  will  thananye  other 
in  his  courte,  which  was  an  occasion,  that  an  auncient  gentleman, 
seruing  in  the  princes  courte,  slcdfaslly  beholding  the  face,  beba- 
niour  and  counienauncc  of  William,  seemetl  to  see  a  picture  of  tlie 
emperour  when  he  was  of  his  age,  which  was  more  exactlye  viewed 
by  diuers  other,  that  were  broughte  vp  in  their  youth  with  Otho 
Wherof  being  aduertised,  he  caused  llie  yong  man  to  be  called 
forth,  of  whom  he  demuunded  the  names  of  his  parentes,  and  the 
place  where  hee  was  borne.  William  that  was  no  lesse  curteous, 
humble  and  welmanercd,  tlian  wise,  valiant  and  bardie,  kneeled 
before  the  emperour  w  ith  a  stoute  countenaunce,  rescmblinge  the 
Dobilitie   of  his  auncestours,  answered :    '*  Most  sacred   and  re- 
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nowmed  emperour,  I  haue  nothinge  whereof  to  render  ihanckea  to 
fortane,  but  for  the  honour  that  your  maiestie  hath  done  vnto  me, 
to  receiue  mee  into  your  noble  seruicc.  For  the  fortune  and  con- 
dition of  my  parentes,  be  so  base,  that  I  blushe  for  shame  to  de- 
clare them  vnto  you.  Howbeit  being  your  humble  seruaunte,  and 
hauingreceiued  fauopr  of  your  maiestie,  not  commonly  emploicd^ 
your  commnundomeni  to  tell  you  what  I  am,  I  will  accomplish  as 
well  for  ray  boundcn  dulie,  wherewith  I  am  tied  to  your  maiestie, 
and  to  satisfie  that  which  it  pleaseth  you  to  commaund  mc.  1^ 
it  knowen  therefore  vnto  your  maiestie,  that  I  am  the  Sonne  of  two 
poore  Almaines,  who  flying  their  owne  countrie,  withdrew  them- 
selues  into  the  dtsarts  of  Sauunne,  where  (to  beguile  their  hard 
fortune)  they  make  coales,  and  sel  them,  to  sustaine  and  relieue 
their  miserable  life:  In  which  exercise  I  spent  all  my  childhod, 
although  it  were  to  my  great  sorowe.  For  my  hart  thought  (Sir) 
that  a  state  so  vile,  was  vnworthy  of  my  coragious  minde,  which 
dailye  aspired  to  greater  thinges,  and  leaning  my  father  and  mo- 
ther, I  am  come  to  your  seruice,  to  learne  chiualry  and  vse  of  armes, 
and  (mine  obedience  saued  to  your  maiestie)  lo  finde  a  way  to  il- 
lustrate the  base  and  obscure  education,  wherein  my  parenteshaue 
brought  me  vp."  Tlie  emperour  seinge  the  cuurteous  behauiour 
of  the  yonge  man,  by  this  wise  aunswere,  remembring  the  simili- 
tude of  his  face,  which  almoste  resembled  them  both,  suspected 
that  he  wa^i  the  sonne  of  Alerane  and  his  doughter  Adelasii,  whoe 
for  feare  to  be  knowen,  made  themselues  citizens  of  those  dcsertes, 
albeit  that  \\'illiam  had  told  him  other  names,  and  not  the  proper 
appellations  of  his  father  and  mother.  Fur  which  cau^^e  his  hart 
began  to  ihrobbc,  and  fclte  a  desire  to  see  his  doughter,  and  to 
cherishe  her  with  like  affection,  asthoughehe  had  neucrconceiucd 
offence  and  displeasure.  He  caused  then  to  bu  called  vnto  him  a 
gentleman,  the  nerc  kinsmanne  of  Alerane,  to  whom  he  said  with 
merie  countenaunce  and  ioyful  chcere :  "  You  do  know  as  I 
thincke,  the  wrong  and  displeasure  that  your  cosin  Alerane  hath 
done  me,  by  the  rape  and  robberie  committed  vppou  the  person  of 
my  doughter:  you  are  not  ignorauut  also  of  the  reproch  whcrwiih 
he  hath  defiled  all  your  house,  committed  u  feJonicso  abhominable 
in  my  courte,  and  againste  mine  owne  person,  whicli  am  bis  so< 
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ueraigne  lorde.  Notwithstanding,  sitli  it  in  the  force  of  loue^  that 
made  me  forget  him  till  this  time,  ruihcr  than  desire  of  displeasure, 
I  am  very  desirous  to  see  him,  and  to  accepte  him  for  mj  sonne  in 
Inwo,  and  good  kinsman,  verve  willing  to  aduaunce  him  to  that 
estate  in  my  house,  which  hia  degree  and  bloud  do  deserue.  1  tell 
you  not  this  without  special!  purpot>e.  For  this  yong  souldiour, 
which  this  daye  so  valiantly  and  with  such  dexterilie  vanquished  hyi 
aduer&ary,  by  the  consente  of  all  men,  which  haue  knowen  me 
from  my  youth,  duih  represente  so  well  my  Bgure  and  lineamenies 
of  face,  which  I  had  when  1  was  of  his  age,  as  I  am  perswaded, 
and  do  sledfuatly  bciecuc,  that  he  Is  my  neuew,  the  sonncof  your 
cosin  Alerane  and  my  doughter  Adelasia.  And  therefore  I  will 
haue  you  to  goe  with  tliis  youge  man,  into  the  place  where  hee 
ihall  bring  you,  and  to  see  them  that  be  his  |>arents,  because  I  pur- 
pose to  do  ihem  good,  if  they  be  other  tlian  those  whom  1  take  them. 
But  if  they  be  those  two  that  I  so  greatly  desire  to  see,  doe  ince 
so  much  pleasure  as  I  may  satisfie  my  hart  with  that  contentation, 
swearing  vnto  you  by  the  crowne  of  my  empire,  that  I  will  do  no 
worse  to  lliem,  nor  otherwise  vse  them,  than  mine  own  proper 
person."  The  gentleman  hearing  the  louingand  gentle  tcnrmcsof 
the  eniporour,  &aide  vtiio  him  :  "  Ah,  sir,  1  render  humble  ihankes 
vnto  your  niaieslie,  for  the  pitie  that  you  haue,  vjwn  our  disho- 
nored race  and  ligneage  of  Sa.xone,  dedecorated  and  blemished 
ihroughe  Alcrane's  trespasse  against  you.  1  pray  to  God  to  re- 
compence  it  (we  being  vnable)  and  to  giue  you  the  ioyc 
that  you  desire,  and  to  mee  the  grace  that  I  may  do  some 
agreeable  seruicc  botli  in  this  and  in  all  oiher  things.  I  am  readie 
(Sir)  not  onely  to  go  sveke  my  cosin  t'f  '*  be  he  that  you  thincke 
it  is)  to  carie  ^Tito  him  those  beneficiall  newcs  which  your  matestie 
hath  promised  by  word,  but  rather  to  render  him  into  your  hands, 
that  you  may  take  reuengemenl  vppon  him  for  the  iniuric  that 
he  hath  done  to  the  whole  empire,"  "  No,  no,"  said  the  emperour, 
"  the  desired  time  ofreuetige  is  paste,  and  my  mallice  aguiust  Ale- 
rane hath  voniired  tiis  gall.  If  in  time  |>as(e  I  haue  thristed  to 
pursue  the  ruine  and  ouerthrowe  of  those  two  offenders,  nowe  I 
goe  about  to  forsee  and  seeke  their  aduauncement  and  quiet,  con- 
sidering tlie  longe  penaunce  they  haue  taken  for  their  fault,  and 
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tlie  fruite  that  I  see  before  mine  eyes,  which  is  such  that  it  maye 
by  the  smell  and  fragrant  odour  thereof,  supporte  the  weakeuesse 
and  debilitie  of  my  olde  yeares,  and  constraineih  mee  (by  the  ver- 
tue  therof)  to  haue  pittie  vpon  his  parents,  which  (through  their 
owne  ouerthrowe)    haue    almost   vttcrly  consumed  me."     Those 
words  ended  the  good  prince  gaue  euident  testimonie  of  desire  to 
see  his  onely  dough'ier,  by  the  liuely  colour  that  rose  in  hia  face, 
and  by  certaine  teares  runaing  downe  along  his  hoare  and  frostie 
beard.    Then  he  caused  William  to  come  before  him»  and  com- 
maundcd  him  to  conduct  the  gentleman   to  that  part  of  the  forest, 
where  his  father  dwelled.     Whereunto  the  yonge  man  readily  and 
with  all  bis  harte  obeyed.    Thus  the  lord  Gunforde  (for  so  was 
^lerane's  rosin  called)  accompanied  with  his  litle  cosin,  and  ma- 
nye  other  gentlemen,  went  toward  the  place,  wherthe  colliar  prin- 
ces remained.     And  when  they  were  neere  the  craggie  caue,  the 
lodging  of  Alerane,  the  whole  companie  lighted  of  their  horse, 
and  espied  him  busie  about  the  lading  of  his  coales  to  sende  to 
Ast.    For  the  arriuail  of  the  cmperour  to  Sauonne,  staled  Alerane 
from  going  thither  himselfe,  by  reason  his  conscience  still  grudged 
for  his  fault  committed  against  him.     Alerane  seing  this  goodly 
compatiie,  was  abashed,  as  though  hornes  had  sodenly  started  out 
of  his  head,  and  yet  the  sighte  of  his  sonne  richly  fiirnished,  and 
in  the  company  of  Gunfort  his  cosin,  did  more  astonne  him.     For 
he  suspected  incontincntlyc  that  bee  was  discouered,  and  thai  the 
cmperour  had  sente  for  him  to  be  reuengcd  of  the  faulte  so  long 
time  paste  committed.     And  as  he  had   imagined  diuers   ihinges 
Tppon  his  barde  fortune  within  his  fancie,  his  sonne  came  to  em- 
brace him  vppon  his  knees,  and  to  kisse  his  hands,  with  an  honest 
and  humble  rcucrence,  saying  to  Gunfort:  "  Sir,  this  is  he  of 
whom  I  Cold  the  cmperour^  and  of  him  1  toke  my  being  :  This  is 
my  father."     All  this  while  the  good  father  embraced   his  sonne 
very  hard,  and  weeping  for  extreme  ioy,  said  vnto  him:  "Alas, 
my  Sonne,  if  thy  comming  be  so  happie  vnto  mee  as  it  is  ioyfuli, 
if  thy  newes   be  good  and  prosperous,  which  thou  bringest:  thou 
doest  reuiue  thy  father  half  deade,  and  from   lamentable  dispaire 
thou  doest  replenishe  and  fill  him  with  suchehope,as  one  day  shall 
be  the  staie  of  his  age,  and  the  recouery  of  bis  greatest  losses." 
VOL.  1.  Mm 
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The  Sonne  not  able  to  abide  the  discourse  of  his  parents  affaires, 
could  not  comprehend  any  thing  at  that  pitiful  meting  :  but  stode 
stil  so  astonned,  as  though  he  had  bin  fallen  firom  the  clouds. 
Now  during  this  time,  that  the  father  and  the  sonne  thus  welcomed 
one  an  other  :  Gunfort  tokc  heede  to  al  tlie  countenannce  and  ges- 
tures of  Alerane.     There  was  no  part  of  tlie  collier's  bodie  that  be 
forgat  to  view  :  and  yet  rcmcmbring  the  voycc  of  his  cosin,  and 
seing  a  wound  that  be  had  in  his  t^e,  was  sure  that  it  was  hee- 
And  then  with  his  annes  stretched  forth  be  carae  to  clepc  Alerane 
about  tlie  necke,  whom  he  made  to  loke  redde  with  his  wanne 
tcarcs,  saying :  "  Ah  :  Alerane,  the  present  torment  now,  but  in 
lime  past,  the  pleasaunt  rest,  of  ourc  race.     What  eclipse  hath  so 
longc  obscured  the  shining  suane  of  thy  valiaunt  prowesse?    why 
haste  thou  concealed  so  tongc  time,  thy  place  of  retire  from  him, 
which  desired  so  mucii  thine  aduauncement?  Hast  thou  the  liarte 
to  see  the  teares  of  thy  cosin  Gunfort  running  downe  from  his  eies 
vppon  thy  necke,  and  his  armes  embracmge  thee  with  such  loue 
and  amitie,  as  he  cannot  receiue  tlie  hke,  except  he  be  something 
moued  by   thee,  in  seing  thy  lowing  entertainment  ?    U'ilt  ibou 
denie  that,  which   I   knowe,  by  a  ccnaine  instinct  and   naturall 
agreement,  which  is,  that  thou  art  Alerane  the  sonne  of  the  duke  of 
Saxone,  and  so  renowmed   throughout  all  Germany  '(  Doest   ibou 
prelende  (throughe  thine  owne  misfortune  so  rooted  in  thy  harte 
by  lininge  in  these  wildemessc)  to  depriue  thy  sonne  of  tiie  honor, 
which  the  heauens  and  his  good   fortune  huue  prepared  tor  him? 
Ah  cruel  and  pitilesse  father,  to  suffer  ihy  progenic  to  be  buried  in 
tiie  tumbe  of  obliuion,  with  cternall  rcproche.    O  vnkindc  kiusman 
toward  thy  kindred,  of  whom  thou  makest  so  small  accompte,  that 
wilt  nut  vouchsafe  to  speake  to  thy  cosin  Gunfort,  tliat  is  com  hi- 
ther for  thy  comfort,  and  the  aduauncement  of  thy  familie."     Ale- 
rone  sore  ashamed,  as  well  for  the  remembrance  of  his  auncient 
fault,  as  to  sec  himselfe  in  so  poore  estate  before  the  emperour's 
gallants,  answered  Gunfort,  saying  :  "  My  lord  and  cosin,  I  be- 
•eech  you  to  beleeue,  that  want  of  desire  to  make  my  complaint 
mto  yon,  and  lacke  of  curtesie  to  entertaine  you,  haue  not  made 
mc  to  forget  my  dutie  towardes  you,  being  as  well  my  nearc  kinso- 
xuan,  us  such  one  to  whom  1  haue  done  wrong  and  very  great  it^ 
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lane,  by  offending  the  emperour.     But  you   do  knowe  of  what 
puissance  the  prickes  of  conseiencc  bee,  and  with   what  worme 
she  gnaweth  the  hart  of  them,  which  feetc  themselucs  culpable  of 
Clime.     I  am  (as  you  saide)  the  present  missehap  of  our  house, 
for  the  opinion  that  the  emperour  hath  conceiued  of  my  folly,  and 
shal  be  the  rest  (if  you  wil  do  me  so  much  pleasure  to  rid  mc  out 
of  this  miserable  life)  both  of  you  and  of  the  minde  of  a  father 
iustly  displeased  against  his  doughter,  and   the  quiet  of  a  prince 
offended  with  his  subiecie :  for  I  sweare  vnto  you  by  my  faytb, 
that  I  neuer  soe  much  desired  life,  as   I  nowe  do  couet  death,  for 
that   1  am  assured,  that  I  being  deade,  ray  poore  companion  and 
welbeloued  wife,  shall  Hue  at  her  ease,  enioyingc  the  presence  and 
good  grace  of  her  father."     "  M'hat  meane  you  so  to  save,"  an- 
swered Guntbrt,  "  the  emperour  is  so  well  pleased  and  appeased, 
as  he  hath  swome  vnto  mee  to  receiue  you  as  his  sonne  in  law, 
and  my   lady  your  wife  as  his  deare  beloued  doughter,  whom  I 
pray  you   to  cause  to  come  before  vs,  or  to  signifie  vnto  vs  where 
shee  is,  that  (  may  doe  reuerence  vnto  her  as  to  my  princesse  and 
aoueraignc  tadic."     William  was  all  amascd,  and  almost  besides 
himselfe,  hcaringe   this  discourse,  and  thought  hee  was  either  in  a 
drcame  or  els  inchauntefl,  till  that  Alerane  called  his  wife  by  her 
proper  name,  who  was  so  appalleil  to  heare  the  word  of  Adelasia, 
that  her  b?irt  was  sodainly  attached  with  terror  and  feare,  when 
she  saw  so  great  a  company  about  her  husband :  and  then  her  sonne 
came  to  doe  his  dutie,  not  as  to  his  mother  onely,  but  as  to  the 
doughter  of  an  emperour,  and  the  wife  of  a   prince   of  Saxon, 
She  againe   embraced  and  kissed  him,  althoughe  shee  was  sur- 
prised with  feare  and  sliame,  and   so  moued  with    that   sodaine 
sighte,  as  shee  had  much  a  doe   to  keepe  herselfe  from  fainting 
and  falling  downe  beiweene  the  armcs  of  her  sonne,  and  thought 
that  she  had  passed   the  place  where    Gunfort  was,  who   going 
lowarde  her,  after  his  reuerence  and  duelic  done,  made  her  vuder- 
staod  the  charge  hee  had,  and  the  good  will  of  the  emperour, 
which  determined  to  receiue   her  againe  with  so  good  order  and 
entertainement  as  might  be  deuised.     Which  earnest  words  made 
them  to  resoluc  vppon  the  proufe  of  fortune,  and  to  credite  the 
promises   that   Gunfort  made  them  in   the   emperour's   l>ehaJfe. 
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Thus  they  forsoke  the  caue,  their  coales  aad  fornaces,  to  reenter 
their  furnier  delightcs  aiid  pleasures.    Tbut  nighle  they  lodged  at 
a  village  not  farre  trom  tiie  foreste,  where  they  tarried  certainc 
dayea,  tu  make  appareil  for  these  straunge  princes,  and  bo  wel  as 
they  could  to  adorne  and  furuisbe  Adelasia,  (who  being  of  llie  age 
almost  of  xxxiv.  or  xxxv.  yeares,  yet  manifested  some  part  of  the 
perfection  of  that  deuine  beaut  tc,  and  modest  grauitie,  which  once 
made  her  marueilous  and  singuler  aboue  all  them  that  liued  in  her 
dayes.)     In  the  time  that  this  iolye  company  had  furnished  and 
prepared  themselueii  in  readinesse,   Gunfort  sente  a  gentleman  of 
tliat  trou[>e  toward  the  emperour,  to  aduertise  him  uf  the  successe 
of  their  ioumey.     Wherof  he  was  exceeding  ioyful,  and  attended 
for  the  comming  of  his  children,  with  purpose  to  euiertaine  them 
in  louiiig  and  honorable  wise.     When  all  tbinges  were  in  readi- 
nessc  and  the  traine  of  Adelasia  in  good  order,  according  to  the 
worthinesof  the  house  whereof  she  came,  they  rode  toward  Sauonne^ 
which  tourney  seemed  to  them  but  a  sporty  for  the  pleasure  mixte 
with  compassion  that  eche  inun  coaceiued,  in  the  discourse  ilint 
Alerane  made  vpon  his  misfortunes  and  cliaunct.'s,  as  well   in  his 
ioumeis,  as  of  his  abode  and  eontinuaunce  in  the  desarts.     Which 
William   calling   to  remembraunce,  praised  God,  and  yelded  liim 
thanckes  for  that  it  had  pleased  him  to  inspire  into  his  miade^  the 
forsaking  of  his  parentes,  considering  that  the  same  onely  fault, 
was  the  cause  of  their  restitution,  and  uf  his  aduauncement  and 
glorie,  being  the  sonne  of  such  a  father,  and  the  neuew  of  so  great 
a  monarche.     llie  fame  of  whose  name  made  all  men  quake  and 
tremble,  and  who  then  had  commaunded  all  the  troupe  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  bis  court,  to  go  and  seeke  the  forlorne  luuers,  so  long 
lime  lost  and  vnltnowen.    To  be  short,  their  entrie  into  Suuonne, 
was  so  royal  and  triumphant,  as  if  the  emperor  himself  would  haue 
receiued  the  honour  of  such  estate,  and  pompe.     Which  he  com- 
maunded to  be  done  as  well  for  the  ioy  that  he  had  recouered  the 
thing,  which  be  accompted  lost,  as  to  declare  and  acknowledge  to 
enery  wight,  that  vertue  cannot  make  herselfe  better  knowen :  than 
at  that  time,  when  the  actions  and  deedes  of  great  personages  be 
semblable  in   raritie  and   excellencie  to  their  nobilitie.     For  a 
prince  is  of  greater  dignitie  and  admiration,  than  he  commonly 
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shenreth  himselfe,  whicli  can  neucr  enter  into  the  heade  of  th« 
popular  sort,  who  waie  the  affections  of  other  with  the  balance  of 
their  ownc  rude  and  beastly  fansies.  As  tlie  Greeke  poet  Euri- 
pides in  his  tragcdie  of  Medea,  doth  say: 

///  lack  andckaunce  thou  must  of  force  endure. 
Fortune  i fickle  stay  need^  tJiou  muU  sustaine : 
To  grudge  therat  it  booteth  not  at  aU, 
Before  it  come  the  xcitty  wise  be  sure  : 
Btf  wisedome^s  lore,  and  connsell  not  in  vaine. 
To  shun  and  eke auoyde.     The  zzhirling  ball. 
Of  fortune's  threates,  the  sage  may  neU  rebound 
By  good  foresight,  before  it  light  on  ground. 

The  emperuur  then  hauing  forgotten,  or  wisely  dissembling 
that  which  he  could  not  amende,  met  his  dougliter  and  sonne  in 
iawc  at  tlic  palace  gate,  with  so  pleasaunt  cheere  and  ioyfuil 
countenance,  as  the  like  long  time  before  he  did  not  vse.  Where 
Alcrane  and  Adclasia  being  light  of  from  their  horse,  came  to 
kisse  his  handcs  (and  both  vppon  their  knees)  began  to  frame  an 
uratiou  fur  excuse  of  tlieir  fault,  and  to  pray  pardon  of  his  ma- 
iestie.  The  good  prince  rauished  with  103',  and  satisBed  with 
repcntaunce,  stopped  their  mouthes  with  swccte  kisses  and  hard 
erabracings.  "  O  happie  ill  time  (said  he)  and  sorowful  ioy, 
which  now  bringeth  to  me  a  pleasure  m<H^  great  than  euer  was 
my  heauy  displeasure.  From  whence  commeih  this  my  plea- 
saunt ioye  ?  O  wcl  deuised  flight,  by  the  which  I  gaine  tliat  <by 
preseruinge  my  losse  once  made  and  committed)  which  I  neuer 
had  :  if  I  may  so  say,  considering  the  ornament  of  my  house,  and 
quietnessc  of  my  life."  And  saying  so,  bee  kissed  and  embraced 
his  litJe  neuewes,  and  was  loth  that  Adelasia  should  make  rchcrsall 
of  other  talke  but  of  minhe  and  pleasure.  **  For  (said  he)  it  suf- 
6ceth  mu  that  I  haue  ouorpassed  and  spent  the  greatest  part  of 
my  life  in  heauinesse,  vtterly  vnwilling  now  to  renewe  olde  sores 
and  wounds."  Thus  the  mariage  begon,  vnknoweu  and  agaiusle 
the  emperour's  will,  was  consummate  and  celebrated  witli  great 
pompe  and  magni6cence,  by  his  owne  comiuaundcmcnt,  in  the 
citie  of  Sauonne,  where  he  made  sir  William  knight,  with  his 
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owne  hand.  Many  goodly  fades  at  the  tourney  and  tihe  were 
done  and  atcbieued,  whereat  William  almost  enery  day  bare  away 
the  prise  and  victorie,  to  the  great  pleasure  uf  his  iather  and 
contcntacion  of  his  graundfather,  who  then  made  him  marques  of 
Monferrat-  To  the  seconde  soane  of  Alerane,  he  gaue  the  mar- 
qnisat  of  Sauonne,  with  all  the  appurtenances  and  iarisdictions 
adioyningf  of  whom  be  descended  the  marqueses  of  Caretto.  The 
thini  he  made  marques  of  Saluce,  the  race  of  whom  is  to  this 
daye  of  good  fame  and  nobilitie.  Of  the  fourth  Sonne  sprange 
out  the  original  of  the  house  of  Cera.  The  fifie  was  marques  of 
Incise,  whose  name  and  progeny  liueth  to  this  daye.  The  sixt 
Sonne  did  gouerne  Pnuzon.  The  seuenth  was  established  seniw 
of  Bosco,  vnder  the  name  and  title  of  marques.  And  Alerane  was 
made  and  constituted  ouersecr  of  the  goods  and  dominions  of  his 
children,  and  the  emperour's  lieutcnaunt  of  his  possessions  which 
he  had  in  Ligaria-  Thus  the  emperoure  by  moderatinge  his  pas- 
sion vanquished  himsclfe,  and  gaue  example  to  the  posteritie  to 
pursue  the  offence  before  it  doe  take  roote:  hot  when  the  thinge 
cannot  be  corrected,  to  vse  niodestie  and  mercie  which  inaketh 
kinges  to  line  in  peace,  and  their  empire  in  assurnunce.  Ilauioge 
taken  order  with  all  his  afTayres  in  Italye,  hee  tooke  leaue  of  his 
doughter  and  children,  and  retired  into  Almaine.  And  Alerane 
liucd  honourably  amonges  his  people,  was  beloued  of  his  father 
in  lawe,  and  in  good  reputacion  and  fame,  nrriued  to  old  yearesr 
still  remembring  thataduersitie  ou£;htenotio  bring  vs  to  dispaire, 
nor  prosperitic  to  insolencie  or  ill  behuuiour,  and  contempt  of 
thinges  that  seeme  small  and  base,  sithe  there  is  nothing  vnder 
the  heauens  that  is  stable  and  sure.  For  he  that  of  late  was  great 
and  made  all  men  to  stoupe  before  him,  is  become  altogether 
such  a  one  as  though  he  had  ueuer  beene,  and  the  poore  humble 
manaduaunced  to  that  estate,  from  whence  the  firste  did  fall  and 
was  deposed,  makinge  lawes  sometimes  for  him,  vnder  whom  he 
liued  a  snbiect.  And  behold  of  what  force  the  prouidence  of  God 
is,  and  what  poise  his  balance  doth  containe,  and  how  blame 
worthy  they  be  that  referrc  the  effectes  of  that  deniue  counsel  to 
the  inconstant  and  mutable  reuolucion  of  fortune  that 
is  blinde  and  vncertaiae. 
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The  Duchesse  ofSauoie,  being  the  khige  of  EttgiantCs  sister,  vrat  in 
the  Duke  her  huibandes  absence,  xmiustiye  accused  of  adttitertep 
by  a  noble  man,  his  Lieutenaunte :  and  shoulde  haue  becne  put 
to  death,  if  by  the  prowesse  and  valiaunt  combate  of  Don  John  di 
Metidozza,  (a  gentleman  of  Spaine)  she  had  not  beene  deiiuered, 
With  a  discourse  oj  maruelous  accidentes,  touchinge  the  sanie,  to 
the  singuler  praise  and  commendation  of  chaste  and  honest  Ladies. 

LocB  commoQly  is  counted  the  greatest  passion  amoags  all  the 
most  greuous,  that  ordmarily  do  assault  the  sprites  of  men,  which 
after  iibaiti  once  taken  liold  ot*  anve  gentle  subiecte,  tbllowetli  the 
nature  ot*  the  corrupt  humour,  iu  those  that  hauc  a  feaucr,  which 
Caking  his  beginning  at  the  harie,  disperseth  it  sclfc  incurablye, 
through  all  the  otlier  sensible  partes  of  the  bodic:  whereof  this 
present  historie  giuctb  vs  amplie  to  vndcrstand,  being  no  lesse 
marueluus  tlian  trne.  Those  that  haue  read  the  auncientetkistories 
and  chronicles  of  Spaine,  haue  sene  in  diuers  places  the  occasion 
of  the  cniell  ennimitie  which  raigned  by  the  space  of  xl.  yeares, 
betweene  tlie  bouses  of  Meudozza  and  Tolledo,  families  not  onely 
hghte  noble  and  auncientc,  but  also  most  aboundante  iu  riches, 
subiectes  and  scignories  of  all  the  whole  realrae.  It  happened 
one  day  that  Uieir  armies  being  rcdic  to  ioyne  in  battaile,  the 
lord  lohn  of  Meudozza  chief  of  his  aruiie,  a  man  much  commend- 
ed by  al  histories,  bad  a  widow  to  his  sister,  a  very  deuoule  lady, 
who  after  she  vnderstode  the  heauie  newes  of  that  battaile,  falling 
downe  vppoa  her  knees,  praied  God  incessaunily,  that  it  would 
please  liim  to  reconcile  tlie  two  families  together,  and  to  make  an 
ende  of  so  maoye  mischiefes.  And  as  she  vnderstode  that  they 
were  in  ihe  chiefest  of  the  conflicte,  antl  that  tht-re  were  a  greate 
nomber  slaine  on  both  partes,  she  made  a  vow  to  Ood,  that  ii'  her 
brother  retomcd  victorious  from  that  enterprise,  she  would  make 
a  voyage  to  Rome  on  foole.  The  outrthrowe  icW  (aflt-r  much 
bloudsbead)  vpon  them  of  Tolledo.  Mcndozza  brought  away  the 
victorie,  wiiJi  the  lesse  Josseofhis  people.  Wherof  I&abell  ad» 
uertised,  declared  vnto  her  brother  the  vow  that  she  had  made. 
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Which  seemeH  very  straung  vnlo  him,  specially  how  she  durst 
enterprise  so  looge  a  voyage  on  foote,  and  Uiuughie  lo  turne  her 
purpose,  howbeit  she  was  so  importunate  vppoa  him,  as  in  the 
ende  hee  gaue  her  leaue,  with  charge  that  she  should  go  wel  ac- 
companied and  by  small  iourneis,  for  respect  of  her  health.  The 
ladie  Isabell  being  departed  from  Spaine,  haning  trauented  the 
raountaines  Pircnees,  passed  by  Fraunce,  went  ouer  the  Alpes, 
and  ciune  to  Thurin,  where  the  duke  of  Sauoye  had  ihcu  for  wyfc, 
a  sister  of  the  kinge  of  Englande,  whoe  was  bruted  to  be  the  fairest 
creature  of  the  wesie  partes  of  the  world.  For  this  cause  the  lady 
Isabel  desired  greatly  in  passing  by  to  see  her,  to  know  whether 
truth  did  aunswere  the  great  renowne  of  hei  beautie.  VVherein 
she  had  fortune  so  fauourable,  that  entring  into  Thurin,  she  found 
the  ducheiise  vpon  lier  coche,  goinge  abroadc  to  take  the  ayre  of 
the  fields:  which  the  lady  Isabel!  vnderstandinge,  staydeto  behold 
iier,  being  by  fortune  at  that  present  ul  the  doore  of  her  coche. 
And  then  with  great  admiration^  considering  the  wonderful! 
beautie  of  that  princesse,  Judging  her  the  chiefest  of  beautie  of 
ol  those  that  she  had  euer  seene,  she  spake  somewhat  loude  ia  the 
S|>onish  tongue,  to  thoee  of  her  companie,  in  this  maner:  "  If 
God  woulde  haue  permitted  that  my  brother  and  this  princesse 
might  haue  married  together,  euery  man  might  well  haue  said, 
that  there  had  bin  inetie  the  mosle  excellente  couple  for  perfection 
of  beautie,  that  were  to  be  found  in  all  Europa."  And  her  wordcf 
in  deede  were  true :  for  the  lord  Mendozza  was  euen  one  of  the 
fairest  knightes  that  in  his  time  was  to  be  found  in  all  Spaine. 
The  duchesse  whoe  vndersLoode  the  Spanishe  tongue  very  weU^ 
passing  forth,  behelde  all  that  companie:  and  fayninge  asthoughe 
slice  had  not  vnderstunde  tliose  woordes,  thoughte  that  shee  surely 
was  some  greate  lady.  Wherefore  when  ahee  was  a  litle  paste 
her,  she  saide  lo  one  of  her  pages:  "  Marke  whether  that  ladye 
and  her  companye  go  to  their  lodging,  and  say  vuto  her,  that  I 
desire  her,  (at  my  rctnme)  to  come  and  see  mcc  at  my  castell.** 
Whirh  the  page  did.  So  the  duchesse  walkinga  long  ihe  riuer  of. 
Poo,  mused  vppon  the  words  spoken  by  the  Spanishe  ladye,  which 
made  her  not  longc  to  tarie  there,  but  toke  the  waye  backe  againe 
lo  her  cnstcl,  where  being  arriued,  she  founde  the  lady  Isabell, 
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who  at  the  duchesse  request,  attended  her  with  her  company :  and 
after  dutiful  reuerence,  the  duchesse  with  like  gratidaciop,  re- 
cciued  her  very  curteouslje,  taking  her  a  part,  and  demaunding 
her  of  what  prouince  of  Spaine  shee  waA^  of  what  bouse,  and 
what  fortune  had  brought  her  into  that  place.  And  llien  the 
lady  IsabctI  made  her  to  vnder»taud,  from  the  beginninge,  the 
occasion  of  her  longe  voyage,  and  of  what  house  she  was:  the 
duchesse  vnderstanding  her  nobilitie,  excused  her  selfe,  for  that 
shee  had  not  done  Irt  that  honour  which  shee  de»erued,  im- 
putinge  the  faulte  vpou  the  ignuraunce  of  her  estate.  And  after 
diuera  other  curteous  couununicaiions,  ttie  duchesse  pressed  her 
to  know  whercunto  the  wordes  tended  that  she  had  spoken  of  her, 
and  of  the  beautie  of  her  brother.  The  Spanishe  lady  somewhat 
abashed,  saide  vnto  her :  "  Madame,  if  I  had  knowen  so  much  of 
your  skiJl  in  our  tongue,  as  now  I  do,  I  would  hauc  beene  better 
aduised  before  I  Iiad  soe  exalted  the  beautye  of  my  brother, 
whose  praise  liad  beene  more  commendable  in  the  mouth  of  an- 
other: yet  thus  much  I  dare  affirme,  (without  aft'cction  be  ir 
spoken,)  as  they  that  know  liim  can  report,  that  bee  is  one  of  the 
comliest  gentlemen  that  Spaine  hath  bredde  these  twenty  yeares, 
Bui  of  that  which  1  haue  saide  touching  3*our  beautie,  if  1  haue 
offended,  mucbc  a  doe  shall  I  haue  to  get  the  same  pardoned, 
because  I  cannot  repente  mee,  nor  say  otherwise,  except  1  should 
spcakc  contrary  to  truth.  And  iliat  durste  I  enterprise  to  be  veri- 
fied by  yourselfe,  if  it  were  possible  that  nature  for  one  quarter  of 
one  houre  onelj'e  had  transported  into  some  other  that  which  with 
right  great  wonder  she  sheweih  to  be  in  you."  Wherunto  the 
duchesse  to  the  ende  shee  woulde  seeme  to  excuse  her  praysc,  aun- 
cwered  with  a  litle  bashfulnes,  which  beautified  much  her  liuely 
colour,  saying :  "  Madame  ii*  you  continue  in  these  termcs,  you 
will  constraine  me  to  thiucke,  that  by  chaunging  of  place  you  haue 
also  chaunged  your  iudgcmcntc :  for  1  am  one  of  the  leaste  to  be 
commended  for  beautie  of  all  this  lande,  or  els  I  will  beleeue  tliat 
you  haue  the  beuutie  and  valour  of  my  lorde  your  brother  soe 
printed  in  your  mindc,  as  oil  that  whiche  presenteth  it  selfe  I'nto 
you,  hauinge  auye  apparaunce  of  beixutie,  you  measure  by  the 
perfection  of  bis."     And  at  that  instantc  the  ludie  Isahell,  whoe 
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ihoughte  chat  the  duchesse  had  taken  in  euill  parte  the  compa* 
rison  that  iihe  had  made  betweene  her  brother  and  her,  somwhat 
in  oholcr  and  heate,  said  vnto  her :  "  Madame,  you  siiall  par- 
don mee  for  that  1  hauc  so  much  forgotten  my  selt'e,  to  presume 
to  compare  your  heauiie  to  his :  whereof  if  he  be  to  be  commend- 
ed, yet  [  inayu  well  be  blamed,  being  his  sister,  to  publishe  the 
same  in  an  vnknowen  place:  notwithstanding,  1  am  wel.assuredy 
that  when  you  shall  speake,  euen  with  his  enemieR,  that  yet  be- 
sides his  beautie,  they  will  well  assure  him  to  be  one  of  thegetitlest 
and  best  condicioned  gentlemen  that  iiueth."  The  duchesse  se- 
inge  her  in  these  alterations,  and  so  affected  to  the  praise  of  her 
brother,  toke  great  pleasure  in  her  speach,  and  willinglv  woulde 
haue  had  her  to  passe  further,  had  it  not  bin  for  feare  to  ofiende 
her,  and  to  put  her  in  a  choler.  And  to  thintent  to  tume  her 
from  that  matter,  she  commaunded  the  table  to  be  couered  for 
supper,  where  she  caused  her  to  be  serued  honourably  of  all  the 
most  delicate  and  most  exquisite  meates  tliat  were  possible  to  be 
gotten.  Supper  done,  and  the  tables  vi]couere<l,  after  they  had 
a  little  talked  together,  and  that  it  was  lime  to  witlidrawe  them- 
aeluos,  tlie  tluchesse  the  more  to  honor  her,  would  tliat  she  should 
lodge  in  her  chamber  with  her,  where  the  pilgrime  (wearied  with 
the  way)  toke  very  good  rest.  But  tlie  duchesse  pricked  with 
the  strange  talke  o(  the  lady  Isahell,  hauing  a  hammer  working  in 
her  head,  cuuld  not  sleepe.  And  lind  so  wcl  the  beauty  of  the  vn- 
knowen knight  graued  in  the  bottom  of  her  hart^  as  thinking  to 
close  her  eyes,  she  iliought  that  he  Hew  continuallye  before  her 
like  a  certaine  fansie  or  shadowc.  In  sorte,  that  to  know  further 
what  he  was,  she  would  gladly  haue  made  greater  inquirie.  Then 
sodainlye  after  a  little  ahauie  and  fefire  intermiugled  with  a  cer- , 
taine  womanhoodc  longe  obserued  by  her,  and  ihcrewithall  the 
fidelttie  which  shee  bare  to  the  duke  her  husbande,  presentinge  < 
it  selfe  before  her,  shee  buried  altogether  her  first  counsell  which 
died  and  tooke  eade,  euen  so  sone  ahnoste  as  it  was  borne.  And 
so  tossed  with  an  intinite  number  of  diuers  ihoughtes  passed  the 
night,  vnlill  the  daye  begitming  to  lighten  the  world  with  his 
burning  lampe,  constraiued  her  to  ryse.  And  then  the  lady  Isabel, 
ready  to  departe,  went  to  take  lenue  of  the  duchesse^  who  willingly 
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would  haue  wished  tbat  she  had  neuer  sene  her,  for  the  newe 
ilainc  that  she  felt  at  hor  harte.  Neuerttielesse,  dissembling  her 
euill,  not  able  to  holde  her  any  longer,  made  lier  to  promise  by 
otbe,  at  her  retonrae  from  her  voyage,  to  repasse  by  Thiirin,  and 
after  she  had  made  her  a  very  hberall  offer  of  her  goodes,  taking 
herleaue,  she  left  her  to  the  tiiicion  of  God.  Certainc  dayes  after 
the  departing  of  the  Spanish  lady,  the  duchesse  thinking  to 
quenche  this  new  Her,  the  same  began  further  to  flame,  and  the 
more  that  hope  failed  lier,  the  more  did  desire  encrease  in  her. 
And  alter  an  infinite  nomber  of  sundrie  cogitacions,  loue  got  the 
viclorie.  And  she  resolued  with  her  selfe  in  the  ende,  wliatsoeuer 
miglit  come  thereof, to  communicate  her  cause  to  one  of  her  bcloued 
damsels  called  Emilia,  and  to  haue  her  aduise,  ia  whom  she 
wonted  to  repose  her  trust  in  all  her  secrete  affaires,  and  causing 
her  to  be  called  for  secretly,  she  said  vato  her:  "  Emilia,  1  belcue 
that  if  thou  hast  taken  any  good  heede  to  my  auncient  mauer 
of  behauiour,  euer  since  I  departed  from  England,  timu  haste 
knowen  me  to  be  the  very  ramper  and  refuge  of  all  afflicted  per- 
sons. But  now  my  desteoies  be  turned  contrarie.  For  1  haue 
nowe  more  neede  of  counsel  than  any  other  liuing  creature,  and 
hauing  no  person  about  me  worthy  to  be  priuic  of  my  misfortune, 
bnt  thou,  my  first  and  last  refuge  is  to  thee  alone :  of  whom  [ 
hope  to  receiue  consolation  in  a  matter  whiche  toucheth  me  no 
lease  than  ray  life  and  honour."  And  then  the  duchesse  declared 
vnto  her  priuily,  how  since  the  departing  of  the  lady  Isabell  she 
had  had  an  rcste  in  her  minde,  and  Iiowe  she  was  enamoured  of 
a  knight  whomc  she  neuer  sawe,  whose  bcautic  and  good  grace 
had  touched  her  so  nere,  as  being  altogether  vnable  any  longer  to 
resiste  her  mishap,  she  knew  not  to  whom  to  haue  recourse,  but 
to  the  Hdelilie  of  her  counsell:  adding  thereunto  for  conclusion, 
that  she  loued  him  not  dishonestly,  or  for  hope  she  had  to  satisfie 
any  lasciuious  appetite,  but  oncly  to  haue  a  sight  of  him:  whiche 
(asshee  thought)  would  bring  vnlo  ht'rsuchcoDtenlaiion,a3  ther  by 
her  grief  should  cake  ende.  Emilia  who  euer  loued  her  maistresse 
as  she  did  her  owne  heart,  had  great  compassion  vpon  her,  when 
she  vnderstode  the  liglit  foundation  of  her  strauuge  loue :  neuer- 
tlietesse  desiring  to  please  her  euen  to  the  last  point  of  her  life, 
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she  said  vnto  her :  "  Madame  if  it  wil  please  you  to  recreate  jour 
selfe  from  these  yoursorrowes,  and  to  respite  me  ooely  twoo  dayes, 
I  liope  to  prouidc  by  some  good  mcaaes  that  you  shal  shortly  see 
him   who  vndeseruedly   doth  worke  you    all    this    euill."      The 
duchease  nourisshed   with  this   hope,  desired  her   effectually   to 
thinke  vppon  it:  promising  vnto  her,  that  if  her  woordcs  came  to 
good  effect,  she  would  moJce  her  such  recompence  as  she  her  self 
should  confesse  stie  had  not  done  pleasure  to  an  iagrate  or  to- 
thankefull  woman.      Emilia  which  had  the  brute  to  be  one  of  the 
moste  subtile  and  sharpe  wilted  dames  of  all  Thurin,  slept  not 
during  the  time  of  her  prescription.     But  after  she  had  searched 
an  iutinite  number  of  meanes  to  come  to  that  which  slie  desired, 
there  was  one  that  semed  moste  expedient  tbr  that  puq>ose,  and 
of  least  perill  aboue  other.     And  her  time  of  delaye  expired,  shee 
went  to  madamc  tlie  duchesse,  and  sayd  :  "  Madame,  God  knoweth 
howe  many  troubles  my  mlnde  hath  sustaynod,  and  how  much  I 
haue   striued   with  mine  own  couscteuce   to  satisfie  your  com- 
maundemcnt,  neuerthelesse^  after  I  iiad  debated  thingcs  so  sub- 
stantially as  was  possible,  i  coulde  deuise  nothing  more  worthy 
your  content,  than  that  whiciie  I  wyll  nowe  declare  vnto  you,  if 
it  wyll  please  you  to  heare  mee.     VVhiche  to  be  short  is,  that  for 
the  execution  of  tiiis   our  enterpryse,  it  behoueth  you  to  iayne 
your  selfe  to  be  sicke,  and  to  suffer  your  selfe  to  be  trayned  into 
suche  maladies  as  there  shall  rather  appeare  in  you  token  of  death, 
than  hope  of  lyfe.    And  being  brought  into  such  extremitie,  you 
shall  make  a  vowe  (your  litukh  recouered)  to  go  within  a  certayne 
time  to  Saint  lames  on  ptlgrimagc,  which  thing  you  may  easely 
obtayneof  theduke  your  husbande.   And  then  may  you  make  your 
voyage  liberally  with  the  ladye  Isabell,  who  will  passe  this  wayc  vpon 
her  retourne,  without  discouering  your  afleci ion  vnto  her,  and  wyll 
not  fayle  by  reknowledging  the  curtesie  that  you  haue  vsed  towarde» 
her  in  these  partes,  to  conduct  you  by  her  brother's  house,  wher 
you  may  see  him  at  your  ease,  that  makelh  you  to  suffer  this 
great  torment.  And  I  will  aduertise  you  furthermore  of  one  thing, 
which  till  this  lime  I  haue  kept  close,  whiche  is:  that  for  as  mutch 
as  we  two  togelhcrs  cannot  without  great  difficultie  accomplishe 
our  bnsinesse,  it  hath  seemed  good  vnto  me  to  know  of  you,  if 
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you  would  that  a  third  pcrsone  shalbc  called  hereuaio,  who  is 
■o  much  at  my  comma  uod  em  en  I  as  I  dare  comit  my  tru^t  vnto 
him.  It  is  maister  Fraunces  Appian  the  Millanor^  your  phisitian, 
who  (to  say  the  very  (ruth  vnto  you)  hath  bene  so  aiFeciioned  to 
me,  this  yeare  or  two,  as  he  hath  not  ceassed  by  al  mcanes  pos- 
sible, to  Wynne  me  (but  to  honest  loue)  for  he  pretendeth  to 
marry  me.  And  because  that  hcthcrto  1  haue  made  small  ac* 
compt  of  him',  aud  haue  not  vscd  any  fauour  towards  him,  nor 
hitherto  any  goo<l  entertainement,  I  assure  my  self  seiug  the 
great  amitic  that  he  bearethme,  that  if  I  did  but  fauorably  behold 
him  fiue  or  aixe  times  with  pleasaunt  loekea,  adding  theninto  a 
few  kisses,  he  would  hazard  a  thousand  liues  for  my  sake  if  he 
bad  them,  to  content  me.  And  for  as  much  as  I  know  him  to  be 
a  diligent  man,  learned,  and  of  great  reputation,  and  one  that 
may  standc  vs  to  great  stead  in  this  busines,  1  thought  good  not 
to  conceale  or  kepc  from  your  knowledge  my  aduise  herein.** 
The  duchesse  vnderstanding  all  this  pretie  discourse,  so  apt  for 
her  aBfections  (rauished  with  great  ioye)  embraced  hard  Emilia, 
and  saide  vnto  her:  "  Emilia  my  deare  friend,  if  thou  diddeat 
kaowe  in  what  wise  I  doe  estcme  thee,  and  what  1  meaoe  in  time 
to  come  to  bestowe  vpon  thee,  I  am  well  assured,  albeit  thou  hast 
hitherto  sufficiently  shewed  iby  good  will,  yet  thou  wilt  hereafter 
doe  me  greater  pleasure  promising  tliee,  by  the  faitlie  of  a  prince, 
that  if  our  enterprise  doe  well  succeede,  1  will  not  vse  thee  as  a 
seruaunt,  but  us  my  kinswoman  and  the  best  beloued  friend  I 
haue.  For  1  hold  my  selfe  so  satisfied  with  that  thuu  hast  sayd  vnto 
me,  as  if  fortune  be  on  our  side,  I  see  no  manor  of  impediment 
that  may  let  our  enterprise.  Ooe  thy  way  then,  and  enteriaine 
thy  phisitian,  as  thuu  tliinkest  best,  for  it  is  very  expedient  that 
he  be  a  partic,  and  for  the  rest  let  me  alone :  for  neuer  was  there 
any  lazar  that  better  couldc  dissemble  his  impotcncye,  than  I 
knowe  bow  to  counterfait  to  be  sicke."  The  duchesse  being  de- 
parted from  Emilia,  began  to  plaine  her  selfe  bitterly,  faining 
sometime  to  fele  a  certain  patne  in  her  stomack,  sometime  to  haue 
a  disease  in  her  head,  in  such  sort,  as  after  diuers  womanly  plaintes 
(propre  to  those  that  feeie  tlicmselues  sicke)  she  was  in  the  end 
constrayned  to  laye  her  self  downe,  and  knew  bo  well  howe  to 
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distioiiible  her  Bickenes&e,  as  (after  she  had  certaine  dayes  kept  her 
bedde)  there  was  mutch  doubt  of  her  health.  And  during  this 
time  Emilia  had  iayed  so  maiiy  amorous  baytcs  to  feede  her  phi- 
sitian,  that  he  which  knewe  very  well  the  moste  happy  remediet 
for  the  body,  eould  not  now  finde  out  any  that  was  able  to  heale 
the  maladit' of  his  owne  minde.  Emilia  hauiug  noseled  maist^  i 
Ajipian  with  amorous  toyes.  began  to  make  him  vnderstande  the 
originnll  oii^  the  duchesse  sirkenesse,  l!ie  effectes  of  her  passion, 
the  order  that  she  had  vsed  during  the  furious  course  of  the  same: 
addin<;  thereunto  for  conclusion,  that  if  he  would  keepe  the 
matter  secrete,  and  ayde  them  with  his  counsel!,  slie  would  by  and 
by  promise  hym  mariage  by  woordes,  for  tlie  present  tymc,  and 
that  from  thenceforth  she  would  ncuer  deuie  him  any  fauour  or 
priuitie.  Tliat  onely  reserued  which  no  man  can  honestly  de-  , 
maunde,  till  tlic  mariage  be  solempnized  in  the  face  of  the  church. 
In  witnesse  whcrof  she  kissed  him  with  great  afiection.  The  phi-^ 
sitiau  more  eased  there  withall,  than  if  he  had  sene  his  Hippo- 
crates or  Galen,  raysed  againe  from  death,  promised  rather  to  lose 
his  life  than  she  should  want  his  helpe.  And  for  the  better  be*j 
ginning  of  this  enterprise,  they  wente  presenilye  lo  visite  the 
duchesse:  in  whom  they  found  her  pulse  so  to  beatr,  the  tongue | 
so  charged,  the  stomacke  so  weakened  by  continuall  suffocatioa ' 
of  the  matrice,  that  the  pacient  was  in  verve  great  periU  of  death. 
Whereunlo  euery  man  did  easely  geuc  credite  for  the  reputation 
and  great  experience  of  the  phisition  :  and  maister  Appiaa  hauing 
commaunde<l  all  the  chambre  to  be  voyded,  made  the  duchesse  to 
vnderstande  in  fewe  wordes,  how  it  behoued  her  to  goueme  her 
selfe.  And  the  better  to  doke  her  cause,  he  brought  her  at  that 
instant  a  litle  perfume,  by  receiuing  the  sauour  wherof  she  should 
often  times  fal  into  certaine  litle  soundiuges,  and  by  vsing  the 
perfume  it  would  diminishe  her  colour  for  a  time,  and  make  her 
looke  as  though  she  had  kepte  her  bed  halfe  a  yeare  before:  ue- 
uerthelctise  it  should  doe  her  no  other  displeasure,  and  that  in  three 
or  foure  dayes,  with  certaine  other  drugges,  bee  would  restore  her 
colour  so  fi-eshe  as  cuer  it  was.  Whichc  counsell  the  duchesse 
lik«d  bcil  of  any  thing  in  the  world.  And  they  three  togetber^ 
played  their  paries  so  wel,  as  the  common  brute  throughout  oU 


TUE    OCCHESSE    OF    SAUOIE. 


279 


I 
I 


the  citie  was,  that  the  duchesac  was  in  great  daungcr  of  death. 
The  duke  heing  aduertised  of  these  thinges,  caused  al  the  phisi- 
tiana  of  Thurin  lo  assemble,  lo  prouide  for  the  health  of  the 
duchessei  who  being  come  together,  with  the  duke  into  her  bedde 
chamber,  a  lille  after  she  had  receiued  maister  Appiaa's  perfumes  : 
and  seiiig  her  to  sowue  diuers  times  before  them,  were  in  great 
dispaire  of  her  health.  And  after  they  had  somewhat  debated  the 
matter  with  muistcr  Appiun,  iiol  knowmg  whcrupon  to  resoluc,  they 
said  vn to  the  duke,  that  it  behoued  him  to  prouide  fur  her  soule, 
for  that  they  saw  in  her  the  ordinarie  tokens  and  messangers  of 
death.  The  poore  duke  being  sorowfull  beyond  measure,  for 
that  he  loued  tiic  duchcssc  entierly,  sent  for  the  auffragane  of  the 
bishopof  Thuriu.a  man  of  very  hoiy  life,  to  ihinient  he  might  geue 
her  ghostly  eouncell.  To  wliom  she  confessed  tier  self  witii  a  voyee 
so  feeble,  that  it  seemed  to  be  more  than  tuilfe  dead.  Her  talk e 
was  not  long,  but  yet  she  made  him  beleuc  that  nature  faile<l  her, 
and  that  by  litle  and  litle  she  drewe  towardes  her  eiide:  desiring 
him  to  haue  her  and  her  poore  soule  in  reut^mbrauiice  wtien  he  made 
tiis  orisons  and  praiers.  The  suifragan  being  gone,  the  duke  and 
othefB,  with  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  went  into 
the  chamber.  But  she  began  tlien  to  enter  into  so  great  rauing, 
as  euery  body  was  aleard  of  her.  And  al'ter  that  she  had  tossed 
her  self  in  her  bed  like  a  senselesse  creature,  her  speach  fayled 
her.  Wherat  those  present,  stricken  witli  no  smal  wonder,  think- 
ing the  soule  would  straiglu  waves  haue  departed  the  body,  some 
of  them  cried  vpon  her,  Madame  remember  lesus,  som  other 
S.Barbara.  But  wilie  Emilia  more  priuie  of  her  counsell  than  the 
rest,  taking  her  tenderly  by  the  arrac,  cried  vpon  her  with  a  loude 
voice:  "  Madame  call  vpon  S.  lames,  who  haih  so  often  succour- 
ed you  in  youre  aduersities."  And  with  that  the  duchesse  awaked 
as  it  wer  out  of  a  heauy  sleepe,  and  rowling  her  eyes  to  and 
fro,  with  a  straunge  trembling  of  all  her  members,  began  to  pro- 
nounce with  an  interrupted  voyce:  *'  O  glorious  apostle,  in  whome 
from  my  tender  youth,  1  haue  euer  had  my  stedtast  trust  and 
hope,  be  now  mine  iuLtrcessor  in  this  cruel  assault  of  death,  to 
lesus  Christ.  And  1  make  a  vowe  nowe  vnto  thee,  that  if  1  may 
recouer  health,  1  will  my  self  in  person,  go  honor  thy  sacred  body. 
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in  the  proper  place  where  it  reposcth."    And  hauing  eaded  her 
fayned  prayer,  she  counteifaiied  a  sleepe^  and  so  continaed  the 
space  ot*  twoo  or  three  houres,  whiche  caused  all  tlic  compantc  lo 
withdrawe  thcmselues,  excepte  the  poore  duke,  who  would  not 
depart  (Vom  her  vniil  she  waked,  and   in  the  nieane  time  ceassed. 
not  to   praye  to  God  Tor  tlie  health  of  his  loyal!  sponae.     Afterl 
shee  had  so  well  plaied  this  pageaunt  by  the  apace  of  an  houre  or] 
twoo,  faining  then  to  awake^  she  began  to  sUelche  forth  her  armet] 
and  letjges  with  suche  force,  as  whtwocuer  had  heard   the  noys 
would  eascly  haue  iudged  that  she  had  bene  deliuered  from  some] 
great  torment.      And  beholding  the  duke  her  husband,   with  u\ 
pitifull  eye  (who  had  leaned  his  head  ncre  vnto  her*s  in  the  bed)ij 
she  cast  her  stretched  armes  negligently  vpon  his  neck,  and  ki»-j 
sing   him  sayd:  "Now  may  1  safely   kisse  you  uiy   lordc,  that' 
within  these  three  houres  v/aa  in  such  pitifull  plight,  as  I  thought 
my  self  for  euer  depriucd  of  itiat  benefit.    Thankes  be  geaen  to 
God  and  that  good  soinci  to  whom  I  made  my  vow  I  am  presently 
*o  wel  caRod,  as  if  I  fcic  myself  no  worse,  I  will  yet  deteiiie  yoU  j 
(husband)  a  while  from  an  other  mariage.**    But  the  poore  dukej 
altogether  rauished  with  ioy,  hauing  his  white  beard  all  tempered 
with  leares,  knew  not  what  answere  lo  make,  but  beheJdc  herj 
with  such  admiration,  aa  he  seemed  to  be  besides  himself.    And! 
in  the  mcane   time  certain  which  wer  at  the  dore,  hearing  them  I 
speake,  entred  the  chamber,  who  finding  the  duchesse  somwbal^ 
belter  then  she  was,  published  her  recouerie  incontinently  throff  ■ 
al  the  citie,  wherof  the  citizens  being  aducrtised  (because  they 
loucd  her  dearly)  made  processions  and  other  tliankesgeuing  to 
God,  as  in  cases  like  are  accustomed.     Within  a  whyle  after,  ihc 
duchesse  begim   by  litle  and  litle  to  taste  her  nieates,  and  lo  vse 
suche  diet  as  shee  rccouered  her  former  health.     Except  the  newe 
plague  which  pynched  her  tender  harte  for  the  lorde  Mendozza, 
whiche  she  could  not  cure,  but  by  the  presence  of  him  that  bare 
the  oynlmcnt  bo.xc  for  thai  sore.     And  so  long  she  continued  in 
the  amorous  (houghtes,  till  the  lady  Isabell  retoumed  iVom  her 
pilgrimage,  who  came  to  the  castell  according  to  her  promise. 
And  alter  friendly  gretinges  one  of  an  other,  the  duchesse  made 
her  to  vndervtande  ho>\  since  her  departure  she  had  neuer  almost 
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commen  out  of  her  bed,  for  that  she  had  bene  affiicted  with  a 
mosle  grieuous  sickenesse.  Neuerthelesse  by  the  heipe  of 
God,  and  the  iatercession  of  good  S.  lames  (to  whom  she  had 
TOwed  her  selfe)  she  had  recouered  health.  And  if  she  could  oh- 
taine  leaue  of  the  duke  her  husband,  she  would  thinke  her  self 
happy  to  make  a  voyage  thither  in  her  companie.  Which  the  Spa- 
nisbe  lady  persuaded  by  all  meanes  possible,  shewing  vnto  her 
many  commodities,  she  should  tindc  in  Spaine,  and  the  honorable 
company  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  at  her  arriuall  there  (if  it 
would  please  her  to  doc  them  so  muche  honor  as  to  visite  them  in 
passing  by)  would  leaue  nothing  vndone  for  the  best  manner  of 
entertainement  that  possibly  might  be  deuised.  And  by  this 
meane  the  ladye  Isabell  thought  to  pricke  her  forward,  who  was  in 
dede  but  to  quicke  of  the  spurre  already,  and  thinking  eucry 
houre  viT.  determined  one  morning  thereof  to  moue  the  duke  her 
husbande,  to  whom  she  sayd :  "  My  lorde,  I  beleue  that  you  doe 
sufficiently  well  remember  my  trouble  paste,  and  the  extreme  mar- 
tjTdome  that  I  suffred  in  my  late  sickenesse,  and  namely  of  the 
vowe  whiche  I  made  for  recouery  of  my  health.  Nowe  finding 
my  selfe  whole  and  strong,  my  desire  is  that  with  your  li- 
cence I  might  accomplishe  my  voyage,  specially  with  so  good 
opportunitie:  for  the  noblewoman  of  Spayne  of  whome  1  haue 
heretofore  told  you,  is  returned,  and  it  should  be  a  great  ease  to 
vs  both  to  goe  in  companie  together.  And  for  so  much  as 
it  is  a  matter  of  necessirie,  and  that  earely  or  late,  I  must 
aduenture  to  paye  my  vowed  debte,  it  is  best  both  for  my 
commoditie  and  also  for  my  honour,  to  goe  in  her  companie." 
Whereunto  the  good  duke  did  willingly  accorde:  who  neuer  had 
any  manner  of  suspicion  that  sutch  a  treason  was  lodged  in 
the  harle  of  so  great  a  princesse.  And  hauing  giuen  order  for 
all  things  retjuisite  for  her  departing,  she  tooke  a  ccrtaine  number 
of  gentlemen  and  damsels,  amongst  which,  maister  Appian  and 
Emilia  were  not  forgotten,  and  being  all  apparelled  in  pilgrimcs 
weedes,  by  long  trauaile  and  weary  ioumeis,  after  they  had  passed 
the  cold  Alpcs,  they  came  into  the  countie  of  Kossilion,  and  en- 
tred  into  Spayne:  and  tlun  the  duchesse  feling  her  selfe  to  ap- 
proche  the  place  where  her  hart  of  long  tyme  had  taken  hold,  de- 
VOL.  I.  Co 
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sired  the  lady  Tsabcll  and  her  company  earnestly,  not  to  make  it 
knowen  to  any  persouc  what  she  wa».  And  so  traueihng  by 
small  iournrycs,and  deuisingof  diuerse  matters^  they  arriued  with- 
in two  litle  dayes  iouroey  to  the  place  where  the  iorde  of  Men- 
dozza  kept  his  ordinarie  housholde.  For  which  cause  the  Spanishe 
lady  entreated  the  duchesse  nut  to  be  offended,  if  she  sent  some 
one  of  her  men  before  to  geue  adueniseraent  of  their  comraing, 
which  the  duchesse  graunted.  And  the  messauger  finding  the  lord 
of  Mendozza  readie  to  receiue  them,  and  hauiog  done  him  to  vn- 
derstand  of  the  coming  of  the  duchesse,  of  the  firste  lalkc  bctwene 
her  and  his  syster,  of  the  great  enteriainement  that  she  had  gcuea 
them,  of  the  singuter  bcautie  with  the  which  she  wad  adorned : 
he  was  not  so  grosse  but  that  he  knewe  by  and  by,  that  the 
duchesse  at  those  yeares,  had  not  bene  so  hberoil  ut'  her  labour, 
to  make  such  a  voiage  one  foote,  without  some  other  respect: 
and  dissembling  what  be  thought,  caused  thirty  or  fortie  of  his 
gentlemen  incontinently  to  make  them  ready.  To  whome  mak- 
ing as  tliough  hee  would  goe  hunte  the  hare,  be  went  to  meete 
the  duchesse:  and  hauing  disoouered  them  a  farre  of  in  a  tielde^ 
the  lady  Isabell  did  forthwith  knowe  theim.  Who  aduerlised  the 
duchesse  that  he  wiiich  ridde  vppon  the  wbyte  ienet  of  Spayne, 
was  the  Iorde  of  Mendozza  her  brother,  and  that  the  other  were 
his  seruauntes.  The  prince  then  after  he  had  made  his  burse  to 
Taute  three  or  fourc  times  aloft  in  tlie  ayre,  with  an  excellent  grace 
and  marueilous  dexteritie  lighted  from  his  hoi^e,  and  kissing  her 
hand,  say d  vnto  her:  "  Madame,  I  bcleuc  that  if  the  wandering 
knightcs  of  olde  tyme,  who  baue  eternized  their  memoric,  by  an 
iniiiiite  nunibre  of  renowmed  victories,  had  had  so  muche  good 
hicke,  as  many  tymes  in  tlicir  aducntures  to  meete  witli  such  pil- 
grimes  as  you  be,  they  woulde  willinglyc  liaue  abmidooed  the 
launce  and  murrion,  to  take  the  sliiffe  and  scrippe."  The  duchesse 
then  beyng  comparable  with  anye  ladyc  of  her  tymc,  for  her  edu- 
cation and  comely  taike,  assayled  with  ioyc,  fcare,  and  shame,  that 
no  lacke  of  dniie  might  be  fouude  in  her,  sayde  vnto  hym  :  "And 
in  deede  my  Iorde  like  as  if  the  knightes  of  whom  you  speake, 
had  tasted  of  some  good  hap  (as  you  tcrmc  it)  by  meting  with 
such  pilgrimcs :  so  also  we  hope  that  the  saint  to  whome  we  b« 
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vowed,  in  the  honor  of  whom  we  liaue  enterprised  this  perillous 
voyage,  will  receiue  vs  in  good  parte:  otherwyse  our  payne  were 
altogether  loste,  and  our  ioumey  euil  implojed.'*  And  after  they 
had  geuen  this  first  amorous  atteint,  the  lord  of  Mendozza  taking 
her  by  the  anue,  conducted  her  vnto  his  castell,  deuisiug  of  plea- 
saunt  matters.  And  be  was  greatl3'e  astonned^  to  see  so  rare  a 
beautie,  afi  appeared  in  the  princesse -.  whiche  neither  the  wear i- 
nesse  of  the  waye,  nor  the  parching  beames  of  the  sunne,  coulde 
ia  any  wyse  so  appaire,  but  that  there  rested  ynough,  to  drawe  vn- 
to her  the  very  hartes  of  the  moste  colde  and  frosen  men  of  the 
world.  And  albeit  the  lordc  of  Mendozza  tookc  great  pleasure 
and  admiration  in  beholding  her,  yet  was  it  nothing  in  respect  of 
the  duchesse:  wlio  after  she  had  aduised  and  well  marked  the 
beautie,  excellency,  and  other  good  giftes  of  grace,  in  tlie  lorde  of 
Mendozza,  she  confessed  that  al  that  which  she  had  heard  of  his 
sister,  was  but  a  dreame  in  comparison  of  the  proufc,  which  dis- 
couered  it  selfe  vpon  the  first  viewe:  seeming  vnto  her  by  good 
Judgement,  that  all  the  beauties  of  the  worlde  were  but  paintinges, 
in  respect  of  the  perfection  of  thai  wiiiche  shee  sawc  with  her  eyes. 
Wherin  bhc  was  not  decciued,  albeit  that  her  feroent  loue  might 
haue  bewitched  her  senses.  For  all  the  histories  in  Latine,  Spa- 
nishe,  and  Italien,  the  which  make  mention  of  Mendozza,  geue 
vnto  him  the  firste  place  in  beautie  of  all  the  princes  and  lurdes 
that  were  in  his  tyme.  The  poore  duchesse,  after  she  had  mani- 
fested by  oulwiirde  gestures,  and  countenaunces,  to  the  lord  of 
Mendozza,  that  which  was  in  the  inward  part  of  her  harte,  without 
recciuing  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  sight,  whiche  she  desired,  de- 
termined (hauing  sniourned  three  dayes  in  his  castell)  to  departe 
the  nexte  morning  (vnwares  to  the  knight),  to  performe  her  voy- 
age. And  so  soonc  as  the  light  of  the  daye  began  to  appeare, 
she  went  to  the  chamber  of  tlie  lady  Isabell,  whom  she  thanked 
afiectuuusly,  aswcll  fur  her  good  com|>anye,  as  for  the  great  cour- 
tesie  and  humauitie,  that  she  had  receiued  in  her  house.  And 
hauing  taken  teaue  of  tkcr,  depi'Lrtcd  witli  Iter  traine.  The  knight 
Mendozza,  about  an  houre  or  two  after  her  departure,  aduertised 
thereof,  was  greatly  troubled,  what  the  matter  might  be  tliat  she 
was  gone  without  taking  leaue  of  him.     And  after  that  he  had  a 
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little  thought  thenipon,  he  easely  perceiued,  that  all  the  fanit  ther- 
of  was  in  him  selfe:  and  that  this  great  princeiisc  had  abaadoned 
her  couotrie,  of  purpose  by  all  iudgetneot  lu  visitc  him,  and  that 
he  had  shewed  himself  very  slacke  for  her  satisfaction,  in  that  he 
bad  not  ofTred  her  his  seruice :  wherat  being  iustly  greued,  she  did 
not  vouchsafe  to  geue  him  a  farewell.  And  so  accusing  himselfe, 
he  determined  to  tbitowe  after  her,  accompanied  onet^e  with  twoo 
pages.  And  bcyng  on  horscbacke,  it  was  not  long  before  hee , 
espied  her  in  the  hyghe  waye  to  Saint  lauies,  where  lighting,  hee  ■ 
walked  twoo  myles  with  her,  reasonyng  the  matter  without  inter* 
mission:  desiring  her  amoages  other  thyngeSi  to  let  hym  vnder- 
stand  what  displeasure  shec  had  conceined  in  his  house,  that  caus- 
ed her  so  spedy  and  secret  a  departure:  'adding  thereunto,  tliat  if  i 
her  pleasure  were,  he  would  accompanie  her  to  the  place  whether 
she  was  vowed,  and  would  also  reconduct  her  in  his  owne  persone 
to  Thurin,  in  so  honourable  sorte,  as  she  should  fiiide  cause  to  be 
contented.  Then  passing  further,  witli  sigbes  sayd  vnto  her: 
"  Madame,  fortune  had  done  me  a  great  bcnefite,  if  when  my  sis- 
ter made  her  vowc  to  goe  to  Rome,  I  had  lost  the  battaile  against 
mine  enemies,  and  that  her  vowe  had  bene  without  effect.  For  it 
might  liaue  bene  that  I  should  haue  remained  quiet  by  the  losse 
of  some  of  my  people.  But  alas,  [  fele  now,  since  your  comming 
into  this  countrie,  a  battaile  so  cruel,  and  assault  so  furious  in  my 
barte,  as  not  being  able  any  longer  to  resiste  it,  I  finde  my  selfe 
vanquished,  and  caught  captiuc,  in  such  sort  as  I  know  not  to 
whom  to  complain,  but  toyuu,  which  is  the  motion  of  all  my  dis- 
quietnessc:  and  yet,  which  grieueth  me  most,  you  dissemble  at 
though  you  did  not  vndcrstand  it.  And  to  bring  mc  to  my  lait 
end,  you  are  dei>aited  this  day  out  of  my  house,  not  daining  to  see 
me,  or  to  appease  mc  with  one  farewel,  which  bath  so  further  in* 
flamed  my  passion,  as  1  die  a  thousand  times  a  day.  Heseching 
you  for  the  lime  to  come,  to  enireate  me  more  fauourably,  or  yoa 
shall  see  me,  in  that  state,  wherein  you  would  be  loth  to  see  your 
enemy :  which  is,  most  cruel  death."  And  in  dede,  he  shewed 
sufficiently,  how  great  the  grief  was  that  pressed  him,  and  how 
well  the  passion  that  he  fell,  was  agreable  to  the  wordes  which  he 
•pake  :  for  in  pronouncing  his  wordes  he  sighed  so  in  his  tale,  and 
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changed  his  colour  so  often,  nnd  had  his  face  so  besprent  with 
teares,  as  it  seoied  his  soule  attached  with  {superfluous  sorrowe, 
would  at  that  very  instant  haue abandoned  his  bo<lye.  Which  the 
princesse  perceiuinge,  touching  at  the  quickc  the  very  spring  of  all 
hiseuill,  sayd  vnto  him:  *'  Seignior Mendozza,  I  know  aolwhatyou 
wold  that  [  nhouM  do  more  for  you,  nor  for  what  occasion  you 
do  pretende,  that  1  should  be  the  cause  of  your  death  :  for  if  the 
occasion  thereof  sliould  happen  tlirough  my  defauh,  my  life  by 
strengthe  or  abilitie,  could  not  endure  one  houre  after,  for  the  so 
rowe  [  should  conceiue  llierof.  Thinke  me  to  be  yours,  and  be 
not  otTended,  1  beseth  you»  if  opeuly  I  doe  no  longer  talke  with 
you :  for  I  would  not  to  wione  al  the  goodes  in  the  world, 
that  any  of  this  trainc  which  doth  accompany  me,  should  perceiue 
any  one  aparke  of  the  great  kindled  fire,  wherin  my  hart  bumcth 
day  and  night  for  you,  being  assured  ihaAif  you  had  felt  one  houre 
of  my  payne,  in  place  to  accuse  me  of  crucltie,  your  self  complain- 
ing, wold  pitie  the  griefe  whicbe  1  haue  sustained  for  your  long 
absence:  for  without  the  continual  presence  uf  your  persoue,  re- 
presenting it  selfe  in  the  eyes  of  mine  vnderstanding,  with  a  iinne 
hope  once  to  haue  seen  you :  it  had  bene  impossible  for  me,  to 
resist  the  long  and  hard  assaulte,  wherwith  louc  hatli  euery  houre 
assailed  me.  But  one  thing  I  must  aedes  confesse  vnto  you,  that  by 
reason  of  the  cold  welcome  which  you  made  me  in  the  beginning, 
I  thought  it  proceded  of  some  euill  opinion  couceiued  of  me  or 
peraduenture  that  you  had  thought  me  ouer  liberall  of  mine  ho- 
nour, to  haue  left  the  coumrie  where  I  commaunde,  to  render  my 
self  subieci  to  your  good  grace,  which  caused  me  witliout  leaue  to 
depart  your  house.  But  now  that  I  do  know  by  your  counte- 
naunceand  leares,  the  conuarie,  I  acknowledge  my  fault,  and  d^ 
aire  you  to  forget  it.  With  full  promise  that  vppon  my  retoume 
from  my  voiage  of  S.  lames,  I  will  make  yuu  amendes,  in  the 
very  same  place,  wher  1  committed  the  fault:  and  remaining  your 
prisoner  for  a  ceriaine  time,  i  wil  not  depart  from  you,  vniill  1  have 
satisfied,  by  sufficient  penance  the  greatnes  of  my  trespas.  In  the 
meane  time  you  shal  content  your  self  with  my  goodwill:  and 
without  passing  any  furdier  retorne  againe  home  to  your  castell, 
for  feare  least  some  suspicious  pcrsonein  my  company  should  con- 
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ceiue  that  in  mc,  which  all  the  dayes  of  my  lite  I  nener  gaae  oc- 
casion  so  mach   as  once  to  thiuke."     To  whome  the   lorde  of 
Mendozza  obeied,  more  to  content  her  than  otherwise^  forhee  had 
the  beauties  and  good   behauiours   of  the  princcsse,  so  imprinted 
in  tlie  moate  pleasaunt  place  of  his  harte,  as  he  would  haue  desired 
neuer  to  haue  departed  her  companie.     But  like  as  they  determi- 
ned  iocundly,  to   imploy  and  satisBe  their  desire,  at  her  retome 
from  her  voyage,  cucii  so  fortune  in  the  mcane  while  did  beset 
the  same,  and  so  fully  brake  the  threde  of  their  enterprises,  as  the 
issue  had  not  so  good   successe,  as  was  their  prefixed  hope.     Now 
leaue  we  the  duchease   lo  perfourme  her  voyage,  and  the  lord  of 
Mendozzji  to  entertain  his  amorous  passions,  and  let  vs  digresse  to 
the  duke,  who  about  x.  or  xii.  dayes  after  the  duchesse  his  wife 
was  departed,  began  to  fele  her  absence,  which  not  being  able 
to  susteine   for  the   greflt   loue   he   bare  vnto  her,  and  specially 
knowing  the  great  fault  that  he  had  committed  (being   the  sister 
of  a  king  and  wife  of  such  a  prince)  so  to  Jet  her  go  like  an   vq- 
fealhered  shaft,   in  so  long  a  voyage:  determined  with  him  selfe 
(for  feare  least   if  any  misfortune  happening  vnto  her,  the  same 
should   touch   his   honour)   to  call   together  his  counsel,  and  to 
prouide  some  remedic.     The  counseJ  assembled,   and  the  caase 
proponed,  euerie  of  them  told  the  duke  that  he  had  ouer  lightly 
consented  to   the  will   of  the  duchesse,   and  that  if  she  should 
chauncc  to  incurre  any  incouuenience,  al  men  would  impute  it  to 
his  reproch  wherof  they  would  haue  aduertised  him  al  the  begin- 
ning,  sauing  for  fearc  they   had  to  displease  him:    adding   for 
conclusion,   that   tt  wa4  most  eskpedient  the  duke  should   put 
himselfe  on  the  sea  to  goe  seeke  her  in  Galisia.     ^Vhich  he  did, 
and  imburkcd   him   self  with  a   great   compauie    of  gentlemen, 
to  whome  the  winde  was  so  fauouruble,  as  he  ariued  at   S.    lames 
before  her:  and   hauing  made  enquirie  for  her,  vnderstode  she 
was  not  come.     Neuerthelesse  he  was  aduertised  by  certainc  pil- 
grims, that  it  could  not  be  long  before  she  would  be  there,  for 
that    they  had   loft  her   not  paste  three  or  fourc  dayes  iourncy 
from  thence,  tniueiling  with  her  traync,  by  small  ioumeis :  nhcrof 
the  duke  was  cxccnding  glad,  and  sent  cenaine  of  his  gentlemen 
lo  mctc  her  vpou  the  way,  as  she  came,  who  rode  not  &rre  before 
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they  met  the  duchesse   with  her  companie,  and  did  her  to  vnder- 
atand  of  the  duke's  arriuall,  and  oK  the  cause  of  his  comiuiuj;  from 
Thurin.     Which  tidinges  was  not  very  ioyfull  to  her,  and  by  her 
will  would  haue  wished  that  be  had  not  takea  so  much  payaes: 
neuerthelesse,  preferring  honor   hefore  aflecliori,   slie   made   the 
more  haste  to  see  him,  and  at  herurriuall  seemed  to  bee  glad  of  his 
comming,  and  to  lament  the  payne  that  he  Ikad  Laken  by  commit- 
ting himselfe  in  so   many  daungers  for  licr  sake.     Afterwardes 
they  entred  into  the  churche  with  great  deuotion,  where  when  the 
duchesse   had   made  certaiiie   particuler   praiers,   sliee   began   to 
perceiue  that  God  had  withstanded  her  lasciuious  wil,  and  pitying 
the  good  duke  her  husband,  would  not  permit  him  to  be  deceiued 
in    suche   disloyall   sort,   repentantly    bewayling    her   forepassed 
faulte.    And  feling  herself  pressed  eaea  at  the  very  soule  with  a 
certainc  remorse  of  conscience,  she  was  so  victorious  ouer  her 
affections,  as  she  determinetl  wholly  to  forget  Menduzza  and  his 
beautic :  praysing  God  neuerthclcssc  that  it  liad  pleased  him  to 
grauat  her  the  grace  so  well  to  dispose  her  matters,  that  her 
affections  had   not  exceded  the  bondes  of  honor:' determining 
from  thenceforth,  not  onely  to  put  Mendozza  in  vtter  obliuion, 
but  also  for  euer  clerely  to  cut  of  his  amorous  practise,  and  ther- 
fore  would  not  so  much  as  bid  him  once  farewell,  nor  yet  to  let 
him  in  any  wise  Miderstand  those  newes.     And  so  settled  in  this 
deliberation,   soHciied   her   husband  very  instantly    to    departe, 
whiche  he  did,  and  all  thinges  prepared  to  the  sea,  they  tokcagaine 
their  course  to  Thurin,  and  had  the  wyndc  so  prosperous,  as  from 
thence  in  fewe  dayes  after,  they  arriued  at  Marsellis :  and  wearye 
of  the  seas,  he  caused  horses  to  be  prepared   to  ryde  from  thence 
to  Thurin  by  land,  wher  he  and  his  wife  lined  logeihcr  in  right 
great  ioy  and  amitie.    The  iorde   of  Mendozza   greatly   payned 
with  the  long  absence  of  tlie  duchesse,  sent   a  gentleman  of  pur- 
pose to  Galisia,  to  know  tlie  cause  of  her  long  tarying.     Who 
brought  certain  newes  that  the  duke  was  cornea  in  persone  to 
fetclie  his  wife,  and  that  be  had  caried  her  awaye  with  him  by  sea; 
wherewithal   lie  was  marueiluualy  out  of  paciencc,  determining 
neuenbelesse  one  daye  when  bis  affaires   were  in  good  order, 
to  go  visite  her  at  Thurin.     During  the  time  that  tliese  thinges 
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remained  in  this  cstAte,  as  well  of  the  one  side,  as  of  the  other: 
the  Almaines  prepared  a  great  army,  and  entred  into  Fraunce, 
where  they  wasted  and  burned  a]  the  coantrey  as  they  passed. 
The  king  being  aduertised  hereof,  sent  for  the  duke  of  Sauoie, 
to  goe  mete  ihem  with  the  men  of  armes  of  Fraunce.  But  before 
his  departure  from  Thurtn,  he  lefte  for  his  lieutenant  general!,: 
the  earle  of  Pancalicr,  by  ihcaduiso  and  counsell  of  wbome  he 
intended  that  ntl  the  affaires  of  the  duchie  should  be  ruled 
and  gouerued  in  his  absence,  and  that  he  should  in  ao  ample ' 
wyse  be  honoured  and  obeyed,  as  his  owne  persone.  This  carle 
of  Pancalier  was  a  nobleman,  verie  prudent  in  his  doinges,  and 
knewe  right  well  howe  to  gouemethe  common  wealth,  who  seing 
that  hee  had  the  whole  countrie  at  his  commaundement,  and  hym 
selfe  many  tymes  in  presence  of  the  duchestie,  viewing  her  so 
iayre  and  comelie,  could  not  so  well  rule  his  atTcctions,  but  that 
by  lillc  and  lille  he  fell  into  loue  with  her,  in  such  wyse  as  hee  for- 
gai  hym  selfe,  makyng  no  conscience  to  offer  his  seruice  vnto  her. 
But  the  princesse  who  was  resolued  to  lyue  a  good  woman,  abhor* 
red  all  his  lascinious  orations,  requiring  hym  to  bee  better  aduysed 
another  tyme,  before  he  presumed  to  viier  sutche  taike,  cxcepte 
to  sutch  that  were  his  equals.  Teliiog  hym  that  a  man  ought  not 
to  bee  so  vnshamefast  to  oflTcr  his  seruice  to  anye  great  ladic,  or  to 
make  other  sute  vnto  her,  before  hee  hadde  fyrste  knoucn  by  her 
gesture  or  woordes,  some  lykelyhoode  of  loue:  which  be  could  not 
deeme  in  her,  for  so  much  as  she  neither  to  him  or  to  any  other 
bad  euer,  (.til  that  day  in  nil  her  life)  shewed  such  fauuur,  as  other 
sospicioa  could  be  conceiued,  but  that  which  was  conuenable  and 
raeete  for  her  honour.  Which  when  the  couniie  of  PaQt-alier  vn- 
derstoode,  he  toke  his  leaue  of  her,  ashamed  of  that  he  had  done. 
But  he  folowing  the  custome  of  loners,  not  thinking  himselfe  cast 
of  for  the  first  refuse,  eftsoncs  renewed  his  requcstes:  and  fram- 
ing a  louing  stile,  besought  her  to  haue  pitie  vppuu  him,  and  to 
respect  the  greatnesse  of  bis  passion:  and  that  be  could  not  pn>- 
longe  his  life  without  the  fauour  of  her  good  grace,  who  onelv 
was  ilic  very  remcdie  of  his  euill.  The  ducbesse  pesued  with  such 
like  talke,  saide  vnto  him  :  "  Sir  Countie,  me  thinke  you  ought 
to  bnue  satisfyed  your  selfe  with  my  first  deniail,  without  further 
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contianance  in  the  pursuing  of  your  rashe  enterprise.  Haue  you 
forgotten  the  place  timt  you  keepe,  and  the  honour  whcreunto  my 
lorde  the  duke  my  husband  hath  exalted  you  i  Is  this  none  the 
loyall  reward  that  you  render  vnto  him  for  creating  you  his  lieute- 
naunt  oueraJI  his  landesand  seigniories,  to  dcmaund  tJie  prchemi- 
nence  of  his  bcdde  i  Assure  your  selfe  for  final  warning,  that  if 
euer  hereafter  you  shal  againe  fall  into  like  error,  I  swearc  vntoyou 
by  the  faith  of  a  princesse,  that  I  will  make  you  to  be  chastised 
in  suche  sort,  as  al  semblable  rraytors  and  disloyal  seruaunts  shal 
take  example."  The  earle  seing  himselfe  refused,  and  thus  re- 
buked,  and  in  doubt  that  the  princesse  woulde  make  her  husbande 
to  vnderstandc  liis  enterprise  vpon  his  retourne,  chaunging  his 
greate  lone  into  hatred  more  then  mortall,  determined  whatsoeuer 
should  come  thereof,  to  inuente  all  meanes  possible,  vtterly  to  de- 
stroye  the  duchesse.  And  after  that  he  fansied  diners  thinges  in 
minde,  he  deuiaed  (by  the  instinct  of  the  deuil)  to  cause  one  of  his 
uepliewes,  being  of  the  age  of  xviii.  or  twentie  yeares,  which 
was  his  heire  apparant,  for  that  he  hftd  no  children,  and  was  one  of 
the  fayrest  and  best  condicioned  gentlemen  of  all  Thurin,  to  sort 
that  deuilish  attempt  to  purpwse.  And  finding  opportunitie,  one 
daye  hee  saide  to  the  yonge  man  (that  depended  wholly  vppon 
him)  these  words.  "  Nephew,  thou  knowest  that  all  the  hope  of 
lining  thou  hast  in  this  world  resteth  in  me  alone,  of  whom  I  make 
so  good  accompte  as  of  my  diilde.  And  f<ir  that  it  pleased  God 
to  giue  me  no  children,  I  haue  constituted  and  ordcined  tliee  my 
sole  and  oncly  heyre  with  ful  hope  that  from  henceforth  thou  wilt 
dutifully  acknowledge  thy  selfe  most  bounde  vnto  mee,  and  there- 
fore obedient  in  all  thinges  which  I  shal  commaundc  thee,  specially 
in  that  which  may  be  most  for  thine  aduauncemente.  The  duke 
as  thou  knowest,  h  absent,  olde,  and  crooked,  and  at  all  houres  in 
the  mercy  of  death  throughe  the  daungers  of  the  warres.  Nowc 
if  he  should  chaunce  to  die,  my  desire  is  to  mary  thee  with  some 
great  lady  :  yea  and  if  it  were  possible  witli  the  duchessse  her 
6ei(e,  which  God  knoweth  what  proHte  it  would  bringc  both  to  thee 
and  thy  frendes,  and  in  my  iudgement  an  easie  matter  to  com- 
passe,  if  thou  wilt  dispose  thy  selfe  aitcr  my  couosell,  or  at  leaste 
wise,  if  thou  canst  not  come  to  the  title  of  husband,  thou  maiest 
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not  faile  lo  be  recciued  as  her  frend.  Thou  art  a  cooily  gentleman, 
and  iu  good  fuuour  with  the  duchessc,  as  I  haue  oftentimes  perceiu- 
edby  her  communication,  albeit  that  holdinge  fast  tlie  bridle  of  her 
honor,  shee  hath  been  afraid  hetherto  to  open  herselfe  vni<j  thee. 
Spare  not  m_v  goods,  make  thy  selfe  braue  and  gallant  from  hence- 
forth whatsoeuer  it  coste,  and  be  dilligente  to  please  her  in  all  that 
thou  maiest,  and  time  shall  make  thee  know  that  whicii  thy  tender 
yearcs  bath  hitherto  hidden  from  ihee."  The  poorc  yonge  man 
giuinge  faith  to  the  vnfuithfull  inuentions  of  hits  vncle  (whom  hee 
counted  as  his  father)  began  oft  lo  frequent  the  presence  of  the 
duchcflse,  and  shamefastlyc  to  solicite  her  by  lookcs  and  other 
offices  ofhumanitie,  as  nature  had  taught  him,  continuing  that 
order  the  space  of  a  moneth.  Which  by  the  duchesse  wel  viewed 
and  marked,  she  was  diligent  for  her  part  to  accept  the  honest  and 
affectionate  seniice  which  the  yong  man  dailye  did  vnto  her,  and 
shewed  vnto  him  likewise  a  ceruiine  more  curteous  fauour  than  to 
the  rest  of  the  pages,  as  wel  for  the  birtli  iind  beautie  wherwithal 
nature  had  enriched  him,  as  fdl'that  she  saw  him  enclined  to  do  her 
better  scruicetlian  the  rest,  not  thinking  ofany  dishonest  appetite  in 
theyong  man, nor  the  malice  ofhis  vncle,  who  conceiued  none  other 
felicitie  but  ID  reuenge  of  the  duchesse,hiBennemie,  and  not  able  to 
beare  the  cruel  malhce  rooted  in  his  hartc,  determined  to  play  double 
orquit.  And  cuUinge  his  nephew  before  him  he  said  vnto  him :  "  My 
chllde,  I  do  perceiue  and  see  that  thou  art  one  of  the  most  happiest 
gentlemen  ofal  Europe,  i f  thou  knewest  how  lo  folow  thine  owne  good 
luck.  For  the  duchesse  not  onely  is  amorous  of  thee,  but  also 
coubumeih  for  the  earnest  loue  shee  beareth  thee.  But  as  then 
knuwest  women  be  shainefast  and  woulde  be  sued  vnto  in  secrete, 
and  do  delight  to  be  deceiued  of  men,  to  thend  it  might  seeme  bow 
with  deceit  or  force  they  were  constrained  to  yeld  to  that  which  of 
their  own  minds  they  would  willingly  offer,  were  it  not  for  a  hde 
shamefastnes  that  doth  withdrawc  them.  And  thereof  assure  thy 
selfe,  for  I  haue  oftentimes  experimented  the  same,  to  my  great 
good  lucke.  Wherfore  credite  my  councel,  and  follow  mine  ad- 
uise.  And  thou  thy  selfe  shalt  confesse  vnto  mee,  before  to  morrow 
at  this  time,  that  thou  art  the  happiest  man  of  the  world.  I  wilt, 
(hen,  that  this  night  when  thou  seest  conuenient  time,  thou  shalt 
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conueye  thy  selfe  secretlye  into  the  chamber  of  the  duchesse,  and 
there  hide  tiiy  selfe  vnder  her  bedde,  for  feare  of  being  espied : 
where  thou  shalt  reuiaiiie  vniil  an  houre  aft«r  midnight,  when  all 
men  be  in  ihe  dcplh  of  iheir  sleejie.  And  when  thou  percciuest 
eucry  man  at  rest,  thou  shaitc  closely  rise,  and  approcliing  theduch- 
es&e  bed,  thou  shalt  tell  what  thou  art,  and  [am  sure  for  the  earnest 
loue  she  bearcth  thee,  and  for  the  long  absence  of  her  husband,  she 
wil  curteouslie  receiue  thee  betwene  her  annes,  and  feast  thee  with 
such  delights  as  amorous  foike  doe  embrace  theirlouers."  The  sim- 
ple yong  man  giuing  faith  to  thewordsofhisvncle  that  was  honoured 
as  a  king  (thinking  [>crhaps  that  it  proceeded  by  the  perswa*jion  uf 
theduchesse)  followed  his  commaundement,  and  obeied  whollie  his 
traiterous  and  abhomiuable  best.  Who  (oportunitiefounde)  accom- 
plished from  pointe  to  point,  that  which  his  cruel  vncle  had  coin- 
maunded.  And  a  title  before  midnight,  fearing  least  liis  treason 
shoulde  be  discouered,  toke  with  him  three  couucellors,  and  certaine 
otlier  ofthe  guardeofthecastcll.  VVhereuntoaslieutenaunt  to  the 
duke,  he  might  both  enter  and  issue  at  al  times  when  he  list,  and  not 
opening  the  cause  of  his  intent,  went  straight  to  the  poriall  of  the 
duchesse  chamber,  and  kuockingeat  the  dure,  said  that  the  duke  was 
come.  Which  being  opened,  heeentred  in  with  anomberof  lightest 
accompanied  with  the  guarde,  hauinge  a  rapier  readye  draweu  in  hi* 
handt*,  like  a  furious  man  besides  himselfcj  began  to  looke  rounde 
about,  and  vnder  the  bcdde  of  the  duchesse  :  Irora  whence  he  caused 
bis  owne proper  nephew  to  be  drawne.  To  whom,  without geuing  him 
leasure  to  speake,  for  feare  lest  his  malice  should  be  discouered,  he 
saide :  *'  O  detestable  villaine  thou  shalt  die."  And  therewithal!  he 
thruste  the  rapier  into  him,  to  the  hard  hiltes,  and  doubling  another 
blowe  to  make  him  faile  of  his  speache,  hee  pearced  his  throte,  so 
fiercely,  as  the  poore  innocente  after  he  had  a  little  staggered,  fell 
downe  deade  to  the  grounde.  When  he  had  put  vp  his  rapier,  he 
turned  towards  the  counsollers,  and  saide  vnto  them :  "  My  frends, 
this  is  not  the  fii^t  time  that  I  haue  espied  the  lasciuious  and  dis- 
honest loue  betweene  this  my  lecherous  nephew  and  the  duchesse, 
whom  I  haue  caused  to  die  to  honourably  in  respect  of  his  desert, 
for  by  the  very  rigor  of  the  law,  he  deserued  to  liaue  bin  burnt 
quick,  or  els  to  be  torne  in  peeces  with  foure  horses.     But  my  ladie 
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the  duchesse  I  meane  not  to  punishe,  or  to  prouide  chastisement 
for  her:  For  you  be  not  ignoraunt,  that   tlie  auncient  cusioine  of 
Lombardie  aud  Sauoye  rcquiretii  that  eucry  woman  taken  in  adul- 
terie,  shal  be  burned  altue,  if  wtthio  a  yeare  and  a  day  she  6nde  not 
a  champion  to  Bght  the  combate  for  her  innocencic.     But  for  the 
bounden  duetie  that  I  beare  to  my  lord  the  duke,  and  for  respects 
of  the  eatate  which   he  hath  committed  to  my  charge,  I  will  to-. 
morrow  dispatch  a  poasle,  to  make  him  vnderstandc  the  whole  ao-J 
cidentas  it  is  come  to  passe.     Aod  the  duchesse  shall  remaine  ia. 
this  chamber,  with  cerlaine  of  her  maids,  vnder  sure  keeping  and 
safegarde."    All  this  lime  the  duchesse  who  had  both  iudgemenie 
and  spirite  so  good  as  any  princesse  that  raigned  in  her  time,  su&>^ 
pectcd  by  and  by  the  treason  of  the  carle*    And  with  a  pitiful!  eye 
beholding  the  dead  body  of  her  page,  fetching  a  deepe  sighe,  cried 
out : "  Oh,  innocent  soule :  which  sometime  gauest  hfe  to  this  bodye 
that  Dowe  is  but  earth,  thou  art  nowe  in  place  where  thou  secst  j 
clearelye  the  iniquitie  of  the  murderer,  that  laielye  did  put  thee  to 
death."    And  hauiag  made  au  ende  of  this  exclamation  with  her 
armes  a  crosse,  shee  remained  as  inasownc  with  out  mouing  either 
hande  or  foote.     And  after  she  had  continued  a  while  m  that  state, 
shee  desired  the  couDsellers  to  cause  the  bodye  to  be  buried,  and  , 
to  restore  it  to  the  earth  whereof  it  had  the  first  creation.    "  For 
(quoth  she)  it  hath  not  deserued  to  be  tied  to  the  gibct,  and  to  be 
foode  for  birds  of  the  ayre."     Which  they  graunted  not  without  a 
certaine  greuous  suspicion  betwcenc  her  and  the  page.     For  so 
muche  as  she  excused  not  herseife,  but  the  innocencle  of  him,  with- 
out speaking  any  wordc  of  her  owne  particular  iustilication.     This 
pitifuU  aduenture  was  out  of  hande  published  through  all  the  citie, 
with  so  great  sorrow  and  murmure  of  the  people,  as  it  seemed  the 
enemies  had  sacked  the  towne.    For  there  was  not  one,  from  the 
very  least  to  the  grcatcste  of  al,  but  did  both  louc  and  rcuerence  the., 
duchesse,  in  such  sort  as  it  seemed  vnto  them,  that  this  mitifortund 
was  fallen  vpon  euery  one  of  their  children.    The  earle  of  Panca- 
lier  did  nothing  all  that  day,  but  dispatch  the  pousics.     And  hau* 
tng  caused  all  the  whole  matter  to  be  rcgibtred  as  it  was  seen  to  be 
done,  he  commaundcd  the  counsel lers,  and  them  of  the  garde,  to 
subscribe  his  letters.     And  all  the  matter  being  put  in  order  he 
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sent  away  two  currors  with  diligence,  the  one  into  Englandc  to 
aduertise  the  king  her  brother,  and  the  other  to  the  duke :  who  being 
arriued,  ech  man  in  his  place,  presented  their  charges.  Whereunto 
both  the  brother  and  the  husband  gaue  full  credite  without  any  mor 
ner  of  difficultie  :  perswaded  principally  thereunto  by  the  death  of 
the  nephew :  who  (as  it  was  very  likely)  had  not  been  put  to  death 
by  his  owne  vncle,  and  of  whom  hee  was  also  the  very  heire,  with- 
out his  most  grceuous  fault,  praysinge  greatly  the  tidclitie  of  the 
earle,  that  had  not  pardoned  his  owne  proper  bloud,  to  conserue 
his  duty  and  honour  to  his  soueraigne  lorde.     And  it  was  con- 
cluded betweene  them,  by  deliberate  aduisc  and  counsaile,  as  wcU 
of  those  of  the  king  of  England,  as  by  a  great  nomber  of  learned  men 
of  Fraunce,  whom  the  French  kinge  made  to  assemble  for  that  res- 
pect in  fauour  of  the  duke,  that  the  custome  should  be  so  inuiola- 
bly  kepte,  as  if  the  ducbesse  were  the  most  simple  damsell  of  all 
the  couDtrie:  to  the  ende  that  in  time  to  come,  greaie  lordes  and 
ladyes  which  be  as  it  were  lampes  to  giue  lighte  to  others,  might 
take  example.     And  that  firom  thenceforth  they  should  not  suffer 
their  vertues  to  be  obscured  by  the  clouds  of  such  execrable  vices. 
The  king  of  England  to  gratifie  the  earle  of  Pancalier :  who  (in  his 
iudgement)  had  shewed  himselfe  right  noble  in  this  act,  sent  him 
an  excellent  hamesse,  with  a  sword  of  the  self  same  trampe  by  the 
curronr,  with  letters  of  annsweare  written  witli  his  owne  hand,  bow 
he  vnderstode  the  maner  of  his  proceedings.     And  the  messenger 
vsed  such  diligence,  as  within  few  daics  he  arriued  at  Thurin.  Shortly 
after  that  the  king  of  England  had  sent  backe  the  currour,   the 
duke  of  Sauoie  retomcd  his,  whom  he  stated  so  much  the  longer, 
because  the  matter  touched  him  most  neere:  for  he  would  that 
the  matter  should  be  debated  by  most  graue  and  deliberate  coun- 
sell.     And  when  he  had  resolucd  what  to  do,  he  wrote  to  the  coun* 
sellers  and  other  magistrates  of  Thurin,  aboue  al  things  to  haue 
respecte  that  the  custome  should  be  inuiolably  obserucd,  and  tliat 
they  should  not  in  any  case  iuuour  the  adultery  of  his  wife,  vpon 
paine  of  death.     Then  in  pariiculer,  hee  wrote  hig  letters  to  the 
earte,  whereby  be  did  greatly  allow  his  fidelitie,  for  the  which  he 
hoped  to  make  him  suche  recompence,  as  both  he  and  his  should 
taste  tfacrof  during  their  hues.     The  currour  of  the  duke  arriued, 
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and  the  matter  proponed  in  counaell,  it  was  iudged,  that  (foUofr- 
inge  the  auncient  cusiome)  a  piller  ot*  marble  should  be  placed  in 
the  fieldes  neere  Tburiii :  which  is  belweene  the  bridge  of  ihe  riuer 
Poo  and  the  citie,  wherupou  should  be  written  the  accusation  of 
the  earle  of  Pancalicr  against  the  duchesse,  which  the  duchesse 
vnderstanding  (hauing  none  other  com  panic  but  Emilia,  and  a  yoag 
darasclhdispoiled  herselfe  of  her  silken  garmentes,  and  did  put  on 
moumingc  weede,  luartircd  with  an  infinite  nomber  of  sondrie  tor- 
mentes,  seing  herselfe  abandoned  of  al  worldly  succour,  made  her 
complaints  to  God  :  beseeching  liim  with  teares  to  be  protector  of 
her  innocencie.     Emilia  who  vnderstode  by  lier  thai  shee  was  vn- 
iufttlie  accused,  and  seing  the  iminent  perill  that  was  prepared  for 
her,  determined  by  ht;r  accustomed  prudence  to  prouide  therfore. 
And  after  she  had  a  lille  comforted  her  she  saide  vnlo  her  :   "  Ma- 
dame, the  case  so  requireth  that  now  you  must  not  consume  lime 
in  teares  and  other  womanish  plaints,   which  can   nothinge  dimi- 
nishe  your  euill.     It  scemes  most  expediente  vnto   mee,  tliat  you 
fortefie  your  selfe  againste  your  ennemye,  and  tinde  some  meanc 
to  sende  maister  Appian  in  poastc  to  the  duke  of  Mendozza,  one 
of  tlie  best  renowmed  in   prowesse  of  all   the   knightcs   in  Spaine, 
whoe  beinge  aduertised  of  your  misfortune,   wyll   prouide  so  well 
for  your  affaires,  (that  your  honour   being  recouercd)   your  lift , 
shall  reniaine  assured.     Wherefore  if  you  will  fuUowe  mine  ad? 
nUe,  you  shall  write  him  an  earnest  letter  (as  you  know  right! 
wel  how  lo  indite)  which  Appian   shal  present  on  your  b^halfc.] 
For  if  you  follow  not  this  counsel,  1  know  none  els  (as  the  world 
goeth  now)  that  will  hazarde   his  life  voder  the  condicion  of  so 
straunge  a  lotte  as  yours  is,  specially  hauing   respect  to  the  rct . 
nowme  and  magnanimitie  of  the  earle,  who  as  you  know,  is  in 
reputation  to  be  one  of  the  most  valiaunt  men  and  most  happy  in 
amies  thai  is  in  all   Sauoie  or  Lombardie."     *'  My  deare  frende 
(({uotii   the  duchesse)  doe  what  thou  wilt:  for  lam  so  r(»olued 
and  confirmed  in  my  sorowe,  as  1  haue  no  care  either  of  death 
or  life,  no  more  than  if  I  had  neuer  bt?en  b<>rae.     For  neither  in 
tlic  one   nor  in  the  other,  can  L  forsee  anye  remedie  for  mine  ho- 
nour alreadie  lost."     "  Madame  (quoth  Emilia)   let  vs   for  this 
time  tenue  the  care  of  honour  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  knowech 
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>we  to  keepe  it  and  restore  it,  as  sliall  seeme  good  vnto 

n.    Aad  let  vs  giue  order  for  our  parte  that  there  be  no  want 

diligence,  for  feare  of  being  ouertaken."    And  hauing  made 

ende  of  her  tale,  shee  gaue  her  inckc  and  paper,  sayinge  vnto 

r:  "  Nowmadame  I  shall  see  at  this  pinche,  if  your  harte  will 

ue  you  at  a  neede  or  no."    The  duchesse  withdrew  her  selfea 

■t,  and  after  she  had  longe  discoursed   in  her  minde  of  that 

ich  was  paste  beiweene  the  knight  and   her,  she  wrote  vnto 

a  as  followeth:   "My  lord  Mcndozza,  I  do  not  write  these 

ters  vnto  you,  vppon  any  hope  to  be  dcliuered  by  your  meane 

m  the  poinaunt  pricke  of  tierce  death  wliich  doth  now  besiege 

I,  knowing  death  alwaycs  to  he  the  true  port  and  sure  refuge  of 

afflicted  persons.     For  since  that  God  willeth   it,  nature  pcr- 

tteth  it,  and  my  heauie  fortune  consenteth  to  it,  I  will  receiue 

ritb  righte  good  will,  knowinge  that  the  graue  is  none  other 

,  a  strong  rampierand  impregnable  castel,  wherein  we  close  our 

les  against  the  assaults  of  life,  and  the  furious  stormes  of  for- 

e.     It  is  farre  better  (as  appcareili  manifestly  by  me)  with  eyes 

t  to  waite  in  granc,  than   longer  to  experimenie  life  (the  eyes 

Dge  open)  lining  with  so  many  troubles  vpon  earth.     But  glnd- 

voulde  I  bringe  to  remembraunce,  aitd  set  before  your  eyes 

V  sometime  I  abandoned  the  place  which   was  no  Jesse  deare 

0  me  than  mine  owne  country  where  1  was  borne,  and  deli- 

;lye  nourished  in  honor  and  delightes,  to  extende  my  selfc  into 

nfinite  nomber  of  perills,  contrarye  lo  the  ductie  of  those  that 

>f  mine  estate,  losinge  the  name  of  a  princesse  to  take  the 

^  of  a  caytife  pilgrim,  for  the  onel}'  feruent  and  vnmeasured 

t which  I  bare  you,  before  I  did  euer  see  you,  or  by  anye 
es  bonnde  thereunto  by  any  your  preceding  bene6tes.  The 
nbraunce  whereof  (as  1  thinke)  ought  now  to  deliuer  such  an 
fe  enterprise,  to  the  port  of  your  conscience,  that  breaking 
vaile  of  your  tender  hart,  you  shoulde  therefore  take  pitieund 
passion  of  my  straunge  and  crnell  fortune.  Which  is  not 
y  reduced  to  the  mercy  of  a  most  dolorous  prison,  and  resteth 
le  power  of  a  bloudie  and  mercilesse  tyrant:  but  (which  is 
b)  in  the  continuall  hazarde  of  a  shamefull  death.  Which  I 
pt  much  lament  hauing  long  desired  to  accelerate  the  same 
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with  mine  owne  hands,  to  finde  rest  in  an  other  worlde  :  were  it 
not  that  by  death  I  shoulde  leaue  an  etemall  blot  to  my  good 
name,  aad  a  perpetuall  heritage  of  iiifamie  to  my  house  and 
kindred.     Wherefore  if  it  so  be,  that  frendshiploketh  fornor^i 
warde,  or  that  frendship  cannot  be  paid  but  by  the  cribnte  of  an.] 
other,  make  me  now  to  taste  the  auncient  fruite  of  frendship.! 
And  if  pitie  be  the  sole  and  onely  keye  of  Paradise,  displaye  it 
now  on  the  behall'c  of  her,  who  (forsaken  of  ol  humaine  succour) 
atiendeth  but  the  fatall  boure  to  bee  throwen  into  the  fier  as  a 
poore  innocent  lambc  in  sacriBce.    And  for  that  the  bearer  shal 
make  you  vndcrstand  the  rest  by  mouth  (whom  it  may  please  yoo 
to  credite  as  mine  owne  selfe)  I  will  make  an  ende  of  my  heauie 
letter.     Beseeching  God  to  giue  a  good  life  vnto  you,  and  to  mee 
an  honorable  deatli."     The  letter  closed  and  sealed  vp  with  the 
seale  of  the  duchesse,  shee  commaunded  Emiha  to  deliuer  it  to 
Appian,  and  to  require  him  to  vsc  diligence,  not  ceasing  to  ride 
day  and  night  vnlil  he  come  to  tlie  place  where  they  left  the 
knight  Mendo2za,  giuinge  charge  to  make  him  vnderstande  (at 
length)  her  innoccncie  and  false  accusation.     Appian  being  div 
patchedy  was  so  affected  to  please  his  maistresse,  and  so  desirous 
to  see  her  deliuered  of  her  imprisonmentef  as  bee  ceassed  not  to 
tmaaile  day  and  night,  tilt  he  came  within  the  frontiers  of  Spaine. 
And  after  that  be  had  ridden  yet  two  or  three  dayes  ioumey,  a^K 
procbing  nere  the  place  wher  he  thought  to  find  the  kniglu  Men* 
dozziXf  he  began  to  inquire  of  the  host  of  the  iiiue  where  lie  laye 
that  nightCfOs  wellof  his  good  health,  as  of  his  other  affayrcs,  wlioe 
made  him  aunswere,  that  it  wente  euen  so  euilt  with  him  at  that 
present,  as  with  the  poorest  gentleman  of  al  Spaine:   although 
that  he  were  in  deede  a  very  great  lorde.    "  For  (quoth  hee)  with- 
ia  these  few  monethcs  past,  his  ennemies  of  Tolledo,  whom  he 
hath  diuers  times  vanquished,  haue  so  wel  allied  themselues  to- 
getlier  out  of  al  partes  of  Spaine,  that  they  haue  brought  a  great 
armie  to  the  field.    And  fortune  of  the  warre  hadi  been  so  fauour- 
abte  vnto  them,  that  they  discomfited  Mendozza  and  all  his  armie. 
Who  hath  retired  himselfe,  with  those  few  of  his  people  that  hee 
could  saue  aliue,  into  a  litle  townc  of  his,  where  yet  to  this  pib* 
scot  he  is  besieged.     And  so  it  is  (as  euery  man  sayth)  that  he 
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doth  hU  endeaour  maruellouslie  well,  in  such  sort  as  his  ennemies 
caouot  eater  the  towne."  Master  Appiaa  then  demaunded  of  hitn, 
if  the  towne  besieged  were  farre  of.  A  ad  he  answered,  that 
it  was  about  vii.  or  viii.  poastes.  Then  withoiite  making  any 
longer  iiiqairie,  he  toke  a  guide  that  accompanied  him  euen  al- 
moste  to  the  caiiipe.  And  when  he  sawe  the  towne  a  farre  of,  he 
sent  the  guide  backe  againe,  and  went  tlie  some  daye  to  offer  his 
seruice  to  a  certaiue  captaiue  of  lighte  horsemen,  who  receiued 
him  into  wages,  and  then  he  bought  armour  to  serue  his  purpose. 
And  maister  Appian  besides  bis  learning  waa  a  wise  and  poUiticke 
man,  and  delenuined  so  suiie  as  any  skirmishe  did  begin  to  be  for- 
mosi,  and  in  deede  he  vsed  the  matter  so  well,  as  bee  suffred  him- 
selfc  to  be  taken  prisoner  and  to  be  caried  into  the  towne.  And 
being  within,  he  desired  those  that  had  taken  him,  to  conduct  him 
to  the  lorde  of  Mendozza  tlieir  chiefiaine:  whoe  knew  him  by 
and  by,  for  that  in  the  voyage  which  the  duchesse  made  into 
Spaine,  he  saw  him  euer  more  neere  her  then  any  other  of 
her  gentlemen.  And  after  that  the  lord  of  Mendozza  had  de- 
maunded of  him  by  what  mcanes  he  entred  the  towne,  vpon  his 
aunswere,  he  perceyued  that  hee  was  a  man  of  good  experience, 
and  well  atfected  to  the  seruice  of  his  maistres,  that  durst  hazard 
bis  life  iu  such  wise  to  obey  her  desire.  Incontinently  maister 
Appian  delinered  vnto  him  the  duchesse  letter :  which  when  he  had 
read,  he  retired  into  his  chamber  with  maister  Appian,  bauing  his 
face  all  bedewed  with  teares :  and  because  that  the  letterdid  import 
credite,  he  prayed  maister  Appian  to  declare  his  charge.  Who  said 
vnto  him,  "  My  lady  the  duchesse  which  is  at  this  day  the  most  af- 
flicted princesse  vnder  the  coape  of  Heauen,  commendeth  hersclfe 
vnio  your  honour,  and  doth  humbly  beseech  you  not  to  he  oifend- 
ed  for  that  at  her  last  being  iu  Galisia,  sheo  deported  withoute  ac- 
complishing her  promise  made  vnto  you  :  prayinge  you  to  impute 
the  fault  vpon  the  iraportunitie  of  the  duke  her  husband  :  whom 
being  con:^trained  to  obey,  she  could  not  sati»fye  the  good  will 
that  she  bare  vnto  you.  Then  he  began  to  declare  in  order  howe 
the  carle  of  Pancalier  fell  in  loue  with  her,  and  not  beinge  able  to 
obtaine  his  desire,  caused  his  nepliew  to  hide  him  vnder  her  bedde: 
and  how  hee  had  alaine  him  with  his  owue  haudes.  Finallye,  the 
VUL.  t.  Q   Q 
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imprisonmente  of  the  duchcsse,  and  the  iudgerooDtc  giuc^n  againste 
her.     Wherat   the  lord  of  Mendozsa  was  greatly  asionncd :  and 
when  hee  had  heard  the  whole  discourse,  hec  began  to  concciuc 
some  cuill  opiuion  of  the  duchessc  :  thinkingc  it  to  l>e  incredible, 
that  the  carle  of  Panealicr  wouide  so  forget  himsclfe,  as  to  murder 
his  owne  proper  nephewe  and  adopted  sonne,  to  be  reuenged  of  a 
seely    woman.      Neucrthclessc,  lie    dissembled    that    which    he 
thoughtOf  in  the  presence  of  maistcr  Appian,  and  said  vnto  him : 
"  Appianuiy  treode,  if  mine  aduerse  fortune  did  not  si>eake  suffici- 
ently for  me,  I  could  tel  thee  here  a  long  tale  of  my  miseries  :  but 
ihou  seest  into  what  extrcmitie  I    am  presently  reduced,  in  sorte 
that  I  am  vtterlye  vnable  to  succour  thy  niaisiresse,  I  my  selfe  stil 
attending  llie  houre  of  death  :  and  all  the  pleasure  wliich  present- 
lye  I  can  doe  for  thee,  is  to  set  thee  at  libertic  from  tiie  perill  pre^ 
pared  for  vs."     And  without  longer  talke,  hee  caused  a  hot  skir- 
znishe  to  be  giuen  to  his  enemies,  to  set  Appian  at  large:  who  be- 
ing issued  forth,  made  ccrtainc  of  his  men  to  conduct  him  to  place 
ofsuretie.     Appian  seinge  no  way  for  Mendozz^i  to  abandon  his 
citie   for  peril  of  death   prepared   fur  him  and   his,  ihoughte  his 
excuse  reasonable.    And  to  attempt  some  other  fortune,  he  vsed 
such  diligence,  as  he  in  short  time  was  reiourncd  to  lliurin,  wher 
hauing   communicated    the    whole   matter   to    Emilia,    she  went  i 
straight  to  the  duchesse,  to  whom  she  said  :  "  Madame,  God  giuet 
you  the  grace  to  be  so  constant  in  your  aduersities,  a&  you  hauc  an ' 
occasion  to   be  misconlenied  with  the  heauy  newes  that  Appian 
hatli  brought  you."     And  then  she  began  to  rccompt  vnto  her  the 
misfortune  of  Mendozza,  the  thraldome  wherunto  bis  enemies  had 
brought  him,  and  for  conclusion,  that  tiiere  was  no  hope  of  heh 
to  be  expected  at  his  handes.     V\'hich  when  the  duchesse  vnder^ 
stoodc  she  cry ed  out:  "  Oil,  poore  vnhappy  woman, amongste  all 
tlie   most  desolate  and  sorowfuU :  thou  mayst  well  now  say  lliat 
the  lighte  of  thy  lile  from  henceforth  bcginncth  to  cxlinguishe  and 
growc  to  an  ende:  seing  the  succour  of  hmi,  vpon  whom  depend- 
ed thine  assuraunce,  is  denied  thee.  Ah,  ingrate  knight:  now  knowe| 
1  righte  well  (but  it  is  to  late)  that  of  the  extreme  louc  which  H 
did  beare  thee,  sprong  die  first  rootc  of  all  mine  cuil,  whith  came* 
not  by  any  accident  of  fortune,  but  from  celestiall  dispensation 
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and  deuine  prouidence  of  my  God:  who  now  doth  pprmii  thai 
minehipocrisie  and  coiinterfaUe  deuotion  shall  receiue  condigne 
chastisemenic  for  my  sinue"  And  dicn  EiniJia,  seing  her  so  con- 
founded in  teares,  said  vnto  lier:  "  Madame,  it  dolli  euil  become 
a  grcate  and  wise  princesse,  (as  you  hitherto  haue  euer  been  re- 
puted) to  lormeiiie  her  sell'e,  sith  that  you  knowhowe  all  the  af- 
flictions which  we  receiue  from  hcaucn,  be  but  proues  of  our 
fidelitie:  or  as  your  sclfc  confesseth  by  your  complaintcs,  to  bee 
iust  punishment  for  our  sinnes.  Nowe  then  be  it  the  one  or 
the  other,  you  ought  to  be  fortified  against  the  hard  assault  of 
yoursorow  :  and  to  remit  the  whole  to  the  mercie  of  God,  who  of 
his  aboundani  grace,  will  dcliuer  you  of  your  (rouble,  as  he  hath 
done  many  others  when  they  thought  themselues  forsaken  of  all 
helpe,by  causinge  cenaine  dropps  of  hi^  pitie  to  raine  down  vpon 
them."  "  Alas,  deare  hart,"  (quoth  the  duchessc,)  '*  how  ca»ie  a 
matter  it  is  for  oue  that  that  is  hole  to  comforte  her  that  is  sicke ; 
but  if  thou  feltest  my  griefe  thou  wouldest  helpe  uie  lo  coniplaine: 
so  grcuous  a  matter  it  is  vnto  mcc,  with  life  to  loose  mine  honour. 
And  1  must  confesse  vnto  thee,  that  I  sustaine  a  very  cruel  assault 
both  againste  death  and  life,  and  I  cannot  either  with  the  one  or 
with  the  other,  haue  peace  or  truce  in  my  selfe.  Nc  yet  do  know- 
how  to  dissemble  my  sorrowe,  but  that  in  the  eode  the  same  will 
bediscouered  by  the  fumes  of  myne  ardente  sighes,  which  think- 
ing to  constraine  or  retaine,  I  do  noibinge  els  but  buric  my  selfe 
within  mine  owne  bodye:  assuringc  thee,  that  greater  is  one 
droppe  of  bloude  that  swelteth  the  harte  within,  then  all  the  teares 
that  mayc  be  wept  in  the  whole  life  without.  Wherefore  I  pray 
thee  leaue  mee  a  litle  to  complaine  my  dolor,  before  I  go  to  the 
place  from  whence  T  shal  neuer  retorne."  Emilia,  that  willingly 
would  haue  sacrificed  herselfe  to  redcemc  the  princessc  from  peril), 
not  beinge  able  anye  longer  to  endure  the  hard  attempte  where- 
with pitie  constrayned  her  hart,  was  forced  to  goe  forth  and  lo 
withdraw  herselfe  into  another  chamber,  where  she  began  to  la- 
ment after  so  straunge  maner,  as  it  seemed  that  it  had  been  shee 
that  was  destened  to  dealli.  Whiles  these  ladies  continued  thus 
in  their  sorowes,  the  knight  Mendozza  toke  no  rest  by  day  or 
night,  ne  ceassed  continually  to  thincke  vpoa  the  distresse  of  the 
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duchesse.  And  after  ihat  he  liad  well  considered  the  Bame,  bee 
arcused  himselfe  fur  fayliug  her  at  that  grcate  neede,  saying : 
"  Now  do  1  well  knowe  that  I  am  for  cuer  hereal'tcr  vtterly 
vuworthy  tobeare  armes,  or  to  haue  die  honourable  tiile  of  knight, 
sith  ihesame  order  was  giuen  inc,  wyth  charge  to  succour  ai!1icted 
persons,  specially  ladies,  whose  force  onely  consisteth  in  teares. 
And  yet  neuerthelesse,  I  (like  a  caytife)  haue  so  <^hamefullye  ueg- 
Icclcd  my  dulye  towards  the  chiefe  parson  of  the  worlde,  to  whom 
1  am  greatly  boundeu,  as  !  die  a  ihoui>and  times  that  <Iay  wherein 
1  ihincke  vpon  the  same.  It  behoueth  mee  then  from  henceforth 
to  establishe  new  lawes  to  my  deliberation,  and  that  I  bre^c  the 
gate  of  mine  auucient  rigor :  louing  much  better  to  die  in  honour, 
poore,  and  disinherited,  than  to  liue  puissant,  vniiappie,  and  a 
cowarde.  Wheribre  let  fortune  worke  her  wil:  sithcns  the 
duchesse  did  forsake  ber  countrie,  to  come  to  sec  me  in  her  pros- 
peritie,  1  may  no  lesse  do  now,  but  visite  her  in  her  aduersitie." 
(Pressed  and  solicited  inwardlye  with  this  ncwc  desire,  determined 
^whutsoeucr  happened,  to  go  to  her  rescue,  and  hauinge  giuen 
order  to  all  that  was  necessary  for  tlie  defence  of  the  citie;  putting 
his  cnn6dence  in  the  Gdelitie  of  those  that  were  within,  caused  alt 
his  captaynes  to  be  called  before  him:  whom  hee  did  to  vnder- 
stande,  bow  be  was  determined  to  go  seeke  succour,  to  leuie  the 
siege  of  his  enemies.  Uuringc  which  time  he  constituted  his 
nere  kiusmau,  his  iiefctenaunte  general],  and  Uie  ncxle  morning  be- 
fore the  daye  appeared  hee  gaue  a  great  alarme  to  hia  ennemies, 
wherein  hee  escaped  vnknowcn.  Ilcing  mounted  vppon  aieiietof 
Spaine  and  out  of  daunger,  he  toke  i>ost  horse,  and  made  such  ex- 
pedition as  hee  arriued  at  Lions,  where  he  prouided  the  beste  ar- 
mour that  he  could  get  for  money,  and  two  excellent  good  horses, 
whereof  the  one  was  a  courser  of  Naples.  And  bauing  gotten  a 
certainc  vnknowen  page,  Loke  his  waye  to  Thurin,  where  beinge 
arriued,  hee  lodged  in  the  suburbs,  demaunding  of  his  host  if 
there  dwelt  unye  Spaniards  in  the  towne,  whoe  made  aunsweare, 
that  hee  knewe  but  one,  which  was  a  good  olde  religious  father, 
that  for  tl)e  space  of  twentic  yeares  was  neucr  out  of  Thunn,  a 
maji  of  vertuous  life,  and  welbeioued  of  all  the  citizens,  and  had 
the  charge  of  u  certaine  conuente.     Neuerlhelcsse  his  lodginge 
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was  aparte  from  his  brethren,  to  solace  himselfe,  and  Co  auoide  the 
iDcommoditie  of  his   age.      The  knight  hauinge  learned  of  his 
hoste  the  place  whcr  this  good  father  dwelled,  went  with  diiigence 
betimes  ia  the  morning,  to  nee  him,  and  said  voto  him  in  tlie  Spa- 
nish tongue:  "  Father,  God  saue  you  :  I  am   a  Spaniarde  comen 
hither  into  this  country  for  certaine  mine  afiaires,  towardes  whom 
you  mighte  doe  a  charitable  deede,  if  it  woulde  please  you  to  suf- 
fer race  to  remayne  with  you  foure  or  fiue  dayes  onelye,  crauinge 
nothioge  els  but  lodginge:    for  my  st-ruaunte   shall   prouide  for 
other  necessaries."     Whiche  the  good  father  willinglye   graunted, 
muche  marueiling  at  his  goudlye  personage.     And  whiles  the  ser- 
uaunte  was  gone  to  the  lowne  to  bye  victuaJIfl,  the  good  fatlier  de- 
maunded  of  him,  of  what  counirye  in  Spaine  hee  was,  whiche  the 
knighte  francklye  confessed.     And  the  falhcrlyc  man  then  hauinge 
his  face  all  be  sprente  with  teares,  sayde:  "  Praysed  be  the  name 
of  God,  that  he  hath  giuen  mee  the  grace  before  I  dye,  to  see  so 
great  a  lord  in  my  poore  house,  of  whom  I  am  both  the  subiecie 
and  neighbour."     And  then  he  began  to  tell  him  howe  for  deuo- 
cjon  he  had  forsaken  his  natiue  countrey  and  had  bestowed  himselfe 
there,  the  better  to  wiihdrawe  him  from  worldly  vanitie.     Neuer- 
thelesse  he   said :    that  he  knew  his  father,  his   mother,   and  his 
grauudfather.     Desiringe  him  to  vse  his  houseat  commaundement, 
where  he  should  be  obeyed  as  if  he  were  in  his  owne  :  and  ihen 
the    lord   of   Mendozza   said  vntu    him,    that    he  was   departed 
from  Spaine   of  purpose  to  see  Frauncc,  and   there  to  make  his 
abode  for  a  time.     And  that  passing  by  Lions  one  aduertised  him 
of  the  infortunatc  chaunce  of  the  duchessc,  whom  if  he  thought 
to  be  innocent  of  the  crime  wherof  she  was  accused,  he  would  de- 
fend her  to  the  sheading  of  the  last  drop  of  his  bloude.     Neuer- 
thclesse  he  would  not  hazard  his  life  or  soule  to  defend  her,  if  he 
knew  her  to  be  guiltie.     Which  words  the  good  man  greatly  al- 
lowed, saying  vnto  him:  **  My  lord,  louchinge  her  innoccncic, 
1  beleue  there  is  at  (his  day  no  man  liuing,  but  herselfe  and   the 
earle,  her  accuser,  that  can  iudgc.     But  one  tbinge  I  can  well  as- 
sure you,  that  wee  hcere,  do  dccmc  her  to  be  one  of  the  best  prin- 
cesses, that  euer  raigned  in  this  couutrie,  specially  for  that  n  yeare 
paste  she  went  on  foote  to  S.  lames,  with  suche  deuotion  and  ha* 
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militie,  as  (here  was  no  man  but  pitie<l  to  sec  her  so  mortified  for 
her  »oules  healthe.  And  to  combaie  with  the  earle  of  Pancalier, 
you  secme  vnto  me  very  yong:  for  besides  the  continual  exercise 
that  he  hath  alwayes  had  in  armes,  he  is  withal  esteemed  to  be 
one  of  the  strongest,  readiest,  and  most  n  'loubted  knighu  of  aU 
Lombardie:  the  victorie  notwithstanding  is  in  the  hand  of  God, 
who  can  giue  it  to  whom  he  pleaseth :  which  hcc  made  manifest  in 
the  yong  infante  Dauid,  against  tlie  monstrous  giante  Golias."  To 
whom  the  knightc  aunswered :  "  Father,  1  liaue  deuised  a  waye  how 
to  prouide  against  tlie  scruple  of  my  conscience,  touchinge  the 
double  conceyued  by  mee,  whether  the  combat  that  1  shall  take  in 
hand  against  the  carle  of  Pancalier,  he  iust  or  not,  which  is,  that  1 
vnder  colour  of  confession,  miglit  vndersiand  of  the  duchesae,  the 
trouth  of  the  matter.  And  therfore  if  you  ihinke  good  I  may 
cause  my  head  and  beard  to  be  shauen,  and  apparelling  my  selfeia 
such  babite  as  you  do  weare,  we  two  may  easely  (an  1  thiuke)  with 
the  leaue  of  her  keepers,  go  into  the  duchcsse  chamber,  to  exhort  hcf 
to  parience :  for  about  this  time  of  the  yeare,  the  day  is  expired." 
Wherunio  the  good  father  without  any  great  difficultie,  consented, 
aswell  for  respect  of  his  good  zeale,  as  for  his  reuerent  dutie  to  the 
nobilitie  of  the  stock  whereof  he  came.  And  so  all  thinges  pro- 
vided, they  wente  together  towardes  the  castel  of  the  duchcsse. 
And  he  that  had  seen  the  knight  Mendozza  in  his  fr^cfs  apparell, 
would  vnethes  haue  discerned  him,  to  be  so  great  a  lorde  as  he 
was:  for  besides  his  dissembled  gestures  and  countenaunces, 
wherwith  he  knew  right  wcl  how  to  behauc  himsclfc,  he  was  so 
leane  and  poore,  aswell  for  the  care  of  the  battell  he  lost,  and  ouej- 
throwe  of  his  people,  as  for  the  mishap  of  the  duchesse,  and  the 
peril  of  his  life  at  hand,  by  reason  of  the  combatc  bciwcene  the 
earle  and  him,  as  he  resembled  rather  a  holy  S.  Hierome, mortified 
in  some  desert,  then  a  lord,  so  noble  and  valiaunc  as  lie  was.  At- 
riued  at  the  castell,  the  olde  father  addressed  himself  to  the  guarde 
and  sayd  :  "  Maisters, because  the  lime  forlhe  death  of  the  mise- 
rable duchessc  doth  approche,  we  be  come  hither  to  geue  her  such 
spiritunll  comforte,  as  whenviih  God  haih  inspired  vs,  hoping 
that  hee  will  this  daye  geue  vs  tlie  grace  to  induce  her  to  die  p*- 
cienily,  to  the  intent  that  by  losse  of  the  body,  her  soule  may  be 
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saued."  Wherunto  they  accorded  willinglye,  and  caused  the 
chamber  to  be  opened  vnlo  them.  They  within  the  chamber 
went  forth  incontinentlyr  thinking  that  tlie  gouemour  had  caused 
the  good  fathers  to  come  to  heare  the  last  confessiou  of  the 
poore  duchcsse,  who  was  so  sorowefuU '  and  pensife  as  she 
was  forced  to  kepc  her  bed :  which  came  very  well  to  passe, 
for  tiie  knigUi  Mendozza,  cuuiming  neare  vnto  her  bedde,  with 
his  face  towardes  her,  so  counlerfayted  hym  selfe  as  he  coulde  not 
in  any  manner  of  wysc  be  knowen.  And  the  go'jd  oldc  father 
fryer  taried  in  a  comer  of  the  chamber  a  farre  of,  that  he  might 
beare  none  of  their  talke:  and  as  the  lorde  of  Mendozza  leaned 
Tpon  her  bedsyde,  he  sayde  vnto  her  in  the  Italian  tongue,  which 
was  so  familiar  to  him  as  the  Spanish? :  '*  Madame,  the  peace  of 
our  Lorde  be  with  you.'*  Wherunto  the  lady  aunswered:  **  Father 
why  speake  you  of  peace,  silhe  I  am  in  contiuuall  warre,  depriued 
of  al  contentation,  and  due  but  attende  the  last  end  of  my  calamitic, 
whrche  is  a  moste  cruel!  and  shamefull  death,  without  desert," 
And  tlien  the  lorde  of  Mendozza,  who  hud  consumed  the  moste 
parte  of  his  youihe  in  good  letters,  saide  vnto  her:  "  1  beletie 
madame  you  be  not  ignorauni  howe  miseries  and  tribulations, 
fall  not  by  accident  or  fortune,  but  by  the  prouidencc  or  dispensa- 
tion of  God,  before  whomc  one  litle  sparrowe  onely  is  not  for- 
gotten, as  the  prophete  Amos  doth  mauifeste  vnto  vs  when  he 
sayth : '  there  is  none  cuil  in  the  citie  that  1  haue  not  sent  thither :' 
whiche  is  also  apparaunt  in  lob,  whome  the  deuil  could  not 
afflicte  before  he  bad  first  obtayned  licence  of  God.  And  it  is 
oecessarye  for  you  to  knowe,  that  tribulatious  and  affliction  bee 
tokens  of  the  fore  chosen  and  elected  people  of  God,  and  the  true 
markcs  of  our  saluation  :  so  that  if  you  consider  the  order  of  all 
ihc  scriptures,  from  the  beginning  of  the  wurldc  vntyll  this  tyme, 
you  shall  fynde  that  they  whome  God  liaib  alwayes  best  loued 
and  cherished,  he  hath  commaunded  to  drinke  of  the  cup  of  his 
passion,  and  to  be  more  afflicted  tlian  others  :  examples  whereof 
be  common  in  the  scriptures.  As  when  Abell  was  aftlicied  by 
Caine  his  brother,  Isaac  by  his  brother  Ismacll,  loseph  by  his 
brethren,  Dauid  by  Absolun  his  sonne,  the  children  of  Israel  (the 
electe  people  of  God)  by   Pbarao:  whiche  thinges  beinge  pro- 
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foundlye  considered  by  Sainct  Paule,  he  sayde:  *  If  we  had  not 
an  olher  hope  in  lesus  Christe,  than  in  the  lyfe  present,  we  might 
well  say  that  we  were  the  most  miserable  of  al  others.  And  yet 
rooieoner,  saith  he,  it  is  title  or  nothing  that  we  endure,  in  respect 
of  that  which  lesus  Christe  hath  suffered.*  Who  (although  he 
framed  the  whole  workc  of  the  worlde)  was  called  the  carpenter's 
Sonne,  for  preaching  he  was  sclaundered,  he  was  caried  vp  to  a 
mountaine  to  be  throwen  down,  he  was  called  glotton,  droakard, 
louer  of  publicanes  and  sinners,  ^amaritane,  seducer,  diuell: 
saying,  that  in  the  name  of  Belzebub  he  did  cast  out  diuels. 
But  let  vs  consider,  madaine,  a  litle  further,  wliat  thinges  were 
done  vnto  him,  hee  was  naked  to  clothe  vs,  prisoner  and  bounds 
to  vnbinde  vs  from  the  chain  of  the  diuell,  made  a  sacrifice  to 
cleanse  vs  of  all  our  inward  51th.  we  doe  sec  that  he  suJ&ed  his 
side  to  be  opened,  to  close  vp  hell  from  vs,  wc  sec  his  handes 
whicbe  in  so  comely  order  made  both  heauen  and  earth  for  the 
loue  of  vs,  pearced  with  pricking  nailes,  his  head  crowned  with 
three  sharped  thomea  to  crowne  vs  with  hcauenly  glorie.  Let  vi 
way  that  by  his  dolour  came  our  ioye,  our  health  grew  of  his  in- 
firmiiie,  of  his  death  was  deriued  our  life:  and  should  we  be 
ashamed  to  haue  our  head  touclied  with  a  fowe  ihornes  of  trouble  i 
Strengthen  your  self  then  (madame)  in  t>ie  name  of  God,  and  make 
you  ready  to  rcceiue  death  in  the  name  of  him  that  was  not 
ashamed  to  indure  it  for  you.  Is  his  strong  handc  any  thing 
weakened?  Isitnotinhim  to  ouerthrow  thefurie  of  your  enemie, 
and  so  to  humble  your  aduersaric  that  he  shall  neuer  be  able  to  be 
relieued  ?  How  many  poorc  afflicted  persoues  haue  there  bene  scene 
to  be  abandoned  of  all  succour,  whom  he  liath  bchetde  with  his 
pitiful  eye,  and  restored  to  greater  ease  and  contcntation,  then 
euer  they  were  in  heforc  ?  leame  then  from  henceforth,  to  comforte 
your  selfe  in  God,  and  say  as  the  great  doctor  holy  Ignatius  sayd 
in  his  epistle  to  the  Romaines :  '  I  desire  that  the  iier,  the  gallowea, 
the  beasies,  and  all  the  lormenles  of  the  diuil  might  exercise  their 
crueltie  vpon  me,  so  as  I  may  haue  fruition  of  my  Lorde  God.'  '* 
And  after  that  the  knight  liad  made  an  ende  of  his  consolation,  the 
duchessc  was  so  rapte  in  contentatioa,  as  it  seemed  her  soule  had 
already  tasted  of  the  celestiall  delightes,  and  would  flie  euea  vp 
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into  hcauen.  And  then  feeling  her  selfe  lightened  like  one  that 
had  escaped  some  furious  tempest  of  the  seas,  she  began  to  con- 
fessc  her  self  vnto  him  from  point  to  point,  without  omitting 
any  thing  of  that  whiche  she  thought  might  greue  her  conscience. 
And  when  she  came  to  the  accusation  of  the  carle,  she  prayed 
God  not  to  pardon  her  sinnes,  if  she  had  committed  in  deede  or 
thought,  any  thina;  contrarie  to  the  dutic  of  mariage,  except  it 
were  one  dishonest  affection  that  she  had  borne  to  a  knight 
ofSpaine,  whom  vnder  pretence  of  a  ^ned  deuotion,  she  had 
visited  in  Spaync,  not  committing  any  thing  sauing  good  will 
whiche  shee  bare  vnio  him.  "  Which  maketh  me  thiake  (quod 
she)  that  God  being  moued  against  myne  hipocrisie,  bath  permit- 
led  this  false  accusation  to  be  rayscd  against  me  by  the  carle  of 
Pancalier,  whiche  I  will  pacienlly  suffer,  silhc  his  will  is  so." 
Her  confession  finished,  she  plucked  of  a  richc  diamonde  from 
her  tinger,  saying:  *'  Good  father,  albeit  I  luiue  heretofore  bone  a 
riche  princesse,  as  you  knowc,  yet  nowe  myne  enncmies  haue 
taken  awaye  all  my  goodes  from  roe  (this  diamond  except) 
which  my  brother  the  kyng  of  Englande  gaue  me,  when  1  was 
maried  to  the  duke  of  Sauoie.  And  because  I  can  not  otherwise 
doe  yon  good,  I  geuc  it  vnto  you,  praying  you  to  remember 
me  in  your  prayers,  and  to  kepe  it  for  my  sake:  for  it  is  of  a 
greater  price  then  you  thtnke,  and  may  serue  one  daie  to  sup- 
ply the  necessitie  of  your  conuenl."  The  confession  ended  and 
the  diamond  receiued,  the  twoo  friers  retoumcd  home  to  their 
conueni.  And  so  sone  as  they  were  arriued  ilierc,  the  lorde 
of  Mendozza  sayde  vnto  hym  :  '*  Father,  nowe  doe  I  knowe  cer- 
tainly, ttiat  this  poore  woman  is  innocent,  wherefore  [  am 
resolued  to  dcfende  her  so  long  as  life  doth  last.  And  I  feele 
my  selfe  so  touched  and  pressed  in  mynde,  as  I  thinke  it 
long  till  I  be  at  the  combat.  Wherefore  I  praye  you  if  it 
chaunce  that  fortune  be  contrary  vnto  me,  after  uiy  death,  make 
it  to  be  openly  knowen  what  1  am,  and  chieHy  that  the  duchesse 
may  vnderstandc  it,  for  speciall  purpose.  And  if  it  fortune  that  I 
escape  with  life  (which  can  not  be  but  by  the  death  of  the  earle)  be 
secrete  vnto  me  in  tliese  thinges  which  I  haue  declared  vnder  the 
vayle  of  confession,"  The  good  father  promised  so  to  doe.  And 
VOL.  I.  Ha 
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hauing  passed  all  that  day  and  night  in  praters  and  snppUcatioos, 
he  armed  himself'e,  and  made  ready  his  courser.  And  when  the 
dawning  of  the  dayc  began  to  appeare,  he  went  in  his  annour  to 
the  gates  of  the  citie,  and  calhng  one  of  the  guarde,  he  sayd  vnto 
him:  "  Good  fellowe,  I  pray  thee  bidde  the  counteof  Pancalierto 
prepare  liim  selfe,  to  mainteinc  the  false  accusation,  which  he  hath 
falsely  forgctl  against  the  duchesdc  of  Sauoie.  And  further  tell 
him,  that  there  is  a  knight  here,  that  will  make  him  to  denic  his 
horrible  vilany  before  hee  parte  the  6elde,  and  will  in  the  presence 
of  a)  the  people  cut  out  that  pcriurcd  toimg,  which  durst  commit 
■uch  treason  against  an  innocent  princesse."  This  matter  was  in  a 
moment  published  throughout  all  the  citie,  iti  such  sorle,  as  yoa 
might  haue  sene  the  churches  full  of  men  and  women,  praying  to 
God  for  the  redemption  of  their  maistresse.  During  the  time 
that  the  guarde  had  done  his  ambossage,  the  lord  of  Mendozza 
went  towardes  the  piller  where  the  accusation  was  written,  attend- 
ing when  the  accuser  should  come  forth,  llie  earle  of  Pancalier 
aducrtiscd  hereof,  began  incontinently  to  feele  a  certaine  remorse 
of  conscience,  which  inwardly  gript  hym  so  nere^  as  he  endured  a 
torment  lyke  to  very  death.  And  being  vnable  to  discharge  him* 
self  iherof,  would  willingly  haue  wished  that  he  had  neucr  attempted 
the  dishonour  of  the  Iiuly.  Neuerlhelesse  that  he  might  not  seeme 
slacke  in  that  he  had  begonne,  he  sent  woorde  to  the  knight,  that 
he  should  write  his  name  vi)pon  the  piller,  to  whome  Mendozza 
made  aunswere,  that  he  might  not  know  his  name,  but  tiie  combat 
he  would  make  him  feele  before  the  daye  went  downe.  The  earle' 
of  Pancalier  made  difficultie  of  the  combat,  if  6rste  he  knewe  not 
the  name  of  hym  with  whom  he  should  haue  to  doe.  The  mattcz 
well  aduised,  it  was  clearely  resolued  by  the  iudges,  that  tlie  sUh-\ 
tutes  made  no  mention  nf  the  name,  and  therefore  he  was  not 
bounde  tlicreunto,  but  that  the  statute  did  expreslye  fauour  the 
defcadani,  geuing  vnto  him  the  election  uf  the  armour,  and  sem- 
blablie  it  was  requisite  that  the  j>ersone  accused  should  b€ 
brought  forth  in  the  presence  of  the  twoo  champions.  Which 
thinges  vnderstanded  by  the  earle,  albeit  that  be  trusted  not  bis 
quarelt,  yet  making  a  vertue  of  necessitie,  and  not  vnleamed  in 
the  order  of  such  conflictes,  forthwitli  armed  hymselfe,  and  came 
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into  the  place  ordayned  for  ihe  campe,  where  he  fonnde  his 
enemy  armed  in  a  black  armour,  in  token  of  mourning.  Imme- 
diatly  after  they  sent  for  the  duchessc,  who  ignoraunt  of  the 
matter,  wondered  much  when  she  vnderstode  tl»at  there  was  a 
knight  in  the  field  all  armed  in  black,  semiug  to  be  a  noble  man, 
that  promised  »ome  great  matter  by  his  dexteritie  and  boide 
countenaunce,  and  would  also  mainteine  against  the  earle  of  Pan- 
calier  his  accusation  to  be  false.  The  poore  duchesse  then  not 
being  able  to  imagine  what  he  should  be,  greatly  troubled  in 
mind,  and  comming  forth  of  the  caslel  was  conducted  in  a  htter 
couered  with  black  cloth,  accompanied  with  more  then  two  hun- 
dreth  ladies  and  damsels,  in  semblable  attire  vnto  the  place  where 
the  iudges,  the  people  and  the  two  knighles  were,  who  did  but 
attend  her  comming.  And  after  they  had  wayted  her  going  \p 
to  a  litle  stage  ordained  for  that  purpose,  the  deputies  for  the  as- 
surance of  liie  campe,  demaunded  of  her  these  wordea,  saying: 
*'  Madame,  for  that  you  be  accused  of  adulterie  by  the  earle  of 
PancaUer  here  present,  and  the  custome  requireth  that  yon  pre- 
sent a  kuight  within  the  yeare  and  daye,  by  force  of  armes  to  trye 
your  right:  are  you  determined  to  accepte  him  that  is  here  pre- 
sent, and  to  repose  your  selfe  vpon  him,  both  for  your  fault  and 
innocencie?**  The  duchesse  aunswered  :  that  shee  committed  all 
her  right  into  the  mercic  of  God,  who  knew  the  inwarde  ihoughies 
of  her  harte,  and  to  the  manhode  of  the  knight,  albeit  she  thought 
that  she  had  neuer  seen  him.  And  when  she  had  ended  those 
woordes,  she  fell  dowue  vppon  her  knees,  then  lifting  vp  her  eyes 
ail  blubbered  with  teares  towardes  heauen,  she  prayed :  "  O  Lorde 
God,  which  art  the  very  veritie  itself,  and  knowesl  the  byttcrnesse 
that  I  fele  in  my  harte,  to  see  my  self  falsely  accused,  shew  forth 
now  the  treasure  of  thy  grace  vpon  me  wretched  princesse :  and 
aa  thou  diddest  deliucr  Susanna  from  her  trouble,  and  ludith 
from  Holofernes,  deliuer  me  from  the  hande  of  a  tiraunt:  who 
like  a  lion  hungrie  for  my  bloud,  deuoureth  both  myne  honour 
and  life."  And  hauing  made  an  ende  of  her  prayer,  shee  remained 
vnmoueable  as  if  shee  had  bene  in  a  traunce.  And  nowe  the 
knight  Mendozza,  offended  to  see  the  earle  to  pruunce  his  horse 
vp  and  downe  the  campe,  making  him  to  vaut  and  leape,  with  a 
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countenaunce  very  furious  sayd  vnto  him  :  "  Traytour  counte, 
because  1  am  certaync  that  the  accusation  which  thou  hast 
forged  against  this  princesse,  is  inuented  by  the  greatest  villanj 
of  the  world,  J  do  maintaine  here  before  al  the  people,  that  thou 
hast  falsely  accused  her^  and  that  thou  licst  in  thy  throte,  in  all 
that  thou  hast  contriued  against  her,  and  that  thou  haste  deserued 
to  bee  put  into  a  sacke,  to  bee  caste  into  the  riuer  for  the  murder 
that  thou  haste  committed  vppon  thy  nepliewe,  the  innocent 
bloud  of  whom  doth  nowe  ciie  for  vengeance  to  be  taken  for  thy 
synne  before  God."  And  scarce  had  he  made  an  cnde  of  hia 
woordeSfbui  the  carle  aunswered  him  with  a  marueilous  audacitie: 
**  Infamous  viUaiiif  which  hidest  thy  name  for  feare  lest  thy 
vices  should  be  knowen,  thou  arte  nowe  fouly  deceiued  by 
thinking  lo  warrant  her,  who  hath  otfcndod  against  the  duke  her 
hnsbandc,  by  her  whorcdome  and  aduUeiie :  and  for  that  thou 
ha&t  parled  so  proudly,  and  wilt  not  be  knowen,  I  can  not  ottier- 
wyse  tliinke  but  that  tliou  art  some  one  of  her  ruffians :  and 
theieforc  I  doc  mainteinc,  that  thou  thy  selfe  doest  lie,  and  that 
thou  deseruest  to  be  burnt  in  the  same  fire  with  her,  or  els  to  be 
drawen  with  foure  horses  by  the  crosse  pathes  of  this  towne, 
to  serue  for  an  example  in  the  worlds  to  come,  not  onely  for  all 
lasciuious  ladies  and  damsels,  but  also  for  such  abhominable 
whoremongers,  as  be  lyke  thy  selfe."  Incontinently  after,  the 
barraulde  of  annes  began  to  make  the  accustomed  eric,  and  the 
knightes  to  put  their  launces  in  their  resles:  they  let  run  their 
horses  with  such  violence,  as  ioyning  together  their  shicldcs,  their 
bodies  and  heads,  they  brake  their  staues,  euen  lo  their  gauntlets, 
so  roughly,  as  rhey  fel  both  down  to  the  ground  without  losing, 
nenerthelessc,  the  raines  of  tlie  bridles.  But  the  heate  of  the 
harte,  and  desire  to  vanquishe,  made  them  readily  to  get  vp 
againe,  and  hauing  cast  away  the  troneheons  of  their  siaues, 
luyd  handes  on  their  swordes,  and  there  began  so  straunge  and 
cruell  a  sturre  betweue  them,  as  they  which  were  the  beholdejrs 
were  affrighted  to  see  them  able  to  endure  so  much:  for  they 
were  so  Bcshcd  one  vppon  another,  and  did  so  thicke  bestowe 
their  strokes  without  breathing,  as  the  lookers  on  confessed  ncucr 
to  haue  seene  any  combat   iu  Piemonte   betwene   twoo  single 
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persoDSj  so  farious  nor  better  followed  then  that  of  the  earleand  of 
the  knight  Mendozza.  But  the  Spanishe  knight  encouraged 
with  the  iustice  of  his  quarell,  and  the  rewardc  of  his  fight, 
seemed  to  redouble  his  force:  for  euen  when  eucry  man  thought 
that  power  must  ncedes  fayle  him,  it  was  the  houre  wherin  he 
did  best  behaue  himselfe.  Id  such  sort,  as  bis  enemy  not  being 
able  any  longer  to  sustein  his  puissaunt  strokes,  being  wounded 
in  diucrs  partes  of  his  bodyc,  did  nowc  no  more  but  defendc 
himselfe,  and  beore  of  the  blowes  which  were  bestowed  vpon  hym 
without  intermission:  whiche  the  Spanislie  knight  perceiulng, 
desirous  to  make  on  cnde  of  the  combat,  made  so  full  a  blowe 
with  all  his  force  vpon  the  top  of  his  helmet,  as  he  wounded  his 
head  very  sore.  Wherewiihall  the  barte  of  the  carle  began  very 
muche  to  faint,  and  staggering  here  and  there  like  a  drunken  man 
or  troubled  in  his  senses,  was  constrayne<l  to  fall  downe  from 
his  liorse:  and  then  die  lorde  of  Mendozza  dismounting  him 
self,  and  takyng  holde  vpon  the  corps  of  his  shield,  plucked  it  so 
rudely  to  him,  as  he  ouerturncd  him  on  his  other  syde.  Then 
with  the  pomell  of  his  sworde  he  did  so  swetely  bunibast  him, 
as  he  made  his  helmet  to  flye  of  his  head  :  and  setting  his  tbote 
vpon  his  throte,  made  as  though  with  the  point  of  his  swearde 
be  wouldc  haue  killed  hym,  saying:  "  Counte,  the  houre  is  now 
come  that  thou  must  goe  make  an  accompt  witli  God  of  thine 
vntrouth  and  treason  which  thou  hast  committed  against  the 
dochesse."  "  Ah,  sir  knight  (quoth  the  earle)  haue  pitie  vpon  rae, 
and  kil  me  not  i  beseche  thee,  before  I  haue  a  litlc  bethought 
me  of  my  conscience/^  "  Viltaine  (quoth  the  Spaniard)  if  I  had 
any  hope  of  tliine  amendement,  I  would  willingly  geue  thee 
delay  of  life :  but  being  a  traytour  as  thou  art,  thou  wilt  neuer 
ceassc  to  afflicte  innocentea.  Neuerthelesse  if  thon  wilt  acknow- 
ledge thy  fault  publikely,  and  require  pardon  of  the  duchesse, 
[  wil  willingly  leaue  thee  to  the  mercy  of  the  duke,  although 
that  if  I  did  obserue  the  rigour  of  the  lawe,  I  should  cause  the 
presently  to  receiue  the  paync  prepared  for  the  duchesse."  To 
whom  he  obeicd  for  safcgarde  of  his  life,  and  kneeling  on  his 
koecfl  before  the  duchesse  in  the  presence  of  al  the  people,  made 
A  long  discourse  of  his  loue  towardes  her,  of  the  repulse  that 
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she  gauc  him,  and  that  for  rcucnge,  he  aydcd  him  sclfe  with  his 
nephewe,  thinking  to  ouertlirowe  her  chastilie.  Finally,  howe 
he  had  stayne  his  ncphewc,  to  induce  the  duke  to  iudge  her 
to  be  culpable  of  the  adulteric.  Aad  tlien  tourning  his  face  to- 
wardes  the  duchesse,  saydc  vnto  her:  "  Madame  it  behoueth  me 
to  coufesse  that  the  losse  of  this  one  life  is  to  lille  to  paye  the 
tribute  of  the  curelesse  faulte  that  I  haue  committed  against  you. 
Yet  sitlie  it  is  so,  [  beseche  you  by  preferring  pitie  and  mercy  I 
before  the  rigor  of  your  iustice,  you  will  permit  that  I  may  liuci 
yet  certayn  dayes  to  make  a  view  of  my  life  past,  and  to  prouide^ 
for  the  scruple  of  my  conscience."  Then  new  ioye  approched  to  J 
garnisbe  the  spiritc  of  the  duchesse,  and  both  the  soule  and  the  J 
bar te  began  to  sbewe  theim  selues  ioyful,  in  such  wyse^  as  sbej 
was  a  lung  tyme  without  power  to  speoke,  and  did  nothing  els 
but  ioyne  her  handes  and  lifie  vp  her  eyes  to  heauen,  saying: 
"  O  Lorde  God,  prayscd  be  thy  holy  name,  for  that  thou  liast 
caused  the  bright  bemnes  of  thy  diuioiiie,  to  shjTie  vpon  the 
darkcnesse  of  my  sonrowfull  life,  enforcing  so  well  tlie  mynde  of 
this  traytour  the  murderer  of  mine  honour  by  the  prickes  of  thy 
rigorous  iustice,  openly  to  acknowledge  before  all  men,  the 
iniuric  that  he  hath  done  me."  And  without  speaking  any  more 
wordes,  she  tomed  her  face  for  feare  lest  she  should  make  him 
any  oilier  aunswere.  Hien  all  the  people  began  to  laude  and 
magniHe  God,  and  to  sing  psalmes  for  ioye  of  the  dcliucrauncc 
of  tbeir  duchesse,  who  was  brought  backe  and  reconducted  into 
the  citie,  with  so  great  triumphe,  as  if  she  bad  made  a  seconde 
entrie.  Whitest  these  things  were  adoiug,  the  deputies  for  the 
suretie  of  the  campe  caused  the  wouudcd  earlc  to  be  borne  to 
pryson.  Hie  knight  Mendozza  stale  secretly  awayc,  and  after 
tliat  he  had  in  the  next  village  dressed  certaine  small  woundes 
that  he  hadreceiued  in  the  combat,  he  tokc  his  way  into  Spain. 
In  the  meane  time,  the  duchesse  caused  liim  to  be  sought  for  in 
euerj*  place,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  know  any  more  newes  of 
him,  than  if  he  had  ben  ncuer  scene.  Whereat  being  grieued 
beyond  measure,  shee  made  her  moae  to  Emilia,  to  know  where- 
fore he  should  so  absent  himself  from  her.  "  Madame  (quoth 
Emilia,)  he  is  sure  some  French  knight,  or  eJs  it  may  be  some 
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kinsman  of  your  own,  that  is  come  out  of  England  into  tliese 
partes  for  certayne  other  aifaires :  and  fearing  lejisi  lie  should  bee 
staied  here,  will  not  be  knowen,  reseruing  the  manifestation  of 
himself  till  an  other  tyme  more  apte  for  his  purpose."  **  Let  him 
bee  what  he  may  bee  (sayde  the  duchesse)  for  so  long  as  my  soule 
shall  rcmayne  within  this  bodye,  1  wyll  doe  hym  homage  during 
life :  for  the  whichc  I  am  so  duclye  boundc  debtour  vnto  him,  as 
neuer  subiecte  was  to  his  soucraigne  lorde."  In  this  tyme  whyiest 
these  matters  went  thus  at  Thurin,  the  duke  of  Sauoic,  the  lieute- 
nant generall  for  the  king  against  the  Almaines,  eticountring  with 
fais  enemies  in  a  skinnislic,  by  fortune  was  slayne:  whereof  the 
king  of  England  being  aduortised,  and  speoially  of  the  deliueric 
of  his  syster,  desirous  tu  hauc  her  about  Iiym,  scute  for  her  to 
marrie  her  agayne,  and  lo  leaue  vnlo  her  the  enticr  gouernemcnt 
of  his  housholde:  and  to  gratitie  her  at  her  Hrste  arriuall,  he  gaue 
the  nUe  of  his  daughter  vnto  her,  whiche  was  of  the  age  of 
sixtene  or  seuentene  yeares,  with  whome  by  ccrtayne  meanes 
there  was  a  mariage  practized  for  the  prince  of  Spayne.  Let 
Ts  now  leauc  the  duchesse  to  liue  in  honor  with  her  brother,  and 
retornc  we  to  the  lorde  of  Meudozza,  who  being  arriucd  ncre 
vnto  his  citie,  vndnrstode  incoutlnently  tliat  they  which  had 
besicdged  it  had  leuicd  their  campe.  For  that  tliey  of  the  towne 
had  so  well  done  their  endcuour  as  not  onely  their  enemies  were 
not  able  to  enter,  but  also  they  had  in  a  certain  skirmishe  taken 
the  lord  Ladol[)ho  their  chieftaine  prisoner,  who  was  yci  to  that 
present  detained  :  because  meanes  were  made  for  peace  to  be  con- 
cluded on  al  sides:  ueuerthelcsse  they  durst  doe  nothing  without 
hym:  whereat  the  lorde  of  Mcndozza  beyng  replcnyshcd  with 
greate  ioye  to  see  his  affaires  prosper  so  well  in  all  partes,  entred 
the  citie:  and  the  articles  of  the  peace  communicated  vnto  him, 
bee  founde  them  verie  protitablc  fur  him:  and  being  concluded 
and  approued  by  him  he  began  to  solace  himsclfo  in  his  ownc 
house,  without  taking  care  for  any  thing  sauc  onely  from  thence- 
forth to  thinke  by  what  meane  he  might  goe  to  see  the  duchesiie, 
and  recount  vnto  her  the  issue  of  his  afiBires.  But  fortune  pre- 
pared him  a  more  readic  occasion  than  he  thought  of:  for  the 
k^-ng  of  Spainc  being  aduertised  of  certaine  talkes  that  had  bene 
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bruteci  of  the  mariage  of  his  Bonne  with  the  daughter  of  the  king 
of  Englande,  deieniiiDed  with  speede  to  send  a  great  companie 
of  noble  mea  thither,  to  demauodc  hit  daughter  in  mariage:  of 
tlic  which  the  lorde  of  Mendozza,  aa  wel  for  his  nobiUtie,  as  for 
the  knowledge  he  had  in  languages  and  other  good  disciphnes, 
was  elected  chiefe,  with  special  I  coinmissioa  toaccorde  the  mariage 
in  case  it  should  so  please  the  kyng.  The  ambassadours  vsed  soche 
expedition,  that  they  arriued  at  London,  where  the  kinge  for  thai 
presente  made  his  abode:  who  aduertised  of  their  commiog,  gaue 
commaundemeot  to  the  princesse  his  daughter^  and  to  the  duchesse 
his  sister,  to  prepare  them  selues  to  recej'ue  a  great  companyc  of 
tordes  of  Spayne,  wluclie  that  daye  would  come  to  his  courle  lo 
trefite  of  the  aforesayde  mariage.  And  God  kooweih  if  the  ladies 
spared  oughte  of  that,  whiche  they  thought  might  augmente  their 
beautie.  The  king  also  for  his  part,  to  doc  them  more  hoDour, 
went  to  mecic  them  in  persone,  and  at  their  arriuall,  gaue  tliem  a 
moste  friendly  welcome:  but  sodaynly  as  they  presented  them 
selues  to  doe  their  reuerence  to  the  ladies,  die  duchesse  wlio  in- 
continently knew  the  lord  of  Mendozza,  began  so  to  deteste  him 
as  she  was  not  able  to  rule  her  selfe,  but  (with  a  sodayne  mutation 
of  colour)  she  abandoned  the  companie :  the  lorde  of  Mendozza 
kaowyng  tlie  origiuuU  of  her  griefe,  lefte  not  his  dutie  vndone 
towardcs  I  he  princesse  and  other  ladyes  whycbe  accompanied  her, 
dissembliug  to  haue  taken  no  regarde  to  the  absence  of  the 
duchesse.  And  EmUia,  who  had  followed  her  mistresse  into  the 
chambre,  fearynge  leastc  tlicre  were  some  sodaiite  mischaunce 
happened,  demaunded  of  her,  wherforc  she  was  retired  from  a 
company  so  honourable :  and  sayd  that  she  did  great  wrong  to  her 
owne  estimation:  to  whom  the  duchesse  (with  extreme  choler) 
made  aunswere:  "  Why  Emilia,  thinkest  thou  that  I  haue  the 
harte  to  suffer  my  hand  to  be  kisesd  by  that  moste  trayterous  and 
moste  cowardly  knight  of  the  world,  who  made  no  conscic^nce  to 
abandone  rac  in  the  greatest  oecessitie  of  my  life  ?  where  as  I, 
contrary  to  the  dutie  of  all  the  lawes  of  honour,  and  contrary  to 
my  sexe,  did  so  muche  abase  my  selfe  as  to  visite  hyra  in  Sparae. 
Naye  rather  my  dayes  shall  ceasse  their  course  than  myne  afieo-  j 
lion  shall  cuer  rcuiue  in  him:  he  shall  neucr  receiue  any  other 
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feuour  of  me,  but  as  of  his  most  cruell  and  niorlall  enemy.**  And 
then  Emilia  smiling,  sayd  vntobcr:  "  In  good  earnest,  madame, 
I  thought  that  the  sharpenesse  of  your  imprisoncment,  with  the 
other  tormentes  paste,  whiche  you  indured,  might  hane  put  all 
these  matters  quite  in  obliuion,  and  woulde  so  baue  mortified  you, 
that  you  had  wholly  lost  ail  desire  of  reuenge:  but  so  farre  as  I 
can  perceiue,  I  am  deceiued  pf  myne  accompte,  seyng  that 
sodaynly  so  soone  as  you  behelde  the  knight  Mendozza,  you 
began  to  flie,  as  if  your  ghostly  enemy  had  come  before  you,  in 
bis  moste  hideous  and  horrible  forme."  Yet  coulde  uot  Emilia 
pcrswade  her,  to  shewc  her  sclfe  abroade  before  dynncr,  tyll  the 
king  sent  for  her,  with  wuorde  that  if  she  come  not,  he  would 
himselfe  fetclie  her.  And  tlien  a  little  shamefast  colour  began 
to  renew  her  alablasier  cheekcs,  whiche  rend  red  her  so  ruddye  and 
feyre,  as  the  Spanyards  confessed  neuer  to  haue  seene  in  any 
parte  of  the  worlde,  where  they  had  bene,  one  so  fayre  and  beauti- 
fnll  a  wydow.  The  tables  coucred  for  dynner,  the  king  tooke  his 
place,  and  for  their  more  honourable  entertaynement,  caused 
them  to  be  set  at  hisowne  table:  and  made  the  lorde  of  Men- 
dozza  to  be  placed  right  ouer  against  the  duchesse  his  sister;  who 
was  so  inflamed  and  moued  with  choler,  as  shee  duste  not  lifte  vp 
her  eyes  for  feare  least  vpon  the  sodayne  she  should  bee  percey- 
ued ;  whiche  eyes  sparkeling  sometymes  with  greate  yre,  re- 
sembled propcrlye  twoo  starres  of  the  night,  that  shoote  forth 
their  brightnesse  vpon  the  earth,  when  all  thinges  be  in  silence. 
And  all  this  tyme  the  lorde  of  Mendozzaconccyucd  suchc  pleasure 
at  these  pretie  toyes,  as  he  would  not  baue  chaunged  his  toy  for 
tile  best  citie  19  all  Englandc:  and  as  the  duchesse  in  this  order 
did  firmciy  fixe  her  eyes,  shee  sawe  by.  fortune  a  ryche  diamonde 
that  Mendozzii  ware  vpon  his  finger,  wherupon  hauing  oftentymcs 
caste  her  eyes,  she  sodaynly  knew  that  it  was  the  very  same  that 
shee  had  gt'uen  to  the  good  father  that  confessed  her  at  Thurin, 
the  daye  before  shee  was  leadde  to  the  piller,  and  began  then  to 
imagine  with  her  selfc,  how  it  miglit  be  that  he  could  come  by 
the  same:  and  not  knowing  what  to  saye,  immedially  after  shee 
had  dyncd  and  the  tables  taken  vp,  she  caused  maister  Appian 
her  phisitian  to  be  called  vnto  her :  whome  she  desyred  to  know 
VOL.  I.  S  s 
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of  the  lord  of  Mendozza^  by  wbat  meanes  he  came  by  the  diamonde 
that  he  ware  vpon  his  finger  :  whichc  Appian  did.  And  after  he 
had  talked  with  the  kniglu  oi'certaiiie  common  matters,  he  sayde 
vnto  hym :  "  My  lorde,  you  haue  a  verj*  fayre  diamonde  there, 
whiche  as  I  thinke  I  haue  sene  before  this  lyme,  wherefore  sir  I 
praye  you  tei  me  where  you  had  it."  To  whome  Oie  lorde  of 
Mendozza  answered  in  laughing  wise:  "  Maister  Appian,  where 
I  had  the  ring,  is  to  secret  for  you  to  know,  but  tell  my  lady  the 
duchesse,  that  the  knowledge  thereof  onely  appertayneth  vnto 
ber."  Whiche  aunswere  Appian  declared  to  the  duchesse :  and 
albeit  that  she  lookc  no  great  pleasure  in  the  aunswere,  yet 
neuerthelesse  very  desyrous  to  vnderstande  the  truth,  she  repayred 
to  the  knight  which  the  same  time  walked  alone  in  a  gallerie,  who 
after  he  had  kyssed  her  handes,  began  to  discourse  of  his  fortunes 
past,  declaring  vnto  her,  that  he  repented  of  the  refusal!  tliat  he 
made  to  maister  Appian  for  her  succour,  and  howc  within  a  wliile 
after  he  rode  to  Thurin:  adding  the  deuise  whereby  hee  had  heard 
her  confession,  and  huwe  the  diamonde  came  into  his  handes, 
putting  her  in  remembrauncc  from  wordeto  worde,  of  all  hit 
talke  with  her,  during  tlie  tyme  that  he  was  in  frier's  weede,  then 
finally  his  victorie  against  the  earle,  his  secrete  flyght,  and  all  the 
whole  as  before  hath  bene  declared.  Whereat  the  duchesse  no 
lessc  abashed  than  rapt  with  ioy  and  admiration,  fel  duwnc  in  a 
swoune  hetwene  his  armes,  holding  her  mouth  so  faste  closed 
against  his,  that  it  seemed  she  would  drawe  the  soulc  out  of  his 
bodye,  to  ioync  and  vnite  with  lier's :  and  after  she  had  remayned 
a  whyle  in  this  traunce,  sliec  cried  out :  "  O  poore  harte  so  long 
tyme  plagued,  whiche  hast  for  the  space  of  a  yea^  nowe  passed, 
bene  tossetl  with  so  raauy,  tcmpestes  and  diuers  assaultes  of  for- 
tune: receiue  at  this  present  ilie  medicine  apt  for  thy  health, 
sithens  thou  enioyest  him  hetwene  thine  armes,  that  by  the  pryce 
of  his  blood,  vaUaiit  force  and  extreme  trauaile»,  hath  rayscd  thee 
from  death  to  life:  let  fortune  from  henceforth  doe  her  will  in  that 
she  is  able  to  deuise  against  me:  and  yet  wyll  I,  for  this  onely 
benefite,  confesse  ray  selfe  this  daye  to  be  eternally  bounde  \Tito 
her,"  "  Madame  (quod  the  knight)  I  praye  you  letvs  not  renewe 
the  memorie  of  our  former  griefes :  wherein,  if  by  any  ineanc  I 
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haue  done  you  good,  I  was  but  the  organcor  instrumente  tliereof : 
for  God,  who  is  the  lighter  of  all  wrong,  did  iieuer  suffer  iustice 
without  his  due  aecjuitall,  howe  long  so  eiier  he  taricd.  So  (you 
not  beyng  in  any  wyse  culpable)  if  I  liad  neuer  enterprysed  the 
coinbate  whereunto  [  was  bouiide,  our  Lorde  God  would  haue 
rayscd  some  otiier  to  achieuc  the  same."  "  Well  then  my  lord, 
(quoth  the  duchesse)  sithcns  it  pleaseth  you  not,  that  1  rencwe  my 
dolours  p;ist.  which  haue  taken  ende  by  your  ineane,  I  shall 
hutubly  best'cheyou  to  excustr  mec,  if  tliis  daye  1  haue  not  geuen 
you  that  honour  and  good  entcrtainement  whiche  you  deserued: 
assuring  you  that  btfore  you  shall  departe  this  countrey,  1  wyll 
make  you  aniendes  according  vnto  your  owne  discretion.'* 
**  Madame,  (quod  the  knyght)  for  all  the  wronges  that  euer  you 
did  vnto  me,  (if  they  may  be  called  wronges)  the  curtesie,  fauour 
imd  gentlencsae  which  ulreadie  I  haue  receiued,dothat  one  instant 
requite  and  reconipence.  Neuerihelesse  if  It  may  please  you  to 
receyue  me  for  your  seconde  husbande,  silhe  it  hath  pleased  God 
to  call  your  tirst  out  of  this  lyfe  into  an  other :  that  is  and  shal  bee 
the  fuhiease  of  all  the  felioitie  that  1  looke  for  in  this  worlde." 
"  My  lorde  Mendozza,  (sayd  the  duchesse)  therecompence  whiche 
you  demaunde  of  me,  is  very  little  in  respect  of  the  amendes  and 
satisfaction  whiche  I  oughte  to  make  you.  But  of  one  thing  1 
can  well  assure  you,  that  if  1  had  the  whole  world  at  ray  com- 
maundement,  and  that  \  were  the  greatest  princesse  of  the  earth, 
in  all  kinde  of  beauties  and  giftes  of  grace,  I  would  willingly  sub- 
mitte  my  self  vnto  you,  in  consideration  of  your  wortbinesse,  and 
benefits  bestowed  vpon  me  with  so  willing  a  minde,  as  presently  i 
do  yelde  vnto  your  request:  and  I  must  nedes  confesse,  that  1 
am  now  greatly  boundc  to  fortune,  that  hath  deliucred  me  into 
your  htindcs,  from  whome  (  hope  ncuer  to  be  seucred  so  long  a» 
my. sou le  shall  rcste  within  my  body:  being  predestinated  as  f 
beleue  to  no  otlur  ende  but  to  serue  and  o\wy  you/'  And  as 
they  thought  to  make  a  longer  discourse  of  their  talke,  Emilia 
told  them  that  the  king  was  in  counsel],  and  that  the  other  lordes 
of  Spaine  attended  hiscommiog:  who  with  bis  company  being 
come  before  the  king,  and  hauing  done  their  reuerence  vnto  him, 
he  began  to  declare  his  charge,  and   how  they  were  of  purpose 
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sente  to  his  luaiestic  in  the  behalfe  of  the  king  of  Spaine,  to  (le- 
maunde  the  lady  his  doughter  in  uiariage,  fur  hi&  sonne  the  priDce 
of  Spain  :  which   he  had  chosen  asuel  to  hnue   his  alliaunce  (a 
matter  b}*  him  only  desired)  as  forthe  beautle  and  good  grace,  for 
the  which  she  was  specially  recomDieodcd.     And  if  so  bee,  he  had 
willed  to  haue  chosen  his  matche  els  whore,  that  there  was  not  at 
that  day  any  prince  in  al  Europa,  that  woulde  not  willingly  haae 
accorded   vnio  him.     To   whom    the    king    aunswered:    "  My 
frendes,  I  feele  luy  selfe  so  much  honored,  for  that  it  hath  pleased 
the  king  to  send  vnto  me,  as  if  he  had  not  preuented  me,  I  had 
thought  to  haue  sent  vnto  him  for  Uie  same  purpose.     And  aJbeit 
that  herein  he  hath  vanquished  mc  in  ciuititie  and  courtesie,  yet 
1  will  not  faile  If  1  can  to  surmount  him  in  amitic.     Fur  he  hath 
bound  me  during  life,  in  such  wise  as  ho,  and  my  lord  his  sonne, 
may  boldly  vaunt  tliemselues  to  haue  a  king  of  England   and  a 
realme  from  henceforth  at  their  commaundement,"    The  manage 
concluded,  the  duchesse  diligentlye  made  sute  to  talke  with  the 
king  alone,  to  communicate  vnto  hira  the  agreement  bctwcene 
the  lord  of  Mendozza  and  her.    And  percciuing  that  the  king  was 
gone  into  his  chamber,  slie  went  vuto  him,  and  being  alone  with 
him,  hauing  lirr  face  al  bcdowed  witli  tcares,  kneling,  she  said 
vnto  him:  "  My  lord,  when  1   consider  my  miseries  paste,  and 
tlie  cruell  assauites  that  I  haue  rccciued  of  fortune,  being  not 
onely  committed  to  the  mercy  of  a  raoste  cruclI  prison,  but  (which 
18  more)  at  the  very  last  point  of  a  sbamefull  death,  I  am  so 
afflicted,  that  the  onely  remembraunce  of  tliose  miseries  terrifietfa 
me,  and  causeth  a  ceriaine  extreme  bitternesse  to  rise  in  my  hart. 
And  when  on  ihe  other  side,  I  thinke  of  the  great  goodnesse  that 
Almightie  Gud  hatli  shewed   vnto  me,  by  stretching  forth   hia 
mighty  hand  to  deliucr  mcout  of  that  perill,  chieHie  lo  make  mee 
triumphe  ouer  the  deatli  of  mine  enemy :   I  feele  such  comfurte 
of  minde  as  all  the  delightes  of  the  world  be  but  griefes,  in  respect 
of  the  ioye,  pleasure  and  contentucion  that   I   rcceiue:  wherein' 
nothing  ofiendeth  me  so  much  as  hitherto  that  1  haue  not  acknow- 
ledged the  benefit  receiued  of  him,  who  was  elected  of  God  to  be 
my  deliuerer:  neuerlhelesse  sir,  by  your  onely  word,  you  may  both 
satisfie  him,  and  content  mee,  yea  and  (as  it  were)  proloug  the 
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dayes  of  my  life."    Tlie  king,  who  loued  his  sister  no  lesse  than 
his  daughter,  scing  her  ptlifull  coinplainte  and  teares,  aud  to 
speake  with  such  afTectiotiy  toke  her  vppe,  and  holdiiigeher  by  the 
arme,  said   vnto  her:  "  Deare  sister  and  frenrle,  if  I   haiic  not  to 
tliis  prest!nt  satisfied  hian  tliai  was  the  cause  of  your  deUueraunce, 
1  cannot  be  accused  of  ingratitude,  for  Uiat  hitherto  I  haue  not 
knowenhini,  ne  yet  your  selfe  doth  knowewhathe  is,  (as  you  haue 
oftentimes  tolde  me:)  but  of  one  tiling  you  maj'e  be  assured,  and 
I  sweare  vnto  you  at  this  present,  by  my  scepter,  that  so  sonc  as  I 
shall  vnderstaudo  what  he  is,  I  will  vsc  him  in  such  wise,  as  he 
shall   thincke  himsclfc   satisfied   aud   contented,  thoughe    it  did 
coste  me  the  one  hdfe  of  my  kingdome:  for  the  pleasure  which 
he  hath  done  vnto  you  bindeth  not  you  alone,  but  nice  also,  to  be 
partaker  of  that  band,  both  our   honours   being   ioyntly   bound 
iherunto."     "  Alas,  my  lord,  (said  the  duchcsse)  it  is  the  knighte 
Mendozza,  chiefe  of  this  ambassade,  to  whom,  if  it  please  you  to 
giue  your  consent  that  we  two  might  marrie,  aJl  auncient  bands 
and  debtes  shaJ  remain  extinct,  aud  so  by  a  smal  reward  yon  sbal 
restore  life  to  two  persons,  almost  dead,  for   the  cscessiue  loue 
which  one  beareth  the  other."     And  thcrcwitlial  she  began  to 
declare  to  the  king,  thuriginal  and  processe  of  the  whole  discourse. 
First,  the  voyuge  of  the  sister  of  Mendozza  into  Piemont:  her 
owne  peregrination  to  S.   lames,  the  honest  nmitie  betweene  her 
and  Mendozza,  the  message  of  maister  Appiau  to  Mendozza,  his 
rcfosall  of  that  request,  his  rclome  after  to  Thurin,  her  confession, 
the  diamonde  knowen  againe,  finally,  how  all  the  whole  had  passed 
betwene  them  :  the  countcrfaite  deuocion  to  Sainct  lames  on«lye 
reserued,  which,  for  her  honours  sake,  shee  woulde  not  tell  him. 
The  kinge  vnderstanding  tbi^  straunge  discourse,  was  so  rapte 
with  ioye  and  appalled  with  gladnesse,  as  hec  could  not  for  a  longe 
time  make  any    aunswere.     V^'llelJ  liis  passion  was  moderated, 
hee  said  to  his  sister:   ''  But  be  you  well  assured,  tlial  liee  will 
receiue  you  for  his  wyfe,"     "  Yea,  my  lord,  (quoth  shcc)  1  ought 
well  to  he  assured  of  it,  since  he  himaelfehath  made  the  requeste." 
"  And  truly,  (quoth  the  kingt)  God  forbidde  that  I  should  be  the 
cause  to  breake  so  holy  an  accorde :  for  if  the  lordc  of  Mendozza 
were  icferiourin  qualitie,  nobiUty,  and  goods,  than  hee  is:  yet 


THE    DVCIiKSSR   OP   SAUOtK. 


bath  he  so  much  doDe  bolli  for  you  and  mee,  as  we  may  not 
bonetitlie  refuse  him.  Howe  much  more  then  be  wee  bouude  lo 
bim  :  being  a  greate  lorde  as  bee  is,  issued  of  uoble  and  famous 
families  of  Spaiuc,  riche  irvgooderi,  and  bauinge  hazarded  his  life 
for  ibe  conseruation  of  your  honour:  and  tberewitball  sccketh  mine 
alliaunce.  Goe  your  wayes,  (dere  sister  and  frend)  goo  your 
wayes,  make  much  of  him,  and  entreate  liim  as  you  thincke  bestc. 
And  when  I  banc. walked  two  or  ihree  tornes  here,  I  will  come 
vntohim,  to  communicale  more  amplie  of  these  matters."  Scarce 
had  the  duchesse  leysure  to  aduertise  the  lorde  of  Mcndozza  of 
that  which  was  concluded  bctweene  tlie  kinge  and  her,  but  be 
camednwne  into  the  hall,  where  the  mosle  [Murte  of  the  Spanishe 
gentlemen  walked,  and  wiili  a  very  ioyfull  counlenuunce  wente 
to  the  knight.  To  whom  bee  saide :  "  My  lorde  Mendozxa,  1 
praye  you  to  embrace  mee :  for  so  farre  as  1  sec,  I  haue  a  better 
intcreste  in  you  than  I  thought."  And  the  lorde  of  Mendozza 
thinking  to  embrace  him,  his  knee  vppon  the  grounde,  was  im- 
mediatlye  desired  to  stunde  vp.  "Whom  the  kinge  deeping  aboute 
the  necke,  saide  vnto  him  so  loude  as  euerye  man  mighte  beare: 
"  Sir  knighte,  by  the  God  of  lleauen,  since  that  I  miglit  com* 
maunde  in  the  realme  i}(  Eughmde,  I  hauc  not  cntcrtayned  gen- 
tleman nor  prince,  to  whom  1  haue  bin  more  endebted  than  to 
you  :  nor  neuer  was  there  any  dearer  vnto  mee  titan  you,  for  the 
grcate  gratitude  and  kindncssc,  whcrwiih  you  haue  bound  me, 
and  wherby  I  shal  uot  from  henceforth  be  satisfied,  vntil  I  haue  in 
some  tliinge  acknowle<lgtd  the  bondc  wherein  I  am  bounde  vnto 
yoM-"  W'hen  bee  had  spoken  those  wourdes,  lice  began  to  decUrc 
from  point  to  point,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  assemblie,  the  coo- 
lentes  of  the  whole  before  declared  historie.  Wliereat  there  was 
none  iu  all  the  company,  but  was  greatly  a^tonncd  at  the  pru<ience 
of  Mendozza,  by  so  well  dissembling,  and  accouiplishiug  so  great 
enterprises,  without  makinge  them  manifest.  And  the  king  of 
Englaude  commaunded  thai  the  mariagc  of  him  and  his  sister 
shoulde  be  published  ibroughe  out  his  realme,  Uiat  all  bis  nobilille 
might  be  ussembied.  And  for  his  greater  honour,  the  kinge  did 
from  thenccfurth  constitute  him  liis  high  constable  of  Eiiglaud, 
und  reposed  liimsclfc  in  him,  as  vppon  a  firme  piller,  for  the  ad- 
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ministiation  of  the  wayghtiest  affaires  of  his  realme.    The  mariage 

solempnized  attd  consummate  with  the  duchesse,  hee  retoura- 

ed  into  Spaine,  to  accompanye  the  prince  into  England, 

whose  mariage  was  celebmted  at  London,  witli  the 

king  of  England's  daughter,  in  such  pompe 

-   and  solempnitie,  as  semblable  princes  be 

commonlie  accustomed  to  do  in 

such  like  cases. 
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THE  FORTY-SIXTH  NOUEH.. 


A  King  of  Englande  hued  //«  daughter  of  one  of  his  noble  men, 
which  aas  Countesse  of  Sale^buriey  who  ofter  great  sute  to  atchteue 
that  he  could  not  wiime^  for  the  entire  hue  hee  bare  hm;  and  her 
greate  constancie,  hee  made  her  fm  queene  and  wife* 

This  hiatorie  ensuinge,  describing  ilie  perfect  figure  of  woman- 
hode,  the  naturall  qualitie  of  louc  incensinge  the  liortes  indiffe- 
renilye  of  all  nature's  children,  the  liuely  image  of  a  good  condi- 
cioned  prince,  the  zealous  loue  of  parentes  and  the  glorious  reward 
tliat  chastitie  conduceth  to  her  iiiibraccrs,  1  deeme  worthie  to  be 
annexed  to  the  former  Nouell,  wherein  as  you  haue  hearde,  bee 
coutayaed  the  strauuge  aduentures  of  a  fayre  and  innocenie 
duchesse  :  whose  life  tried  like  gouUl  in  the  fornacc,  glittereth  at 
this  dayc  like  a  brighte  starry  planet,  shining  in  the  firmament 
with  moste  splendent  brightuesse  aboue  all  tiie  rest,  to  ilie  etemall 
prayse  of  feminine  kinde.  And  as  a  noble  tuaii  of  Spaine,  by 
heate  of  louc's  rage,  pursued  the  louinge  trace  of  a  king  of  Eng- 
land's sister :  cuen  so  a  renowmed  aud  most  victoriuus  prince  (as 
the  auctour  of  theim  both  affirmeth)  thorow  the  furie  of  that 
passion,  which  (as  Aptileus  sayih)  in  tlie  firste  heate  is  but  small, 
but  aboundinge  by  iacrea&e,  doth  set  all  men  ou  tier,  maketh 
earnest  sute  by  discourse  of  wordes  to  a  lady  hcrselfe,  a  countesse, 
and  carle's  doughicr,  a  beautifuU  and  faire  wighte,  a  creature 
incomparable,  the  wife  of  a  noble  man  his  owne  subiect:  who 
dling  her  constante  forte  to  be  impregnable,  after  pleasaunte 
sute  and  milde  requeste,  attempteth  by  vndermining  to  inuade, 
and  when  with  siege  prolixc,  hee  perceiueth  no  ingenious 
deuise  can  atchieue  that  long  and  painfull  worke,  he  threateth 
mighte  and  maine,  dire  and  cruell  assaultes,  to  winne  and  gette 
tlie  smne:  and  laste  of  all  surrendred  into  his  hands,  and  the  prisoner 
cryjnge  for  mercie,  he  mercifully  is  contented  to  mitigate  his  con- 
ceyued  rigour,  and  pitifully  to  release  the  lady,  whom  for  her 
womanlye  stouinesse  and  corugious  constancie  hee  imbracetb  and 
entertayneth  for  his  owne.    This  grcxttc  and  worthy  king,  by  the 
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firstvieweofa  delicate  ladie,  thorowe  the  snppe  ol'  loue  soaVed 
into  his  noble  harte,  was  transported  into  man^c  passions,  and 
rapte  with  iniiDite  paugues,  wliich  afterwards  bredde  him  great 
disquietncs.    This  worthie  prince  (I  say)  who  before  that  time 
like  an  Alexander,  was  able  to  conquere  and   gaine  whole  king- 
domes,  and  made  all  i'Vaunee  to  quake  for  fearc,  nt  whose  approch 
the  gates  of  cuery  citie  did  flie  open,  and  fame  of  hitu  prouoked 
ech  Frenchman's  knee  to  bowe,  whose  helmet  was  made  of  man- 
hods  trampe,  and  mace  well  steeled  witli  stoute  attemptes,  was  by 
the  weakest  staye  of  dame  Nature's  frame,  a  woman  (shaped  with 
no  visage  steme  or  vglie  loke)  afirighted  and  appalled:  whose 
harte  was  armed  with  no  lethal  sword  or  deadly  launce,  but  with  a 
curat  of  honour   and   weapon   of  womanhode,  and  for  all  bis 
glorious  conquests,  she  durst  by  singuler  combat  to  giue  refusall 
to  his  face:  wliichsinguler  perseueratiou  in  defence  of  her  chastitic 
incxpugtiable,  esctarisheth  to  the  whole  flocke  of  womankiude 
the    briglite   beaiues    of    wisedome,  vertue    and    honcstie.     No 
prayers,    intreatic,  suplication,    teares,   sobbes,  sighes,   or   other 
like  humaine  actions,  poured  forth  of  a  princcssc  hart,  could  with- 
draw her   from  the  bounds  of  honestie.     No  promise,  present, 
practise,  dcuisc,  suie,  freinde,  parent,  letter,  or  counsellour,  could 
make  her  to  Btray  cute  of  the  limites  of  vertue.     No  threate, 
menace,  rigour,  feare,  punishmente,  exile,  terror,  or  other  crueltie, 
could  diucrt   her  from  the  siege  of  constancie.     In  her  youthly 
time  till  her  mariage  day,  shec  delighted  in  rirginitie:  from  her 
mariage   day  during  her  widow  state,  she  reioysed  in  chastity  : 
the  one  she  couserued  like  a  hardic  Cloelia,  the  other  she  kept 
like  a  constant  Panthca.  This  notable  historiethcrforel  baue  pur- 
posed to  make  common,  aswel  for  encouragement  of  ladies  to  im- 
brace  constancie,  as  to  imbolden  them  in  the  refusall  of  dishonest 
sutes,  for  which  if  they  do  not  acquire  semblable  honour,  as  this 
lady  did,  yet  they   shidl  not  be  frustrate  of  the  due  reward  inci- 
dente  to  honour,  which  is  fame  and  immortall  prayse.   Gentlemen 
may  learne  by  the  successe  of  this  discourse,  what  tormentes  be 
in  loue,  what  trauailcs  in  pursute,  what  passions  like  ague  fittes, 
what    disconueniences,    what    loste    labour,  what  plaints,  what 
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gricfes:  what  vnnatoral  atteraptes  be  forced.  Many  other  notorr- 
ous  examples  be  coniayned  in  the  same,  to  the  grcate  cc>mf6rte 
and  pleasure  as  I  trusty  of  the  wel  aduLsed  reader:  and  although 
the  aoctour  of  the  same,  perchaunce  hath  not  rightlye  touched  die 
proper  names  of  the  aucthours  of  this  traced  ie,  by  perfecte  appel- 
iatious:  as  Edward  the  third  for  his  eldest  sonne  Edward  the 
prince  of  Wales  (who  as  I  read  in  Fabian)  maried  the  countesseof 
Saleaburie,  which  before  was  countesse  of  Kent,  and  wife  vnto  sir 
Thomas  Holland :  and  whose  name,  (as  PoUdore  sayih)  was  lane, 
daughter  to  Edmond  earle  of  Kent,  of  whom  the  same  prince 
Edward  begat  Edward  that  died  in  his  childish  ycres,  and  Uichard 
that  afterwards  was  king  of  England  the  second  of  that  name, 
and  for  that  shee  was  kin  to  him,  was  deuorced :  whose  sayde  father 
marled  Philip,  doughter  to  the  earle  of  Henault,  and  had  by  her 
VII.  Bonnes:  and  ^lips  for  the  name  of  the  sayde  countesse,  beinge 
none  suche  amonges  our  vulgare  tormes,  but  Frosard  rcniembreth 
her  name  to  be  Alice,  which  in  deede  Is  common  amonges  vs: 
and  tlie  castell  of  Salesburie,  where  there  is  none  by  t}iat  namep 
yppon  the  frontiers  of  Scotlimde,  albeit  the  same  Frosard  doth  make 
mention  of  a  caatcll  of  the  earle  of  Salesburie's,  giueu  vniohiin  by 
Edward  the  tliird  when  lie  was  sir  William  Montague  and  maried 
the  saide  lady  AUce  for  his  scruice  and  prowcsse  against  the 
Scottes :  and  Rosamburghe  for  Roxboruughe :  and  that  the  said 
Edwarde  when  hee  saw  that  hee  could  not  by  loue  and  other  per- 
swasions  attaine  the  countesse  but  by  force,  maried  the  same  coun- 
tesse, which  is  altogether  vntrue,  for  that  Polydore  and  other 
aucthors  do  remember  but  one  wife  that  hee  had,  which  was  the 
sayde  vertnous  qucene  Philip,  with  other  like  defaults:  yet  the 
graceof  the  historic  for  all  those  errours  is  rtot  diminished.  Where- 
of I  thoughte  good  to  giue  this  aduertisemente  :  and  waving  with 
my  selfe  that  by  the  publishing  hereof  no  dislionourcan  dedounde 
to  the  illustre  race  of  our  noble  kinges  and  princes,  ne  yet  to  the 
blemishingc  of  the  fame  of  that  noble  king,  eternized  for  his  vic- 
tories and  vertues  in  Uie  auQcieot  annales,  chronicles  and  monu- 
ments, forren  and  domesticall,  (because  nil  nature's  children  be 
thral  and  sabiecte  to  the  infirmities  of  their  first  parcntcs,)  I  do 
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wilh  submission  humblie  referre  the  same  to  the  iudgemeut  aud 
correction  of  them,  lo  whom  it  shall  appartaine :  which  beinge 
considered,  the  nouell  dotii  begin  in  this  forme  and  order. 

Th  er  e  was  a  kinge  of  Englande  named  Edwarde,  which  had  to  his 
first  wyfe  the  doughter  of  the  countc  of  Henault,  of  wliom  bee 
had  children,  the  eldest  whereof  was  called  also   Edward,  the  re- 
nowmcd  prince  of  Wales,  who  besides  Poictiers  subdued  the  French 
men,  toke  lohn  the  French  kiug  prisoner,  and  sent  hira  into  Eng- 
land,    This  Edwarde  father  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  was  not  one- 
ly  a  capitall  ennemic  of  the  Frenchmen,  but  also  had  continual 
wanes  with  the  Scotlcs  his  neighbours,  aud  seing  himself  so  dis- 
quieted on  euery  side,  ordayned  for  his  lieutenaunt  vpon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Scotland,  one  of  his  capta^Ties,  named  William,  lord  Mon- 
tague: to  whom  because  he  had  fortified  Koxborougb,  and  ad- 
dressed many  enterprises  against  the  enemies,  he  gaue  the  earle- 
dome  of  Sarisburic,  and  maried  him  honourablie  witli  one  of  the 
fairest  ladies  of  England.     Certaine  dayes  after,  kingc  Edward 
sent  him  into  Fiaunders,  in  the  companie  of  the  carle  of  SufTolke^ 
where  fortune  was  so  contrarie,  as  they  were  both  uken  prisoners, 
by  the  Frenchmen,  and  sente  to  the  Louure  at  Paris.     The  Scottes 
hearing  tell  of  iheir  discomfiture,  and  how  the  marches  were  desti- 
tute of  a  goucmour,  tliey  speedely  sente  tliether  an  armic,  with  in- 
tenie  to  take  the  countesse  prisoner,  to  rase  her  castle,  and  to 
make  bootie  of  the  riches  that  was  there.     But  the  earle  of  Saris- 
buric  before  his  departure,  had  giuen  so  good  order,  that  their  suc- 
cesse  was  not  such  as  they  hoped  :  for  they  wer  so  Huely  repelled 
by  them  that  wer  within,  as  not  able  lo  endure  their  furie,  in 
steede  of  making  their  approches,  they  were  constrayned  to  go 
further  of.     And  hauinge  intelligence  by  certaine  spies,  that  the 
king  of  England  was  departed  from  London,  with  a  great  armie, 
to  come  to  succour  the  countesse,  pcrceyuiuge  that  a  farre  of,  they 
were  able  to  do  lille  good,  they  were  faine  shortly  to  retire  home 
again  to  llieir  shame.     King  Edward  departed  from  London,  tra- 
uayliug  by  great  iourneyes  with  his  armye  towardts  Sarisburie, 
was  aduertize<l,  that  the  Scottes  were  dtscamped,  aud  fled  againe 
into  Scotland.     Albeit  they  liad  so  spo^-led  the  castle  in  manye 
places,  as  tlie  markes  gaue  sufliciente  witaesiie,  what  their  inteotc 
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and  meaning  was.  And  althoughc  the  kinge  had  thoughte  to  re- 
lourne  backe  againc  vppon  their  retire,  yet  being  adueitised  of ' 
the  great  battrie,  and  of  tlie  hotte  as&atilt  they  hud  giuea  to  the 
caatell,  he  went  foorth  to  visit  the  place.  The  countesse  whose 
name  was  iElips,  vnderstanding  of  the  kinge's  comming,  causiug 
all  things  to  bee  in  so  good  readinrsse,  as  the  shortnesse  of  the 
time  could  scruc,  fuxnishcd  her  sclt'e  so  well  as  shoe  could  with  a 
certaine  nomber  of  gentlewomen  and  souldiours  tliat  remained,  to 
issue  forth  to  meete  the  king,  who  besides  hernalural  beautie^  for  the 
which  she  was  recommended  aboue  all  the  ladies  of  her  prouince, 
was  enriched  with  the  furniture  of  verlue and  curtesie,  which  made 
her  so  incomparable,  that  at  one  instante,  shee  rauished  the  hartes 
of  all  the  princes  and  lordes  that  did  behold  her,  in  such  wise,  as 
there  was  no  taike  in  all  ihearmiebutoflier  graces  and  vertue,and 
specially  of  her  excellent  and  surpassing  beauty.  The  kinge  hau- 
ing  made  reuerence  vnto  her,  after  hee  had  well  viewed  all  her  ges- 
tures and  countenaunces,  thoughte  that  hee  had  neuer  seen  a  more 
goodlier  creature.  Tlien  rapte  with  an  incredible  admiration  he 
said  vnto  her:  "  Madame  countessc,  1  do  beleeue,  that  if  in  this 
attire  and  furniture  wherein  you  now  be,  accompanied  with  so  rare 
and  exccllente  bpautie,  ye  had  becne  placed  vppon  one  of  tlicram- 
picrs  of  your  castell,  you  had  made  more  breaches  with  the  lokes 
and  beames  of  your  sparkling  eyes,  in  the  hartes  of  your  ennemyes, 
than  they  had  beene  able  lo  haue  done  in  your  castel,  with  their 
thundring  ordinaunce."  The  countesse  somewliat  shamefast  and 
abashed,  to  heare  herselfe  so  greatly  praysed  of  a  prince  so  greate, 
began  to  blushe  and  taint  with  roseall  colour,  the  whitenesse  of 
her  alablaster  face.  Then  lifting  vp  her  bashfull  eyes, somwhat  to- 
wards the  king,  she  said  vnto  him:  "  My  soueraigne  Ion),  your 
grace  may  speake  your  pleasure,  but  I  am  well  assured,  that  if 
you  had  seen  the  nomber  of  shotte,  which  by  the  space  of  xit. 
houres  were  bestowed  so  thicke  as  hayle,  vpon  euery  part  of  the 
fort,  you  might  haue  iudged  what  good  wil  the  Scots  did  beare 
vnto  mee  and  my  people.  And  for  my  selFc  I  am  assurefl,  that  if 
I  ha<l  made  proufe  of  that  which  you  saye,  and  submitted  myselfe 
to  their  mcrcie,  my  bo<lye  nowe  had  been  dissolued  into  duste." 
The  king  astonned  wyth  so  sage  and  wise  aunswere,  chaunging 
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bis  minde,  went  lowarde  the  castell:  where  after  interteignement 
and  accusLurneii  welcome,  he  began  by  litle  aiid  Iitlc,  to  feele  hiin- 
selfe  attached  wyth  a  oewe  fier.    Which  the  more  he  laboured 
to  resist,  the  more  it  inflamed:  and  feelinge  this  newmutacion  in 
himselfe,  there  came  into  his  mindt%  an  infinite  nomber  of  matters, 
balancing  bcLweenc  hope  and  feare,  somtimes  determining  to  yeld 
vnto  hiii  passions,  and  somtimes  thinking  clci'ely  to  cut  them  of, 
for  feare   least  by  committinge  hlmsclle  to  his  afl'ections  the  vr- 
gent  aflayres  of  the  warres,  wherewith  hee  was  inuolued,  should 
hauc  ill  successe.     But  in  the  ende  vanquished  wyili   louc,  hee 
pur]>osed  to  proue  the  hart  of  the  countessc,  and  the  better  to  at* 
tayne  the  same  he  tokc  her  by  the  hande,  and  prayed  her  to  shewe 
him  tlie  commudtties  of  the  fortresse.     Which  shee  did  so  well, 
and  with  so  good  grace  intertalgnc  them  all   the  whylc  wyth  infi* 
nite  talke  of  diucrs  matters,  that  the  litle  grifts  of  loue  which 
were  scarcely  planted,  began  to  growe  so  fane  as  the  rooles  re- 
mayned  fast  grounded  in  the  depthe  of  his  horte.     And  the  kyng 
not  able  any  longer  to  endure  such  a  charge  in  his  minde,  pressed 
with  gricfc,  deuised  by  what  meanes  he  might  enioye  her,  which 
was  the  cause  of  his  disquiet.     Hut  the  countesse  seinghim  sopen- 
sife, without  any  apparaunt  occasion,  sayde  vnto  him:  "  Sir,  1  doe 
not  a  litle  maruell,  to  see  you  reduced  into  these  alterations  :  for 
(me  thiiicke)  your  grace  is  maruelously  chaunged  within  these  two 
or  thre  houres,  thai  your  highnes  vonchsaued  to  enter  into  this  cas. 
tel  for  my  succour  and  reliefe  in  so  good  time,  as  al  the  dayes  of 
my  life,  both  1  and  mine  be  greatly  bound  vnto  you,  as  to  him 
which  is  not  onely  content  liberally  to  haue  bestowed  v[>on  vs 
the  goods  which  we  possesse,  but  also  by  his  generositie,  doth 
conserue  and  defend  vs  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemie.  Where- 
in your  grace  doth  deserue  double  praysc,  for  a  dcede  so  charita- 
ble: but  J  cannot  tell  nor  yet  deuise,  what  should  bee  the  cauBe 
that  your  highnesse  is  so  pensife  and  sorowful,  sith  without  great 
loAse  on  your  parte,  your  enemies  vnderstandinge  of  your  sioute 
approche,  be  retired,  which  ought,  as  I  suppose,  to  driue  awaye  the 
melancholic  from  your  stomackc,  and  to  reuoke  your  former  ioy, 
for  so  much  as  victorie  acquired  withoutc  effusion  of  bloud,  is  aj- 
wayes  moet  noble  and  acceptable  before  God."    The  king  hearing 
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this  angeVa  vojce,  so  amiably  pronouncing  these  words,  thinking 
that  of  her  owne  accord  shee  came  to  make  him  mery,  determined 
to  let  her  vnderatand  his  griefe,  vpon   so  conueniente  occasion 
ofired.    Then  with  a  trembling  %'oice  he  said  vnio  her:  "  Ah  ma- 
dame,  how  farre  be  my  cboughtes  farre  diflerente  from  those  which 
you  do  thincke  me  to  haue :  1  feele  my  hart  so  opprest  with  care^ 
as  it  ia  impossible  to  tell  you  what  it  is,  howbeit  the  same  hath 
notbeene  of  long  continuauncc,  being  attached  iherewithall,  since 
my  comminge  hither,  which  troubleth  me  so  sore,  as  I  cannot  teil 
whereupon  well  to  determine."    The  countesse  seing  the  king  tbua 
moued,  not  knowing  the  cause  whye,  was  vnccrtainc  what  aunswere 
to  make.     Which  the  king  perceyuing,  said  vnto  her,  fetching 
a  deepe  sighc  from  the  bottome  of  his  atomacke:  *'  And  what  say 
you  madame  thereunto,  can  you  giue  mee  no  remcdier*'    The 
countesse,  which  neuer  thoughte  that  any  such  discurtesie  could 
take  place  in  the  kinge's  hart,  taking  things  in  good  part,  said  vnto 
him  :  "  Syr,  I  know  not  what  remedie  to  giue  you,  if  first  you  do 
not  discoucr  vnto  me  the  griefe.     But  if  it  trouble  you,  that  the 
Scottishe  kinge  hath  spoyled  your  countrie,  the  losse  is  not  soe 
greate,  as  therewith  a  prince  so  mighlie  as  you  be,  needc  to  be 
offended :  silhens  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  vengcaunce  lietli  in 
your  handcs,  and  you  may  in  time  chasten  him,  as  at  other  timet 
you  haue  done."    Whereunto  the   kinge  seinge  her  simplicitie, 
aunswearcd :  "  Madame,  the  beginninge  of  my   griefe  ryseih  not 
of  that,  but  my  wounde  resteth  in  the  inwardc  parte  of  my  1 
which  pricketli  mee  so  soore,  as  if  I   desire  from  henceforth  to 
prolonge  my  life,  I  muste  open  the  same  vnto  you,  rescruing  the 
cause  thereof  so  secrete,  aa  none  but  you  and  1  must  be  partakers. 
1  must  now  then  confessc  vnto  you,  that  in  comminge  to  your 
castcll,  and  castinge  downe  my  head  to  behold  your  celestiall  face, 
and  the  rest  of  the  graces,  wherewith  tlic  heaucns  haue  prodigally 
endued  you,  I  haue  felt  (vnhappie  man  as  I  am)  such  a  sodaine 
alteration,  in  al  the  most  sensible  partes  of  my  body,  as  knowing 
my  forces  diminished,  I  cannot  tel  to  whom  to  make  complaint  of 
my  libertie  lost  (which  of  long  time  I  haue  so  happily  presenied) 
but  onely  to  you,  tliat  Ukc  a  faiiiifull  keeper  and  onely  treasurer  of 
my  hart,  you  may  by  some  shining  beame  of  pitie  bring  againe  to 
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his  fonuer  mirth  and  ioye,  that  which  you  desire  in  me :  and  by 
the  contrarie,  you  may  procure  to  me  a  life  more  painefull  and  gree- 
uous,  than  a  thousand  dcathes   together."     AV^hen  he  had  ended 
these  woordes,  hee  helde  his  peace,  to  let  her  speake,  atteudinge 
none  otlier  thing  by  her  aunswere,  but  the  last  decree  either  of 
death  or  life.     But  the  countesse  with  a  grauitie  conformable  to 
her  honestie  and  honour,  without  other  mouing,  said  vnto  him: 
"  If  any  other  besides  your  grace  had  been  so  forgetful  of  him- 
selfe  to  enter  in  these  termcs,  or  to  vse  such  talke  vnto  me,  I 
knowe  what  should  be  mine  aunswere,  and  so  it  might  be,  that  he 
shoulde  haue  occasion  not  to  be  well  contented,  hut  knowing  this 
your  attempt  to  proccede  rather  from  the  pleasuntnes  of  your  hart, 
than  for  other  affection,  I  wil  beleue  from  henceforth,  and  per- 
swade  my  selfe,  that  a  prince  so  renowmed  and  identic  as  you  be, 
dodi  not  thincke,  and  much  lesse  meane,  to  attempt  any  thing 
against  mine  honour,  which  is  a  thousand  times  dearer  vnto  mee 
than  life.     And   1  am  pej-swadcd,  that  yuu  do  not  so  litle  esteeme 
my  father  and  my  husband,  who  is  for  your  seruice  prisoner  in  the 
hands  of  the  Frenchmen,  our  mortal  enemies,  as  in  their  absence 
to   procure  vnto  them  such  defamation  and  slaunder.    And  by 
making  this  request,  your  grace  doth  swarue  from  the  bounds  of 
honestie  very  farre,  and  you  do  greate  iniury  to  your  fame,  if  men 
should  know  what  lermes  you  do  vse  vnto  me.     In  like  maner,  I 
purpose  not  to  violate  the  faith,  which  I  haue  giuen   to  my   hus- 
band,  but  1  intend  to  keepe  the  same  vnspotted,  so  long  as  my 
Boule  shalbe  caried  in  the  cliariot  of  (his  mortall  body.    And  if  I 
should  so  far  forget  my  self,  as  willingly  to  commit  a  thing  so  dis* 
honest,  your  grace  oughte  for  tlie  loyal  seruice  of  my  fatlier  and 
husband  toward  you,  sharpoly  to  rebuke  me,  and  to  punish  me  ac- 
cording  to   my  desert.     Fur  this  cause  (most  dradde  soucraigne 
lord)  you  which  are  accustomed  to  vanquishe  and  subdue  other, 
bee  nowe  a  conquerour  ouer  your  selfe,  and  throughly  bridle  that 
concupiscence  (if  there  be  any)  vnder  the  raynes  of  reason,  that 
being  quenched  and  ouercome,  they  may  no  more  reuiue  in  you, 
and  hauing  liuely  resisted  the  first  assauhes,  the  victorie  is  but 
easie,  whicli  shutbe  a  ihousande  times  more  glorious  and  gainefull 
for  you,  than  if  you  had  conquered  a  kiugdome."    The  countesse 
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had  scarce  made  an  ende  of  her  tale,  but  one  came  to  tell  them 
that  the  tables  were  coucred  for  dinner:  the  king  well  fedde  with 
loue,  dined  for  that  time  very  soberly,  and  not  able  to  eate  but  vp- 
pon  amorous  dishes,  did  caste  his  lokes  inconstantly  here  and  there, 
and  still  his  eves  tlirew  the  last  loke  vppon  that  part  of  the  table,, 
where  the  countessesate,  mcaninge  thereby  to  extinguish  the  boiU 
uig  flameSf  which  incessantly  did  burne  him,  howbeii  by  thinking  j 
to  coole  them,  he  further  plonged  himsclfo  therein.    And  wanderio^^ 
thus  in  diuerscogitacions,  the  wise  aunsweare  tliat  the  countcsse 
made,  like  a  vaunt  currour,  was  continually  in  his  remeinbraunce, 
and   was  well  assured   <ff  her  inuincible   chastiiie.      By    reaioa 
whereof,  seing  that  so  hard  an  enterprise  required  a  longer  abode, 
and  that  a  hart  so  chast,  could  not  so  quickiye  be  remoued  from 
purpose,  carefull  on  the  other  side  to  giue  oitler  to  the  waightie 
aiTayres  of  his  realme,  disquieted  also  on  cuery  side,  through  the 
tunnoiie  of  waires,  determined  to  depart  tlie  next  day   id  the 
morning,  rescruing  till  another  time  more  conuenient  llie  pursuie 
of  his  loue.     Uauing  taken  order  for  his  departure,  in  the  mom- 
ing  he  wente  to  seeke  the  countesse,  and  taking  his  leaue  of  her, 
praied  her  to  thinke  better  of  the  lalke  made  vnto  her  the  day  be- 
fore, butaboueal,  he  besought  her  to  hauepitie  vpon  him.  Wher- 
uato  the  countesse  aunswered,  that  not  onely  shec  praied  God 
incessantly  to  giue  him  victory  ouer  his  outward  enemies,  but  aho 
grace  to  tame  tine  carnal  passion,  which  did  so  torment  him.     Cer- 
taine  dayes  after  tliat  king  Edward  was  arriued  at  London,  which 
was  the  place  of  his  ordinurie  abode,   the  countesse  of  Sarisbaiie 
was  aduertised,  that  the  carle  her  husband,  being  out  of  prysooi 
consumed  with  griefe  and  sicknes,  died  by  the  way  homewards. 
And  because  they  had  no  children,  the  earledome  retourtied  to  the 
kinge,  which  first  gane  the  same  vnto   him.     And  after  slie  had 
lamented  the  death  of  her  husband  the  space  of  manye  dayes,  sbee 
returned  to  her  father's  house,  which  was  earle  of  Warwike.     And 
for  so  much  as  he  was  one  of  the  kinge's  priuie  counsel,  and  the 
most  part  of  the  affayres  of  the  reahne  passed  by  his  aduise  aod 
counsel),  he  continued  at  London,  that  hec  might  be  more  neare 
vnto  the  kinge's  person.     The  king  aduertised  of  the  comming  of 
the  countesse,  thoughte  that  fortune  had  opened  a  way  to  bring  bis 
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enterprise  to  desired  effect,  specially  for  that  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, and  the  witiiesse  of  his  earnest  good  will,  woulde  make  her 
more  tractable.  The  kinge  seing  all  thiDg  (as  he  thought)  to  suo- 
cede  after  his  desire,  began  to  renue  his  first  affections,  seeking  by 
all  meanes  to  practise  the  good  will  of  the  countesse,  who  thcQ 
was  of  the  age  of  xxvi.  yeares.  Afterwards  he  ordeyned  many 
triumphes  at  the  lilt  and  torney,  maskcs,  moraeries,  feasies,  ban- 
quettes, and  other  like  pastimes,  whereat  ladies  accustom  ably  e  doe 
assemble,  who  made  roach  of  theym  all,  and  secretely  talked  wyth 
them.  Notwithstanding  he  could  not  so  well  disguise  and  coun- 
terfaitc  his  passions,  but  that  bee  stitl  shewed  himselfe  to  hcare 
beste  good  will  to  the  countesse.  Thus  the  kinge  could  not  vse 
such  discretion  in  loue,  but  that  from  liis  secret  fier,  some  euident 
flames  did  issue  oute;  but  the  countesse  which  was  a  wise  and 
curteous  ladye,  did  eascly  perceiue,  how  the  king  by  chaunging 
the  place,  had  not  altered  his  affection,  and  that  hee  still  prose- 
cuted bis  talkc  begou  at  Sarisburie.  She  despising  all  his  amorous 
couDtcnaunccs,  continued  her  6nne  and  chaste  minde  :  and  if  it 
chaunced  that  sometimes  the  king  made  more  of  her  than  discre- 
tion required,  sodaialy  might  liaue  been  diBcried  a  certaine  pale- 
nesse  in  her  face,  wlilch  declared  the  litle  pleasure  that  shee  toke 
in  his  toyes,  with  a  certaine  rigor  appearinge,  that  yelded  to  the 
king  an  assured  testimonie  that  he  laboured  in  vaine.  Neuerthe- 
lesse,  she,  to  cut  of  all  meanes  of  the  ktnges  pursute,  kept  still  her 
father's  house,  shewinge  hersclfe  in  no  place  where  the  king  mighte 
see  her.  The  king  offended,  seing  himselfe depriued  and  banished 
her  presence,  whom  he  esteemed  as  the  comfort  of  his  life,  made 
his  secrctaric  priuic  to  the  whole  matter,  whose  fidelity  he  had  wel 
proued  in  matters  daungeroua,  with  mind  to  pursue  her  by  other 
way,  if  it  chaunced  that  she  persisted  in  her  wonted  rigor  and  re- 
fusal. Howbeit  before  heproceded  any  further,  sithe  he  could  not 
secretely  talke  with  her,  he  purposed  to  send  her  a  letter,  the  tenor 
whereof  insueth : 

"  Madame,  if  you  please  by  good  aduise  to  consider  the  begin- 
ning of  my  lone,  the  continuance  of  the  same,  and  cliea  the  last  issue 
wbemnto  it  teodeth,  1  am  assured  that  laying  your  hand  on  your 
hart,  you  wil  accuse  yoiu  selfe,  not  only  of  your  curst  and  froward 
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■tomacke  hitherto  appearing^  but  also  of  that  newe  ingratitude, 
which  you  shewe  vnto  me  at  this  houre,  whoe  not  contented  to 
bathe  and  ptondge  mee  into  the  missehappe  of  my  paines  paste, 
but  by  a  newe  onset,  to  abandon  your  selfe  from  ray  presence,  as 
from  the  sighie  of  your  raortall  cnnemie :  wherein  I  finde  that 
heauen  and  all  his  influences,  doe  crie  out  for  myne  ouertbrowe, 
whereunto  I  doe  agree,  since  my  life  taking  no  vigor  and  increase, 
being  onely  sustained  by  the  fauour  of  your  diuine  graces,  can 
not  be  maintained  one  onely  minute  ofa  daye,  without  the  liberall 
heipe  of  your  sweetenesse  and  vertue  :  beseching  you,  that  if  the 
hartie  prayers  of  any  mortal  tormented  man,  may  cuer  haue  force 
and  power  to  raoue  you  to  pitie,  it  may  please  you  miracuiousty  to 
deJiuer  from  henceforth  this  my  poore  miserable  afflicted  mynde, 
either  from  death  or  martyrdomc  : 

He  that  is  more  yours  than  his  owmie, 
Edward,  the  desolate  king  of  England." 
The  letter  written  with  his  own  handc,  and  sealed  with  his 
scale,  he  commaunded  the  secretarie  to  go  lo  the  countesse,  at  her 
father's  house,  and  secretly  to  deliuer  the  same.  The  couatesse 
hauing  red  and  perused  it,  say d  to  the  secretarie:  "  My  frende, 
you  shall  tell  tlie  kyng,  that  I  doe  besech  him  most  humbly,  to 
sendc  me  no  more  letters  or  messages  touching  the  matters  whereof 
he  hath  written:  for  1  am  in  such  wise  resolued  in  the  auoswere, 
which  1  made  him  in  my  castle,  as  1  wyll  persiste  immutable,  to 
the  code  of  my  life."  The  secretarie  retominge  the  aunswere 
of  the  countesse,  the  king  raptc  with  an  impacient  and  cxirenie 
choler,  desired  eftsoues  to  giuc  smother  attempt :  and  consuiuiog 
by  litle  and  litle  in  this  amorous  fier,  began  to  sort  out  of  the 
limits  of  reason.  And  almoste  out  of  his  wittes,  dcmaunded  of 
his  secretarie:  "  Do  you  thinke  it  expedient  that  I  make  request 
to  her  father,  whose  counsell  I  want  in  other  thinges  'f*  To  whotne 
the  secretarie  boldly  aunswercd,  that  he  thought  it  vnreasonable 
to  fteeke  ayde  at  a  father's  handes  to  corrupt  the  doughter;  faith- 
fully telling  lo  the  king,  the  reproche  and  infamie  that  would  fol- 
lowe  Uicrcof,  as  well  for  the  olde  seruice,  iliat  her  father  hadde  done 
to  his  auncestours,  as  for  his  great  prowesse  in  armes  for  which  he 
WW  9o  greatly  coumiended.     Uut  loue,  the  mortaiJ  enemie  of  all 
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good  counsell,  so  blinded  the  eyes  of  ilie  kyng,  tJiat  without  anye 
further  deliberation,  he  comniaunded  the  secretarie  to  go  seke  tlie 
father,  to  demaunde  his  counsell  for  matters  of  importance:  whiche 
the  earle  voderstanding,  obeyed  incontinently,  where  the  king 
alone  in  a  chamber  lying  vpon  a  bed,  after  hce  had  commaunded 
him  to  shut  the  dore  and  to  sit  downe  by  hym,  sayde  these  wordes; 
"  My  lorde,  I  haue  caused  you  to  come  hither  for  a  certaine  oc- 
casion, whicbe  toucheth  me  so  nighc,  as  the  losse  or  preseruation 
of  my  life.  For  neuer  through  any  assaut  of  fortune  (the  sharpe* 
nesse  wherof  I  haue  often  felt)  haue  I  bene  vanquished  with  so 
great  disquiet,  as  nowe.  For  1  am  so  vexed  with  ray  passions,  as 
being  ouercome  by  tlicm,  I  haue  none  other  refuge,  but  to  a  most 
vnhappie  death  that  euer  man  can  suffer,  if  presently  I  be  not 
holpcn.  Knowe  ye  thereturc,  that  1  deemehim  unely  to  be  happy 
that  by  reason  can  rule  his  wyites,  not  suffering  hym  selfe  to  be 
caried  into  vayne  desires :  in  whiche  pointe  wee  do  differ  from 
beastes,  wiio  being  lead  oaely  by  natural]  order,  doe  indifferently 
mnne  headlong,  whether  their  appetite  doth  guide  ihem  :  but  we 
with  the  measure  of  reason,  ought  to  moderate  our  doinges  with 
suclie  prouidence,  as  without  straying  we  may  choose  the  right 
waye  of  equitie  and  iustice:  and  if  at  any  lime,  the  weake  fieshe 
doth  faint  and  giue  ouer,  we  haue  none  to  blame  but  our  selues: 
who  deceiued  by  the  failing  shadow  and  false  apparaunec  of  things, 
fal  into  the  ditche  by  our  selues  prepared.  And  that  which  I  do 
aUeage,  is  proued,  not  without  manifest  reason,  wherof  I  nowe  doe 
fele  experience,  hauing  let  slip  the  rayncs  of  tlie  bridle  to  farre 
ouer  my  disordinate  affections,  beyng  drawen  from  the  right  hande, 
and  traiterously  deceiued.  And  ncuerthelesse  I  can  not  tell  howe 
to  retire  to  take  the  right  waye,  or  howe  to  retournemy  back  from 
that  which  doth  me  Imrt.  W  herefore  nowe  (vnfortunate  and  mise- 
rable thai  I  am)  1  acknowledge  my  selfe  to  be  like  vnto  him,  that 
followeth  his  game  in  the  thicket  of  a  woode,  rushing  through 
thicke  and  thynne  at  all  aduentures,  not  knowing  howe  to  6nde 
the  wave  he  entred  in,  but  rather  the  more  he  desireth  to  fol- 
io we  the  trace,  the  more  in  the  ende  he  is  wrapped  in  the  bushes. 
So  it  is  my  lorde,  that  1  can  not  and  may  not  for  all  my  foresayd 
allegations,  so  colour  luy  fault,  or  purge  myne  error,  but  that 
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I  must  confesse  and  acknowledge  it  to  be  in  me  :  but  I  speake  to 
this  eade,  that  seeking  a  farrc  of  the  originall  of  my  gricfe,  you 
would  hclpe  me  to  complayner  and  thereby  to  take  pitie  vpon  me. 
For  to  tell  you  the  truthe,  I  am  »o  intricated  iu  the  labaiinthe  of 
my  vnbridclcd  will,  as  the  more  I  due  aspire  tu  the  better  (alas) 
the  worsse  I  am.  Haue  not  I  good  cause  to  complaine  my  lorde, 
that  after  so  monye  famous  victories  achieued  by  sea  and  lande, 
wherewith  I  haue  rcnowmed  the  memoric  of  my  name  iaall  places, 
am  Dovr  bound  and  daunted  with  an  appetite  so  outragious, 
as  I  can  not  helpe  my  selfe,  whereby  myne  owne  life,  or  rather 
death,  is  consumed  in  suchc  anguishe  and  mortal!  paine,  as  1 
am  become  the  very  mansion  of  all  mischietes,  and  ooely  re- 
ceptacle of  all  miseries?  What  sufficient  excuse  for  my  fault 
may  1  henceforth  alleagc,  that  in  the  end  will  not  display  it  to  be 
both  vnprofiuble  and  voyde  of  reason  i  But  what  shall  be  the 
buckcler  of  my  shame,  if  not  my  youthly  age,  whiche  pricketb 
me  furcwardc  to  loue  like  a  sharpe  nedle,  the  force  whereof  I 
haue  BO  ofte  repelled,  as  nowe  being  vanquished,  1  haue  no  place 
for  rest,  but  in  thy  mercy,  who  in  my  father's  da\'es  diddcst  liberallr 
spcnde  thy  bloud,  in  manye  notable  enterprises  in  his  sernice, 
whiche  afterwardcs  thou  haste  so  well  continued,  that  in  many 
daungerous  affaires,  I  hane  diuers  times  proued  the  fidelitie 
of  thy  counsel),  whereby  I  haue  brought  to  passe  thinges  of 
great  importaunce,  and  therein  hitherto  neuer  founde  thee  slacke 
and  vnfayihfull.  Whiche  when  I  remember  doe  prouoke  mc 
to  be  bolde  to  declare  vnto  you  mine  ement,  whiche  by  your 
onely  worde  you  may  procure,  the  fruite  whereof  being  gotten, 
you  shall  winne  the  heart  of  a  king,  to  be  vsed  as  you  liste  for 
cuer.  And  the  more  the  thing  shal  seeme  harde,  difficult  or 
painefuU,  the  greater  shall  your  meriie  be,  and  the  more  firmely 
shall  he  be  bounde,  whiche  doth  rcceiue  it.  Consider  then  my 
lorde,  howe  profitable  it  is,  to  haue  a  king  at  your  commaunde- 
ment.  You  haue  also  foure  sonnes,  whom  you  can  not  honour- 
ably aduaunce  with  out  my  fauour :  swearing  vnto  you  by  my 
rcgnil  scepter,  that  if  you  comfort  me  in  these  my  troubles,  1 
will  endue  the  three  yongest  with  so  large  possessions,  as  they 
shall  haue  no  cause  to  be  offended  with  their  eldest  brother. 
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Bemember  likewyse,  what  rewardes  I  hauc  bestowed  vpon  them 
that  serue  me.  And  if  you  haue  knowea  how  Uberall  I  haue 
bene  towardes  other,  tliinke  then  I  praye  you,  how  bountifully 
you  bynde  me  towardes  you,  vpon  whome  my  Ufe  and  death 
dcpendeth."  The  king  ending  his  sorowfull  complaintc,  stopped 
by  sobbos  and  sighes,  helde  his  peace.  And  the  earle  who  ten- 
derly toued  his  prince,  hearing  this  pitifull  discourse,  (the  faithfuU 
witncssc  of  his  inward  passion)  and  not  able  to  coniccture  the 
occasion^  was  maruellously  troubled  in  him  selfe,  and  without 
longer  aduise,  ouercome  with  pitie,  he  made  a  liberall  and  very 
sodayne  offer  to  tlie  king  of  his  Ufe,  his  children,  and  of  all  that 
he  was  able  to  doc.  "  Commaunde,  my  soueraigne  lorde  (quod 
be  with  weaping  teares)  what  it  shall  please  you  to  haue  me 
doe,  if  it  be,  euen  to  bestowe  my  life  for  your  sake.  For  by  the 
faith  and  fealtie  that  I  do  owe  to  God  and  to  your  grace,  1  sweare, 
that  many  daycs  and  yeares  paste,  I  haue  bound  my  selfe  inuiola- 
bly,  and  all  mine  abiUiic  without  exception,  so  long  as  this 
tongue  is  able  to  sturre,  and  breath  shall  remaiae  within  this 
bodye,  faithfully  and  truely  to  serue  your  maiestie,  not  onely 
for  that  duetie  hindeth  me,  but  if  it  were  for  your  sake,  to  trans- 
gresse  and  cxceedc  the  bondes  of  mine  honour."  But  the  good 
olde  earle,  wliiche  neucr  thought  that  a  request  so  vniust  and 
dishonest  would  haue  proceeded  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  king, 
with  IVanke  and  open  harte  made  that  liberall  offer.  The  king 
then  hauing  sounded  the  depth  of  the  earle  s  affection,  chauuging 
colour,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  grounde,  sayde  vnto  him  :  "  Your 
doughter  the  countesse  of  Sarisburie,  (ray  lorde)  is  the  onely 
medicine  of  my  tmuayles,  whome  1  doe  loue  belter  than  mine 
owne  hfe,  and  do  feele  my  selfe  so  iuflamed  with  her  heaucnly 
beaatie,  as  without  her  grace  and  fauour  I  am  not  able  hereai'ter 
to  liue:  for  this  consideration,  sitli  you  desire  to  doe  me  seruice, 
and  to  preserue  my  life,  I  pray  you  to  deale  with  her,  that  she 
with  compassion  may  looke  vpon  me.  Crauiog  this  request 
at  your  hnndes,  not  without  extreme  shame,  considering  as  well 
your  honorahle  slate,  as  your  auncieni  meritcs  imptoied  vpon  me 
and  my  progeuitours :  but  according  to  your  modestie  and  ac- 
customed   goodnesse,    impute    the    faulle    vpon  amorous  loue, 
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which  in  such  wise  hath  alienated  my  libertie,  and  confounded 
my  heart,  that  now  ranging  out  of  the  boundes  of  honour  and 
reason,  I  feele  my  selfe  tormented  and  vexed  in  mynde.  Where- 
by I  am  prouoked  to  make  this  rcf]uest,  and  not  able  to  expel  the 
mortall  poyson  out  of  my  hart,  which  haih  diminished  my  force, 
intoxicated  my  sense,  and  hath  depriued  my  rainde  from  all 
good  counsell,  as  I  can  not  tetl  what  to  doc  but  to  sceke  to  you 
for  helpe,  hauing  no  kiude  of  rest  but  when  1  sec  her,  when  I 
speake  of  her,  or  thinke  vppon  her.  And  I  am  at  this  present 
reduced  into  so  pitiful  plight  as  being  not  able  to  wynne  her  by 
iutrcatics,  offers^  preseutes,  suies,  ambassages  and  letters,  my  onely 
and  last  refuge  and  assured  port  of  all  my  miseries,  resteth  in 
you,  either  by  death  to  ende  my  life,  ur  by  force  to  obtayne  my 
desire.'^  The  earlc  hearing  the  vnciuile  and  beastly  demaunde 
of  his  soucraigne  lorde,  blushing  for  shame,  and  throughly 
astonned,  filled  also  with  a  certaine  honest  and  vertuous  disdayne, 
was  not  able  to  dissolue  his  tongue  to  render  a  worthy  aunswere 
to  the  afflicted  prince.  Finally,  like  one  awaked  from  his  dead 
slccpc,  he  said  vnto  him  :  "  Sir,  my  wittcs  fayle,  my  vertue  re- 
uolteth,  my  tongue  is  mute,  at  the  wordes  that  pniceede  from 
you,  whereby  I  fete  my  selfe  brought  into  two  so  straunge  and 
perillous  pointes,  as  passing  either  by  one  or  other,  I  must  nedes 
fall  into  very  great  daunger-  But  to  resolue  vpon  that  which 
is  most  expedient,  hauing  gcuen  vnto  you  my  faithe  in  pledge,  to 
succour  and  helpe  you  eucn  to  the  abandoning  of  honor  and 
hfe,  I  will  not  be  contrarie  to  my  woordes.  And  touching  my 
daughter,  for  whom  you  xnake  request,  I  will  reueale  vnto  her 
the  effecte  of  your  demaunde  :  yet  of  one  thing  I  must  tell  you, 
sir,  power  I  haue  to  entreate  her,  but  none  at  all  to  force  her. 
Inough  it  is  that  she  vnderstand  of  me,  what  hart  and  oHection 
you  beare  vnto  her.  But  1  doe  maruell,  yea  and  complaine  of 
you,  pardon  me  (most  drad  soucraigne)  and  suffer  me  without 
offence  to  discharge  my  grief  before  your  presence,  rather  than 
to  your  shame  and  mine  eternal  infamie,  it  should  be  mani- 
fested and  published  abrode  by  other.  I  say,  that  1  maruell,  sir, 
what  occasion  moued  you  to  commit  such  reproch  in  my  slock 
and  bloud,  and  by  an  act  so  shamefuU  and  lasciuious,  to  dishonor 
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the  same :  whiche  ncuer  disdained  to  seme  both  you  and  ytiars, 
to  the  vttermost  of  their  powers.  Alas,  vnhappy  father  that  I  am, 
is  this  the  guerdon  and  recooipence  that  I  and  my  children  siiall 
expect  for  our  trusty  and  faithfull  seruice  ?  Oh  sir,  for  God's  sake, 
if  you  liste  not  to  be  liberall  of  your  owne,  seke  not  to  dishonour 
Ts,  and  to  inflict  vpon  our  race  such  notable  infamie.  But  who 
can  loke  for  worse  at  the  handes  of  his  mortall  and  crucll  enemief 
It  is  you,  euen  you  it  is  (most  noble  prince)  that  doth  ruuishc  my 
daughter's  honor,  dispoyle  me  of  my  conteniation,  ye  take  from 
my  children  bardinesse  to  shewe  their  faces,  and  from  all  our 
whole  house,  the  auncient  fame  and  glorie.  It  is  you  that  doth 
obscure  the  clcarcnessc  of  m^'  bloud,  with  an  attempt  su  dishonest 
and  detestable,  as  ilie  niemorie  thereof  shall  neucr  be  forgotten. 
It  is  you  that  doth  constraine  me  to  be  the  infamous  minister  of 
t]ie  totall  destruction  of  my  progenie,  and  to  be  a  shumclesse 
Pandarusofmy  daughter's  honor.  Doe  you  thinke  to  heipe  and 
succour  me,  when  others  shall  attempt  to  obiect  vnto  my  face  this 
slaunder  and  roproche?  but  tf  your  sclfe  doe  hurt  me,  where 
shall  I  hereafter  seke  reliefe  and  succour.  If  the  himde  which 
ought  to  helpe  me,  be  the  very  same  that  doth  geue  me  the 
wounde,  where  shall  the  hope  bee  of  my  recouerie  ?  For  this 
cause,  may  it  please  your  maiestie,  whether  iustlie  I  doe  make  my 
complaintc,  and  whether  you  geue  me  cause  to  aduaunce  my 
cries  vp  into  the  heauens,  your  selfe  shall  be  the  iudgc:  for, 
if  like  a  iudgc  in  deede  you  due  geue  ouer  your  disordinate  affec- 
tion, I  then  appeale  ro  the  iudgement  of  your  inuincible  minde, 
of  late  accomplished  with  all  curtesie  and  gcntlencssc.  On  the 
other  side,  I  doe  lament  your  fortune,  when  I  thinke  vpon  the 
reasons  which  you  haue  alleaged,  and  the  greater  cause  I  haue 
to  plaine,  because  I  haue  knowen  you  from  your  youth,  and 
haue  alwayes  deemed  you  at  libertic  and  free  from  such  pas- 
sions, not  thral  or  subiect  to  the  flames  of  loue,  but  rather 
geucn  to  exercise  of  armes.  And  nowe  seing  you  to  become 
a  prisoner  of  an  affection  vnworthy  your  estate,  I  can  not  tell 
what  to  thinke,  the  noueltie  of  this  sodain  cbaunce  semeth  to  be 
so  strdunge.  Remember  sir,  that  for  a  litle  suspicion  of  adul- 
lerie,  you  caused  Koger  Mortimer  to  be   put  to  death.      Aqd 
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(being  skarce  able  to  tell  it  without  teares)  you  caased  your 
owne  mother  miscrabtic  to  die  in  prj-son:  and  God  knowetb 
faowe  simple  your  accusations  were,  and  vpon  bowe  light  ground 
your  suspicion  was  conceived.  Do  not  you  knowe  howe  woud- 
derfully  you  be  molested  with  warres,  and  ibat  your  enemies 
trauell  day  and  night  to  circumueat  you,  both  by  sea  and  lande? 
U  it  nowe  tyme  then  to  geue  your  sclfe  to  delighte«,  and  ttti 
captiuate  your  myude  in  the  pleasures  of  ladies  i  Where  is  tbe 
anncient  generositie  and  nobilitie  of  your  bloud  f  Wher  is  mag- 
nanimitie  and  valour,  wherewith  youhaueastonned  yourennemies, 
shewed  your  self  amiable  to  your  i'rendes,  and  wonderfull  to  your 
•nbiectes?  Touching  the  last  point,  whehn  you  threaten^  that 
if  my  doughter  doc  not  agree  to  your  desire,  you  will  forcibly 
enioye  her,  1  can  neuer  confesse  that  to  be  the  fact  of  a  va- 
liauQt  and  true  king,  but  of  a  vile,  cowardly,  cniell  and  libidinous 
tyraunt.  I  trust  it  be  not  the  pleasure  of  God,  that  nowe  at  ihed 
age  you  be  of,  you  wil  begin  to  force  gentlewomen  iliat  be  your 
humble  snbiects,  which  if  you  do,  this  iland  Hhall  lose  the  name 
of  a  realme,  and  hereafter  sbalbe  deemed  none  other,  but  a  sane 
tuarie  of  theues  and  murderers.  If  then,  (to  conclude  this  tnf^ 
sorowefull  and  heauie  complaint)  you  may,  or  can  by  your  flatte- 
ries, promisses  and  presentes,  allure  my  doughter  to  your  vnbri- 
deled  appetites,  1  shall  haue  occasion  to  bewayle  her  disbonestie, 
and  to  deeme  her,  as  an  incontinent  daughter,  degenerated  from 
the  vertucs  of  her  progenitors.  But  touching  your  ownc  persone» 
I  haue  notliing  to  saye,  but  that  herein  you  doe  foUowe  the 
common  sort  of  men,  that  be  auterb  to  ladies,  willing  to  please 
their  fansics.  There  resteth  onely  nowe  for  me  to  aunswere  the 
fauour,  whiche  in  time  to  come  you  promise  to  me  and  my  chil- 
dren: I  couet  not  after  any  thing  reprochfuU  to  me  or  them,  or 
to  any  of  our  poster!  tie,  that  may  make  v»  ashamed,  knowing 
in  what  contempt  and  repuution  they  be,  which  being  borne 
of  base  parentage,  be  arriued  to  goods  and  honour,  by  gratifying 
and  obeying  princes  and  kinges  in  their  dishonest  Uisiea  and 
appetites.  Remember  sir,  that  within  these  fewe  dayes,  being  in 
campe  against  the  Scottes,  you  vpbrayded  a  certainc  man  (which 
thalbe  nametesse)  for  being  a  minister  of  your  father's  loue,  wlio 
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from  the  state  of  a  barber,  was  aduaunced  to  the  degree  of  an 
earle,  and  how  you  sayd,  that  if  in  time  to  come  he  amended 
not  his  manners,  you  would  sende  him  to  the  shop  againe. 
And  for  my  part,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  honest  pouertie  hath 
euer  bene  the  auncient  and  greatest  inheritaunce  amonges  the 
noble  Romaines,  which  if  it  be  condemned  by  the  ignoraunt 
multitude,  and  if  we  therefore  should  geue  place,  making  greater 
accompt  and  estimation  of  richesse  and  treasures,  then  of  vertue  : 
I  doe  say  for  mine  own  part,  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  am 
abundantly  prouidcd,  for  the  maintenance  of  me  and  mine,  not 
like  an  ambiciuua  man  or  couetous,  but  as  one  satisfied  witli 
the  good  wil  of  fortune.  I  do  most  humbly  then  besech  you 
(sir)  for  conclusion,  to  take  in  good  parte,  that  which  my  dntie 
and  honour  do  constraine  me  to  speake.  And  so  by  your  grace's 
leaue,  I  will  departe  towarde  my  daughter,  to  let  her  vnderstande 
from  point  to  point  your  maiestie's  pleasure.**  And  without 
tar^'ing  for  other  rcplie  of  the  kyng,  he  went  his  waye  discour- 
sing diuers  thinges  in  his  minde,  vpon  that  which  had  passed 
betwene  the  king  and  him.  The  reasons  which  the  earle  had 
made,  so  pearced  the  affections  of  the  passionate  prince,  as 
▼ncertaine  what  to  saye,  he  condemned  himsclfci  knowing  verie 
well,  that  the  earle  not  onely  vpon  right  and  iust  cause,  had  pro- 
nounced tliose  wordes :  but  also  that  lie  had  done  the  office  of  a 
faltlifull  seruauDt  and  trustie  couuseller,  in  suche  sort,  as  feling 
his  conscience  touched  at  the  quicke,  he  could  not  excuse  him- 
self from  committing  a  dishonest  charge  to  a  father  so  commend- 
able and  vertuous  in  the  bclialfe  of  his  daughter.  Thus  he 
determined  to  chaungc  his  opinion.  Afterwardes  when  ho  had 
throwen  forth  many  sighes,  iiee  spake  these  wordes  to  himselfe. 
"  O  miserable  man,  cut  of  this  amorous  practise,  howe  arte  thou 
defrauded  of  right  sense  to  cast  thy  mynd  vpon  her,  whom  thou 
oughtest  to  vse  with  such  reuerence  as  thou  wouldest  doe  thine 
own  proper  sister,  for  theseruice  which  thou  and  thy  progenitors 
baue  rcccined  of  the  good  earle  her  father?  Open  the  eyes  of 
thine  vuderstanding  and  knowe  thy  selfe,  geue  place  to  reason, 
and  reforme  thy  vnshamefull  and  disordinatc  appetites.  Resist 
with  al    thy  power  this  wanton  will  which  doth  enuiron  thee. 
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Suffer  not  this  lyraunl  iouc  to  bewitch  or  deceine  thee.*'    Sodainly.] 
after  be  bad  spoken  thu»e  wordes,  tbe  beautie  of  the  countesse 
representing  it  self  before  his  eyes,  made  him  to  alter  his  minde 
again,  and  to  reiect  that  which  he  before  allowed,  saying  thus: 
"  1  feele  in  minde  the  cause  of  mine  offence,  and  thereby  doe 
acknowledge  the  wrong,  but  what  shall  1  doe }  sithe  1  am  not 
able   any    longer   to    withstandc   beantie,   that   cruell   murderer^^ 
whiche  doth  force  and  maister  mee  80  much  ?     Let  fortune  then 
and  loue  doe  what  tliey   list,  the  faire  countesse  shalbe  myae, 
wbat«oeuer  come  of  it.     Ib  it  a  notable  vice  in  a  kinge  to  lone 
bis  subiecte's  daughter  i    Am  I  the  fixst  vpou  whonie  such  incon- 
uenience  hath  comef     This  talke  ended^  he  deluded  himself,  and 
thinking  vpon  the  contrary,  he  accused  himself  again,  and   then 
from  this  he  altered  again  to  the  other.     And  being  in  this  per- 
plexitie,  he  passed  daye  and  night,  with  such  anguish  and  dolor, 
as  euerj'  man  doubted  his  health :  and  floting  thus  bctwene  hope 
and  dispaire,  he  resolued  in  thcud  to  attend  tbe  father's  answere. 
The  earle  then  being  gone  out  of  the  king's  chambre,  aggrauaied 
with  Borowfull    thoughtcs,  full  of  rage  and   discontent,  thought 
good  to  delay  the  matter  till  the  next  da}',  before  lie  spake  to  his 
daughter:  and   then  calling  her  vnto  him,  and  causing  her  to 
sit  against  him,  he  reasoned  the  matter   in   such  wise.     "  1  am 
assured,  deare  daughter,  that  you  will   no  Icsse  marucll  than  be 
astonned,  to  beare  wliat  I  shal  say  vnto  you,  and  so  much 
more,  when  you  doe  see,  how  farre  my  tale  Khali   exceade 
order  of  reason.     But  for  so  much  as  of  twoo  euils  t)ic  least  if 
to  be  chosen,   I   doubt  not,  but   like  a  sage  and  wise  woman, 
which  1  haue  alwayes  knowen  you  to  be,  you  will  stay  vpon  that 
whiche   1   haue   determined.       Touching   my   self,   silh    it   hath 
pleased  God  to  geue  mc  knowledge  of  good  and  il,  hitherto  I 
liauu  still  preferred  honour  before  life,  bicuuse  (after  mine  opinioa) 
it  is  a  lesse  matter  to  die  innocently,  than  to  Hue  in  dishonour 
and  shame  of  the  world.     But  you  know  what  libcrtic  he  hath, 
which   in  vndcr   the   power  of  another,    being    sometime  coo- 
strayned  to  make  faire  weather  of  thinges  not  onely  clcane  coo- 
traric  to  his  mynde,  but  also  (which  is  worse)  figninst  his  owne 
conscience,  being  oftcntymes   forced   according   to   the  qualitie 
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of  the  tyme,  and  pleasure  of  the  state,  to  chauage  his  manen, 
and  to  put  on  ncwe  aflfections.  Whereof  I  hauc  thought  good  to 
put  you  in  rcuicmbrauuce,  because  it  touchcth  ihc  matter,  whiche 
I  purpose  to  tell  you.  Thus  rt  is  (deare  daughter)  that  yester- 
day after  dynner,  the  kyng  sent  fur  mee,  and  being  come  before 
him,  with  a  very  instant  and  pitiful  prayer,  he  required  ine  (his 
eyes  full  of  teares)  to  doe  a  thing  for  hym  that  touched  his  life. 
I  whiche  (besides  that  I  am  his  subiecte  and  semaunt)  haue 
aiwaycs  borne  a  particulcr  alTnction  to  his  father  and  him,  without 
deliberation  what  the  matter  should  be,  betrothed  to  him  my 
faith  to  obey  bis  request,  if  it  coste  me  the  price  of  mine  honour 
and  life.  He  assuring  himselfe  of  my  liberall  promise,  after 
many  wordes  ioyned  with  an  infinite  number  of  sighes,  discoucr- 
ing  vnto  me  the  secrete  of  his  harte,  told  me,  thai  the  torment 
which  he  indured,  prooeded  no  where  els  but  of  the  feruent  loue 
that  he  bare  vnto  you.  But,  O  immortall  God,  what  man  of  any 
discretion  would  haue  thought  ttiat  a  king  could  be  so  impudent 
and  vnshamefasi,  as  to  committe  to  a  father  a  charge  so  dishonest 
towardes  his  own  daughter  i"  The  earle  hauing  recited  in  order 
the  historic  past  betwene  hym  and  the  kyng,  sayde  thus  vnto  her: 
'*  Consider  you,  swete  daughter,  myne  vnaduised  and  simple 
promisse,  and  the  vnbrideled  mynde  of  an  amorous  kyng,  to 
whome  I  made  aunsuere,  that  intrcate  you  thereunto  1  was  able, 
but  force  you  I  coulde  not.  For  tliis  cause  (deare  daughter) 
I  doe  prayc  yon  at  this  instant  to  obeye  the  kyngc's  pleasure, 
and  thereby  to  make  a  present  by  your  father  of  your  honest 
chastttie,  so  dearely  estemed  and  regarded  by  you,  specially, 
that  the  thing  may  so  secrcdy  be  done  as  the  fault  he  not  brutcd 
in  the  eares  of  other.  Neuerthelesse,  the  choyse  resteth  in  you, 
and  the  key  of  your  honour  is  in  your  own  hands,  and  that  which 
I  haue  sayde  vnto  you,  is  but  to  kepe  promise  with  the  king." 
Thecountesse  all  the  while  that  her  father  thus  talked,  chaunged 
her  colour  with  a  comly  shame  fas  tnesse,  inflamed  with  a  vcrtuoni 
disdaine,  that  he  whiche  had  behold  her  then,  would  haue  tliought 
her  rather  some  celestial  goddesse  than  a  humaine  creature :  and 
after  long  silence,  with  an  humble  grauitie  she  began  thus  to  make 
her   aunswere:    "  Your  wordes    haue  so    confounded   me,  and 
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brought  me  into  sach  admiration  (my  lorde  and  right  honourable 
father)  that  if  all  the  panes  of  my  bodie  were  conuerted  into 
tongues,  they  could  not  bee  sufficient  worthely  to  exprease  the 
least  part  of  my  sorrowe  and  disquietnesse  :  and  tmely  very  iustly 
may  I  complayne  of  you,  for  tlie  litle  estimation  you  haue  of  me, 
which  am  dcriued  of  your  owne  fleshe :  and  for  the  ransome  of 
the  fraile  and  transitorie  life  whicli  you  haue  geuen  me  vpoo 
earthy  you  wyll  for  recompence  nowe  defraude  me  of  my ne  honour : 
whereby  I  doe  perceiue  that  not  onely  al  nature's  lawes  be  can- 
celled and  mortified  in  you,  but  which  is  worse,  you  doe  exceeds  • 
therin  the  cruelties  of  beastes,  who  for  all  their  bruiisheaesfe 
be  not  so  vnnatural  to  do  wrong  to  their  owne  yong,  or  to  offer 
their  firuite  to  the  mercie  of  an  other,  ba  you  haue  done  youn 
to  the  pleasure  of  a  kyng:  for  notwitbstandynge  the  straight 
charge  and  aucthoritie  wliichc  you  haue  ouer  mee,  to  commaunde 
me  being  your  right  humble  aod  very  obedient  daughter, 
yet  you  oughte  to  thinke  and  remember,  that  you  haue  neuer 
seene  in  mee  any  acte,  mocion,  signe,  or  woorde,  to  incite  you  to 
moue  sutche  dishonest  talk.  And  although  the  king  many  times, 
with  inSnite  number  of  prayers,  presentes,  messages  and  other 
such  allurementes  of  persuasion  hath  displayed  and  vttered  all  the 
art  of  his  mynde  to  seduce  and  corrupt  me,  yet  he  was  neuer  able 
to  receiue  other  aunswere  of  me,  but  that  honor  was  a  thousand 
times  derer  vnto  me  then  life,  which  still  I  meant  to  kepc  secret 
from  your  knowledge  euen  as  I  haue  done  from  other  of  mine 
aliaunce,  for  feare  least  you  should  be  induced  to  commit  some 
trespas,  or  conspire  against  our  king,  fbreseing  the  slraunge  ac- 
cidentes  whiche  haue  cbaunced  for  like  matters,  to  the  mine  of 
many  cities  and  prouinces.  But^good  God,  my  doubt  is  nothing 
to  purpose,  sitiie  that  your  selfe  is  the  shamelesse  post  of  an  act 
so  dishonest:  and  to  conclude  in  fewe  wordes,  daily  1  bad  good 
hope,  that  the  king  seing  me  at  a  point  still  to  conserue  my 
chastitie  inuiolable  he  would  giue  ouer  to  pursue  me  any  longer, 
and  would  haue  suffered  me  hereafter  to  Hue  in  quiet  with  mine 
equals,  but  if  so  be  he  doc  continue  obstinate  in  his  olde  folly,  1 
am  determined  rather  to  die,  than  to  doe  the  thing  that  shall  hurt 
me  and  pleasure  him  :  and  for  feare  that  he  take  iirom  me  by  force 
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dsat  vhich  of  mine  owne  accord  I  will  not  graunt,  folloiriog  your 
couDsell,  of  t^'oo  cailles   I  will  chose  the  least,  thinking  it  more 
honourable  to  destroy  and  kill  my  selfe  with  mine  own  handes, 
then  to  suffer  such  blot  or  shame  to  obscure  the  glorie  of  my 
name,  being  desirous  to  committe  nothing  in  secrete,  that  &ome- 
time   hereafter  being    published,  may    make  me  ashamed    and 
chaunge  colour.     And  wher  you  say  that  you  haue  sworne  and 
gaged  your  faith  to  the  king,  for  the  assuraunce  of  your  promise, 
it  was  very  ill  done,  before  you  did  consider,  what  power  fathers 
haue  ouer  their  children,  wbiche  is  so  well  defined  by  the  lawe  of 
God,  as  they  be  not  bound  to  their  parentes  in  tliat  which  ii 
against  hisdeuinecommaundementes:  muche  lesse  may  they  bynde 
ys  to  things  incestuous  and  dishonest,  which  specially  and  straight- 
ly  be  iuioyned  vs  not  to  perfourme,  if  we  therunto  be  required: 
and  it  had  bene  farre  more  decent,  and  excusable  before  God,  if 
when  you  made  that  foolysbe  promise  to  the  kyng  you  had  pro- 
mised him,  rather  to  strangle  mee  with  youre  owne  handes,  than 
to  consent  to  let  me  fall  into  a  faulte  so  abhominable:  and  to 
thend  1  may  tell  you  the  last  determination,  and  conclusion  of 
that  whiche  I  am  determined   by  good  aduise  and  immutable 
counsell :  thus  it  is.     You  shall  tell  the  king,  that  1  had  rather 
lose  my  life  after  the  moste  cniell  and  shamefuJl  maner  that  may 
be  deuiscd,  then  to  consent  to  a  thing  so  dishonest,  hauing  long 
time  fixed  this  saying  in  mind,  '  That  honest  death  doth  honor 
and  bemutifie  the  forepassed  life***    The  father  hearing  the  wise 
aunswere  of  his  daughter,  gaue  her  his  blessing,  in  his  hartpraysing 
her  godly  minde,  beseching  God  to  helpe  her  and  to  kepe  her 
vnder  his  protection,  and  to  confirme  her  in  that  holy  and  ver- 
tuous  determination.    Then  feling  him  greatly  comforted,  he  re- 
paired to  the  king,  to  whom  he  said :  "  Pleaseth  your  grace,  to 
tbintent  I  might  obserue  my  promise,  I  swearc  by  the  faith  that 
I  doe  owe  vnto  God  and  you,  that  I  haue  done  what  I  can  with 
my  daughter,  disclosing  vnto  her  your  whole  minde  and  pleasure, 
and  exhorting  her  to  satisfie  your  request,  but  for  a  resolute  aun- 
swere she  sailh,  that  rather  she  is  contented  to  suffer  most  cruell 
death  than  to  commit  a  thing  so  contrarie  to  her  honour.     You 
know  (sir)  what  I  sayd  vnto  you  still,  that  I  might  entreate  her. 
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but  force  her  I  could  not:  hauing  then  obeied  your  comtnaunde- 
ment,  and  accumplished  my  promise,  it  may  please  3'ou  to  geue 
mc  leaue  to  go  liome  to  one  of  my  casiels,  from  henceforth  to  re- 
cline my  Bclf  to  <iuietnesse,  und  to  case  my  decrepite  and  feeble 
age."     Whicli  the  king  willingly  grauntcd.    The  same  daye  hee 
departed  from  the  courie  with  his  &onoes  and  went  home  to  his 
counirie,  leauing  at  Ix)ndon  Itis  wife  and  daughter  and  the  reste 
of  his  housholde,  thinking  therby  to  discharge  himself  of  those 
thingos  with  out  the  kinge'a  displeasure.    The  king  on  the  other 
side  was  no  soner  aduertised  of  the  carle's  departure,  and  tliai  he 
had  left  his  daughter  behindc  him  ut  London,  hut  he  knew  tlie 
father's  minde  and  purpose,  and  fell  in  suche  dispaire  of  his  loue, 
as  he  was  like  to  haue  ruune  out  of  his  wittes  for  sorrovc.     The 
nightcs  and  dayes  were  all  one  to  iiim,  for  hee  could  take  no  rest, 
he  gaue  ouer  vse  of  armes  and  administration  of  iustice,  hiinimg 
and   hauking,   wberin   before  that   time    he  had   great  delight: 
and  alt  his  study  was  many  times  to  passe  and  repassc  before  the 
gale  of  the  countesse,  to  proue  if  he  might  aitaine  to  huue  some 
sight  of  her :  and  thinges  were  brought  to  so  pitifuU  state,  that 
within  fewc  dayes  the  citizens  and  other  gentlemen  began  to  per- 
ceiue  the  raging  loue  of  their  prince,  euery  of  them  with  common 
voice  blaming  the  cruel  tie  of  the  countesse  that  was  vnmaried,  who 
the  more  she  proucd  the  king  inflamed  with  her  loue,  ilie  more 
sciueymish  she  was  of  her  beaulie.    The  pcres  and  noble  men  seing 
their  king  reduced  to  such  extremitie,  moued  with  pitieaflri  com- 
passion, began  secretly  to  practise  for  him,  some  with  threatninges, 
some  witli  flatteries  and  persuasions  :  some  went  to  the  mother^ 
declaring  vnto  her  the  etemall   rest  and  quiet  prepared  for  her 
,  and  all  her  friendes,  if  she  would  persuade  her  daughter  to  cncline 
to  the  kinge*s  mind,  and  contmriwyse  the  daunger  iminent  ouer 
her  head.     But  all  these  deuises  were  in  vayne,  for  the  cauotene  < 
moued  no  more  then  a  hardc  rocke  beaten  with  diuerse  tempestes: 
and  at  lengthe  seing  that  euery  man  spake  diuersly,  as  their  afiec- 
tions  Icddc  them,  shee  was  so  troubled  and  peusife  in  barte,  as 
fearing  to  bee  taken,  and  thai  the  kyng  vanquished  with  his  strong 
passion,  by  succession  of  tyme  would  vse  his  force,  and  viuleotlye 
oppresse  her,  founde  meanes  to  get  a  great  sharpe  knife,  whiche 
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she  caried  about  her  secretly  vnder  her  gowne,  of  purpose,  that 
if  she  sawe  peril!  to  be  defloured,  shee  might  kill  her  selfe.  The 
courtiers  uffended  with  the  martyrdome  of  their  masier,  and  de- 
syrous  to  gratifie  and  seeke  meanes  to  dochym  pleasure^  conspyred 
a]]  agaynst  the  earle's  farailie,  lettyng  the  kynge  to  vnderstande 
that  it  were  most  expedient,  for  that  thinges  were  out  of  hope,  to 
cause  ^lips  to  be  brought  to  his  palace,  that  there  he  might  vse 
her  by  force.  Wherunto  the  king  (being  dronkc  in  bis  own  passion) 
did  willingly  agree:  notwithstanding,  before  hec  passed  any 
further,  for  that  bee  faithfully  Joued  the  countease,  he  determined 
to  aduertise  her  mother  of  that  whiche  lie  intended  to  doe,  and 
commaunded  his  secretarie  ta  go  sekc  her  with  diligence,  and 
without  concealing  any  thing  from  her  knowledge,  to  instnicte 
her  of  the  whole.  Tlie  secretarie  finding  the  mother  of  the  coun- 
tesse,  said  vnto  her:  "  Madame,  the  king  hath  willed  me  to  say 
vnto  you  that  he  hath  done  what  lie  can,  and  more  then  his  estate 
requireth,  to  win  the  grace  and  louc  of  your  daughter,  but  for  that 
she  hath  despised  his  long  sute,  disdained  his  prcitcnce,  and  abhor- 
red his  griefes  and  complaintes,  knowing  not  what  to  do  any  more, 
his  last  refuge  is  in  force,  doing  you  to  vnderstaude  hereof,  to  the 
intent  that  you  aud  shee  may  consider  what  is  to  be  done  in  this 
behalf:  for  he  hath  determined  whether  you  will  or  no,  to  fetch 
her  out  openly  by  force,  to  the  great  dishonour,  slauader  and  in- 
famic  of  ul  your  kinne.  Aud  where  in  time  past,  bee  hatli  loucd 
and  ttiuoured  the  carle  your  husband,  he  meaneth  shortly  to  make 
him  vnderstand  what  is  the  effect  of  the  iust  indignation  of  such 
a  prince  as  he  is."  The  good  lady  hearing  this  soduine  and  cruell 
message,  was  astonned  in  such  wise,  as  she  thought  how  she  sawe 
her  daughter  already  trained  by  the  hcares  of  her  head,  her  gar- 
mented haled  and  tome  in  pieces,  with  rufull  aud  lamentable 
Toyce  crying  out  to  him  for  mercy :  for  this  cause  with  blubbering 
teares,  trembling  for  fcare,  she  fell  down  at  the  sccretaric's  feete, 
and  straightlye  imbracing  his  knees,  sayde  vnio  hym  :  "  Maister 
secretarie,  my  dearc  louing  friend  :  beseche  the  king  in  my  name 
to  remember  the  payne  and  seruice  done  by  our  auncestours, 
Intreate  hym  not  to  dishonoure  my  house  in  the  absence  of  the 
earle  my  husbande:  and  if  you  be  not  able  by  your  perswasion 
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to  moUfie  his  hard  hart,  desire  him  for  a  while  to  take  pacience^ 
vntUl  I  haue  adoertiBcd  my  daughter  of  his  will  and  pleasure, 
whom  I  hope  to  perswade,  that  shee  shall  satisSe  the  kiage's  re> 
qaest."  When  she  had  made  this  aunswere,  the  secretary  declared 
the  same  to  the  kinge,  who  madde  with  anger  and  passioned  with 
loue,  was  content,  and  neuerthelesse  commaunded  his  gendemen 
to  be  in  readinesse  to  seeke  the  countcsse.  In  the  meane  time 
the  mother  of  faire  £lips  went  to  her  daughter's  chamber,  and 
after  she  had  commaunded  all  her  maids,  which  accompanied  her, 
to  withdraw  themselues  out  of  the  chamber,  shee  began  in  few 
woordes  to  recite  vnto  her  the  message  done  vnto  her  by  the 
secretary:  finally  with  sobbinge  sighes  she  said  vnto  her:  "The 
dayes  haue  been  (deare  daughter)  that  I  hane  seene  thee  to  keepe 
thy  state  amonges  the  chiefeste  of  all  the  ladies  of  this  realme: 
and  I  haue  counted  my  self  most  happie  that  euer  I  did  beare  the 
in  my  wombe,  and  haue  thoughte,  by  meanes  of  thy  beautie  and 
vertue,  one  day  to  see  thee  become  the  ioye  and  comfort  of  all 
thy  frendes:  but  now  my  cogltacions  be  turned  cleane  contrary^ 
through  thine  vnluckie  fate:  nowe  I  thincke  tliee  to  be  borne 
not  onely  for  the  vniuersall  ruine  of  all  oure  familie,  but  also 
(which  greeueth  me  most)  to  be  an  occasion  and  instrument  of 
my  death,  and  desolation  of  all  thy  frendes:  but  if  thou  wilt  some* 
what  moderate  thy  rygor  all  this  heauines  shortly  may  be  toumed 
to  ioy :  for  our  king  and  soueraign  lorde  is  not  onely  in  loue  with 
thee,  but  for  the  ardent  affection  and  amitie  that  he  beareih  thee, 
is  out  of  his  wittes,  and  now  doth  conspire  against  vs,  as  though 
we  were  traytors  and  murderers  of  our  prince :  in  whose  handes 
(as  thou  knowest)  doth  rest  the  life,  honor  and  goods  both  of  thy 
selfe  and  of  vs  all :  and  what  glory  and  triumphe  shall  be  reported 
of  thee  to  our  posterity,  when  they  shal  know  how  by  thy  obstinate 
crueltie,  thou  haste  procured  the  death  of  thine  old  father,  the 
death  of  thy  hooreheaded  mother,  and  the  destruction  of  thy 
valiaunt  and  coragious  brethren,  and  dispoyled  tlie  rest  of  thy 
bloud  of  their  possessions  and  abilitie?  But  what  sorrowe  and 
gricfe  will  it  be,  to  see  them  wander  in  tlie  world  like  vagabounds 
banished  from  their  liuings,  and  remainc  Id  contiouall  poucrtie, 
without  place  and  refuge  of  their  miserie  ?  who  in  steede  of  bless- 
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ing  or  praysiugc  the  houre  of  thy  birth,  will  cursse  the  in  tbeir 
minds  a  thousand  time«,  as  (he  cause  of  all  their  oucrthrow  and  ill 
fortune.     Thiake  ;indcoDsider  vpon  the  same  (deare  daughter)  for 
in  thee  alone  resteth  the  conseruacion  of  oux  iiues,  and  hope  of  all 
our  frendes."     This  lamentable  discourse  ended,  tlie  afflicted  coun- 
tesse  not  able  anyc  longer  tu  rcsiste  tliat  pangue,  began  to  waxe 
so  faint  as  wyth  berarmes  a  crosse  she  fell  downe  halfe  deade  vpon 
berdoughter:  who  seingc  her  witliout  inouinge  and  without  any 
apparaunce  of  life,  and  all  the  partem  of  her  hodye  to  waxe  cold, 
shee  quicklye  layde  her  downe,  and  then  with  heipe  and  other 
thinges  apt  for  sowninges,  shee  made  her  come  to  herselfe  againe, 
and  thinking  wholy  to  recouer  her,  she  earueatly  promised  to  do 
what  she  would  haue  her,  saying  vnto  her:   "  Do  awaye  your 
teares  (madame)  moderate  your  tormentes,  rcuoke  your   former 
ioye,  and  be  of  good  checre,  for  I  am  disposed  to  obey  you.     God 
defende  thai  I  should  be  the  cause  of  the  paine  which  I  see  you  to 
suffer:  nowe  am   1  ready  to  goe  with  you   to  the  kinge,  where  if 
it  shall  please  you,  wee  two  withoute  other  company  will   do  our 
owne  errande  and  attempt  the  beginning  of  our  enterprise."     The 
mother  full  of  ioye,  lifting  vp  her  hands  to  the  heauens,  tenderly 
embrticed  her  daughter,  and  mauye  times  did  kissc  her,  and  after 
shee  had  commaunded  her  coclie  to  be  made  readye,  shee  wente 
forth  with  her  doughter,  accompanied  onelye  with  two  gentlewomen 
to  the  kinge's  palace.     Being  come  tltither,  they  sente  worde  to 
the  secretary,  that  brought  her  the  message,  who  conducted  them 
to  tl\e  kinge's  chamber,  and  presenting  them  before  him,  sayde: 
**  Syr,  beiiolde  the  companye  which  you  haue  so  long  time  desired : 
who  are  come  to  do  your  grace  humble  reuerence."    The  king 
greatly  asionied,  went  forth  to  meete  them,  and  with  ioyfut  coun- 
tinaance   aaide :    "  Welcome,  lady    countesse,   and    your    long 
desired  company.     But  what  good  fortune  hath  broughte  you 
hither  nowe  f"   The  countesse  hauing  made  her  obeysance,  yet  all 
frighted  with  feare,   aunswered  him  :   **  Beholde  here  my  lorde 
your  iayre  JElips  so  long  time  wished  for,  who  taking  repentaunce 
for  her  former  cruehy  and  rigor,  is  come  to  render  herselfe  at  your 
conimaundement."     Then  the  king  beholding  tlie  yong  countesse 
tremblinge  for  feare,  like  a  Icafe  shaken  with  the  winde  (with  her 
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eyes  fixed  on  the  grounde)  approchiug  neer  her,  toke  her  by  the 
hande,  and  kissing  her,  Kiyd :    "   Welcome,  my  life  and  soule." 
But  she  no  more  moucd   than  a  fierce  lion  enuironcd  with  cmeU 
beastes,  stoodc  still  and  helde  her  peace,  her  harte  so  coDstrayned 
for  sorrow  and  despite,  as  she  was  not  able  to  aunsweare  a  word. 
^rhe  kinge  who  tlioughte  that  ituch  passion  proceeded  of  shame, 
commaunded  the  gentlewomen,  that  were  in  her  company,  to 
depurte  the  chamber,  sauing  the  mother  which  broughte  her  to  the 
entric  of  his  chamber,  who  withdrawing  herselfe  backe,  left  her 
to  the  mercy  of  loue  and  the  kinge.     So  soae  as  the  king  was 
entred  the  chamber  he  shutte  the  doore  after  him.     Which  ^lips 
pcrceyuingc,  beganne  to  fcele  a  furious  combate  belweene  ber 
honour  and  life,  fearing  to  be  devoured,  and  seing  her  abandoned 
ofalhumaine  succour,  falling  downe  prostrate  at  his  fcete,  she 
sayd     vnto    him :   "   Gracious  and  redoubted   prince,    sithe  my 
heauy  fortune  hatli  broughte  mee  hither,  like  an  innocente  lambe 
to  the  sacrifice,  and  that  my  parents  amazed  through  your  fiirie, 
are  become  rauishers  of  mee  against  my  will,  and  contrary  to  the 
duety  of  their  honor,   haue  deliuered  mc  into  your  handes,  1 
humbly  beseech  your  maieslie,  if  there  remaine  in  your  noble 
personage  any  sparke  of  vcrtue  and  princely  affection,  before  you 
passe  any  further  to  satisBe  your  desire,  to  let  me  proue  and  vn- 
derslande  by  effecle,  if  your  loue  be  such,  as  ofteniirocs  by  letters 
and  mouth  you  haue  declared  vnto  me.     Tlie  requeste  which  I 
trill  make  vnto  you  shall  be  but  easie,  and  yet  shall  satisfie  mee  | 
more  than  all  the  contentacion  of  the  world.     Otherwise  (sir)  doe 
not  Oiincke  that  so  longe  as  my  life  doth  continue,  I  am  able  to 
do  that  which  can  contente  your  desire.     And   if  my  &ute  shall  < 
seeme  reasonable,  and  grounded  vppon  equitie,  before  I  doe  open 
and    declare    the  same  more  at  large,  assure  the   pcrformaance 
thereof  vnto  me  by  oth."  Tbe  king  hearing  her  prayer  to  be  so  rea- 
sonable, wherunto  rather  then  to  refuse  it,  he  swore  by  bis  scepter, 
taking  God  to  witnesse  and  all  the  heauenly  powers  for  confirma- 
cion  of  that  which  he  pretended   to  promise:  saide   vnto   her: 
**  Madame,  the  onely  maistresse  and  kcper  of  my  louing  harte, 
sith  of  your  grace  and  curtesie  you  haue  vouchsafed  to  come  vuto 
my  palace,  to  make  request  of  my  onely  fauoure  and  good  will. 
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vhich  now  I  irreuocably  do  consent  and  graunt^  swearing  vnto 
you  by  that  honourable  sacratuentc  of  baptisme,  wliereb}*  I  waa 
incorporated  to  tlie  Church  of  God,  and  ior  the  loue  tliat  1  bearc 
you  (for  greater  assuraunce  I  cannot  giue)  I  wilt  not  refuse  any 
thing,  that  is  in  my  power  and  abilitie,  to  the  intent  you  may  not 
be  in  doubt  whether  I  do  loue  you,  and  intend  hereafter  to  imploy 
my  seife  to  serue  and  pleasure  you :  forothcrwyse  I  should  faUitye 
my  faith,  and  more  ferucntly  1  cannot  bind  my  selfe  if  I  shoulde 
sweare  by  all   the  othcs  of  the  worlde."     The   fayre  conniesse 
sitting  still  vpon  her  knees,  although  the  king  many  times  prayed 
her  to  rise  vp,  reuerently  toke   the  king   by   the  hand,  saying: 
"  And  1  do  kissc  this  royal  hand  for  loyall   testimonie  of  the 
fauour  which  your  grace  doth  shew  me."    Tlien  plucking  out  a 
sliarpe  knife,  which  was  hidden  vnder  her  kirtle,  all  bathed  and 
washed  in  teares,  reclining  her  pitifull  eyes  towards  the  king,  that 
was  appalled  with  that  sight,  she  said  vnto  him  :   "  Sir,  the  gift 
that  I  require,  and  wherfore  your  faith  is  bound,  is  diis.     I  most 
humblie  desire  you,    that    ratiicr  Uien  to  dispoile  me   of  mine 
honour,  with  the  sword  girded  by  your  side,  you  do  vouchsafe  to 
endc  my  life,  or  to  suffer  uic  presently,  with  this  sharpe  pointed 
knife  in   my  hand  to  thrust  it  to  my  hart,  that  mine   innocent 
blond,  doing   the  funerall  honour,  may  beare  witnesse  before  God 
of  my  vndefiled  chastity,  as  being  vtterly  resolued  honourablie  to 
die.     And  that  rather  then  to  lose  mine  honoure,  I  maye  murther 
my  seUe  before  you  wytli  this  blade  and  knife  in  present  hand." 
The   king  burning  with    amorous   heate,  beholding  diis   pitifull 
spectacle,  and  consideringe  liio  iuuincible  constancie  and  chastilie 
of  the  couniesse,  vanquished  by  remorse  of  conscience,  ioyned 
with  like  pitie,  taking  iier  by  the  hand,  said  :  "  Rise  vp  lady,  and 
liue  from  henceforth  assured :  for  I  will  not  ne  yet  pretende  all 
the  dayes  of  my  life,  to  commit  any  thing  in  you  against  your 
will."     And    plucking    die  knife  out  of   her   hand,  exclamed : 
"  This  knife  hereafter  shall  bee  the  pursiuant  before  God  and  men 
of  this  thine   inexpugnable  chastitie,  the  force  whereuf  wanton 
loue  was  not  able  to  endure,  ratlier  yeJding  place  to  vertue,  which 
being  not   alienated    from    me,  haiii    made    me  at    one  instant 
victorious  ouer  my  selfe,  which  by  and  by  1  will  make  you  to  vn- 
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derstande  to  your  greate  contentacion  and  greater  manicl.  For  assu- 
raunce  wherof  I  desire  none  oilier  tbingof  you,  buia  chaste  kisse." 
Which  receyued,  hee  opened  the  doore  and  caused  the  countesse 
to  come  in  with  the  secreiarie  and  the  geotiewomen,  and  the  same 
time  hee  called  also  the  courtiers  and  piers  of  the  realme,  which 
were  then  in  the  base  court  of  the  palace,  among  whom  was  the 
archbishop  of  Yorke,  a  man  of  great  reputacion  and  singuler 
learning,  to  whom  with  the  knife  in  his  hand  he  recited  particulerly 
the  discourse  of  his  loue:  and  after  he  toke  the  countesse  by  Ihe 
hande^  and  sayd  vnto  her:  "  Madame,  the  boure  is  come  that  for 
recompence  of  your  honest  chascityeaud  vertue,  1  wil  and  consent 
to  lake  you  to  wife,  if  you  thiucke  good."  The  countesse  hcaringe 
those  wordes  began  to  recoloure  her  bleake  and  pale  face  witli  a 
vermilion  teinte  and  roseal  rudde,  and  accomplished  with  in- 
credible delight  and  ioye,  faiUng  downe  at  his  feete^said  vnto  him. 
"  My  lord,  for  asmuch  as  I  neuer  loked  to  be  uduaunced  to  so 
honourable  state  as  fortune  nowe  doth  offer,  for  merite  of  a  benefit 
so  liigh  and  great  which  you  present  vnto  me,  vouchsauing  to 
abuse  your  selfe  to  the  espousal  of  so  poore  a  lady,  your  maiesiies 
pleasure  being  such,  behold  me  ready  at  your  commaundement." 
The  king  taking  her  vp  from  kneeling  on  the  ground,  commaund- 
ed  the  bishop  to  pronounce  with  bighe  voice  the  vsual  words  of 
matximonie.  Then  drawing  a  riche  diamond  from  his  finger,  hee 
gaue  it  to  the  countesse,  and  kissing  her,  saide:  "  Madame,  you 
be  queene  of  England,  and  presently  I  doc  giue  you  iliirty  ihou- 
saiide  augells  by  the  yeare  for  your  rcucnew.  And  the  duchie  of 
Lancaster  being  by  confiscation  fallen  into  my  hands,  I  giue  also 
vnto  j'ou,  to  bestowe  vppon  your  selfe  and  your  frends."  A! 
which  inrollcd  according  to  the  maner  of  the  couuirie,  the  king 
(accomplishing  the  mariage)  rewarded  the  countesse  for  the 
rigorous  intercstes  of  his  so  luug  loue,  w  ith  suchc  hap  and  content 
as  they  may  iudge  which  haue  made  assay  of  like  pleasure,  and 
recoucrcd  the  Iruitc  of  so  long  pursutc.  And  the  more  magnifi- 
ceutlye  to  solemnize  the  mariage,  the  kinge  assembled  all  the 
nobilitie  of  Englandc,  and  somoned  them  to  be  at  London  the 
first  day  of  July  then  folowinge,  to  bcautific  and  assist  the  nup- 
cialles  and  coronation  of  the  queene.     Then  lie  sente  for  iJie 
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fether  and  brethren  of  the  queene,  whom  he  embraced  one  after  an 
other,  honouring  the  earle  as  his  father,  and  his  sonnes  as  his 
brethren,  whereof  the  earle  wonderfully  reioysed,  seinge  the  con- 
ceyned  hope  of  his  daughter's  honour  sorted  to  so  happie  effecte, 
as  well  to  the  perpetual  feme  of  him  and  his,  as  to  the  euerlasting 
adoauncement  of  his  house.    At  the  appointed  day  the  queene 
was  broughte  from  her    father's  house  apparelled    with    royal] 
vestures,  euen  to  the  palace,  and  conducted  with  an  infinite 
nomber  of  lords  and  ladies  to  the  church,  where  when 
seruice  was  done,  tlie  kinge  was  maried  (againe) 
openly,  and  the  same  celebrated,  shee  was  con- 
ueyed  vp  into  a  publike  place,  and  pro- 
clamed  queene  of  England,  to  the  ex- 
ceedinge  gratulacion  and  ioye  in- 
credible of  all  the 
subiectes. 


850  AK   ADUERTXSBWBIIT  TO  THB   REAOItV. 

AN  ADUERTISEMENT 
To  THE  Reader. 

Aftee  these  tragicallNouelles  atid  dolorous  Histories  of  Bandella, 

I  haoe  thoaghte  good  for  thy  recreacion,  lo  retreab  ilty  luind  with 

some  pleasaant  deuises   and  disportes :    least    thy   spirites  and 

sences  should  he  apaUed  aad  astonned  with  the  soodrie  kindes  of 

cruelties  rememhred  in  the  vlj.  of  the  former  nouelles,     Which 

he  so  straungeand  terrible  as  they  be  abb  to  aflrigbt  the  siout^t. 

And  yet  coDBidering  that  they  be  very  good  lessons  for  auoyding 

like  incoDueniences,  and  apt  examplea  for  coutiauacion  of  good 

and  honest  life,  they  are  the  better  to  be  borne  with,  aud  may 

with  lesse  astonnishment  be  read  and  marked.    They  that 

follow,  be  mitigated  and  sweetened  with  pleasure,  not 

altogether  so  sower  as  the  former  be.     Prayinge 

thee  moste  hartely,  pocientty   to  beare  with 

those  that  shall  occure,  either  io  these  that 

folow,  or  in  the  other  that  are 

post  before. 
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THE  FORTY-SEUENTH  NOUELL. 

A  gentleman  called  GalganOf  long  time  made  sute  to  Madonna  3ft- 
noccia :  her  husband  sir  iiitricca  (not  knowing  the  same)  diuers 
times  praised  and  commended  GalganOf  by  reason  whereof  j  in  the 
absence  of  her  husband,  she  sent  for  him,  and  yelded  herself  e  r«- 
to  himf  telUnge  him  what  K'ordes  her  husbande  had  spoken  of  him, 
and  for  recompence  he  refused  to  dishonest  her* 

In  the  citie  of  Siena  in  Ttalie  there  was  a  rich  yong  gentleman 
called  Galgano,  borne  of  noble  birtb,  actiue,  and  wel  trained  in  aJ 
Icinde  of  exercise,  valiaunt,  braue,  stonte  and  curteous,  in  the 
maners  and  orders  of  all  countries  vcrj'e  skitfiill.  This  Galgano 
luucd  a  gentlewoman  of  Siena  named  Madonna  Minoccia,  the 
wyfe  of  sir  Stricca  a  comely  knight,  and  wore  in  his  apparell  the 
colour  and  deuises  of  his*  lady,  bearing  the  same  vppon  his  helmet 
and  armour,  in  all  iustes,  toumeyes  and  triumphes,  obseruing 
noble  feastes  and  banquettes  for  her  sake.  But  for  all  those  costly, 
sumptuous  and  noble  practises,  this  lady  Minoccia  in  no  wyse 
would  giue  eare  vnto  his  sutes.  Wherfore  Galgano  at  his  witteg 
ende,  was  voyde  of  aduise  what  to  do  or  saye,  seing  the  great 
crueltie  and  rigor  raigning  in  her  breste,  vnto  whom  hec  daylie 
prayed  for  better  successe  and  fortune  than  to  himselfe.  There 
was  no  feast,  banquet,  triumph,  or  maiiagc,  but  Galgano  was 
there,  to  do  her  humble  scruice,  and  that  daye  his  minde  was  not 
pleased  and  contented,  wlierein  he  had  not  seene  her  that  had  his 
louing  harte  in  full  possession.  Very  many  times  (Uke  a  prince 
that  coueted  peace)  he  sente  ambassadours  vnto  her,  wyth  presentes 
and  messages,  but  she  (a  proude  and  scornefuU  princesse)  dayned 
neither  to  heare  them  or  receiue  them.  And  in  this  state  stode 
this  passionate  loner  a  longe  time,  tormented  with  the  exceeding 
bote  loue  and  fealtie  that  he  bare  her.  And  many  times  making  his 
reuerent  complaints  to  loue,  did  say :  "  Ah  loue,  my  deare  and  soue- 
raigne  lorde,  how  cruell  and  hard  hartcd  art  thou,  how  vnmcrcifuUy 
dealest  thou  with  me,  rather  how  deafe  be  thine  eares,  that  canst  not 
recline  the  same  to  my  nightly  complaintcs,  and  dailye  afflictions : 
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How  chauDceth  it  tliat  I  do  in  this  maner  consume  my  iajfbll  daye« 
with  pining  piaintes  ?  Why  doesi  thou  suffer  me  to  loue,  and  not 
to  be  beloued  V  And  thus  oftentimes  rcmembringe  the  crueltit:  of 
loue,  and  his  ladies  tyrrany,  hee  began  to  dye  in  mauer  like  a  wight 
replete  with  despaire.  But  in  line,  be  determined  pacieutly  to  abide 
the  good  lime  and  pleasure  of  loue,  still  hoping  to  finde  mercic: 
and  daily  gaue  hinisetfe  to  practise  and  frequent  those  thinges  that 
might  be  acceptable  and  pleasant  tu  his  lady,  but  shcc  still  per- 
sisted inexorable.  Itchaunced  that  sir  Stricea  and  his  fayrv  wyfe, 
for  their  solace  and  recreation,  repaired  to  one  of  their  houses 
hard  by  Siena:  and  upon  a  time,  Galgano  passing  by  with 
a  sparhauke  on  his  lisle,  made  as  though  he  went  ou  bank- 
ing, but  of  purpose  onely  to  see  his  lady.  And  as  he  was  going 
by  the  house,  sir  Stricea  espied  him,  and  went  forth  to  meete  him, 
and  familiarly  taking  him  by  the  hand,  prayed  him  to  take  parte 
of  his  supper  with  his  wyfe  and  him :  for  which  curtesie  Galgano 
gaue  him  thanckea,  and  said  :  "  Sir,  I  do  thancke  you  for  your 
curteous  requeste,  but  for  this  time  I  pray  you  to  hold  me  excused, 
because  I  am  going  about  certaine  aftavTes  very  requisite  and  ne- 
cessary to  be  done."  Thcnsayde  sir  Stricea  :  "  At  least  wiscdrincke 
with  mee  before  you  depart."  But  giuing  him  thankes  he  bad  him 
farewell.  Maister  Stricea  seing  that  hee  could  not  cause  bim  to  tary, 
toke  his  leaue,  and  retoumed  into  his  house.  Galgano  gone 
firom  maister  Stricea,  sayd  to  himselfe:  "  Ah,  beast  tiiat  1  am, 
why  did  not  I  accept  his  offer  i  Why  should  shame  fas  mess 
let  me  from  the  sight  of  her,  whom  I  loue  better  than  all 
the  world  besides."  A  nd  as  he  was  thus  pensi  fe  in  com- 
plaiotcs  his  spaniells  sprong  a  partrich,  wherat  he  let  Hee  his 
hauke,  and  the  partrich  flying  into  sir  Siricca  his  garden,  bis 
hauke  pursued  and  seussed  vppon  the  same.  Maister  Stricea  and 
his  ladye  hearinge  that  pastime,  ranne  to  the  garden  window,  to  see 
the  killing  of  the  partrich :  and  beholding  the  vaJiante  skirmi&he 
Detweene  the  foule  and  the  hauke,  llie  lady  asked  whose  hauke  it 
was :  her  husband  made  aunswere  that  he  knew  well  inoughe  the 
owner,  by  the  goodnesse  and  hardincs  of  the  same.  **  Far  the 
owner  of  this  hauke  (quoth  hee)  is  the  trimmest  and  most  valiaunt 
gentleman  in  all  Siena,  and  one  indued  with  beate  qualities.    The 
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lady  demaanded  ^hat  he  was  ?  "  Maister  Galgano  (said  her  hus- 
band,) who  euen  now  passed  by  the  gate,  and  I  prayed  him  very 
earnestly  to  supper,  but  hee  woulde  not  be  intreated.  And  truly 
wyfe,he  is  the  comliest  gentleman,  and  moste  vertuoua  personage, 
that  eucr  I  kuewe  in  my  life."  With  those  wordes  they  wenle  from 
the  windowc  to  supper ;  and  Galgano,  when  he  had  lured  his  haukc, 
departed  awaye.  The  lady  marked  those  words  and  Hxed  them  in 
minde.  It  fortuned  within  a  while  after,  that  sir  Stricca  was  by 
the  state  of  Siena  sent  in  ambassage  to  Perugia,  by  reason  wher- 
of,  his  lady  at  home  alone,  so  sone  as  her  husband  had  taken  his 
iourney,  sent  her  most  secrete  and  trustiemaide,  to  inireai  maister 
Galgano,  to  come  and  speake  with  her.  When  the  message  waa 
done  to  Galgano,  (if  bis  heart  were  on  a  merie  pinne,  or  whether 
his  spirits  dulled  with  continuall  sorrowe  were  againe  reuiued,  they 
knowe  that  most  haue  fehe  the  painefull  pangues  of  loue,  and 
they  also  whose  flesh  haue  bceue  pearced  with  tlxe  amorous  arrowea 
of  the  little  boy  Cupide:)  hee  made  aunswere  that  hee  would  wil- 
lingly come,  rendringe  thanckcs  both  to  the  maistrejse  and  maide, 
the  one  for  her  paine,  and  the  other  for  her  good  remembraunce. 
Galgano  vndcrstanding  that  sir  Stricca  was  gone  to  Perugia,  in 
the  eueninge  at  conuenient  time,  repaired  to  the  house  of  her  whose 
sight  he  loued  better  than  his  owne  eyes.  And  being  come  be- 
fore his  lady,  with  great  submission  and  reuerence  hee  saluted  her, 
(like  those  whose  hartcs  do  throbe,  as  foretellinge  the  possession 
of  good  tournes  andbenefites,  after  which  wyth  longe  Bute  and  ira- 
uaile  they  haue  aspired)  wherewith  the  lady  delighted,  very  plea- 
santly took  him  by  the  hande,  and  imbracing  him,  said:  *'  Wei- 
com  mine  owne  sweet  Galgano,  a  hundred  times  1  say  wel- 
come." And  for  the  time  with  kisses,  makinge  truce  with  their 
affections,  the  lady  called  for  confictesand  wyne.  And  when  they 
had  dronke  and  refreshed  themselues,  the  lady  toke  him  by  the 
hande  and  said  :  "  My  sweete  Galgano,  night  bcginneth  to  passe 
awaye,  and  the  time  of  sleepc  is  come,  therefore  let  vs  yeld  our 
selues  to  the  seruice  and  commaundemeni  of  our  very  good  ladye, 
madame  Cythcrca,  for  whose  sake  I  intreated  you  to  come  hither." 
Galgano  aunswered,  that  he  was  very  wel  contented.  Being 
within  the  chamber,  after  mucli  pleasaunte  talke  and  louing  di»- 
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course  betweene  them,  the  lady  did  put  of  her  clothes,  and  went 
to  bed.     Goigaiio  being  somewhat  bashl'ull,  was  perceyued  of  tJie 
lady,  vnto  whom  she  said :  "  Me  thiocke,  Galgano,  that  you  be 
fearful  and  shamefust.    What  do  you  lackc  i  Do  I  not  please  you  ? 
Doth  not  my  personage  concent  you  f  Ilaue  you  not  tlie  thing 
which  you  desire?"     "  Yes  madame/'  said  Galgano:  "  God  him- 
self could  not  do  me  a  greater  pleasure,  than  to  suffer  me  to  be 
eleped  within  your  armes."     And   reasoning  in  this  sorie,  he  put 
of  his  clothes  also,  and  laide  himselfe  by  her,  whom  he  had  couet- 
ed  and  desired  of  long  time.  Being  in  tJie  bed,  he  said :  "  Madame, 
I  beseech  you  graunt  me  one  resquest."   "  What  is  that,  Galganor" 
(quoth  she.)   "  It  is  this  madame,"  said  Galgano:  "  I  do  much 
maruel],  why   this  night  aboue  till  otlier,  you  haue  sent  for  mee : 
considering  huw  long  1  haue  bin  a  suier  vuto  you,  and  aiUiuugh 
I  haue  prosecuted  my  sute,  by  great  expenceand  trauailc,  yet  you 
would  neuer  yelde  before  now :  what  bath  moued  you  now  thus  to 
do?"    The  lady  answered:  "  I  wil  tell  you  sir:  true  it  is,  that 
not  many  duyes  agoe,  passing  by  this  house,  with  your  hauke 
on  your  fiste,  my  husband  told  me  that  so  soi»e  as  he  sawc  you, 
he  went  oute  to  mectc  you,  of  purpose  to  iutreace  you  to  iiupper,  but 
you  would  not  tarrie  :  then  your  hauke  pursued  a  partrich,  cuea 
into  my  garden,  and  1  scing   the  hauke  so  egerly  seasing  vpoQ 
the  same,  demauudc'd  of  my  husband  whose  hauke  it  was*     He 
told  me  that  the  hauke  did  belong   to   the   most   excellent  yong 
man  of  all  Siena :  and  tliat  he  neuer  in  all  his  life  knewe  a  gentle- 
man better  accomplished  with  all  vertues  and  good  qualities,  and 
therewithal!  gaue  vnto  you  singuler  prayse  and  commendacioa. 
Wheruppou  hearing  him  in  such  wise  to  prayse  you,  and  knowing 
righte  wt^ll  your utTectionate minde and disjKisition  towards  mec,  my 
liart  attached  with  loue,  forced  me  to  sende  lor  you  that  1  migfate 
hereafter  auuyde  disdaine  and  other  scornefull  demeaiier,  to  irn- 
peache  or  hinder  your  luue:   and  this  briefely  is  the  cause."    "  Is 
this  truer"  said  Galgano.    "  Most  certaine  and  true/' aunsweared 
the   lady."     "Was   there  no  other  occassion?"     "  No,  vorely :" 
said  the  lady.   "  God  defend,"  (quoth  Galgano,)  "  that  I  should  re- 
compence  the  curtesieand  good  will  of  so  noble  a  gentleman  (m 
yoiu  husband  is)  with  reproch  and  villany.     Is  it  meete  that  good 
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turnes  sliouldbc  requited  with  vnkindnes  ?  If  cucr  man  hod  cause 
to  defende   the  lionor  uf  his  vaknowen  frende,  cause  haue  I  right 
good  and  apte.     For  now  knowinge  such  a  frende,  that  would  by 
Tertuous  reportes  haue  aduaunced  me  to  higher  matters,  than 
whcFof  1  am  in  possessioii,  should   I  reward   wilii   pollucion   of 
his  stocke  and  wife  i   No»  no,  lady  !  my  raginge  sute  by  loue,  is  by 
vertue  quenched.     Vertue  onely  hath  staunched  the  flames  of  vile 
affections.     Seeke  anotlier  frende,  to  glut  your  lecherous  minde. 
fiade  out  some  otlier  companion,  to  coole  thy  disordinate  looe. 
Shal   I  be  disloyal  to  him,    that   halli   been   foilhfuU  vnto  me  ^ 
Shall    I  be  traytor  to  liim,  that  frendly   hath   commended  me  ^ 
What  can  be  more  required  of  humane  hearte,  or  more  desired  of 
manlike  minde,  but  wilful!  bente,  and  fixed  to  do  him  good,  that 
aeuer  erst  by  iuste  desert  deserued  the  same."    With  which  wordes 
sodenly  hee  lept  out  of  the  bed,  and  when  he  had  furnished  him- 
sclfe  againc  with  his  apparell,  hee  also  put  vppon  him  vcrtuous 
firendship,  and  takinge  his  leaue  of  the  lady,  neucr  after  that  time 
he  gaue  himselfo  to  matters  of  lone.     And  maistcr  Stricca  he  conti- 
nually obserucd  both  with  singuler  loue  and  dutifull  frendship: 
wherby  it  is  vncertaine  whether  was  most  singuler  in  him,  bis 
continency  at  the  very  instanteby  refmyning  that  vehement  heate 
loue,  which  so  long  time  with  great  trauaile  and  coste 
he  bad  pursued,  or  his  regard  of  frendship  to  sir  Stricca 
vppon  wordes  of  commendacion  spoken  behinde  bis 
backe.     Both   no   doubte   be   singuler  vertuea 
meeie  for  all  men  to  be  obserued  :  but  the 
fubduing  of  his  affections  surmouxit- 
ed  and  passed. 
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THE  FORTY-EIGHTH  NOUELL 

Bindo  a  notable  architect,  and  his  sonne  Ricciardo,  with  all  his 
familie,  from  Florence  went  to  dwell  at  Venice,  where  being  mad€ 
citizens  for  diners  monuments  by  them  done  there,  throughe  i#i- 
ordinate  expences  were  forced  to  robbe  the  treasure  house.  Bin* 
do  heinge  shine  by  a  polticte  deuised  by  the  duke  and  state, 
Ricciardo  bif  fine  subtelties  deliuereth  himselfe  from  foure  dnun^ 
gers.  Afterwards  the  duke  (by  his  owne  confession)  vnderstand- 
inge  the  sleightesy  giueth  him  his  pardon,  and  his  doughter  in  mn- 
tiage. 

In  the  goodly  citie  of  Venice  there  was  once  a  duke,  that  was  a 
noble  gentleman  and  ofgreate  experience  and  wisedome,  called 
Valeriano  di  messer  Vannozzu  Accettani.  In  the  chiefest  churche 
of  which  citie  called  San  Marco,  there  was  a  steple,  very 
faire  and  sumptuous,  and  of  greatest  fame  of  any  thinge  at  that 
time  that  was  in  Venice,  which  steeple  was  like  to  fall  downe 
by  reason  of  certaine  faultes  and  decayes  in  the  foundacion. 
Wherfure  the  duke  caused  to  be  searched  thorow  out  all  Italie, 
some  cuniiiug  workemau  that  would  take  in  hand  the  reparacion 
and  umendmente  of  the  same:  with  promise  of  so  much  money 
as  he  would  demauiid  for  doing  thereof.  Whereuppon  an  ex* 
ccllent  architect  of  Florence,  named  Bindo^  hearing  tcl  of  this 
offer,  determined  to  go  to  Venice  for  the  accomplishmente  of 
that  worke,  and  for  that  purpose  with  his  onelye  sonne  and  wyfr, 
hee  departed  Florence.  And  when  he  had  scene  and  surueyed  the 
steeple,  he  went  straight  to  tlic  duke,  and  told  him  that  he  was 
come  thither  to  offer  his  seruice  for  repayringe  of  the  same,  whom 
the  duke  curleously  intertayned  and  prayed  him,  that  he  woidd 
so  sone  as  he  coulde  begin  that  worke.  Whereunto  Bindo  ac- 
corded, and  wyth  great  diligence  and  small  time  he  Bnished  the 
same,  in  better  forme  and  surctie  than  it  was  at  the  first :  which 
greatly  pleased  the  duke^  and  gaue  Bindo  so  mucli  money  as  be 
demaunded,  making  him  besides  a  citizen  of  Venice,  for  the  maio- 
teoauuce  of  whose  state,  bee  allotted  him  a  sufficient  stipend : 
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aAerwards  the  duke  called  him  vnto  him,  and  declared  that  he 

would  haue  a  treasure  liouse  made,  wherein  should  be  disposed 

and  layde  vp  all  the  treasure  and  common  omamentes  for  the 

furniture  of  the  whole  citie,  which  Bindo  by  and  by  toke  vppon 

him  to  do,  and  made  it  of  such  singuler  bcautie,  as  it  excelled 

all  the  monumeiites  of  the  citie,  wherein  all  the  said  treasure  was 

bestowed.     In  which  worke  hee  had  framed  a  stone  by  cunninge, 

tliat  mighte  be  remoued  at  pleasure,  and  no  man  perceiue  it : 

meaning  thereby  to  goe  into  the  chamber  when  he  liste :  wher^ 

unto  none  in  all  the  world  was  priuie  but  himselfe.     When  this 

palace  and  treasure  house  was  done,  he  caused  all  the  furnitures 

of  silkes,  hanginges  wrought   with   golde,  canapees,  clothes  of 

state,  riche  ehayrcs,  plate,  and   other  ornamentes  of  golde  and 

siiuer  to  be  caried  thitlicr,  whiche  he  called  La  Turpea  del  Doge, 

and  was  kept  vnder  fiue  keyes  :  whereof  foure  were  deliuered  to 

foure  of  the  chiefe  citizens,  deputed  to  that  office,  whicli  were 

called  chamberlaynes  of  the  treasure  house,  and  the  fift  kcye  the 

duke  himselfe  did  kecpe,  su  that  the  chamber  coulde  not  bee 

Dpened  excepte  they  were  all  fiue  presente.     Nowe  Bindo  and  his 

Eamclie  dwelling  at  Venice,  and  bcioge  a  citizen  there,  beganne 

to  spende  liberallye  and  to  Hue  a  riche  and  wcalthye  life,  and  hys 

lonne  Ricciardo  consumed  disordinatelye,  whereby  in  space  of 

ime,  they  wanted   garmentes  to   furnisbe  their  bodies,  whiche 

hey  were  not  able  to  maintaine  for  their  inordinate  cxpcnces: 

therefore   the  father  vppon  a  night  calling  his  sonne  vnto  him, 

;ot  a  ladder,  and  a  certaine  yron  inscrumente  made  for  the  purpose, 

ind  taking   also  with  him  a  litle  lime,  went  to   the  hole,  which 

iindo  artificially  had  made,  who  taking  out  the  stone,  crept 

Q,  and  toke  out  a  faire  cup   of  gold,   which   was  in  a  closet, 

nd  afterward    he    wente  out,   cowching    the  stone  againe  in 

ne  place.     And  when  they  were  come  home,  they    brake  the 

up  and  caused  it  to  be  solde  by  peece  meale,  in  certaine  cities 

f  Lombardie.    And  in  this  sorte,  they  maintayned  their  dis- 

rdinatelife  begonne.     Itchaunced  not  long  after,  that  a  cardinall 

rriued  at  Venice,  about  alTayres  with  the  duke,  and  the  state, 

bo  the  more  honorablie   to  receiue  him,  opened  the  treasure 
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house  to  take  oute  certaine  furnitures  withio,  as  plate,  clotbes 
of  state,  and  other  tliinges.  When  the  dorc  was  opened^  and'^ 
had  taken  out  the  saide  necessaries,  they  fouode  a  coppe  lesse 
than  oughteto  be,  wherewith  the  chainberlaines  contended  among* 
themselues,  and  wente  to  the  duke,  telling  him  that  there  wanted! 
a  cuppc :  whereat  the  dake  marueiled,  and  said  that  amongei  | 
them  it  must  needes  be  gone.  And  after  many  denialls,  imd  much 
talke,  be  willed  them  to  »aye  nothing,  till  the  cardinall  wa« 
dq>arted.  When  the  cardinall  was  come,  bee  was  receyued  with 
honorable  intcrieignemcntc,  and  beingc  departed,  the  duke  »ente  , 
for  the  foure  cluunberlaines,  to  consult  about  the  ios»e  of  the 
cup,  commaunding  them  not  to  departe  the  palace  before  the 
Bame  was  found,  saying  that  amongs  them  it  music  needes  be , 
stolen.  These  foure  persons  being  together,  and  debating  bow ' 
and  by  what  meanes  the  cup  should  be  taken  away,  were  at  thdi 
wittes  ende.  At  length  one  of  litem  saide :  "  Let  vs  consider 
whether  there  be  anye  comminge  into  the  chamber  besides  tlie 
doore."  And  viewinge  it  they  coulde  not  perceine  anye  entrte  at 
all.  And  to  proue  the  same  more  efi'ectuallye,  they  strawed 
the  chamber  aboute  with  fyne  sifted  chaiTe,  setting  the  same  on  fier, 
which  done,  they  sbutte  tast  the  windowes  and  doores,  that 
tlie  smoke  and  smoulder  might  not  goe  out.  Tlie  force  of  which 
^moke  w<is  sutche  as  it  issued  through  the  hole  that  Bindo  made, 
whereby  they  perceiued  ihewayehowe  the  robbery  was  committed, 
and  went  to  the  duke  to  tell  him  what  they  had  done.  The 
duke  vnderstanding  the  fact,  wylled  them  to  saye  nothing,  for 
that  he  woulde  deuisc  a  pollicie  howe  to  take  the  theefe :  who  caused 
to  be  brought  into  the  chamber  a  caldron  of  pitche,  and  placed 
it  directly  rndcr  tlie  hole,  commaunding  that  a  fyre  should  be 
kept  daye  and  night,  vnder  the  caldron,  that  the  same  might 
continually  boyle.  It  came  to  passe  that  when  the  money  was 
spent  which  tlie  father  and  sonne  had  receiued  for  the  cup, 
one  night  they  wxnt  agayne  to  the  hole,  and  remouing  the  stone, 
the  father  went  in  as  he  did  before,  and  fell  into  the  caldron  nf 
pitche  (which  continually  was  boyliug  there)  vp  to  tlie  waste,  aod 
not  able  to  liue  any  longer,  be  called  his  soaae  vnto  him,  and 
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By3e:  **  Ricciardo  myne  owne  sweeic  sonne^  death  hath  taken 

me  pr)'80ner,  for  halfe  my  body  is  dead,  ajid  my  breath  also  U 

zeady  to  departe.    Take  my   head   with  thee,  and  burie  it   in 

Borne  place  that  it  be  not  knowen,  which  done,  commend  mc  to 

tliy  mother,  whome  [  pray  thee  to  cherishe  and  comt'orte,  and 

in  any  wyac  take  hedc  that  warcly  and  circumspectlye  diou  doe 

departe  from  hence  :  and  if  any  man  do  aske  for  me,  say  that  I  am 

gone  to  Florence  about  certaine  businesse."     Ttie  sonne  lumenta^ 

biy   began  to  lament  his   father's  fortune,  saying :  "  Oh   deare 

father,  what  wicked  furiehath  thug  cruelly  deuised  sodaine  death." 

"  Content  thy  selfe,  my  sonne,"  sayd  the  faiiier,  "  and   be  quiet, 

better  it  is  that  one  should  dye,  than  twoo,  therefore  doe  what 

I   liaue  tolde  tliee,  and  fore  well."    The  suune  tooke  vp   his 

felher's   head,   and     went    his   waye,    the    resie   of    his   bodye 

rcmayncd  in   the  culdrun,  like  a   block   without   forme.     V\  hen 

Ricciardo  was  come  home,  lie  buried  his  fathers  head  so  well 

as  he  could,  and  afterwardcs  tolde  his  mother  what  was  betH>me 

of  his  fntlier,  who  vnderstanding  tlie  mauer  of  his  death,   began 

piteously  to  crie  out,  to  whom  her  sonne  holding  vp  his  himds,  sayd  : 

"  Good  mother  holdeyour  |>cace,  and  gene  ouer  your  weeping :  for 

OUT  life  is  in  great  perill  and  daunger,  if  your  outcrie  be  heard. 

Therefore  good  mother  quiet  yourselfe,  forbetto'it  were  for  vs  to 

iue  in  poore  estate,  than  to  die  witli  infamie,  to  the  vttcr  reproche 

md  shame  of  all  our  familie."     AVilh  whiche  woordcs  he  appeased 

ler.     in  the  morning  the  bodye  was  founde  and  caried    lo    the 

luke,  who  maruelled  at  it,  and  could  not  deuise  what  he  should 

)e,  but  sayd :  "  Surely  there  be  two  tliat  committed  this  robberic, 

me   of  them   we   haue,   let   vs   imagine   how   we  may  take  the 

tther."    Then   one   of  the   foure  cliamberlaines  sayd  ;    "  I  haue 

bund  out  a  trap  lo  catche  the  other,  if  it  will  please  you  to  heare 

[line  aduise,   which  is   this:    Impossible   it   is,   but   this   theefe 

hat  is  dead,  hath  either  wife,  children,  or  some  kinsman  in  the 

ttie,  and  therfore  let  vs  cause  the  bodie  to  be  drawen  through- 

Dt  thestreates,  and  geue  diligeui  hedc  whether  anye  pcrsoue  doe 

omptaine  or  lament   his   deftlh :  and  if  any  such  be   found,  let 

im  be  taken   and  examined  :  wliich  is  the  next  way  as  I  sup- 

osey  to  fiode  out  bis  companion."      Which  being  concluded^ 
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tliey  departed.  The  body  was  drawen  throughout  the  ci'tie 
with  a  guard  of  men  attending  vpon  the  same :  as  the  execu- 
tioners passed  by  the  house  of  Bindo^  whose  carcasse  layevppon 
the  hurdle,  his  wj-fe  stode  at  the  wyndowe,  and  scing  the  body 
of  her  husbande  so  vsed,  made  a  great  ouicrie.  At  whiche  noyse 
the  soune  spake  to  his  mother  and  sayde:  "  Alas,  mother,  what 
do  you?"  And  beholding  his  father's  corps  vpon  the  hurdle,  he 
toke  a  knife  and  made  a  great  gashe  into  his  handc,  ihat  the 
bloud  aboundantly  issued  out.  Ttie  guarde  bearing  the  oojse 
that  the  woman  made,  ran  into  the  house,  and  asked  her  what 
she  lacked.  The  sonne  aunswered  :  **  I  was  caruing  a  peece 
of  stone  with  this  knife,  and  by  chaunce  I  hurt  my  haade,  which 
my  mother  seeyng  cryed  out,  thynking  that  1  had  hurt  myselfe 
more  than  I  haue."  The  guarde  scing  his  handc  all  bloudy  and 
cut,  did  beleue  it  to  be  true,  and  from  tlience  went  round  about  the 
liberties  of  the  citie,  finding  none  that  seemed  to  lament  or  bewayle 
that  chaunce.  And  returning  to  the  duke,  they  tolde  him  howe 
all  that  labour  was  imployed  in  vayne,  whereupon  he  appointed 
them  to  hang  vp  the  dead  hotly  in  the  market-jdace,  with 
secret  watche  in  like  maner,  to  espie  if  any  person  by  day  or  night, 
would  come  to  complaine  or  be  sorrowefuU  for  him.  Whidl 
body  was  by  tlie'feete  hanged  vp  there,  and  a  contiouall  watche  i 
appointed  to  kepe  the  same.  I'lie  rumor  hereof  was  bruted 
throughout  the  citie,  and  enery  man  resorted  thither  to  see  it* 
The  woman  hearing  tell  that  her  husbandes  carcasse  should  be 
hanged  vp  in  the  market-place,  saide  diucrse  times  to  her  soooe^ 
that  it  was  a  very  great  shame  for  him  to  sufTer  his  father's  body  1 
in  that  shamefull  sort  to  be  vsed.  To  whom  her  sonne  made  ^ 
answcrc,  saying  :  "  Good  mother,  for  God's  sake  be  contented,  for 
that  whiche  they  do  is  for  none  other  purpose,  but  to  proueme; 
wherefore  be  pacient  a  while,  till  this  chaunce  be  past."  The  motfa^M 
not  able  to  abide  it  any  longer,  brake  out  many  times  into  these 
words:  "  If  I  were  a  man  as  I  am  a  woman,  it  should  not  be 
vndonenow:  and  if  thou  wilt  not  aduenture  thy  selfe,  I  wiUooOj 
night  giue  the  attempt."  The  yong  man  seing  the  froward 
nature  of  his  mother,  determined  to  lake  away  the  body  by  this 
policie.     He  borrowed  twelue  friers  Jrockes  or  cowles  and  in  the 
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euening  went  downe  to  the  hauen,  and  hired  twelue  manners,  and 
placed  ihcm  in  a  backe  house,  getting  tliem  so  much  meatc  and 
driuke  as  they  woulde  eate.     And  when  they  had  well  whitled  and 
tippled  themselues»  he  put  vpon  them  those  friera  cowles,  with 
visards  vppon  their  faces,  and  gaue  cuery  of  them  in  their  hands 
a  burning  torch,  making  them  to  seme  as  tliough  they  had  ben  diueia 
of  hel :  and  he  himself  rode  vpon  a  horse  al  couered  with  blacke, 
beset  rounde  about  with  monstrous  and  vglie  faces,  euerye  of  them 
bauinge  a  burnyng  candle  in  hys  mouthe,  and  riding  before  with  a 
visarde  of  horrible  shape  vpon  his  head,  sayde  vnio  them :  "  Doe 
as  I  doe:"  and  then  marched  forward  to  the  maikct-place.     When 
they  came  ihether  they  ran  vp  and  downe  with  roring  voyces  crying 
out  like  deuils  being  then  past  midnight  and  very  darke.     When 
the  watche  sawc  that  straunge  sight  they  were  afFrayde,  thinking 
that  they  had  bene  deuils  indeede  and  that  he  on  horscbacke  in 
thai  forme  had  ben   the  great  deuill  Lucifer  himselfe.     And  seing 
him  runne  towardes  the  gibet,  the  watche  toke  their  Ipgges  and  ran 
away.     The  yong  man  in  the  shape  of  the  great  deuill  toke  downe 
the  body  and  layd  it  before  him  on  horsebacke,  who  calling  his 
compauie  away,  roode  before  iu  poste.     When  they  were  come 
homcj  he  gaue  them  their  money,  and  vncasing  them  of  their  cowles 
sent  them  away,  and  afterwardes  buried  the  body  so  secretly  as  he 
could.     In  the  morning  newes  came  to  the  duke  that  the  bodye 
was  taken  awaye,  who  sedt  for  the  guarde  to  knowe   what  was 
become  tliercof.     To  whome  the}' sayde  these  wordes :  "  Pleaseth 
your  grace,  about  midnight  last  past  there  came  into  the  market- 
place a  companic  of  deuils,  among  whom  we  sawe  the  great  deuil 
Lucifer  himselfe,  who  as  wee  suppose  did  eate  vp  the  bodye,  which 
terrible  sight  and  vision  made  vs  lo  take  our  legges."     The  duke  by 
those  wordcs  perceiued  euidently  that  the  same  was  but  a  practise 
to  dcceiue  them  of  their  purpose,  notwithsunding  he  determined 
OQcc  again  to  deuise  some  meanes  in  the  ende  to  knowr.  the  truthe, 
and  decreed  a  constitucion  that  for  the  space  of  xx  dayes  no  fresh 
meate  shoulde  be  solde  in  Venice :  at  which  decree  all  the  citie 
marueiled.     Afterwardes  he  caused  a  verie  faire  fattc  calfe  to  be 
solde,  sessing   the  price   of   euery   pounde   at   a   fiorino,   which 
amountcth  to  a  French  crownc  or  thereaboutes,  and  willed  hym 
VOL.  I.  3  A 
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that  solde  it  to  note  and  mnrke  them  timt  bought  it :  thinking  vith 
hiniselfe,  that  he  which  is  a  theefe  h   licorous  of  mouth  deUcate 
in  iare  and  would  not  stick  to  gcue  a  good  price*  although  it  cost 
him  n  French  crown  for  ouery  pound:  making  proclamation,  that 
he  which  would  buyeany  fresh  meatc,  should  resort  to  the  market- 
place where  was  to  bee  solde.     AU  the  marchauntes  and  gentlemen 
repaired  to  buye  some  of  the  veale,  and  vnderstandiDg  that  euery 
pound  would  not  be  solde  vnder  a  Frenche  crownc,  they  bought 
none  at  all.     This  calfe  and  the  price  was  bruted  in  all  places,  and 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mother  of  tliis  yong  man,  who  said 
vnto  her  sonne  :  "  I  hauc  a  mindc  to  eate  some  of  the  veaJc,  now 
solde  in  the  market.'*     Riectardo  aunswered :  "  Mother  make  no 
haste  to  buye  it,  first  let  it  be  cheapened  by  other,  and  at  length  I 
will  deuise  a  meane  that  you  shall  haue  it :  for  it  is  not  wysedome 
for  vs  to  be  the  Brste  that  shall  desire  it."     The  mother  like  an 
ignoraunt  and  vuskilfull  woman,  was  im|>ortunnte  to  haue  it.     The 
sonnc  fearing  that  his  motlier  would  seride  for  some  of  (he  veale,  by 
other,  caused  a  pie  to  be  made,  and  prepared  a  flagon  full  of  wyne, 
both  which  were  intermixed  with  thinges  to  cause  slee|>e,  and  taking 
brcad^  ihesayd  pie,  and  the  flagon  of  wyne,  when  it  was  night,  put. 
ting  on  a  counterfait  beard,  and  cloke,  went  to  ttie  stall  where  that 
veale  was  to  bee  solde,  which  as  yet  was  whole  and  vnbooght. 
And  when  he  had  knocked  at  the  shop  dore,  one  of  the  guard  asked 
who  was  there.     To  whom    Ricciardo  said  :  "  Can  you  tcl  me 
whcr  one  Ventum  doth  kepe  bis  shop  f    Of  whom  one  of  them 
demaunded  what  Ventura  ?    *'  I  know  not  his  sumaine,"  saydc  Ric- 
ciardo, "  that  I  would  he  had  beae  hanged,  when  I  came  first  lo 
dwell  with  him."    "  Why  who  sent  thcer"  said  oneof  tlieguarde. 
'*  His  wyfe  (quod  Ricciardo)  who  bad  me  cary  him  tliis  meate  and 
wyne  for  his  supper:  but  I  pray  you  (sayde  Ricciardo,)  let  me  leaue 
the  same  with  you,  till  1  goe  home  to  know  better  where  he  kepeth 
his  stall.     And  maruell  not,  my  maisters,  though  1  know  not  where 
his  shop  is,  for  it  is  not  long  sithens  I  came  to  dwell  in  this  citie." 
And  so  leauing  behind  him  the  pie,  and  the  bread  with  the  flagon 
of  wyne,  he  made  haste  to  departe,  and  tolde  them  that  he  wold 
come  again e  by  and   by.     AVhen  he  was  gone,  one  of  them   toke 
the  flagon,  and  dxancke,  and  afterwardcs  gaue  it  to  his  compaiiioD^ 
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and  said  :  "  Drinkc,  for  thou  ncuer  diddest  tast  of  better  wyne  ia 
all  thy  life."     His  companion  dranke,  and  meril^'  communiog  of 
this  matter,  they  fel  a  slecpe.     Ricciardo  Inking  in  at  a  hole  of 
the  dore,  seing  them  a  slepe,  went  in,  and  loke  the  calte,  and  caried 
it  home  whole  as  it  was,  and  saide  to  his  mother:  **  Hold  mother, 
tticre  is  your  luste,  cut  it  out :"  and  by  and  by  she  cut  out  a  great 
pece.    The  duke  so  sone  as  he  heard  that  the  catfc  was  stolen, 
and  the  maner  howe,  did  h  under  very  muche,  purposing  yet  to 
knowc  what  hee  was :  and  caused  a  hundred  poorc  people  tu  come 
before  him»  whose  names  being  wTittcn,  he  said  vnlo  them :  "  Get 
ye  to  all   the  houses  in    Venice,   vnder   colour  to  begge  almes. 
And  marke  if  you  see  in  any  house  Heslie  dressed,  or  any  pece  in 
making  ready  to  be  eaten  at  the  fier,  which  if  you  doe,  ye  must  be 
importunate  in   begging,   till   they  giue  you  cither  Besh  or  broth. 
And  lit;  among  all  you  that  shal  bring  mc  the  first  newes,  I  wil 
giue  him  xx  crownes/'    These  beggers  dispersed  themselues  into 
eaery   comer   of  the   citie,   crauing   their  almes,   amongs   whom 
one  of  them   asked   liis  almes   at  the   house  of  Ricciardo,  and 
approcliing  nerc,  espied  openly  flcshe  at  the  spit,  and  besought  a 
morst'U  thereof  for  God's  sake :  tu  whom  the  vudiscrete  woman 
seeing  that  she  had  plent\c,  gaue  a  litle  pece.     The  poore  man 
ibaaked  the  good  wife,  and  prayed  God  to  saue  her  life.    And 
as  hee  was  going  down  the  steps  of  the  dore,    Ricciardo   met 
him  with  the  Hesh  in  his  hand.     Whorewithall  astonned,  he  willed 
him  lo  retourne,  and  sayde  he  would  giue  him  more.     The  beggcr 
glad  of  that,   went  in    againe,  whome  Ricciardo  caried  into  his 
chamber,  and   when   he  was  within,  he  strake  suche  a  full  blowe 
vpoa  his  head  with  an  axe,  as  he   killed  hym,  and  tlirewc  him 
into  a  iakcs,  shutting  the  doore  after  him.     In  ttic  cuening,  tliese 
poorc   men  rctoumed   to  the  duke,   according  to  their   promise, 
and  sayde  they  coulde  iinde  nothing.     The  duke  called  tliem  by 
their  names,   and  compting  the  number  founde  one  lesse  than  he 
had  sent,  whereat  he  marucllcd.     And  after  he  had  well  aduiscd  with 
himselfe,  what  should   become  of  him  tliat  lacked,  he  sayde: 
"  Certainely  the  |>oore  man  is  slayne."     Then  cautiing  the  councell 
10  be  assembled,  he  declared  what  he  had  done:  and  yet  sayde 
that  it  were  meete  the  partie  were  knoweo.     Whereonio  one  of 
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about  bestowed  the  colour  vpon  the  faces  of  his  felowes,  who 
were  so  faste  a  sleepe  that  they  did  not  fele  him.  Some  he  marked 
with  two  spottes,  some  with  six  and  some  with  x.  himselfe  he 
painted  but  with  foure  besides  those  wherewith  already  he  was 
berayed  by  the  gentlewoman :  whiche  done  he  set  the  saucer  agayne 
by  the  bcdde's  side,  and  when  he  had  bidden  her  farewell,  faire 
and  softly  he  returned  againe  to  his  bedde.  In  the  morning  be- 
times, the  damosels  of  the  chamber  came  in  to  hcipe  the  ladye  to 
make  her  readye,  which  done  they  wayted  vpon  her  to  (he  duke, 
who  asked  her  how  the  matter  stode.  She  aunswered  well,  for  she 
had  done  his  commaundement :  and  tolde  him  howe  one  came 
vnto  her  three  times,  and  euery  time  she  gaue  him  a  tainte  in  his 
face.  The  duke  by  and  by  sent  for  them  that  were  of  his  counsell. 
To  whome  he  said :  "  Sirs,  I  haue  founde  out  this  good  fellow, 
and  therfore  I  haue  sent  for  you,  that  we  altogether  may  goc  to 
see  him."  They  went  all  into  the  chamber,  and  viewing  them 
round  about,  they  percciucd  all  their  faces  coloured,  whereat 
they  fell  into  a  great  laughter :  then  one  of  them  saydc  to  another: 
"  Suerlyihis  fellowehath  the  subtilest head  thateuer  wasknowen:** 
nod  concluded  that  one  of  the  company  had  set  that  colour  in 
their  faces.  The  yong  men  beholding  one  another  paynted  in  that 
sorte,  brake  into  great  sporte  and  pastime.  Afterwardes  the 
duke  examined  euery  of  them,  and  seeing  that  he  was  not  able  by 
any  meanes  to  vuderstande  by  whome  it  wiis  done,  he  determined 
to  knowe  the  man  before  he  departed,  and  promised  to  him  that 
should  confcssethe  truthe,  to  giue  his  daughter  to  him  in  manage, 
and  with  her  a  very  great  dowrie  and  a  gcnerall  pardon.  Where- 
fore Ricciardo  vnderstanding  the  duke's  minde,  toke  hym  asyde, 
and  tolde  hym  the  whole  matter  particularly  from  the  beginning  to 
the  code.  The  duke  imbraced  hym,  and  gaue  him  his  pardon,  and 
with  great  ioye  and  triumphe  he  solemnized  the  mariage  betwene 
hym  and  his  daughter.  Wherewithal!  Ricciardo  encouraged, 
proued  a  very  stoutc  and  valiaunt  man  in  suche  wyse  almoste  as 
the  affaires  of  tlie  whole  state  passed  through  his  bandes. 
And  lined  a  long  time  after,  with  the  tone  and 
good  wyll  of  the  whole  cominaltie  of 
Venice. 
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set  down  in  her  place,  this  young  scholJer  went  to  take  another  gen- 
tlewoman hy  tlie  hand, and  began  to  daunce  with  her:  whiche  was 
not  so  sonc  begonne,  but  thus  he  said  vnto  her:  "  It  nedetli  not 
Madame,  that  by  uoordes  I  doe  expresse  the  feruant  loue  which  I 
beare  you,  and  will  so  doe,  so  long  as  my  pooro  spirite  shall 
goucrne  and  rule  my  members:  and  if  i  could  obtalnc  you  for  my 
maistresse  and  singuler  ladye,  I  would  thiiike  myself  the  happiest 
man  on  line.  Then  louing  you  as  I  do,  and  being  wholly  yours, 
as  you  may  easely  vnderstand,  refuse  me  not  I  bcsechyou  for  your 
humble  seruaunt,sithc  that  my  life  and  all  that  I  haue  dependeth  vp- 
onyoualone."  Theyonggcntiewoman,whosc  name  was  Panihemia, 
perceiuing  his  meaning,  did  not  aunswere  him  any  thing  at  that 
time:  but  honestly  proceded  in  her  daunce:  and  the  daunc« 
ended,  smyling  a  iitle,  she  sat  downe  with  tlie  otlier  dames.  Thin 
done,  amorous  Philenio  rested  not  vntil  he  had  taken  the  thirdc 
by  the  hand,  (who  was  the  gentlest,  fairest,  and  irinjmest  dame  in 
all  Bologna,)  and  began  to  daunce  with  her  romyng  abrode,  to 
shewc  his  cunning  before  them  that  came  to  behold  him.  And 
before  the  daunce  was  fiuislied,  he  saide  thus  vnto  her: ''  Madame,  it 
may  so  be,  as  I  rIuiU  seme  vnto  you  very  malapert  to  manifest 
the  secret  loue  that  1  haue  and  doe  beare  you  at  this  instant,  for 
which  you  ought  not  to  blame  me  but  your  beautie,  which 
rcndreth  you  excellent  abouc  al  the  rest,  and  makcth  mcyourslaue 
and  prysoner.  I  speake  not  of  your  commendable  behauiour,  of 
your  excellent  and  mamellous  vertues,  which  be  such  and  of  so 
great  effect,  as  they  would  make  the  gods  descend  to  con- 
template the  same.  If  then  your  excellent  beautic  and  shape,  so 
well  fauourcd  by  nature,  and  not  by  art,  may  seeme  to  content  the 
immortall  Gods,  you  ought  not  to  be  offended,  if  the  samedoe  con- 
straine  me  to  loue  you,  and  to  inclose  you  in  tlie  priuie  cabane  of 
my  harte :  I  beseechcyou  tlicn,  gentle  Madame  (the  onely  comfort 
of  my  life)  to  haue  pitie  vpon  him  that  dieth  a  thousand  times  a 
daye  for  you.  In  so  doing,niy  life  shal  be  prolonged  by  you,  com- 
mending me  humbly  vnto  your  good  grace."  This  faire  gentlewo- 
man called  Simphoroaia,  vndcrstanding  the  sweete  and  pleasaunt 
wordes  vttered  from  the  very  harte  of  Philenio,  could  not  dis- 
•emble  her  sighes,  but  waying  her  honor,  bLH:ause  she  was  maiied. 


rniLBNlO    SISTERNO. 


3G9 


stiti  wayting  for  her  minion.  U'hen  night  was  come,  Philenio 
toke  his  swordc,  and  went  to  ibe  liouse  of  his  enemy,  and  calling 
at  the  dure  with  the  watchworde  the  same  incontinently  was 
opened:  and  after  that  tliey  had  talked  a  litle  while  together, 
and  banketted  after  the  best  maner,  they  withdrew  theinbehiea 
into  the  chamber  to  take  their  reste.  Philenio  had  no  soncr  put 
of  his  clothes  to  goe  to  bedde,  but  seignior  Lamberto  her  husband 
came  home:  wliieh  the  maistresse  of  the  house  perceiuing,  made 
as  though  she  had  bene  at  her  wittes  ende,  and  could  not  tell 
whether  to  conuey  her  minion,  but  prayed  him  to  hide  himself 
vnder  the  bcdde.  Philenio  seeing  the  daunger,  wherein  both  he 
and  the  wife  were,  not  taking  with  him  any  other  garmenies,  but 
onl}'  his  shirte,  crept  vnderthe  bed  where  he  was  so  craelly  prickt 
and  scrjilched  with  the  tliorncs,  as  ihere  was  no  parte  of  his 
bodye  (from  the  loppe  of  his  liead  to  the  sole  of  his  foote)  free 
from  bloud,  and  the  more  he  sought  to  defende  himselfe  in  that 
darke  place,  the  more  sharpely  and  pileously  he  was  tormented, 
and  durst  not  crie  for  feare  least  seignior  Lamberto  would  kill 
biin.  f  will  leauc  to  your  consideration  in  what  plight  this  poore 
wretche  was  in,  who  by  reason  of  bis  miserable  being,  as  he  was 
brechelettse  in  that  terrible  purgatorie,  eucn  bO  was  he  speachlesse 
'and  durst  not  speoke  for  his  life.  Jn  the  morning  wlien  segnior 
Lamberto  was  gone  forth,  the  poore  schoUer  put  on  his  clothes  so 
welt  as  he  could,  and  all  bloudy  as  he  was,  returning  to  his  lodging, 
was  like  to  die :  but  being  dcligently  cured  by  phisicians,  iu  short 
lime  he  recoucrcd  his  former  health.  Shortly  after,  Philenio 
began  to  pursue  again  his  loue  towardes  the  other  two,  that  is  to 
saT>  Panthemia  and  Simphorosia,  and  found  conuenicnt  time  one 
euening  to  speake  to  Panthemia,  to  whom  he  rehearsed  his  gricfes 
and  continuall  tonnentes,  pmying  her  to  hauc  pitie  vpon  him. 
Tlie  subtile  and  wise  wenche  Panthemia,  fayning  to  haue  compas- 
sion vppou  him,  excused  her  selfe  by  lackc  of  nicanes  to  content 
his  desire,  but  in  ihend  vanijuished  willi  faire  siipplicutions  and 
maruellous  sighes,  shee  made  him  to  come  home  to  her  house,  and 
being  vnready,  dispoyled  of  al  his  apparell  to  go  to  bed  with  bis 
lady  she  re<iuired  hym  to  go  with  her  into  a  Htle  closet,  uher  all 
her  swote  smels  and  perfumes  were,  to  the  intent  be  might  be  wclJ 
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commaundement  to  doe  lier  seruice:  ihe  annswere  read,  and  opor- 
tunitie  t'ouud,  Simphorosia  cau»e<l  him  to  come  home  Co  her  house, 
and  alter  many  fklbe  sighes^shosaide  vnto  him  :  "  My  deare  frcnd 
Pfailenio,  1  kaowe  none  other  in  all  the  world,  that  hath  brought 
me  into  this  state  and  plighte  wherein  presently  I  am,  but  you 
because  your  beautie,  good  grace  and  pleasaunt  taike,  hauc  so 
sette  my  harte  on  fyre  as  1  feele  ft  to  kindle  and  burne  like  drye 
woodc."  Which  talke  maister  bclioUer  hearing,  thought  assuredly 
that  she  consumed  lor  loue  ot'him:  this  poore  Nodgecock,  con- 
triuing  ihe  time  iu  sweete  and  pleasaunt  wordes,  with  his  dareling 
Simphorosia,  the  time  approched  that  lie  should  go  to  bed  with 
his  i'aire  lady,  who  said  vnto  him:  "  Aly  swcte  frende  Phi- 
leuio,  abide  a  whyle,  and  let  vb  make  some  banket  and  collation :" 
who  taking  him  by  tlie  liande,  carifd  hiui  into  her  closet  adioyn- 
ing,  wher  was  a  table  ready  furnished  wiihexquisit  conticts  and 
wynes  of  the  best.  This  gentlewoman  had  made  a  composition 
in  the  wyne,  to  cause  this  yotig  gallant  to  sloepe  for  a  certain 
time.  Philenio  thinking  no  hurte,  toke  the  cup  and  Btled  it  with 
the  wine,  and  dranke  it  vp  at  one  draught.  His  spirits  reuiued 
with  this  refreshing,  after  he  had  bene  very  well  perfumed  and 
washed  in  swetc  waters,  he  went  lo  bedde  and  within  a  while 
after  tliis  drinkc  began  to  woorke,  and  hee  slepte  so  soundly,  as 
canon  shot,  or  the  greatest  gonnes  of  the  worlde  were  not  able 
to  wake  hyui :  then  Siuiphurosia  perceiuing  the  drinke  beginne 
to  woorke,  called  one  of  her  sturdy  maides  that  wel  was  instructed 
in  the  game  of  this  pageant:  both  whiche  carying  this  poore 
sleepy  scholler  by  tlic  fcete  and  anncK,  and  opening  the  dore  very 
softlye,  they  fayreand  well  bestowed  hym  in  the  middeste  of  the 
streete,  a  good  stone's  caste  of  from  the  house,  where  he  lay  ail 
the  nighte.  But  when  the  dawning  of  tlie  daye  dyd  appeare,  or  aa 
boure  before,  the  drynke  lost  his  vcrtue,  and  the  poore  soule  began 
to  awake,  and  thinking  that  he  had  bene  a  bedde  with  the  gentlewo- 
man he  perceiucd  hymself  brechelfsse  and  in  his  shirt  more  dead 
then  aliue,  through  the  colde  that  he  had  endured,  by  lying  starke 
naked  vppon  the  earth,  llie  poore  wretche  was  not  able  to  help 
himselfc  so  much  as  witli  his  armcs  and  legges,  ne  yet  to  stande 
vpon  his   fecte  without  great  pnine:    notwithstanding,  through 
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Tlie  gentlewomeQ  heahug  tliose  cruell  wordes,  ratlier  dead  then 
aliue,  began  to  repent  that  cucr  they  had  offended  him,  and  besides 
that,  they  cursed  iheniselues,  for  giuinge  <n?edit  vnto  him   whom 
they  ought  to  baue  abhorred.     The  scholler  with  fierce  and  angry 
countenaunce,  commaunded  them  vpon   paine  of  their  liues  to 
strippe  themselues  naked  :  which  sentence  when  these  three  god- 
desses heard,  they  began  to  loke  one  vppon  another,  weeping  and 
praying  him,  that  although  he  woolde  not  for  their  sakes,  yet  in  res- 
pect of  bis  owne  curtesie  and  Duturrall  humanitie,  tiiat  Uec  woulde 
saue  their  honor  aboueall  thinges.     This  gallant  rcioysing  at  their 
humble  and  pitiful!  requestes  was  thus  curteous  vnto  tbcm,  that  he 
would  nut  oDce  suffer  them  to  stand  witli  their  garmentes  on  in  liis 
presence:  the  women  casting  themselues  downe  at  his feete  wept 
bitterly,  beseeching  him  that  he  woulde  hauc  pilie  vpon  them,  and 
not  to  be  the  occasion  of  a  slaundcr  so  great  and  infamous.     But 
he  whose  bart  was  hardened  as  the  diamoode,  said  vnto  ttiem,  that 
this  facte  was  not  worthy  of  blainc  but  rather  of  reuenge.     The 
women  dispoyled  of  their  apparel  (and  standing  before  him,  so  free 
from  coucring  as  euer  was  Eue  before  Adam)  appeared  as  beau- 
tiful! in  tliis  their  innocent  slate  of  nakednes,  as  ihey  did  in  their 
brauerie:  in  su  much  that  the  yong  schoUcr  viewing  IVom  toppe 
to  toe,  tliose  fayre  and  tender  creatures,  whose  wbitenesse  surpassed 
the  snow,   begun  to  haue  pitic  vppon  them:  but  calling  tu  his 
remembraunce  the  iniuries  past  and  tlie  daunger  of  death  wlicre- 
in  be  was,  he  reiected  all  pitie  and  continued  his  hardc  and  ob- 
stinate determination.      I'beu    he   toke  all  their    apparell,   and 
other  furnitures  that  they  did  weore,  and  bestowed  it  in  a  little 
chamber,  and  with  threatning  words  commaunded  all  three  to 
lie  in  one  bed.    The  women  altogether  astonned,  began  to  say 
to  themselues:  *'  Alas, what  fooles  be  wo^  what  wil  our  husbands 
and  our  frendcs  say,  when  they  shal  vndcrstand  that  wc  be  found 
naked  and  misernblie  tilaine  in  this  bed?    It  had  been  better  for 
vs  to  haue  died  in  our  cradeis,  than  appreUcaded  and  found  dead 
in  this  state  and  plight."    The  scholler  seing  them  bestowed  one 
by   another  in  the   bed,  like  husband    and  wyfe,  couered   them 
widi  a  very  white  and  large  shcetc,   that  no  part  of  their  bo- 
dies might  be  seene   and    knowen,  and  shutting  the  chamber 
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doore  after  bim  Philenio  weni  to  leeke   thetr  husbonda,  which 
were   dauncing  in   the  hall :  and  tlie  daance  ended,  he  inueated 
them  to  take  the  paines  to  goe  with  him :  who   wa:i  thoi  fipaide 
into  the  chamber  where  the  three  muses  lay  in  iheir  bedde,  sstid^ 
vnto  them  :   **  Sirs,  I  haue  brougbte  you  into  this  place  to  shcve 
yoa  some  pastime  and  to  let  you  see  the  fayresi  thingcs  that  ener 
you  saw  in  your  Hues.    Then  approching  neere  the  bed,  and  boU* 
ing  a  torch  in  his  hand,  be  began  fayre  and   softJy  to  lift  rp  the 
shete  at  the  bed's  feete,  discoueriog  these  ^yre  Jadies  euen  to  tbe 
knees.     Ye  should  liauc  seen  then^  how  the  bu&bands  did  be- 
hold   their  wliite   kgges  and  their  wel  proporcioned  feete,  whidi 
don  tic  disclosed  them    euen  to  tlie  stomack,  and  shewed  tbdr 
legges  and  thighe^  farrc  whiter  titan  alablaster,  which  seemed  Uke 
two  pillers  of  tine   marble,  with  a  rounde  body  su  wel  formed  as 
nothing  could  be  better:  conseqnenlJy  he  toumed  vp  the  sheete  a 
litle  furlher,  and   their  stomackes  appeared  somewhat  round  and 
plumme,  hauing  two  rounde  breasts  so  firme  and  feate,  as  they 
would  haoe  constrayned  the  great  God   lupiter  to  imbrace  and 
kisse  them.     Whereat  the  hu&bandcs  toke  so  great  pleasure  and 
conteoimeute,  as  coulde  be  deuised:  I  omitte  for  you  to  thincke 
in  what  plightc  these  {>oore  nako<l  women    weorc,  hcaringe  theyr^l 
husbandes  to  mocke  them :  all  this  while  they  hiye  \er\e  qniet,  ao4  ] 
durst  not   so  much  as  to  hem  or  coughe,  for  feare  to  be  knoweni  i 
the  husbands  were  earnest  with  Uic  seholler  to  discouer  their  Incea, 
but  bee   wiser  in  other  mennes  buries  than  in  his  owne,  would 
by   no  meanes    consent  vniu  it.     Mot   contented   witli    this,  the 
yong  seholler  shewed  their  apparel   to  their  husbands,  who   seing 
the  same  were  astonned,  and  in  viewing  it  with  great  ndmiroiion, 
they  said  one  to  another:    "  H  not  this  the  goune  tliat  1  once 
made  for  my  wife?    Is  not  tJiis  the  coyfe  that   1   bought  herr  li 
not  this  the  pendant  that  she  wearetli  about  her  necker  be  ihot 
these  the  ringcs  that  set  out  and  gamisht  her  fingers  r"     Being 
gone  out  of  the  chamber  for  feare  to  trouble  the  feast,  he  would 
iK>t  Butfcr  them  to  depart,  but  caused  them  to  tarie  supper.    Tbe 
schoUer  vnderstandinge  that  supper  was  ready,  and  that  the  luaister 
of  the  house  had  disposed  all  tliiuges  in  order,  he  cau»ed  the  geattet 
to  lit  downe.     And  whiles  they  were  remouing  and  placing  the 
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stooles  and  chayres,  he  returned  into  the  chamber,  wher  the  three 
dames  lay,  and  vncouering  them,  he  sayd  vnto  thetn :  "  Bongi- 
orao,  faire  ladies :  did  you  heare  your  husbandes  i  They  be  here 
by,  and  do  earneaiJy  larie  for  you  at  supper.  What  do  ye  meane 
to  do?  Vp  and  rise  ye  dormouses,  rubbe  your  eyes  ani^gape  no 
more,  dispatche  and  make  you  ready,  it  u  time  for  you  now  to 
repayre  into  the  hall,  where  the  other  gentlewomen  do  tarie  for 
you."  Behold  now  how  this  scholcr  was  reuenged  by  interieigning 
tliem  after  this  muuer:  then  the  poore  desolate  women,  fearing 
least  tlieir  case  would  sorte  to  som  pitiful  succosse,  dispayring  of 
tlieir  health,  troubled  and  discomforted,  rose  vp  expecting  ratlier 
death  than  any  utiier  thing  :  and  tourning  them  toward  ihcsehol- 
ler  they  said  vnto  him:  "  Maister  Philenio,  you  liaue  had  sutti- 
cient  reueng  vpon  vs:  the  best  for  you  to  do  now,  is  to  take  3'our 
sword,  and  to  bereue  us  of  oure  life,  which  is  more  lothsome  vnto 
vs  tlian  pleasaunt:  and  ifyou  will  not  do  vs  thatgood  tourue,  sulfet 
vs  logo  hauic  to  our  houses  vnknowcn,  that  our  honours  may  be 
saued.'*  Then  Philenio  thinking  that  he  had  at  pleasure  vsed  their 
persons,  dfliutrod  liieni  their  apparel,  and  so  sone  as  they  were 
ready,  he  let  them  out  at  a  litlo  dore,  very  sccrctlye  vnknowcn  of 
anye,  and  so  they  went  home  to  their  houses.  So  sone  as  they  liad 
pur  of  their  fayre  furnitures,  they  folded  them  vp,  and  layd  them 
in  their  chestes :  which  done,  they  went  about  their  liousliold 
busines,  till  their  husbands  came  home,  who  being  retouraed  they 
founde  their  wives  sowing  by  the  fire  side  in  their  chambers  :  and 
because  of  their  apparell,  their  ringes  and  jewels^  which  iliev  had 
seene  in  the  scholler's  chamber,  it  made  them  to  suspect  their 
wines,  eucry  of  them  deniaunding  his  seuerall  wife,  where  she 
had  bin  that  nightc,  and  where  their  npparell  was.  They  well 
assured  of  thcmsclues,  auDswered  boldly,  that  they  were  not  out 
of  their  house  all  the  euening,  and  taking  the  keyes  of  their  cofera 
shewed  them  their  aparell,  their  ringes  and  other  things,  which 
their  husbanded  had  made  tliem.  \\  hich  when  their  husbandes 
saw,  they  could  not  tell  what  to  say,  and  forthwith  reiected  aj] 
suspicion,  which  they  had  conceiucd  :  telling  them  from  point 
to  point,  what  they  had  sten  that  night.  The  women  vnder- 
i  standing  those  wordes,  made  as  though  they  kuew  nothing   and 
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ftfter  a  litle    sport  and   laughter   betweeae   iheai,  ihey  we 

bed.     Many  thues  PUilenio  met  hU  genttewomeo  m  llie  sU 

and  sajde  ^nto  them  :  "  Which  of  you  was  most  afraide  or  ^ 

intjcated  I"  But  itiey  holding  downe  their  heads,  paased  fo 

not  speaking  a  word:  in  this  man er  the  scholler  was 

ref|uited  so  well  as  he  could  of  the  de- 

■  ceitea  done  against  him,  by  the 

three  gentlewomen 

aforesaid. 
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THE  FIFTYETH  NOUELL. 

The  pUtotu  and  chaste  death    of  one  of  the  mtdeiers  wiua  of  the 
^  Queeite  of  Navarre. 

Ik  the  citieofAmboise, there  was  a  muleter  that  serued  the  quctic 
of  Nauarre,  sister  to  king  Frauncea  tbe  firstc  of  that  name,  which 
was  broughte  a  bedde  of  a  soone  at  Blois :  to  which  towne  tlie  said 
muleter  was  gone  to  be  paide  his  quarter's  wages:  whose  wyfe  dwell- 
ed at  Amboise  beyond  tlie  bridges.  It  chaunced  that  of  long 
time  one  of  her  husband's  seniauates  did  so  disordinately  loue 
her^  as  vppon  a  certaine  day  he  could  not  forbeare  but  he  muste 
Ytter  the  effect  of  his  loue  borne  vnto  her.  Howbeit  shee  being 
a  right  honest  woman,  tolce  her  man's  sute  in  very  ill  part, 
threatning  to  make  her  husband  to  beat  him,  and  to  put  him 
away,  and  vsed  him  in  such  wyse,  that  after  that  time  he  durst 
not  speake  thereof  any  more,  ne  yet  to  make  eigne  or  semblance : 
keeping  yet  that  6er  couered  within  bis  brest,  vntill  his  maister 
was  ridden  out  of  the  towne,  and  that  his  maistresse  was  at 
euensong  at  Saint  Florentine's,  a  church  of  the  castle,  farre  irom 
her  house :  who  now  being  alone  in  the  house,  began  to  imagine 
how  he  might  attempt  that  thinge  by  force,  which  before  by  no  sup- 
plication or  seruice  he  was  able  to  attaine.  For  which  purposci 
hee  brake  vp  a  borde  betweene  liis  maistresse  chamber  and  bis: 
but  because  the  curteins  of  his  maistor  and  maistresse  bed,  and 
of  the  seruaunts  of  the  other  side  couered  and  hid  the  walles  be- 
tweene, it  could  not  be  perceyued,  nor  yet  his  malice  discried 
vntill  such  time  as  his  maistresse  was  gone  to  bed,  with  a  litle 
wenche  ofxii.ycares  of  age:  and  so  sone  as  the  poore  woman 
was  fallen  into  her  iirst  sleepe,  this  varlet  entred  in  at  a  hole 
which  he  had  broken,  and  coaueyed  himself  into  her  bed  in 
his  shirt,  with  a  naked  sworde  in  his  hande:  who  so  sone  as  she 
felt  him  laycd  downe  by  her,  lejtte  out  of  her  bed,  perswad- 
ing  him  by  all  possible  meanes  mcete  for  an  honest  woman 
to  do:  and  he  indued  with  beastly  loue,  rather  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  his  malets  than  with  her  honest  reasons, 
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shewed  Innnselfe  more  beastly  then   the  bcasU  with  whom  he  had 
oi'Iong  time  binconuersnnl:  tor  seing  her  so  oft  to  runnc  about 
the  tabie  that  he  could  not  catch  hcTi  and  also  that  die  was  so 
strong,  that  twhe  she  oucrcame  him,   in  dispaire  that  he  sliould 
neuer  cnit>y  her  aliuf,  hee  guuc  her  a  great  blow  wiili  his  bw^rd 
oucT  the  raincs  of  the  back,  thinking   that  if  feare    and  force 
could  nut  make  her  to  yeld  painc  and  smart  should  cause  ber. 
Howboit,   the    contrarie   chaunced  :  for  like  as  a  good   man  of 
nnncs  when  he  secth  his  owne  bloud^  is  more  set  on  fier  to  be 
reuenged  vpon    his    enemies    to    acquire    honor:   euen   so  the 
chaste  liart  of  this  woman,  did  recnfurce  and  fbrtefie  her  courage 
in  double  wise,  to  auoyde  and  esca|>e  the  hand^i  of  this  wicked 
varlet,  deuising  by  all  meanes  possible  by  fayre  words  to  make 
him  acknowledge  his  fault :  but  he  was  so  iuHamed   with  fii- 
rJe,  (here  was   no  place  in  him  to  receiue  good  couusell.     And 
eftsones  with  his  sword^  he  gashed  hex  tender  bodye  wiili  diuers 
and  sondry  strokes,  for  the  auoyding  wherof,  so  fast  as  her  legges 
could  beare  her,  she  ran  vp  and  downe  the  chamber  :  and  when 
tlirough  want  of  bloud  she   perceiued  death  approch,  lifting  vp 
her   eyes  vnto  heaucn,  and    ioyning    her   hands    together,  gaue 
thanckes  vnto  God,  whom  she  termed  to  be  her  force,  her  vertue, 
her  pacience  and  chastiiie,  humblie  beseeching  him  to  take  in  good 
part  the  bloude  whiche   by  his  cximmaiidcmentc  was  slieade  in 
honor  of  that  precious  bloude,  which  from  his  owne  soone  did 
issue  vppon   the  crosse,  whereby  shee  did  beleeue,  firraelye  and 
stedfastlye   that   all  her  sinnes   were   wiped   awaye  and   defaced 
from   the  meroor}-e  of  his  wrathe  and  anger,  and  in  sayinge: 
"  Lorde  receiue  my  soule  which  was  dearely  bought  and  redeem- 
ed with  thy  bounty  and  goodnes:"   shee  fell  downe  to  the  ground 
vpon  her  face  where  the  wycked  villaine  inflicted  ber  body  with 
manifold  wounds*,  and  after  she  had  lost  her  speache  and  the 
force   of  her   body,  thys  most   wicked  and    abhuraiuable   varlet 
toke  her  by  force,  whiche  had  no  more  strength  and  power  to 
defende  herselfe:  and  when  he  had  satisfied  his  cursed  desire,  he 
fled  away  in  such  bast,  as  afterwards  for  all  the  pursute  made 
after  him  he  coidd  not  be  found.     The  yong  wench  which  lay 
with  her,  for  feare  hid  herselfe  vndcr  the  bed.     But  when  she 
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perceyued  thevillaine  departed,  ahee  camevnto  her  m&istressc  and 
finding  her  speachlesse  and  witliout  mouing^  she  crycd  out  at 
the  window  vnto  the  nexte  neighbours  to  come  to  succour 
her :  and  they  which  loued  her  and  esteemed  her  so  wel  as  any 
woman  in  the  lowne,  came  presently  viuo  her,  and  brought 
diuers  surgeons  with  them,  who  findinge  vpoa  her  body  xxv. 
mortall  woundes,  they  did  so  much  as  in  tiiem  laye  to  heipe  her: 
but  it  was  impossible.  Howbeit  shce  laye  one  houre  without 
Bpeache,  makinge  signes  with  hir  eyes  and  hands,  declaring 
that  slichad  not  lost  lier  vnderstandingc :  buing  dcmaunded  by  the 
priest,  of  the  fayth  whcrin  she  died,  and  of  her  saiuacion,  she 
aunswered  by  such  euident  signes,  as  her  liuely  speach  and  com- 
munication coulde  not  haue  declared  it  better,  howe  that  her  trust 
and  confidence  was  in  the  death  of  lesns  Christ,  whom  she  hoped  to 
sec  in  the  celcstiatl  cytie,  and  so  with  a  ioyfull  countenaunce,  her 
eyes  elected  vp  to  the  heauens,  she  rendred  her  chast  body 
to  the  earth,  and  her  suule  to  her  creator:  and  when  shee  was 
shrouded  ready  to  the  buriaU,  as  her  neighbours  were  attending 
to  followe  her  to  the  church,  her  poore  husbande  came  home,  and 
the  first  sight  he  suwc,  was  the  body  of  his  dead  wife  before 
his  doore,  whereof  before  that  instant  hee  had  no  newes.  And 
when  he  vnderstode  the  order  of  her  death,  he  then  doubled  bis 
ftorrowe,  in  such  wyse  that  he  was  also  like  to  die.  In  this  sort  was 
this  marter  of  chastitie  buried  in  the  church  of  S.  Florentine,  where 
all  the  honest  dames  and  wiucs  of  the  citie  endeuoured  theniselues 
to  accompany  her,  and  to  honour  her  with  suche  reuerence  as  they 
were  able  to  do:  accomptinge  themselues  most  liappie  to  dwell  ia 
that  towne,  where  a  woman  of  such  vertuous  behauiour  did 
dwell.  The  foolish  and  wanton  seing  the  honour  done 
to  that  deade  bodye,  determined  from  that  time 
forth  to  renue  their  former  life,  and  to  chaunge 
the  same  into  a  better. 
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THE  FIFTV-FraST  NOUELI.. 

A  king  of  Napies,  abusing  a  gentfeTnari'i  triftt  in  tht  ende  diS  tc^art 
the  homes  himseife. 

In  the  citie  of  Naples  when  king  Alphonsus  raigaed,  in  whose 
time  wantonnesse  bore  chielest  sway,  there  wa^  a  gentlemn:t  so 
honest,  heautilull  and  comely,  as  for  his  good  conditions  and  wel 
knowen  behauloar  nn  old  j^entlcman  gaue  to  him  bis  daughter  in 
mariuge,  which  in  beautic  and  good  grace  was  passingly  well 
beloned  and  comfortable  to  her  husband.  The  lone  was  great 
betwene  them,  till  it  chaunced  vpon  a  shrouetide  that  the  king 
went  a  masking  into  the  citie,  where  euery  man  endeuoured  to 
intenaine  him  the  best  he  could.  And  when  he  came  to  this 
gentleman's  house,  he  was  best  receyued  of  an_v  place  in  all  the 
towne,  oswell  for  banqueting,  as  for  musicdll  songes,  and  the 
gentlewoman,  the  fayrest  that  the  king  aawe  in  all  the  citie  to  bis 
contentacion.  And  vpon  the  end  of  the  banket,  she  sang  a  song 
with  her  husbande,  witli  a  grace  so  good  as  it  greatly  augmented 
her  beautie.  The  king  seing  so  many  perfections  in  one  body, 
conceyued  not  so  great  pleasure  in  the  swcete  accords  of  her 
husband  and  her,  as  he  did  howe  to  deuise  to  interrupt  and 
breake  them:  and  the  difiicultie  for  bringinge  that  "to  passe, 
was  the  greate  amitie  that  bee  sawe  betweene  them,  wherefore 
he  bare  in  his  hart  that  pa^ision  so  couert,  as  he  possibly  could. 
But  partly  for  his  owne  solace  and  comforte,  and  partly  for  good 
will  of  all,  bee  feasted  all  the  lords  and  ladyes  of  Naples,  where 
the  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  not  forgotten.  And  because 
man  willingly  beleeueth  that  he  doth  see,  be  thought  that  the 
lokes  of  that  gentlewoman  promised  vnto  him  some  grace  in  time 
to  come,  if  the  presence  of  her  husband  were  no  let  therunto. 
And  to  proue  whether  his  conjecture  were  true,  he  sente  her  hn^ 
bande  in  commission  to  Rome,  for  the  space  of  xv.  dayes  or  iii. 
wekes.  And  so  sone  as  he  was  gone,  his  wyfe  which  hitherto  had 
not  felt  any  long  absence  trom  her  husband,  made  great  soitow 
for  the  same,  whereof  she  recomforted  by  the  king,  many  times 
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by  sweete  pcrsvasions  and  by  presents  and  gifts,  in  such  sort, 
that  she  was  not  onely  comforted,  but  contented  with  her  bus- 
bande's  absence.  And  before  the  three  weekes  were  expired  of  his 
retume,  she  was  so  amorous  of  the  king  as  she  was  no  lesse  sorow- 
fiil  of  his  comming  home,  then  she  was  before  for  his  departure. 
And  to  the  intent  the  king's  presence  might  not  be  losle,  they 
agreed  together,  that  when  her  husband  was  gone  to  his  posses- 
sions in  the  countrie,  she  should  send  word  to  the  king,  that  he 
might  haue  safe  repaire  vnio  her,  and  so  secretly  tliat  his  honour, 
(which  he  feared  more  then  he  did  the  fact)  might  not  be  impaired. 
Vpon  this  hope»  this  tadie's  hart  was  set  on  a  merie  pin  :  and  when 
her  husband  was  come  home,  shee  welcomed  him  so  wel,  that 
albeit  he  knewe  how  the  king  made  much  of  her  in  his  absence, 
yet  he  would  not  beleeue  that  he  so  did  for  any  dishonest  fact. 
Howbeit  by  continuance  of  time,  this  fier  that  could  not  be 
couered,  by  litle  and  title  began  to  kindle,  in  such  wise  as  the 
husband  doubted  much  of  the  truth,  and  watched  the  matter  so 
neere,  as  he  was  almost  outc  of  doubt.  But  for  fcare,  least  the 
panic  which  did  the  wrong,  should  do  him  greater  hurt,  if  he 
seemed  to  know  it,  he  determined  to  dissemble  the  matter:  for 
he  thought  it  better  to  liuc  with  some  gricfe,  then  to  hazard  his 
life  for  a  woman  that  did  not  loue  him:  notwithstanding,  for  this 
displeasure,  he  thought  to  be  euen  with  the  king  if  it  were 
possible.  And  knowinge  that  many  times  despite  maketh  a 
woman  to  do  that  which  loue  cannot  brmg  to  passe,  specially 
those  that  haue  honourable  harts  and  stoute  stomacks,  was  to 
bold  without  blushing,  vpon  a  day  in  speaking  to  the  queene,  to 
say  vnto  her,  that  he  had  pitie  vpon  her,  for  that  shee  was  no 
better  beloue<l  of  the  king  her  husband.  The  queene  wliich  heard 
teU  of  the  lone  betwene  the  king  and  his  wife  :  **  1  cannot  (quoth 
she)  both  enioy  honour  and  pleasure  together:  1  koowe  well  that 
honor  I  haue,  whereof  one  receiueih  the  pleasure,  and  as  she 
hath  the  pleasure,  so  hath  not  she  the  honor."  He  which  knewe 
wel  by  whom  those  words  were  spoken,  said  vnto  her:  "  Madame, 
honor  hath  waited  vpon  you  euen  from  your  birth,  for  you  be  of 
BO  good  a  bouse,  as  to  be  a  queene  or  empresse,  you  cannot 
augment  your  nobilitie,  but  your  beautie,  grace,  and  hooeslie. 
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halh  descrucd  so  much  pleasure,  as  she  that  depriaeih  yon  of 
that  which  is  incident  to  your  degree,  doth  more  wrong  to  her 
self  then  to  your  person.  For  she  for  a  glorie  that  hath  turned 
her  to  shame,  hath  tho'evritliall  lost  so  much  plea£ure,  as  your 
grace  or  any  lady  in  the  realme  may  haue.  And  1  may  saye 
vnto  you  (Madame)  that  if  tlie  kinge  were  no  king  as  he  is,  I 
thincke  that  he  conld  not  excel  me  in  pleasing  of  a  woman  :  being 
sure  that  to  sattsBe  such  a  vertuous  personage  as  you  be,  he  might 
eschaunge  his  complexion  with  mine."  The  queeue  smiling, 
answered  him :  "  Although  the  king  be  of  more  delicate  and 
weaker  complexion  than  you  be,  yet  the  loue  that  he  bcareth  mee, 
doth  so  much  content  mee,  as  I  csteeme  tlie  same  aboue  all 
thinges  in  the  world."  The  gentleman  said  vnto  her:  "  Madame, 
if  it  were  bo,  I  woulde  take  no  pitie  vi>on  you,  for  1  know  wel 
that  the  honest  loue  of  your  hart,  would  ypld  vnto  you  great  con- 
tentment, if  the  like  were  to  be  found  in  the  king :  but  God  hath 
foreseene  and  preuented  the  same,  least  enioyinge  your  owne 
desire,  you  would  make  him  your  God  vppon  earth."  "  I  con- 
fease  vnto  you  (saide  the  queene)  that  the  loue  I  beare  him, 
is  so  great,  as  the  like  place  he  could  not  find  in  no  woman's 
hart,  as  he  doih  in  mine."  "  Pardon  me,  madame  (saide  llie  gen- 
tleman) if  I  speake  more  francklye,  your  grace  hatli  not  sounded 
the  depth  ofech  man's  harte.  For  1  dare  be  bold  to  say  vnto  you, 
tliat  1  do  know  one  that  doth  loue  you,  and  whose  loue  is  so  greati 
as  your  loue  in  respectc  of  his  is  notliiug.  And  for  so  much  as 
he  seeth  the  kinge's  loue  to  failc  in  yuu  his  doth  grow  and  in- 
crease,  in  such  sort,  that  if  your  loue  were  agreablc  vnto  his,  you 
should  be  recompensed  of  all  your  losses."  The  queene  aswel  by 
his  words  as  by  his  countenauucc,  began  to  perceiue,  that  the 
talke  proceded  from  the  bottom  of  his  hart,  and  called  to  her 
remembraunce  that  longtime  he  had  endeuorcd  to  do  her  scruicei 
with  such  anccciou,  as  for  loue  he  was  growen  to  be  melancolike, 
which  slie  thought  before,  to  rise  through  his  wiue's  occasion, 
but  now  shce  assuredly  beleued  lliat  it  was  for  her  sake.  And 
thus  the  force  of  loue,  which  is  well  discryed  when  it  is  not 
fayned,  made  her  sure  of  tliat,  which  was  vnknowen  to  all  the 
world.    And  beholding  the  gentleman  which  was  more  amiable 
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than  her  husband,  and  seing  that  he  was  forsaken  of  his  wife, 
as  she  of  the  liing,  pressed  wttli  despite  and  ialousie  of  her  hus- 
band, and  prauoked  with  loue  of  the  gentleman,  began  to  say 
with  finger  in  eye,  and  sighing  sobbs :  "  O  ray  God,  must 
vengeauace  get  and  win  that  at  my  liand,  which  loue  cannot 
doef'  The  gentleman  well  vnderstanding  her  meaning,  aun- 
sweared:  "  Madame^  vengeance  is  sweete  vnto  htm  wliich  in 
place  of  killingc  an  cnncmye,  giuptli  life  to  a  perfccte  freinde. 
I  thincke  it  time  that  trouth  doe  remoue  from  you  the  foolislie 
loue,  that  you  beare  to  him  which  loueth  you  not:  and  that  iust 
and  reasonable  loue  should  ex{>eU  from  you  the  fcarc,  which  out 
not  remaioe  in  a  noble  and  vertuous  hart.  But  now  madame, 
omittiuge  to  speake  of  the  grealnesse  of  your  estate^  let  vs 
consider  that  we  be  both  man  and  woman,  the  most  deceiucd 
of  the  world,  and  betrayed  of  them  which  we  liaue  most  dcarely 
loucd.  Let  vs  now  be  reueuged  (madame)  not  onely  lo  render 
vnto  tliem,  what  they  deserue,  but  lo  ^atisfiL'  the  loue  which  for 
my  part  I  can  no  longer  beare,  except  1  should  die.  And  1 
thincke,  that  if  your  harie  he  not  hardr-r  than  flinle,  or  diamoni, 
it  is  impossible  bui  you  must  perceiue  som  sparke  of  tier,  which 
increaseth  more  than  1  am  able  to  dissemble:  and  if  pittcofmc 
which  dieth  for  your  loue,  doth  not  moue  you  to  loue  mt.',  at  least 
wyse  let  loue  of  your  self  construine  you,  which  (being  so  perfect 
a  creature  as  you  be)  doth  desenie  to  enioy  the  hartcs  of  the 
noblest  and  most  vertuous  of  die  world.  Sufler  I  say,  the  con- 
tempt and  forsaking  of  him,  [to]  moue  you,  for  whom  you  haue 
disdayned  al  other  ^lersons.**  The  queeue  hearing  those  words,  was 
so  rauished,  as  for  feare  to  declare  by  her  countenauncc  the  trouble 
of  her  spirite,  leaning  vppon  the  gentleman's  arme,  went  into  a 
garden  hard  by  her  chamber,  where  she  walked  a  long  time  not 
able  lo  speake  a  woord.  Hut  the  gentleman  seing  her  balfe 
wonne,  when  he  was  at  the  ende  of  the  alley  where  none  could  see 
them,  hee  certified  her  by  effect,  the  loue  wliich  so  long  time  he 
kept  secrete  from  her.  And  both  with  one  consent  rcioyced  in 
reuenge,  whereof  the  passion  was  importable.  And  there  deter- 
mined, that  so  oft  as  hee  went  into  the  country,  and  the  king 
{rom  his  casteJl  into  the  citie,  he  should  retoume  to  the  castel 
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lo  see  the  quene.  Thus  deceyuing  the  deceynen,  all  foorc  were 
partakers  of  the  pleasure,  which  two  alone  thought  to  enioy.  The 
accord  made,  they  departed,  the  lady  to  her  chamber,  and  the 
gendeman  to  his  house,  with  sach  contcalacion,  as  they  had 
quite  forgotten  al  theyr  troubles  post.  And  the  feare  which  either 
of  them  had  of  the  assembly  of  the  king  and  of  the  gentlewoman, 
was  toumed  to  desire,  which  made  tlie  gentleman  to  go  more  oft 
then  he  was  wooie  to  doe  into  the  countrye,  being  not  past  halfc 
a  mite  of.  And  so  sone  as  the  king  knew  therof,  be  fayled  not  (o 
visite  his  lady,  and  the  gentleman  the  night  folowing  went  to  the 
castle  to  salute  tlie  queene,  to  do  the  office  of  the  kinge's  lieute- 
naunt,  so  secretly  as  no  man  did  perceiue  it.  This  yoyttgt 
endured  long  time,  but  the  king  because  he  was  a  publikc  person, 
could  not  so  well  dissemble  bis  louc,  but  all  the  worlde  did  vnder* 
itand  it,  and  all  men  pitied  the  gentleman's  state.  For  diuen 
light  persons  behinde  his  backe  would  make  homes  vnto  him, 
in  signe  of  mockerie,  which  he  right  well  pcrceyucd.  But  this 
mockerie  pleased  him  so  wel,  as  he  esteemed  his  homes  better 
then  the  king's  crowne.  The  king  and  the  gentleman's  wife  one 
day,  could  not  refraine  (beboldiug  a  stagge's  head  set  vp  in  the 
gentleman's  house)  from  breaking  into  a  laughter  before  his  face, 
saying,  how  that  head  became  the  house  very  well.  The  gentle* 
man  that  had  so  good  a  hart  as  he,  wrote  ouer  that  head  these 
words. 

Tkese  hornet  I  weare  and  bearefor  euery  man  lo  view, 
Bui  yet  I  weare  them  not  in  token  they  he  treu'. 
Hie  king  retourning  againe  to  the  gentleman's  house,  finding  this 
title  newlye  written,  demaunded  of  the  gentleman  the  aignificatioo 
of  them. 

Who  said  vnto  him : 

**  Ifprincesse  secret  things,  he  from  the  homed  hart  concealed^ 
Why  should  like  things  of  horned  beastes,  to  princes  be  rettetUd, 
But  content  your  self:  all  they  that  weare  homes  be  pardoned  to 
weare  their  capps  vpon  their  heads:  for  they  be  so  sweetc  and 
pleasaunt,  as  they  vncappe  no  man,  and  they  weare  them  so  light, 
as  they  thincke  they  haue  none  at  all."  The  king  knew  well  by 
his  wordes  that  he  smelled  something  of  his  doings,  bat  he  oeacr 


Tke  rathe  enterprise  of  a  geni/eman  against  a  princesse  of  FiauntUrSj 
and  of  the  shame  that  hee  receyved  thereof, 

Theke  was  in  FUanders  a  lady  of  aa  honorable  house,  which  bad 
two  husbands,  by  whom  shee  had  no  children  that  were  then 
liuioge.  Duringe  the  time  of  her  widowhoode  shee  dwelte  within 
one  of  her  brothers,  that  loued  her  ver>'  well,  which  was  a  nobte 
man,  and  had  moried  a  king's  doughter.  This  yong  prince  was 
mache  gioen  to  pleasure,  louiuge  huntinge,  pastime,  and  the 
company  of  fayre  ladyes,  accordingly  as  youth  ret^nireth.  He 
had  a  wyfe  that  was  curst  and  troublesome,  whom  the  delect*> 
tioQS  of  her  husband  in  no  wyse  did  contente  and  please :  where- 
fore this  noble  man  caused  his  sister  daily  to  keepe  company  with 
his  wite.  This  gentlewoman  his  sister  was  of  pleasaunt  conuersa- 
tion,  and  therewithal  very  honest  and  wyse.  There  was  in  the 
boose  of  this  noble  man,  a  gentleman  whose  worship,  beautye  and 
grace  did  surpa&se  all  the  rest  of  his  companions.  This  genilemaa 
perceyuiog  the  sister  of  his  lordc  and  maister  to  be  pleasaunte  and 
of  ioyfull  countenaunce,  thoughte  to  prouc  if  the  attempt  of  an 
honest  frende  would  be  vouclisaued,  but  he  foande  her  aunswcir 
to  be  contrary  to  her  countenaunce :  and  albeit  that  her  aim- 
swere  was  such  as  was  meete  for  a  princesse  and  right  boocM 
gentlewoman,  yet  because  she  perce\iied  him  to  be  a  goodhf 
personage,  and  curteous,  she  easily  pardoned  his  bold  sttcsnpc, 
and  seemed  that  she  toke  it  not  in  ill  part  when  be  spake  meo 
her.  Neuertlielesse  shee  warned  him,  after  that  time,  to  mooe  do 
such  matter,  which  he  promised,  because  he  would  not  k»e  his 
pleasure,  and  the  honour  that  hee  conceyued  to  entenaine  bef. 
Notwithstandinge,  by  processe  of  time  his  affection  increased  so 
much  as  he  forgot  the  promise  which  he  had  made  her,  wherefore 
he  thoughte  good  not  to  hazarde  his  enterprise  by  wordo,  fat 
that  hee  had  Lu  long  against  bis  wyll  experimented  her  wyse  aad 
discrete  aunsweares:  and  therewithal!  he  ihoagbt  if  he  oodil 
finde  her  in  some  conaeaient  place  (because  she  was  m  yoog 
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widow,  of  lustj*  yearcR  and  good  complexion)  it  were  possible  ahee 
wonlde  take  pitie  vppon  him,  and  of  herself.  And  that  he  might 
bring  liis  purpose;  to  effeete,  he  said  to  his  maister  that  he  had 
besides  his  owne  house  very  goodly  game,  and  tliat  if  it  pleased 
him  to  kill  three  or  foure  staggcs  in  the  moneth  of  May,  he  should 
see  very  good  pa-^time.  The  lord  aswcll  for  the  loue  hee  bare  to 
the  gentleman,  as  for  the  pleasure  he  bad  in  hunting,  graunted 
his  rec|ue!>t :  and  went  to  his  house,  which  was  so  faire  and  well 
furnished,  as  the  best  gentleman  in  all  the  counirey  had  no  better. 
The  gentleman  lodged  his  lord  and  lady  in  one  side  of  the  house, 
and  in  the  other  directly  against  it,  her  whome  he  loucd  belter 
than  himselfe.  The  chamber  where  his  maistres  laye,  was  so 
well  hanged  with  tapistrie,  and  so  trimely  matted,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  perceiae  a  falling  dore,  harde  by  the  bed's  side^ 
descending  to  his  mother's  chamber,  which  was  an  old  lady, 
muche  troubled  with  the  catarre  and  rume.  And  because  she 
had  a  cough,  fearing  to  disease  the  princesse  which  laye  aboue 
her,  she  chaunged  her  chamber  with  her  sonne.  And  euery  night 
the  olde  gentlewoman  brought  comficis  to  the  lady  for  her  recrea- 
tion, vf>on  whom  the  gentleman  wayted,  who  (for  that  he  was 
well  bcloQcd  and  very  iHmilier  with  her  brother)  was  not  refused 
to  be  present  at  her  rising  and  going  to  bedde.  Whereby  he 
daily  toke  occasion  to  increase  his  loue  and  affection :  in  snche 
sorte  as  one  night,  after  he  had  caused  the  lady  to  sit  vp  late, 
(she  being  surprised  with  sleepe)  he  was  forced  to  depart  the 
chamber,  and  to  repaire  to  his  own.  VVher  when  he  had  put  on 
the  most  brauest  perfumed  shirt  that  he  had,  and  his  cap  for  the 
night  so  trimmely  dressed,  as  there  wanted  nothing,  he  thought  in 
beholding  himself,  that  there  was  no  lady  in  the  world  that 
would  refuse  his  bcautie  and  comlinesse.  Wherefore  promising 
himselfe  a  happie  successe  in  his  enterprise,  hee  went  to  his  bed 
where  he  purposed  not  long  to  abide,  for  the  desire  that  he  bad  to 
enter  into  another,  whiche  should  be  more  honourable  and  plea- 
saunt  vnto  him.  And  after  he  had  sent  his  men  away,  he  rose  to 
shut  the  dore  after  them,  and  liearkened  a  good  while,  whether  he 
could  hearc  any  noyse  in  the  ladie's  cliamber  aboue.  And  when 
he  was  sure  that  euery  man  was  at  rest,  he  began  to  take  hjs 
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pleftsaant  ioamey,  aod  by  litle  and  litle  opeoed  ifae  fiiQtDg  dore, 
whicfae  was  so  well  tiiiiuned  wiih  cloth,  that  U  aude  no  noyvt  at 
all,  and  irent  vp  to  the  ladie's  bed  side,  which  then  wai  in  bei  fint 
deepe,  and  without  respecte  of  the  bonde  and  praouie  that  be 
made  Tuto  het,  or  the  booorabie  house  wherof  the  came,  with- 
out leaue  or  reaerence,  be  laid  himselfe  down  besides  ber,  who 
felc  btm  betwene  ber  aimes  before  she  pctcciiied  his  ootnmiag. 
Bot  she  which  was  somewhat  strong,  vnfolded  her  self  oat  of  hit 
bandes,  and  in  asking  him  what  be  was,  began  to  strike,  to  bite 
9ad  acnuche,  in  snche  wyse,  as  be  was  ooosinuDed  (for  teaK  least 
ibe  should  cTje  out)  to  stoppe  ber  mouth  with  the  conerieft,  wbidi 
was  impossible  for  him  to  do.  For  when  she  sawe  him  to  prose 
with  aU  his  force  to  despoyle  ber  of  her  hoDor,  she  apnred  no 
part  of  her  might  to  defende  and  kepe  her  sdfc,  and  called  (so 
loode  as  she  conJd)  ber  woman  of  honor,  that  laje  in  her  chamber, 
whidie  was  a  very  anocient  and  sober  genilewomao,  who  in  hcc 
smcxk,  ran  straight  to  ber  maistiesse.  And  when  the  gentleman  per- 
ceined  that  bee  was  discooered,  bee  was  so  fesrfull  to  be  knoweu  of 
the  ladje,as  sone  as  he  covldbeeshiAedhhBsdfdown  by  his  tnpdoie. 
And  where  before  be  cooccined  bcye  aod  aasuraunce  to  beuaJmnw!, 
now  he  was  broaght  in  despaire  for  retourning  in  so  mhappj  state* 
AVbcn  be  was  in  bis  chamber,  he  found  hts  glasse  and  candle 
rpoa  the  tahlt,  and  beholding  bis  foce  nllblottdy  with  the  scnich- 
ings  and  bitinges,  whicbe  sbee  bad  bestowed  rpon  him,  the  blond 
whenf  ran  down  his  fayic  shyrt,  better  bloodied  then  gilted,  he 
began  to  make  hts  moooe  in  this  wise:  "  O  beautJc^  than  art 
aowe  payed  thy  desert,  for  vppon  thy  vayne  ptombe  haoe  i  ad- 
nentoreda  thing  impossible.  And  that  which  might  hane  bene 
ibc  angraeoting  of  my  delight  is  nowe  the  redoubling  of  my 
sorowe.  Being  assured  that  if  she  knewe  hove  oontnry  to  my 
|RMuae  I  hane  enieipfised  this  fodiibe  fiurt,  I  sbooU  vueriy  lor* 
gne  ifae  honest  and  ooookio  coonoMtaaa  whicfae  1  banc  wi^  her 
abone  al  other.  That  which  my  fsrinwrion,  beaatie  and  good 
behantoor  doe  deserae;,  I  ought  not  to  brde  in  darkcneaae.  To 
game  her  lone,  I  ought  not  u>  bane  assayed  her  chast  bodye  fay 
force,  but  rather  by  aernioe  and  hanUe  pacinnce,  to  wayte  aad 
atMnd  till  kme  did  TUDoaiihe.    For  without  loue  all  the  Tcrtne  and 
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puissaace  of  man  is  of  no  power  and  force."  Euen  thus  he  passed 
the  night  in  such  teares,  grtefes  and  plaintes,  as  can  not  be  well  re- 
ported and  vttered.  In  the  morning,  when  he  beheld  his  bloudy 
face  all  mangled  and  torae,  he  fained  to  be  very  sicke,  and  that 
he  could  abide  no  light,  til  the  company  were  gone  from  his  house. 
The  lady  whtche  thus  remained  victorious,  knowing  that  there  was 
no  man  in  all  her  brother's  court,  that  durst  attempt  a  dcede  so 
wicked,  but  her  hoste  which  was  so  bolde  to  declare  his  loue  vnto 
her,  knew  well  that  it  was  he.  And  when  she  mid  her  woman  of 
honour  had  searched  all  the  comers  of  the  chamber  to  kuowe  what 
he  was,  and  could  not  finde  hym,  she  sayd  vnto  her  woman  in  great 
rage:  "  Assure  your  seife  it  can  be  none  other,  but  the  gentle- 
man of  the  house,  whose  vitlanous  order  I  wyll  reueale  to  mv  bro- 
ther in  the  morning,  in  such  sorte,  as  his  bead  shalbe  a  witnesse 
and  testimony  of  my  chastitie."  Her  woman  seing  her  in  that 
furie,  sayd  vnto  her :  "  Madame,  I  am  right  gtad  to  see  the  loue 
and  affcctiou  which  youbeare  to  your  honar,fortheincrea?ewherof 
you  doe  not  spare  ilie  life  of  one,  which  hath  aducntured  himscJfe 
so  muche  for  the  loue  that  hec  bearcth  vnto  you.  But  many  times 
inch  one  thinkeih  by  those  meanes  to  increase  loue,  which  altoge- 
ther he  doth  diminishe.  Wherefore  (Madame)  1  humbly  bcseche 
you  to  tell  me  the  truthe  of  this  facte.'*  And  when  the  ladle  liad 
recompted  the  same  at  lengihe,  the  woman  of  honour  sayd  vnto 
her:  "  Vour  grace  doth  say  that  he  got  no  other  thync;  of  you, 
but  scratches  and  blowes  with  your  fistes."  "  No,  1  assure  you 
(quod  the  ladie)  and  1  am  certaine  if  hee  gette  hym  not  a  good 
surgeon,  the  markes  will  be  seene  to  morowe."  "  Wei  Madame 
(quod  the  gentlewoman)  sithens  it  is  so,  me  ihinketh  you  haue 
greater  occasion  to  prayse  God,  then  to  muse  vpon  reuenge:  For 
you  may  beleue,  that  sithens  he  had  the  courage  to  enterprise  so 
great  an  exploit,  and  that  despite  iiath  failed  him  of  his  purpose, 
you  can  deuise  no  greater  death  for  him  to  suffer,  then  the  same. 
If  you  desire  to  be  rcuengcd,  let  loue  and  sliame  alone  bring  that 
to  passo,  who  knowc  better  which  way  to  tormcnte  him  than  your 
selfe,  and  with  greater  honor  to  your  persone.  Take  heede  Ma- 
dame from  falling  into  such  inconuenicnce  as  he  is  in,  for  in 
place  of  great  pleasure  whiche  he  thought  to  haue  gayaed,  he  hath 
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rcceiued  the  extremest  anoywice,  thai  any  geniieman  can  suflen 
And  yoo  Madame,  by  thlakiug  tu  augineut  your  houor^  you  may 
decrease  and  diminish  the  same.  And  by  making  complaint,  yon 
shal  cause  that  to  be  kuowen,  which  no  man  knoweth.  For  of 
his  part  (you  may  be  assured)  there  shall  ncuer  be  any  thing  re- 
uealed.  And  when  my  lorde  your  brother  at  your  requests,  sh&U 
execute  the  iustice  which  you  desire,  and  that  the  poore  gentlcmaD 
shal  be  ready  to  die,  the  brute  will  runne  that  he  hath  had  his 
pleasure  vpon  you.  And  tlie  greatest  numbre  will  say,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  for  a  gentleman  to  doe  suche  an  enterprise,  except 
the  lady  minister  some  great  occasion.  Your  grace  is  faire  and 
yoDg,  frequenting  your  life  in  plpa^ant  company,  tliere  is  aone  in 
all  the  court,  but  sccth  and  marketh  the  good  countenauncc  you 
beare  to  that  gentleman,  whereof  your  selfe  hath  some  suspicion: 
which  wilt  make  euery  man  suppose  that  if  he  hath  done  this  entep- 
prise,  it  was  not  witliout  some  consent  from  you.  And  your  honor 
which  hctherto  hath  borne  your  port  a  loft,  shall  be  disputed  vpon 
ill  all  fplaces  where  this  historie  shall  be  remembred."  The  prin- 
cesse  well  waying  the  good  reasons  and  aduise  of  her  gentlewoman, 
knewe  that  she  spake  the  truthe :  and  that  by  mosie  iust  cause  she 
should  be  blamed :  considering  the  familiarJtie  and  good  coun- 
tenauncc whicii  dayly  she  bare  vnto  the  gentleman.  Wherefore ^ 
she  inquired  of  her  woman  of  honour,  what  was  beste  to  bee  dooe« 
Who  aunswcred  her  thus.  "  Madame,  sith  it  plcaseth  you  to  rc- 
ceiue  mine  aduise,  by  waying  the  affection  whereof  it  procedetb, 
me  thinke  you  ought  in  your  hart  to  reioyce,  that  the  goodliest, 
and  moste  curteous  gentleman  that  liueth,  could  neither  by  )oue, 
or  force,  dispoile  you  of  your  greatest  vertue  and  chastitie.  For 
which  (Madame)  you  are  boundc  to  humble  your  selfe  before  God, 
acknowledging  that  it  is  not  done  by  your  vertue^  bicanw  many 
women  wallcing  in  more  puineful  and  more  vnpleasaunt  trade  then 
you  do,  hauc  humiliated  and  brought  low  by  men  farre  more  vn- 
worthy  of  loue,  then  he  which  loueth  you.  And  ye  ought  now 
to  feare  more  then  euer  you  did,  to  vse  any  semblance  and  take  of 
amitie,  bicause  there  haue  bene  many  that  haue  falJen  the  second 
time  into  duungers  and  perils,  which  they  haue  auoyded  at  the 
first.     Remember  (Madame)  that  loue  is  blind,  who  blaseth  mens 
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eyes  in  such  sort,  as  where  a  man  thinketh  the  waye  moste  sure, 
thcr  he  is  most  readie  to  fal.  And  I  suppose  Madame,  thai  you 
ought  not  to  seme  to  be  priuic  of  this  chaunce,  neither  to  him,  ne 
yet  to  any  els,  and  when  he  remembreth  anye  thing  to  you,  doe 
make  OS  though  you  did  not  vnderstande  his  meaning,  to  auoyde 
twoo  daungers.  The  one  of  vaine  glorie  for  the  viciorie  you  haue 
had,  the  other  to  take  pleasure  in  remembring  things,  that  be  so 
pleasaunt  to  the  flesh,  which  the  most  chaste  haue  had  much  a  do 
to  defend  theimselues  fromfeling  some  sparkes,  although  they  seke 
meancs  to  shunne  and  auoyde  them  with  all  their  possible  [>ower. 
Moreouer,  Madame,  to  thende  that  he  thinke  not  by  suchehazard  and 
enterprise  to  haue  done  a  thing  agrcable  to  yoiu*  minde,  my  coun- 
sel! is,  that  by  litle  and  litlc,  you  doe  make  your  selfe  straunge,  and 
vse  no  more  your  wonted  grace  vnto  him,  that  he  may  know  how 
much  you  despise  his  folly  and  consider  how  great  your  goodnesse 
is,  by  contenting  3'our  self  with  the  victory  which  God  hath  geuen 
you,  without  seeking  any  further  vltion  or  reuengemcni.  And  God 
graunt  you  grace  (Madame)  to  continue  that  honcstic  whiche  hee 
bath  planted  in  your  hart,  and  by  acknowledging  thut  all  goodnesse 
proccdeili  from  him,  you  may  loue  him  and  serue  him,  better  than 
euer  ye  did/'  Theprincesse  determined  tocredite  thecounsayle  of 
her  gentlewoman,  slepte  with  so  great  ioye  as  the  poore  gentleman 
waked  with  sorrow.  On  the  morrow  the  noble  man  ready  to  de- 
part, asked  for  his  boste,  vnto  whom  answere  was  made  ttini  lie 
was  so  sickc,  as  he  could  not  abide  tlie  light,  or  endure  to  heare 
one  speakc.  Wherof  the  prince  was  sore  abashed,  and  would  haue 
visited  him,  but  that  it  was  tolde  him  he  was  a  slepe,  and  was  very 
loth  to  wake  him.  Wherefore  without  bidding  him  farewell,  he 
departed,  taking  with  him  his  wife  and  sister,  who  hearing  the 
excuse  of  tlie  gentleman,  that  would  not  see  the  prince,  nor  yet 
his  companie,  at  their  departure,  was  persuaded  that  it  was  he, 
that  had  done  her  al  that  torment,  and  durst  not  shew  the  markea 
which  she  had  signed  In  his  face.  And  although  his  maister  did 
sende  oftimes  for  him  yet  came  he  not  to  the  court,  vntill  he  was 
healed  of  his  woundes,  except  that  whiche  loue  and  despite  had 
made  in  his  harte.  When  he  came  to  the  courteand  appeared  be- 
fore his  victorious  enemie,  he  blushed  for  shame  of  his  ouer  throwe. 
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And  be  which  was  the  stoutest  of  all  ibecoinpanj  was  so  astonned 

Q&  many  times  being  iu  her  presence,  hee  couJd  not  tell  which  iray 

to  loke  or  tourae  his  face,     Wherfore  she  was  assured  ihai  her 

iUBpicion  was  cerTatn  and  true,  by  lide  and   litle  estraunging  her 

sfcif  from   him,  but  it  waa  not  done  bo  sleigbtly  or  politikely 

but  iliat  be  perceiued  it  well  enough,  and  yet  he  durst 

make  no  semblaunce^  for  feare  of  worse  aduenturc. 

Nolwilhstnnding  be  conserued  both  Joue  ia  his 

hart,  and  paclence  in  his  minde,  for  the 

losse  of  his  ladie'a  ^uourj  which  he 

had  right  well  deserued. 


\s  the  coantic  of  Arandc,  in  Aragon,  a  region  in  Spaiae,  there 
was  a  ladie  whicbc  in  the  best  time  of  her  youth,  continued  the 
widow  of  the  earle  of  Araude,  with  one  sonne,  aiid  one  daughter, 
caJled  Florinda,  The  sayde  lady  brought  vp  her  children  in  all 
verlue  and  honestie,  mectc  and  conuenable  for  lordes  and  gentle- 
men, in  such  sorte,  as  her  house  was  renowmed  to  be  one  of  the 
most  honorable  in  all  the  region  of  Spaine.  Many  times  she  re- 
paired to  Tolledo,  whore  the  kinge  of  Spaine  helde  his  court,  and 
when  she  came  to  Sarragosa,  which  was  horde  adioyning  to  the 
courts  she  continued  long  with  the  queeue,  and  in  the  courte, 
where  she  was  liad  in  so  good  estimation  us  any  lady  might  be. 
Vpon  a  time  going  towardes  the  king,  according  to  her  cuatome, 
which  was  at  Sarragosa^  in  his  castle  of  laffcrie,  this  lady  passed 
by  a  village  that  belonged  to  the  viceroy  of  Catalongne,  who  still 
continued  vppon  the  frontiers  of  Parpignon,  for  the  great  warres 
that  were  betwenc  the  Frencbe  king  and  him.  Howebeit,  at  that 
time  peace  being  concluded,  the  viceroy  with  all  his  captaines 
were  come  to  do  reuerence  to  the  king.  The  viceroy  knowing 
that  the  countesse  of  Arrande  did  passe  through  his  countrie,  went 
to  mete  her,  as  well  for  auncient  amitie,  as  for  the  honor  he  bare 
vnto  her  being  allied  to  the  kyng.  Nowe  this  viceroy  had  in  his 
companye  diuers  honest  gentlemen,  whiche  through  the  frcquen- 
tation  and  continuance  of  the  long  warres,  had  gotten  suchc 
honour  and  fame,  as  enery  man  that  might  see  them  and  behold 
them  did  accompt  them  selues  happy.  But  amonges  all  other, 
there  was  one  called  Amadourj  who  although  he  was  but  xvixi. 
or  XIX.  yeares  of  age,  yet  he  had  such  an  assured  grace  and  witte 
so  excellent,  as  he  was  demed  amongs  a  thousand  pcrsones  wor- 
thy to  haue  the  goucrnement  of  a  common  wealth,  whiche  good 
witte  waH  coupled  with  marucllous  naturall  beautie,  so  that  there 
vou.  I,  3  E 
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was  no  eye,  but  did  content  it  self  cftsoncs   to   boholde  liym. 
And  this  beautic   so   exquisite,  was   assoeiated   with  wonderfull 
eloquence,  us  doubtful!  to  say,  ^vtictlier  merited  greatest  liunor, 
either  hia  grace  and  beautie,  or  his  excellent  tongue.     But  tbatj 
which  brought  him  into  best  reputation,  was  his  great  hardinesse, 
whereof  the  common  reporte  and  brute  was  nothing  impeached 
or  staled  for  all  his  youth.     For  in  so  many  places  he  shewed  his4 
chiualrie,  as  not  only  Spain  but  Fraunce  and  Itolie,  did  singularljrj 
commend  and  set  forth  his  vertue :    bicnuse  in  all   tbe  wanetl 
wherin  he  was  present,  he  neuer  spared  bim  self  for  any  daunger.i 
And  when  his  countrie  was  in  peace  and  quiet,  he  sougtit  to  seme ' 
in  straunge  places,  being  loued  and  eslemed  both  of  his  frende* 
and  enemies.     This  gentleman  for  the  loue  of  his  cnptaine  wa»< 
come  into  that  countrey,  where  was  arriued   the  countesse  of 
Arande,  and   in  beholding   the  beautic  and  good  grace  of  bcr 
daughter,  which  was  not  then  past  xit.  yeres  of  age,  he  thought] 
that  she  w.is  the  fairest  and  most  vertuous  personage  lliat  cuer  he 
sawe:  and  that  if  he  could  obtainc  her  good  will,  he  should  be  so 
well  satisfied  as  if  he  had  gained  all  the  goods  and  pleasures  of  the 
worlde.     And  after  he  had  a  good  whyle  viewed  her,  for  all  the 
tmpossibilitie  that  reason  could  deuise  to  the  contrary,  he  deter- 
mined to  loue  her,  although  some  occasion  of  that   impos>^ihili[ie 
might  ryse  through  the  grejitnesse  of  the  house  whcrof  she  came, 
and  for  want  of  age  which  was  not  able  as  yet  to  vndersiande  the 
passions  of  loue.     But  against  the  fcarc   thereof  he  was  annodj 
with  good   hope,  persuading   himselfe,   that  time   and    {>aiieace 
would  bring  happie  ende  to  his  trauayle :  and   from   that   time 
gentle  loue  whiche  without  any  other  occasion  than  by  his  own 
force  was  cntred  the  harte  of  Amadour,  promised  bim  fauour  and 
heipe  by  all  meanes  possible  to  attaine  the  same.     And  to  protiide 
for  the  greatest  difticultie,  which  was   the  farre  distance  of  I 
countrie  wher  he  dwelt,  and  tlie  small  occasion  that  he  had  there* 
by  any  more  to  sec  IHorinda,  he  thought  to  marry  against  his 
determination  made  with  the  ladies  of  Barselone  and   Parpigno 
amonges  whom  he  was  so  couuersoni  by  reason  of  tlic  warres,: 
he  semed  rather  to  be  a  Cathelan,   than  a  Casdllan,  altbougili 
be  wer  borne  by  ToUede,  of  a  richc  and  honourable  homse,  yet 
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bicause  he  was  a  yongcr  brother,  he  inioyed  no  great  patrimoaie 
or  rcuenuc.  Notwithstandiog^  louc  and  fortuae  scid!^  him  forsiiken 
of  his  porcntrs,  determined  tu  accouipJi^ihe  some  uotubte  expU»yt 
ID  him,  and  gauc  him  (by  mcanes  of  his  vertue)  that  which  the 
lawes  of  his  couotroy  refused  to  gciie.  He  liad  good  experience 
in  faclos  of  warre,  and  was  so  well  beloued  of  al  princes  and 
rulers,  as  he  refused  many  times  tlieir  goodes,  being  resolued 
not  to  care  or  esteme  the  benefiies  of  foriiioc.  The  countesse 
of  w home  1  spake,  arriued  thus  at  Saragossa,  was  very  well  inler- 
tained  of  the  king,  and  of  his  whole  court.  The  gouernour  of 
Catalogne,  many  times  came  thither  to  visite  her,  whom  Amadour 
oeuer  failed  to  accompany,  fur  the  onely  pleasure  he  had  to  lalke 
with  Florinda:  and  to  make  himselfe  to  be  knowen  in  the 
company,  hee  went  to  Aucnturadc,  whiche  was  the  daughter  of  aa 
old  knight  that  dwell  hard  by  the  house,  whiclie  from  her  youth 
was  brought  vp  with  Florinda,  in  such  familiar  sortc,  as  she  knewe 
all  the  secrets  of  lier  harte.  Amadour,  as  well  for  the  honestie 
that  he  found  in  her,  as  for  the  liuing  of  iii.m.  ducates  by  the 
yeare  which  she  should  haue  wittt  her  in  mariage,  determined  to 
geue  her  such  intcrtaigoement,  as  one  that  was  disposed  to  marry 
her.  AVherunto  the  gentlewoman  did  willingly  recline  her  eare: 
and  bicause  he  was  poore,  and  the  father  of  the  damosell  rich, 
she  thought  tliat  her  fiiilier  would  ueuer  accorde  to  the  mariage, 
except  it  were  by  mcanes  of  the  couulesse  of  Arandc.  \Murupon 
she  went  to  madarac  IHorinda,  and  saide  vnto  her:  "  Madame, 
you  see  this  Castillan  gentleman,  which  so  oftentimes  talketh  with 
me,  1  doc  beleue  that  his  pretence  is  to  marry  me:  you  do  know 
what  a  father  I  haue,  who  will  ncuer  gcueliis  consent,  if  he  be  not 
persuaded  therunto  by  my  lady  your  mother  and  you."  Florinda 
which  loued  the  damosell  as  her  selfe,  assured  her  that  sliee  would 
take  vpon  her  to  bring  that  matter  to  passe,  with  so  earnest  tra- 
oaile  as  if  the  case  were  her  own.  Thea  Aucnturade  brought 
Amadour  before  Florinda,  who  after  he  had  saluted  her,  was  like 
to  fall  in  a  sowne  for  ioy,  and  although  he  were  compted  the  moste 
eloquent  pcrsone  of  Spaiue,  yet  was  he  now  become  mute  and 
dumb  before  Florinda,  whcral  she  marudied  much:  for  albeit  she 
was  but  xii.yeares  of  age,  yet  she  vnderstode  that  there  was  no 
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man  in  Spaine  that  had  a  better  tongue,  or  a  more  conuenable 
grace  than  he.  And  seing  that  lie  said  nothing  vnto  her,  »be 
■ptke  vnto  him  in  this  wise:  **  The  lame  which  is  bruted  of  you 
(sir  Amadour)  tliroughout  the  whole  countrie  of  Spaine,  is  such  as 
it  maketb  you  knowen  and  estenied  in  this  company,  and  giuetb 
desire  and  occasion  to  those  that  know  you,  to  imploy  them- 
selucs  to  do  you  pleasure;  wherefore  if  there  be  any  thing  wherio 
I  ma}'  gratifie  you,  vse  me  1  besech  you."  Amadour  that  gased 
vpon  the  bcautie  of  that  lady,  was  rapt  and  surprised,  not  well  able 
to  render  thankes  vnto  her.  And  although  Floriuda  maraelled  to 
see  him  without  aunswere,  yet  she  imputed  it  rather  to  bashfulncflse 
than  to  any  force  of  loue,  and  departed  without  further  talkc. 
Amadour  knowing  the  vertue  which  in  so  tender  yeores  began  to 
appeare  in  Florinda,  saide  vnto  her  whome  he  purposed  to  marrr: 
"  Doe  not  maruell,  though  my  speache  doe  fayle  before  madame 
Florinda,  for  the  vertues  and  discretion,  hidden  in  that  yongc 
personage,  did  so  amase  mee,  as  I  wiste  not  what  to  saye  :  but  f 
praye  you  Auenturade  (quod  he)  who  knowelh  all  ber  secretes,  to 
tell  me,  if  it  be  otherwyse  possible,  but  that  she  hath  the  barte  of 
all  the  lordes  and  gentlemen  of  the  court :  for  they  which  know 
ber  and  doe  not  loue  her,  be  stones,  or  beastes."  Auenturade 
whiche  then  loucd  Amadour  more  than  all  the  men  in  the  worlde, 
and  would  conceale  nothing  from  him,  said  vnto  him  :  that  Ma- 
dame Flurlnda  was  generally  beloued :  but  for  the  customc  of 
the  countrie,  fcwe  men  did  spcake  vnto  her.  "  And  (qaod  sbc) 
as  yet  I  se  none  that  make  any  semblance  of  loue  \*nto  ber, 
but  two  young  princes  of  Spaine,  which  desire  to  many  her, 
whereof  the  one  is  the  sonne  of  the  infant  Fortune,  and  the 
other  of  tlie  duke  of  Cadouce."  **  I  praj'e  you  then  (quod  Ama- 
dour) to  tell  rae  which  of  them  as  you  ihinke,  doth  loue  her  best." 
"  She  is  80  wise"  said  Auenturade,  "  that  she  wil  confesse  or 
grannt  her  loue  to  none,  but  to  such  as  her  mother  pleaseili.  Bg 
yet  so  far  as  we  can  iudge  she  fauouretb  muchc  better  the  soar 
of  the  infant  Fortune,  than  the  duke  of  Cadouce:  and  for  lliat  I 
take  you  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgement,  this  day  you  shall  haus- 
occasion  to  consider  the  truth  :  for  the  sonne  of  the  infant  Fortoa 
is  brought  vp  in  court,  and  is  one  of  tlie  goodhest  and  perfectesc 


yong  gentlemen  in  al  christcndome :  and  if  the  mariage  do  pro- 
cede,  according  to  our  opinion,  which  be  her  women,  he  shalbe 
assured  to  haue  madame  Florinda:  and  then  shalbe  ioyned 
together  the  goodliest  couple  in  the  world.  And  you  must  vnder- 
stand,  that  although  they  be  both  very  yong,  she  of  xii.  yeares 
of  age,  and  he  of  xv.  yet  is  there  three  yeares  past  since  their  loue 
first  began:  and  if  you  be  disposed  aboue  other  to  obtaine  her 
fauour,  mine  aduisc  is,  that  ye  become  friend  and  seniaunt  vnto 
him.*'  Amadour  was  very  ioyfull  to  heare  tell  that  his  lady 
loued  some  man,  trusting  that  in  tyme  he  should  wyone  the 
place^  not  of  husbaude,  but  of  seruaunt:  for  he  feared  nothing 
at  all  of  her  vertue,  but  a  lacke  of  disposition  to  lone.  And  after 
this  commimication,  Amadour  bent  himselfe  to  haunt  the  societie 
of  the  Sonne  of  the  infant  Fortune,  whose  good  will  he  sone 
recouered,  for  all  the  pastimes  whiche  the  yong  prince  loued, 
Amadour  could  doe  right  well :  and  aboue  other,  he  was  very 
cunning  in  riding  of  horsses,  and  in  handling  al  kindes  of  armes 
and  weapons,  and  in  all  other  pastimes  and  games  mectc  for  a  yong 
gentleman.  Warres  began  in  Languedoc,  and  Amadour  was 
forced  to  retire  with  the  gouemour,  to  his  great  sorrowe  and  grief, 
for  he  had  there  no  meane  to  retume  to  the  place  where  he 
might  se  Florinda.  For  which  cause  he  spake  to  his  owne  bro- 
ther, whiche  was  steward  of  the  king  of  Spainc's  houshold,  and 
declared  vnto  hira  what  courtesie  he  had  found  in  the  house  of  the 
connlesse  of  Arandc,  and  of  the  damosel  Auenturade:  praying 
him  that  in  his  absence  he  would  do  his  indeuour,  that  the  manage 
might  proccede,  and  that  he  would  obtaine  for  him  the  credit  and 
good  opinion  of  the  king  and  quceue,  and  of  al  his  friendcs.  The 
gentleman  which  loued  his  brother,  as  well  by  nature's  instigation, 
as  for  his  great  vertues,  promised  him  his  crauailc  and  iiidustrie 
to  tlie  vttcrmosCe.  Which  he  did  in  such  wise  as  the  old  man  her 
father,  nowe  forgetting  other  naiurall  respect,  began  to  morke 
and  beholde  the  vertues  of  Amadour,  which  the  countcsae  of 
Arande,  and  specially  faire  Florinda,  painted  and  set  foorth 
vnto  him,  and  likewyse  the  yong  earle  of  Arande  whiche  increased 
in  yeares,  and  thercwithall  in  loue  of  those  that  were  vertuoos, 
and  geuen  to  honest  exercise.    And  when  the  mariage  was  agreed 
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bctweene  the  parentes,  the  said  steward  sent  for  his  brother  whilevC 
the  truce  endured  becwene  the  two  kings.     About  this  lime,  ibe  . 
king  of  Spain  retired  to  Madric,  to  anoyd  the  euil  aire  that  wu  in^ 
many    places,  where    by    the  aduise  of  diuera   of  his  coun&eil, 
and   at  tlie   request  of  the  couotesse   of  Aiande,    he    made    a 
mariage  betwene  the  yong  duchesse  the  heire  of  Medina  Cell,  and^ 
toe   yong    earle   of  Arande,   as   wel   for   the    vnion    of  their 
house,  as  aJso  for  the  lone  he  bare  to  the  said  conntesse.    And 
this  mariage  was  celebrated  in  the  castell   of  Madric,  where-^ 
unto  repaired  Amadour,  who  so  well   obtained  his  suite,  as  he 
maried  her,  of  whom  he  was  muchc  better  bcloucd,  than  his  smat 
louc   toward   her  descrued,  sauing   that  it  was  a  eouertare  and] 
meancs  for  him  to  frequent  the  place  where  bis  mindc  and  dcligfatl 
incessantly  remained :  after  he  was  marled,  he  became   well  ac- 
quainted and  familiar  in  the  house  of  the  countessc,  so  tliat  he  was 
so  conuersaunt  amonges  the  ladies,  as  if  he  had   bene  a  woman: 
and  although  hce  was  then  but  xxii.  yeares  of  age,   he   wiis  soj 
wise  and  gruue,as  tlie  countesse  imparted  vnto  him  all  her  aifaires^f^ 
commaunding  hersonneand  daughter  to  intertaync  him,  and  to 
credite  all  thinges  wherein  hee  gauc  counsell.     Hauing  wonoe 
this  great  estimation,  he  bebaued  him  selfe  so  wyse  and  pohtike, 
that  euen  the  partie  whiche  he  loued  knewe  no  parte  of  his  affe 
lion:  but  by  reason  of  the  loue  tliat  Florinda  bare  to  the  wife  i 
Amadour,whome  shee  loued  more  tlum  any  other  woman,  she  wi 
so  familiar  with  him,  as  shee  dissembled  no  part  of  her  tlionght, 
declaring  vnto  him  all  the  loue  that  she  bare  tlie  sonnc  of  the 
infiint  Fortune:  and  he  that  desired   nothing  more  thjm  throughly 
to  winnc  her,  ceassed  not  from  continuance  of  laJke,  not  cariog 
whereof  he  spake,  so  tliat  he  might  hold  her  with  long  discoorse: 
Amaduur  liad  not  after  his  mariage  continued  a  moneth  in  that 
companie,  but  was  constrained  to  retire  to  the  warrcs,  where  be 
continued  more  than  twoo  yeares,  without  rctoume  to  see  his  wif!^^ 
who  still  abode  in  the  place  where  she  was  brought  vp.     During 
the  time,   Amadour   wrote  many  letters  vnto  his  wife,   but  die 
chielest  substance  therof  consisted  in  commendations  to  Florindiy 
who  for  her  part  failed  not  to  render  like  vnto  him,  many  ttme$i 
writing  some  pretie  worde  or  posie  with  her  own  hand,  in  the 
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letter  of  Auenturade.  Which  made  her  husband  Amadoor 
diligent  many  times  to  write  again  vuto  her,  but  in  al  this  doing 
Florinda  concciucd  nothing,  but  that  he  louod  her  widi  such  hke 
loue  as  the  brother  oweth  to  the  sister.  Many  limes  Amadour 
went  and  came,  but  in  the  space  of  fiue  yeares  he  neuer  sawe 
Florinda  twoo  monethes  together:  notwithstanding,  K^ue  in  des- 
pite of  their  distaunce  and  long  absence,  ceassed  not  to  increase: 
and  it  cliaunced  that  bee  made  a  voyage  home  lo  see  his  wvfe, 
and  founde  the  countesse  farre  from  the  court,  bicause  the  kyng 
of  Spain  was  done  to  Vandelousie,  and  had  taken  with  him  the 
yong  earle  of  Arande,  whiche  tlien  began  to  here  annes.  Tlie 
countesse  was  retired  to  a  house  of  pleasure,  whiche  shee  had  vpon 
the  frontiers  of  Arragon  and  Nauarre,  and  was  right  ioyfull  when 
fthee  see  Amadour,  who  almoste  three  yeares  had  bene  absent* 
He  was  very  well  receiucd  of  euery  man»  and  the  countesse  com- 
maunded  that  he  should  be  vscd  and  intreated  as  her  owne  sonne. 
During  the  time  that  he  sojourned  with  her,  she  communicated 
vnto  hym  all  the  atfaires  of  her  house,  and  committed  tlie  greatest 
trust  thereof  to  his  discretion,  who  wan  sucli  credite  in  the  house 
as  in  ail  places  where  he  liste,  the  dorcs  were  opened  vnio  him: 
whose  wysedome  and  good  behauiour  made  him  to  be  estemed 
like  a  sainct  oraungell.  Florinda,  for  the  loue  and  good  wyll  she 
b^ire  vnto  his  wyfc  and  hym,  made  muche  of  him  in  all  places  where 
she  sawe  him  :  and  iherfore  tookc  no  hede  vnto  his  countcnaunce, 
for  that  her  hart  as  yet  felt  no  passion,  but  a  certen  contentation 
in  her  seU'e,  when  she  was  in  the  presence  of  Amadour,  and  of 
any  other  thing  she  thought  not.  Amadour  to  auoyde  the  iudge- 
ment  of  them  that  haue  proued  the  difference  of  loners  counte- 
naunces,  was  very  ware  and  circnmspecl:  for  when  Florinda  came 
to  speake  vnto  hym  secretly  (lyke  one  that  thought  no  hurt)  the 
licr  hydden  in  his  broste,  burned  so  sore,  as  he  could  not  staye 
the  blushyng  colour  of  his  face,  nor  the  sparkes  whiche  flewo 
out  of  his  eyes:  and  to  the  intent,  that  tlirough  long  frequen- 
tation,  none  might  espie  tlie  same,  he  intertaigncd  a  very 
fayrc  ladye  called  Paulina,  a  woman  in  his  tyme  accompted  so 
fayrc,  as  fcwe  men  whiche  bchelde  her,  coulde  escape  her  bondes. 
This  ladye  Paulina  vnderstaoding  howe  Amadour  vsed  bis  )ou& 
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at  B«nelone  and  Parpignon,  and  how  he  was  bclooed  of  the  fajreat 
ladies  of  the  countrie,  and  uhoue  oil  of  the  couotesiie  of  Palamons, 
whiche  in  beautie  was  prvsed  to  be  the  fayrest  in  all  Spayne,  and 
of  many  other,  sayde  vnto  hym:  "  That  shec  had  great  pitie  of 
hym,  for  that  after  somanye  good  fortunes,  be  had  married  a  wyfe 
so  foule  and  deformed/*  Amadooi  vnderstanding  well  by  tho&c 
woordes,  that  she  had  desyre  to  remedy  her  owne  necessitic,  vscd 
the  best  maner  he  coulde  deuise,  to  the  intent  that  in  makyng  her 
bcleuc  a  lye,  he  should  hyde  from  her  the  truthe.  But  shee 
subtile  and  well  experimented  in  loue^wasnotcontentc  with  talke, 
but  perceyuing  well  that  bis  harte  was  not  satisfied  with  her  loue, 
doubted  that  bee  coulde  not  seme  his  lady  in  secrete  wise,  and 
tlierefore  marked  byra  so  nere,  as  daylye  sbee  had  a  respecte  aixl 
watehe  vnto  hys  eyes,  whiche  hec  coulde  so  well  dissemble,  as  shee 
was  able  tu  iudge  nothyng,  bat  by  darkc  suspicion,  not  without 
i|  great  payne  and  difhcultie  to  the  gentleman,  to  whome  Florinda 
(ignoraunt  of  all  their  malice)  dyd  resorte  many  tymes  in  presence 
of  Paulina,  whose  demcaner  then  was  so  tamitiar,  as  he  with  mar- 
nellous  payne  refrayned  his  lookes  against  his  banc  and  desire ; 
and  to  auoyde  that  do  ioconaenience  should  ensue,  one  daye 
speaking  to  Florinda,  as  they  were  both  leaning  at  a  wyndow,  sayd 
these  words:  "  Madame,  I  beseche  you  to  tell  mee  whether  it  is 
belter  to  spealce  or  to  die."  Whereunto  Florinda  answered 
readily,  saying:  "  I  will  euer  geue  couacell  to  my  firiendes  to 
speake  and  not  to  dye :  for  there  be  fewe  wordes  spoken  but  that 
they  may  be  amended,  but  tlie  life  lost  cannot  be  recouered ." 
"  Promise  me  then"  said  Amadour,  "  that  not  onelyye  will  accept 
those  wordcB  which  I  will  say,  but  also  not  to  be  astonned  or 
abashed,  till  ye  haue  licard  the  end  of  my  tale."  To  whom 
she  aunswered :  "  Say  what  it  please  you,  for  if  you  do  affray 
me  none  other  shall  assure  me."  Then  he  began  to  saye  vnto 
her ;  "  Madame,  1  haue  not  yet  bene  desirous  to  disclose  vnto 
you  the  great  affection  which  I  beare  you,  for  twoo  causes:  the 
one,  bicause  I  attend  by  my  long  aeruice,  to  shewe  you  the  ex- 
perience thereof:  the  other,  for  that  I  doubted  you  would  thinke 
a  great  presumption  in  me  (which  am  but  a  poore  gentleman)  to 
insinuate  my  selfe  in  place  whereof  I  am  not  worthy:  and  although 
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I  were  a  prince  as  you  be»  die  loyaltie  yet  of  your  barte,  will  not 
permitrc  any  other,  but  him  wbicb  bath  already  taken  possession 
(the  simne  I  meane  of  the  infant  Fortune)  to  vse  in  talke  any 
matter  of  loue:  but  Madanic,  like  (u  necessitie  in  time  of  great 
varr  constrainetb  men  to  make  bauoke  of  their  owne  goodes,  and 
to  consume  the  grecne  come,  that  the  enemy  take  no  profit  and 
relicfe  thereof,  euen  so  doc  1  hazard  to  aduauncc  the  frutc,  which 
in  time  I  hope  to  gather,  that  your  enemies  and  mine  may  inioyc 
thereof  none  aduanntage.  Knowe  ye  Madame,  that  from  the  time 
of  your  tender  yeares,  I  haue  in  such  wyse  dedicated  my  selfe  to 
your  scruice  as  C  ceasse  not  still  to  aspire  the  meanes  to  acbieue 
your  grace  and  fauour:  and  for  that  occasion,  1  did  marry  her 
whome  I  thought  you  did  loue  best:  and  knowing  the  loue 
you  beare  to  the  aonne  of  the  infant  Fortune,  I  haue  indcuourcd 
to  scruc  him  as  you  haue  sene:  and  that  wherein  I  thought  you 
dyd  delighte,  I  haue  accomplished  to  the  vttermoste  of  ray  power* 
You  doe  see  that  1  baue  gotten  the  good  wil  of  the  countesse  your 
mother,  of  the  earle  your  brother,  and  of  all  those  that  doe  beare 
you  good  wyll:  in  sutcbc  sortc  as  in  this  house  I  am  estemed,  not 
like  a  seniaunt,  but  as  a  sonnc:  and  all  the  labour  whiche  I  haue 
sustayned  these  fine  yeares  past,  was  for  none  other  cause,  but  to 
lyue  all  the  daies  of  my  life  with  you :  and  vnderstand  you  wel, 
that  I  am  none  of  those  whiche  by  these  meanes  doe  pretende  to  re- 
ceiue  of  you  anye  profite  or  pleasure,  other  than  that  which  is  good 
and  vertuous :  1  do  know  that  1  can  neuer  marrie  you,  and  if  I  could 
I  would  not  for  letting  the  loue  that  you  beare  vnto  him,  whom 
I  desire  to  be  your  husbande,  likewise  to  loue  you  in  vicious  sorte, 
like  them  that  hope  to  rccompence  their  seruice  with  dishonour 
of  their  ladies,  I  am  so  farre  of  from  that  affection,  as  I  had  rather 
be  dead  than  to  see  you  by  desert  worthy  of  lesse  loue,  and  that 
your  vertuc  shoulde  by  any  meanes  be  diminished  for  any  pleasure 
that  might  happen  vnto  mee.  I  do  pretend  and  craue  for  the  cnde 
and  rccompence  of  my  seruice,  but  one  thing :  which  is,  that  you 
will  continue  my  loyall  and  failhfuU  maistresse,  neuer  to  with- 
drawe  from  me  your  wonted  grace  and  fauour,  and  that  you  will 
maintaine  mce  in  that  estate  wherein  I  am.  Reposingeyour  trust 
and  fidelitie  in  me  more  than  in  any  otlier,  making  your  selfe  so 
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assured  of  me,  as  if  for  your  honor  or  any  cause  touching  your 
person,  you  stand  in  ncede  of  the  life  of  a  gentleman,  ilie  same 
8hal  right  willingly  be  employed  at  your  comroaundeiuent :  in  like 
maner  all  tbinges  vertuous  and  honest  which  euer  I  shal  attempt 
I  beseech  you  to  ihinke  to  be  done  onely  for  the  loue  of  you  :  and 
if  I  haue  done  for  ladies  of  lessc  reputacion  than  you  be,  any  thing 
worthy  of  regard,  be  assured  that  for  such  a  maistresse  as  you  b^ 
my  enterprises  shal  increase  in  such  sort,  as  the  things  which  1 
found  difficult  and  impossible,  shall  be  easelie  for  me  to  accom- 
plishe:  but  if  you  do  not  accept  mee  to  be  wholy  yours,  I  deter- 
mine to  giue  ouer  armes,  and  to  renounce  valiaunce,  because  it 
hath  not  succoured  me  in  necessitie:  wherfore,  madame,  I 
humblie  beseech  you  that  my  iust  request  may  not  be  refused,  siih 
with  your  honour  and  conscience  you  cannot  well  denie  the  same." 
Tlic  yong  lady  hearing  this  vnaccustomed  sute,  began  to  cbaunge 
her  colour,  and  to  caste  downe  her  eyes  Uke  an  amased  woman, 
DOtwithstandinge,  being  wyse  and  discrete  she  said  vnio  him  :  **  If 
(Amadour)your  request  vnto  me  be  none  other  than  you  pretende, 
wherefore  hauc  you  discoursed  this  long  oration  f  I  am  afraid  lest 
Tnder  this  honeste  pretence  there  lurketh  some  hidden  malice  to 
deceiue  the  ignoraunce  of  my  youth,  wlierby  1  am  wrapt  in  great 
perplexitie  how  to  make  you  aunswere:  for  to  refuse  the  honest 
amitic  which  you  haue  offered^  I  shall  doe  contrary  to  that  (  liaue 
done  hitherto,  for  I  haue  reposed  in  you  more  trust  than  in  imy 
lining  creature :  my  conscience  or  mine  honour  cannot  gainesay 
vour  demaunde,  nor  the  loue  that  I  beare  to  the  sonne  of  the  intant 
Fortune,  which  is  grounded  vpon  fayth  of  mariage  :  where  yon 
say  that  ynu  pretende  notbinge  but  that  is  good  and  vertuous,  1 
cannot  tell  what  thing  should  let  me  to  make  you  aunswere  ac- 
cording to  your  request,  but  a  feare  that  I  conceiue  in  ban, 
founded  vpon  the  small  occabion  that  you  haue  to  vse  that  speacfae, 
for  if  you  haue  alreadye  what  you  demaunde  what  doth  constraioe 
you  to  speake  so  affectuousiief"  Amadour  that  was  not  without 
an  aunsweare,  saide  vnto  her:  "  Madame,  you  speake  very 
wisely,  and  you  do  me  so  much  honour,  for  the  confidence 
trustc  which  according  to  your  sayinge  you  do  repose  in  me,  as 
i  doe  not  content  my  seJfe  with  such  a  beneliie,  I  were  the  vn* 
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worthiest  man  aliue:  but  vnderstande  madame,  that  he  which 
goeth  about  to  bnilde  a  perpetual  mansion,  ought  to  haue  regard 
ton  sure  and  firme  foundacion:  wherfore  I  which  desire  perpe- 
tually to  remaine  your  seruaunte,  doe  seeke  not  onely  the  meanes 
lo  kepe  my  sclfe  neare  about  you,  but  also  to  foresee  tliat  none 
doe  vnderstand  the  great  affection  that  [  do  beare  you :  for  al- 
though my  mind  be  so  vertuous  and  honest*  as  the  same  may  dis- 
close it  selfe  before  the  whole  worlde,  yet  tbere  bee  some  so 
ignorant  and  vnskilfull  of  louers  harts^  as  manye  times  will  iudge 
contrary  to  tiouili,  wherof  proceedeth  so  ill  brute  and  report,  as  if 
the  efTectes  were  wicked  :  the  cause  which  hath  made  me  so  bold 
to  say  and  declare  vnto  yon  thus  much,  id  the  suspicion  that 
Paulina  lialh  conceyued,  for  that  1  cannot  loue  her:  who  doth 
nothing  eU  but  marke  andespie  my  counteaaunce  in  euerye  place, 
and  when  you  tsc  your  familiar  taike  with  me  before  her,  1  am  so 
afraidc  to  shewe  any  eigne  whereby  shee  maye  grounde  or  verifie 
her  iuclgemeuie,  that  I  fall  into  that  inconuenience,  which  I  would 
willingly  auoyde:  wherefore  I  haue  thought  good  lo  beseech  you 
(before  her  and  those  which  you  do  know  to  be  so  malicious)  to 
refrainefrom  (alkinge  withmee  so  sodainlye,  for  I  had  rather  dye, 
than  unye  liuinge  creature  should  haue  mistrust  thereof:  and  were 
it  not  for  the  loue  which  I  beare  vnto  your  honour,  I  hod  not  yet 
declared  the  same  vnto  you,  for  I  do  hold  my  selfe  sufficiente  happy 
and  content  of  tlie  onely  loue  and  affiaunce  that  you  put  in  me, 
crauing  nought  eh  butt  the  continuai»ce  of  the  same."  Florinda 
wcl  sulisfyed  with  thi^  aunswere,  began  to  feele  in  harie  a  furtiier 
thing  to  growe  than  euer  she  did  before:  and  hearing  the  honest 
reasons  allcaged  by  him,  said,  that  herhonestie  and  vertueshoulde 
make  nunsweare  for  her,  and  therewitiiall  assented  to  his 
demauudc :  whereof  whether  Amadour  were  ioyfiil,  loners  neede 
not  doubt:  but  Florinda  credited  more  his  counsell,  than  he 
woulde  haue  had  her.  For  shee  being  fearefull  and  timerous,  not 
onely  before  Paulina,  but  in  all  other  places,  vsed  farre  other  coun- 
tennuncc  than  she  was  wont  to  do :  and  in  ttiis  alienation  of  her 
former  familiarity,  she  misliked  the  conuersation  tiiat  Amadour  had 
with  Paulina,  whose  beauty  was  such,  that  shee  could  not  other- 
wise beleeue,  but  tiiat  hee  loued  her :  and  Florinda  to  passe  ouer 
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her  heaninesse^ daily  vsed  the  company  of  Auentoradej  that* 
Dianielously  to  be  ialouB  bctwcene  her  husbandc  uod  Paulioa, 
whereof  shee  made  complaint  many  times  to  Florinda,  who  com- 
forted her  so  well  as  shee  coulde,  like  one  attached  with  the  same 
disease :  Amadour  coniecturinge  by  the  coantenaunce  of  Florioda, 
that  not  onelysbee  was  estraunged  tfrombym  through  his  former 
aduertisement,  bat  also  that  there  was  some  other  displeasure  con- 
ceyued,  comming  \'pon  a  time,  from  euensoag  out  of  the  monas- 
teries he  sayd  vote  her:  "  Madame,  what  countenaonce  do  yoa 
make  me  f"  "  Such  as  I  thincke  doth  please  you  best/'  answered 
Florinda.  Then  Amadour  suspecting  a  matter,  to  know  whether 
it  were  true,  began  to  saye :  "  Madame,  I  haue  so  vsed  Paulina, 
as  &he  beginneth  to  glue  ouer  her  opinion  of  you."  She  answered 
him:  "Ye  cannot  do  a  better  thing  either  for  your  selfe  oi 
for  me :  for  in  doing  your  sclfe  a  pleasure,  you  do  honour  mto 
me."  Amadour  iudged  by  these  words  that  she  thuiight  he  boke 
pleasure  to  talkeof  Paulina,  wherewith  he  became  so  desperate,  as 
hee  could  not  forbeare  to  say  vnto  her  in  anger:  "  Madame,  you 
begin  ver}'  sone  to  torment  your  seruaunte:  there  was  neucr  paine 
jnore  greeuous  vnto  mee,  tlian  to  be  forced  to  speake  to  her  whom 
I  lone  not :  and  sithens  al  that  which  1  do  for  your  seruice  is  token 
in  ill  part,  I  wilneiier  speake  againe  vnto  her,  whalsoeuerluippcn: 
and  to  dissemble  mine  anger  and  contentacion,  I  wil  addrcsse  mr 
selfe  to  some  place  hereby,  till  your  fancie  be  ouer  past:  but  I 
hope  I  shall  receiue  newes  from  my  captaine*  to  reioumc  to  the 
warres,  where  1  will  so  longe  continue,  as  you  shall  well  knowe, 
tliat  nothing  els  but  you  alone  doth  force  me  to  tarrie  here."  And 
in  saying  so,  without  attending  for  her  aunswcre,  hee  iucontinent- 
ly  departed,  and  slice  rcmayned  so  sad  and  pensife  as  any  woman 
couldc  be  :  andloue  began  to  shewe  his  greate  force  in  such  wyse, 
as  shee  knowing  her  wrong  incessantly,  wrote  to  Amadour  pray- 
ing him  to  Tctoume  home,  which  he  did  within  few  daycs  after  that 
his  cholcr  was  past:  and  to  tell  you  what  businessc  there  was,  to 
interrupte  and  brcake  the  ialousie  conceiued,  it  were  superfluous: 
but  in  tlie  ende,  he  wanne  the  field,  so  thai  she  promised  him,  no< 
onely  to  belceue  that  he  loued  not  Paulina,  but  also  hclde  her  selfe 
assured  that  it  should  be  to  bim  a  martiidome  intollerable,  t» 
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spealte  vnto  her  or  any  other,  except  it  were  to  do  her  seruice : 
after  that  loue  had  vanquished  this  presente  saspicion,  and  that 
the  two  loucrs  began  to  take  more  pleasure  in  their  niutua]!  talke 
than  euer  they  did  before:  newes  came  that  the  king  of  Spaine 
was  about  to  addres  his  artnie  to  Saulse,  wherfore  he  that  was 
wont  to  be  there  with  the  first,  was  not  like  now  to  fayle  to  aug- 
ment his  honour:  but  true  it  is,  that  his  griefe  was  presently  more 
greate,  than  at  other  times  before,  aswell  for  losingc  the  pleasure 
which  he  enioyed,a8  for  feare  to  findesome  mutacion  and  chaunge 
at  his  relurne,  because  he  saw  Florinda  pursued  by  great  prince* 
and  lords,  and  alreadye  come  to  the  age  of  x  v.  yeares,  and  thought 
that  if  she  were  maried  in  his  absence,  he  should  neuerhaue  oc- 
casion to  see  her  againe,  except  the  countesse  of  Araude  would 
appointc  his  wyfe  to  waite  vppon  her:  for  accomplishment  wherof 
he  made  such  trends,  as  the  countesse  and  Florinda  promisc<l  him, 
that  into  what  soeuer  place  she  were  maried  his  wyfe  Aucnturade 
should  attende  vpon  her:  and  although  it  was  in  question  that 
Florinda  should  be  maried  into  Portugall,  yet  determined  that  his 
wyfe  should  neuer  forsake  her:  and  vppon  this  assuraunce,  not 
without  vnspeakeable  sorow,  Amadour  departed  and  left  his  wyfe 
with  the  countesse.  When  Florinda  was  alone,  her  semnunt  de- 
parted, shee  j^nue  her  selfe  to  all  vertuons  life,  hopinge  thereby 
to  aiteine  the  fame  of  a  most  perfecte  lady,  and  to  be  counted 
worthie  the  interteignemcnte  of  such  a  semaunt.  Amadour  ar- 
riued  at  Barflalone,  was  banqueted  and  intcrtayncd  of  the  ladies 
after  the  old  maner,  but  they  finding  him  so  altered  and  chaunged^ 
tliought  that  mariage  could  neuer  haue  had  such  power  vppon 
man,  as  it  had  ouer  him:  for  he  seemed  then  to  disdaine,  what 
fiomiime  he  greatly  desired,  and  specially  the  countesse  of  Pala- 
moDS,  whom  hederely  loued,  could  deuise  by  no  nieanes  to  make 
him  go  alone  home  to  his  lodging :  Amadour  tarried  at  Barsalone 
«o  little  while  as  hee  coulde,  be<.ause  hee  might  not  come  late  to 
the  place  where  hee  purposed  to  winne  and  atchiue  honour:  and 
being  arriued  at  Saulse,  great  and  cruell  warrcs  were  comcnced 
betwcne  the  two  kinges,  which  I  purpose  not  to  recite,  ne  yet  the 
Doble  enterprises  dune  by  Amadour,  whose  fame  was  brutcd  aboue 
the  rc5t  of  his  companions.     The  duke  of  Nagyers  urriuinge  at 
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bore  vnto  her  daughter,  which  he  suffered  and  dissembled  for 
his   venue's  sake,  called   lier  daughter  aside,  and  told  her  the 
pitious  newes.     Florinda  which  could  well  dissemble  said  vnto 
her,  that  it  was  a  great  losse  for  al  their  house,  but  speciaUy 
she  pitied  the  slate  of  his  poore  wife,  because  at  that  time  she 
was  80  sore  sicke.     But  seing  her  mother  weepe  so  bitterly,  she 
let  fal  some  Ceares  to  keepe  her  company,  least  through  to  much 
dissimulacion  her   loue  might  be  discouered.     After  that   time^ 
the   countessc   spake   to   her  many   times,  but   she  could  neuer 
perceiue  by  her   countenance,  aiiy  cause   of  certaiuc  suspicion. 
I   wil   leaue  to  speake  of  the  voyages,  the  prayers,  the  suppli- 
cations and   fastings,  which    Florinda  did   ordinarily   make   for 
the  safegard  and  prospcritie  of  Amadour,  who  incontinently  so 
sone  as  he  was  ariued  at  Thunis,  sent  newes  to  his  trends,  and 
by  a  sure  messenger  aduertized  Florinda,   that  he  was   in   good 
health  and  hope  to  retoumc.     Which  newes  was  to  the  poore 
Jady,  the  only  raeanes  to  releue  and  ease  her  sorow.     And  doubt 
ye  not,   but  the  nieanes  of  writing,  was   vtterly  debarred   from 
Amadour,  whcrof  Florinda  acquilcd  herself  so  diligently,  as  by  her 
letters  and  epistles,  he  rcceiued  great  consolation  and  comfort. 
The   countesse   of  Arande   receiued   commaundemeni   from   the 
king  to  repaire  to  Sarragosa,  where  hoc  that  time  was  arriued. 
And  there  she  found  the  yoog  duke  of  Cardonne  making  sute 
to  the  king  and  queene,  for  mariage  of  her  daughter.    'Vhe  coun- 
tesse vnwiiling  to  disobey  the  king,  agreed,  ihinkinge  that  her 
daughter  being  very  yonge,  had  none  other  affection,  but  that 
which  aheady  had  taken  sure  impression.     When  the  accordc  was 
concluded,  shee  sayde  vnto  her  daughter,  that  she  had  chosen  that 
matche,  as  best  worthy  to  ioyne  with  her  person.     J  J  er  daughter 
considering  howe  in  a  thing  already  done  it  was  to  late  to  take 
counsel],  said  vnto  her,  that  God  was  to  be  praised  in  all  things. 
And  seing  her  mother  so    far  alienated   from  her  intent,  she 
thought  it  better  to  shew  her  sell'e  obedient,  than  to  take  pitie 
vpon  herselfe.     And  to  comfort  her  in  that  sorowe,  she  vnder- 
stode  that  the  infant  Fortune  was  at  the  point  of  deatii.     But 
before  her  mother  or  any  other  person,  she  shewed  not  so  much 
«u  one  sigoe  or  token  therotj  strayning  her  griefe  oo  much,  as 
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the  teares  by  force  retiringe  to  her  barte,  did  cause  the  blond  • 

to  issue  forth  at  her  nose,  in  such  aburKiance^  as  her  life  was  in 

present  daunger.     And  to  reoouer  her  of  that  disease,  shee  was 

maried  vnto  him,  for  whose  sake  shee  had  rather  haue  chaungc4] 

her  life  for  present  death.      After  the  mariage,  Florinda  wentj 

wyth  her  husbaade  into  the  duchy  of  Cardoiine,  and   in  her 

company  Aucnluradc,  to  whom  ihe  secretly  made  complaint, 

as  wel  of  her  mother's  rigor,  as  also  of  the  sorow  she  concejticd 

for  the  losse  of  tlie  sonnc  of  the  infant  Fortune.     But  of  hec 

griefe  for  Amadour,  she  spake  no  wordc,  but  by  way  of  comforting 

her.    This  yong  lady  then  determined   to  haue  God  and  the 

respect  of  her  honoure  before  her  eies,  and  so  wel  to  dissemble 

her  gricfes,  as  none  at  any  time*  should  pcrcciue  tliat  shee  mis* 

liked  her  husband.      In  this  sort  Florinda  passed   long   time, 

in  a  life  no  lesse  pleasaunt  than  death.    The  report  whereof  she 

lent   to   her  good   seruaunt   Amadour,    who    vnderstanding   hei 

great  loue,  and  wel  disposed  hart,  and  the  loue  shee  bare  to  the 

infant  Fortune,  thought  that  it  was  impossible  she  could  line 

long,  an<i  lamented  her  state  more  than  his  owne.     This  griefe 

augmented  his  paine  of  imprisonmente,  wishinge  to  haue  re- 

muyned  a  slaue  all  the  dayes  of  his  life,  so  that  Florinda  had 

had  a  husbande  respondent  to  her  desire,  forgettinge  his  ownc 

griefe  by  feeling  that  his  irendc  did   sufier.     And  because  he 

vnderstode  by  a  secret  freind  which  he  had  gotten  in  tlie  court 

of  the  king  of  Thunis,  that  the  king  was  minded   to  offer  him 

the  gibbet,  or  cU  to  make  him  renounce  his  fayih,  for  the  desire 

bee  had  to  retaine  him  still,  and  to  make  him  a  good  Tarke, 

he  behaued  himself  so  well,  wyth  him  that  tokc  him  prisoner, 

that  he  gaue  him  leaue  to  depart  vpon  his  fayth,  taxing  him  at 

so  grcatc  raunsome,  as  he  thought  a  man  of  so  small  substance 

was  neuer  able  to  pay.    And  so  without  speaking  to  the  king  his 

maister,  hee  let  him  go  vpon  his  fayth.    After  he  had  shewed 

him»elfe  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  Spaine,  he  departed  iocoo* 

tinently  to  his  frends  to  gel  his  munsome,  and  went  straight  to 

Barsalone,  whether  tlie  yong  duke  of  Cardorme,  his  mother,  and 

Florinda,  was  gone  aboute  certaiiie  affaires.     Auentnrade  so  sone 

as  she  heard  tell  that  her  husband  was  come,  declared  the  same 
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to  Florinda,  who  seemed  for  her  sake  greatly  to  reioyce  therat. 
But   Kooring   lliut   the  desire  she  had   to  see  him   would   make 
her  cliaungc  cuuntenaunce,  and  that  they  which   knew  not  the 
cause  therof,  would  conceiae  some  ill  opinion,  she  stode  still  at  a 
window  to  see  him  come  a  for  of:   and  8o  sone  as  h\ie  espied 
bim,  shce  went  downe  n  pairc  of  dorkc  staires  diat  none  mighte 
perceiue  her  chaunge  of  colour.     When  she  had  imbraced  Ama- 
dour,  shea  ie<]  him  into  her  chamber,  and   from  thence  to  her 
mother  in  law,  which  liad  neuer  scene  him  before.     He  had  not 
continued  there  two  dayes,  bat  he  was  so  well  beloucd,  as  be 
was  before  in   the  house  of  the  counlesse  of  ^Vrande.     I  will 
omitte   the   wonKs   and    talke   betwenc    Florindu  and   Amadoor, 
and  the  complaintcs  which  he  made  vnto  her  of  his  ill  aduenture, 
that  hee  had  sustayncd  in  his  absence.     And  after  manye  teares 
vttered   by   her,  for  the  heauines  she  had   taken,  aswel  for  the 
moriage  against  her  wil,  as  for  the  losse  of  him  thai  she  loued 
80  dearely,  and  for  him  whom  fihc  thoughle  neucr  to  see  againe, 
shee  determined  to  take  her  consolation  in  the  loue  and  fidclitic 
that  she   bare  to  Amadour,  which  notwithstanding  she  durst  not 
open  and  declare;   but  he   that  much   doubted  therof,  lost  no 
occasion  and  time  to  let  her  know  and  vuderstaude   the   great 
loue  he  bare  her.     And  euen  Tppon  the  point  that  she  was  ready 
to  receiue  him,  not  as  a  seruuunt,  but  for  her  assured  and  per- 
fect frendj  there   chaunecd  n  mnruellous  fortune  :    for  the  king, 
for   certaine    matters   of  importance,    incontinently   sent   forth 
Amadour,  whcrof  his  wyfe  conceyued  such  sorrow,  as  hearing 
those   newes,  she  souned  and   fell   from   the   stayres   where   she 
stode,  wherewith  she  hurte  herselfe  so  sore,  as  neucr  after  she 
reuiued.     Florinda  (that  by  the  death  of  her  had  lost  all  comfort) 
made  such  sorrow,  as  one   that   was  destitute   of  good   frends 
and  kinsfolke,  but  Amaduur  toke  the  same  in  worst  part:  for 
he  had  not  ouely  lost  one  of  the  most  honest  women  tliat  euer 
was,  but  also  the  meancs  Uiat  he  should  neuer  after  tliat  time  haue 
occasion  to  visit  Florinda.     For  which  cause  he  fell  into  sucli 
sieknes,  as  he  was  like  to  haue  died  sodainly>     The  old  duchesse 
of  Cardonne,  incessantly  did  visite  him,  and  alledged  many  phi- 
losophicid  reasons  to  make  him  pacicutly  to  receiue  deadi,  but 
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it  auayled  nothing:  tor  if  death  of  thone  aide  did  torment 
him,  loue  on  the  other  did  augment  his  marttrdome.  Amadour 
Being  that  his  wyfe  was  buried,  and  that  the  king  had  sent  for 
him,  (faauing  no  occasion  of  U>nger  abode  there)  he  entred  into 
sucli  dispaire,  as  hee  seemed  to  be  oute  of  his  wittes.  Florinda 
M'hich  in  comforting  him  was  almost  desolate,  remayued  by  him 
one  whole  afteraone,  vsinge  very  honest  and  diacrete  lallce  vnto 
him,  thinking  thereby  to  diminishe  the  greatuesse  of  his  sorrowe, 
and  assured  him  that  shee  would  deuise  waves  how  be  might 
visite  her  more  oft  Uian  he  did  tliinke  for.  And  because  he  most 
depart  the  next  morning,  and  was  so  feeble  and  weakc  that  be 
could  not  rise  from  his  bed,  he  intreated  her  to  come  and  se  him 
at  night  after  euery  man  was  retired  to  bed :  which  she  pro- 
mised to  doe,  not  knowing  that  loue's  extremety  was  voyd  of 
reason.  And  he  that  saw  no  hope  ener  after  that  time  to  see  hex 
againe,  whom  so  long  time  he  had  serued  :  and  of  whom  he  had 
neuer  receyued  other  interteignment  tiiau  that  you  haue  heard, 
was  so  beaten  and  ouercom  with  loue  long  dissembled,  and  of  the 
despaire  he  conceiued,  that  (all  meanes  to  vse  her  company 
taken  away)  he  purposed  to  play  double  or  quit,  either  to  lose  her, 
or  to  win  her  fauour  for  euer,  and  to  pay  himself  at  one  instant 
the  rcwarde  which  he  thought  he  had  right  wel  deserued.  Wber- 
fore  he  caused  the  curtaines  of  his  bed  to  be  draweu,  that  they 
which  came  into  the  chamber  mightc  not  see  him,  complavning 
of  sicknes  more  than  he  was  wont  to  do,  wherby  they  of  the 
house  thought  he  would  not  baucliued  xxiv.  houres.  After  euery 
one  of  the  house  had  visited  him  at  night,  Florioda  (at  the  special 
request  of  her  husband)  came  to  see  him,  tliinking  for  his  comfort 
to  vtter  vnto  him  her  affection,  and  how  aboue  all  other  she 
would. loue  him,  so  far  as  her  honor  did  permit:  and  sitting 
downe  in  a  chayre  at  the  bed's  head,  she  began  to  comfort  hioi, 
and  therwithal  powred  out  many  teares.  Amadour  seing  ber 
lorowful  and  pensife,  tliought  that  in  her  grett  torment  he  might 
easely  attaine  the  effect  of  bis  intent,  and  lifted  himself  vp  in  hit 
bed,  which  Florinda  pcrceyuing,  she  would  haue  staled  him, 
because  she  thought  thai  through  weakenes  he  was  not  able  to 
moue :  and  kneeling  vpoa  his  knees,  he  said  vnto  ber :  "  Must 
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I  for  enennore  forgo  your  sight  mine  owne  dcare  lady  ?"     And  in 
sayiog  50  he  fel  downe  betwene  her  annes  like  one  that  fainted 
for  lack   of  strength.    Ttieii  poorc   Florinda  imbraced  him,  and 
of  long  time  held  him  vp,  doing  all  that  was  possible  for  his  com- 
fort.    But  the  medecine  she  gauc  him  to  ease  his  sorow,  did   . 
rather  increase  the  same  more  strong :   for  in   fayning   himself 
half  dead,  without  speaking  any  word,  he   attempted  that  which 
the  honor  of  womanhode  doth  defend.     VV^hen  Florinda  perceiued 
his  ill  intent,  she  could  scarce  belcuc  the  same,  considering  his 
honest  requests  made  before   time,  and  therforc  asked  him  what 
it  was  that  he  desired.     But  Araadour  fearing  to  heare  her  aun- 
swere  wliich  he  knew  well  could   be  none  other  but  chaste  and 
vertuous,  without  further  talkc,  pursued  his  purpose  so  earnestly 
OS  he  could,  wherwith  Florinda  beinge  astonued  did  suspect  he 
had   bin  out  of  his  wittes  rather  than  beleue  that  he  wente  about 
her  dishonor.     Wlierefore  with  toude  voice  she  called  a  gentleman 
that  was  in  the   chamber.     Which  Araadour  hearing,  vtterly  in 
dispaire,  threw  himself  so  sodenly  into  his  bed,  as  the  gentleman 
thought  he  had  beene  dead.    Florinda  rising  out  of  the  chaire, 
saidc  vnto  him  :  "  Goe  quick!}'  and  fetch  some  good  vinrgcr.'* 
Which  the  gentleman  did.     Then  Florinda  began  to  say  vnto  him: 
"  Amadour,  what  follie  hath  inchaunted  your  wisedome?    And 
what  is  that  which  you  would  haue  done  vnto  me  ?"     Amadour 
that  through  the  force  of  loue  had  lost  al  reason,  said  vnto  her: 
"  Doth  my  long  seruice  merite  a  rccom pence  of  such  cruelty  ?" 
*'  And  wher  is  the  honesty  then,"  said  Florinda,  "  which  so  many 
times  you  haue  preached  vnto  me  r"    "  Ahj  madame !"  said  Amu- 
dour:  "  I  beleue  it  is  impossible  your  seU'e  more  faithfully  to 
loue  your  owne  honour  than  I  do.     I'or  when  you  were  vnniaried, 
I  could  so  wel  subdue  my  harte  and  aifectton,  as  you  did  neuer 
Tuderstand  my  will  and  desire.     And  now   that  you   be  maried, 
to  the  intente  your  honour  may  reste  in   couerte,  what  wrong 
do  1  to  aske  that  which  is  mine  owne,  for  by  force  of  loue  I 
baue  won  you  P     He  that  first  enioyed  your  harte,  hath  so  ill 
followed   the  victorie  of  your  bodye,  as  hee  hath  well  deserued 
to  lose  altogether.     He  that  possesscth  your  body,  is  not  worthy 
to  haue  your  hart,  wherefore  your  body  is  none  of  his,  ne  yet  he 
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hath  no  title  in  the  same.     But  1  inadame>  these  fiuc  or  sixe  yeswea 
baue  susteyned  Kuchr  pnyru^s  ami  trauailc  for  your  sake,  as  you 
are  not  ignoraunt  hut  to  iiic  nppertaynetli  hoth  your  body  and 
harte,   for   whose  sake    I    haue   vttcrlye   forgotten  mine   owne. 
And  if  you  can  6nde  in  your  hart  to  defende  uiee  from   my  right, 
doubt  ye  not  but  they  which  haue  proued  ilic  forces   of  loue, 
wil  lay  the  blame  on  yon,  which  hath  in  this  sort  robbed  me  from 
my  hbcrtic,  and  with  your  henuenly  graces  hath  obscured  my 
senccs,  that  not  knowing  hcreai'ier  what  to  do,  1  am  constrayned 
to  go  without  hope  for  euer  to  see  you  againe.    Notwithstanding 
warrantc  your  selfe,  that  in  wliat  place  so  euer  I  am,  you  shall 
still   possesse   my   harle,  which  shall   continue  your's   for  euer, 
be  I  vppon  the  lande  or  water,  or  betweene  the  hands  of  my 
moste  cruell  enemies.     But  if  I  could  recouer  before  my  depar- 
ture, that  surety  of  you   which  the  greatnesse  of  my  loue  de- 
scructh,  I  shall  be  strong  enough  pacieutly  to  beare  the  griefes  of 
my  long  absence.     And  if  it  please  you  not  to  graunt  me  this 
recjuest,  you  shul  HhonJy  hcarc  tell  that  your  rigor  hath  rendrcd 
vnto  me  a  most  vnhappy  and  cruel  death."    FloriDda  no  lesse 
astonued  than  sorie,  to  heare  sucli  words  procewle  from  him,  of 
whom  she  neuer  had  any  such  suspicion,  weepinge  saide  vnto 
him:  '*  Alas,  Amadour,  is  this  the  meaning  of  those  vertuoos 
words  wiiich  sithcns  the  beginning  of  my  youth  ye  haue  vttcred 
vnto  mc?     Is  this  the  honor  of  the  conscience,  which  you  haue 
many  times  perswaded  me  rather  to  die  than  lose  tlie  samef 
Haue  you   forgotten  the  good  examples  rcciled  vnto  me  of  ver- 
tuous  damcij  that  haue  reaiisted  foolish  iouc  ?    And  is  this  tlie  maner 
of  your  contempt  of  ladies  that  were  foolish  and  vaiue,  whose 
light  bohauiour  you  dissembled  so  much  to  abhorre  ?     I  cannot 
belecue  Amadour  that  you  arc  driueu  into  such  mudnes  and  furie, 
as  the  feare  of  God,  your  owne  conscience,  and  the  estimacioa 
of  mine  honor,   should  he  altogether  out  of  your  mindc  and 
memorie.     But  if  it  so  be  as  you  say,  I  do  praise  the  goodnet 
of  God,   which   hath   preucnted   the    mishap    that   nowe   I  am 
fidlen  into,  in  shewing  me  by  your  words,  the  hart  which  I  did  not 
know.     For  hauing  lost  the  soime  of  the  infant  Fortune,  who  not 
oncly  is  maricd  into  anotlier  place,  but  also  loued  another,  and 
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I  now  mnried  to  him,  which  I  cannot  loue,  1  tliought  and  deter- 
mined  wholly,  with  a1    niiite    hart  and   afiection    to    loue  you» 
founding  the  sainc  vpon  ilio^l  vt^nne  which   i  knew  to  be  in  you 
which  loue  by  your  moaiies  onclyc  I  haue  cnncci:ici.l,  aud  ihcrfbre 
did  more  estcemc  my  honor  and  conscience,  thaa  the  price  of 
mine  owne  life.     Vppon  assurance  of  this  stone  of  honcstte,  I  am 
com   hither   thinking   to   build    a   most   surc    foundacion.     Rat 
(Amadour)   in  one  moment  thou  liaste  declared,  how  in  place 
of  a  pure  foundacion,  thy  buildinge  is  reared  vpon  a  light  sand, 
and  vnconstant  ground,  or  ela  vpon  a  filthy  and   foule  quamire. 
And  where  I  begun  to  erect  a  good  part  uf  the  lodgings  of  this 
building  vpon  the  ground  of  the  fidclitic,  hoping  to  dwel  there 
for  euer,  sodenly  thou  ha^t  ouerihruwen  the  whole  plot.     AV  ber- 
forc,  you  must  immediatly  breake  in  sonder  the  hope  and  credit 
that  cucnnorc  you   liaue  found   in    me,  and   determine    that  in 
what   place  soeucr  1  be,  not  to  pursue  mc  either  by  worde  or 
countenaunce.    Aud  do  not  tbinke,  that  I  can  or  will  at  anye 
time  hereafter  chaunge  this  mine  opinion,  reciting  this  my  last 
adieu  with  great  sorrow  and  gricfe.     But  if   I   had  made  an  othe 
of  this  perfect  amitie  and  loue,  1  know  mine  barte  would  liaue 
died  Tpon  this  breach,  although  the  astonishment  in  that  I  am 
decciucd,  is  so  great,  as  I  am  wcl  assured  il  will  make  my  life 
either  short  or  sorowfull :   and  therefore  I  bid  you  furewel  and 
that  for  euer."     I  purpose  not  to  tel  you  the  sorow  which  Ama^ 
dour  felt  by  hearing  those  words,  because    it    is  im|K>ssible  not 
only  to  write  them,  but  also   to  tliincke  them,  except  it  be  of 
sucti  as  haue  had  experience  of  the  like.    And  seiog  that  vppon 
this  crut;l  conclusion  she  would  haue  gone  away,  he  cauglit  her  by 
tlte  arme,  knowing  well  that  if  he  did  not  rcmouc  tbat  ill  opinion, 
which  by  his  owne  occasion  she  had  conueyued,  bee  should  lose 
her  for  eucr.     Wberforc  be  said  vnto  her  with  a  very  faint  chcre : 
"  Madame,  al  the  dayes  of  my  life  I  haue  desired  to  loue  a  woman 
endued  with  honestie  and  vertuc:  and   because   I  baue   found   so 
few,  1  would  faine  haue  tried  whether  your  person  had  bin  worthy 
of  estimacion  andloue,  whcrof  now  1  am  wel  assured,  and  humbbe 
do  praise   God    tlierefore,   because  mine  hart  is  addressed    to 
sucli  perfection :  beseching  you    to    pardon    tbis  fond   aud  bold 
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owne    honor  and    contentacioD."       I'lorinda,  which    began    to 
know  by  him  the  malice  of  other  men,  like  as  she  was  hard  to 
belcae  the   eoill   wher   it    was,   euen   so  she  was  more   difficile 
CO  creditc  the  good  where  it  was  not,  and  said  vnto  him  :  '*  I  pray 
to  God  your  words  be  true:  yet  am  1  not  so  ignorant  but  that 
the  state  of  mariage  wherein   I  am,  hath   made  me  euidently  to 
know  the  strong  passion  of  blind  loue  which  haili  forced  you  vnto 
this  follie:  for  if  God  liad  losed  my  hande,  I  am  wel  OASurcd  you 
would  not  haue  plucked  backe  the  bridle:  they  that  attempt  to 
seeke  after  vcrtue,  do   not  take  the  way  that  yuu  do  tread :  but 
this  is  sufficient  if  I  haue  hghtly  beleeued  any  honestie  in  you, 
it  is  time  for  me  now  to  know  the  truth,  that  1  may  rid  my  self 
from  you."    And  in  saying  so,  Florimla  went  out  of  the  chamber, 
and  all  the  nighte  long,  she  neuer  left  weeping,  feeling  such  great 
griefc  in  that  alteracion,  as  her  hart  had  much  to  do,  to  sustaiae 
(he  assaults  of  sorrow   that  loue  had  made:  for  aldiough  reason 
ihoughte  neuer  to  loue  him  agaioe,  yet  the  hart  which  is  not  sub- 
iect  to  our  fancie,  would  not  accord  to  tliat  crueltic:  for  which 
considerocion,  she  loued  him  do  lesse  than  she  was  wont  to  do, 
and  knowing  thai  loue  was  the  cause  of  that  fault,  she  purposed 
for  satisfaction  of  loue,  to  loue  him  with  all  her  hart,  and  yci  for 
the  ubedience  and  feaJtie  due  to  her  honor,  she  thought  neuer  to 
make  any  semblance.     In  the  morning  Amadour  departed  in  this 
sort,  troubled  us  you   haue  hoarde,  ncuertheJessc  his  couragious 
heart  entred  not  in  dispjiire,  but  rcnued  a  fresh  hope  once  againe 
to  see  Florinda,  and  to  win  her  fauour:  then  he  toke  his  iouruey 
towards  the  court  of  Spaine  (which  was  at  Tolledo)  taking  his  way 
by  the  coontessc  of  Arande,  whcr  late  in  an  enening  he  arriued, 
and   found   the    countesse  ver3'e   sicke    for   the    absence  of  her 
daughter  Florinda:  when  shee  saw  Amadour,  shee  kissed  and  im- 
braced  him,  ns  if  he  had  becue  her  owne  child,  aswel  for  the  loue 
she  bare  vnto  him,  as  for  the  like  which  she  doubted  that  he  bare 
to  Florinda,  of  whom  very  earnestly  she  inquired  for  newes,  who 
tolde  her  the  best  that  he  could  dcuisc,  but  not  llie  whole  truth, 
and  confessed  vnto  her  the  loue  beiweene  Florinda  and   him, 
(which  Florinda  had  siUI  conceiled  and  kept  secrete)  praying  her 
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ayde  to  bring  him  againe  into  her  fauour:  and  so  the  next  morn- 
ing hee  departed.  And  after  he  had  done  his  husinesse  with  tbe 
queene,  he  rcpa^'red  to  the  warres,  so  sadde  and  cbaunged  in^all 
his  condicions,  as  the  ladies,  captaynes  and  all  they  that  wexe 
wonte  to  keepehim  companie,didnot  know  him:  hisapparell  was 
all  blacke,  mourning  for  ihe  death  of  his  wife,  wherby  he  couered 
the  sorrow  which  was  hid  in  his  hart :  in  this  wyse  Amadour  passed 
three  or  four  yeres  before  he  returned  to  the  court.  And  the  couo- 
tesse  of  Arande  which  heard  tell  (hat  Florinda  was  so  much  al- 
tered, as  it  would  haue  mouetl  any  hart  to  behold  her,  sent  for  her, 
hoping  that  she  would  hauccome,  but  her  expectacion  was  frustrate, 
for  when  Florinda  vnderstwle  that  Amadour  had  told  her  mollier 
the  good  will  betweene  them,  and  that  her  mother  being  so  wise 
and  vertuous  giuing  credite  to  Amadour,  did  beleue  his  report, 
she  was  in  marueilous  perplexiiie,  because  of  the  one  side  she 
saw  that  her  mother  did  esteeme  him  so  well,  and  on  the  other 
side  if  she  declared  vnto  her  the  truth,  Amadour  woulde  conceiue 
displeasure:  which  thing  she  had  rather  die  than  to  do:  wherefore 
she  thought  herself  strong  inough  to  chastise  him  of  his  folly, 
without  helpe  of  frends.  Againe,  she  perceyued  that  by  dissem- 
bling the  euil  which  she  knew  by  him,  she  should  be  constrained 
by  her  mother  and  her  frends,  to  speake  and  beare  him  good  coun- 
tenaunce,  wherby  she  feared  he  would  be  the  more  encoraged : 
but  seing  that  he  was  far  of,  she  passed  the  lesse  of  the  matter: 
and  when  the  countesse  her  mother  did  commaunde  her,  she  wrote 
letters  vnto  him,  but  they  were  such  as  he  might  we!  gather  that 
they  were  written  rather  vpon  obedience,  than  of  good  wil,  the 
reading  wherof  bred  sorrow  vnto  him  in  place  of  that  ioye  he  was 
wonte  to  conceiue  in  her  former  wrytings.  Within  the  terme  of 
two  or  three  ycrcs,  after  he  had  done  so  many  noble  enterprises  us 
at  the  paper  of  Spain  could  not  containe  them,  he  deuised  a  new 
inuention,  not  to  wynne  and  recoucr  the  harte  of  Florinda  (for 
he  demed  the  same  quite  lost)  but  to  haue  the  victorie  ouer  his 
enemy,  sithens  she  had  vsed  him  in  that  sorte,  and  reiecting  al 
reason  and  specially  feare  of  death,  into  the  hazarde  wherof  he 
hasted  himselfe,  he  concluded  and  determined  his  enterprise  in 
such  sorte,  as  for  his  behauiour  towardes  the  gouemour,  hee  was 
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madame,  the  fruite  of  my  labour  shall  not  be  thus  taken  from  me 
for  scruples  and  doubtes:  and  sithe  that  louc,  pacicnce,  and 
humble  desires,  cannot  preuayic,  I  will  not  spare  by  force  to  get 
that,  which  except  I  hauc  it  will  be  the  mcanes  of  mine  ouer- 
ihrowe."  When  Florinda  sawe  liis  face  and  eyes  so  altered,  and 
that  the  fairest  die  and  colour  of  the  world,  was  become  so  red  aa 
fier,  with  his  most  plcasaunt  and  amiable  lokc  transformed  into 
horrible  hew  and  furious,  and  therewithal!  discricd  the  verj-  bote 
burning  Her,  to  sparkle  within  hi!>  harte  and  face:  and  how  in  that 
fury  with  one  of  his  strong  fistes  he  griped  her  delicate  and  tender 
hands:  and  on  the  other  side  shec  seeing  all  her  defences  to  fayle 
her,  and  that  her  feete  and  hondes  were  caught  in  suche  captiuitie 
as  she  conld  neither  run  away  nor  yet  defend  hcrsclfe:  knewe 
none  other  rcmedie,  but  to  prouc  if  he  had  yet  remaining  in  him 
any  griftes  of  the  fonnerloue,  that  for  the  honour  ihcrof  he  might 
forget  his  crueltie.  Wherefore  she  sayd  vnto  him :  **  Amadour,  if 
now  you  doe  accompt  me  for  an  enemy,  I  besech  you  for  the 
honestie  of  the  loue  which  at  other  times  1  haue  found  planted  in 
your  harte,  to  geue  mc  leaue  to  speake  before  you  doe  torment 
me/'  And  when  shee  saw  him  recline  his  earc,  she  pursued  her 
talk  in  this  wyse :  "  Alas,  Amadour,  what  cause  haue  you  to  seke 
after  the  thing  wherof  you  shall  receiue  no  conicntaiion,  infiicting 
vppon  me  such  displeasure  as  there  can  be  no  greater?  you  hane 
many  times  proued  my  wil  andofiection  in  the  time  of  my  yomh- 
fuUdayes,  and  of  my  beautie  farre  more  excellent  than  it  is  now, 
at  what  tyme  your  passion  might  better  be  borne  with  and 
excused,  than  nowe:  in  such  wyse  as  I  am  nowe  amosed  to  see 
that  you  haue  the  harte  to  torment  mc  at  that  age  and  great 
debilitie  wherewith  1  am  aficctcd:  1  am  assured  that  you  doubt 
not  but  that  my  wyl  and  mind  is  such  as  it  was  wont  to  be:  where- 
fore you  can  not  obtayneyour  demaunde  but  by  force:  and  if  you 
sawe  howe  my  face  is  arrayed,  yon  would  forget  the  pleasure 
whjche  once  you  conceiued  in  me,  and  by  no  mcanes  would  for- 
cibly approche  uere  vnto  me:  and  if  there  be  lefte  in  you  yet  any 
remuautcs  of  loue,  it  is  impossible  but  that  pitie  may  vatiquishe 
yourfurie:  and  to  tliat  pitie  and  honestie  whereof  once  1  had  ex- 
perience in  you,  I  do  make  my  plaint,  and  of  the  same  I  do  de* 
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tnaund  grace  and  pardon,  to  thintent  that  according  to  the ^ect 
of  }'our  wonted  {>erBwasion  and  f^oodaduUc  you  may  suffer  me  to 
liue  in  that  peace  and  honostic,  which  1  hauc  determined  and 
vowed  during  life:  and  if  the  loue  which  yoo  haue  borne  me  be 
conuerted  into  hatred,  and  that  more  for  rcuengeuient  than  affec- 
tion, you  doe  purpose  to  make  me  the  moste  vnhappy  of  the 
world,  I  assure  you,  you  sliall  not  be  able  to  bryng  your  inicot  to 
passe,  besides  that  yon  shall  constrayne  me  against  niy  determi- 
nation, to  vtter  and  reueale  your  villany  and  disordinate  ap|>etjte 
towardos  her  which  did  repose  in  you  an  incredible  affiance:  by 
disconeriog  whereof,  ihinke  verely  that  your  lyfe  cannot  continue 
without  pt-rill."  Amadour  breaking  her  talke  sayde  vnto  her:  "  If 
I  die  for  it,  1  will  presently  be  acquieted  of  my  torment:  but  the 
deformiiie  of  your  face  (whiche  1  ihinke  was  done  by  you  of  set 
purpose)  shall  not  let  me  to  ncct>mp]ishe  my  will:  for  since  I  can 
get  nothing  of  you  but  the  bones  and  carcase,  I  will  holde  them 
so  fast  as  I  can."  And  when  Flonnda  sawe  that  prayers,  reason, 
nor  teares  could  not  auaylc,  but  ihut  with  crueltie  he  woulde  nedcs 
fullowe  his  viltanous  desire,  which  she  had  hetherto  still  auoided 
by  force  of  resistance,  she  did  helpe  her  selfe  so  long,  till  she 
feared  the  tosse  of  her  breath,  and  with  a  heauy  and  piteous  voice 
she  called  her  mother  so  loude  as  shee  could  crie»  who  hearing  her 
daughter  crie  and  cal  with  rufull  vox'ce,  began  greatly  to  feare  the 
thing  that  was  true :  wlierfure  she  ran  so  fast  as  she  could  into 
tile  warderobe.  Amadour  not  being  so  nere  death  as  be  saide  he 
was,  left  of  his  holde  in  suclie  good  time,  as  the  lady  opening  her 
closet,  founde  him  at  the  dore,  and  Florinda  farre  enough  from 
him.  The  countesse  demnunded  of  him,  saying:  "  Amadour  what 
is  the  matter?  tell  me  tlie  truthc."  Who  like  one  that  was  neuer 
vnprouidedof  excuse,  with  his  face  pale  and  wanne,  andhis  breath 
almosie  spent,  sayde  vnto  her:  "  Alas,  madanie,  in  what  plight 
is  my  lady  Ploriuda^  I  was  neuer  in  all  my  life  in  that  amase 
whcrin  I  am  now:  for  as  I  sayd  vnto  you,  I  had  thought  that 
1  had  inioyed  part  of  her  good  will,  but  nowe  I  know  right 
well  that  I  haue  none  at  all :  I  thinke  madame,  that  sithe  the 
time  she  was  brought  vp  with  you,  shce  was  neuer  lessc  wise 
and  vcrtuous  than    shee  is    nowe,    but  farre  more   daimgeroUA 
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end  sqneimishe  in  speaking  and  talking  then  behooeth,  and 
cuen  nowc  I  would  haue  loked  vpon  ber»  but  she  would  not 
suiTcr  inc:  and  when  1  viewed  her  countenaunce,  thinking  tliat  il 
had  bene  some  dreamc  or  vision,  1  desired  to  kisse  her  hande,  ac- 
cording to  the  fashion  of  the  counirey,  which  shee  vtteriy  refused. 
True  it  is  madume,  I  haue  offended  her,  wlierof  I  craue  pardon  of 
you,  but  it  chaunced  only  for  that  1  toke  her  by  the  hand,  which  I 
did  in  a  maner  by  force,  and  kissed  tlic  same  demaunding  of  her 
no  other  pleasure :  but  she  like  one  (as  I  suppose)  that  hath 
swornc  my  death,  made  an  outcry  for  you  (as  you  haue  heardc) 
for  what  cause  1  know  not,  except  that  shee  were  afraide  I  would 
haue  forced  some  other  tiling:  notwitiistanding  oiadame,  whatso- 
euer  the  matter  be,  I  protest  vnto  you  the  wrong  is  myne,  and 
albeit  that  she  ought  toloue  alyour  honest  seruaunts,  yet  fortune 
so  willeth  as  I  alone,  the  moste  affectioned  of  them  all,  is  clerely 
«xempt  out  of  her  fauour:  and  yet  I  purpose  still  to  continue  to- 
wardes  you  and  her,  the  same  man  1  came  hither,  bcseching  the 
continuance  of  your  good  grace  and  fauour,  sithcns  that  niihout 
desert  I  hane  loste  hers.**  The  countesse  which  partely  beleued, 
and  partclye  mistrusted  his  taike,  weni  vnto  her  daughter,  and  de- 
uiuuuded  wherfore  she  cried  out  so  loud.  Florirula  answered  that 
she  was  afrayde :  and  albeit  the  countesse  sublilly  asked  her  of 
many  things,  yet  Florinda  would  neuer  make  other  answcrc,  for 
that  hauing  escaped  the  handes  of  her  enemy,  she  thought  it 
punishement  enough  for  him  to  lose  his  labour :  after  that  the 
countesse  had  of  long  tyme  communed  with  Amadour,  she  Icfte 
him  yet  once  againe  to  enter  in  talke  with  Florinda  before  her,  to 
see  what  counienaunce  shee  would  make  him.  To  whom  he  spake 
fewe  wordes  except  they  were  thankes  for  that  she  had  not  confess- 
ed the  tnilhe  to  her  mother,  praying  her  at  leastwise  that  seing  he 
he  was  dispossessed  out  of  her  liart,  she  would  suffer  none  other  (o 
Teceiuehis  place:  but  she  answering  his  former  talke,  saide:  "  If 
I  had  bad  any  other  meanes  to  defend  my  self  from  you  than  by 
crying  out,  she  should  neuer  haue  heard  me,  and  of  me  you  shall 
neuer  heare  worse,  except  you  doe  constrayne  me  as  you  haue 
done,  imd  fur  louing  any  other  man,  you  shall  not  nede  to  fearc; 
fprsithe  I  haue  not  fouud  in  your  harte  (which  I  estemed  the  most 
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vertuous  ia  al  the  worid)  the  good  successe  that  I  desired,  I  vyil 
neuer  beleue  hereafter  that  venue  is  planted  ia  any  man:  and  this 
outrage  shall  make  me  tree  from  all  passions  that  louc  can  force.** 
And  in  saying  so  she  tookc  her  leaue.  The  mother  which  behelde 
her  countenaunce,  could  suspecte  nothing,  and  after  that  lyme, 
shee  was  persuaded  that  her  datighter  bare  no  more  afTectioa  to 
Amadour,  and  thought  assuredly  that  she  was  voyde  of  rea»oD, 
because  she  hated  al  those  things  which  she  was  wont  to  loue: 
and  from  that  time  forth  there  was  such  warre  betwenc  the  motlier 
and  the  daughter,  as  the  mother  for  the  space  of  vii.  ycares  would 
not  speake  vnto  her,  except  it  were  in  anger:  which  she  did  at 
the  request  of  Amadour:  during  which  time,  Florinda  conuerted 
the  mislikiag  of  her  husband,  into  mere  and  constant  loue,  (o 
auoyde  the  rigour  and  checkes  of  her  mother:  howbeit,  seing  that 
nothing  couM  preuayle,  she  purposed  to  beguile  Amadour,  and 
leauing  for  a  day  or  two  ber  strauuge  countenance  towards  him, 
she  counselled  Amadour  to  loue  a  woman,  whiche  as  she  sayd, 
did  commonly  dispute  and  talkc  of  their  loue.  This  lady  dwelt 
with  the  queene  of  Spaine,  and  was  called  Lorette,  who  was  very 
ioyfuU  and  glad  to  get  such  a  seruant:  and  Florinda  founde 
meanes  to  cause  a  brute  of  this  nene  loue  to  be  spred  in  enery 
place,  and  specially  the  couutesse  of  Arande  (being  at  the  ooart) 
perceiued  the  same,  who  afterwards  was  not  so  displeased  wilb 
Florinda,  as  she  was  wont  to  be:  Florinda  vpon  a  tyme  beard  tcl 
that  a  captain  the  husband  of  Loret,  began  to  be  iaioua  ooer  his 
wife,  determining  by  some  meanes  or  other,  he  cared  not  howe,  to 
kill  Amadour.  Florinda  notwitlistauding  her  dissembled  coun- 
tenance, could  not  suffer  any  hurt  to  be  done  to  Amndoar,  and 
therefore  incontinently  gaue  him  aduertisement  thereof :  but  be 
retonrning  agaiue  to  his  former  follies,  answered,  tliat  if  it  would 
please  her  to  intertaigne  him  euery  day  three  houres,  he  would 
neuer  speake  again  to  Lorette,  whercunto  by  no  meanes  sbee 
would  consent.  Then  Amadour  saide  vnto  her:  "  If  you  will  not 
hauc  me  to  Hue,  wherefore  go  ye  about  to  defend  me  from  death? 
except  ye  purpose  to  torment  me  aliue  with  greater  exlremitie 
then  a  thousand  deathes  can  do:  but  for  so  much  as  death  doth 
flie  from  me,  I  will  neuer  leaue  to  seeke  him  oat,  by  whose  ap- 
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proche  only  I  shall  haue  rest "  Whilest  they  were  in  these 
tearmes,  newcs  came  that  the  kyng  of  Granado  was  about  to 
enter  into  great  warres  against  the  king  of  Spain :  in  suche  wyse 
as  the  king  sent  against  hym  the  prince  bis  aonne,  and  with  hym 
the  constable  of  Castile,  and  the  duke  of  Albe,  twoo  auncient  and 
sage  lordes.  The  duke  of  Cardonne  and  the  counte  of  Arandc  not 
willinc;-  to  tarie  behinde,  besought  the  kyng  to  geue  eyther  of 
them  a  cliarge :  whiche  hee  did  according  to  the  dignitie  of  their 
houses,  appointing  Amadour  to  be  their  guide :  who  during  that 
wmre,  did  sutche  valiaunt  factes  as  they  seemed  rather  to  be  des- 
perately than  hardily  cnterprysed  :  and  to  come  to  the  effect  of 
this  discourse^  his  great  valiaunce  was  tryed  euen  to  the  death: 
for  the  Moores  making  a  hragge  as  though  they  would  geae 
battayle,  when  they  sawe  the  army  of  the  Christians,  couoterfaited 
a  retire,  whome  the  Spaniardes  pursued,  but  the  olde  constable 
and  the  duke  of  Albe  doubting  their  poUicie,  stoode  still,  against 
the  will  of  the  prince  of  Spaine,  not  suffering  him  to  passe  ouer  the 
xyuer,  but  the  counte  of  Arande  and  the  duke  of  Cardonne,  (al- 
though they  were  countremanded)  did  foUowe  the  chase,  and  when 
the  Moores  sawe  that  they  were  pursued  with  so  small  a  number, 
they  returned,  and  at  one  recountrie  kylled  the  duke  of  Cardonne, 
and  the  counte  of  Arande  was  so  sore  hurte  as  hee  was  lefte  for 
dead  in  the  place.  Amadour  arriuing  vpon  this  ouerthrowe,  in- 
uaded  the  battaylc  of  the  Moores  with  sutche  rage  and  furie,  as  bee 
rescued  the  twuo  bodycs  of  the  duke  and  countie,  and  caused  them 
to  be  conueyed  to  the  prince's  campe,  who  so  lamented  tlieir 
chaunce,  as  if  they  had  bene  his  owne  brethren :  but  in  searching 
their  woundes,  the  countie  of  Arande  was  founde  to  be  aliue,  and 
was  sent  home  tu  his  own  house  in  a  horseliticr,  where  of  long 
time  he  was  sicke,  and  likewise  was  conueied  to  Cardoune  the 
dead  bod ie  of  the  yong  duke.  Amadour  in  rescuing  those  two 
bodies,  tooke  so  little  heede  to  him  selfe,  as  he  was  inclosed  with 
a  great  number  of  the  Moores,  and  because  he  would  bee  no  more 
taken,  as  well  to  verifie  his  faith  towardes  God,  as  also  his  vowe 
made  to  his  lady,  and  also  considering  tliat  if  he  were  prysoner  to 
the  kyng  of  Granado,  either  hee  should  cruelly  be  put  to  deatli,  or 
els  forced  to  renounce  his  faitb^  be  determined  not  to  make  his 
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deatli  or  taking  glorious  to  his  enemies :  wherefore   kissing  the 

crosse  of  his  sworde,  and   rendring  his  body   and  soule   to   the 

faandes  of  almighty  God,  he  stabbed  him  selfe  into  the  body  with 

sutche  a  blow,  ajt  there  nedcd  no  second  wound  to  rid  him  of  bii 

life:  in  this  sorte  died  poore  Amadour,  so  muchc  lamented  as  bis 

vertucs  did  deserue.     The  newes  hereof  was  bruted  throughout 

Spaine,  and  came  to  Florinda  who  then  was  at  Barselone,  where 

her  husbande  in  his  life  tymc  ordcined  ibe  place  of  his  burial] : 

and  after  shee  had  done  his  honourable  obsequies,  without  makLag 

her  own  mother,  or  mother  in  law  priuie,  she  surrendred  her  selfe 

into  the  monasterie  of  lesus,  there  to  liuc  a  religious  Ufe,  rcceiu- 

ing  him  for  her  husband  and  fricnde,  whiche  had  deliuered  ber 

from  ibe  rehcment  loue  of  Amadour,  and  from  a  displeasaunt  life 

so  great  and  vnquiet  as  was  the  company  of  her  husband. 

In  this  wise  she  conuerted  all  her  atfcctions,  to  pietie 

and  the  perfit  loue  of  God,  who  after  she  had  long 

time  lined  a  reUgious  life,  shee  yelded  vp  her 

soule  in  such  ioye  as  the  bridegrom  doth 

when  he  goeth  to  visitc  his  spowcA. 
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THE  FIFTY-FOURTH  NOUELL. 

The  incontinencie  of  a  duke  and  of  his  impudencie  to  attaine  hit 
purpose,  with  the  iust  punithement  which  he  receiuedfor  the  same, 

Ik  thecitie  of  Florence  (the  chiefest  of  all  Thuscane)  th ere  was 
a  duke  that  maried  the  lady  Margaret  the  bastarde  daughter  of 
the  empcrour  Charles  the  fift.  And  bicausc  shee  was  very  young, 
it  was  not  lawful!  for  him  to  lye  with  her,  but  taryng  till  she 
was  of  riper  yeres,  he  interteigned  and  vaed  her  like  a  noble  gen- 
tleman. And  who  to  spare  his  wife,  was  amorous  of  certaiue 
other  gentlewomen  of  the  citie.  Amonges  whom  be  was  in  loue 
with  a  very  fayre  and  wyse  gentlewoman,  that  wa»  sister  to  a  gen- 
tleman, a  Bcruaunt  uf  his,  whome  the  duke  loued  so  well  as  him- 
•elfe,  to  whome  he  gaue  so  muche  authoritie  in  his  house,  as  hU 
word  was  so  wel  obeied  and  feared  as  tlie  duke's  him  self,  and 
there  was  no  secrete  thing  in  the  duke's  minde,  but  he  declared 
the  same  vnto  him,  who  might  ful  wel  haue  bene  called  a  second 
himself.  The  duke  seing  his  sister  to  be  a  woman  of  great  hon- 
cslie,  had  no  wayes  or  meanes  to  vtter  vnlo  her  the  loue  that  he 
bare  her  (af^er  he  had  iauented  all  occasions  possible)  at  lengtli 
he  came  to  this  gentleman  which  he  loncd  so  well,  and  said  vnto 
him  :  "  My  friend,  if  there  were  any  thing  in  all  the  world, 
wherein  I  were  able  to  pleasure  tlice,  and  woulde  not  doe  it  at  thy 
request,  I  should  be  afraid  to  say  my  fantasic,  and  much  ashamed 
to  cnme  your  help  and  assistance:  but  the  loue  is  such  which  I 
bare  thee,  as  if  I  had  a  wife,  mother,  or  daughter,  that  were  able 
tosaue  thy  life,  I  would  rather  imploy  them,  than  to  sufler  thee 
to  die  in  torment:  and  if  thou  doe  beare  vnto  me  that  aflection 
which  am  thy  maister,  thinke  verely  that  1  doe  beare  vnto  liiee 
the  like.  VS'herefore  I  will  disclose  vnto  thee  suche  a  secrete  and 
priuie  matter,  as  the  silence  thereof  hath  brought  me  into  sutche 
plight  as  thou  seest,  whereof  I  doe  loke  for  none  amendement  but 
by  death  or  by  the  seruice  whiche  thou  maiestdoc  me,  in  a  cer- 
tayne  matter  which  1  purpose  to  tell  thee."  The  gentleman 
hearing  the  reasons  of  his  maister,  and  seing  his  face  not  fayned, 
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but  all  besprent  with  teares,  tooke  great  compassion  vpon  bim 
and  sayd :  "  My  lorde,  I  am  your  Iiumble  seruaunt :  all  the 
goodcs  and  worship  that  I  haue  doth  come  from  you.  You  may 
saye  vnto  me  as  t0  3'our  moale  approued  fVcnde.  Assure  your  self, 
that  all  which  resteth  in  my  power  and  abilitie,  is  already  at  \oor 
conunaundement."  Then  the  duke  began  to  tell  him  of  llie  loue 
that  hee  bare  vnto  his  sister,  which  wasoKsutche  force,  as  if  by 
his  meanes  be  did  not  enioye  her^  his  life  could  not  long  continue. 
For  he  saidc,  that  he  knew  right  well  that  intreatie  and  pn^seutea 
were  with  her  of  no  regard.  Wherfore  he  praied  bim,  that  if  he 
loued  his  life,  so  well  as  he  did  his,  to  Hnde  meanes  for  him  to 
receiue  that  benefite,  which  without  him  he  was  in  despairc  nruer 
to  recouer.  The  brother  which  loued  bis  sister  and  honor  of  his 
kindred,  more  than  the duke^s  pleasure,  made  a  certain  reuerenee 
vnto  him,  humbly  beseching  him  to  vsc  his  trauaill  and  pain  in 
all  other  causes  sauing  in  that,  bicause  it  was  a  sute  so  slaonde- 
rous  and  infamous,  as  it  would  purchase  dishonor  to  his  whole 
familie,  adding  further,  that  neither  his  hart  nor  his  honor  could 
seruc  him,  to  consent  to  do  that  seruice.  The  duke  inflamed  with 
vnspeakcable  furie,  put  his  finger  beiwene  his  teeth,  and  bitini;  of 
the  nayle,  said  vnto  him  in  great  rage :  "  Well  then  siihe  I  finde 
in  thee  no  frendship,  I  know  wbatl  haue  to  doe."  ThegentJcman 
knowing  the  crueltie  of  his  muistcr,  being  sore  afraide,  replied  : 
"  My  lorde,  for  so  much  as  your  desire  is  vehement  and  earnest,  I 
will  speake  vnto  her  and  bry  nge  you  aunswere  of  her  mynde."  And 
as  he  was  departing,  ihe  duke  sayde  vnto  him :  "  See  tliat  ihon 
tender  my  life  as  thou  wylt  that  I  shall  doe  thyne."  Tlie  gentie- 
man  vnderstanding  well  what  that  woordc  did  meane,  absented 
him  selfe  a  day  or  twayne  to  aduise  what  were  best  to  be  done. 
And  amonges  diuers  bis  cogitations,  there  came  to  his  remenH 
braunce  the  bouuden  dutie  which  he  dyd  owe  to  his  moister,  and 
the  goodes  and  honours  whiche  he  had  receyued  at  his  handcs,  on 
the  other  syde,  hee  considered  the  honoar  of  his  house,  the  good 
life  and  chastiiie  of  his  syster,  who  (he  knewc  well)  woulde  neuer 
consent  to  that  wickednesse,  if  by  subtiltie  shee  were  not  surprised, 
orotherwyse  forced,  and  that  it  were  a  thing  very  straunge  aod 
rare,  that  he  should  goe  about  to  delame  hymscUe  and  the  whole 
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stocke  of  his  progenie.    Wherefore  hw  concluded,  that  better  it 
were  for  hym  lo  die,  than  to  cotnmit  a  mischief  so  great  vnto  his 
sister,  wbiche  was  one  of  the  honestest  women  in  all  Italie.    And 
therewithal!  cousidered  how  he  might  deliuer  his   countrie  from 
suich  a  tyrant,  which  by  force  would  blemishe  and  spot  the  whole 
race  of  his  auncient  stock  and  familie.     For  he  knew  right  wel 
that  except  the  duke  were  taken  away,  the  life  of  him  and  his  af- 
iinitie  could  not  be  in  securitie  and  &afegarde :  whertbre  without 
motion  made  lo  his  sister  of  that  matter,  hee  deuised  how  to  saue 
hisUfe  and  the  reproche  that  should  follow.   Vpontlie  second  daye 
he  came  vnto  the  duke,  and  tolde  hym  in  whatsorte  he  had  prac- 
tised with  his  sister,  and  that  although  the  same  in  the  beginning 
was  harde  and  difficult,  yet  in  the  ende  he  made  her  to  consent, 
vpon  coudicion  that  hee  would  kcepe  the  same  so  secrete  as  none 
but  hymsclfeand  he  myght  knowe  of  it.    The  duke  desirous  and 
glad  of  those  newea,  dyd  sone  beleue  hym,  and  imbracing  the 
messanger,  promised  to  geue  him  wbalsoeu«r  he  would  demaunde, 
praying  hym  with  al  spcede  that  hee  might  inioye  his  desyred 
purpose.     Whereupon  they  appointed  a  tyme :  and  to  demaunde 
whether  the  duke  were  glad  and  ioyfull  of  the  same,  it  were  super- 
fluous.   And  when  the  desired  night  was  come,  wherin  he  hoped 
to  haue  the  victorie  of  her  whom  he  thought  inuincibic,  be  and 
the  gentleman   alone    withdrewe    themselues  together,   not    for- 
getting his  perfumed  coif  and  swcte  shirte  wrought  and  trimmed 
after  the  best  maner.     And  when  eche  wight  was  gone  to  bed, 
both  they  repayred  to  the  appointed  lodging  of  his  lady,  where 
being  arriued  they  founde  a  chamber  in  decent  and  comly  oi-der. 
The  gentleman  taking  of  the  duke's  night  gowne,  placed  hym  ia 
the  bedde,  and  sayde   vnto  hym :    "  My   lorde,  1  wil  nowe  goe 
seeke  her,  which  can  not  enter  into  thischtomber  without  blushing, 
howebeit  I  truste  before  to  morrowe  morning  she  wyll  be  very  glad 
of  you."     Which  done,  he  left  the  duke,  and  went  into  his  own 
chamber,  where  be  founde  one  of  his  scruauntcs  alone,  to  whomc 
he  sayde:  "  Hast  thou  the  harte  to  followe  me  into  a  place  where 
I  shall  be  reuenged   vpon  the   greatest  enemie  that  1  haue  in  the 
worldef"  *'  Yea  sir,"  aunswered  hii  man.   Whcreu|>OD  the  gentle- 
man toke  him  with  him  so  sodainWy  as  he  had  no  teasure  to  arme  him 
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selfc  with  other  weapon  but  with  his  onely  dagger.     And  when 
the  duke  htard  him  come  againe,  thinking  he   had  brought  lier 
with  bym  that  he  loued  so  derely,  bee  drewe  the  curteine.and 
opened  bis  eyes  to  behold  and  receiue  that   loye  which  he  had  so 
long  lokcd  lor,  but  in  place  ot'seing  her  which  he  hoped  should  be 
the  coDseruation  of  his  UtCj  he  sawc  the  acceleration  of  his  death, 
which  was  a  naked  sworde  that  the  gentleman  had  draweo,  who 
therwithall  did  strike  the  duke,  whicli  was  in  his  shirte  voyde  of 
weapon,  although  welt  armed  with  courage,  and  sitting  vp  in  his 
bedde  grasped  the  gentleman  about  the  body,  and  sayde  :  "  T»  thti 
thy  promise  whiche  thou  hasi  keptf"  And  seeing  Uiut  hee  had  oa' 
other  weapon  but  his  teeth  and  nayles,  hebittethe  gentleman  iu  the 
arme,  and  by  force  of  his  owne  strengthe  he  so  defended  himselfe^- 
as  they  bothe  fell  downe  into  the  flower.     The  gentleman  fearing 
the  matche,  called  for  hys  manne,  who  finding  the  duke  and  his 
maister  fast  together,  that  lie  wyst  not  whether  to  take,  lie  drewe 
them  both  by  the  feet«  into  the  middest  of  the  chamber,  and  with 
his  dagger  assayde  to  cut  the  duke's  throte.     The  duke  who  de- 
fended himselfe,  till  suche  time  as  the  losse  of  his  bloud  made  him 
so  we.tke  and  feeble  that  he  was  not  able  to  contende  any  longer. 
Then  the  gentleman  and  his  man  laide  hira  againe  into  his  bed« 
where  they  accomplished  the  effect  of  that  muriher.     Afterwaidc 
drawing  tlie  curLeine,  they  departed  and  locked  the  dead  body  io^ 
the  chamber.     And  when  he  sawe  that  he  had  gotten  the  victorie 
of  his   enemy,   by  whose  death  he  thought  to  set  at  liberlic  the 
common  wealth,  he  supposed  bis  facte  to  be  vnperfect  if  be  did 
not  the  like  to  fine  or  sixe  of  them  which  were  nerest  to  llie  duke, 
and  best  bcloued  of  him.     And  to  attaine   the   perfection  of  that 
cnterpryse,  he  bad   big  man  to  doe  the  like  vnto  them  one  after 
another,  that  hee  had  done  to  the  duke.     But  the  seruauot  being 
nothing  bardie  or  coragious,  said  vnto  his  maister:   **  Me  thitikc, 
sir,  that  for  tliis  time  ye  hauc  done  enough,  and  that  it  were  better 
for  you  now  to  deuise  waye  howe  to  saue  your  owne  life»  than  to 
seeke  meanes  to  murder  any  more.     For  if  we  do  consume  so  long 
space  of  time  to  kill  euery  of  them,  as  we  haue  done  in  rourderiag 
of  the  duke,  the  day  light  will  discouer  our  enterpribe   before  we 
haue  mode  an  ende,  yea  although  wee  finde  them  naked   nod 
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without  defence."  The  gentleman  whose  euill  conscience  made 
him  t'eart'ull,  did  bcleue  his  bcruaunt,  and  taking  him  alunc  with 
him,  went  to  the  bishop  that  bad  in  charge  the  gates  of  the  citie, 
and  the  vse  of  the  postes,  to  whom  he  sayd:  "  This  oiieuing  (my 
lord)  newes  came  vnto  me  that  mine  owne  brother  iieth  at  tlie 
point  of  death,  and  crauing  licence  of  the  duke  to  goe  se  him  he 
hath  giuen  me  leaue.  Wherefore  I  bescche  you  commaundc  tiie 
postes  to  deliaerme  two  good  horse,  and  that  you  will  sende  worde 
to  the  porter  that  the  gates  may  be  opened."  The  bishop  which 
estemed  nolesse  his  request  than  the  commaundcment  of  the  duke 
his  maistcr,  incontinently  gaue  him  a  billet,  by  vertue  whcrof 
both  the  gates  were  opened,  and  the  horse  made  ready  according 
to  his  demauiidc.  And  vnder  colour  and  pretence  (»f  visiting  his 
brother,  he  rode  to  Venice,  where  after  he  had  cured  himselfe  of 
the  duke's  bitinges  fastened  in  his  6eshe,  he  trauailed  into  Turkey. 
In  the  morning  the  duke's  seruauntes  seing  the  time  so  late  before 
their  maister  retourncd,  suspectetl  that  he  was  gone  forth  in  visiting 
of  some  ladye,  but  when  they  sawe  he  taried  ao  long,  they  began 
to  seke  for  him  in  euery  place.  The  poore  duchesse  into  whose 
harle  the  loue  of  her  husbaude  strongly  did  inuade,  vnderstanding 
that  he  could  not  be  founde,  was  very  pensifc  and  sorowfull.  fiat 
when  the  gentleman  whicii  he  so  dearely  loued,  was  not  likewyse 
seene  abroade,  searchc  was  made  in  bis  chamber,  where  finding 
bloud  at  the  chamber  dore,  they  entred  in,  but  no  man  was  there 
to  tell  them  any  newes,  and  following  the  tract  of  the  bloud  the 
poore  seruauntes  of  the  duke  went  to  the  chamber  dore,  where  he 
was,  which  dore  they  found  fast  locked,  who  incontinently  brake 
open  the  same :  and  seing  the  place  all  bloudy,  drew  the  curteine, 
and  found  the  wretched  carcasse  of  the  duke  lying  in  the  bedde, 
sleeping  his  endlessc  sleepe.  The  sorrow  and  lamentation  mode  by 
the  duke*s  seruauntes,  carying  the  dead  bodye  into  his  palace,  iseasie 
to  bee  conieciured-  Whcrof  when  the  bishop  was  adueriised,  he 
repaired  thether,  and  tolde  how  the  gentleman  was  gone  awayc  in 
the  night  in  great  haste,  vnder  pretence  to  goe  to  see  his  brother: 
whereupon  it  was  euidently  knowen  that  it  was  he  that  had  com- 
mitted the  murder.  And  it  was  proued  that  his  poore  sister  was 
neuer  priuie  to  tlie  facte,  who  altliough  she  was  astooned  with  the 
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sodayneg  of  the  deede,  yet  her  lone  towardes  her  brother  ww  ftrre 

moKie  increaaedy  bicanse  he  had  deliuered  her  from  a  prince  to  cnieD, 

the'  enemy  of  her  bonestie :  for  doing  whereof  he  did  npt  iticke  to 

hazaxd  his  owne  life.    Whereupon  she  persenered  more  and  more 

in  vertne,  and  althongh  she  was  poore,  by  reason  her  boose  was 

confiscate,  yet  both  her  sister  and  shee  matdied  with 

so  honest  and  riche  basbandes  as  were  to  be 

foundein  Italic :  and  afterwardes  they 

bothe  lined  in  good  and 

great  reputation. 
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THE  FIFTY-FIFTH  NOUELL. 

One  of  t fie  Frenche  hinge's  called  Frauncis  the  Jirste  of  that  namej 
declared  his  gentle  nature  to  coutUe  GuiUaume,  thai  would  hauc 
killed  him,  ' 

Iif  Digeon  a  town  of  Burgundie,  there  came  to  the  seruice  of 
king  Frauncis,  (whiche  was  father  to  Henry  the  second  of  that 
name,  whiche  Heury  was  kylied  by  Mounsier  Mongomefte,  in  a 
triumphe  at  the  tilt,  and  grauadfather  lo  Charles  tlie  ix.  that  now 
raigneth  in  Fraance)  an  earle  of  AUemaigoe  called  Guiilaume, 
of  the  house  of  Saxon,  whercanto  the  house  of  Sauoie  ia  so  greatly 
allied,  as  in  old  time  they  were  but  one.  This  counte  for  so 
much  as  he  was  estemed  to  be  so  comely  and  hardy  a  gentleman 
as  any  was  in  Almaigne,  was  in  sutche  good  fauour  with  the 
king,  as  he  tooke  him  not  onely  into  seruice,  but  vsed  liim  so 
nere  his  persone,  as  he  made  him  of  his  priuy  chamber.  Vpoa 
a  day  the  gouemour  of  Burgundie,  the  lorde  Trimouille  (an 
auncieut  knight  and  ioyall  seniaunt  of  the  kyng)  like  one  suspi- 
cious and  fearful!  of  the  eujll  and  hurt  of  his  maister,  had  daylie 
espies  oner  his  enemies,  vsing  his  affaires  so  wyscly,  as  very  fewe 
Uiinges  were  concealed  from  hym.  Among  other  aduertisementes, 
one  of  his  friendes  wrote  vnto  hitn  that  the  counte  Guillaume 
had  receiued  certain  sommes  of  money,  with  promise  of  more, 
if  by  any  meanes  he  could  deuise  which  waye  to  kill  the  king. 
The  lorde  of  Trimouile  hearing  of  this,  failed  not  to  come  to  the 
kyng  to  giue  him  knowledge  thereof,  and  disclosed  it  lykewyse 
to  madame  Loyse  of  Sauoye  his  mother,  who  forgetting  her 
amitie  and  aliaunce  with  the  Almaigne  earle,  besought  the  king 
forthwith  to  put  hym  awaye.  The  kyng  prayed  his  mother  to 
speake  no  more  thereof,  and  sayde,  that  it  was  impossible  that  so 
honest  a  gentleman  would  attempt  to  doe  a  deede  so  wicked. 
Within  a  while  after,  there  came  other  newes  of  tliat  matter, 
confirming  the  first:  whereof  the  gouernour  for  the  iniire 
lone  he  bare  to  hia  maister,  craued  licence  either  to  expel  him 
the  countrie,  or  to  put  him  in  warde.     But  the  king  gaue  speciall 
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cotumaundemcnt  that  he  should  not  make  any   scmhlaonce  of 
displeasure,  for  that  hee  pur[)osed  by  some  other  meanes  to  koowe 
the  truthc.     Vpon   a   time  when  he   went  a  hunting  he   girded 
about  him  the  best  sworde  that  hee  had,  to  serue  for  all  armes 
and  assayes^  and   toke  witli  hym  the  couute  Guillaunie,  whome 
he  coramaunded  to  waytc  rpon  him,  the  Brste  and  chiefest  next 
his  owne  persone.     And  after  he  had  followed  the  hart  a  cer- 
tayne  tyme,  the  kyng  seing  that  his  trayncs  was  farre  from  bym, 
and  no  man  neare  him   snuing  the  counte,   toumed   hinn   selfe 
rounde  about,  and  when  hee  sawe  that  hee  was  alone,  in   the 
mydde  of  the  forest,  hee  drewe  out  his  sworde,  and  sayd  to  the 
counter  **  How  saye  you  (sir  counte)  is  not  this  a  fiiyre  and 
good   swoordcf"    The  counte  feling  it  at  the  point,  and  well 
%-iewyDg  the  same,  aunswcred  that  he  neuer  sawe  a  better  in  aJI 
his  life.     "  You  haue  reason,"  sayde   the  kyng,  "  and  I  beicoc 
that  if  a  gentleman  were  determined  to  kyll  mee,  and  did  knowe 
the  force  of  myne  anncs,  and  the  goodnessc  of  mync  harte  ac- 
companied with  this  sword,  he  would  bee    twyse  well   aduised 
before  hee  attempted  that  enterprise.     Notwithstanding  I  would 
accompt  him  but  a  cowarde,  wee  being  alone  wiihoute  witnesses, 
if  he  did  not  attempt   tliat,  which   he   were  disposed  to  du." 
The  counte  Guillaume  with  bashful!  and  astonned  countenaunce 
aunsweared :  "  Sir,  the  wickednesse  of  the  enterprise  were  very 
great,  but  the  folly  in  the  execution  were  no  lesse."     The  king 
with  those  wordes  fell  in  a  laughter,  and  put  the  sword  in  the 
skabcrd  againc:  and    hearing  thai    tlie    chftse   drewe  nere  him, 
he  made  to  the  same  so  faste  as  he  coulde.     When  be  was  come 
thether,  he  said  nothing  of  that  which  had  passed  betweene  theim, 
and   verelye  thoughte  that  the  counte  Guillaume  altJiough  that 
he  was  a  strong  and  stoute  gentleman,  yet  be  was  no  man  to 
do  so  great  an  enterprise.     But  the   counte  Guillaume,  feanog 
to  be  bewrayed  or  suspected  of  the  fact,  next  day  morning  r^* 
payred  to  Robertet  the  secretarie  of  the  kioge's  reuenues,  and 
saide  ttiat  hee  had  well  wayed  the  giftcs  and  annuities  which  the 
kiuge  would  giue  him  to  turrie,  but  he  pcrceiued  that  tiiey  were 
not  sufficient  to  interteigne  him  for  halie  a  yeare,  and  that  if  it 
pleased  not  the  king  to  double  the  same,  hee  should  be  forced  to 
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departe,  praying  the  sayde  Roberlel  to  know  his  grace's  pleasure 
8o  soiie  as  he  coulde,  who  sayd  vnto  him,  that  he  himsclfe  could 
without  further  commission  disburssenomore  vnto  him,  butgladly 
without  further  delay  he  would  repaire  to  the  king :  which  he 
did  more  willingly,  because  he  liad  seene  the  aduertisemenU  of  the 
goucroor  aforesaid.     And  so  sone  as  the  kinge  was  awake,  he 
declared  the  matter  vnto  him  in   the  presence  of  monsier  Trimo' 
ujllc  and  mousicr  Bouinet  lord  admiral!,  who   were  vtterly  igno- 
rant of  that  which  the  kiug  had  done.     To  whom  the  kinge  said  : 
"  Loc,  ye  haue  bene  miscontented  for  tlmt  I  would  not  put  away 
the  counte  Guillaume,  but  now  ye  sec  he  puttcth  away  himselfe. 
Wherefore  Robertet  (quoth  the  king)  tell  him,  that  if  he  be  not 
content  with  the  state  which  he  receiued  at  his  first  eotrie  into  my 
flcniice,  whereof  many  gentlemen  of  good  houses  would  thinke 
themsclues  happie,  it  is  meete  that  he  sceke  his  better  fortune, 
and  tell  him  that  I  would  be  lothe  to  hinder  him,  but  wilbe  very 
well  contented,  tliat  he  seeke  where  he  may  liue  belter,  accordingly 
as  he  deseiiieth.'*     Robertet  was  so  diligent  to  bearc  tliis  aun- 
aweare   to  the  counte,  as  he  was  to  present  his  sute  to  the  kinge. 
The  counte  said  that  with  his  licence  he  would  gladly  go  forthwith: 
and  as  one  whom  feare  forced  to  depart,  he  was  not  able  to  beare 
his  abode  xxiv.  houres.     And  as  the  king  was  sitting  downe  to 
dinner,  fayning  to  be  sorye  for  his  deparlm^,  but  that  necessitie 
compelled  him  to  lose  his  presence,  hee  toke  his  leaue.     He  went 
likewise  to  take  leaue  of  the  king's  mother,  which  she  gaue  him 
with  so  great  ioy,  as  she  did  rcceiue  him,  being  her  nere  kinsman 
and  freind.     Then  he  went  into  his  countrie:  and  the  king  seing 
bis  mother  and  seruauntes  astonncd  at  his  sodaine  departure, 
declared  vnto  them  the  alarme,  which  he  had  giucn  him, 
saying,  that  although  he  was  innocent  of  the  matter 
suspected,  soe  was  his  feare  greate  ynoughe,  to 
departe  from  a  maister  wyth  whose  condi- 
cions    hitherto    he    was    not  ac- 
quainted. 
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THE  FIFTY-SIXTH  NOUELL. 

A  pleataunt  discoun  of  a  great  Lord  to  euioy  a  Gentiervoman  of 

Pampeluna. 

There  was  in  the  time  of  king  Lewes  the  xn.  of  that  name^  a 
young  lord,  calleil  the  lorde  of  Auanoes  sonne  to  the  lorde  Ale- 
bret,  and  brother  to  king  John  of  Nauarre,  with  whom  the  said 
lord  of  Auannes  ordinarely  remayned.  Now  this  yong  lorde  was  of 
the  age  of  xv.  yeares,  »o  comely  a  personage,  and  full  of  curtesie 
and  good  behauiour,  as  hee  seemed  to  be  created  for  none  other 
purpose,  but  to  be  beloued  and  regarded:  and  so  he  was  in  deede 
of  a1  those  that  did  wel  behold  and  note  his  commendable  grace 
and  condicion,  but  chiefly  of  a  woman,  dwelling  in  the  citie  of 
Pampelunse  in  Nauarre,  the  wife  of  a  rich  man,  with  whom  $he 
liued  honestly  :  and  alttioughshc  was  but  xxiii.  yere&  of  age,  and 
her  husband  very  nere  iiftie,  yet  her  behauior  was  so  modest,  as 
she  seemed  rather  a  widow  than  a  roaried  wyfe,  who  vsed  not  to 
frequent  and  hauQte  any  mariages,  banquets,  or  common  assem- 
blies without  the  company  of  her  husbande,  the  vertue  and  good- 
nes  of  whom  she  so  greatly  esteemed,  as  she  preferred  the  same 
before  the  beautie  of  al  others.  The  husband,  hauing  experience 
of  her  wisedome,  put  such  trust  in  her,  as  he  committed  al  thaf- 
foires  of  his  house  to  her  discretion:  vpon  a  day  this  rich  man 
with  his  wife,  were  inuited  to  a  mariage  of  one  that  was  nere  kinne 
vnto  him :  to  which  place  (for  the  great  honor  of  the  mariage)  re- 
paired the  yong  lord  of  Auannes,  who  naturally  was  giuen  to 
dauncing,  and  for  his  excellencie  in  dauncing  there  was  not  his 
like  to  be  found  in  his  time:  after  dinner  when  they  prepared  to 
daunce,  the  lord  of  Auaimes  was  intrcated  tliercunto  by  the  rich 
man :  the  said  lord  asked  him  with  what  gentlewoman  hee  should 
lead  the  daunce.  He  aunsweared  him:  "  My  lord  if  there  were 
any  one  more  bcautifull,  or  more  at  my  couunaundement  then 
my  wyfe,  1  would  present  her  vnto  you,  beseeching  you  to  do  mee 
80  much  honour  as  to  take  her  by  the  hande."  Which  the  yong 
lorde  did,  and  by  reason  of  his  youthfull  courage  he  toke  more 


OF    PAMPELVK£. 


433 


pleasure  id  vaultiage  and  dauncinge^  then  in  beholding  the  heautie 
of  the  ladies  :  and  she  whom  he  ledde  by  the  hand,  contrarywyse 
regarded  more  the  grace  and  beantie  of  the  said  yong  lord,  then 
the  daunce  wberin  she  was,  albeit  for  her  great  wisedomeshe  made 
therof  no  semblance  at  al.     When   snpper  time  was  come,  tlie 
lord  of  Auannes  badde  the  companie  farewell  and  went  home  to 
the  castle:  whether  the  riche  man  accompanied   him  vppon  his 
moile:  and   riding   homewards    together,   hee    saidc   vnto   him: 
"  My  lord,  this  day  you  haue  done  so  great  honor  vnto  my  kinse- 
men  and  mee,  that  it  were  great  ingratitude  if  I  should  not  offer 
my  selfe  with  all  the  goods  I  haue  to  do  you  seruice:  I  knowe  sir 
tliat  such  lordes  as  you  be  which  haue  nere  and  conetous  fathers, 
many  times  do  lacke  money  which  we  by  keeping  of  smal  hous- 
hold,  and  vsing  good  husbandrie  do  heape  and  gather  together. 
Kow  thus  it  is  sir,  tliat  God  hauing  giucn  mee  a  wyfe  accordinge 
to  my  desire  he  would  not  in  this  world  altogether  indue  mee  with 
heauenly  pleasures,  but  hath  left  me  voyde  of  one  ioy  which   is 
the  ioye  that  fathers  haue  of  children.   I  know  sir  that  it  is  not  my 
dutic,  and  bclongeth  not  to  my  state  to  adopt  you  for  such  a  one, 
but  if  it  maye  please  you  to  receiue  mee  for  your  aeniaunt,  and  to 
declare  vnto  me  your  small  affaires,  so  farre  as  a  hundred  thousande 
crownes  shall  extende,  I  will  not  sticke  to  heipe  your  necessities." 
The  yong   lorde  of  Auannes  was  very  ioyfull  of  this  offer,  for  he 
had  suche  a  fntlier  as  the  other  had  described  vnto  him  :  and  after 
he  had  giuen  him  hartie  thanckes,  he  called  him  his  frendlye 
father.    From  that  time  forth  the  sayd  riche  man  conceiued  such 
loue  in  the  yong  lord,  as  daily  he  ceased  not  to  inquire  of  bis 
lacke  and  want,  and  hid  not  from  his  wyfe  the  dcuociou  which  he 
bare  to  the  said  lorde  of  Auannes,  for  which  she  rendred  vnto  him 
double  thanckes.     And  after  that  time  the  said  yung  lord  lacked 
not  what  he  desired,  and  many  times  resorted  to  that  rich  man'« 
to  drincke  and  cate  with  him,  and  finding  him  not  at  home,  his 
wyfe  rewarded  him  with  his  demauude:  whoe  admonished  her  by 
wyse  find  discrete  talke  to  be  vertuous,  because  be  feared  and 
loued  her  aboue  all  the  women  of  the  worlde.    She  which  had  God 
and  her  honor  before  her  eyes,  was  contente  with   his  siglit  and 
talke,  wherin  consisted  the  satisfaction  of  his  honestie  and  vertuous 
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loae ;  in  soch  wise  as  she  neuer  made  any  ftignc  a 
wberby  he  might  thioke  and  iadge  that  shoe  bad  anye  affiectian 
vnto  him,   bat    that   which    was    both   brotberhe  and    cfahitiaii. 
During  ibii  coaerte  amitie,  the  lord  of  Auanoei  thioogfa  the  for^ 
said  ayde,  was  very  gorgious  and  trim  me,  and  approchiog  tbe 
ageofxvn.  yeares,  began  to  frequent  the  company  of  geade- 
women  more  thea  be  was  wont  to  do:    and  altbongh  be  had  a 
more  willing  desire,  to  loue  that  wyse  and  discrete  dame  abooe 
other,  yet  the  ieare  which  he  bad  to  lose  her  loae  (if  shee  misliked 
his  sate)  made  him  to  hold  his  peace,  and  to  seeke  els  wber:  and 
gaue   himself  to  the  loue  of  a  genilewomaa  dwelling  hard  by 
Pampelunae,  which  had  to  husband  a  yong  gentleman,  that  above 
all  thinges  loued  and  delighted  in  dogges,  borsse,  and  bawkes. 
This  noble  gentleman  began  (for  her  sake)  to  deuise  a  thousand 
pastimes,  as  toroeyes,  running  at   the   tilt,  mommeries,  maskes, 
fcastes  and  other  games,  at  all  which  this  yong  dame  was  present : 
but  because  that   her  husband  was  very  fantasticall,  and  saw  his 
wyfe  to  be  faire  and  wanton,  bee  was  ialous  of  her  honour,  and 
kepte  her  in   so  straite,  as  the  sayde  lord  of  Auannes  colde  get 
nothing  at  her  hands  but  words,  shortly  spoken,  in  some  daunce, 
albeit  in  litle  time  and  iesse  speache,  the  sayd  lorde  perceyued 
that  there  wanted  nothing  for  full  perfection  of  their  loue,  bat 
time  and  place:  wherfore  he  came  to  his  new  adopted  father  the 
rich  man,  and  said  viito  hira  tliat  he  was  minded  with  great  deuo- 
oion  to  viiitc  our  lady  of  Montferrat,  iutreatiug  him  to  suffer  his 
houshoulde  traine  to  remaine  with  bim,  because  he  was  disposed 
to  go  thither  alone.    Whcrounlo  he  willingly  agreed  :  but  his  wyfe 
whose  hart  the  great  prophet  loue  had  inspired,  incontinently  sus* 
peeled   the  true  cause  of  that  voyage,  and  cold  not  forbcare  to 
sayo  vnto  the  lord  of  Auannes    these  woords :    **  My  lord,  my 
lorde,  the   pilgrimage  of  the  lady  whom  you  wursliippe,  is  not 
farre  without  the  walles  of  the  citie.  wherefore  1  beseech  yoa 
nboue  all  thinges  to  haue  regardc  vnto  your  health."     Hee  which 
feared  her,  and  loued  her,  blushed  at  her  words,  and  witliout  talke 
by  his  countennuiicc  he  seemde  to  confesse  the  trolhe:  whete- 
upon  he  departed,  and   when   he  had  bought  a  couple  of  faire 
genets  of  Spaiae  he  clothed  himself  like  a  horsekecper  and  so  dis- 
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guised  his  face  as  no  man  kuew  him.    The  gentleman  which  had 
marled  that  fonde  and   wanton  gentlewoman,  louinge  abouc  all 
thinges  (as  is  sayde  before)  fayre  horses,  espyed  those  two  genets 
which   the  lord  of  Auannes  did  lead,  and  incontinently  came  lo 
buy  them :  and  after  he  had  bought  them,  hoc  beheld  the  horso- 
keeper  which  rode  and  handled  them  passing  well,  and  asked  him 
if  he  were  willing  to  serue  him:  the  lord  of  Auannes  answeared 
yea,  and  added  further  how  he  was  a  poore  horse-keeper  vnskilfuU 
of  other  science  but  of  keepinge  of  horse,  which  practize  hce  could 
do  so  well,  as  he  doubted  not  but  he  should  content  and  please 
him  :  the  gentleman  very  glad  thereof,  gaue  him  charge  of  all  his 
horse,  and  called  forth  his  wyfe  vnto  him,  vnto  whom  he  recom- 
mended his  horse  and  horsekeper,  and  told  her  that  he  himself 
was  disposed  to  go  to   the  castel :  the  gentlewoman  so  well  to 
please  her  husband  as  for  her  owne  delight  and  pastime,  wente  to 
Joke  vpon  her  horse  and  to  behold  her  new  horskeper,  who  seemed 
to  be  a  man  of  good  bringing  vp,  notwithstanding  she  kncwe  him 
not.    He  seing  that  she  had  no  knowledge  of  him,  came  to  do  re- 
uerence  vnto  her  after  the  maner  of  Spaine,  and  takinge  her  by  the 
hand  kissed  the  same,  and  by  kissing  of  her  hand,  he  disclosed 
himself  so  much  as  she  knew  him  :  for  in  dauncing  with  her  many 
times  he  vsed  the  likecurtesie:  and  then  she  ceased  not  to  deuise 
place  wher  she  might  speake  to  him  a  part :  which  she  did  the 
very  same  euening:  for  being  hidden  to  a  feast  wheruoiu  her  hus- 
band would  faine  haue  had  her  to  go,  she  fayned  herselfe  to  be 
•icke  and  not  able :  and  her  husband  loth  to  faile  his  frends  re- 
quest, said  vnto  her :  "  For  so  much  (my  good  wyfe)  as  you  be 
not  disposed  to  go  with  me,  I  pray  you  to  haue  regard  to  my 
dogges  and  horse  that  they  may  lack  nothing."  The  gentlewommi 
was  very  wel  contented  with  that  comission :    howbeit  witliout 
chaung  of  countenance  she  made  him  answere  iliat  sith  in  better 
things  he  would  not  imploic  her,  she  would  not  refuse  the  least,  to 
satisBehis  desire  :  and  her  husband  was  no  soaer  out  of  the  gates, 
but  she  went  downe  into   the  stable,   where  she  founde  faulie 
wyth  diuers  things:  for  prouision  whereof  she  committed  such 
seueral   busines  to  her  men   on  euery  side,  that  shee  reuiayned 
alone  with  the  master  horskeper :  and  i'or  fearc  ieost  any  should 
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come  vpon  them  vnwarcs,  she  said  vmo  him:  "  Go  into  my 
garden  and  tarie  my  comming  in  the  liilc  house  at  the  ende  of  the 
alley-"  Which  he  did  so  diligently  as  hee  had  no  leasure  to 
thancke  her,  and  after  that  she  had  giuen  order  to  the  yeomen  of  the 
stable,  shee  went  to  see  the  dogges,  councerraiiiug  like  care  and 
diligence  to  haue  them  wel  intreated :  in  sach  wise  as  she  seemed 
rather  a  mayde  of  the  chamber  then  a  maistresse  of  the  house: 
which  done  shee  returned  into  her  chamber,  where  she  made  her 
selfe  to  be  so  wcrie,  as  she  went  to  bed,  saying  that  she  was  dis- 
posed tosleepe.  All  her  women  left  her  alone  except  one  in  whom 
she  reposed  her  greatest  trust,  and  vntu  whom  she  said :  "  Go  downe 
tnio  ihe  garden,  and  cause  him  whom  yon  shall  findc  at  the  ende  of 
tlie  alley,  lo  come  hither."  The  mayde  wente  downe  and  founde 
the  maisterhorskeeper  there,  whom  forthwith  shee  brought  vnto  her 
maistrcsse :  and  then  the  gentlewoman  caused  her  mayd  to  go 
forth  to  watch  when  her  husbande  came  home.  The  lord  of 
Auannes  seing  that  he  was  alone  with  his  maistres,  put  of  his 
horsekeeper's  apparrel,  plucked  from  his  face  his  false  nose  and 
beard,  and  not  as  a  fcareful  horsekeeper,  but  like  such  a  lord  as  be 
was,  without  asking  Icaue  of  the  gentlewoman,  boldly  laied  him 
downe  beside  her:  where  hee  was  of  that  foolishe  woman  receiued 
so  ioyfuUy,  as  his  estate  and  goodly  personage  did  recjuire,  con- 
tinuing with  her  vntil  theretome  of  her  husband:  at  whose  com- 
ming putting  vpon  himagainc  his  counterfaite  attire,  left  the  plea- 
sure which  by  policie  and  malice  he  had  vsurped.  The  gentleman 
when  hee  was  within,  heardc  tell  of  the  dilligence  which  his  wife  had 
vsed  vppon  his  commaundemente,  and  thanked  her  very  hartelie. 
"  Husband  (said  the  gentlewoman)  1  do  but  my  dutie,and  do  assure 
you  that  if  there  be  noouerseer  tochecke  and  commaundeyour  negli- 
gent seruaunts,  you  shal  haue  neither  dogge  nor  horse  well  kept 
and  ordred :  but  forasmuche  as  I  knowe  their  slouth,  and  your  good 
wil,  you  shaibe  better  serued  then  you  haue  bin  heretofore."  The 
gentleman  who  thought  that  he  had  gotten  the  best  horsekeeper 
of  the  worlde,  asked  her  how  she  liked  him.  "  I  assure  you  sir 
(quoth  she)  he  doth  his  busines  so  well  as  any  aeruaunt,  howbeit 
he  had  neede  to  be  called  vppon,  for  you  know  seruauntes  in  these 
dayes  without  an  oucrseer,  wiJbc  be  slow  and  carelesse."    Thus  of 
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long  time  continued  thehusbande  and  wyfe  in  greater  amltie  and 
loue  then  before,  and  gaue  oner  all  the  suspicion  and  ialousie 
which  hee  had  conceyued,  because  before  time  his  wyfe  luuinge 
feastes,  daunces  and  companies^  waa  become  inteniife  and  diligente 
about  her  household :  and  perceiued  that  now  many  times  she 
was  contented  in  homely  garmeutestogo  vp  and  downe  the  house 
wher  before  she  was  accustomed  to  be  iv.  houres  in  trimming  of 
berselfe :  whereof  shee  was  commended  of  her  husbande,  and  of 
eucry  man  that  knew  not  how  the  greater  deuill  had  chased  awaye 
the  lesse.  Thus  liued  this  yonge  dame  vnder  the  hypocrisie  and 
habite  of  an  honest  woman,  in  suche  fleshlye  pleasure  as  reason, 
conscience^  order  and  measurCj  had  no  longer  resting  place  iu 
her:  which  insaciat  lust  the  yong  lord  of  delicate  complexion  was 
no  longer  able  to  susteine,  but  began  to  woxe  so  pale  and  feeble, 
as  he  needed  no  visarde  for  disfiguring  of  himselfe.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  folish  loue  which  he  bare  to  that  woman  so  dulled  bis 
scnce,  as  he  presumed  vppon  that  force  which  fayled  in  the 
monstruous  giant  Hercules,  whereby  in  the  ende  constrayoed  with 
sicknes  and  councelled  by  his  maistresse,  which  loued  not  the 
sicke  so  well  as  the  hole,  demaunded  leaue  of  his  maistcr  to  go 
home  to  his  frends:  who  to  his  great  griefe  graunted  bini  the 
same:  and  caused  him  to  make  promise  that  when  he  was  recouer- 
od  hee  should  returne  againe  to  his  seruice.  Thus  went  the  lord 
of  Auannes  on  foote  away  from  his  mnister,  for  he  had  not  paste 
the  lenght  of  one  streate  to  trauaile.  And  when  he  was  come  to 
the  rich  man's  house  his  new  fatlier,  he  found  none  at  home  but 
his  wyfe,  whose  vertuous  loue  shee  bare  him  was  nothing  dimi- 
nished for  al  his  voyage:  but  when  she  saw  htm  so  leane  and  pale, 
she  could  not  forbeare  to  say  vnlo  him :  "  Sir,  I  knowe  not  in 
what  staye  your  conscience  is,  but  your  body  is  litle  amended  by 
this  pilgrimage,  and  I  am  in  doubte  that  the  way  wherein  you 
traueiled  in  the  night,  did  wearie  and  paine  you  more,  then  that 
vppon  the  daye:  for  if  you  had  gone  to  Hierusalem  on  foote, 
you  mighte  perhappes  haue  returned  more  sunue  burned,  but  more 
leane  and  weake  it  had  bin  impossible.  Now  make  accompt  of 
your  pilgrmiage  here,  and  serue  no  more  such  sainctes,  for  in 
place  of  raysinge  the  deade  from  life,  they  do  to  death  those  that 


be  on  liue:  moreouer  I  shall  saye  vato  you,  that  if  your  boHyc 
were  neuer  so  sinfull,  I  see  well  it  hath  suflred  suche  pcnauncc,  as 
I  haue  pilie  to  renewe  anye  former  payne."  When  the  lorde  of 
Auannes  had  hearde  all  her  talke  he  was  no  lesse  angrie  with  him- 
selfe  then  ashamed,  and  saide  vnto  her :  "  Madame,  I  haue  some- 
times heard  tell  that  repentaunce  insneth  sinne,  and  now  1  haue 
proued  the  same  to  my  cost,  praying  you  to  excuse  my  youth  that 
coutd  not  be  corrected  but  by  experience  of  thateuill,  whicii  before 
it  would  not  beleeue."  The  gentlewoman  chauoging  her  talke, 
caused  him  to  lye  downe  vppon  a  fayre  bedde,  where  he  lay  the 
space  of  XV,  dayes,  feedinge  onely  vppon  restoratiues:  and  the 
husband  and  wyfe  kept  him  so  good  companyc,  as  one  of  theim 
neuer  departed  from  him :  and  albeit  that  he  had  committed  those 
follies,  (suche  as  you  haue  heard)  against  the  minde  and  aduise 
of  that  wyse  and  discrete  dame,  yet  shee  neuer  diminished  tlie 
vertuous  loue  which  shee  bare  him,  for  shee  still  hoped  that  after 
he  had  spent  his  yonger  dayes  in  youthly  follies,  he  would  retire 
at  length  when  age  and  experience  should  force  him  to  Tse  honest 
loue,  and  by  that  meanes  would  be  altogether  her  owne.  And 
during  those  Hfteene  dayes  that  he  was  cherished  in  her  house, 
she  vsed  vnto  him  womanly  and  commendable  talke  onely  tending 
to  the  loue  of  vertue,  which  caryed  such  effect  as  he  began  to 
abborre  the  foliie  that  he  committed:  and  beholding  the  gentle- 
woman which  in  beautie  passed  the  otlier  wanton,  with  whom  he 
had  delt  before,  he  imprinted  in  minde  more  and  more  the  graces 
and  vertues  that  were  in  her,  and  was  not  able  to  keepe  in  bane 
the  secrete  conccipt  of  the  same,  but  abandoning  all  fear«he  sayd 
vnto  her :  "  Madame,  I  sec  no  better  meanes,  to  be  such  one, 
and  so  vertuous  as  you  by  wordes  desire  me  for  to  be,  but  to  settle 
my  hartc,  aud  giue  my  selfe  to  be  holie  in  loue  with  vertue,  and 
the  qualities  therunto  appertinent.  1  humblie  beseech  you  ther- 
fore  (good  madame)  to  tel  me  if  your  selfe  wil  not  vouchsafe  to 
giue  me  al  your  ayde  and  fanor  that  you  possiblie  can,  for  tbob- 
teyningof  the  same."  The  maistresse  very  ioyful  to  heare  htm  vse 
that  language,  made  him  aunswere:  "  And  I  do  promise  you  sir, 
that  if  you  wilbe  in  loue  with  vertue  as  it  behoueth  so  noble  a  state 
as  you  be,  1  wil  do  you  the  seruicc  that  1  can  to  bring  you  there- 
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unto  with  such  power  and  abilitte  as  God  hath  planted  in  mee." 
"  Well  madame,"  said  the  lorde  of  Auannes,  "  remember  then 
your  promise,  and  vnderstande  that  God  vnknowen  of  the  Chris- 
tian but  by  fayth,  hath  dayned  to  take  flesh,  like  to  that  our  sinful 
which  we  beare  about  vs,  to  thend  that  by  drawing  our  flesh  into 
tbc  loue  of  his  humanity,  he  may  draw  also  our  minde  to  the  loue 
of  his  diuinitie,  and  requireth  to  be  serued  by  thinges  visible  to 
make  vs  loue  by  fayth  that  diuinity  which  is  inulsible:  in  like  : 
maner  the  vertue  which  I  desire  to  imbrace  ail  the  dayes  of  my 
life>  is  a  thing  inuisibte  and  nnt  to  hp  Reon  hntb^  outward  etfects: 
wherfore  needeful  it  is,  that  she  now  do  put  vpon  her  some  body 
or  shape  to  let  herselfe  be  knowen  amonges  men  :  which  in  dcede 
she  hath  don  by  induing  herself  witli  your  form  and  shape,  as  the 
most  perfect  that  she  is  able  to  find  amonges  liuiog  creatures : 
wherfore  I  do  acknowledge  and  confesse  you  to  be  not  onety  a 
vertuous  creature,  but  euen  very  vertue  it  self.  And  I  which  see 
the  same  to  shine  vnder  the  glimsing  vaile  of  the  most  perfect 
that  euer  was:  I  will  honor  and  serue  the  same  during  my  life, 
forsaking  (for  the  same)  all  other  vaine  and  vicious  loue/'  The 
gentlewoman  no  lesse  content  then  marucling  to  here  those 
words,  dissembled  so  wel  her  contented  minde  as  she  said  vnto 
him:  **  My  lord,  1  take  not  vpon  me  to  aunswere  your  diuinity, 
but  like  her  that  is  more  fearefull  of  euill  then  beleful  of  good,  do 
humblie  beseech  you  to  cease  to  speake  to  me  those  words  of 
prayse,  that  is  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  them.  I  know  right  wel 
that  I  am  a  woman,  not  onely*as  another  is,  but  so  imperfect,  as 
vertue  might  do  a  better  acte  to  transforme  me  into  her,  then  she 
to  take  my  forme,  except  it  be  when  she  desires  to  be  vnknowea 
to  the  world :  for  vnder  such  habite  as  mine  is,  vertue  cannot  be 
knowen,  according  to  her  worthines :  so  it  is  sir,  that  for  mine  im- 
perfection, I  wil  not  cease  to  here  you  such  aflection,  as  a  womaa 
ought  or  maye  do  that  feareth  God,  and  huth  respect  to  her 
honour:  but  tliat  affection  shal  not  appere,  vntill  your  harte  be 
able  to  receiue  the  pacience  which  vertuous  loue  commaundeth. 
And  now  sir  I  know  what  kinde  of  speach  to  vse,  and  thincke 
that  you  do  not  loue  so  well,  your  ownc  goodes,  purse  or  honour, 
as  1  doe  with  all  my  hart  tender  and  imbrace  the  same."    The 


or    PAMPELUN.V. 


4H 


iDlerteigDed  for  her  husband,  quicklie  Icpi  iniu  the  bed,  hoping 
that  the  occasion  and  place  would  make  that  wise  woman  to 
chaungc  her  minde,  which  he  found  to  be  contrary:  for  so  soue  as 
he  lept  iato  the  bed  of  thone  side,  sbee  speedelie  went  out  of 
the  oilier,  and  putting  on  her  night  gowne  she  repaired  to  the 
bed's  head,  and  said  vnto  him :  "  How  now  sir,  do  you  thincke 
that  occasions  can  chaunge  a  chaste  harte^  beleeue  and  thincke 
tliat  as  gold  is  proued  in  the  fomace,  euen  so  an  vnspotted  hart 
in  the  middest  of  teinptacion:  wherein  many  times  an  honest  hart 
sheweth  it  selfe  to  be  more  strong  and  vertuous,  then  els  where, 
and  the  more  it  is  assailed  by  his  contrary,  the  coulder  be  the 
desires  of  the  same :  wherefore  be  you  assured  that  if  1  had  bin 
affected  with  other  minde  then  that  which  many  times  I  haue  dis- 
closed vnto  you,  I  would  not  hauc  feyled  to  finde  roeanes  to  haue 
satisfyed  the  same:  praying  yuu  that  if  yon  will  haue  me  to  con- 
tinue the  affection  which  1  beare  you,  to  remoue  from  your  mindc 
for  eucr  not  oncly  the  will  but  the  thought  also,  for  any  thingc 
you  be  able  to  do  to  make  me  other  then  I  am.'"  As  she  was 
speaking  of  these  words  her  women  came  into  the  chamber, 
whom  she  commaunded  to  bring  in  a  colacion  of  all  sortcs  of 
comficts  and  other  delicates:  but  that  time  bee  had  no  appetite 
either  to  eate  or  drincke,  hee  was  fallen  into  suche  dispaire  for 
fayling  of  his  entejprise :  fearing  that  the  demonstraciou  of  his 
desire,  would  haue  caused  her  to  giue  ouer  the  secrete  familiaritie 
betweene  them.  The  husbande  hauinge  ceased  the  Her,  retorned 
and  intreated  the  lord  of  Auannes  that  night  to  lodge  in  his 
house,  who  passed  that  night  in  such  nomber  of  cogitacions 
as  bis  eyes  were  more  exercised  with  weeping  then  sleeping, 
and  early  in  the  morninge  hee  bsid  them  farewell  in  their  bcdde, 
where  by  kissing  the  gentlewoman  hee  well  perceiued  that  she 
had  more  pitie  vppon  his  oflfence,  then  euill  wilt  against  his 
person,  which  was  a  cole  to  make  the  fier  of  loue  to  kindle  more 
fiercely.  After  dinner  he  rode  with  the  king  of  Talfares,  but 
before  his  departure  he  wentc  to  take  his  leaue  of  bis  newe  alied 
father  and  of  his  wyfe:  w hoe  after  the  furst  commaundement  of 
her  husband,  made  no  more  ditficultie  to  kisse  bim  then  if  he  had 
bin  her  owne  sonae.  But  be  assured  the  more  that  vertue  stayed 
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her  eye  and  countcnaunce  to  shewe  the  hidden  flamej  ihe  more  it 
did  augment  and  become  iototlerable,  in  such  wysc  as  not  able  to 
indure  the  warres  which  honour  and  loue  bad  raised  within  her 
hart,  (who  notwithstanding  was  determined  neuer  to  shewe  it, 
hauijig  lost  the  consolacion  of  her  sight,  and  forgeuen  tbe  taJke 
with  him  for  whom  she  liued)  a  continaall  feuer  began  to  lake 
her,  caused  by  a  melancholicke  and  couert  humor,  in  such  \ry&e 
as  the  extreme  partes  of  her  body  waxed  cold,  and  those  within 
burnt  incessantly.  Hie  phisitlons  (in  the  hands  of  whom  man's 
life  doth  not  depend)  began  greatly  to  mistrust  health  by  reason 
of  accrtaine  opilacion  which  made  her  melancholickc:  who  coun- 
celled  the  husbaade  to  oduertise  his  wyfe  to  consider  her  cou- 
science,  and  that  she  was  in  the  handes  of  God  (as  thooghe  they 
which  be  in  health  were  not  in  his  protection):  the  husbande 
which  intirely  loued  hia  wyfe,  was  wyth  their  woordea  made  »o 
heauye  and  pcnsife,  as  for  his  confort  he  wrote  to  the  lord  of 
Auannes,  beaeechinge  him  to  take  the  payncs  to  visile  them, 
hoping  that  his  sight  would  greatiye  ease  and  rclieue  the  di&ease 
of  his  wife.  Which  request  the  lord  of  Auannes  imraediaily 
vppon  the  receple  of  those  letters,  slacked  not,  but  by  post  arriued 
at  his  Other's  house:  at  the  entrye  whereof  bee  founde  the  ser- 
uauntes  and  women  makinge  great  sorrowe  and  lamentacioo  ac- 
cordinglie  as  the  goodnes  of  their  maistresse  dcseruod:  wherewith 
the  sayde  lord  was  so  astonned  as  be  stuode  stil  at  the  doore  like 
one  in  a  traunce,  vntil  he  saw  his  good  father:  who  imbraciog 
him  brganne  so  bitterly  to  weepe,  that  he  was  not  able  to  spe«tke 
a  worde.  And  so  conueied  the  sayd  lorde  of  Auannes  vp  into  the 
chamber  ofhis  poore  sickcwyfe:  who  casting  vp  her  languisbing 
eyes  looked  vppuu  him:  and  reaching  his  hand  vnro  her,  she 
strayned  the  same  with  al!  her  feeble  force,  and  imbracinge  and 
kissingethe  same  made  amarueylous  plaintc,  and  suyd  vntobim. 
*'  Omy  lord,  the  houre  is  come  that  all  dissimulacion  must  cease, 
and  needes  I  must  confesse  vnto  you  the  troth,  which  I  to  mv 
greate  paine  haue  concealed  from  you:  which  is,  that  if  you  haiie 
borne  vnto  me  greate  affection,  belceue  that  mine  rendred  vnto 
you,  hath  bin  nolesse:  but  my  sorrow  bath  farre  surpassed  your 
gricfe,  tile  smurte  whereof  I  do  feele  none  against  mync  hart  and 
will;  wherefore,  my  lord,  yee  shall  vndei'stand,  that  Go  Daud  mine 
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lionour  would  nol  suffer  mee  to  disclose  the  same  Tnio  you, 
fearing  to  increase  in  you  that  which  1  desired  to  be  diminished  : 
but  knowe  yee^  my  lorde,  that  the  woordes  which  so  many  tymes 
you  haue  vttered  vnto  mee,  hauc  bred  in  me  such  griefe,  as  tfae 
same  be  the  instrumentes  and  woorkcrs  of  my  death,  wherewyth 
I  am  contente  sith  God  did  giue  mee  tlie  grace  not  to  suffer  the 
violence  of  my  loue,  to  blotte  the  puritye  of  my  conscience  and 
renowne:  for  lesse  fire  then  is  wythin  the  kindled  harie  of  mine, 
hath  ruinated  and  consumed  most  famous  and  stately  buildinges. 
Nowe  my  hart  is  well  at  ease,  sithe  before  I  dye,  I  haue  had 
power  to  declare  myne  affection,  which  is  equall  vnto  yours, 
sauing  that  the  honor  of  men  and  women  be  not  a  like :  beseecb- 
inge  you,  my  lorde,  from  henceforth  not  to  feare  to  addresse  your 
selfe  to  the  greatest  and  raoste  vertuous  ladies  that  you  can  6ude: 
for  in  such  noble  hartes  do  dwell  the  strongest  passions,  and  there 
the  same  be  mostc  wisely  gouerned :  and  God  graunt  that  the 
grace,  beautie  and  honeatie,  w  hich  be  in  you^  do  not  suffer  your 
loue  to  trauell  wythout  fruite:  haue  in  remembrance  good,  my 
lord,  the  stabilitic  of  my  constante  minde,  and  do  not  attribute 
that  to  crueltie  which  ought  to  be  imputed  to  honor,  conscience 
and  vcrtue :  which  are  thinges  a  thousande  times  more  accep- 
table, then  tlie  expence  and  losse  of  transitorie  life.  Nowe,  fere- 
well  my  lorde,  recommendinge  vnto  your  honour  the  state  of  my 
husband  your  good  father,  to  whom  I  pray  you  to  reherse  the 
troth  of  that  which  you  doe  know  by  mee,  to  the  intent  that  he 
may  be  certeBed  how  dearely  1  haue  loued  God  and  him :  for 
whose  sake  I  beseech  you  to  absente  your  selfe  out  of  my  sight: 
for  from  henceforth  I  do  meane  holye  to  giue  my  selfe  to  the 
contemplacion  of  those  promises  which  God  hath  louingly  de- 
creed, before  the  constitucionof  the  worlde."  In  saying  so  shee 
kissed  him,  and  imbraced  him  wyih  all  the  force  of  her  feeble 
armes.  The  saydc  lord,  whose  hart  was  dead  for  compassion,  as 
her's  was  in  dying  through  griefe  and  sorrow,  without  power 
to  speake  one  onely  worde,  withdrew  himselfe  out  of  her  sight 
and  laye  downe  vpon  a  bed  within  an  inner  chamber:  where  he 
fainted  many  times.  Then  the  gentlewoman  called  for  her  hus- 
bande,  and  after  she  had  giuen  him  many  goodly  lessons,  shee 
recommended  him  to  the  lord  of  Auannes,  assuringe  him  tl^iat 
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A  punUhmcfU  more  rigorous  than  death,  of  a  hmband  towfirde  hit 
wife  that  had  committed  adtdterie. 

Kino  Charles  of  FrauQce^  the  eight  of  tliat  name,  seot  into  Ger- 
many a  gentleman  called  Bernage,  lorde  of  Cyure  besides  Amboise; 
who  to  make  speede,  spared  neither  dayenor  uighte  forexecution 
of  bis  prince's  commaundement.  Id  sntch  wyse  as  very  late  ia 
an  euening  he  arrined  at  the  castle  of  a  gentleman,  to  demaunde 
lo<lging,  which  very  hardly  he  obtained.  Howbeit,  when  the  gen- 
tleman vnderstode  iliat  he  was  the  seruauni  of  such  a  kyng,  he 
prayed  him  not  to  take  it  in  ill  parte  the  rudinesf»c  of  his  seruauntes 
because  vppon  occasion  of  certain  his  wiue's  frends  which  loued  him 
Dot,  he  was  forced  to  kepe  bis  boose  so  straight.  Then  Bernage 
tolde  bim  the  cause  of  his  ioumey,  wherein  the  gentleman  offered 
to  doe  to  the  king  his  maister  all  seruice  possible.  Leading  him 
into  his  house  where  he  was  feasted  and  lodge<l  yery  honorably. 
Allien  supper  was  ready,  the  gentleman  conueyed  him  into  a 
parler  wel  hanged  withfnyre  tapistrie.  And  the  meate  being  set 
vpon  the  table,  and  he  required  to  sit  down,  he  perceiued  a 
woman  comming  forth  behind  the  hanging,  which  was  so  beauti- 
fiill  as  might  bee  scene,  sauing  that  her  head  was  all  shauen,  and 
apparelled  in  Almaine  blacke.  After  bothe  the  gentlemen  had 
washed,  water  was  brought  to  the  gentlewoman,  who  when  she  had 
washed  she  sat  down  also,  without  speaking  to  any,  or  any  word 
spoken  vnto  her  againc.  The  lorde  Bemage  beholding  her  well^ 
thought  her  to  be  one  of  the  ftiyrest  ladies  that  euer  he  sawe,  if 
her  face  had  not  bene  so  pale  and  her  countenaunce  so  saddc.  After 
she  had  eaten  a  litle,  she  called  for  drinke,  which  one  of  the  ser- 
naontes  brought  vnto  her  in  a  straunge  cup:  for  it  was  the  head 
of  a  dead  man  trimmed  with  silner,  wherofshe  drancke  twice  or 
thrice.  When  she  had  supped  and  washed  her  handes,  making  a 
reuerence  to  the  lord  of  the  house,  shee  retoumed  backe  againe 
lliat  waye  shee  came,  without  speaking  to  any.  Bernage  was  so 
much  amased  at  that  straunge  sigbte,  as  he  waxed  veiy  heauie  and 
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sadde.    The  gentleman  who  marked  hym,  sayde  vntohym:    "  I 
see  well  that  you  be  astonned  at  thai  you  saw  at  the  table,  but 
seyng  your  honest  demeanour,  I  wyll  not  keepe  it  secrete  from 
you,  because  you  shal  not  note  that  crueltie  to  bedone  without  greaie 
occasion.    This  gentlewoman  whiche  you  see,  is  my  wyfe,  whom 
I  loued  better  than  was  possible  for  any  man  to  loue  his  wyfe. 
Id  such  sorte  as  to  marry  her  I  forgat  all  feare  of  friendes,  and 
brought  hei"  hither  in  dispite  ofherparentes.     She  likewyse  shewed 
vnto  me  suche  signes  of  loue,  as  I  attempted  a  thousande  wayes 
to  place  her  here  for  her  ioye  and  myne,  where  wee  lyued  a  long 
tyme  in  suche  restc  and  contentation,  as  I  thought  my  self  the 
happiest  gentleman  in  Christendome.     But  in  a  ioumey  whiche  I 
made,  the  attempt  whereof  myne  honour  forced  me,  shee  forgot 
bothe  her  sclfe,  her  conscience,  and  the  loue  whiche  shee  bare 
towardes  mee,  and  fell  in  loue  with  a  gentleman  that  1  brought  vp 
in  this  house,  whiche  her  loue  vpon  my  retourne  I  percciued  to  be 
true.     NolwithstBQding   the   loue  that  I  bare  her,  was  so  great 
as  I  had  no  mistrust  in  her,  tyll  sutchc  tyme  as  experience  did 
open  myne   eyes,  and  sawc  the   thyngc   tliat  I  feared  more   than 
death.     For  whiche  cause  my  loue  was  toumed  into  furie  and  dis- 
payre,  so  great,  as  I  watched  her  so  ncre,  that  vppon  a  daye  fayn- 
ing  my  selfe    to  goe  abroade,  I  hydde  my  selfe  in  the  chamber 
where  nowe  shee  remayneth.     Into  the  whiche  sone  after  my 
departure  shee  repayred,  and  caused  the  gentleman  to  come  the- 
ther.     Whome  I  did  heholde  to  doe  that  thing,  which  was  alto- 
gether Tnmccte  for  any  man  to  doe  to  her,  but  my  selfe.     But  when 
I  tawe  him  mounte  vppon  the  bed  after  her,  I  stepped  forth  and 
tooke  him  betwene  her  armes,  and  with  my  dagger  iimnediatly 
did  kill  him.    And  because  tlie  offence  of  my  wife  semed  so  great 
as  the  doing  of  her  to  death  was  not   sufficient  to  punish  her,  I 
deuised  a  torment  which  in  mine  opinion  is  worse  vnto  her  thaa 
death.     For  thus  I  vse  her,  I  doe  locke  her  vp  in  the  chamber 
wherein  she  accustomed  to  vse  her  delightes,  and  in  the  companie 
of  hym  that  she  loued  farre  bettei-  than  me.     In  the  closet  of  which 
chamber  I  haue  placed  the  anatomie  of  her  friend,  rcscruing  the 
same  as  a  precious  ieweU.    And  to  the  ende  &hcc  may  not  forget 
him  at  meales,  at  the  table  before  my  face,  she  vseth  bis  skuUe  ia 
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stcade  of  a  cu^^  to  drinke  in,  to  the  intent  she  may  behold  him 
(aliue)  in  the  presence  of  him  whom  through  her  owne  fault  she 
hath  made  her  mortal  enemy,  and  him  dead  and  slain  for  her  sake^ 
whose  louc  she  preferred  before  mine.  And  so  bcholdeth  those 
twuo  thiuges  at  dinner  and  supper  which  ought  to  displease  her 
moste,  her  enemie  liuing^  and  her  friend  dead,  and  al  through  her 
own  wickednesse,  howebeit  1  doe  vse  her  no  worse  than  my  self, 
although  shec  goeth  thus  shauen:  for  the  ornament  of  the  heare 
doth  not  apperlaiae  to  an  adultresse,  nor  the  vayle  or  other  fur- 
niture of  the  head  to  an  vnchast  woman.  Wherefore  she  goeth 
so  shauen,  in  token  she  hath  lost  her  honestie.  If  it  please  you, 
sir,  to  take  the  payoe  to  see  her,  I  wil  bring  you  to  her."  Where- 
unto  Dernage  willingly  assented.  And  descending  into  her  cham* 
ber  whiche  was  very  richely  furnished,  they  founde  her  sitling  alone 
at  the  ficr.  And  the  gentleman  drawing  acurteinc,  whiche  was 
before  the  closet,  he  sawe  the  anatomic  of  the  dead  man  hanging. 
Bemage  had  a  great  desire  to  speake  vnto  the  ladye,  but  for  feare 
of  her  husband  he  durst  not.  The  gentleman  perceiuin  the  same, 
said  vnto  him:  "  If  it  please  you  to  speake  vnto  her,  you  shal  vn- 
derstand  her  order  of  talkc."  Thcrwithall  Bemage  sayde  vnto  her: 
*'  Madame,  if  your  pacience  be  correspondent  to  this  torment,  I 
demc  you  to  be  the  happiest  woman  of  the  worlde."  The  lady 
with  teares  trickeling  downe  her  eyes  with  a  grace  so  good  and 
humble  as  was  possible,  spake  thus  vnto  him:  "  Sir,  I  doe  confesse 
my  fault  to  be  so  great,  as  all  the  afflictions  and  torment  that  the 
lorde  of  this  place  (for  I  am  not  worthy  to  call  him  husbande)  can 
doe  vnto  me,  be  nothing  comparable  to  the  sorrowe  I  haue  con- 
ceiued  of  myne  offence."  And  in  saying  so,  she  began  pitifully  to 
weepe.  Therewithall  the  gentleman  toke  Bemage  by  the  hande, 
and  led  him  forth.  The  next  day  morning  he  departed  about  the 
bnsinesse  whiche  the  king  hud  sent  him.  Notwithstanding,  in 
bidding  llie  gentleman  fare  well,  he  sayde  vnto  hym  :  *'Sir,  theloue 
whiche  I  beare  vnto  you,  and  the  honor  and  secretes  wherewith  you 
haue  made  me  priuie,  doth  force  me  to  save  vnto  you  howe  I  doe 
thinke  good  (seing  the  great  repentance  of  the  jKwre  gentlewoman 
your  wife)  that  you  doe  sbewc  her  mercie.  And  bicauscyou  be  jong 
and  haue  no  children,  it  were  a  verie  great  losse  and  detriment  to 
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THE  FITTY-EIGHTH  NOUELL. 


A  president  of  Grenobfe  aduertised  of  the  i/l  gouemement  of  his 
fCifcj  tooke  such  ordcTf  that  his  honest ie  v:as  not  diminishedf  and  ^et 
reueuged  the  facte. 

In  Grenoble  (the  chiefe  citie  of  a  countrie  in  Fraunce  called 
Daulphine,  which  citie  otherwise  is  named  Grntianapolis)  there 
was  a  president  that  had  a  very  fayre  wife,  who  perceiuing  her 
husbande  beginne  to  waxe  olde,  fell  in  loue  witli  a  yong  man 
that  was  her  husband's  dark,  a  very  propre  and  handsome  felowe. 
Vpon  a  time  when  her  husband  in  a  morning  was  gone  to  the 
palace,  the  clarke  entrcd  his  chamber  and  touke  his  maister'a 
place,  whiche  thing  one  of  the  presidentc's  men,  that  faithfully 
had  serued  him  the  space  of  xxx,  yeres  like  a  trustie  seruaunt 
perceiuing,  could  not  keepe  it  secret,  but  tolde  his  maister.  The 
president  whiche  was  a  wise  man,  would  not  beleue  it  vpon  his 
light  report,  but  sayde  that  he  did  it  of  purpose  to  set  discord 
betwcue  him  and  bis  wife,  notwithstanding  if  the  thing  were  true 
as  he  had  reported,  he  might  let  him  see  the  thing  it  selfe,  whiche 
if  he  did  not,  he  had  good  cause  to  thinke  that  he  had  deuised  a 
lye  to  breake  and  dissolue  the  loue  bctwene  them.  The  seruaunt 
did  assure  him  that  he  would  cause  him  to  see  the  thing  wherof 
he  had  tolde  him.  And  one  morning  so  sone  as  the  president  was 
gone  to  the  court,  and  the  clarke  entred  into  his  chamber,  the 
seruaunt  sent  one  of  his  companions  to  lei  his  maister  that  he 
might  come  in  good  time,  to  see  the  thing  that  he  had  declared 
vnto  him,  he  himself  standing  stil  at  tlic  doore  to  watch  that  the 
partie  might  not  goe  out.  The  president  so  sone  as  he  sawe  the 
signe  that  one  of  his  men  made  vnto  him,  fayning  that  he  was  not 
wel  at  case,  left  the  audience,  and  spedely  went  home  to  his  house, 
where  he  founde  his  olde  seruaunt  watching  at  the  chamber  dore, 
assuring  him  for  truth  that  the  clarke  was  within,  and  that  he 
should  with  spede  to  goe  in.  The  president  sayd  to  his  seruaunt: 
"  Do  not  larrie  at  the  dore,  for  thou  knowest  ther  is  no  other 
going  out  or  commiog  in  but  onely  this,  except  a  litle  closet 
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to  weare,  and  to  haunt  and  resort  to  company  and  feastes,  will- 
tog  the  clarke  to  make  a  better  counteuaunce  oa  the  matter 
then  hee  did  bt^fure,  but  whcnsoeuer  he  rounded  him  in  the 
eare  and  bad  him  depart,  he  charged  him  after  that  commaunde- 
ment  not  to  tarry  foure  houres  in  the  townc.  And  when  he  had 
thus  done,  he  retourned  to  the  palace  courte,  as  though  tliere 
haddc  no  sutche  tiling  chuunced.  And  tlic  space  of  fiftene  dayes 
(contrary  to  his  customc)  he  feasted  his  frendcs  and  neighbours, 
and  after  euery  those  bankettes,  he  caused  the  minstrels  to  play, 
to  make  the  gentlewomen  dnunce.  One  daye  he  seing  his  wife 
not  to  daunec,  he  commaundcd  his  clarke  to  take  her  by  the 
hande,  and  to  leade  her  forth  to  daunce,  who  thinking  the  pre- 
sident had  forgotten  the  trespasse  past,  very  ioyfully  daunced 
with  her.  But  when  the  daunce  was  ended,  the  president  fain- 
ing  as  though  he  would  hauc  commaundcd  him  to  doe  some 
thing  in  his  house,  bad  him  in  his  eare  to  get  him  away  and 
neuer  to  retoume.  Now  was  the  dark  very  sorowfull  to  leaue 
his  lady,  but  yet  no  lesse  JoyfuU  he  was  that  his  life  was  saued. 
Afterwardes  when  the  president  had  made  all  bis  frendes  and 
kinsfolkes,  and  all  the  countrey,  belcue  what  great  loue  he  bare 
to  his  wife,  vppon  a  faire  day  in  the  moneth  of  May,  he  went 
to  gather  a  salladc  in  his  garden,  the  herbes  wherof  after  she 
had  eaten,  she  lined  not  aboue  xxiv.  houres  after,  whereof  he 

counterfaited  suche  sorrowe,  as  no  man  could  suspect  ttie  oc- 
casion of  her  death.     And  by  that  meanes  he  wasrcucn- 
gcd  of  bis  enemy,  and  saued  the  honour  of  his  house. 

"  4[  L  will  not  by  this  nouell  (said  Emarsuitte)  prayse  the  con- 
science of  the  president,  but  herein  I  haue  declared  the  light 
behauiour  of  a  woman,  and  the  great  pacience  and  pnidence 
of  a  man :  praying  you  good  ladies  all,  not  to  be  offended  at 
the  truthe."  "  If  all  women  (quoth  Parlamenle)  that  loue  their 
clarkes  or  seruauntes,  were  forced  to  eate  such  sallades,  I  beleae 
they  would  not  loue  their  gardens  so  well  as  they  doe,  but  woulde 
leare  and  plucke  vp  all  the  herbes  bothe  roote  and  rinde,  to  auoyde 
those  thinges  that  by  death  might  aduaunce  the  honor  of  their 
stock  and  ligneage."  "  If  sallades  be  so  costly  (quod  Hircan) 
and  so  daungerous  in  May,  1  will  prouoke  appetite  with  other 
sawces,  or  els  hunger  shall  be  my  chiefest" 
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THE  FIFTY-NINTH   NOUELL. 


A  gentleman  of  PercHe,  suspecting  tiriurie  done  vnio  him  by  hi* 
friend,  prouoked  him  to  execute  and  put  in  proufe  the  cause  ofhii 

iuspieion. 

Besides  the  countrie  of  Perche,  there  were  two  gentlemen, 
which  fronj  the  lyme  of  theyr  youthe  lyued  in  sutche  great  and 
perfect  amitie,  as  there  was  betwene  them  hut  one  harte,  one  bed, 
one  house,  one  table,  and  one  purse.  Long  time  continued  this 
perfect  frendship:  betwene  whom  there  was  but  one  will  and  one 
woorde,  no  difference  in  either  of  them :  in  so  muche  as  they  not 
uuely  semed  to  be  two  brethren,  hut  aliK)  ihey  appeared  in  al  seen- 
blanccs  to  be  but  one  man.  One  of  them  chaunced  to  mar^' ;  not- 
withstanding they  gaue  not  ouer  their  frendship,  hut  perseuered 
in  their  vsual  amitie  as  they  were  wont  to  doe:  and  whan  they 
happened  to  be  strained  to  straight  lodging,  tlie  maried  gentleman 
would  not  stick  to  suffer  his  friend  to  lie  with  him  tmd  his  wife. 
But  yet  yon  ought  for  frendship  sake  to  consider  that  the  maried 
man  lay  in  the  mids.  Their  goodes  were  common  betwene  them, 
and  the  manage  did  yelde  no  cause  to  hinder  their  assured  amitie. 
Bat  iti  processe  of  time,  the  telicitie  of  this  worlde  (wbiche 
carietb  with  it  a  certa'me  mutabitie)  could  not  continue  in  the 
house,  which  was  before  right  pleasaunt  and  happy:  for  the 
maried  man  forgetting  the  faithfull  fidelitie  of  his  triend,  without 
any  cause  concciued  a  greaie  suspicion  betwene  hym  and  his  wyfe, 
from  whom  he  could  not  dissemble  the  case,  but  sliarpcly  tolde 
her  his  mynde.  She  therewithall  was  wonderfully  amazed  :  how- 
beit,  he  commaunded  her  to  doe  all  twinges  (one  thing  excepted) 
and  to  make  so  muche  of  his  eofflpanion  as  of  him  selfe.  Neuer- 
tbelesse  he  forbad  her  to  speake  vnto  hym  except  it  were  in  the 
presence  of  many.  All  whiche  she  gaue  her  husbande'a  compa- 
nion to  vnderstande,  who  would  not  beleue  her,  knowyng  iltat 
hee  liad  neither  by  thought  or  deede  done  anye  tiling  whereof 
his  companion  had  cause  to  be  offended.  And  hkewyse  because 
he  vsed  to  kepe  nothing  secrete  from  hym,  he  tolde  him  what  be 


OP    A    lALOUSB    GENTLEMAN. 


453 


had  Hayde,  praying  bym  to  tell  him  the  truthe  of  the  matter> 
because  be  purposed  neither  in  that,  ne  yet  in  any  other  thing,  to 
geue  occasion  of  breach  of  that  amitie  which  of  long  time  they 
had  imbraced.  The  maried  gentleman  assured  him  that  he  neuer 
thought  it,  and  how  they  which  had  sowen  that  rumor,  had  wick- 
edly belied  him.  Whereunto  his  companion  replied  :  "  I  knowe 
wel  enough  that  ietousie  is  a  passion  so  intolterahle  as  loue  it 
selfe.  And  when  3'ou  shall  concciue  that  opinion  of  iaiousie,  yea 
and  it  were  of  my  selfe,  1  should  do  you  no  wrong,  for  your  selfe 
were  not  able  to  kepe  it.  But  of  one  thing  which  is  in  your  power, 
I  haue  good  matter  whereof  to  complayne,  and  that  is  because 
you  will  concele  from  me  your  maladie,  sith  there  was  no  passion 
or  opinion  whiche  you  conceiued,  that  before  this  time  you  kept 
secret  from  me.  Likewise  for  my  own  parte  if  I  were  amorous  of 
your  wife,  you  ought  not  to  impute  it  as  a  fault  vnto  me,  because 
it  is  a  ficr  which  I  bare  not  in  my  handes,  to  vse  at  my  pleasure. 
But  if  1  kepe  it  to  my  selfe  from  you,  and  iudeuour  to  make  youre 
wife  knowe  it  by  demonstration  of  my  loue,  I  might  then  be 
accompted  tliat  vntrusiiest  frend  that  euer  liued:  and  for  me  I 
doe  assure  you  that  shee  is  a  right  honest  and  a  good  woman, 
and  one  that  my  fansie  doth  lest  fauour  (alttiough  she  were  not 
your  wife)  of  all  them  that  euer  I  sawe.  But  nowe  sithens  there 
is  no  cause,  1  do  require  you  that  ifj'ou  perceiue  any  suspicion, 
be  it  neucr  so  litle,  to  tell  me  of  it,  because  1  would  so  vse  myself, 
as  our  frendship  which  hath  indured  so  long  tyme,  might  not  bee 
broken  for  a  woman :  and  if  I  did  loue  her  abone  any  thing  in  the 
worlde,  yet  surely  I  would  neuer  speake  worde  vnto  her,  bicause 
I  doe  esteme  our  freodsbip  better  then  the  greatest  treasure." 
His  companion  swore  vnto  him  very  great  othes  that  he  neuer 
thought  it,  praying  him  to  vse  his  house  as  he  had  done  before. 
Whereunto  heaunswered:  "  Sithe  yon  will  haue  me  so  to  doe, 
I  am  content :  but  I  praye  you  if  hereafter  you  doc  conceiue 
any  sinistre  opinion  in  me,  not  to  dissemble  the  same,  which 
if  you  doe  I  will  neuer  continue  longer  in  your  companie." 
In  proceasc  of  time,  lining  together  according  to  their  custome, 
the  maried  gentleman  entred  againe  into  greater  ielousie  than 
euer  he  did,  commaunding  his  wife  to  beare  no  more  that  counte- 
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THE  SIXTIETH  NOUELL. 

The  piteoui  death  of  an  amorouie  genthman,  for  the  ilacke  comfort 
geuen  him  to  iate,  by  his  beioued, 

Bbtwbne  Daulphine  and  Prouence,  there  was  a  gentleman, 
more  riche  and  better  funiished  with  beautie,  vertue,  and  good 
condicions,  tlien  with  the  goodes  of  fortune:  who  fill  iu  loue 
with  a  gentlewoman  that  for  this  time  shali  want  a  name,  for  res- 
pecte  of  her  parentes  that  are  come  of  honorable  houses,  and  tl»e 
gentleman's  name  also  shalbe  vntolde,  for  like  respecte,  although 
altogether  not  so  honorably  allied,  as  the  gentlewoman  that  he 
loued,  and  yet  the  hislorie  very  certen  and  true.  And  bicause  his 
degree  was  not  so  highe  as  hers,  hee  durst  not  discouer  his  aifec- 
tioD :  for  the  loue  which  he  bare  her,  was  so  good  and  perfect,  as 
rather  would  he  haue  bene  tormented  with  the  panges  of  death, 
then  couet  the  least  aduauntage  tliat  might  redounde  to  her  dis- 
honor. And  seing  his  state  to  base  in  respecte  of  hers,  had  no 
hope  to  marry  her.  Wherefore  he  grounded  his  loue  vpon  none 
other  foundation  and  intent,  but  to  loue  her  with  all  his  power  so 
perfectl^'e  as  was  possible,  which  in  the  ende  came  vnto  her 
knowledge.  And  the  gentlewoman  knowing  and  seing  the  honesC 
amitie  wliich  he  bare  her,  to  be  ful  of  vertue,  ioyned  with  chast 
and  comly  talke,  felt  her  selfe  right  happje  to  be  beloued  and 
had  in  prise,  of  a  personage  so  well  condicioned,  practising  dayly 
cherefuil  countinaunce  towardes  him  (whiche  was  the  best  r&. 
warde  he  pretended  to  haue)  whereof  he  conceiued  great  ease  and 
contentment.  But  malice  the  cancred  enemy  of  all  reste  and 
quiet,  could  not  lung  abide  this  honest  and  happie  life.  For 
some  frowning  at  his  good  happe,  (as  malice  euer  accompanieth 
a  well  disposed  mynde)  tolde  tlie  mother  of  the  mayden,  howe 
they  marueiled  that  the  gentleman  should  bee  so  familiar  in  her 
bouse,  inferring  therewithal!  that  the  beautie  of  her  daughter  was 
the  only  cause,  with  whom  they  sawe  him  many  times  to  vse 
secrete  and  priuat  spcach.  The  mother  which  by  no  meanes 
doubted  the  honestte  of  tlie  gentleman,  no  more  then  shee  did 


this  lowe  estate,  oae  of  his  frenda  ceniiied  the  mother  of  his  mis* 
tres,  that  was  a  very  charitable  and  kinde  gentlewoman,  and 
loucd  so  well  the  mail,  as  if  all  their  parcntes  and  kinnc  had  bene 
of  her's  and  the  mayden's  opinion  they  would  haue  preferred  the 
honestie  of  him,  before  the  great  substance  of  the  other.  But 
the  frendes  of  the  father's  side  by  no  meanes  would  consent  voto 
it*  Yet  the  good  gentlewoman  and  her  daughter  (for  all  the 
other's  frowardne^)  vouchsafed  to  visit  the  poore  gentleman  whom 
they  fouade,  rather  declining  towards  death,  then  in  hope  of 
life.  And  knowing  his  ende  to  approche,  he  was  shriuen  and 
receioed  the  holy  sacrament,  purposing  of  present  passage  by 
panges  of  deatli,  neuer  to  see  any  of  his  frendes  againe.  Being 
in  this  case  and  yet  seing  her,  whome  he  counted  to  he  his  life 
and  sauftie,  felte  suche  souddcn  rccouerie,  as  hee  threwe  hym 
seife  aJofte  his  bedde  and  spake  these  wordes  vnto  her  t  "  What 
cause  hath  drtuen  you  liithcr  (misires  myne)  by  takyng  paines 
to  visite  him,  who  hath  one  of  his  fecte  alreadie  within  the  gianey 
the  other  stepping  after  with  conucnient  spcede,  for  execution 
whereof  you  bee  the  onely  instrument."  "  Howe  so,  sir?"  sayde 
the  mother.  "  Is  it  possible  that  hee,  whome  we  so  derely  loue, 
can  receiue  death  by  our  oflfences?  I  pray  you  sir  to  tell  me, 
what  reason  leadetli  you  to  speake  these  wordes.*'  "  Madame," 
sayde  he,  "  so  long  as  I  could,  I  dissembled  the  loue  Oiat  I 
bare  to  my  deare  mistres  your  daughter :  so  it  is  that  my  parentes 
and  frendes  speaking  of  a  manage  betwene  her  and  mee,  haue 
clattrcd  thereof  moe  nedeles  woordes  then  I  desired,  by  waying 
the  mishap  that  might  iusue^  and  nowc  doth  happe  past  all  hope 
not  for  my  particular  pleasure,  but  bicause  1  knowe  with  none 
other  she  slaaibe  so  well  intreated  nor  beloued  as  she  should  haue 
bene  with  me.  The  benefit  which  I  see  she  hath  lost,  is  tlie  most 
perfect  firendc  and  best  affected  aeruaunt  that  euer  shee  bad  in  this 
worlde,  the  lossc  wherof  sommoneth  death  to  arrest  the  carcase, 
that  should  haue  bene  imployed  for  her  seruice,  which  intierly 
was  conserued  and  should  haue  bene  for  her  sake  :  but  sithe  nowe 
it  can  serue  her  to  no  purpose,  the  simple  losse  shall  redounde 
to  greatest  gaine.  1  meane  my  selfe  (good  ladies  bothe)  that 
lieth  bewrapped  in  death  before  your  faces,  whose  withered 
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wife,  and  commaunde  her  to  imbrace  and  kiase  me."    The  mayden 
not  vsed  to  such  priuie  sutes,  ne  yet  acquainted  with  such  secrete 
factor  made  some  diSicuItie,  but  her  mother  gaue  ber  expresse 
commaundeiuent  to   due  it^  perceyuing  in  him  no  likelihode  or 
force  of  a  man  to  Hue.    The  maiden  then  vpon  that  commaunde- 
ment,  aduauiiced  herselfe  vppon  the  bedde  of  the  poore  pacient, 
saying  vnto  him  :  "  Sir,  I  beseech  you  to  be  of  good   cheerc." 
The  languishing  creature,  so  hard  as  be  could  for  his  cxtrecme 
debilitic,  stretched  forth  his  faint  consumed  armes,  and  with  al  tlie 
force  of  his  body  imbraced  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  kissinge 
ber  with  his  coldeand  wanne  mouth,  helde  lier  so  long  as  be  couldy 
and  then  spake  vnto  the  uiayden  ;  "  The  loue  which  i  haue  borne 
you  bath  bin   so  great,  and  tiie  good  will  so   honest,  as  neuer 
(manage  excepted)  I   wished  anye  other  thinge  of  you,  but  that 
which  J   presentlye  haue,  throughe  the  wante  whereof  and  with 
the  same  I  will  ioyfully  render  my  spirite  to  God,  who  is  the  par- 
faicte  loue,  and  truest  cbaritie,  whoe  knoweib  the  greatnes  of  uiy 
loue  and  the  honestieof  my  desire:  humbHe  beseeching  him, (that 
nowe  I  hauing  my  desire  betweene  mine  annc&O  ^^  iuterteigne 
my  ghost  within  his  blessed  bosume.'*    And  in  saying  so  be 
caught  her  againe  betweene  his  armes  with  such  vehcmencie,  as 
the  feeble  hart  not  able  to  abide  that  assault,  was  abandoned  of 
all  powers  and  mouinges :    for  the  instant   ioye  so   dilated   and 
stretched  forth  the  same,  as  the  siege  of  the  soule  gaue  ouer,  mak- 
ing bis  repaire  and  fligbte  to  his  Creator:  and  because  the  sence- 
Jes  bodye  rested  witlioute  hfe,  it  gaue  ouer  bis  holde.     Howbeit 
the  loue,  which  the  damosell  had  still  kept  secrete,  at  that  time 
shewed  it  self  so  sirongc  and  mightie,  as  the  mother  and  seruauntes 
of  the  dead  gentleman  had  much  a  do  to  separate  that  vnion,  but 
by  force  they  haled  away  the  liuing,  almost  dcade  with  the  dtade. 
And   the  funeral!   was  done  wytb  honourable  exequies :  but  the 
greatest  triumph  was  spent  in  teares,  weepinges  and  cryes,  special- 
ly by   the  gentlewoman,   which  so   much   more  were   manifcsie 
after  his  deatli,  as  before  in  his  life  time  they  were  dissembled, 
bestowinge  them  as  an  expiacion  or  sacrifice,  to  satisfie  the  wroug 
she  had  done  vnto  him.     And  aftemards  (as  I  haue  heard  tell)  she 
was  maried  to  one,  for  mitigacion  of  her  sorow,  that  neuer  was  par- 
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THE  SIXTY-FIRST  NOUELL. 

A  Gentlewoman  of  the  Courte,  very  pUasauntly  recompenced  the 
seruice  of  a  kinde  seruaunte  of  her**,  that  pursued  her  with  seruice 
of  hue* 

Ik  the  courte  of  king  Fraunces,  the  first  of  that  name,  not  longe 
sitheas  Frencbe  kiag,  the  graunde  father  of  Heary  the  ui.  of 
that  name  now  raigning :  tliere  was  a  gentlewoman  of  good  grace 
and  intertcignmcnt,  wanting  not  both  minde  and  witte,  such  as 
the  like  of  her  sexe  are  not  to  seekci  vnder  what  climate  socuer 
they  be  borne  auti  bred,  whose  comly  demeaner,  curteous  behaui- 
our  and  eloquent  speacbe,  was  agreeable  to  her  other  qualities  of 
nature's  giftes:  whereby  she  gayned  the  bartes  and  good  minds  of 
nombers  of  seruauntes,  with  whom  shee  was  cunning  ynough  to 
spend  her  time,  (hauing  respect  to  the  sauFtie  and  saufgard  of  her 
honor,  which  she  preferred  before  all  otlier  solace)  by  such  delec- 
table consumption  of  time,  as  they  that  could  nut  tell  howe  els 
to  imploie  their  leasure,  tboughte  themselues  most  blessed,  if 
they  might  attaine  the  delightful!  presence  of  this  well  nourter- 
ed  dame.  For  they  that  made  greatest  assuraunce  of  her  fide- 
litie,  were  in  dispayre,  and  the  most  desperat  were  yet  in  some 
hope  to  winne  her.  Howbeit  in  deceyuing  the  most  nomher,  she 
could  not  forbeare  intirety  to  loue  one,  who  for  his  part  was  not 
able  to  plaie  the  countcrfait,  to  colour  the  substance  of  his  longc 
pursute:  but  as  nothing  is  sure  and  stable,  their  loue  tourned  to 
displeasure,  and  by  frequent  renewing  of  what  was  well  knowea, 
the  hole  court  was  not  ignoraunt,  what  deuociou  thone  did  beare 
to  thother.  One  day  the  gentlewoman,  aswcll  to  let  him  know 
that  bis  affection  was  not  bestowed  in  value,  as  to  make  him  to 
feelc  some  smart  and  paine  for  his  louing  seruice,  the  more 
louingly  to  forde  him  on,  with  preety  morsella  of  her  dissembling 
concept,  made  show  vnto  hiui  of  greater  fauour,  then  euer  she 
did  before :  for  which  cause  he  that  was  faultlcs  either  in  decdes 
ofarmes,  or  in  prowesse  of  loue,  began  liuely  and  valiantly  to 
folow  her,  to  whom  long  before  with  geatlenes  and  humilitie  be 
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heariDg,  I  know  full  well  in  hart  he  will  wishe  me  x.m.  miscliifes." 
This  conclusion  was  not  spoken  without  treble  laughter:  for 
there  was  no  gentleman  in  all  the  courte,  that  had  warred  so  much 
with  the  woman  kind  as  hecr  and  yet  welbcloued  and  esteemed 
of  euery  one,  that  listed  not  to  be  intrapped  within  his  daunger. 
Tht-rfore  these  ladies  thinking  to  carie  awaye  some  port  of  the 
glorie,  which  one  alone  hoped  to  atchieue  vpon  this  gentleman, 
were  contente  to  assent  to  the  other's  liking.  So  soae  then  as 
they  saw  her  depart,  that  purposed  this  enterprise,  they  began  to 
espie  the  countcnauiice  of  the  betrayed  partie,  who  paused  not 
long  before  he  exchaunged  the  place :  and  when  he  was  oute  of 
the  chamber,  the  ladies  trayned  after,  to  lose  no  part  of  the  sport, 
and  went  the  faster  that  he  might  not  be  out  of  tlicyr  sight.  And 
he  that  doubted  not  the  succcsse,  threw  his  cape  about  his  necke 
to  hide  his  face,  and  went  downe  llie  staiers  out  into  the  court, 
and  afterwards  momited  vp  againe:  but  perceyuing  some  approcbe 
which  he  was  loth  should  be  a  witnes,  he  went  downe  againe,  re- 
turning another  way  on  the  other  side  :  all  which  the  ladies  sawe, 
vnknowen  to  him.  But  when  he  came  to  tlie  stayers  where  he 
beleeued  verely,  that  he  might  surely  enter  into  his  maisires  cham- 
ber, the  two  ladies  put  iheyr  heads  out  of  the  window,  and  incx)n- 
tincntly  pcrceyued  the  gentlewoman  alofte,  crying  out  a  lowde, 
"  A  theefe,  a  theefe  :**  wherunto  the}'  two  below  aunswered  with 
so  vehement  voyce,  doubling  the  other's  outcrie,  as  all  the  castell 
ronge  of  it.  1  leaue  for  you  to  consider  in  what  despite  this 
gentleman  fled  to  his  lodginge,  but  not  so  closely,  but  that  he  wa» 
oucrtaken  by  those  that  knew  thiamisterie:  who  afterwards  ofteo- 
limes  reproched  this  fact  vnto  him,  speciall  she  that  had  deuised 
the  reuengc :  but  hee  had  armed  himselfe  with  aunswers  and 
defences  so  readely,  as  he  lold  them  tliat  he  foreknew  their  deuise, 
and  mente  nothing  by  his  pilgrimage  but  to  solace  his  bcloued. 
For  of  her  loue  long  time  before  he  was  out  of  all  hope,  as  liauing 
reasonable  proofe  by  his  longe  pursute  and  seruicc:  howheit 
the  ladyes  would  not  hold  his  excuse  for  a  verttie,  which 
euen  to  this  day  hangeth  in  suspence. 
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plexioQs  and  condic'ions  were  very  like,  and  by  vse  of  seuerall 
complaints  made  one  to  another*  ech  of  ihem  fell  in  ernest  loue 
with  the  other:  and  being  both  thrall  vnto  mishap,  they  sought 
desired  comforte  by  vertuousand  Itonest  tatke :  and  by  that  vse  and 
frequenlacion  greater  loue  increased  and  grew  betwene  them. 
Tliose  which  had  seene  the  maiden  so  slraungly  retired  from 
wonted  demeanori  as  she  would  speake  to  none,  now  marking  her 
continuallie  to  interteignc  the  bastard  gentleman^  inconiiaeutly 
conceiued  ill  opinion  of  her,  and  told  the  mother  of  the  queene's 
maids  (called  Modesta)  that  she  ought  not  to  suflfer  such  familia- 
ritie  betweene  them.  Which  report  Modesia  reucaled  to  Rolan- 
dine,  sayinge  that  diners  persons  did  speake  euill  of  her,  for  that 
she  vsed  to  taike  with  the  bastard,  that  neither  was  of  sufficient 
abiliiie  for  her  to  marie,  ne  yet  of  bcautie  worthic  to  be  beloued. 
Rolandine  which  daily  was  more  rebuked  for  her  austeritie  of 
life,  then  for  worldly  toyes,  sayd  vnto  Modesta  her  goucrnesse : 
"  Alas,  mother,  you  sec  that  I  cannot  haue  a  husband  according 
to  the  worthines  of  my  bloud,  and  that  dailye  1  haue  aitoyded 
ttiose  which  be  beauiifuU  and  yonge:  for  feare  to  incurre  the  in- 
conuenience  wherinto  I  haue  seene  other  to  fall :  and  now  hauing 
chosen  this  wise  and  veriuous  gentleman,  who  prcachcth  vnto  me 
words  that  be  good  and  godly,  what  wrong  do  they  to  me  that 
make  this  report,  sith  in  this  honest  order  I  do  receiue  consolacion 
of  my  griefes?"  The  good  old  lady  who  loued  the  maiden  (which 
she  called  maistrcsse)  as  herselfe,  said  vnto  her  :  "  1  see  well,  that 
you  are  worse  delt  withall  at  your  father  and  maistres  handcs  then 
you  deserue.  Howbeit  sith  such  reporte  is  made  of  your  honor, 
you  ought  to  refuse  to  speake  vnto  him,  although  he  were  your 
natural!  brother."  Kolandinc  weeping  saidevnio  her:  "  Mother, 
for  so  much  as  you  aduise  me  therunto,  1  wil  perfonne  your  re- 
quest, although  it  be  very  straunge  that  without  slaunder,  a 
woman  can  hnuc  no  comfort  or  seckc  freedome  without  mtsreport/* 
The  bastard  gentleman,  as  he  was  before  accustomed,  came  to 
visite  her,  but  she  told  him  (a  farre  of)  those  words  which  her 
gouemesse  had  said  vnto  her  :  and  with  teares  prayed  him  to  re- 
fraine  for  a  time  to  speake  vuto  her,  vntili  ilie  brute  and  rumor 
were  somewhat  appaised:  which  thing  he  did  at  her  request.  But 
VOL.  1.  SO 
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was  this.  The  Wednesday,  Fnda\'e  and  Saturday,  the  gentle- 
woman vsed  to  fast,  and  for  that  purpose  kept  her  chamber  with  her 
gouemesse  Modesta,  where  she  had  ley^ure  lo  laike  (whitest  the 
restedid  suppe)  with  him  whom  she  began  so  earnesthe  to  loue: 
and  as  coosirainte  of  time  did  force  their  talke  lo  be  shorte,  the 
greater  was  their  ail'ectiun  in  vtteraunce  of  the  same :  because  for 
the  doing  therof  they  stole  time,  as  the  tbeefe  doth  his  desired 
praye.  This  order  of  their  conteotacion  could  not  proceede  so 
secretely,  but  that  a  certaine  variet  a  yeoman  of  the  chamber, 
chaunced  to  sec  him  resort  vnto  her  vpon  a  fasting  day,  and  told 
it  in  such  place  wherofsome  hearer,  it  was  disclosed  to  the 
queene  herself,  who  was  so  sore  ofi'eoded  as  neuer  after  that  time 
the  poore  bastard  gentleman  durste  once  attempt  to  go  into  the 
maiden's  chamber  againe.  And  to  ihintent  that  he  might  not  lose 
the  commodity  of  talke  with  her,  whom  he  so  derely  loued,  often- 
times he  fayoed  himselfe  to  go  on  pilgrimage,  and  in  the  eucning 
returned  to  the  church  and  chapell  of  the  caste),  in  the  habite  of 
a  frier,  or  [acobin  (so  wel  disguised  and  altered,  as  no  creature 
could  know  him)  and  thither  repaired  the  gentlewoman  Rolan- 
diue,  with  her  gouemesse  to  cnterteignc  him.  He  marking  the 
great  loue  that  slie  bare  hioi,  feared  not  to  say  vnto  her:  "  Madame, 
you  see  the  daunger  which  I  liasardforyour3cruice,and  the  warnings 
that  the  qucenc  hath  giucn  for  our  talke.  You  see  ou  ihotherside 
what  a  father  you  haue,  who  careth  not  after  wliat  sort  lie  bestow 
you  in  martage :  aud  you  hauinge  refused  so  many  greate  states  and 
noble  men,  1  know  not  one,  either  farre  or  neare,  that  is  minded  to 
haue  you.  1  confesse  my  selfe  to  be  but  poore,  and  that  you  may 
marie  diuers  gentlemen  of  greater  reputacion  and  richesse,  then  I 
am:  but  ifioue  and  good  wil  were  deemed  treasure  and  richesse, 
then  wouJde  1  presume  to  be  the  richest  geniJeman  of  the  world. 
God  hath  indowcd  you  with  great  plentie  of  goodes,  and  you  are 
yet  iu  choise  to  haue  wore:  and  if  I  were  so  happie  as  you  would 
vouchsafe  to  chose  me  for  your  husband,  I  would  accompt  my 
selfe  to  be  vnto  you  both  husband,  frend  and  seruaunt,  all  the 
dayes  of  my  life:  aud  againe,  if  you  should  take  one  equal!  to 
your  nobilitie  (a  thinge  very  bardc  to  Hnde)  he  woulde  rule  and 
gouenie  ouer  you,  and  haue  mure  rcspecte  lo  your  goodes,  then  to 
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the  bastard  gentleman  willingly  did  grauni:  and  %'ppuD  these  pro- 
mises and  lermes,  either  of  them  gauc  cche  other  a  ringe  in  the 
name  of  mariage,  and  did  ki^se  together  in  ilie  church  before 
God,  whom  they  toke  to  witnes  of  their  assurance,  and  neuer  alter 
betwene  them  was  any  other  priuie  fact  committed,  but  only 
kissing.  This  litle  easement  of  mind  did  greatly  satis&e  the  harts 
of  these  two  perfect  louers:  and  were  a  great  while  without  seing 
ech  other,  liuing  only  by  this  assurance.  There  was  no  place 
where  honour  raighte  be  gotten,  but  thereunto  the  baatardemade 
bis  repaire  with  so  great  delight,  as  he  tliought  be  could  neuer  be 
poorc  for  respect  of  that  riche  wife  which  God  had  prouided  for 
him.  Which  wyfe  in  his  absence,  did  euer  continue  her  absolute 
amitie  towards  that  gentleman:  and  although  many  made  sute 
yet  they  receyued  none  otlier  aunswere  from  her  but  deniall,  and 
for  tliat  she  had  remayned  so  lung  time  vnmaried,  she  was  minded 
neuer  to  take  vppon  her  that  state.  This  her  aunswere  was  so 
generall  as  the  qiieene  heard  of  ii,  and  asked  her  for  what  occasion 
shee  was  so  determined.  Uolandiue  saide  vnto  her,  thai  it  was 
to  obey  her:  for  that  shee  knew  shee  would  neuer  suffer  her  to 
marie,  because  in  time  and  place  where  she  might  liaue  bin 
honorablie  matched  to  her  well  hking,  she  denied  the  some,  and 
that  the  vertue  of  pacience  had  taught  her  to  content  herselfe 
with  the  state  wherein  she  was.  And  still  as  she  was  sued  for 
in  mariage,  she  rendred  iike  aunswere.  Wlien  the  warres  were 
ended,  and  the  bastarde  returned  to  the  courte,  shee  neuer  spake 
vnto  him  in  open  presence,  but  wente  alwayes  into  some  church 
to  interteigne  him  vnder  colour  of  confession :  for  the  queene  had 
forbidden  both  him  and  her,  tliat  they  should  not  talke  togetheTi 
vntesse  it  were  before  corapanye  vpon  paiue  of  losse  of  their 
lines.  But  honest  loue,  which  fcareth  no  defence,  was  more  prest 
to  find  meanes,  for  their  mutuall  talke,  then  their  enemies  weje 
ready  to  scperate  the  same:  and  vnder  the  habite  or  colour  of  all 
the  religions  they  could  deuise,  they  continued  that  honest 
amitie,  vntil  the  king  remoued  into  a  bouse  of  pleasure,  not  so 
nere  as  the  ladies  were  able  to  go  on  foote  to  tliai  church,  as  they 
were  to  the  church  of  the  castel),  which  was  not  situate  in  such 
conueniente  wyse  for  their  purpose^  as  they  could  secretely  re- 
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dine  did,  who  sHjrd  that  shcc  might  very  wel  see  Iter,  if  it  were 
her  pleasure :  and  caused  her  to  come  to  the   window  wyth  her 
night  geare  vppon  her  head.     And  after  they  had  talked  a  while 
of  her  sicknes  they  withdrew  themselues:  the  other  ladie  espying 
the  great  booke  of  the  Uouud  Table,  sayde  to  her  yeoman  of  the 
chamber:    *'  1  do  marueile  much  whyyong  men  do  imploie  them- 
selues to  read  such  follies."    The  yeoman  made  aunsweare,  that 
he  marueled  much  more,  why  men  of  good  yeres,  counted  and 
esteemed    wise    and    discrete,    should   baue  greater    delight   in 
reading  of  such  trifles,  then  those  that  were  yoDg.     And  to  iustifie 
that  maruel  bee  told  her  how  her  cosin  the  bastard  did  spend  iv. 
or  V.  houres  in   a  day   to   read   vppon   the  same.     Vpon  which 
words  by  and  by  she  conceyoed  the  cause  of  his  deepe  studie,  and 
charged  him  to  hide  himself  in  some  place  to  mark  what  he  did. 
Which  commaundement   the  yeoman  performed,  and  perceiued 
that  the  booke  which  the  biistard  read  vpon,  was  the  window  out 
of  which    Rolandine  talked  with  him:  and  therewithal  called  to 
remembrance  many    words  of  the  loue   wiiich   they  thought  to 
keepe  very  secreete.    The  nexx  day  he  rehersed  the  same  xTito 
his  maistresse,  who  sent  for  her  cosin  the  bastard,  and  after  many 
tales  told  him,  she  forbad  him  to  rcsorte  tliither  any  more,  and  at 
night  shegaue  like  warning  to  Kolandine,  threatnioge  her  tliat  if 
she  continued  in  her  fond  and  foolish   loue,  she  woulde  tell  the 
queenc  the  whole  circumstauncc  of  her  lighic  demeoner.     Ruluu- 
dine  (nothing  astonicd  with  those  woords)  did  swearc  that  sith 
the  time  she  was  forbidden  by  her  maislresse  the  queene's  maicstie, 
she  ncuer  spake  vnto  him:  the  troth  whereof  shee  might  learne 
aswel  of  the  gentlewomen  her  companions,  as  of  other  seruauntes 
of  the  house:  and  touching  tlie  window  whereof  she  spake,  she 
boldly  aduouchcd  that  she   neuer  talked  with  the  bastard  there. 
Who  (poore  gentleman)  fearing  that  his  affayres  would  be  reueal- 
ed,  kept  himself  farre  out  firom  daunger,  and  looge  time  after  did 
not   retourue  to  the  courte.     Ilowbcit,  he   wrote  many   times  to 
Rolandine  by  such  secret  meanes  as  for  alJ  the  espiall  that  the 
queene  had  put,  there  passed  no  weekc  but  twisc  at  least  shee 
hearde  newes  from  him:  and  when   one  meanes  did  fayle  hym, 
hee  deuised  another,  and  many  tymes  sent  a  litle  page  clothed 
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partly  by  rigor,  and  somewhat  by  faire  perswasion  to  maVe  hint 
confesse  the  trutbe :  but  neither  through  promiBC  or  tbreate, 
they  could  get  any  thing  at  his  handes.  Report  hereof  was  brought 
to  the  queene,  and  one  of  the  compnnie  gauc  aduise  that  searehe 
should  be  made  behind  Uie  gate,  where  he  was  taken :  in  which 
place  they  founde  nothing  but  title  peces  of  letters.  Then  they 
caused  the  kingc's  confessor  to  be  sent  for,  who  recouering  the 
peces  layd  them  vpon  a  table,  and  red  the  lettre  throughoQt, 
wlicre  the  veritie  of  the  mariage  (so  much  dissembled)  was  through- 
ly discifered,  for  the  bastard  in  those  letters  called  her  nothing 
eJs  but  wife.  The  queeiie  not  meaning  to  concealc  the  fault  of 
her  kinswoman,  (which  she  ought  to  haue  done)  ill  into  a  great 
rage  and  storme,  comraaunding  that  the  poore  man  by  ai  meanes 
possible,  should  be  forced  to  confesse  the  true  tenor  of  that  letter^ 
to  tbinteot  that  the  same  by  his  afiirmacion  might  not  be  denied: 
but  doe  what  they  could,  they  were  not  able  to  make  him  alter 
his  former  tale.  They  which  had  commission  to  examine  him, 
brought  him  to  the  riuer  side  and  did  put  him  into  a  sack,  saying 
tliat  he  did  lie  before  God  and  the  queene,  and  against  an  ap- 
proued  trothe.  He  that  had  rather  lose  his  life  then  accuse  bii 
maister,  prayed  them  to  suffer  him  to  baue  a  ghostly  father  that 
like  a  christian  he  might  eudc  his  life,  and  so  entre  the  ioyes 
prepared  for  all  repentant  sinners,  and  after  that  ho  had  clercd  his 
conscience,  he  said  vnto  them ;  **  Maisiera,  tell  my  lorde  and 
maister  the  baatarde,  that  I  recommend  vnto  him  the  poore  estate 
of  my  poore  wife  and  children,  trusting  his  honour  will  haue 
consideration  of  them  for  my  sake,  for  so  mutch  as  with  good  and 
loyall  harte,  I  doe  imploie  my  Hfe  for  bis  honor  and  suretJe:  and 
with  me  doe  what  you  list,  for  you  get  nothing  at  my  handes 
that  shall  rcdounde  to  bis  hurt  and  preiudicc.''  Then  to  put  him 
in  greater  fcare,  they  bounde  him  within  the  sacke  and  threwe 
him  into  the  water,  crying  vnto  him,  if  thou  witt  tell  the  trouth 
tiiou  shalt  be  saued  :  but  they  seing  that  he  would  make  no  aun« 
swer  drew  liim  out  againe,  making  rcporte  to  the  queene  of  bis 
faith  and  constancie.  Who  then  sayd,  tliat  neither  the  king 
nor  she  were  so  happy  in  seruuuntes  as  the  bastarde  was,  that  had 
not  wherewith  to  recompence  such  fidelitie.  Tlte  quene  did 
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persones  is  to  be  regarded,  that  meane  to  accomplishe  the  holy 
state  of  wedlock  ;  for  you  knowe  that  his  father  io  nobilitie  farre 
excelled  mjne.  He  hath  of  long  time  loued  me,  and  made  great 
sate  vnto  me,  but  you  madame,  whiche  neuer  pardoned  me 
for  any  small  offence,  ne  yet  praysed  anye  good  acte  of  myne 
(although  you  know  by  expehenee  that  I  haue  not  vsed  to  talke 
of  matters  of  loue  or  other  worldlie  affaires,  and  that  I  minded 
aboue  all  thinges  to  leade  a  more  religious  life  then  any  other) 
doe  miikc  it  an  hainous  matter  that  I  should  talke  with  a  gentle- 
man (so  infortunate  as  my  aelfe)  by  whose  loue^  1  thought  or 
sought  for  nothing  eh  but  the  ease  and  comfort  of  my  minde. 
And  seing  my  selfe  voyde  and  frustrate  of  mine  expectation^ 
1  shall  imploie  indeuour  so  well  to  seeke  my  rest  and  quiet,  as  you 
haue  gone  about  to  dispoyle  me  of  the  same :  and  then  will  cele- 
brate the  mariage  which  is  already  assured  by  promises  and  by  a  ring, 
H^erefore,  madame,  I  thinke  that  you  doe  me  great  wrong  by 
terming  me  to  be  a  wicked  woman,  sithe  that  in  so  great  and  per- 
fect amitie  I  might  haue  founde  occasion  (if  1  would)  to  haue  com- 
mitted euills:  but  there  was  neuer  betwene  him  and  me  anypriuie 
fact,  other  then  that  is  honest,  hoping  that  God  wil  shcwe  me 
such  fauour,  as  before  the  mariage  be  consumat,  I  shall  obtaine 
the  fauour  and  good  will  of  my  lorde  my  father:  wherby  I  do 
neither  offende  God,  nor  my  conscience,  for  I  haue  laricd  till  the 
age  of  XXX.  yeares,  to  see  what  you  and  my  father  would  doe  for 
me.  I  haue  kept  my  selfe  so  chast  and  honest,  as  no  man  liuing 
is  able  to  lave  the  contrarie  to  my  charge.  And  with  that  reason 
wherewith  God  hath  indued  me,  being  oldc  and  voyde  of  hope, 
to  £nde  a  husbande  agreable  to  my  nobilitie,  I  am  determined  to 
marie  sutche  a  one  as  I  like  beste,  not  for  the  pleasure  or  satisfac- 
tion of  the  eye  (for  you  knowe  he  is  not  faire)  nor  for  lust  of  the 
flesh  (for  there  hath  bene  no  camall  fact  committed)  ne  yet  for 
pr3-dc,  and  couetousnes  (for  he  is  but  poore  and  of  litle  estimation) 
but  1  haue  a  sincere  respecte  and  pure  regarde  to  his  vertuc, 
honcstie  and  good  grace,  for  whiche  the  worlde  doth  geue  him 
praise,  and  the  great  loue  also  that  he  beareth  me,  maketh  me 
hope  to  tinde  with  him  great  rest  and  quiet.  And  after  I  had 
deuised  and  considered  tlie  good  and  euLll  that  might  iosue  by 
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thus  ivithout  feare  to  saye  luy  ininde  is,  because  F  am  assured 
that  he  whiche  seeth  my  harte,  is  tlte  geuer  of  my  life  also,  and 
reraaineth  with  me.  If  then  such  a  iudgc  and  guide  doe  order 
and  dispose  my  life,  why  abould  I  be  afrayd  of  them  that  be 
subiect  vnto  his  iudgement?  And  why  then  madame,  should  I 
wayle  or  wepe,  sithe  mine  honor  and  conscience  witliout  remone 
or  grudge  do  wel  like  of  these  my  doings,  which  if  ihey  were 
newly  to  begin,  1  would  not  repent  me  to  doe  the  same  againe. 
But  it  is  you  (madame)  that  hath  good  cause  to  wepe,  as  well 
for  the  great  displeasure,  eucr  bome  me  from  my  youthful!  dayes, 
as  for  the  wrong  you  doe  me  nowe  by  reprehending  me  before  tlie 
face  of  all  the  worlde  for  a  faulte,  wbicbc  ought  rather  to  be 
imputed  vnto  you,  then  vnto  me.  For  if  f  had  offended  God,  the 
king,  or  you,  my  parentes,  or  my  conscience,  I  were  well  worthy 
to  be  counted  very  obstinate,  if  with  great  repentaunce  1  did  not 
lament  the  same,  but  for  a  dede  that  is  right  good  and  vertuous, 
I  ought  not  to  wepe,  whereof  there  was  neuer  other  rumor  spred 
but  verie  honorable,  except  the  slaunder  which  your  selfe  hath 
raised,  wherby  your  desire  to  increase  my  shame  and  dishonor 
appeareth  to  be  greater  then  the  respecte  you  haue  to  conscrue 
the  nobilitie  of  your  house,  or  kindred  wherof  you  come.  But 
because  it  pleaseth  you,  madame,  so  to  vse  me,  I  purpose  not  to 
withstand  you.  For  when  you  shall  ordeine  that  punishmciit  for 
me,  which  you  like  best,  I  shal  reioyse  no  lesse  to  suffer  the  same 
without  desert,  then  you  be  willing  to  bestowe  it  vpon  me  with- 
out cause.  Wherefore  madame,  commauade  my  lorde  my  father 
to  put  me  to  what  torment  you  will,  for  the  execution  wherof  you 
shall  not  finde  him  vnwilling.  And  1  shall  not  be  altogether  with- 
out ioy,  to  see  him  prest  and  redie  to  obey  your  wilfull  mynde. 
But  1  haue  a  father  in  heauen,  who  (t  am  sure)  will  gcue  me 
suche  pacience,  as  1  shall  be  able  to  abide  and  indure,  what 
affliction  soeuer  you  prepare  for  me,  in  whom  only  is  al  my  hope 
and  trust."  The  queene,  so  angrie  as  she  could  be,  commaunded 
her  out  of  her  sight,  and  to  be  shutte  into  a  chamber  alone,  that 
none  might  speake  vnto  her.  In  which  imprisonment  shee  was 
not  depriucd  from  the  companie  of  her  gouernesse,  by  whose 
meaces  she  let  the  bastarde  vnderstande  all  her  fortune,  and  she 
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reasonable :  for  ifloueand  good  will  fuuuded  vpon  the  feare  of 
God,  were  the  true  and  sure  knot  of  mariage,  thea  she  was  so  wel 
bounde  and  tied,  as  aeilher  iron,  tier,  or  water  couldc  breake 
that  band,  but  death  alone.  Wherunto,  and  to  none  other  con- 
stitution, she  was  determined  to  rcudre  her  ring  and  othe,  pray- 
ing them  not  to  speake,  do,  or  procecde,  to  any  thing  that  were 
contrarievnto  that:  wherin  she  was  so  stedfastly  resolued,  as  she 
had  rather  die  by  keping  her  fail)),  then  liue  to  denie  the  same. 
The  commissioners  retomed  to  the  king  and  queene  the  constant 
aiiswere  of  the  genllewoman,  and  when  they  sawe  no  remedie 
could  be  found  to  make  her  renounce  her  huiibaud,  they  conueyed 
her  home  to  her  father,  in  such  pitifuU  sorie,  as  by  the  way  she 
passed,  eche  man  and  woman  lamented  her  fortune.  And  albeit 
shee  had  offende<l,  yet  the  punishemeut  and  affliction  she  sufTrcd, 
was  so  great  and  her  constancie  so  tirmcly  bent,  as  she  made  her 
fault  to  be  estemed  a  vertue.  The  fattier  receiuing  those  pitifuU 
newes,  would  not  see  her,  but  sent  her  to  his  castell  that  stoode  in  a 
forest,  which  he  had  before  time  builded  for  an  occasion,  worthy 
to  be  rehersed  hereafter,  and  there  kept  her  in  prison  a  long 
time,  sending  worde  vnto  her,  that  if  shee  would  forsake  her  hus- 
band, he  would  take  her  for  his  doughter,  and  set  her  at  libertic. 
Who  for  all  that  offer  was  firme  and  constant,  and  loued  her 
prison  the  better  by  obseruing  the  bond  of  mariagc,  then  al  the 
libertie  of  the  world,  without  the  hauing  of  her  husband.  And  it 
semed  by  her  countenaunce,  that  al  the  paynes  she  had  indured 
were  most  pleasaunt  pastimes,  for  that  she  suffred  the  same  for  his 
sake,  whome  she  loued  best.  What  should  1  speake  of  men? 
This  bastarde  at  length  became  vnmindeful  of  her,  and  fled  into 
Alemaine,  where  he  had  many  frendcs.  Whose  inconsiancie  af- 
terwardes  appeared  so  manifest,  as  the  vertue  of  true  and  perfit 
loue  outwardly  seming  to  remain  in  him,  was  conueried  into 
the  vice  of  odible  ingratitude,  whereby  it  was  euident,  that  the 
causes  tliat  made  him  so  hotte  a  suter,  were  the  vglie  monsters  of 
auarice  and  ambition,  where  he  fill  in  loue  with  an  Almaine  ladie, 
he  forgetting  to  visite  her  with  letters,  that  for  his  sake  had  sus- 
teined  so  great  and  manifold  tribulations.  For  what  rigor  or 
affliction  soeuer  fortune  o&ed^  coulde  neucr  before  that  tyme  put 
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with  her  father  hy  humble  sute,  that  he  would  vouchsafe  to  glue 
her  leaue  to  speake  vnto  hira.  Who  at  their  request,  (although 
he  neuer  spake  vnto  her  before,  during  the  tyme  of  her  imprison- 
ment) incontinently  was  pleased  so  lo  doe.  And  after  that  he  had 
herde  the  discourse  of  her  iuste  reasons,  in  place  of  rebukes,  and 
his  promise  made  to  kill  her  (which  many  times  he  threatened  by 
woordes)  he  cleped  her  betweene  his  armes,  and  bitterly  weping, 
sayde  vnto  her:  "  Daughter,  1  wel  perceiue  your  vertue  and 
constant  mynde,  which  farre  surmounteth  any  thing  that  is  good 
in  moe,  for  if  there  be  any  fautie  or  lacke  of  consideration  of  your 
estate,  I  am  the  principal  occasion  thereof:  but  sith  the  goodnes 
of  God  hath  thus  ordeined  it,  I  wil  make  satisfaction  for  mine 
offence  past."  And  aftcrwardes  he  sent  her  home  to  his  house, 
where  he  vsed  and  interteigned  her  like  his  derest  and  eldest 
daughter.  In  the  ende  she  was  demaunded  in  manage  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  name  and  armes,  to  her  estate  and  bloud  not  inferior. 
Who  was  buthe  wise  and  vertuous,  and  so  louingly  regarded 
Rolandine  (whome  he  many  times  visited)  as  he  attributed  vnto 
her  the  prise  of  prayse  for  that,  which  others  accompted  worthy 
of  rebuke,  knowing  that  her  intent  of  former  loue  was  grounded 
vpon  the  foundation  of  vertue.  The  mariage  was  well  liked  of  her 
father,  was  acceptable  to  Rolandine,  and  was  forthwith  concluded. 
True  it  is  that  a  brother  she  had,  the  only  inheritour  of  her  fa- 
ther's landes,  who  would  not  agree  that  she  should  receiue  her 
cbilde's  porcion,  obiecting  that  she  had  disobeied  her  father.  And 
after  the  death  of  the  good  old  man  (her  father)  her  brother  vsed 
her  very  rigorously  and  cruelly.  For  her  husbande  was  but  a 
yonger  brother,  and  had  wherewithal  scarce  able  to  line:  for 
which  want,  God  bountifully  prouided:  for  tlie  brother  whose  gre- 
die  miude  did  crane  in  one  daie  to  be  possessor  of  al,  by  sodain 
death  was  depriued,  as  wel)  of  his  sister's  porcion  as  of  al  the 
rest.  By  whose  death  she  remained  the  whole  inheritor  of  that 
honorable  house :  and  afterwardes  lined  an  honorable  and  stately 
life,  in  great  wealth  and  pleasure,  and  was  welbeloued  and  dueti- 
fully  intreated  of  her  husband.  Finally  hauing  by  her  husband 
two  goodly  aonnes,  she  very  vertuously  brought  them  vp,  and 
Bnishing  her  aged  dayes,  she  Joyfully  rendred  her  soule  vnto  him, 
VOL.  I,  3  Q 


TH«   WISK    OOTTERNEMENT   OF   A    GBNTLBWOMAX.       483 


THE  SIXTY-THIRD  NOUELL. 

The  misedome  of  a  it6man  to  rcithdrawe  thefooU&he  hue  of  her  hus- 
band, rvherwith  he  was  tormented. 

Many  yeares  are  not  yet  expired  sithens  there  was  a  gentle- 
woman of  noble  house  (whose  name  I  inaye  not  disclose),  so  wise 
and  vertuous  as  shee  was  wel  beloued  and  esteemed  of  her  neigh- 
bours: her  husband  (not  without  good  cause)  trusted  her  in  all 
his  affaires,  which  she  ordred  and  gouemed  so  wisely,  as  her 
house  by  her  mcanes  grew  lo  be  one  of  ihe  richest  and  best  ap- 
parelled, that  was  in  the  couotrie  wherein  she  dwelled.  Liuiag 
thus  a  long  time  with  her  husbandc,  by  whom  shee  had  many 
goodly  children,  their  happie  state  and  felicitie  (after  which  daily 
insue  their  contraries)  began  to  decaic,  because  that  he,  defatigat- 
ed  witli  to  much  quiet,  abandoned  rcstfull  life,  to  seeke  after  trou- 
blesom  traucU :  and  had  gotten  a  custome  when  his  wyfe  was  a 
sleepe  to  rise  from  her  side,  and  not  to  retume  vnlill  it  was  very 
nerc  morning,  Tlie  gentlewoman  misliking  this  maner  of  life, 
became  very  ielous  of  her  husband,  and  yet  made  as  though  she 
mistrusted  nothing:  but  that  spiteful  passion  enlred  her  stomacke 
so  farre,  as  in  thende  shee  forgot  thaffayres  of  her  house,  the 
diligence  of  her  person,  and  good  gouemment  of  her  familie,  like 
vnto  one  that  verely  supposed  that  (do  what  shee  could)  she  had 
lost  the  fhiiie  of  her  paine  and  labour,  which  was  the  great  loue 
of  her  husband,  for  continuance  whereof  shee  spared  no  trauaile 
or  tuile:  but  losinge  altogether  as  shee  manifestly  perceiued,  shee 
grew  to  be  so  carelesse  of  her  housholdc  state  and  huswiferie,  as 
speedelie  appeared  the  fruites  of  slouth  and  negligence:  for  her 
husband  for  his  part  spent  without  order,  and  she  stated  hertrauell 
from  matters  of  housholde:  in  such  wise  as  the  same  was  growen 
to  so  great  penurie,  as  the  highe  and  stately  woodes  were  felled 
downe  to  the  stubhe,  and  the  goodly  maoers  deUuered  into  the 
handes  of  sir  Mathewe  Morgage.  One  of  the  gentlewoman's 
frendes  and  kinsemcn  which  knew  her  disease,  tolde  her  of  her 
fault,  and  rebuked  her  for  that  carelesse  Hfe:  sayinge,  that  if  loue 
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from  an  vncleane  and  stinking  place,  by  which  wordes  she  was 
desirous  to  let  him  vnderstande  hh  follie  thereby  to  hate  his  dis- 
honest and  filthie  life.  But  for  alt  that  wyse  and  pretie  taunte 
hee  amended  nothing  at  all:  howbeit  she  continued  that  ordre  the 
space  of  one  yere.  And  when  she  sawe,  that  her  diligence  could 
not  reforme  his  vsuall  trade  of  lyfe,  on  a  tyme  waytiiig  for  her 
husband,  whiche  taried  longer  then  he  was  wont  to  doe,  shee  wai 
desirous  to  seeke  hym  out,  and  went  from  chamber  to  chamber, 
till  at  lengthe  shee  founde  hym  a  beddc  in  a  back  chambre  and  a 
sleepe  with  the  moste  ill  fauourcd,  tbule  and  filtliiest  slutte  of  her 
house,  such  a  homely  pece  and  durty  bea&te,  as  the  lyke  was  not 
to  be  founde  in  a  countrie.  The  gentlewoman  beholding  this 
manerly  sight,  thought  to  teache  him  a  lesson  howe  to  remembre 
the  difference  betwene  the  sweete  and  pleasaunt  lodging,  with  a 
fayre  and  ductifull  wife,  and  the  vnrlcanly  couching  with  a  stink- 
ing and  lothsome  queanc.  Wherupon  she  caused  a  burden  of 
Btrawe  and  worne  rushes  to  be  brought  vnto  her,  setting  the  same 
on  tier  in  the  middes  of  the  chamber,  but  when  she  sawe  her  hus- 
band almoste  choked  with  the  great  smotlier,  she  waked  hym,  and 
plucked  hira  out  of  the  bed  by  the  arraes,  crj'ing:  **  fier,  fier." 
If  the  husbande  were  ashamed,  and  offended  with  him  selfe  to  be 
founde  a  bedde  with  such  an  vncleanly  matche,  by  his  faire  and 
honest  wife,  I  refeire  tiie  iudgement  to  all  indiffereat  men,  that  be 
coupled  with  like  wiues.  Then  his  wyfe  said  vnto  him:  "  Sir  I 
haneassaied  the  space  of  one  whole  yeare,  to  withdrawe  you  from 
this  vile  and  wicked  life,  by  genilenea  and  pacience,  and  shewed 
example  by  washing  you  without,  that  you  might  also  dense 
your  selfe  within.  But  when  I  sawe  myne  endeuour  could  take  no 
place,  I  attempted  to  heipe  my  selfe  with  the  element  that  shall 
cnde  and  consume  vs  all :  assuring  you,  sir,  thai  if  this  doe  not 
amende  you,  1  cannot  tell  if  the  seconde  time,  I  be  able  likewise 
to  ridde  you  from  the  daunger  that  may  happen.  I  prayc  you  sir 
to  thinke  and  consider  that  there  is  no  greater  dispayre  or  dispite, 
then  that  whiche  is  conceiued  of  loue:  and  had  I  not  set  before 
mine  eyes  the  feare  of  God,  I  could  not  haue  practised  suche  pa- 
cience, as  I  haue  done."  The  husband  very  glad,  that  he  had 
escaped  that  misfortune,  promised  her  neuer  to  geue  occasion, 
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THE  SIXTY-FOURTH  NOUELL. 

The  notable  ckarUie  of  a  woman  of  Tours  toicards  her  hiubande. 

Another  hystorie  of  Jike  example  I  thincke  meete  to  bee  aunex- 
ed:  which  telleth  howe  in  the  citie  of  Tours  in  Fraunce,  there 
was  a  fayre  and  honest  wyfe  which  for  her  vertuea  was  not  onelye 
beloued,  but  also  feared  and  esteemed  of  her  husband.  So  it  was 
that  he  followinge  the  fragiUtie  uf  tliose  men^  which  be  wearie  of 
delicate  fare,  fill  in  louc  with  a  woman  of  the  countrye  that  kepte 
his  house  there,  and  many  times  departed  from  Tours  to  visite  his 
countrie  woman,  where  he  commonlye  Laried  ii.  or  in.  dayes 
before  his  retome:  and  when  he  came  home  againe  to  Tours,  he 
ordinarely  did  take  culd,  whereof  his  good  wife  had  mucli  u  do  to 
recouer  him.  And  so  sone  as  he  was  hole,  hec  failed  not  to  re- 
tume  to  the  place,  where  pleasure  made  him  forget  all  his  former 
griefe  and  slcknes.  His  wife  which  ahoue  all  thinges  luued  hia 
life  and  tendred  his  health,  seinge  him  commonly  hrouglite  into  so 
poore  estate,  went  into  the  countrye,  where  she  found  out  the 
yong  woman  that  her  husband  loned.  Vnio  whom  (not  in  choler 
but  with  smilinge  cheere  and  countenaunce)  shee  sayd :  "  How 
she  knew  well  that  oftentimes  her  husband  repaired  thither  to 
visite  her,  and  that  she  was  not  well  content  that  she  vsed  him 
no  more  carefully,  for  when  he  came  home  from  her  he  toke  so 
great  cold  as  long  time  after  she  had  much  a  doe  to  recouer  him." 
The  poore  woman  as  wel  for  the  reuerence  of  the  dame,  as  for  the 
trouth  of  the  matter,  could  not  denie  the  facte,  aud  therefore 
fallingedowne  vppon  her  knees,  asked  her  forgiuenes.  The  mais- 
tresse  required  to  see  the  bedde  and  chamber,  where  her  husband 
laie,  which  she  perceiued  to  be  so  cold,  ill  fnuoured,  and  out  of 
order,  as  she  pitied  and  lamented  the  case :  wherefore  inconti- 
nently she  sent  for  a  good  bedde  furnished  with  sheetes,  blaucjuets 
and  couerlet,  accordingly  as  she  knew  her  hushfmd  loued,  causing 
the  chamber  to  be  repaired,  hanged,  and  dressed  vp,  alter  the 
best  maner:  she  gaue  her  also  plate  and  vessell  to  serue  her  hus- 
band at  meales,  together  with  a  punchion  of  wyne,  spice,  and  oilier 
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THE  SIXTY.FIFTH  NOUELL. 

The  simplicitie  of  an  old  womany  that  offered  a  burnirig  caitdle  to  S, 
John  of  Lions. 

Ik  the  church  of  S.  lohn  at  Lions,  there  was  a  verye  darke  chap- 
pel), and  within  the  same  a  tombc  made  of  stone,  erected  for  great 
personages,  with  pictures  liuely  wroughte,  and  about  the  same 
tombe  there  doe  lie  manye  worthtc  knigbies  of  great  fame  and 
valiaunce.  Vpon  a  hote  sommer's  day,  a  aouldiour  walking  vp 
and  downe  the  church  had  great  delight  to  sicape,  and  beliolding 
that  darcke  chappell  which  was  colde  and  freshe  of  ayre,  thoughte 
to  reste  vpon  the  lombe  as  other  did,  besides  whom  he  layed  him 
downe  to  slecpe.  It  chaunced  that  a  good  old  woman  very  de- 
tioutei  came  thether  when  the  souldior  was  in  the  depth  of  his 
sleepe.  And  after  shee  had  saytl  her  deuocions,  wyth  a  waxe 
candle  in  her  hand,  she  would  haue  fastened  the  same  vpon  the 
tombe,  and  repayring  nere  the  place  where  the  soaldiour  lay, 
desirous  to  sticke  it  vppon  his  forehead,  thinking  it  had  been  the 
stone,  the  waxe  would  take  no  hold,  llie  old  woman,  which 
thought  the  cause  that  her  candle  would  not  cleaue  was  the  cold- 
nesse  of  the  image,  she  warmed  the  souldior's  forehead  with  the 
ilameof  the  candle,  to  sticke  it  faste.  But  the  image  which  was 
not  insensible,  beganne  to  crj'e  oute,  whereat  the  poore  woman 
was  so  afraide,  as  like  one  straught  of  her  wittes,  she  brake  into 
exclamacion  crying:  "  A  miracle!  A  miracle!"  They  within  the 
church  hearing  an  outcry  of  a  miracle,  ranne  in  hcapes  as  though 
they  had  been  madde,  some  to  ring  the  belles,  and  some  to  see  the 
miracle:  whom  the  good  woman  broughte  to  see  the  image,  which 
then  was  remaned  :  whereat  many  began  to  laughe.  But  diuers 
priestcs  not  willing  so  to  gine  ouer  so  great  a  miracle,  deter- 
mined afterwards  to  vsc  that  tombe  in  rcuerence,  therby 
to  get  money. 
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A    DOCTOR    OP    THE    LAWES. 


THE  SIXTV-SIXTH  NOUELL. 

A  Doctor  of  the  iawes  boughte  a  cup,  rrho  htf  the  rubti/tie  of  ttn 
Jiaise  varleti,  lott  both  hia  money  and  the  cuppe. 

To  conclude  our  nomber  of  nouels^  I  bauc  thought  good  (gentle 
reader)  to  bringe  in  place  a  doclour  and  his  v,y(e,  to  glue  thee  a 
inerye  farewell :  because  tlion  haste  hitherto  so  frendly  and 
pnoientlve  ftuffred  thy  selfe  to  be  stayed  in  reading  of  the  reate: 
wlierefurc  with  a  pleasaunt  adieu  in  a  short  and  merietale^  which 
discloseth  the  subtiliie  of  two  false  knaues  to  beguile  a  poore 
doctor  and  his  wyfe,  I  meane  to  end.  And  therfore  do  saje,  that 
in  the  citie  of  Bologna  in  Italie,  there  was  a  worshipful  doctor  of 
the  Iawes,  called  maistcr  Floricn,  which  in  other  thinges  saoing 
hia  prufession^  was  but  a  slouen,  and  of  so  ill  behauiour  as  none  of 
his  facultie  the  like:  who  by  sauing  of  ro:iny  crustes,  had  tayed 
vp  so  good  store  of  crownes,  as  be  caused  to  be  tnade  a  very  great 
and  costly  cup  of  siluer,  for  payment  of  which  cup  he  went  to 
the  goldsmiihc's  house,  and  bauioge  payed  for  the  siluer,  the 
guiltj  and  for  the  fashion,  being  without  hisclarke  to  carte  it  homey 
he  prayed  tlie  goldsmith  to  lend  him  his  man.  By  chaance  there 
were  newly  come  to  tlie  citie,  two  yonge  men  that  were  Romayoes, 
which  ranged  vp  and  downe  the  streates  with  eares  vpright,  to 
view  and  marke  euery  ihinge  done  in  the  samCj  bearing  about 
them  counterfait  iewels  and  lingots,  guilt  of  S.  Marline's  touche, 
to  deceiue  him  that  would  play  the  foole  to  buy  them.  One  of 
them  was  called  Licllo  and  the  other  Diettquo.  These  two  mar- 
chanicfi  being  at  good  leasure  to  wander  the  streates,  beholding 
the  passangers  to  and  iro,  by  fortune  espied  the  goldsmithe's  mao, 
who  (to  set  forth  the  workemanship  and  making  of  the  cup)  caried 
the  same  open.  These  gallants  bearing  a  spite  of  the  cup,  more 
for  the  siluer  than  for  other  malice,  purposed  to  inaent  some 
sleight  to  get  the  cuppe,  and  a  farre  of  which  slie  pase,  followed 
tlie  goldsmithe's  man,  of  whom  they  craftelic  inquired  of  the 
owner  of  the  cup,  and  where  bee  had  leftemaister  Florien.  Whea 
they  had  concladed  rppoa  their  enterprise,  Liello  (the  6Qest  boye 
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ortlicm  botb)  went  straight  to  buy  a  lamprey  of  great  price,  and 
hiding  the  same  voder  his  cloake,  repayred  directly  to  maister 
doctour's  house,  where  finding  his  wyle  of  seinblahle  wit  and 
behauiour  that  her  husband  was,  with  vnshaniefast  face  and  like 
grace,  said  vnto  her;  "  Maistressc,  maister  Florcin  your  husbande 
hath  sent  you  a  fishe,  and  prayetb  you  to  dresse  it  and  to  make 
dinner  rcadie,  because  he  bringeth  u  company  of  other  doctoures 
with  him  :  in  the  meane  time  he  requiroth  you,  to  retorne  vnto 
him  the  cuppe  againe,  whiche  hee  sente  you  this  morning  by  the 
goldsmithe's  man,  because  he  had  forgotten  to  stampe  Iiis  ariues 
vppon  it."  The  woman  receyuinge  the  fishe,  franckly  deliuercd 
him  the  cup,  and  went  about  to  prepare  dinner.  Liello  (which 
hunted  after  gaine  but  better  caught  his  prey)  hied  him  a  pace  and 
couueyed  himsclfe  with  spcede  to  the  house  of  one  of  his  coun- 
triemen,  and  there  reioyced  with  his  companion,  attending  for 
the  commtng  of  the  royster  Dietiquo,  who  taried  in  the  towne, 
wayting  and  viewing  what  pursute  was  made  after  his  fellowe. 
Sooe  after  maister  Florien  retoumed  to  his  house  and  finding  his 
dinner  more  delicate  than  it  was  wont  to  be,  marueyled^  and  asked 
his  wyfe  who  was  at  all  that  cosic.  His  wyfe  very  scoraefully 
aunswered:  "  Why  sir,  haue  you  forgotten  that  you  sente  me 
word  this  morning  that  you  woulde  bring  home  with  you  diuers 
gentlemen  to  dinner?"  "  What"  (quoth  the  doctour)  "  I  thincke 
you  be  a  foole."  "  I  am  not"  (sayde  shee)  "  and  for  better  wit- 
nesse  you  sent  mee  this  fishe,that  I  would  you  had  better  aJuised 
before  you  had  bestowed  such  cosie,"  "  1  assure  thee  :"  quoth  liee, 
"  I  sent  thee  no  fishe,  but  belike  it  was  some  folishe  knaue  that 
had  forgotten  his  arrant  and  mistaken  the  house:  but  howsoeuer 
it  was  wyfe,  we  at  this  time  will  be  content  to  fare  well,  at  other 
mennes  charge."  **  Why  sir  (sayd  his  wyfe)  call  your  selfe  to 
better  remembrance,  for  he  that  brought  the  lampry,  came  to  me 
for  your  cup,  by  this  token  that  you  would  hauc  3'our  armes  en- 
grauen  vppon  the  same."  At  those  words  the  poore  doctour,  after 
he  had  discharged  three  or  foure  canons  laden  with  haile  shot 
of  scolding  words  wente  out  into  the  strcate,  running  hither 
and  thither  demaunding  of  al  them  he  met,  if  they  saw  none 
Carrie  a  lampry  home  to  his  house.     And  you  would  haue  said 
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